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CRAOBH PEILE ULADH

FIXTURES & OFFICIALS

SUNDAY 10TH JUNE | STTIERNACH'S PARK

EIRGRID ULSTER GAA FOOTBALL UNDER 20 CHAMPIONSHIP SEMI FINAL

F
AN DUN V DOIRE 2.00PM (Extra time & finish on day if required)

Referee Linesman Umpires

Conor Dourneen (An Cabhén)  Martin Conroy (Tir Eoghain) Gerry Sheridan, Michael
Standby Sideline Official Lee, Joe Moogl el and
Pat Clarke (An Cabhan) Mark Dorrian (D0n nanGall) ~ Thomas O'Keefe

CONOR DOURNEEN (AN CABHAN)

Conor (25) from County Cavan will oversee today’s Minor Championship tie between Donegal
and Monaghan. Hailing from the Ballinagh club, Conor joined the Ulster Panel in 2013 and
has been on the National Support Panel for the past three years.

He has refereed at all levels in Cavan, taking charge of the Intermediate Championship Final in 2015 and the 2016 U21
Championship Final. To date in Ulster, Conor has handled several Minor League fixtures as well as McKenna Cup and
Ulster Club ties. He refereed the Ulster Minor Football Championship game between Donegal and Monaghan earlier this
year.

Conor has also dawned the white coat having umpired at three Ulster Senior Football Finals and the 2015 All Ireland
. Senior Final in Croke Park between Dublin and Kerry.

ULSTER GAA FOOTBALL SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP SEMI FINAL

AN Dl”N '} Dle NA NGAI.I. 4.00PM(Extratimeifnecessary)

Referee: Linesman: Umpires:
Anthony Nolan (Cill Mhantéin) ~ Sean Laverty (Aontroim) Damien Byrne, Peter Casey,
Standby: Sideline Official: Patrick Doyle and Donal

Joe McQuillan (An Cabhan)  Anthany Marron (Muineachany ~ O'Keefe

ANTHONY NOLAN (CILL MHANTAIN)

kforthe first time since April 2014 when he took charge of the Monaghan-
1z League tie.

The 38-year-old has al
under his jurisdiction. A
the Division 1final.

His last match involving Down was 2iso in the league in February 2015 when they took on Kildare at Newbridge. This is his
first ever Ulster SFC tie

Photography supplied by Sporisfiie. Jonn Mermry Eintan McTiernan and Teamtalkmag Photography.
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REAMHFHOCAL

PRESIDENT'S FOREWORD

mhaith liom failte a chur roimh
oirne agus an lucht leantna a

ig go Pairc Thiarnaigh Naofa
inniu 6'n DUn agus 6 Dhon na nGall.
Molaim go hard gach duine a
chuidigh leis na himreoiri seo thar
na mblianta le ullmhd le himirt ag an
ardchaighdean spoirt seo.

Welcome to the 2018 Ulster Senior Football
Championship Semi Final. We are in the
middle of a much more condensed format
this year with the Ulster Final scheduled for
24th June. 8 games over a six week period
as our players, officials and spectators
enjoy another championship season.

This second Semi Final fixture sees Down
and Donegal meet here in St Tiernach's
Park, Clones. Both counties will be
delighted to be back at this stage. Down
defeated Antrim in the guarter final and
are looking to build on their 2017 Ulster
Final appearance while Donegal are
remarkably, in their eighth consecutive
Ulster Semi Final. They were impressive

in First Round and Quarter Final victories
over Cavan and Derry respectively and will
be looking to return here for the 24th June
decider.

Today sees another opportunity for a
special exhibition skills game at half
time. As part of the Ulster GAA's Disability
Inclusion programme, we have the St
Gerard's School and Support Services,
Belfast team and Donegal Dynamo’s team
involved. Please join with me in giving
them all a special welcome and lots of
encouragement as they entertain us in
today's half time exhibition game.

We also have an Eirgrid Ulster GAA Football
Under 20 Championship Semi Final
between Down and Derry. This competition
has gave us some great displays already
and we look forward to another enthralling
game.

In Ulster, we have an extremely
competitive inter-county championship
and as evidenced today again, every team
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can take to the field in a given game with
awell grounded hope of success inthat

fixture. It is testament to our county panels

that such a focus and drive underpins their
participation and their quest for success.

In 2018, Cancer Focus has been chosen as
the charity for Ulster GAA. Cancer Focus
is a local cancer charity working since
1969 to reduce the impact of cancer on
people’s lives. They proviae care and
support services for cancer patients and
their families.

| acknowledge and thank all the Ulster
Council and Muineachan GAA personnel
involved in hosting today's games.
Everyone plays their part; supporters and
stewards, medics, match officials and
players, sponsars, local authorities, media,
County Boards and Provincial Council.

| also wish all four teams, their County
Boards and management every success

in their respective outings today and the
match officials whose role should never be
overlooked.

Finally, to you the supporters, Your support,
attendance and attention is highly valued
and we hope the experience of today will
encourage you to join us again at some
stage over the summer before the 2018
winners of the Ulster Senior Football
Championship will be confirmed.
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Micheal 0 hOsain
Uachtaran Chombhairle Uladh

Clar& Lae

Safety Regulations

Under 20 Preview

Under 20 Teams
r Preview
Stats & Fixtures
.Under 20FC Finish anthe Day Protocol
Senior Teams
One Minute with Paddy McGrath

0One Minute with Niall McParland

GAA For All Teams

Ambhran na bhFiann

Caitriona Sherlock is a music
student at UCD and has been singing
since age seven. In 2013 and 2017
she won the All Ireland Fleadh
Cheoil. She has competed in Scar
for numerous years representing
Scotstown in Ballad Group and Solo
Singing, obtaining medals for each.
In 2016 she sang Amhran na bhFiann
at the Ladies All Ireland Football
Final in Croke Park.
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SUNDAY 10TH JUNE

1.39pm An DGn amach ar an bPairc If the Senior Game finishes in a draw, two periods of 10
1.42pm Doire amach ar an bP&irc minutes each way shall be played. If still level after this
1.50pm 0ifigigh an Cluiche amach ar an bPairc extratime, a replay will take place.
1.52pm Toss * If Extra Time is required in the Under 20 Game*
2.00pm TUs an Cluiche: An DOn V Doire 3.25pm Start of First Period of Extra Time
2.32pm HalfTime / Leath Am 3.36pm End of First Period of Extra Time
An Don to lzave the field immediately 3.39pm Start of Second Period of Extra Time
on halftime whistle 3.50pm End of Extra Time
Doire to leave the field once An Dun 3.52pm Both County Secretaries to present
have cleared the field Team Lists in Referees room
2.33pm Entertainment / Siamsa 3.54pm An DOn amach ar an bPairc
2.43pm Start of Second Half / Tus an dara leath 3.57pm Don na nGall amach ar an bP4irc
317pm  End of Game / Crioch an Chluiche 4.00pm Oifigigh an Cluiche amach ar an bPairc
If the Under 20 Game finishes in a draw, two periods of 4.04pm Toss
10 minutes each way shall be played. If still level after 4.07pm Paraid

extra time, two periods of five minutes each way shall be 413pm Amhréan na bhFiann

played. If still level, free taking competition will ensue as 415pm  TUs an Cluiche: An Dun ¥ DOn na nGall

outlined on Page 29. 4.53pm Half Time / Leath Am

(If Extra Time is required in the Under 20 Game, see right) ~ 4.54pm Cluichi Exhibition

5.04pm End of Exhibition Game

5.05pm Presentation of Medals

5.08pm Start of Second Half / TOs an dara leath

5.46pm End of Senior Game / Crioch an Chluiche Shinsir

3.33pm Both County Secretaries to present
Team Lists in Referees room

3.39pm An DUn amach ar an bPairc
3.42pm DoUn na nGall amach ar an bP&irc
3.45pm OQifigigh an Cluiche amach ar an bPairc

3.50pm Toss L4

3.53pm Paréid (An closest to the perimeter AMHRAN Nn BHF'ANN
&Dunnar the inside)

3.58pm Amhran na bhFiann Sinne Fianna Fail

4.00pm TUs an Cluiche: An DGn V DUn na nGall Atd fé gheall ag Eirinn,

4.38pm Hzlf Tims

buion dér slua

Thar toinn do rainig chugainn,

F& mhoid bheith saor.

Sean tir &r sinsir feasta

Ni fhagfar fé'n tiordn né fé'n trail
Anocht a théam sa bhearna bhaoil,

Le gean ar Ghaeil chun bais no saoil

Le guna screach fé ldmhach na bpiléar

Seo libh canaidh Amhréan na bhFiann.
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YOUR SAFETY

Please note the following
regulations. We ask far your full co-
operation with stewards and other
volunteers who are doing their best
to ensure you enjoy the match. If you
fail to co-operate it may be necessary
refuse you entry or, if inside the

n or that will cause
ce with others. This
fireworks, smoke canisters,
bo lagpoles, banners. We do
alcohol inthe ground.
sk you not to climb anto walls,
1ds and other buildings. Likewise,
we ask you to refrain from making
unnecessary noise that will annoy
other spectators near you. That
includes the likes of air horns or
raaios. .

DISCLAIMER

Please do not use foul, abusive or
offensive language. There are families
and children present. We ask you not
fo enter the field of play during or
after the game for health and safety
reasons. Occasionally we may be
required to search patrons entering
the ground. If you refuse to be
searched you may be refused entry.
Please do not obstruct gangways

or stairwells etc.Also, please do not
engage in behaviour that may cause
afire orother dangerous event.

The Officers on duty reserve the right
to remove you from the ground is
you do not comply with these simple
regulations. Dur intention is simply
to ensure that all our supporters can
enjoy the match.

FIRST AID

First Aid is provided at today's venue
with ambulances located behind
the Gerry Arthurs’ Stand and at the
corner between the Eastern and Pat
McGrane Stand.

LOST CHILDREN

Children who have become
separated from their parents/
quardians should be brought to the
designated First Ald Paints.

SAFETY NOTICE

We have established this pclicy for
health and safety reasons, to avoid
serious injury or death. We thank
you for your co-cperation.

Allthe information in the programme is reprod
issue. BUIOCHAS: Combairle Uladh would lik

of this programme. We'd also like to take this
Finally we thank all the supporters whao have at

’ CRAOBH PEILE ULADH

ontributors for their assistance in the compilation
ement and backroom staff for their efforts today.
ampionship just wouldn't be the same.
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earty sh
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Bernie Roarty mar is fear aithne uvirthi sa
cheantar. Tatharfeiche blain caite ag
Bernie il CLG Ghaoth Dobhair ag déanamh
obair dheoach. Thasaigh sinuair a bhia
cuid paisti beag agus iad ag tasnu ag imirt
Peil Gaelach agus ta si ann 6 shin.

Thog sirol leis an Bhingo ag an am sin
agus té foireann de thart ar dosaen
ann anois agus idir a cheile eagraionn

Packie Ownie mar is fear aithne air sa
cheantar. Bainteach le CLG Ghaaoth
Dobhair mar imreoir agus mar oibri
dheonach 019611 leith. Bhise mar
Bhainisteair ar foirne faoi aois 61976 go
1982 agus mar bhainisteair ar foine sinsear
ar féidn roinnt tréimsi 6 1984 go 1998.

Bhi sé ar Choiste Feidhmeannais an Chlub
01983 go 2016 agus e ag feidhmil ar féidh
roinnt tréimhsi mar Chathaoirleach, Leas
Chathaoirleach agus Oifigeach Forbartha
gan tracht ar € bheith mar lentacbhal an
Chlub agus bhi sé ar an Choiste Togala an
Chlubtheach a d'éscail go hoifigidil i 1984.

said agus ritheann said an Bingo sa
chlubtheach achan Déardaoin 6 cheann
ceann na bhliana.

Bhi siag cuidit le linn Comortas Peile na
Gaeltachta agus bionn si ar lamh do ocaidi
ar bith eile ata a reachtail sa chlub.

Ta si posta ar Eoghan agus ta beirt mhac
acu, Eoghan agus Pol.

Ta sé ar foireann an Bhingo agus ta sé
iontach pairteach in bailiv airgid don
chlubtré an Club Céad agus an Lotto.

Ar la cluichi bionn se i gecnai ar fail agus
ag obair go dichesllach.

Posta ar Chaitlin agus ta cuigear teaghligh
acu, Adrian, Padraig, John, Caroline agus
Maire,

Ta CLG Ghaoth Dobhair fior bhuioch don
bheirt thuasluaite agus do gach duine a
oibrionn go deonach don chlub 6 chean
ceann na bliana.

rugs oif Cav: adraig
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UNDER 20 PREVIEW
DERRYV DOWN | BY NIALL GARTLAND

Gaeliclife

Twasn't hard for manager Canor Deegan to know where
Down needed to improve after edging a shoot-out against
Antrim e Ulster Championship U20 Quarter Final. The
} cored all 4-15 of their overall tally from play
ceded 3 worrying 3-13 at the otherend of the

pen' game, but
they could pay the
sh against a star-
rrecent record
ves took hold as
window against the
away from their first
e since 2008, if you

ed into. It happens on any given day. Guys
vas the first championship win that group
four attempts, so it was a big deal for them and
t were probably nerves. Many facters went into it but
we'd like to think that we learnt from it".

Derry, meanwhile, inflicted a shock victary over red
hot favourites Donegal in a memorable opening round
encounter at the weekend.

The likes of Jude McAtamney, the McWilliams brothers
Qisin and Lorcan, Conor Doherty, Conor McCluskey
and Padraig McGrogan bring with them a wealth

of experience, but Donegal whipped Cavan in the
preliminary round and were already being touted as
patential All-lreland winners,

As it happened, Derry battled back after conceding two
first-half goals to squeeze past their neighbaours by a
single point.

The result served as personal vindication for tf
manager Mickey Donnelly. Some had gueried tf
of bringing cutside managers inta the count
native Paddy Campbell manages the U1
the Tyrone man says his players shouldn't b
into the debate.

: wisdom
Daonegal

’ CRACBH PEILE ULADH

hours and hope you get the rewards. It worked out for us
against Donegal and it mightn't work out the next day,
that's the way it is"

The entire Down forward line made the scoresheet
against Antrim, with Conor McCrickard contributing 2-2
and Owen McCabe weighing in with 1-4. The leading
scares usually get their names up in lights but Deegan
wouldn't be surprised if as many as half a dozen of his
team graduate to the senior ranks.

"Towin games is great, to perform is great, but ultimately
we want to produce players wha can step up. We're
confident that there are five or six that can make the
step up very quickly. Athletically they're ready, physically
they're not far away, and we've some very fine footballers
as well".

Conor McCluskey and Padraig McGrogan have already
played senior football for Derry this year, and both were
involved inthe county’s run to the All-lreland Minor Final
last year. The Oak Leafers have the pedigree and should
prevail if they don't lose the run of themselves after their
win over Donegal.

Down's Finn Mcllroy



LE FERGUS MAC AOIDH AGUS PADRAIG O CONNACHAIN

Bhi go leor laochra Gael ag Dun na nGall sios

frid na blianta. T4 dearmad déanta ar roinnt de

na hainmneacha ar nds na mianta ama agus t&
ainmneacha eile i mbéal an phobail go dti an 14 inniv. Ar
an 70 Meitheamh 2016, bronnadh Saoirse Chontae Dhun
na nGall (an t-ondir is airde sa chontae) ar Antdin 0
Ludhég mar aitheantas ar a chuid ranniocaiocht do Peil
Ghaelach i gContae Dhin na nGall. Bhi seo go hiomlan
tuillte ag an fhear uasal seo a bhfuil suim mhar aige inar
dTeanga agus ar geultdr chomh maith lenar geluichi. Ar
an l& a bronnadh an ondir mar seo ar Antain, duirt sé go
reibh sé ag smaoineamh ar na fir go Léir a d'imir sé leo
ins na 80i agus na 90i.

Arndoigh, beidh ait speisialta i gconai i nDUN na nGall
do na foirne agus na bainisteoiri a bhain corn Sam
Mag Uidhir i 1992 agus i 2012 chomh maith le na foirne
a bhain craobh Uladh thar na blianta. Beidh stadas
Laochra acu seo go deo ach bhi cuid mhér foirne agus
imreoirf eile a rinne a ndicheall gan corn né bonn do
chineél ar bith a bhaint. Bhi cuid mhar foirne maith
inDUn na nGall agus neart peileadairi den scoth 6n
gcontae nar bhain corn Sam Mag Uidhir agus bhi

cuid acu nach bhfuair deis ariamh imirt | bPairc an
Chrocaigh. Bhi na himreoiri seo ina laochra fosta ach is
annamh a luaitear a n-ainmneacha.

Ta go leor, lear eile a rinne sar abair ar son an CLG i
nDON na nGall. T& neart acu seo indr measc go foill
agus cuid eile acu ar shli na firinne. Sios frid na blianta,
bhi peileaddiri (fir agus mna), iomanaitheoiri, imreoiri
camogaiochta, bainis I, oilinairi, oifigi agus lucht
tacafocht do'n chead scoth againn inar gcondae.

Bhi blianta fada ann nuair nach raibh
an leibhéal is
ar gcluichi be
an obair is 1t
Chumann Lot
tuillteagna t

feistis a chur
mblianta sin nuair
Gaelach sz chong
smaointi
Ganiad,

| measc arn-=
ata leagth

Peil Ghaelach

Craobh Peile Sinsearach
na hEireann (2)

Craobh Peile Sinsearach
Uladh (8)

Craobh Peile Faoi-21na
hEireann (2)

Craobh Peil Miondrach
Uladh (6)
Sraithchomaortas Peile
Naisionta (1)

Corn Dochtuir Mac
Cionnaith (11)

Corn Dochtuir Ui Lagain (4)

lomanaiocht
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1992, 2012

1972, 1974, 1983, 1990,
1992, 2011, 2012, 2014

1982, 1987

1956, 1985, 1991, 1996,
2006, 2014

2007

1963, 1965, 1967, 1975,
1985, 1991, 20071, 2002,
2009, 2010, 2018

1952, 1965, 1966, 1967
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D Rosach

Darren Ross
Cealhru Aodha Dhuibh

F Mac Giolla Rua

A QO Loingsigh
Finn Mcilroy Adam Lynch
Cloch Fhada Cumann Pheadair Naofa

0 Mac Connmhaigh S Annett

C Mac an Choiligh
Conor Cox Oisin McConvey (C) Shane Annett
Boireann Crois Darach broichead Mhaigh Eo

L Middleton
Liam Middleton

Liatroim

10 Conaire

Josh Connery
Ceathru Andha Dhuibh

E Mac Caba

Owen McCabe
Ceathru Aodha Dhuibh

P O Laibheartaigh

Pierce Laverty
Sabhaill

D Mag Aonasa

Daniel Guinness
Ceathru Aodha Bhuibh

G Mac Fhih\'
Gareth McKibben

Caislean Mhuilin

A0 Doibhilin
Aaron Devlin
Cluain Daimh

C Mac Riocaird
Conor McCrickard

Liatroim

AN DUN/SUBSTITUTES

16. Jack Hazard Sabhaill 17. Ronan Fegan Boireann 18. Cathal Gorman Seamrogai an luir
19. Liam Kerr Boireann 20. Taylor Loudan RGU Dun Phadraig 21. Aaron Magee Cumann
Pheadair Naofa 22. Reece Martin Droichead Mhaigh Eo 23. Jack McCartan An Ghleann
24, Ruairi McCormack Cumann Pheadair Naofa

cail i Seachai 45 Saor Ciceanna
1AD Leath
2AD Leath

lomian
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Manager: Mickey Donnelly

FooTBALL -

0 0 hArtain
Oran Hartin
Léim an Mhadaidh

y C Mac Sedin
Conleith McShane

Baile Eachaidh

D 0 Raifeartaigh
Darragh Rafferty

Droim Sorn

S Mac [omhair
Sean McKeever
Don Geimhin

P Mac Gruagain
Padraig McGrogan

An Droichead Nua

C Mac Bhloscaidh
Conor McCluskey

Machaire Figlta

J Mag an Tiompéanaigh
Jude McAtamney

An Suaitreach

0 Mac Uilliam
Qisin McWilliams

An Suaitreach

C de Bron

Callum Brown
Leéim an Mhadaidh

B Mac Ceardin
Ben McCarron
Baile Stil

50 Dunaigh
Shea Downey
Leamhaigh

C 0 Dochartaigh

Conor Doherty (C)
An Droichead Nua

D O Caiside
Declan Cassidy
Baile Eachaidh

L Mac Uilliam
Lorcan McWillams
An Suaitreach

M Mac Gruagain

Mark McGrogan

An Droichead Nua

ila

DOIRE/SUBSTITUTES
16. Ryan Scullion Baile na Scrine 17. Aaron Bradley Bzile na Scring 18. Anton Tohill An
111 20. Eoghan Bradley Baile Stil 21. Marty Bradley
23. Ruairi Rafferty Droim Sorn 24. Brian

Suaitreach 19. Eoghan Concannon B
Baile na Scrine 22. Hugh McGurk Leamhaigh

Cassidy Sleacht N&ill

Ciceanna

1AD Leath
2AD Leath

lomidn
EIRGRI
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FORMATTO CHANGE FROM 2020

Changes are to be introduced to the Ulster Senior Football
Championship from 2020. The Ulster GAA Competitions
trol Committee have decided that from that year
/hich play in the Preliminary Round will be exempt
ng in the province’s opening fixture for two

h vill mean that just five counties will
inary Round draw for the 2022
hampionships thereafter.

ster Championship has been conducted
that all nine counties entered the bowl at
the OL/J[S\. and the first two teams drawn played in the
Preliminary Round, There was a time when the draw
worked on a two-year cycle and there were indeed
occasions when a county had to play in the Preliminary
Round for four consecutive years.”

“In my Annual Report to the Ulster Canvention in lanuary
I'highlighted the fact that Ulster was the only province
that operated a 'straight’ draw and that each of the
other provinces had some ‘conditions’ attached to
Football Championship Draw,

n itself was not a valid reason for change but
<tudv showed howthe Championship draw

YEAR GAME WINNER
2018 DONEGAL V CAVAN DONEGAL
207  MONAGHAN V FERMANAGH MONAGHAN
2016 FERMANAGH WV ANTRIM FERMANAGH
2014 TYRONE ¥ DOWN DRAW TYRONE
2013 CAVAN Y ARMAGH CAVAN
2012 CAVAN ¥ DONEGAL DONEGAL
20M DONEGAL vV ANTRIM DONEGAL
2010 DERRY V. ARMAGH ARMAGH
2009  FERMANAGH V DOWN FERMANAGH
2008 ANTRIM ¥ CAVAN CAVAN
2007 CAVAN Vv DOWN DOWN
2006 CAVAN V. DOWN DOWN
2005  FERMANAGH V ARMAGH ARMAGH
2004 TYRONE V. DERRY TYRONE
2002 MONAGHAN V ARMAGH ARMAGH
2002 CAVAN V' DOMEGAL DONEGAL
2001 FERMANAGH V DONEGAL EER;;VANAGH
2000  FERMANAGH V  MONAGHAN  FERMANAGH

’ CRAOBH PEILE ULADH

"While some may validly argue that this is just the luck of
the draw, the statistics paint a pirt ure which shows that
teams which contest the Preliminary Round have a very
poor record when it comes to actually winning the Ulster
title. On only four occasions has a team that played inthe
Preliminary Round gane on to win the Ulster title; Cavan
in 1945, Armagh in 2005 and Donegal in 2011 and 2012."

The decision of the Ulster Competitions Control
Committee is not retrospective, so nine counties will

be included in the draw for the 2019 Ulster Champlionship,
The two counties which are drawn to play inthe
Preliminary Round will not feature in the Preliminary
Round draw for the 2020 and 2021 Championships.

Seven counties will be included in the Preliminary

Round draw for the 2021 Championship and from the
2022 draw onwards just five counties will be included
inthe draw for the Preliminary Round game.

Brian McAvoy said; "It will come as no surprise that
counties prefer not to be playing in the Preliminary
Round and while some counties willin all probability
continue to be ‘favoured’ by the draw more than others,
this change will hopefully add some measure of
equilibrium to the statistics. While there is no ideal figure,
atwo-year exemption strikes the correct balance as

a one-year exemption was unlikely to bring about much
meaningful change, while a three-year exemption would
result in just three counties being in the Preliminary
Round draw and this would significantly increase the
prospect of repeat pairings.”

 PLAYED  WON
ANTRIM ! 0
ARMAGH - 4. . 3
CAVAN 6 2 ] 5
DERRY 2 )
DONEGAL 5 4
DOWN 4 )
FERMANAGH 6 4
MONAGQAN 3 7
TYRONE 3 5
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- AODERN STADIUM FOR THE NEKT GENE“RATION

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT TODAY FOR THE
CASEMENT PARK PROJECT

‘WHAT YOU CAN DO TODAY

With the Casement Park stadium application now at planning stage, it is
more important than ever to have your say on a first class home for the next
generation of GAA players and spectators. You can do this today:

Log on to www.CasementPark.ie and follow the video link to register

your support to a first class home for the next generation of GAA players
and spectators. :

Casementpark.ie [ f Facebook.com/caseEnentpafk

& @casementpark

CUVIANN
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ST COI.UMBA'S STRANORLAR

Situated on the banks of the

River Finn, St Columba’s as it now
stands was founded in 1968. ltisa
co-educational school underthe
trusteeship of CEIST with a student
cohort of around 900 students.

The school participates in Gaelic
games far boys and girls in foothall,
camaogie and hurling. In the last
academic year, we entered boys
football teams in U14.5, U16.5 and
U18.5 and in hurling we entered in
U14.5 and U16.5. For girls we entered
in U14, U16 and U20 in football and
Senior Camogie.

In 2018 our senior boys' team
reached the final of the Markey
Cup and were narrowly beaten by
Carndonagh Community Schoaol
in an extremely hard fought and
entertaining final.

Two players from this team, Qisin
Gallen and Paddy D
received Ulster S
This was the fi
Donegal received two awards inthe

same season. The same group of
players, with the same management
team of Kenneth Byrne and Mark
Cannon, won the Arthurs Cup in 2016
beating Holy Cross Strabane in the
final at Celtic Park.

Our U14.5 boys team, managed by
Steven O'Reilly, brother of Donegal
senior player Marty O'Reilly, and Mark
Anthony McGinley, Danegal senior
goealkeeper, were beaten in the final
of the McDevitt Cup.

This team then went on ta win the
county title, beating a strong Rosses
Community School team in the final.
Our U13.5 team competed in the

Faul Cup and reached the semi-final,
losing out to the eventual winners De
Le Salle Belfast.

The school has the former All-Star
nd Donegal All-Ireland winner,

tin Gavigan, on its teaching

falong with current Donegal

eeper Mark Anthony McGinley,

ho om are involved in

ng and managing of teams

&
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in the school. Past pupils Frank
McGlynn, Marty O'Reilly and Stephen
McMenamin are all part of today's
Donegal panel.

2018 has being an extremely
successful year for hurling in St
Columba's, with the school winning
the U16.5 Maguire Shield against

a combined Letterkenny schools
team. Last month, the U14.5 squad
were winners of the Br Mallon Shield,
defeating a strong Castlewellen
side in the final. Both teams were
managed by Ciara Coulter, who is
sister of current Donegal senior
hurler, Danny Cullen, and wife of
Declan Coulter, former Armagh and
current Donegal senior hurler.

We would like to wish Frank, Marty
and Stephen all the best intoday’'s
game. Donegal aby!
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SENIOR PREVIEW:

DONEGAL V DOWN

BY PAUL MCCONVILLE
THE IRISH NEWS

Jamie Brennan onthe move.
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WHEN Tyrone ended Oonegal's
Ulster Championship campaign at
the semi-final stage last year, it
brought a remarkable run by the

Tir Chonaill men to an end. That
nine-point reverse by the Red Hands
-who would go on to retain the
Anglo-Celt Cup with victory aver
Down in the final - was the first time
since 2010 that Donegal had failed
to reach the Ulster Final.

Donegal had contested six straight
provincial finals since 2011, winning
three but the last time they failed to
reach the decider, before last year,
was 2010. The team that prevented
them doing that was Down, who
would go on the reach the All-
Ireland Final that year only to lose
to Cork.

The Mournemen's victory in 2010
was the last inflicted on Donegal
outside of an Ulster Final until they
lost to Tyrone last year. It was a
game low on quality but high on
drama as both sides led at crucial
moments before Down edged it in
extra-time, inspired by mercurial
Mayobridge forward Benny Coulter
who bagged 1-9.

Donegal did make a lightning start
to the match with Dermot Molloy
and Conall Dunne pouncing for
early goals which helped them

io & 2-3 to O0-7 half-time lead. But
Down rallied in the second half and
levelled on the 70-minute mark to
take it to extra-time where Coulter's
goal proved crucial in a 1-15 to 2-10
victary for James McCartan's side.

Only Kevin McKernan and Darren
0'Hagan, who came on as a
substitute, remain on the Down
panel from that day while Michael
Murphy, Neil McGee, Frank McGlynn
and Paddy McGrath are the surviving

Donegal players from that dayin
Ballybofey.

But that's been as good as it's got
for Down in the Championship
against Donegal in recent times

as both counties’ fartunes have
radically diverged. The Mournemen
did make it to an All-Ireland quarter-
final two years later, but they lost to
a Mayo side which would eventually
been seen off in the All-Ireland final
by Jim McGuinness's Tir Chonaill
side.

Donegal gained some semblance of
revenge over Down earlier that year
when they defeated the Mournemen
in 2012 Ulster Final, Their 2-18 to
0-13 win also put paid to the notion
that they were a boring, functional
side who were happy to eke aut low-
scoring victories (they had famously
lost the previous years All-Ireland
semi-final to Dublin G-8 to 0-6).

They had to call upon their attacking
prowess that day to see of Down,
although one of their two goals did
came from the unlikely source of
corner-back McGlynn. Down looked
like they may enjoy two-point lead
at half-time before Leo MclLoone
popped up with a goal just before
the break to edge the holders in
front at the interval. That set them
up for the kind of third-quarter
surge which was a devastating
characteristic of Jim McGuinness's
Daonegal team.

Points from Mark McHugh and
Michael Murphy stretched the lead
before McGlynn plundered a 50th
minute goal and Donegal never
looked back from there, Down had
been hampered by injuries to Allstar
forwards Benny Coulter and Danny
Hughes, but there was no stopping
arampant Tir Chonaill side that day



Niall McParland holds tight 1o possession from Patrick McBride

who had added an attacking swagger to the defensive
solidity perfected in McGuinness’s first season in
charge.

All-reland success followed and another final
appearance came in 2074 as Donegal continued to be
ever-presents in Clones on Ulster Final day too during
that period. In fact they met Down again, this time as
reigning All-ireland champions, in the 2013 Ulster semi-
final which was a much maore attritional affair than the
previous year.

It finished 0-12 to 0-9 to Donegal, with the champions
always able to keep a determined Down side at arm's
length. Michael Murphy and Colm McFadden did most
of the damage, combining to supply 10 of Danegal's
12-point total.

They helped the Tir Chonaill men into a two-point
interval lead, Donal 0'Hare keeping Down in touch

with a few pointed frees and although the Mournemen
improved in the second half, they were never able to
reel in their opponents who kept the scoreboard ticking
over thanks to long range efforts from Murphy and
McFadden. However, t il
of Ulster titles as r‘.-.‘u
inthe final.

Although ti
today, the lik
McHughs re
decade while tl
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turnover of players in the same period.

Donegal have managed to add some exciting young
talent, as evidenced in their preliminary round victory
over Cavan in which Cian Mulligan, Ciaran Thompsaen
and Michael Langan starred. They comfortably saw off
neighbours Berry in the quarter-final, although Down
can perhaps take heart fram the 16 points the Oak
Leafers managed to put on the scoreboard.

Down were as good as they had to be against a
limited Antrim side in their quarter-final in Newry. A
black card denied them the experience and guile of
Kevin McKernan in the second half of that match and
the Burren man will be central to any success the
Mournemen hope to enjoy today.

Caolan Mooney may not be afforded the same space
against he enjoyed against the Saffrons while full-
forward Connaire Harrison had a relatively quiet game
against and can make a nuisance of himself on the edge
of the square today. It may be Down’s best hope, but as
Fermanagh proved in the dying seconds of last week's
semi-final against Monaghan, it can be mighty effective

Containing Donegal will be Down's biggest challenge,
thaugh, and for all their eager young stars, the likes of
Murphy and McBrearty are still to be feared. An unlikely
final pairing of Down v Fermanagh may please the
neutrals, but what's more likely is that Rory Gallagher
enjoys an intriguing reunion with Denegal.
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THE STATS Gaeliclife

DONEGAL ~ DOWN
SCORE SCORE
73% From play From play
From Set Pieces From Set Pieces

1744 1m 0.75 m 0.88
DONEGAL m DONEGAL m DONEGAL m DONAL O’HARE
2-21

AVERAGE SCORE AVERAGE GOALS SCORED  AVERAGE GOALS CONCEDED

SAT19TH MAY SFC QUARTER FINAL 7.00PM

% FEARMANACHO-12 W ARDMHACHAO-7 B
. - SUN 3RD JUNE 2.00PM

5%\ FEAR MANACH1-08 W MUINEACHAN 0-10.%,
e 4]

SUN 20TH MAY SFC QUARTER FINAL 4.00PM

TIR EOGHAIN 116 ¥ MUINEACHAN 1-18 @, SUN 24TH JUNE  2.00PM
& FEARMANACH V WINNER
oy,

SAT 26TH MAY SFC QUARTER FINAL 700PM

% ANDUN1-18 W AONTROIM 0-14 E@?

SUN10TH JUNE 4.00PM
ANDUN W DUN NA NGALL

SUN 27TH MAY SFC QUARTER FINAL 4.00PM
@ DOIRE 0-16 V. DUNNANGALL 2-16 @
=t

SUN13TH MAY SFC FIRST ROUND 4.00PM

DUNNANGALL2-20 M ANCABHANT-15 8%
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ULSTER GAA
PUTREFEREE HEALTH TOP OF AGENDA

In February 2018, Ulster GAA held their ‘The focus of our games is usually on the players but
free referee health checks at a specially recent research has shown that some referees are
arranged mobile clinic at the Tyrone GAA coneringssimilardistaneesto playsrsinourtop games.

Centre in Garvaghey. A referee needs ta run the length and breadth of the pitch

This annual initiative offers the opportunity for all referees ~ throughout afull game so these checks are essential”

on the provincial panel to avail of a full screening he

"These health checks give our referees a clear picture of
check free of charge. their medical position at the start of the new seasan and

Speaking at the clinic, Ulster GAA President Michael the opportunityte get any health concerns checked out”.

it ”Th? health and wellbeing of all our The mobile clinic health checks were facilitated by the
members is very important and we continue to promote tearn fram 3fivetwoGroup

healthy living and lifestyles to our membership, espacially

players and officials, who are obviously the most active”

ured from the left are: Conor McGaurty (Ulster GAA Player Welfare Officer), Jim 0'Rourke (Ulster Referses Secretary), Jim Murray
R es Chairman), Niall McKenna (Referee}, Stephen Donnelly (Ulster Games Administration Manager) and Michael Hasson
AL President) pictured with Kerry & Frances from 3fivetwo Group at the Ulster Referees Health Checks.

BEME SPORT m

Listen to today’s game live via bbc.co.uk/sportni
and on BBC Radio Ulster 1341MW.

Next up: The Final - Sunday 24th June
Live on BBC2 NI and BBC Radio Ulster 1341MW
Follow the latest news @bbcchampionship
#BBCGAA Programme times are subject to cha
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THE PAST DECADE

The last ten years has seen all nine Ulster counties reach
the last four of the Ulster Senior Football Championship.
Infact, only Cavan have failed to reach & provincial senior

deciderin that period. 2016 was unique in that both semi- Tpare 121 Donegal 12 - Clores

finals required a replay while 2074 is the only other year HoWn Ha  Mopaghan OF6 AtaleticDrounds

that a semi-final has required a second day out. Today

Fermanagh appear in their fourth semi-final since 2008,

and return to the venue of their anly victory in that period

read more on Page 40). Onthe other hand, Monaghan Donegal 1411 Monaghan 014 Kingspan Breffni

3 pearing in an Ulster Semi Final for the seventh Donegal  0-17  Monaghan  2-10  Kingspan Breffni (R)
onsecutive year. The two sides last met at this stage in Tyrone 016 Caven 3-07 Clones
270 when Monaghan came out on top by seven points. Tyrone 518 Cavan 217 Clones (R)

ne full record for the last 10 years reads as follows:

PLAYED WON DREW LOST Monaghan 1-20 Fermanagh 0-13 Kingspan Breffni

ANTDIM n 1 0 1 Donegal  1-09  Derry 0-10 St Tiernachs Park
ARMAGH A 1 7
AVA 4 0 1 3 _
- Donegal 316  Antrim 012 Clones
DERR 4 1 0 3 Monaghan 0414  Armagh 0-14 Clones
. ~ ) ) 1 Monaghan 118  Armagh 1113  Clones (R)
DO 5 & 0 3
eI J 1 0 2 Donegal 0412 Down 0-09 Kingspan Brefini
ONAGHAN 9 5 2 7 Monaghan 110 Cavan 012 Clone
T i 4 1 2
Down 114 Monaghan 143 Athletic Grounds
Donegal  0-12  Tyrone 010 Clones
Derry 314 Armagh 111 Clones
Donegal  2-06  Tyrone 0-09 Clores
Tyrone 014 Down 0-10 Casement Park

Monaghan 0-21  Fermanagh 2-08 Kingspan Breffni

Tyrone 015 Derry 0-07 Casement Park
Antrim 013 Cavan 1-07 Clones
A ; . i Fermanagh 1-11 Derry 1-09 Healy Park
Peter Turley escapes the clutches of Vinny Corey in the 2 Armagh 1-1 Down 0-10 StTiernach's Park

Semi Final.
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the impact of cancer in our
community, Cancer Focus NI

has enjoyed a long-standing and
fruitful partnership with Ulster
GAA over the years, which it is
looking forward to developing
over the next 12 months.

Established in 1969 to reduce
"

The charity, which began life as

th er Cancer Foundation, is

owards a future where we
\ate cancer, and inthe

me, envision a future where

ris a manageable disease

our society,

Based at Eglantine Avenue in Belfast,
Cancer Focus NI provides care and
support services for cancer patients
and their families across Northern
Ireland, funds cancer research and
offers programmes to raise awareness
of cancer and how ta prevent it.

Campaigning for improvements in
the diagnasis of cancer and cancer
treatments is also another important
strand of our work

Qur 'Keeping Well' programme
delivers a range of services right into
the heart of communities across
Northern Ireland, including schoaols,
sports venues and shopping centres
while our three “Keeping Well” vans
provide health checks, information

and support to graups and individuals.

Cancer Focus Nl started its
partnership with the Ulster Council
over a decade ago, through health
awareness training days for Ulster
Council coaches. Since 2008, the
has been usad as
rskin cancer awareness,
ave distributed sunscreen
at games. In 2010

ne smoke-free Ulster
nd in 2017, we were
ster GAA's cancer

vider

Gerry McElwee, Head of Cancer Prevention at Cancer Focus, is pictured supporting the work of Ulster
GAA's Health and Wellbeing programmes with Maura MchMenamin and Ciaran McLaughlin, Ulster GAA.

Also last year Ulster GAA was one
of our pilot groups for the 2017 UV
Index Monitcr programme as part
of our“Care in the Sun” campaign.
We hope to extend this programme
with Ulster GAA in 2018. We also sit
as a partner alongside Ulster GAA
and others aon the Farm Families
programme, which has been well
received by GAA clubs, particularly
in rural areas.

As we approach Cancer Focus Nl's
50th anniversary, we hope this
partnership with Ulster GAA is well
supported by the community

We look forward to continuing to
wark hand-in-hand with Ulster GAA
to raise awareness and vital funds

Cancer
 Focus
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UNDER 20 FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

FINISH ON THE DAY PROTOCOL

Ard Chomhairle instructed at their meeting on
February 23rd 2018, that relevant games that
finish level after normal playing times should
be completed as follows:

- PHASE 1: Proceed to Extratime as pravided for in T.O Cuid |
(two periods of ten minutes each way)

- PHASE 2: If teams are still level, an additional two periods
of five minutes each way will be played.

There shall be a maximum time space of five minutes
between the end of the first phase of Extra Time and the
beginning of the second phase.

The Half Time interval in the second phase of Extra time
should not exceed five minutes.

Forthe purposes of Riail 2.6 (a) (f) “Players in Extra Time"-
Rules of Specification T.O Cuid Il, Phase 2 of Extra Time
shall be considered an extension of the initial "Extra Time"
provision ratherthan as a new period of Extra Time (e.g.
ateam reduced to 14 players because of a sending off
during the playing of the first phase of Extra Time must
start Phase Il with only 14 players etc.)

PHASE 3: If still level, a “Free taking competition” to
decide the outcome: :

- Each team will nominate 5 free takers forthe compe-
tition and indicate to the referee in which order (1to 5)
the free takers will take the frees

- The 5 players above must be chosen from players who
have participated in the game, either in normal time or
in Extra Time.

- Players who receive a red card in Hurling or Football,
and players who receive a black card in Football, in nor-
maltime or Extra Time are not permitted to participate
inthe free-taking competition.

- The Referee will decide which end the free taking com-
petition should be played into.

- He willtoss a coin in the presence of the two captains to
see which team will have the option of going 1st.

- The Referee will ensure two goal umpires are in place
at the end in which the competition is being played into.

- _,r‘/ CRAOBH PEILE ULADH

- Frees will be taken by each ofthe five players from a
position aof their choosing an the 65m line (Hurling) or
from approximately the centre ofthe line marking the
semi-circle (33m) in Football. Frees in football may be
taken from the hands or off the ground.

- InHurling, frees shall be taken in accordance with the
provisions of T.0 2017 Cuid Il -Rules of Set Play Riail 28
(a)and (b) and Rules aof Foul Play 4.24, 4.25 and 4.27.
Breaches of these previsions will render frees null ang
void and they cannot be retaken,

-_- - In football, frees shall be taken in'accordance with the

provisions of .0 2077 Cuid Il Rules of Set Play - Rule 25
and Rules of Foul Play 4.23, 4.24 and 4.26. Breaches of .
these provisions will renderfrees null and void and the
cannot be retaken.

- Frees will be taken far points only, with no goalkeeper
defenders facing the free-takers.

- Onlythe players involved in the free taking competities
as well as the Referee Linesmen and two umpires are
permitted onthe pitch - in football all players (9) to
be at midfield and behind the semi-circle being used
for the free kicks; in hurling all players () to be on ar
around the 45m line behind the 65 from which the fress
are being taken

- All other players, managers, officials, backroom person
neletc should be at their designated sideline area, ang
offthe field of play when the free-taking competitionis
taking place.

- The game is awarded to whichever team scores more of
their 5 frees.

- If still level then sudden death frees to be taken Using
the same 5 players in order (i.e. first sudden death free
is taken by the player wha took the first free for each
side, 2nd sudden death free if required ta be taken by
the player who took the 2nd free and so on).

- If a player scares in sudden death and his direct oppo-
nent misses, the game is awarded to the team of the
player who has scared.

" - The sudden death element will continue until such time

asthere is a definite autcome (i.e. returning to the first
player(s) and repeating the sequence again if required
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Name Club Age Height Weight Name Club Age Height Weight
Paddy McGrath Ard an Ratha 28 Bit1@" 13st Ciaran Thompson Naomh Conaill 22 & 14st
€aolan McGonagle  Bun Cranncha 21 6ft3 d4st Cian Mulligan Gaoth Dobhair 208 E51 12st
Darach 0'Connor Bun Cranncha 1 bt 7 12st Paul Brennan Realt na Mara 26 &ft 13st
Patrick McBrearty  Cill Chartha 23 OEHLESS e ST Conor Morrison Naomh 20 5ft1 12st
- Adhamhnain
Ryan McHugh Cill Chartha 22 5it o Tist
7 ™ Brendan McCole Naomh Naille 12 5ft11 13st
Jamie Brennan Realt na Mara 20 5ft ¢ 13st
; Conor Marrision Naomh 22 &ft 12st
Mark McHugh Cill Chartha 26 5ft10 12st Adhamhnain
Neil MeGee Gaoth Dobhair 31 &2 4t Tony McClenaghan  Bun na Bhabail P2 L ofte s At
| Frank McGlynn GleannFhinne 30 . 5ft10 13st Ciaren McBinley  Cill Chartha 29 lefeo st
| Michael Murphy Gleann tSUilf 27 oftz 15st Jamie Brennan Realt na Mara PR RETEES
! Martin O'Reilly Sean Mac . 24 5ft10  f2st leo Meloone Naomh Canalll 29 bft 14st
' Cumbhaill -
| Niall 0’'Dennell Naomh 19 faciae S1act
! Eoghan Ban NaCeslla Beaga 21 5t 13st Adhamhnain
l Ballagher : ; )
4 Michael Langan Naomh Micheal = 21 6ft 2. 14st
Hugh McFadd NaCeallaBeaga 23 6ft 3 14st
Le = 2 g Stahen podh Rua S et Bt
| Caolan Ward Naomh 24 6ft3  13st MeMenamin
; Adhamhnéin
; Stephen McBrearty  Cill Chartha 22 6&ft 14st
Eamon Doherty Naomh 26 &ft 0 T4st
Adhamhnain Shaun Fatton Naomh X oft 13st
Adhamhnain
Mark Antheny Naomh Micheal 27 6ft 1 14st
McGinley Ddhran MacNaillais  Gaoith Dobhair 26 6ft 13st
Martin McElhinney ~ Naomh Micheadl 28  &ft1 13st Nathan Mullins Naomh Ceangail 28  6&ft1 13st
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OFFICIAL
SPONSORS

AlIB

AN DON 20w
Manager: Eamonn Burns

M € Maoldeirg

Marc Reid
Ath Bhriain

B Mac Ardail
Brendan McArdle

Eanach Chluain

C O Flannagain
Colm Flanagan
Caisleén an Mhuillin

A O Dochartaigh
Anthony Doherty
RGU Dun Phadraig

D 0 hAgain
Darren O'Hagan

Lwain baimn

C 0 Maanaigh
Caolan Mooney
Caislean Ruairi

NMac Parthalan

Niall McParland
An Ghleann

N 0 Donnaile
Niall Donnelly

Tulach Lis

P Mac Toirealaigh

Peter Turley
RGU Ddn Phadraig

C Mag Fhinn

C Mac Thiarnain S Muilleoir
Kevin McKernan Conor Maginn Shay Millar
Boireann

Ath Bhriain An Ghleann

D O hir
Donal O'Hare
Boireann

C 0 hEarchai

Connaire Harrison
Glas Droimmain

R Mac Sedin

Ryan Johnston

AN DUN/SUBSTITUTES

16. Shane Harrison Glés Droimmain 17. David McKibbin Ath Bhriain 18. Sean Dornan
Caisledn an Mhuillin 19. Ronan Millar An Ghleann 20. Ryan McAleenan Cumann Pheadair
Naofa 21. Shay Murnin Cluain Daimh 22. Coner McGrady RGU DUn Phadraig 23. Ruairi Wells
Ath Bhriain 24. Jonny Flynn Loch an Oileain 25. Niall Madine Sabhaill

26. Conor Poland Cloch Fhada

Cail Cailini Seachai 45 Saor Ciceanna

1AD Leath
2ADLeath

SPONSORS ’
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‘ 50 Peatain

Shaun Patton

Naomh Adhamhnain

N Mac Aoidh

Neil McGee

Gaoth Dobhair

P Mac Craith

Paddy McGrath
Ard an Ratha

- E Ban 0 Gallchsir
~ Eoghan Ban Gallagher
F Na Cealla Beaga

C Mac an Bhaird R Mac Aodha

P 0 Braondinn
Caoclan Ward Paul Brennan Ryan McHugh
Mzomh Adhamhnain Realt na Mara

Cill Chartha

L Mac Giolla Uain
Leo McLoone
Naomh Conaill

A Mac Phaidin
Hugh McFadden

Ma Cealla Beaga

M O Longain

w 0 Mac Niallais : P Mac Fhlainn
Odhran Mac Niatlais Michael Langan Frank McGlynn
Gaoth Dobhair i Naomh Micheat Gleann Fhinne "d

WO Murchi

P Mac Breartaigh S 10 Braanain
Patrick McBrearty ' Michael Murphy Jamie Brennan
CillChartha e Realt na Mara

Gleann tSuili

Mark Anthony McGinley Naomh Micheal  Stephen McMenamin Aodh Rua, Cuil Mhic gCuirridin
' Eamonn Doherty Naomh Adhamhnain Mark McHugh Cill Chartha Daire § Baoill Gaoth
Dobhair © Caeolan McGonagle Bun Crannacha *~ Ciaran Thompson Naomh Conaill
- Ciaran McGinley Cill Chartha ~# Conor Morrison Naomh Adhamhnain
-~ Cian Mulligan Gaoth Dobhair -~ Darrach O Connor Bun Cranncha

R - Syt R . 2 Tl
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DOWN PEN PICS:

Name

Niall McParland
Marc Reid

Shane Harrison
Benny McArdle
Kevin McKernan
Darren O'Hagan
Colm Flanagan
Anthony Boherty
Caplan Mooney
Daragh 0'Hanlon
Peter Turley
Coennaire Harrison
Niall Donnelly
Gonor Poland
Ronan Millar
Caror Maginn

Ryan Johnston

Club

Glenn

Bryansford
Glasdrumman
Annaclone
Burren

Clonduff
Castlewellan
RGU Downpatrick
Rostrevor

Kilcoo

RGU Downpatrick
Glasdrumman
Tullylish
Longstone

Glenn

Bryansford

Kilcoo

’ CRADBH PEILE ULADH

Height Weight
6ft1 13st7
6ft3  14st5
6ft3 14st
6ft1 13st7
o6ft 14st
12st 6
12st5
13st 6
13st 6
13st
15st

Name

David McKibben
Shay Millar
Donal O'Hare
Sean Dorman
Jonny Flynn
Ruairi Wells
Aaron Margan
Conor McGrady
Shay Murnin
Johnny Bell
Conor Francis

Ryan McAleenan

Stephen McConville

Shane Murray
Darren McElhinney

Jerome Johnston

Club.
Bryansford

Glenn

Burren
Castlewsllan
Loughinistand
Bryansford
Kilcoo

RGU Bownpatrick
Clonduff

RGU Downpatrick
Bredagh
Warrenpoint
Clonduff

Darragh Cross
Rostrevor

Kilcoo

Weight
13st6
125t
12st 5
135t 6
13st6
13st 2
12st5
13st
12st 8
12st 5
13st 3
125t 5
T2st
12st
125t 5
125t 6




World leading Video
Collaboration and
IT Solutions

We go beyond t
Support with w
Video Collabo




CRAQBH PEILE ULADH

F DA

90,00

Active players of Gaelic Games

DID YOU KNOW?

U LSTE R | We are more than a Sporting and Cultural Association, ~ ,

we are a grassroots volunteer driven movement focused
on making the communities which we serve better places.

Approx. 250,000
spectators in total

® @ @ -ttendedmajor

‘ Ulster GAA controlled
fixtures in 2017

5,000

In 2017 15,000

GAA members

took part in Ulster
GAA Health and
Wellbeing initiatives.

28,000 60%

Children were

coachedaspart  pfsports

of the Foundation - attendances on the
and Key-stage! island of Ireland
Schaols programme comes from the GAA

42% 350

of volunteering  attended the

ontheisland of O'Neills Ulster

Ireland comes  GAA Coaching and

fromthe GAA.  Games Conference
Annually.

30 - CRAOBH PEILE ULADH

The Ulster GAA web-site
receives approximately
35,000 hits per month

126,000

Over 126,000 spectators
attended the Ulster Foothall &
Hurling Championships in 2017,

40,000

Spectators approximately attended the
2018 Bank of Ireland McKenna Cup.

8974

As a grassroots community based not for
profit organisation, Ulster GAA reinvests
approx 85% of its income fo grassroots
development at County and Club level.

ndy 20:000

y69,000

Twitter followers
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7 "Valumg
Volunteéer

TOM HOGAN

RGU DOWNPATRICK

Never one to seek the lime light,

amy visitor to Pairc Tomas Ruisel in
Downpatrick for Club Games will be
familiar with the quiet man doing the

gate, Tom Hogan.

% = follower of Gaelic games going back to
Sw=shdfwough days of the 60's, Tom was, by his own
ammi=sion, more of a follower of the County team but he
zut the club bug in the 1990's when RGU were in their
PO =8

Smusmed on by the involvement of his Uncle Oliver
Margan) Tom entered the fray with the Hoops and has
S==mworking tirelessly since.

T does the gate at every home match and over the
pe==t fewryears has been helping out at Pairc Eslerand in
S=llyoran on match days manning the ticket booths. At
==y club games he dons a new persona and does the
mwaich reports for the Down Recorder.

S s also an ever present at the Club lotte every
Semdiay and is part of the furniture inthe count room as
e Sickets are checked. Every pound and every ticket
= sorutimised and when the numbers are drawn his first
mants are invariably "that'll never be won'

%= has also dragged his wife Bridget into club duty now
amd she makes all the sideline flags and has made some
gr==t banners for the Hoops.

S5 have always appreciated the work that volunteers
4= Tom Hogan do as he fully understands how the work
5=t he does impacts on the future generations.

CRROBH PEILE UL

RGU honoured Tom in 2011 with the Clubman ofthe year
award which really humbled him and also spurred him
on to do more, particularly when he became President of
RGU, using his office to raise money for local charities.

It must be noted that the work of volunteers like Tom,
within' Down, that allows for clubs and counties to
function, as without their invaluable input the GAA would
not be what it is today. From those that bought and
sowed the seeds of our pitches, to the people behind the
scene who have the team kit washed every week, to those
who make the tea after the matches/ meetings, we are
truly indebted.

It is you and your free time that you unselfishly give, that
is the backbone of our organisation and it is the example
that we wish our children to endeavour to follow - TRUE

GAELS!I

Kevin McKernan slots in the all important goal against Antrim in
the Quarter Final.
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“i1l:5 Glenn John Martins

. Centre Half Back = Shooting

e for youngsters: [z e
st T.irern;ch’s: pa s coaches and always work hard!

dildizss Pitch and putt - Paddy Brooks i

21z - Dan Gordon 4 e T
Best Player yc ayed with The friends you maké!“ :
Benny Coulter
@NMcparland19
Niall McParland

=i Peter Harte ' ;

DoIWn V-Monagﬁan Ulster
Semi Final 2017

Darren O'Hagan

Ryan Johnston - too busy ldoking in
the mirror!

Kevin McKernan

Wear campression shorts

Ed Sheeran Perfect

Remember the Titians

Croatia

1= e S Carbonara

Do not get éoo high with the highs
and too low with lows: Matthew
Fitzpatrick

Johﬁkennedy

F%nna Murphy.

At IT SOLUTIONS
important s Tackling

Tackling -

sy &



7 days.

7 original 6" Subs.

SUBWAY

Keep Discovering

A8 Sub of the Day@ is available for £2.49 on the day specified only, while stocks last,
until 26/06/2018. Not valid for double meat. double chees= or any other extras.
Not to be used in conjunction with any other offers or discounts. Participation

may vary, See www.subway.com for details.

All third party trademarks are the property of their respective ommers.
' Subway® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP Inc. S2018 Scomay B inc

: Wedn-es,dag .

 Feast

a9

Tuesday

Mango
Chicken
Tikka

Meat

Friday
Fiery
Tuna

Saturday

Pepperoni
Pizza
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FOUNDATION HURLING COURSE
-PHYSICAL DISABILITY

SAVEYOU A PHYSICAL DISABILITY?

D0 YOU KNOW SOMEONE WITH A PHYSICAL DISABILITY'?
WOULD YOU LIKE A GAA CERTIFIED COACHING QUALIFICATION?

FREE COURSE, ACCOMMODATION & MEALS.

Ji=t=r GAA are offering a free Hurling Foundation
Dmers=for anyone with a physical disability. This is
e standard GAA award, the only difference being
9=t the course will be delivered using novel and
smimee coaching methods to assist the participants
ma=Swering the practical elements of the award.

e Foundation Award is the introductory award
imr ooaches of Gaelic Games, The course is aimed
& Beginner coaches and will enable participants
= ==sist a coach in the organisation of activities
tz d=velop hurling.

TSE FOUR MODULES ARE:

«imtroduction to Games

« Sl Development

« Wow=ment Skills

« Cmaching Children, Youths and Adults

SIS FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT PAUL CALLAGHAN
& paml callaghan.ulster@gaa.ie T:0035386 8066166

BY THE END OF THIS COURSE PARTICIPANTS WILL
BE ABLE TO:

= Assist a coach in organising a programme of games
and skill development activities appropriate to each
participant's needs and abilities -

= [dentify the skills of hurling

- Assist a coach in organising progressive activities
(drills and fun games) to develop five key skills

» Assist a coach in organising progressive activities to
develop movement skills appropriate to Gaelic Games

= Assist a coach in organising and managing players for
an effective practice session

= Build rapport, abserve, analyse, explain, provide
demanstration and positive feedback to players.

DATE - 2nd July (6-10pm) & 3rd July (9am-5pm)
VENUE - University of Ulster, Jordanstown
COST - Free (Accommodation & meals provided)

PARTICIPANTS MUST BE OVER 16.
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BSFC R1
ST OF

ST QF

CSF
D =24
HC E3A

LoELL

Donegal 2-20 Cavan 1-15

Jerry 0-16 Donegal 2-16

Jonegal 3-19 Antrim 1-09
Tyrone 1-21 Donegal 1-12
102 Longford 0-07
-14 Donegal 1-15
=gal O-14 Galway 4-17

jal 212 Fermanagh 0-11
an 0-14 Donegal 1-1
L 0-17 Monaghan 2-10

= Danegal 0-11
_ork1-15 Donegal 0-21
olin 1-15 Donegal 110

2gal 1-13 Tyrone 110
nagh 0-08 Donegal 2-11
rry 0-10 Oonegal 1-09

71 Donegal 0-10
gl 3-12 Galway 0-11

~=== bursts out of the defence against Cavan.

USFC QF Derry 0-11 Donegal 1-11
USFC SF Donegal 3-16 Antrim 0-12
USFC FINAL

Donegal 0-15 Monaghan 1-09

Al QF Donegal 112 Armagh 1-11
Al SF Donegal 3-14 Dublin 0-17
AIFINAL Kerry 2-09 Donegal 0-12

USFC QF Donegal 2-10 Tyrane 0-10
USFCSF  Danegal 0-12 Down 0-0%
USFC FINAL

Maonaghan 0-13 Donegal 0-07
AIQR4 Laois 0-08 Donegal 014
Al QF Mayo 4-17 Donegal 1-10

USFCR1 Cavan1-10 Donegal 1-16
USFC QF Donegal 213 Derry 0-09
USFC SF  Donegal 0-12 Tyrone 0-10
USFC FINAL

Donegal 2-18 Down 013

Al QF Donegal 1412 Kerry 1-10
AISF Donegal 0-16 Cork 1-11
AIFINAL Donegal 2-11 Mayo 013

CRAOBH PEILE ULADH

THE PAST DECADE

USFCR1 Donegal 1-10 Antrim 0-07
USFC QF Cavan 1-08 Donegal 2-14
USFC SF  Donegal 2-06 Tyrone 0-09
USFC FINAL

Donegal 1-11 Derry 0-08

Al QF Donegal 112 Kildare 0-14
BT
Al SF Dublin 0-08 Donegal 0-06
USFC QF Donegal 2-10 Down 115
AIQ R1 Armagh 2-14 Donegal 0-11
USFC QF Antrim 1-10 Donegal 0-12
AIQR1  Donegal 2-13 Carlow 1-06
AlQ R2 al are 1-07
AIQR3 ) E
AIQR4
Al QF
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LOOKING BACK

2010 ULSTER SENIOR
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

QUARTER FINAL IN BALLYBOFEY

DONEGAL 2-10 DOWN 1-15 ¢rrer exira e

Down edged out Donegal by two points after
a marathon tussle in Ballybofey that needed
extra time to separate the sides. Benny
Coulter pounced late in extra time with the
defining score, firing to the net after Neil
Gallagher had been dispossessed.

It had all started so well for Donegal, finding the net
themselves twice in the opening 20 minutes, first through
Dermot Motloy and then Conall Dunne, That put them four
points ahead, 2-07te 0-03, but Down finished the half the
better with points from Martin Clarke and Danny Hughes
narrowing the gap to two.

They could even have went in ahead at the break, but
Benny Coulter’s late effort was deflected onto the post
and out for a '45.

Michael Murphy grabbed his only score of the game
shortly after the restart, but Down controlled the
remainder of the game, eventually getting level in
the 5%th minute thanks tc Clarke and Hughes again

D Molloy 1-3, C Dunne 1-0, R Kavanagh, D Walsh, M
Murphy, A Hanlon, M McHugh, C McFadden, E Wade
0-1each

David Walsh edged the home side again once more
before Coulter levelled with a wonder scare with only
two minutes remaining.

That was only the start of a frantic finish, with Dan Gardon
seeing his goal bound effart saved by Paul Durcan. Martin
Clarke duly slotted the resulting ‘45 to put Down ahead
before Rory Kavanagh equalised with the last kick of
normal time (2-07 to 0-13).

Extra time was a cagey affeir, with both sides taking a
more cautious approach. Down went ahead through
Coulter and Hughes, before Mark McHugh and Colm
Mcradden replied

Then came the decisive moment of the game, when Down
broke at pace to see Coulter find the net. And despite

a few nervy moments late on, the Mournemen held on
while Donegal were left to rue their 16 wides aver the 0
minutes.

Attendance: 12,000 / Referee: Joe kicular

B Coulter 1-4, D Hughes 0-4, M Poland, M Clarke 0-3
each, J Clarke 0-1.




DECLAN BONNER
DONEGAL SENIOR FOOTBALL MANAGER

We are delighted to be here at St Tiernach'’s Park for
today’s Ulster Semi Final with Down.

Games have come thick and fast in this year's
Champianship, and we're looking forward to another
‘tense and hard fought encounter this afterncon.

Two games into the championship, | know that we're
far from the finished article. While we've had pleasing
aspects in both the Cavan and Derry games, we've
plenty of room for improvement and have been
working hard in training to address that.

The whole group is locking forward to meeting the

* challenge Down will mount today. Beaten Ulster
finalists last year, Down come into this semifinal on
the back of a good guarter final win over Antrim.

Recent results in Ulster, and indeed in other provinces,
show just how unpredictable Championship football
can be and we will be doing everything in our power to
ensure that we return here in a fortnight’s time for the
Ulster Final. it will not be easy or straightforward, but
nothing worth winning ever is.

I must pay tribute to the Donegal supporters who have
given us such tremendous support in Mac Cumhaill
Park and Celtic Park in previous rounds. Your support
means so mueh to our team and the atmosphere you
create gives everyone a lift. More of the same today,
please.

I would also like to thank the players for all the
commitment and effort they have shown to Donegal
football not just this season, but over many, many
years.

| also appreciate the support from our team mentors,
backroom staff, medical personnel, county board and
our sponsors, KN Group and The Abbey Hotel

Din na nGall Abu.
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HEAD TO
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Today Down are back in an Ulster Senior Football Semi
Final and we maet opponent's in Donegal who are
experienced campaigners and who have in recent
times had the better of us at this level,

The fact that our Under 20’s are also centre stage
today gives the double bill an impetus for Down fans, in
recent years we have not had too many days like today.
We hope that by the end of the evening two Down
teams will be preparing for a return to Clones on Ulster
Final day: -

The players have worked hard from our Quarter Final
win over Antrim, the effort made by the players and the
members of the management and backroom teams has
been tremendous in preparing for today,

We have had the disappointment of relegation but
today is Championship and hopefully we will deliver
a performance that takes us to an Ulster Final. Over
the years there have been many great Championship
battles between Down and Donegal and | have no
doubt that today will be a similarly tough encounter
with youthful exuberance facing the experience of
many campaigns.

| hope that we can give the Down supporters something
to smile about and take them back to Clones on the
24th June. To my former playing colleague Conar
Deegan and the Down Under 20's | hope that you can
begin the daywell for us, | wish you all well, you are

the next generation of footballers to wear the Red and
Black, be proud and enjoy the day.

As always as a Team and Management we appreciate
the support given to us by our Team Sponsors EQS IT
Solutions and our Associate Sponsors, we are indeed
grateful for the contribution that they make to Down
GAA. - :

The County Board have supparted us at all times

and we hope that today we can give the loyal Down
supporters something to be proud of as we try to get
the better of Donegal: Let us hang out our brightest
colours today and let the Red and Black be flying high
this evening.
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WILLIAM SMITH (RIP

The world of Down GAA lost
‘'one of its favourite sons
when we learned of the
sudden death of William
Smith last week. We knew
him as William or William
James to those with longer
memories, a man who always
gave of his very best for his
Club and his County.

William epitomised the GAA as the
Give All Association for he himself
gave all to his Club and his County,
more than anyone could have asked.

The history books of Down GAA
will record that William served his
County as a member of The South
Down Committee and then as Vice
Chairperson and later as South
Down Chairperson.

Prior to that William had a keen
interest in the then vibrant Down
GAA Youth Board being a delegate
back in 1981. On Coiste Banisti,
William served as Vice Chairperson
as delegate to the Ulster Council and
forthe past four years as Irish and
Cultural Officer.

Serving on Ulster Council led
William to enjoy friendships with

’ CRAQBH PEILE ULADH

people from other Counties but
also to fight the carner for the
Clubs of Down to ensure that they
got their entitlements and their
representation when the need was
there.

There is no doubt that his love for
allthings Irish and for our Culture
in particular meant that the post of
Irish and Cultural Officer was a post
made for William.

Scor was where William was
happiest, he enjoyed the
Competitions at all level within
Down and then at Provincial Level,
he enjoyed the friendships he made,
i t took him throughout
ncial and National

and Cultural Officer he

: i Titles being won
e and in Ballad
rd inthe annals
Down will not be easy

ment that gave
de of all and that
McDowell from his

as crowned All Ireland

Scér na nOg Champion in 2017 | do
W25 2 prouder man in

he Waterfront Hall when the result

was announced and Glasdrumman
had an All-lreland Champion.

Glasdrumman was so important

to William, it was his parish, it was
where he was from and it was his
Club, the Club he played for, the Club
he served as a committee member
and as a Chairperson. The Club where
he oversaw the development of a
new ground and Clubrooms, a Club
where he had pride in his place.

The people of Glasdrumman were
William's people, here he had built

a successful business, created jobs
and at all times looked out forthe
goed of his community.

We in Down GAA have lost a good
friend, a decent man who served his
County and served it well.

William was indeed the epitome of all
that is good about the GAA, he gave
of his time, he sought no reward, he
chose to try and make a difference
and to so many people he achieved
Jjust that.

To Aileen his wife, to Aidan, Eugene,
Therese, Caroline, Aisling and his
grandchildren we extend our deepest
and heartfelt sympathies on the loss
of a hushand-and father.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam,
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Ulster GAA, through our ‘GAA FOR ALL programme, provide the
opportunity for everyone to play our games. The aim of the Ulster
GAA Disability Inclusion Programme is to work in partnership with
other agencies and organisations to enhance the physical health
and wellbeing of people with a disability, whilst simultaneously
promoting social inclusion through participation.

In Northern Iretand 21% of people have a disability or long term condition
which limits their day-to day activities. However only 15% of pecple with a
disability take the recommended level of exercise compared to 38% of people
who have no disability. (NI Census 2017).

Ulster GAA has developed a GAA FOR ALL coaching resource to support
coaches, parents, teachers and volunteers. We hope to enable them to
establish sessions that are inclusive, stimulating and fun for children and
adults with a disability who would like to play Gaelic games. The coaching
cards show various games and activities that will help the participants to
improve their Fundamentals, hurling and football skills while assisting them to
play through use of madified games. It also gives guidelines and information
to help establish a safe and effective environment.

Ulster GAA also have a provincial wheelchair hurling team who compete in the
national wheelchair hurling league and championship annually. Anyone with
a physical disability or impairment are encouraged to get in touch to find out
more about the sport.

For further info contact:
shane.mccann.ulster@gaa.ie or visit www.ulster.gaa.ie/coaching
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ST GERARD'S

Joseph McCrudden
Ciaran Lynn
Matthew McCormack
Tony Trainer
Eammon McGauley
Golden Oforha
Owen Donnelly
Eoin Scullion

Joe Saunders

Marc McDonnelly
Sean Og Turner

DONEGAL DYNAMO'S

Donie Carr

Joe Friel

Damien Gallagher
David Gallagher
Kieran Gallagher
John Gettins
John Meehan
Jack Monaghan
Brian 0'Donnell




V!zl’ " FF 4T "‘.ﬂ’l‘

SiEsrn :: re receive their All Ireland Rine Forrne award from John Hafan
=t=r=m CLG and Anton Mac Gabhann, Cathamriaach Na;snunta Scor.

nu-mzm_unﬁsucczss ron

Miatty Grahams Glen

Lo

W=RANAIOCHT AONAIR
Te=rbhila Scallon

=nrmm St Patrick’s

v Zoghain

Cumann Lithchleas Gael

_ _ RINCE SEIT
WTERISEOIREACHT . Maigh Eo
Ss=amdan Mac Gabhann ~ Aghamore
4n M - Cleann Na nGeal .

SMLEAD GRUPA
:ahy Rangers
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ULSTER SCHOOLS
STJOSEPH'S NEWRY

GAA has been prominent

in St Joseph's for 60 years,
going back to 1958 when the
school first opened its doors
to the young men of Newry.

We have had some famous past
pupils in our time, from Northern
Ireland’s Pat Jennings, who played
midfield in the early 1960’ to Down's
Tommy McGovern (Burren) and Paddy
Kennedy (Glenn) who lined out for
the schaool inthe 1970's.

In more recent times we have

had the likes of Ronan Murtagh
(Ballyholland Harps) and Niall Madine
(Saval) represent both our school

& the county with distinction. With
regards staff, Down legend Pete
McGrath, famous for managing the
1991 and 1994 All Ireland winners,
taught with us for a while as well

as current county players Niall
McParland (Glenn) and Niall Donnzlly
(Tullylish) who were members of our
support staff a few years back.
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During the last four decades there
have been three constants on the
St. Joseph’s GAA field; Mr Feargal
Rodgers (Castlewellan), Mr Pat
McParland (Ballyholland Harps)
and Mr Fintan Doyle (Granemore,
Armagh).

Up until 2013 the school was involved
inthe Down Vocationals Schools’
football, with limited success. But

in more recent years several factors
have contributed to GAA success

the new Ulster

y. along with an
field opened

13 and with the

new staff, Mr Martin
n. Tyrone), Mr Michael
lle, Armagh) and

/ (Shane O'Neill’s,

w2 Nave managed to win

=s in the last 5 years,

—~ Q. =h

our most successful
gards Gaelic
the school won both the

Cup & the UT5.5 Nagle Cup

inthe same year. In addition to that,
the school was also awarded the
Irish News GAA Secondary Schaol of
the Year 2014, along with the Newry
& Mourne Post Primary Team of the
Year 2014. These were the last titles
that Mr McParland and Mr Doyle won
before they both retired in 2017,

We have had to wait a few years for
our next title, but that came about in
April of this year, when our Year 9's,
coached by Mr Mallon and Mr Agnew,
assisted by Mr Rodgers and Mr Brady,
won the U13.5 Malton Cup after a
thrilling match against St Killian's
College, Garron Tower.

Allin all, sport in St Joseph's is
thriving right now and along with our
successful Gaelic teams, we have
had equal success in the local soccer
& golf competitions, something that
we as a school are so proud of, but
for the majority of our staff, GAA is
aur first love.




2018

DOWN-
THE PAST DECADE

2014

20M

USFC QF Down 1-18 Antrim 0-14

2017

USFC QF Down 0-15 Armagh 2-07
USFC SF  Down 1-14 Monaghan 0-15
USFCF  Tyrons 2-17 Down 0-15
AIQ R4B Monaghan 1-24 Down 1-16

2016

USFC QF Monaghan 2-22 Down 0-09
AIQ R1IB  Down 31/ Longford 2-24 AET

2015

USFC QF Derry 0-12 Down O-11
AIQ R1IB  Wexford 2-16 Down 2-11
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Anthony Doherty moves away from Matthew Fitzpatrick

USFCR1 Tyrone 2-11 Down 3-08
USFCR1R Down 0-12 Tyrone 3-11
AIQRIB Down 4-18 Leitrim 0-0%
AIQ R2B Down 0-11 Kildare 1-18

2013

USFC QF Derry 1415 Dawn 2-17
USFC SF Donegal 0-12 Down 0-0%9
AIQR2  Derry 013 Down 1-05

2012

USFC QF
USEC SF
USECF
AIQ R4
Al QF

Down 2-10 Fermanagh 1-08
Monaghan 1-13 Down 1-14
Donegal 218 Down 0-13
Down 1-13 Tipperary O-11
Mayo 3-18 Down 2-09

USFC QF Armagh 1-15 Down 1-10

AIQR1  Clare 112 Down 1-13
AIQR2 Down 1-16 Leitrim 1-08
AIQR3  Antrim 0-10 Down 3-13
AIQR4 Down 0-14 Cork 2-22

2010

USFC QF Donegal 2-10 Down 115

USFC SF Tyrone 0-14 Down 0-10
AIQR2 Down 114 Longferd 1-10
AIQR3  Offaly 1-10 Down 1-12
AIQR4  Sligo 0-10 Down 3-20
Al QF Down 1-1& Kerry 1-10

Al SF Down 1-16 Kildare 1-14
AlF Cork 0-16 Down 0-15

2009

USFC R1
AIQ R1
AlQ R2
AIQR3

Fermanagh 0-13 Down 0-10
Down 1-16 London 1-07
Down 2-09 Laois 0-07
Wicklow 1-15 Down 0-17
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loose on

Ulsier SFC semifinal
DONEGAL...........c........ 2-22
DOWN.....cceevnerinreerann 1-12
Alan Foley

St Tiernach's Park

own supporters at St

Tiernach's Park in

Clones began to fear

the worst when their
team lost 10 of their opening
kick-outs in yesterday’s one-
sided Ulster SFC semi-final
against Donegal.

And so it would prove.

The victors were utterly
dominant from start to finish
and, if anything, the 13-point
margin between the counties
does a disservice to Declan
Bonner’s side, who will go into
the Ulster final as red-hot fa-
vourites in a fortnight against
Fermanagh. Down can only
hope the qualifier draw is a
kind one given the sharks
lurking there at present.

Goals from Leo McLoone
and man-of-the-match Jamie
Brennan arrived either side of
the break in front of a crowd of
12,051 as Donegal began both
halves with statements of in-
tent.

In the first they racked up
1-8 before Down managed so
much as a point. In the second

they mustered 1-4 without -
reply.

And much of this was with-
out their three-time All-Star
Neil McGee, who was given a
straight red card in the 14th
minute.

_ “We started well, thereisno

“We got scores on the board
and the threat was coming
from all over the park and the
lads are playing with that bit
of freedom. You would have to
say that Down didn’t put the
challenge to us.

“We can only look after our-
selves and play what is put in
front of us and I thought we
did adapt and had 10 scorers
from all over the park.”

The variation in Donegal’s
attacks was breathless at
times. Right from the throw-
in, their football was refresh-
ing and Paul Brennan’s point
after just 80 seconds was the
conclusion of a flowing and
patient move that outfoxed
Down, who lined up with 14
men behind the ball with Con-
naire Harrison a lonely figure
at the other end of the pitch.

Not that lonely, though.
McGee and Harrison were
booked by Anthony Nolan in
the early stages for an off-the-
ball incident. Then, with
Donegal 0-4 to 0-0 up, Harrison
and his own teammate Darren
0O’Hagan collided with one an-
other by the stand at the Pat
McGrane side and McGee fell
on top of the Down full-for-
ward, leading with his knee.

Nolan, who consulted with
linesman Sean Laverty, opted
to send off the Donegal full-
back, who will now be sus-

Irish Examiner

ominant
Donegal let

Mournemen

pended for the final.
Eventually, Hugh

McFadden would-drop back in
from midfield with Murphy
slotting back and Caolan
Ward tasked with handling
Harrison.

But the changes at the back

pressive. McLoone's goal ar-
rived on 22 minutes and owed
a lot to his quick-thinking,
slotting past Marc Reid as the
ball cannoned down off the
upright after Ciaran Thomp-
son had shot for a point.

That made the score 1-7 to
0-0 and Ryan McHugh’s sweet
effort with the outside of the
boot moments later showed
the gulf in class.

Down couldn’t get out of
their half as Donegal smother-
ed the midfield.

In the 26th minute Down
finally got a white flag waving
through Caolan Mooney and
their finish to the half was
credible, with Harrison, Donal
O’Hare, and Conor Maginn all
on the mark. Peter Turley had
a glorious goal chance but di-
thered and ended up fluffing a
punch wide.

Again, Donegal began the
second half with intent and
Murphy popped over a fine
score. Patrick McBrearty,
who would finish the after-
noon with six points, kept
things ticking over and Jamie
Brennan'’s goal on 45 minutes
heaped on the misery.

Reid had little option from
the tee, despite his team’s nu-
merical advantage, and went
long from a kick-out. Murphy
was on hand to gather at mid-

Monday, 11.06.2018

field and Thompson set
McHugh away and he self-
lessly set-up Brennan to score
Donegal’s second goal for a
2-16 to 0-7 lead.

Donegal were creating gozal
chances at will and, if any-
thing, they were overplaying.
Brennan was unlucky not to
add a second goal as he hit the
butt of the post as Reid came

from his line. Then, Stephen
McMenamin somehow only
slapped over with Odhran
MacNiallais and Brennan cre-
ating the chance. Brennan,
ably assisted by Murphy and
McFadden, probably
should’ve done better than a .
point. One of the few bright
sparks for Down came in the
75th minute with a well-taken

Niall Donnelly goal to reduce
the margin of the drubbing.

But there was no com-
plaints from the Momrne men.

“When McGee went off,
they're a very experienced
side, they know how to play
with 14 men,” said Down boss
Eamonn Burns.

“They’re well organised up
the field and they leave two ~
men up the field who are very
potent so they handled that
situation quite well. I'm not
going to stand hereand say it’s
not going to be difficult to get
players up for the qualifiers, it

Scorers for Donegal: J Brennan 1-3; P
McBrearty (3f) 0-6; M Murphy (3) 0-5; L
McLoone 1-0; P Brennan, R McHugh 0-2
each; C Ward, C Thompson, S McMena-
min, M McHugh 0-1 each.

Scorers.for Down: N Donnelly 1-1 C
Harrison, D O’Hare (3f) 0-4 each; C Ma-
ginn 0-2; C Mooney 0-1,

DONEGAL: S Patton; P McGrath, N
McGee, E Gallagher; C Ward, P Bren-
nan, F McGlynn; H McFadden, M
Murphy; C Thompson, R McHugh, L

McLoone; P McBrearty, M Langan, J
Brennan.

Subs: D O Baoill for Langan (34), O Mac
Niallais for McLoohe (49}, C Muiligan for
Thompson (49), S McMenamin for Gal-
lagher (54), M McHugh for McGiynn
(58), E Doherty for PBrennan (65).
DOWN: M Reid; C Flanagan, B McArdle,
A Doherty; D O'Hagan, N McParland, C
Mooney; P Turley, N Donnelly; K McKer-
nan, C Maginn, S Millar; D O’Hare, C
Harrison, R Millar.

Subs: R Johnston for R Millar (b/c, 21),
R Wells for McParland (h/t), S Doran for
S.Millar (b/c, 36), D McKibben for Turley
{55), J Flynn for McKibben (b/c, 66).

‘Refetee: A Nolan (Wickiow).

GOOD DAY: :
Michaet Murphy was pipped by
some 1o the- man-of-the-match.
award but ‘& monumenta
gﬁlﬂ*ﬂkm hisearm-over the..

They placed Niall McPar-
land on Michael Murphy and
after Murphy took a chunk of
McParland while gathering a
ball at that end of the first
guarter, he didn’t want to
know.

Donegal have been racking
U . 2-20 against
inst Derry, 2-22




THE CHAMPIONSHIP

Eirgrid Ulster U20 Football Championship semi-final: Derry 2-17 Down 2-15

From Sean Mahoney
in Clones

ERRY completed

the mother of all

comebacks to set up

an Ulster U20 final

showdown with
Armagh.

The Oak Leal  found
themselves 10 points down
after the Mourne lads had
blitzed them with two
stunning first half goals.

But that never-say-die
attitude that served them
so well against Donegal was
produced again in spades as
Oisin McWilliams, his twin
Lorcan and the powerful
Callum Brown rose to the
occasion.

Derry manager Mickey
Donnelly was relieved and
annoyed but extremely proud
of his players.

“} just said to them and | am
not going to tell them any lies,
but [ am angry, | am cross and
I am hurt and they are going
to get a kick in the ass all week
but they were brilliant in the
second half,” said Donnelly.

“Seven points down at
half-time and then they got
three points straight away
to the second half and you
would have thought thal was
curtains.

“But just to stay in the game
and the patlence they showad,
I don't think we regatied the
lead until the B4rd milnute and

[ am just immensely proud.”

Down's two goals in a
fiveminute spell left Derry
shell-shocked and trailing by
seven points at the break.

It was a thrilling contest
played at breakneck speed
but it was the young Mourne
men who set the pace with
Aaron Devlin, Daniel Guinness
and Owen McCabe the main

threats.
Liatroim’s Conor
McCrickard  opened  the

scoring with two converted
frees and they were 3-1 ahead
when Lorcan McWilliams and
Aaron Devlin traded frees.

Oisin McWilliam's scored
the first point from play on 11
minutes and his twin Lorcan
levelled the score before Ben
McCarron put the Oak Leafers
ahead.

Down’s nippy Guinness and
the busy Lorcan McWilliams
kept the scoreboard ticking
over before Laverty landed
the first Down goal on 18
minutes, following sharp
passing from Devlin and
Aaron Magee.

Only five minutes later and
Down bagged the second
goal and it was another slick,
sweeping move which was
finished to the net by Devlin,

And  the  Mourne  men
prossed home thelr
advantage with further scores
from Magee, MeCrickard and
Culnness to take a 28 1o -7
hall e lead

Derry fight back for f

MATCH STATS

Down: D Ross, B Gallen, Finn Mcllroy, A Lynch, C Cox {0-1), O McConvey,

S Annett, L Middletown, J Connery, O Mot abo (0-1), P Laverty (1-1), D Guinness
(0-2), A Devlin (1-3, O-1 free), C MeCriokaid (03, 0-3 frees) Aaron Magee {O-1)
Subs used: | McCartan (0-1) for Devlin (41), L Kerr (0-2) for Middletown (43°);
G McKibben for Magee (52), R Fegan fal Connery (63);

Yellow cards: McConvey (17) and hlaok taid (57), ) McCartan (59);

Red cards: McConvey (59) — yellow aid Biack cards.

Derry: O Hartin, S McKeever, D Raffaily I Lo nnnon, J McAtamney,

C McCluskey, P McGrogan, C Brown (141 (1 McWilliams (0-4), C Doherty (01,
0-1 free), S Downey, B McCarran (04, 01 o), M McGrogan, L McWilliams
(1-7, 1-0 pen, 06 frees), D Canaldy, Bl | Mothane (0-1) for Concannon
(27"), M Bradley for Grogan (49), A Higellsy 10 Dohorty (63), E Bradley for

0 McWilliams (63); Yellow carda; Mutilisbay |

Referee: Conor Doureen

Donnelly a
proud man
as Down
are left
devastated

Down continued ths sees
half as they finished i B
with a flurry of polits §
Conor Cox, Deviin and LA
and with a 10-point lead §
looked unstoppable

Both keepers, Deriy's (8
Martin  and  Dowins
fons pulled off birtiant

'), L McWilliams (55)

10 seconds of each
uthier but Derry lit the fire
i thelr comeback when
Lann MeWilllams converted
A ,u ialty

“hnts lollowed from Derry's
el MeWilllams, before the
shiony rown won a long ball
al the eddge of the square and
Baered brilllantly into the
til

within

Fhiwi nubstitute JaCk
Bl arian histed  a point
il b st touch but the
Misiineimen's thirst for

goals proved costly as they
Seie ahit down by the hard
Rt bl Nerry delence,

Bene Motarron closed the
g al Olein MeWillams
sl hefore MceCarron's

= tilgel Derry ahead with
P tes played, Guinness
la Siedd b Down but It was
Ll ftak that  had
B andd bellel  and

Lvilers
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McCarron’s  fisted  point
followed by Conor Doherty
converted free set Derry on
their way.

Down were also reduced to
14 men when Oisin McConvey,
who picked up an early yellow
card, recelved a black card

Liam Kerr pulled back two
polnts but Derry's Conleth
MeShane made sure ol victory
with s late polint

Down assistant manager Lo
Conor Deegan, Mickey Walsh
wilidl hin players lacked by

W STICKING TIGHT: Derry's Ben McCarron tries to get away from
Down'’s Jude McAtamney at Clones
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inal spot

Plcture: Seamus Loughran

game experience and insisted
they will take valuable lessons
from defeat

“Derry minors played Inoan
AllIreland final last yoar and
an Ulster minor final the year
hefore and you can't beat that
experlenca and maybe o
boys Troze and weire Hhilikiing
of the Anlsh Hne, " said Walsly

S ey Bave o b froan
this and De sire e pest e
they are i & Big gaie Higl
they don't make e sai
mistakos



