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s ciis mhér dthais dom an
teachtaireacht seo a scriobh
arld mdr seo do na contaetha
go |éir ata pairteach sna
cluichi inniu i bPairc an
Chrocaigh.
It gives me great pleasure to
welcome you all here for today’s
GAA Football All-Ireland Senior
Championship double-headerin
GAA headquarters,

Today is the beginning of a new
format of the All-Ireland Football
Championship quarter-finals and
one which | hape will bring great
excitement to all GAA supporters
in attendance at our games and
watching from afar.

The 2018 Championship
summer has already given us so
many highlights and there’s a real
buzz of excitement about what's
to come in the next few weeks.

The meeting of Roscommon
and Tyrone is one which promises

to be a hugely exciting game with
both sides having very impressive
wins last weekend. Bainisteoiri
Mickey Harte and Kevin McStay
have enjoyed great success in
Croke Park in the past, so one can
expect an extremely competitive
match.

Our second game this evening
sees two provincial winners go
head-to-head as the Leinster
champions face the Ulster
champions. Supporters of both
sides bring great colour and
atmosphere to wherever their
county is in action, while Dublin
and Donegal have played out
many epic battles in recent years.
| expect another fascinating game
once the ball is thrown-in at 7pm.

There are a lot of people who
play an important part in the
GAA Championship summer from
supporters, to match officials,
to grounds staff, to sponsors, to

Q aorricialcaa

media - but above all | want to
salute our players who continue to
be such outstanding ambassadors
for our great games.

Finally | would like to thank you
for your support of Gaelic games.
Enjoy your visit to Croke Parkand |
hope you bring home some happy
memories from these games.

Rath Dé an obair,

Lot & Aar

Sedn G hOrdin
Uachtaran
Cumann Lithchleas Gael

@ orrcALGAA

© orriciaicaa
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CLUICHI A MHAIR 80 NOIMEAD Mdrtan O Ciardha

THE SEASON IN NUMBERS
ONES TO WATCH Brian Murphy

HISTORY IN THE MAKING Sedn Moran
EMERGING TALENT IN CHAMPIONSHIP 2018

BY THE NUMBERS - ROS COMAIN
BY THE NUMBERS - TiR EOGHAIN
ROSCOMMON TEAM LINEQUT
TYRONE TEAM LINEQUT

NEED FOR DEEPER, STRONGER SQUAD IS PARAMOUNT Colm Keys

DUBLIN TEAM LINEQUT

DONEGAL TEAM LINEOUT

BY THE NUMBERS - ATH CLIATH

BY THE NUMBERS - DUN NA nGALL

NAVIGATING THE CHOPPY WATERS john Harrington

WE HAVE MET BEFORE Donal Keenan
SENIOR SCOREBOARD 2018

CELEBRATING GAELIC SUNDAY Cian O'Connell
WHERE WOULD YOU RATHER BE? Paul Fitzpatrick
CUMANN NA mBUNSCOL, ATH CLIATH

MAKING THE DAYS COUNT
CUINNENA nOG

CROKE PARK SAFETY AND GENERAL INFORMATION

DAVID GOUGH (AN MHI)

This will be the Slane clubman’s fifth outing of the current campaign having
already been on duty twice in the Ulster Championship (including the Donegal
vFermanagh final at Clones) and twice in the Qualifiers (Westmeath v Armagh
at Mullingar and Kildare v Maya at Newbridge). Both Roscommon and Tyrone
featured on Gough's 2017 as he was assigned the Red Hand’s quarter-final
against Armagh and the Rossies’ Connacht final encounter with Galway at
Salthill. An intercounty panel member since 2013 Gough was last on duty at
Croke Park in March for the AIB Club final between Corofin and Nema Rangers.

__ ANREITEOIR

CONOR LANE (CORCAIGH)

The Banteer/Lyre clubman is on duty for the fifth time in the 2018 Senior Football
Championship, the most recent of which was last weekend when he blew the
whistle in Navan for Kildare and Fermanagh. Earlier matches to come under his
jurisdiction were Mayo v Galway at Castlebar, Fermanagh v Monaghan at Omagh
and the Carlow-Tyrone qualifier at Netwatch Cullen Park. The Rebel referee’s

last outing at Croke Parl was at the end of January for the Dublin-Kildare Allianz
League tie. The 41-year-old's last outing with Donegal was also in the league
(2017) when they faced Cavan at Kingspan Breffni.

NREITEOIR
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CLARANLAE 1840 ATH CLIATH amach ar an bpdirc
e . S 1842 DUNNAnGALL amach ar an bpdirc
16.40 ROS COMAIN amach ar an bpdirc 18.45  Oifigigh an chiuiche amach ar an bpdirc
16.42  TIR EOGHAIN amach ar an bpdirc 18.50 Cointoss
16.45  Oifigigh an chiuiche amach ar an bpdirc 18.58  Amhrdnnabhfiann
16.50 Cointoss 19.00  Tis an chluiche
17.00 Tisan chiuiche 19.38% leath-am
17.38* Leath-am RESPECT Exhibition Go Games
RESPECT Exhibition Go Games 19.53  Tiis an daraleath
17.53* Tusandaraleath 20.35% Crioch an chluiche

1835* Crioch an chiuiche * depending on ‘added time”
GAA Football All-Ireland Senior Championship
Quarter-Final Group Stage Group 2 Phase 1
5.00 PM
In the event of a draw. both teams earn one point.

ROS COMAIN v TiR EOGHAIN

AN REITEOIR: David Gough (An Mhi)
LINESMEN: Derek O’Mahoney (Tiobraid Arann) {stanpsy rer),
Noel Mooney (An Cabhan}
SIDELINE QFFICIAL: Liam Devenney (Maigh Eo)
UMPIRES: Stephen Gough, Eugene Gough, Terry Gough, Dean Gough

GAA Football All-ireland Senior Championship
Quarter-Final Group Stage Group 2 Phase 1
7.00 PM
In the event of a draw, both teams earn one point.

ATH CLIATH v DUN NA nGALL

AN REITEQIR: Conor Lane (Corcaigh)
LINESMEM: Paddy Neilan (Ros Comain) {stanpey rer),
Sean Hurson (Tir Eoghain)
SIDELINE OFFICIAL: James Bermingham (Corcaigh)
UMPIRES: John Joe Lane, Ray Hegarty, D] O’Sullivan, Pat Kelly

D aorricnLan

To advertise your Support, Services

and Products in Official GAA -

Match Programmes contact Lynn at
01 2887247 lynn@dbapublishing.ie

Produced by DBA Publications Ltd.
on behalf of GAA Communications Dept.

el (01) 288 7247
Fac(01) 288 3583
Emall info@dbapublishing.ie

Design, styling, layout and image selection
Tom Doyle tomd3@dbapublishing.ie
Tom Shiggins tshiggins@dbapublishini

Adyertising & commercial
Lynn Fletcher lynn@dbapublishing.ie

Phetography

Sportshile

Copyright © 2078 GAA
Altrigh erved. No part oft ublication may be
reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any farm
or by any means, including photocopy
or other digital, electronic or mechar
withaut the pri

write in the first instance to the publisherat;
DBA Publications Limited, 56 Carysfort Avenue,
Blackrock, County Dublin.

Ordering In

Quantity sales. Special discounts are
on quantity purchases ubs, County Boards,
businesses and others. For details, contact the
publisher at the address abave.

GAA ON
DIGITAL

You can download

this match

programme and.

CHAMPIONSHIP Sloteomong
S App to your device

- iphone, Android

and desktop.

Search for 'GAA Match Programmes”
inyour App or Android Store._

FOLLOW US

facebook.com/gaaprogrammes 0

DGAA_Programmes o

gaaprogrammes @

@& orrcuican @ orroaieas © orrciaieaa



OFFICIAL CAR PARTNER
OF DUBLIN GAA

UNRIVALLED GRIP
WITH SYMMETRICAL
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE.

. 4 TO BOOK A TEST DRIVE CONTACT US TODAY
SUBARU : www.subaru.ie

Confidence in Motion

DEALERS
Active Cars P.G. Duffy & Sons, Naas Road, Castle Garage Carroll & Roche Cars John Casey Motors Brownes Cars
Facketstown Road, Carlow Newbridge, Co. Kildare Bray, Co. Wicklow Newlands Cross, D22 Ennis Road, Limerick Spierstown, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal
059-9172555 045-431340 01-2862125 01-4642444 061-455299 074-9740496
Dermot Healy Motors Dovyles Garage, Courtown, Neary’s Lusk Denis & Mary Ryan Slatterys Garage Cunningham Autopoint
€iizrmey, Co. Kerry Gorey, Co. Wexford Station Rd, Lusk, Co. Dublin Bishopstown, Cork  Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Exit 19 M6, Carnmare, Oranmore, Co. Galway
D54-6632242 053-9427500 01-8437100 021-4346655 067-24111 091-383000

e e are for Bustration purposes only. * All models marketed by Subaru irekind come with the reassurance of a five year ar 160,000 kilometres waranty, plus lwelve year anfi-corosion cover and three year painiwe
warranty. This is in addifion to fhree year's membership of Subaru Assist - o comprehensive home and roadside repair and recovery package. www subanie




Mdrtan Q Ciardha

n deireadh

seachtaine seo

atd an chéad-

fheicedil ar

an mér-athra

is deireanai

4 ar chluichi

Chumann Lithchleas Gael agus
tds & geur le babhta céilithe na
gCluichi Ceathrii Ceannais Peile.

Is minic a chlosifidh td gur mall
le CLG dulimbun athruithe agus
cé go bhfuil sé fior go mbionn an
eagrafocht cliramach go leor, ni
féidirara ach gur ceann i nach
mbionn aon eagala uirthi tabhairt
faoi chéras nua nuair a cheaptar
sin a bheith féinteach,

Taca an ama seo beagnach 50
bliain 6 shin a thug an Cumann
faoi athr a bhi radacach go leor
nuair a shocraigh an Chomhdhail
Bhliantuil go mbeadh 80 néiméad
imeartha i mbabhtai ceannais
sinsearacha na gcuigi, i gcluichi
leathcheannais na hEireann agus
sna cluichi ceannais.

Uibh Fhaili/An Cabhan/Cill
Dara agus Loch Garman eatarthu
a chuiran rdn Faoi bhréid na

Your link to the language

WWW. 9‘7‘{5 (?L -Ee

dteachtal, a bhi tagtha le chéile

i gColaiste Muire i gCathair na
Gaillimhe an chéad uair ag an
gComhdhadil a bheith ar bun
lasmuigh de Bhaile Atha Cliath le
34 bliain.

John Dowling, a bhi le bheith
mar Uachtaran ar CLG ina dhiaidh
sin a mhol an rin agus maris
dual do CLG chuir fear eile a raibh
an ondirsin le bheith aige — Con
Murphy, ina choinne go laidir.

Nuair a thainig an vétail, ghlac
na teachtai leis le méramh laidir.

Ba i nGaillimh freisin a bh{
an chéad chluiche peile a mhair
80 ndiméad, Cluiche Ceannais
Chonnachta idir iadsan agus Ros
Comain a himriodh ar Phairc an
Phiarsaigh aran 12 14il 1970 agus
gdla gaoithe ag séideadh isteach
6 Oiledin Arann.

Scérdil Joe Mac Lochlainn
as Maigh Cuilinn dha chil do
Ghaillimh, John Keenan as an Dun
Mér0-7 i mbua na Gaillimhe
2-15,0-8.Ba é Mel Flanagan
a scorail cil Ros Comain, fear a
bhain cld amach ag plé le imirt
an ghailf agus dearadh cursai ina

CHEAD FHEICEAIL

first viewing

MOR-ATHRO

major change

dhiaidh sin,

An Domhnach dar gcionn ar
Phairc an Chrécaigh mhair Cluiche
Ceannais Laighin 80 néiméad don
chéad uair agus facthas scor gach
dara néiméad nuair a bhuaigh
Contae na Miar Uibh Fhaili 2-22,
5=132,

Aran Domhnach an 26 Itil 1970
a himriodh na babhtai ceannais
i gCdige Uladh agus i gCuige
Mumbhan.

| gCluain Eois ba iad Sean O’
Connell agus Brian Devlin a scérail
ctil an Ddin a bhuaigh 2-13, 1-12.

Scoréil Mick O'Dwyer agus Mick
0O’Connell 0-13 eatarthu agus
mo sheanchara Liam O hUigin
1-1 i mbua Chiarrai ar Chorcaigh
ar Phéairc an Ghearaltaigh i gCill
Airne.

Sna babhtai leathcheannais
bhuaigh an Mhi ar Ghaillimh
(1-15,0-11), bhuaigh Ciarrai
ar Dhoire (0-23, 0-10) agus ba
iadsan freisin a thug an chéad
chluiche ceannais 80 néiméad
leo nuair a fuair siad an ceann ab
fhearrar an gContae Rioga 2-19,
0-18.

MAR IS DUAL

as is the tradition

& sorrioncan

@ orricacan

@ orrcaccan Q orricican



It all looks better through a Fairco window

“Upgrade your house to a Fairco home and experience the highest leve
of styling, craftsmanship and security” Jim Toal, Managing Directo

FAIRCC

www.fairco.ie WINDOWS & DOORS




THE SEASON IN NUMBERS

s.f\:’b

The number of spectators that attended the Four
provincial finals.

The number of years that
Carlow waited For a Leinster
Championship win over
.Kildare. Prior to their 2-14
to 1-10 success at Tullamore

in the quarter-final, the A A Y "‘.

Barrowsiders hadn’t ]
defeated the Lilywhites : B N
since 1953 when they won - "_5
by 1-9 to 2-1 at Athy. =

The number of points Dublin have scored in each

of their three championship outings to date. The

Metropolitans hit Wicklow For 4-25 at Portlaoise

before notching 2-25 against Longford and 1-25

against Laois in the provincial semi-final and final

respectively as winning margins of 23, 19 and 18
points (average 20) were run up.

Number of matches in the championship that have Failed
to produce a goal. In Connacht the one goal-less game
was Roscommon (24) v Leitrim (10) while Leinster had
two; Longford (16) v Meath (14) and Laois (12) v Carlow
(8). Munster also had two games without a green flag

— Tipperary (20) v Waterford (9) and Kerry (32) v Clare
(10). Ulster’s lone goal-less contest was Fermanagh (12) .

v Armagh (7). Kildare (21) and Mayo (19) was the only

qualifier match without a goal.

The winning margin Monaghan ran up when
defeating Waterford in Round 1 of the Qualifiers
at Fraher Field Dungarvan. It equalled the
record jointly held by Dublin and Armagh. The
Metropolitans set the target in 2004 by defeating
London (3-24 to 0-6) and the Orchard County
equalled it in 2013 when they beat Leitrim by 8-13
to 0-10.

& BcrricAGA F OFFICIALGAA B OFFICIALGAA B OFFICIALGAA



TADHG O’'ROURKE
(Roscommon)

» O’Rourke is in his second year as a regular in the Roscommon

side. The Tulsk Lord Edwards midfielder made his championship
debut against Leitrim last summer and has not looked back since,
nailing down his place in the Roscommon midfield and impressing
many with his fine displays. O’Rourke was the joint captain of the Rossies
side that won the Connacht U21 title in 2015 and lined out for the U21s once
again in 2016. A tall, powerful midfielder, he has fitted seamlessly into the senior
team over the last two years. While midfield partner Enda Smith has been grabbing the
headlines, O’Rourke was singled out for special praise by manager Kevin McStay after the
Round 4 win over Armagh last Saturday.

FRANK BURNS
(Tyrone)

_ Burns won a county intermediate title with Pomeroy Plunketts in 2016,

which helped launch him into the senior intercounty reckoning, and was
instrumental as his club reached the last Four of the Tyrone SFC last
_year. He won an All-Ireland Vocational Schools title with Holy Trinity,
Cookstown, where he was coached by Peter Canavan. Burns won

an All-Ireland U21 title with Tyrone in 2015 and then captained
the side in the competition the following year. This season,
Burns has nailed down the No. 6 jersey and has already drawn
favourable comparisons with Red Hand great Conor Gormley
for his superb performances in what had become a problem
position for Mickey Harte. Burns delivered one of his most
accomplished displays so far in the Round 4 Qualifier win
over Cork last weekend, winning the man of the match
award and scoring three points from play.



BRIAN HOWARD
{(Dublin)

Follows in the footsteps of Ciaran Whelan and team-mate Brian - ONEILLS
Fenton as a midfelder from the Raheny club with a big reputation.
Howard played at centre-back on the Dubs’ All-Ireland winning U211

side last year. He was an unused sub in last year’s All-Ireland final, but
is now firmly in Jim Gavin’s plans, having started and scored in each of
Dublin’s three championship games this summer from wing-back. A versatile
player who can operate anywhere in the middle third of the field, Howard featured
off the bench against Westmeath and Kildare last summer and was touted by former
Dubs team-mate Diarmuid Connolly as one to watch for 2018. So far, the DIT student has

not disappointed and a few solid performances in the knock-out stages of the championship would
confirm him as the Dubs’ breakthrough star this year.

SHAUN PATTON
(Donegal

Although Shaun Patton is a newcomer to the Donegal Football panel in 2018,
the 22-year-old has a considerable reputation as a goalkeeper going back
to his five years playing League of Ireland soccer. Patton made his League
of Ireland debut for Finn Harps aged 16 and spent last year at Sligo
Rovers, having also played for Derry City and represented Ireland
at schoolboys level. However, Donegal manager Declan Bonner
managed to convince the St Eunan’s clubman to join his squad
at the start of this year and he has fought off stiff competition
from Peter Boyle and Mark Anthony McGinley for the No.
1 jersey. The 2018 campaign has been a learning curve
for the newcomer but he has acquitted himselfwell and
has impressed with both his short and long range kick-
outs, as well as his shot-stopping, drawing favourable
comparisons with ex Tir Chonaill stopper Paul Durcan.
Aregularin the Allianz League, Patton made his
championship debut against Derry before landing an
Ulster title last month.
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MEKANTILE
' BAR

Join us after the match for
The Sunday Game.

Open late with live music every weekend

www.mercantile.ie | 28 Dame Street, Dublin 2.
For bookings email bookings@mercantile.ie
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istoryis in the
making this
weekend, as
the GAA begins
the round robin
quarter-final
: format for the
first time. Designed to provide
more matches at the sharp end of
the championship, it also levels
the playing field for the All-Ireland
football championship.

It is worth remembering that
the whole concept of All-Ireland
quarter-finals is only 17 years old

Sedn Moran

but despite that, it rapidly became
a focal point of the championship,
with its coming together of
provincial champions and four
survivors of the qualifier route.
Nine years in, it looked
as ifthe format had fatally
undermined the status of the
provincial championships when in
2010, all four title holders — Kerry,
Roscommon, Tyrone and Meath —
bit the dust in the last eight.
So, had the system reached
a tipping point at which the
historical provincial races could

Damien Comer of Galway, and
Shane Enright of Kerry

be definitively deemed obsolete?

Afterall, as well as being
able to analyse the priceless
autopsies of defeat those
counties in the qualifiers have
the great advantage of regular
matches. As long as a team can
avoid injuries that’s the best way
to be ticking over. No time for
destabilising introspection and
also the incrementally developing
confidence of winning.

To be entirely faira
competition should make the
same demands on all teams.

INEILS
(o)



Any deviation from that creates
disparities in the way counties
are treated. This has long been
a criticism of the championship
system based on provinces of
different size and competitive
depth.

But the benefits conferred
by getting out of the provincial
championships now looked
as ifthey had become
disproportionate.

Within 12 months, the All-
Ireland semi-finals for the first
time featured no qualifiers.

Eight years later and it has all
proved an over-reaction. Of the
28 semi-finalists in that time,
only five haven’t been provincial
champions but the burden of
complaint shifted. When Kerry
reached the 2016 All-Ireland
semi-final they had compiled a
championship CV of one match

Munster final) against Tipperary

and two (Munster semi-final and
All-Ireland quarter-final).

When then GAA Director
General Paraic Duffy introduced
this new format as a discussion
document in 2016, it specifically
set out to address one of the
main perceived failings of the
old system: that the unbalanced
nature of the provincial
championships meant vastly
different requirements for
different counties to win an All-
Ireland.

Some provincial champions —
generally Ulster and to an extent
Connacht both of whom have
provided the five title holders in
the past seven years to lose in the
last eight — arrived in Croke Park
for the quarter-finals tired by the
demands of their success whereas
Dublin and Kerry have been the
exclusive winners of decreasingly
competitive championships in

Leinster and Munster.

But it would have been
jumping to conclusions to
deduce from 2010 that the
provincial championships were
becoming less important or that
the champions were excessively
disadvantaged by the system.

Taking the qualifier route
had all of the advantages of
momentum and practice but also
a downside.

The introduction of extra time
at the All-Ireland quarter-fnal
stage in 2011 meant that any
team, which had been active in
successive weeks can find itselFin
difficulties against opponents who
have been rested for a couple of
weeks.

This has also been addressed
by the sequence of matches,
which in Phase 1 sees provincial
champions, who haven’t played
for a couple of weeks, Face each



other whereas the more practised
qualifiers are also drawn together.

Galway face Kerry for the
fifth time in the last eight and
it's a fixture that the Connacht
champions have yet to win.

They must have despaired at
theirill-fortune in finding Kerry
waiting as qualifiers in those years
when they had won the province,
2002 (as All-Ireland winners} and
’08 and when having made it to
the All-Ireland quarter-finals
through the qualifiers, which the
county has managed only three
times, they found Kerry already
there as Munster champions.

This looks different, as under
Kevin Walsh they have established
credentials after an unbeaten
regulation season in Allianz
League Division 1, followed by a
narrow defeat against Dublin in
the final. For the first time since
2010, they have out-lasted their

great, neighbouring rivals Mayo in
the championship.

The match before they meet
also reunites two counties who
also met at Croke Parkin 2014,
Monaghan and Kildare faced each
otherin the final qualifier round
on the Saturday of the August
bank holiday.

It was a thrilling match
that went Lo extra-time before
Monaghan won a championship
match at Croke Park for the first
time in 84 years. By coincidence
the county had its first win at the
venue since then beating Dublin
in the league last March.

Kildare had established
themselves as quarter-final
specialists with six appearances in
eight years between 2008 and 15
but they won just one of those, in
2010.

On Saturday Tyrone and
Roscommon will also be providing

O aorrciaccas

a novel fixture in the last eight
but they too played a qualifier, if
not at Croke Parl, in 2013 when
Tyrone edged it by two points in
Dr Hyde Park, having won more
convincingly at the same venue
the previous year.

Finally, Dublin and Donegal
have a long-standing relationship
in the later stages of the
championship, having played two
quarter-finals, in 2002 (which
went to areplay) and twa years
ago in 2016. Dublin won both but
in the 2014 semi-finals fell to one
of the biggest tactical ambushes
in modern football when defeated
by 0-17 to 3-14.

Forall of the weekend’s
rivalries, renewed on a regular and
not-so-regular basis, the greatest
difference will be that the losers
won’t automatically see their
season end and winners will have
a lot more to do.

@ orrcaican @ orrcacas @ OFFICIALGAA



If a week is a long time in politics then a season is an eternity

in Gaelic football. The course of an Irish sporting year can
change the direction of a young footballer’s career and with just
eight counties left in the hunt for the Sam Maguire, we look at
some of the players from the remaining contenders who have
significantly enhanced their reputations in 2018.

MICHAEL LANGAN (DONEGAL) . >

When he scored 1-6 in Donegal’s first game of the year - a McKenna
Cup victory over Queens University - it was obvious that Tir Chonaill
were onto a winner with rangy forward Michael Langan. Injury ruled
him out of much of their Allianz Football League campaign, but his
championship performances to date have justified the excitement
there is around him.

An U21 star last year, Langan kicked three delightful points from
play on his senior championship debut against Cavan and has been a
marked man since. The Naomh Micheal man has a fluid, deceptively
powerful style and is particularly adept when shooting from distance.

* Dublin fans may not want to believe it, but some day Stephen Cluxton
will nat be there - and earlier this summer, they got a glimpse of the
future when talented young goalkeeper Evan Comerford stepped in for
the injured Parnells man in the Leinster SFC matches against Longford
as a sub and from the start against Laois.

The Ballymun Kickhams man, who was the goalkeeper on Dublin’s All-
Ireland winning U21 side last season, was admirably assured on both
occasions, belying the fact that in playing, he became the first man
other than Cluxton to keep goal in a senior championship game for
Dublin in 14 years.

@ vorrcmican @ ormcmican @ orroncas €@ oo g



IAN BURKE (GALWAY)

For those who saw lan Burke playing underage football for Corofin in
the mid-2000s, or U21 football for Galway in 2013, or indeed senior
Football for his club during their successful All-Ireland run in 2015, it
‘was puzzling that it took until 2017 For the supremely talented corner
forward to make his senior championship debut for the Tribesmen.

Another successful All-Ireland run with Corofin limited his league

involvement for Galway in 2018 but he has come into Form this
ummer, hitting 1-2 in the Connacht semi-final win over Sligo before a
classy display in the Connacht final victory saw him land 0-3.

SEAN O’SHEA (KERRY)

Naturally, David Clifford commanded much of the attention in Kerry
ahead of the 2018 football season and that suited Sean 0’Shea just
fine, keeping the Kenmare centre-half-forward in the shadows for as
long as possible. However, once he scored 0-7 on his senior debut for ¢

B the Kingdom in their league opener against Donegal in late January, his
name was well and truly in lights.

One of several recent All-Ireland minor winners in Eamonn
Fitzmaurice’s senior squad, O'Shea — an accomplished freetaker — has =
taken to senior championship football like a duck to water, hitting 0-7
against Clare and 0-4 in the Munster final against Cork.

‘ JAMES MURRAY (KILDARE)

James Murray was inspirational for his club Moorefield during their
successful Leinster Senior Football Club Championship campaign last
winter, never more so than when he powered up the field from centre-
half-back to score two critical points in their provincial final victory over St
Loman’s.

His performances for Moorefield brought him to the attention of Kildare
boss Cian O’Neill, who brought him inte the Lilywhites’ championship
squad once Moorefield’s run was over. He made his debut in the Round 1
qualifier win over Derry, scoring a point from wing-back, and will be looking
to cement a reqular starting berth from here.




| NIALL KEARNS (MONAGHAN)

What a year it has been for young Monaghan footballer Niall Kearns.
Malachy O’'Rourke’s squad is one of the most fixed, experienced

groups in the country but the young Seén McDermott’s clubman has.
broken through this year, becoming a permanent fixture in the Farney
County's starting XV. ‘

Kearns got his chance in Monaghan’s Division 1 campaign and took it
with both hands; he has featured in every one of Monaghan’s league

and championship games this year. A hard-working midfelder with an.
eye for a score, he made his senior championship debut in the win over’
Tyrone on May 20.

Since he made his senior debut for Roscommon at the start of the

2017 season, Tulsk Lord Edwards man Tadhg O’Rourke has not looked
back. A Connacht U21 winnerin 2014 and 2015, the athletic and
mabile O’Rourke is now the first choice at midfield For Kevin McStay,
having played in every Roscommon championship game since making
his senior debut against Leitrim last summer.

~ Roscommon have tried out several midfielders over the last two years
but O'Rourke has been the one constant, and his melding of defensive
and attacking skills means he is likely to be a go-to man in the middle
forthe Rossies for many years to come.

LEE BRENNAN (TYRONE)

Most people who have followed Tyrone football at any level in the past
Few years will have heard of Lee Brennan, the sumptuously gifted Trillick
attacker who seems to fulfil the same role for the Red Hands as the
character of Neo did in the movie The Matrix - he’s the One.

After years of promise, Brennan has started to deliver at senior level for
Mickey Harte's men this season. He was excellent during Tyrone's Allianz
Football League campaign but a hamstring injury picked up against
Monaghan in the Ulster quarter-final has unfortunately disrupted his
summer. Tyrone fans will be very eager to see him return to action at some
stage during the All-Ireland Quarter-Final Group Stage.

© aoraciicas @ orricnican @ orricatcan Q@ oFRciGaa



BY THE NUMBERS

The number of players who started ali three
games as Roscommon bounced back from the loss
of their provincial crown. They were — Colm Lavin,

; ; SIS T David Murray, Peter Domican, Niall Mcinerney,
The number of players Roscommon used Tadhg O'Rourke, Enda Smith, Niall Kilroy, Conor

in qualifying For the ‘last eight’ of the Devaney, Donal Smith, Diarmuid Murtagh and
Senior Football Championship. Ciarain Murtagh.

52

The number of goals and points Roscommon scored
in the championship to date. Diarmuid Murtagh is
the county’s top marksman with 0-16 of which nine
_______ have come from placed balls. Ciardin Murtagh is
next in line with 1-9 accumulated with five points

Two players ~Conor Daly and Finbar Cregg- con.ring Fr_om frees. Enda Smith c&?mptetes the
appeared in all three matches as a substitute. podium with 2-3 to date all of which he scored
from play.
# 4 . N The percentage of Roscommon'’s scores that have

come from play in the championship to date.
Four players

scoredin all

A A * three matches. S
@ € Netsapiisiighy o 00T
7 JPERR T~ the top scoring | S
{ i Murtaghs ~

E = Diarmuid ? ) -
3 and Ciarain - p RTTaR

Mool appearedonall |,

;§ * three scoresheets ' /

@ - andtheywere | _
joined each time | L

u by Conor Devaney 5

and Donal Smith.




BY THE NUMBERS
TIR EOGHAIN

The number of players who started all five games as
Tyrone swept through the qualifiers after the early
loss of their provincial title to Monaghan.

N They were — Padraig Hampsey, Ronan McNamee,
The number of players Tyrone used in ;! Frank Burns, Colm Cavanagh, Mattie Donnelly,
qualifying For the ‘last eight’ of the Conor Meyler, Niall Sludden, Cathal McShane
Senior Football Championship and Connor McAliskey.

82
9

The number of goals and points Tyrone scored in the
championship to date. Connor McAliskey is the top
marksman scoring 2-26 with 17 points of that total

a@

4

&

L coming from Frees. Niall Sludden contributed 1-9 to
Tyrone’s total, all from play. Three players - Frank Burns,
Two players — Ronan O’Neill and Kieran McGeary - Peter Harte and Cathal McShane - chipped in with eight-
appeared in all five matches as a substitute, point returns with Harte scoring 1-2 of his 1-5 courtesy

of a penalty and a couple of frees.

The percentage of Tyrone’s scores that have come
From play in the championship to date.

Just two
players
were on the
scoresheet in
all ive matches
and not
surprisingly
it is Connor
McAliskey and
Niall Sludden
who troubled
the scoreboard
operator each
time.
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SOGHNOIRI - KEVIN McSTAY (BAINISTEQIR), Liam McHale, Ger Dowd

Daithi O Muiri

Pddraig Pearses

Niall O Dalaigh

St Faithleach’s

16.

17.

18.

Séamus Fetherston
JAMES FETHERSTON

Roscommon Gaels

Brian Stac

BRIAN STACK

St Brigid’s

Ciaran O Leanndin
CIARAN LENNON

Clann na nGael

OFFICIAL
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Sean Mac Manais
Aok e

Roscommon Gaels

Fiontéan de
335

19. Conchiila# Dalaigh
CONOR DALY
Pddraig Pearses

20. Fionnbharr de Creag
FINBAR CREGG
Western Gaels

21. Geardid Mac Phaidin
GARY PATTERSON
Michael Glaveys

22. Eoin Mac Giolla Bhride
IAN KILBRIDE
St Brigid's

&

AlB

23.

24,

25:

26.

Padraig O Ceallaigh
PADRAIG KELLY

St Brigid’s

Peadar Domican
PETER DOMICAN

St Brigid’s

Sean Mac Diarmada
SEAN McDERMOTT
Western Gaels

Sean Mac Giolla Luairinn
SHANE KILLORAN
Elphin



Micheal Mac Thiarnain

Coill an Chiochair

Colm Caomhdnach

*-k % COLM CAVANAGH

An Mhaigh

- . Maitic O Donnaile (C.)

Trileac

9 Cathal Mac Sedin
;” CATHAL McSHANE

FIR IONAID

16. Micheal O Néill
MICHAEL O’NEILL
Cluain Eo

Marcas O Brolchain
MARK BRADLEY
Coill an Chlochair

Ruair{ O Braonain
RORY BRENNAN

Tri Leac

17.

18.

= NIALL MORGAN

821" MICHAEL McKERNAN J"@ .
~ " Qiledn a’Ghuail s
_' 5 . Tiarndn Mac Cana

=5 ¥ TIARNAN McCANN

® NIALL SLUDDEN

E R. Ui Neill 3 va

20.
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e [
TiR EOGHAIN

MICHEAL O HAIRT (BAINISTEQIR), Gabhan O Doibhilinn - ROGHNGIRI

AlB

Neill & Muireagain

Eadan na dTorc

Ronén Mac Con Midhe
RONAN McNAMEE

Cathal Mac Cearéin

-3‘4}' ' CATHAL McCARRON

Achadh Ui Ardin Athi
Proinsias O Broin Peadar O hAirt
FRANK BURNS J@ PETER HARTE

Cabhdn a'Chaortainn Aireagal Chiardin

= k_ ,_Padraig O hAimsaigh
N9 % pADRAIG HAMPSEY

" Oiledn a'Ghuail

Neill O Sludain Conchur Mac Maoilir

"~ CONOR MEYLER
An Omaigh

An Droim Mdr

Risteard O Donnaile

RICHARD DONNELLY

Trileac

Conchur Mac Conuisce

5% CONNOR McALISKEY

: " CluainFo

19. Anrai O Luachrain 23. Aodh Padraig Mac Gadhra
HARRY LOUGHRAN HUGH PAT McGEARY
An Mhaigh Cabhdn a'Chaortainn

24. Ciaran Mac Gadhra
KIERAN McGEARY

Cabhdn a'Chaortainn

Conal Mac Cana
CONALL McCANN
Coill an Chlochair

21. Deaglan Mac Giolla Uir 25. Padraig Mac an Uitaigh
DECLAN McCLURE PADRAIG McNULTY
Cluain Eo Dun Geanainn

22. Aodhan Mac Ruairi 26. Rondn O Nill

AIDAN McCRORY

Aireagal Chiardin

RONAM O’NEILL
An Omaigh

H Em
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rior to this year's

\ championship the
former Armagh
footballer Qisin
McConville was

.asked about

: potential Ulster

winners and how things might

develop beyond that.

McConville was unequivocal.
He ‘fancied’ Monaghan. He
liked the way their manager
Malachy O'Rourke appeared to be
developing a deeper squad, not
so much in terms of numbers but
players who can really step up.

Maybe he had the midfelder
Niall Kearns in mind for that, a
player who has brought added
energy to the position for them in
his first Full year,

It was a common theme
during this year’s Allianz League
and for the early stages of
the championship. The more
ambitious counties have carried
bigger squads and gave those

Kewin McManamon, Dublin

companent parts more game time
in the expectation that they would
arrive at this point of the season
having to lean on each and every
resource.

Kerry, forinstance, have played
just nine games in league and
championship but have used 43
players, as much because Eamonn
Fitzmaurice’s requirement to set
the needle back at zero after last
year’s faltering All-Ireland semi-
final replay effort against Mayo.
Still outside that 43 is Donnchadh
Walsh who has yet to feature this
year. By comparison to last year
Fitzmaurice used just 36 players
in league and championship but
in 2018 he has by far the biggest
squad at his disposal.

Like Kerry, Donegal’s fall
from last year's championship
to Galway was hard and with a
new management team in place,
there was always going to be a
cleansing of sorts.

But as much as he has looked
to tap into some of the county’s
most promising players that
he himself worked with while
U21 manager, Declan Bonner
sought to refloat the intercounty
careers of Leo McLoone, Odhran
Mac Niallais and even Anthony
Thompson by comparison to 31
in2017.

Even Dublin, the most settled
entity in football, have deployed
37 players by comparison to 35
at the same stage last year, the
same increase as Roscommon and
Tyrone.

Ofthe eight remaining teams
in the football championship, the
outlieris Galway who are down
from 33 to 31 but, in the fourth
year of his cycle, Kevin Walsh has
a firm knowledge of his players
by now.

And anyway Walsh'’s trawl
through the county has resulted
in 57 debutants since he toolk
overin 2015, 20 alone in
championship.

How the make-up ofthe
All-Ireland quarter-finals
have followed league status,
with the exception of Mayo
losing out to prevent a clean
sweep of Division One teams
participating over the next three
weelks reflects the growing gulf
between the best and the rest.

Armagh, who pushed
Roscommon so hard, may beg
to differ but the greatest gap
between divisions in football
appears to be between the top
two. The last few weeks have
reflected that.

The strongest teams will
invariably be backed up by the
strongest squads. But with such
a taxing schedule of games
ahead, especially for those who
have won theirway through the
qualifiers - Tyrone and Kildare
have both played four games in
five weeks while Monaghan have
played three in three - the need
for deeper, stronger squads is
paramount.

The depth in Dublin under Jim
Gavin has always been evident
and the clinical manner in which
they have finished games was a
measure of that.

But others are stockpiling
a better stream of reserves |
too and the impact off the .
bench that Mickey Harte’s :
Tyrone got last weekend was h
noticeable. Ronan O’Neill
may not appreciate it but he’s
developing quite a reputation
for his interventions as another
goal, this time against Cork,
suggests.




Forimpact, no onein the

modern game can match Dublin’s

Kevin McManamon who, after

Forcing his way into the starting

15 for much of 2016, has had
to take a back seat once more.
But his goals at key moments in
championship games against
Kerry and Mayo underline how
accustomed he has become to
the role.

Kerry's Barry John Keane
can surely identify with that
too. Keane has been a regular
presence with Kerry since 2010
but in the 36 championship
appearances he has made for
Kerry in that time he has started
just three times, the opening two
games in 2015 and another last
year. He remains a valuable asset
to Fitzmaurice which, in the face
of such competition, says a lot.

The new All-Ireland quarter-
final series will lean heavily on
squads, as hurling has already
found out during a frantic May
and June,

Recovery is the key word.
Within seconds of the final
whistle blowing in Navan to
end their Fourth-round qualifier
against Laois which they won
by five points, members of
the Monaghan management
were imploring their players
to get off the field. No time to
dwell, no time to stand and
engage in idle chat with their
supporters. That’s the new reality
of a championship moving at
breakneck speed.

O’Rourke suggested
afterwards it was down to
unnecessary exposure to the
heat but the need to move on
quickly was evident during the
hurling round robin too.

There’ll be injuries,
disciplinary issues, fatigue and
loss of form over the three
weekends to test the depth of
every squad. And when it comes
down to it, those last semi-final
places may just come down to
who can reach furthest,

Ronan O'Neill of Tyrone scores his side’s secand
goal against Cork in last weekend's GAA Football
All-lrefand Senior Championship Round 4

@ orroncrs @ orroncas @ orrcALGAA
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@ Micheal Mac Sioméin

Briain O hlomhair

??_'feogue Snge Street

Pl O Mainnin
MANN

Kilmacud Crokes

16. Eibhin Mac Cumascaigh 20.

EVAN COMERFORD
Ballymun Kickhams

17. Colm Basquel 24

COLM BASQUEL
Ballyboden St. Enda’s

18. Cormac Mac Coisdealbha 22,

CORMAC COSTELLO
Whitehall Colmcille
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Stiofain Cluxton (€.)

Pameis

Baﬁ‘ymn Kickhams

Pilib Mac Mathuna

Dean Mac Concharraige

A

Ballymun Kickhams

. Darren O Dilaigh

DARREN DALY

Fingal Ravens

Pél Mac Floinn

PAUL FLYNN

Fingallians

Sean Mac Gafraidh
JACK McCAFFREY
Clontarf

Caoimhin Mac Meanman
KEVIN McMANAMON
St Jude's

AlIB

Cast!eknnk

Padraig Mac Aindridi

23. Conchir O Maolalaidh
CONOR MULLALLY
Cuala

24, Eoin O Murchéin
EQIN MURCHAN
Na Fianna

25. Eoghan O Gadhra
EOGHAN O’GARA
Templeogue Synge Street

26. Cian O Stiilleabhain
CIAN O’SULLIVAN

Kilmacud Crokes




Padraig Mac Craith
PADDY McGRATH

Ard an Ratha

&@}

Proinsias Mac Fhloinn

FRANK McGLYNN

Gleann Fhinne

4 Aodh Mac Phaidin

Na Cealla Beaga

@ Cian 0 Maolagain 4
'™ CIAN MULLIGAN

Gaoth Dobhair

Ly
IR

Qdhrén Mac Niallais

ODHRAN MACNIALLAIS J4

. Gaoth Dobhair '

; SO 19.
FIR [BNAID '

20.

16. Marc Antaine Mac Fhionnghaile
MARK ANTHONY McGINLEY
Naomh Michedi

17. Stiofan Mac Meanman 21.

STEPHEN McMENAMIN

Aadh Rua, Cuil Mhic gCuirridin
18. Caolan Mac an Bhaird

CAOLAN WARD

Naomh Adhamhndin

HUGH McFADDEN

22.

Sean O Peatdin
SHAUN PATTON

Naomh Adhamhndin

Neill Mac Aoidh

NEIL McGEE
Gaoth Dobhair

Pl O Braondin
PAUL BRENNAN

Realt na Mara, Bundobhrdin

3

Michedl O Longéin
MICHAEL LANGAN
Naomh Michedl

Michel O Murchd {C.)
MICHAEL MURPHY

Gleann tSuili

Marc Mac Aodha

MARK McHUGH

Cill Chartha

Déire O Baoill

DAIRE O BAOILL

Gaoth Dobhair

Stiofdn Mac Breartaigh
STEPHEN McBREARTY
Cill Chartha

Ciaran Mac Giolla Easbuig
CIARAN GILLESPIE
Gaoth Dobhair

S

AlB

=

bk

0L/

iy

i d

Leo Mac Giolloa Uain

LEO McLOONE

Naomh Conaill
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DEAGLAN MAC CNAIMHSI (BAINISTEOIR), Carl de Léis, P6l Mac Congail, Gearsid O Baoill - ROGHNOIRI

Eoghan Ban O Gallchéir
EOGHAN BAN GALLAGHER

Na Cealla Beaga

Riain Mac Aodha

RYAN McHUGH
Cill Chartha

Ciardn Mac Thomais

LZ" CIARAN THOMPSON

¥ o
ms

Naomh Conaill

& Seéamus O Braonain

4.3 JAMIE BRENNAN

TS Realt na Mara, Bun Dobhrain

23:

24,

25,

SuperValu '

Antéin Mac Thomais
ANTHONY THOMPSON
Naorh Conaill

Niall © Domhnaill

NIALL O’'DONNELL
Naomh Adhamhndin

Antdin Mac Leannachain
TONY McCLENAGHAN
Bun a Phobaif

. Eamonn O Dochartaigh

EAMONN DOHERTY
Naomh Adhamhndin
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SPONSORS



o

BY THE NUMBERS

The number of players who s!:art
three games for the Metropuhtans e
their eighth successive Leinste:
Michael Fitzsimons, P! _!lyM Aa
James McCarthy, jon oF
Michael Darragh M: :
Scully, Ciaran Kilkenny,
Rock, Paul M




BY THE NUMBERS

DUN NA nGaLL

The number of players who started each of the
four games Donegal played en-route to their
ninth provincial title. They were - Shaun Patton,
o Eoghan Ban Gallagher, Paul Brennan, Ryan McHugh,
The number of players Donegal used ot Hugh McFadden, Leo McLoone, Ciaran Thompson,
in winning the Ulster Senior Michael Langan, Frank McGlynn, Patrick McBrearty,

Michael Murphy and Jamie Brennan.

Football Championship.
. 8

The number of goals and points Donegal scaored in the
championship to date. Patrick McBrearty is Donegal’s
top marksman with 0-19 with all but six of that total
coming from play. Michael Murphy has scored 0-17 in
Four matches with 10 of those points coming from frees.

Two players - Cian Mulligan and Mark McHugh - The top three (Four) is rounded out by Jamie Brennan
appeared in all Four championship 1-7 and Ryan McHugh 2-4,
‘outings as a substitute.

oy

4 - s The percentage of Donegal’s scores that have come
: - ‘“ from play in the championship to date.

Four players
scared in all
four matches
all of whom are
mentioned in
the previous
stat. The highest
individual ; @
total recorded a2
was Patrick
McBrearty’s
eight-point haul
against Derry, of
which just three
came from frees.
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7 he spectacular
setting of Diin
Aonghasa fort on
Inis Mér provided
a fitting backdrop

. Forthe launch of

== the All-Ireland SFC

quarter-final series this week.

As the players posed for
photographs with nothing on the
western horizon other than blue
skies and even bluer seas, they
were gazing out into the great
wide yonder.

Backin 1966 Chay Blyth and
John Ridgway emerged from it in
a rowing boat after making it all
the way across the Atlantic to Inis

Mér from Cape Cod, and in a way
the players of the eight All-Ireland
quarter-final teams are also
setting out on their own journey
into the unknown this weekend.

Because as much as you
can plot and plan for the task
of playing three high octane
championship matches against
quality opposition in Four weeks
might pose, until you're in the
thick of it you won't have a Full
appreciation of the challenge at
hand.

A positive attitude is half the
battle, and the three footballers
who trekked to the top of Duin
Aonghasa on Monday - Galway’s

At the GAA Hurling and Football
All-treland Senior Championship
Series National Launch at Diin
Aonghusa in the Aran Islands, Co
Galway, are from left, Damien
Comer of Galway, Shane Enright
of Kerry, and Michael Fitzsimons
- of Dublin

Damien Comer, Kerry’s Shane
Enright, and Dublin’s Michael
Fitzsimons —were certainly arms
with that.

“There was great competitios
in the hurling (round robin) anc
it'll be something similar enougy
now in the football, | think,” saiz
Dublin defender Fitzsimons.

“Players always want more
games. When you have a three-
week lead-up to games you
do a lot of preparation, a lot of
running, and a higher ratio of
training sessions to games and ||
generally not as enjoyable.

“So, | think the players will
like this format. The opportunity




to play week in, week out, is
something you don’t normally get
unless you're on a qualifier run.

“We did that in 2010 and it was
a great feeling, you learn a lot of
things and you fine-tune as you go
in preparation for the next week,

“It’s going to be intense, and
I'm definitely looking forward to
it.”

IF the round-robin structure
of the provincial hurling
championships taught us
anything, it’s that you can’t afford
to feel your way into a series of
matches like this.

You have to come locked and
loaded, and then hope you can
sustain a high standard from the
first match to the last.

Not easily done, but Kerry
defender Shane Enright thinks it
might suit this up-and-coming
Kingdom team better than the old
championship structure.

“Last year we kind of peaked
in the Munster final and we didn’t
get going after that, so this time
the three competitive games in
the four weeks will be great, and
hopefully we'll peak now in July
and August whereas last year we

did it too early,” said Enright.
“We hope we’re timing our
run right. We have a lot of young
Fellas with plenty of legs and it'll
be no problem for them to play

three games in four weeks.

“It’s going to be very important
to utilise your panel correctly
because there will be knocks,
injuries, and suspensions, stuff
like that.”

Whatever teams can best deal
with adversity are likely to make
it through the quarter-final series
and into the All-Ireland semi-
finals.

Injuries and possibly
suspensions will test the depth
of panels, and those with greater
reservoirs of talent will have an
obvious advantage.

Every team will be going out
believing they can win every
game, but the ability to recover
from a defeat if one comes their
way will also be a crucial Factor.

“Yeah, exactly,” agreed Galway
captain Damien Comer. “We're
nearly reverting back to the
mindset that we had during the
league where you're taking it
game-by-game basis.

]ohn Harrmgton

'NAVIGATING THE

“Obviously ifyou’re lucky
enough to win all the games, then
well and good.

“But there’s probably going
to be a set-back somewhere,
that’s usually the case, so it’s just
how you deal with that which
determines how well you'll move
forward.

“Obviously the depth of your
squad is going to be important,
but keeping lads fresh and injury-
free will be a big one too.

“They're obviously going to be
three Fairly competitive games
and we've a fairly young side with,
| think, Four debutants in the team
again this year.

“We're just building and trying
to get our experience up to the
level of the likes of Dublin and
Kerry and hopefully push on with
these games.”

It took Blyth and Ridgway 92
days to sail across the Atlantic and
make land in Inis Mér.

The All-Ireland quarter-finals
will take no more than 30 days to
conclude, but the eight competing
counties will have to navigate
some choppy waters along the
way too.

'CHOPPY WATERS




2013; Sean éqvunaéh, Tyrone, is tackled b
David Keenar and Niall Carty, Roscommon,

'WE HAVE

MET BEFORE ...

July 6th, 2013
All-Ireland Qualifier
TYRONE 0-12
ROSCOMMON 1-7

A weelk previously Tyrone thrashed
Offaly by 22 points so they
travelled to Dr. Hyde Park with

a fair degree of optimism and
confidence. And then they got a
reality check. Roscommon set up
a defensive barrier with 13 men
behind the ball. Nineteen minutes
elapsed before Tyrone got their
first score. After halfan hour the
teams were level at 0-2 each when

Conor Devaney broke the pattern
with a well-taken goal. That woke
Tyrone from their slumber. Darren
McCurry started the comeback
and ended up as top scorer with
six points as Tyrone held on fora
narrow two-point victory.

July 30th, 2010
All-Ireland Qualifier
TYRONE 3-19
ROSCOMMON 1-14

Mickey Harte urged caution
when reacting to a scoreline that
looked mighty impressive on the

day. “I'd describe it as Aattering
because in no way did we dese-
that scoreline at the end of the
game and, certainly, Roscom
didn’t deserve to be beaten by
amount,” was the Tyrone manz
frank assessment. A goal from
Mannion had given Roscomme
four-point lead after 27 minut=
before Sean Cavanagh stampe+
class an the game with a powe:
45-metre run that ended with

him slipping the ball past GeoF
Claffey for a brilliant individua!
goal. Cavanagh ended up scor
match-winning 2-3,




2016; Paddy Andrews, Dublin, tries to brush
aside the tackle from Ryan McHugh, Donegal

August 7th, 2016
All-lreland quarter-final
DUBLIN 1-15

DONEGAL 1-10

Ciaran Kilkenny’s deployment
as awing-back in the absence
ofthe injured James McCarthy
toock many, even within the
Dublin camp, by surprise but
the Castleknock man adapted
brilliantly. “He spent more time
on the ball than anyone else,
as if magnetically drawn to

the point of the action, as he
adapted with complete ease to
his newrole,” was the verdict of

the Irish Independent. His man-
of-the-match performance
inspired Dublin on a day when
they finished with just 13
players following the dismissal
of Diarmuid Connolly and, in
stoppage time, Eoghan O’Gara.

September 20th, 1992
All-Ireland Final
DONEGAL0-18
DUBLIN 0-14

They had never before played
each other in championship
football. Donegal had never
before reached such dizzy heights.

@ vorriciarcas

The expectation everywhere, even
in parts of Donegal, was that the
Dubs would prove too canny, too
slick and simply too good. Dublin’s
much vaunted half-backs and
forwards were expected to wreak
havoc but they came up against
an irresistible force named Martin
Gavigan who had a sensational
game at centre-half back for
Donegal. Goalkeeper Gary Walsh
made three outstanding saves
and current Donegal manager
Declan Bonner kicked three points
as Donegal created history when
winning their first ever All-Ireland
senior foothall title.

@ orroncns @ ormoncas @ orrioniGas
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SENIOR SCOREBOARD

2018
~ CONNACHT = o " QUALIFIERS _
Leitrim 0-19 1-15 New York Waterford 3-14 1-18 Wexford
Sligo 1-21 1-11 London Kildare - 2-22 2-14 Derry
Galway 1-12  0-12 Mayo Tyrone 2-14  0-19  Meath
Roscommon  0-24 0-10 Leitrim Cavan 2-16 =5+ Wicklow =
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together

Liberty Insurance
All-Ireland Camogie
Championships Finals
9 September 2018

- Go "b:e.é-a'use .
- Go because kids don’t stay klds fo" .

. o because your Mum or Dad toek ye
- and you still remember .

. Go because you know someone on th|
~ team, or because you know someone

4 whe knows someone on the team-.

i;_“;'.:"'“‘_:Go w:th your frlends + famlly

'-'Go together tn the L:berty
Insurance All-ireland Camogxe _
';Champmnships Fmal.s

For tickets and more
visit GoTogether.ie

#GoTogether




@ he Freeman'’s
Journal on August
5, 1918 captured
precisely what
had happened
the previous day

“Gaelic Sunday, organised by
the Gaelic Athletic Association
was observed throughout the
country yesterday with great
success, the article started.

“Every football and hurling
team in the country took part in
a match, and in all some 54,000
players were engaged.

“As aresult of the withdrawal
of the prohibition against Gaelic
games enforced for the past
couple of weeks by police and
military, there was no interference
with the matches, which were
carried out with perfect orderin
the presence of large numbers of
spectators.

“Every town and district had its
own venue, and all the matches
started simultaneously at three
o’clock (old time).

“The progress of the play
was everywhere followed with
enthusiasm, and the occasion
provided a unique display of the
popularity of the Gaelic games.

“The proceedings of the
day, the good order among
the crowds, the perfection of
organisation, and the magnificent
response made by every team
and club throughout the
country, constituted at once a
vindication of the Gaelic Athletic
Association and its objects, and a
demonstration of the popular hold
which the Gaelic games have on
the interests and sympathies of
the Irish people.”

So 100 years on during a

throughout Ireland.

weekend with All-Ireland Football
quarter-final round robin series
action taking place clubs will
participate with a range of
activities.

While a match was held in
nearly every parish in the country
in 1918 clubs are already busy
planning for events next month.

The centenary of Gaelic Sunday
is set to be marked at the four All-
Ireland quarter-final fixtures, but
clubs will also organise their own
occasions as a mark of respect to
the 100,000 people who watched
in 1918.

It was a significant statement
by the GAA as tight knit
communities worked together.

In Mullinavat in Kilkenny a
hurley maker hid sticks so the
game could take place, but
there was further drama. When
police arrived outside people
flocked elsewhere where a game
commenced.

That type of spirit, sense
of pride and place remains an
integral part of the Association.
When nine boys were arrested for
playing football in the Phoenix
Park the GAA had tough decisions
to make. Ultimately it decided
to ensure County Boards would
arrange games on August 4.

Now 100 years later internal club
tournaments and family days
are amongst the items being
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proposed with the emphasis
placed on the importance of
loyalty for those who have
maintained the traditions and
ethos of the GAA.

Clubs are also being invited
to create their own projects such
as history exhibits to emphasise
their own achievements during
this time.

Significant changes have
occurred in Ireland during the
past 100 years, but the GAA club
remains a constant source of
hope and inspiration for people
interested in Gaelic games.

With the number of GAA clubs
increasing throughout the world
the upcoming August weekend
offers an ideal opportunity to
reflect on the strides being made
in various different ways.

A hugely courageous act and
statement was made on a national
day of defiance when GAA clubs
refused to seek a permit opting
to organise activities and in
Cork, where 40 matches were
scheduled, but the adverse
weather had a severe impact.
Still people tried to find a way to
play and those brave souls won’t
be forgotten by GAA enthusiasts
and during the coming weeks
clubs will continue to prepare
to remember one of the most
important and iconic days in the
history of the Association.
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t's August, the sod is dry

and the best Gaelic football

teams in the country —or,

why not, the world —are

about to collide at Full tilt. For

devotees of the O’Neill’s size

~% fve, there is no more exciting

time.
The beauty of where we are,

right now, is that anything is still

possible. The summeris at its

height and we are a little closer

to knowing who will be crowned

kings of September but not

by much. Eight teams are still

standing, their standing armies of

supporters mobilising, the hype

Paul Fitzpatrick

building. It's the best time — the
sport of the chase is often better
than the catch itself.

In the coming weeks, the big
house on Jones’ Road — and the
country residences dotted around
the island - will be brimful of
revellers for the annual carnival
that is the quarter-final stages.

It’s the same but different. This
year, the new group format will
pose challenges that have not
been seen before, ever. It brings to
mind one of the GAA’s marketing
slogans from a couple of years
back: Unexpect The Expected.

Still, at the back ofit all, is the

Q aorrcicaa

dream —and it's so precious that
some dare not even utter mention
the prospect of getting there - of
taking a place behind the band
on All-Ireland final day, that big
drum pounding and the roars
swelling up from the stands and
from homes and bars and cars
and clubhouses the planet over.
Because that’s the magnet
pulling us all towards September.
Yes, the so-called Super 8s are
set to be something unique but
nothing will ever compare to the
big one. Even the regal-sounding
name resonates — the final of all
Ireland.
& orFiciaiGaa
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Professional and reliable: It's that simple

Every player out there today knows what a competitive world we live in. And
they know that no matter what game you're playing, if perfection isnt the goal.
somebody else is always more likely to win. At Colorman, we're dedicated to
perfection. Through our excellence in lithographic, packaging and digital print
—and Championship-winning teamwork — we’ve earned a reputation as one of
Ireland’s leading print companies.

QUALITY

150 9001:2008
NSAI Certified

Sroombridge Industrial Estate, Dublin 11, Ireland
Tel: 4353 1 882 1100 E: info@colorman.ie o .
soww.colorman.ie Dedicated to Perfectic




That day of days holds an
exalted place and does something
to those who experience it, players
and management especially. Once
they are brushed by the wonder of
it all, the feeling is hard to shake.

It's no coincidence that All-
Ireland winners often become
synonymous with the sport itself.
Try it yourself - pick a random
year and watch how the influence
of the team who landed Sam
endures.

We thought of this last week
when word emerged from Down
that Conor Deegan could be in line
to take over as manager following
the resignation of Eamonn Burns,
his team-mate from the All-
Ireland winning days of the early
1990s.

Should Deegan get the gig, he
will be the fifth member of the
starting team from the 1991 final
to manage the countyin the 16
years since Pete McGrath stepped
aside.

Prior to Deegan, Burns, James
McCartan, Ross Carr and Paddy
O’Rourke - all of whom started in
1991 - had their turn, with team-
mates D] Kane and Neil Collins
filling selector roles.

And of course, McGrath
himself, wondrously, is still
standing too, still Aghting the
good fight. Three seasons ago, at
this time of year, he was preparing
his Fermanagh team for a tilt at
Dublin in the All-Ireland quarter-
final. This year, he was in charge
of Louth.

And from the Meath team
they beat in that final, Colm Coyle
has managed the Royals as well.
Bernard Flynn and Colm O’Rourke
will be in Croke Park this weekend
calling the moves for RTE while
Liam Hayes has written several
books on the game.

The 1991 final is no outlier,
either. The following season,
Donegal won it out. From their
panel who beat Dublin, John Joe
Doherty and Jim McGuinness
managed the county and Declan

Bonner, currently wearing the bib
marked bainisteoir for the second
time, will now lead his charges
south plotting an ambush, from
the Rosses to Jones’ Road, seeking
that All-Ireland day thrill again.

Martin McHugh has two sons
on the current panel, one of
whom, Mark, also has a Celtic
Cross, earned 20 years to the
month after his Dad. The ‘wee
man from Kilcar’ will also be
here today on media duty, like
McGuinness, 21 years after he
brought Cavan back here for their
only All-Ireland semi-final in half
a century.

Fermanagh, who we mentioned
earlier, have also only been in the
last Four once in that time — their
manager, in 2004, was another
of those who brought Sam to the
hills in 92, Charlie Mulgrew. Can
you spot the common theme?

So, the next month will see new
stories written and new heroes
emerge but all roads lead back
to this same venue for the big
day. At half-time in that game on
September 2, the Derry team who
won the county’s only All-Ireland

title in 1993 will be introduced
to the crowd.

The feting of the winners
from 25 years before is
one of the most endearing
developments in Gaelic games
and always invokes nostalgic
feelings. What's noticeable,
though, is that while the
hairlines may be receding and
speckled with grey in places,
most of those who, suited and
booted, step forward gingerly
and salute the crowd are
instantly recognisable to the
fans all these years later.

Their legacies live on and
they are forever linked in the
public consciousness to that one
afternoon - or, in some lucky
cases, a few of them. That’s
the gift that an All-Ireland day
bestows. To paraphrase another
marketing tag-line of a few
years ago, they are no longer men
but giants.

The great challenge for the
eight still in the race is to Aind a
way to get there and that work
starts in earnest this weekend.
Where would you rather be?

Derry captain Henry Downey lifts
the Sam Maguire Cup in 1993
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Séamus Coleman with his cousin, Dessie Farrell
and, inset, in action in Croke Park

umann na

mBunscol,

Ath Cliath,

is currently

celebrating

90 years in

- existence

and taking pride in the
contribution the organisation
has played in promoting and
developing Gaelic games in
the capital since the early
oart of the 20th century.
The most celebrated GAA
Clubsin the city grew from
onimary schools that are still
=roviding backbone support
= supplying players and

facilitating the promotion of
summer camps and related
activities.

The great stars of teams
down the years are quick to
acknowledge the influence
of Cumann na mBunscol
teachers and their pride in
having played in Croke Park
finals with their schools.

As the organisation moves
close to its 100th birthday, a
record number of teams are
currently being organised in
leagues for the biggest year in
history. The number of teams
participating in the Allianz
leagues has passed 500 for

the first time.

Cumann na mBunscol
teachers are central to the
arrangement of the half-tims
INTO sponsored Go Games. Mz
stars from other counties havs
come through the programms=
including current Ireland foozs
captain, Seamus Coleman. He
was a talented Gaelic player
and he represented Killybegs
NS in the Mini-Sevens. He is 2
first cousin of Former Dublin
starand Cumann na mBunsco
player (St. Vincent's, Glasnevin
Dessie Farrell. Seamus wore th
Kerry jersey when he lined out.
Croke Park.



ne of the
charities that
the GAA is
supporting in
2018 is Mayo
Roscommen
Hospice
Foundation which was established
in 1993 to help provide hospice
services in the two counties.

The Foundation, working
in association with HSE West,
provides a 7-day specialist
palliative home care service. As
the Service has developed and
expanded, it is now also available
For pain and symptom control
in patients with other non-
malignant conditions such as end
stage Motor Neurone, Muscular
Dystrophy, MS, COPD, Dementia
and Heart Failure. Over the past
24 years the palliative care teams

have assisted in the care of over
14,000 patients and their families.
The number of patients, both
adults and children being referred
to the service increases annually,
from 466 in 2007 to 907 in 2017.

By 2020 one in every two
people will be diagnosed with
cancer and given that 44% of
our patients have non-cancer
illnesses it is forecasted that our
patient numbers will double over
the next fiveyears.

Patients from Mayo and
Roscommon who currently
require specialist in-patient
Facilities have to be cared for
in Galway or Dublin orin an
inappropriate setting in an acute
hospital. Hospitals try where they
can to provide a private room but
that is not always possible.

Last December the build of

a 14 bed hospice in Castlebar
began, and will be completed in
April 2019. This will be followed
by an eight bed unit in the
grounds of Roscommon Hospital.
The capital cost of both projects
is approx. €15 million. This s

a huge undertaking for a small
organisation but the Foundation
is determined to ensure that
patients with life limiting illnesses
from Mayo and Roscommon have
the best possible facilities, where
they can be cared for with dignity
and respect at end of life.

Our hospices will provide a
wide range of services, including
specialist medical, nursing,
psychological and spiritual care.

Find out more at
www.hospice.ie call 0949388666
or email fundraising@hospice.ie
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“7ionn needs to make
his way through the
maze to Croke Park!

Can you help him find

the way??




Is the ball at A.B or C?
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SA 4 Unscramble the anagrams below to ﬁnd the
CA names of county teams! e

( - Canyou name the intercounty player
_ from thac[ues below...? =




CROKE PARK SAFETY
AND GENERAL INFORMATION

REGULATIONS Safety and General Information
Pdirc an Chrécaigh )

1. All persons entering this ground are - Suppofters;are asked to respect the Fact i
gduips stiyShlsot 1o Bia ol g that they are entering and leaving the >
Rules (which are designated to protect S ik = ,
the Health and Safety of all entrants to  stadium through residential areas.
the ground). Entry to the ground shall : : = CROKE PARK
be deemed to constitute unqualified
acceptance of all of these Rules.
2. The management reserves the right of ’
I — Safety Notice _
3. Thei il fth 3 3
beiLn;;;L&ca?;:ﬁm;; SkEwards U In the interests of safety, patrons will not be allowed to enter the
4, All persons entering the ground agree playing area after the games.
E‘;l::asg?gﬁ;::ya merieroftie The policy to prohibit such encroachment in the Future has been
5. Every person {including infants) taken to avoid further injuries and possible fatality and has been
entering the ground must have a ticket. taken on the advice and promptings of the safety authorities,
6. The following are not permitted: namely the Gardai, Dublin City Council, Fire Brigade and the HSE.
6.1 Entry upon the pitch or engaging in The full co-operation of supporters is requested to avoid serious

conduct that causes oris likely to cause
injury or harm to, or otherwise
interferes with, disrupts, hinders, or

injury and to ensure that games can be enjoyed without resource to
fencing or avoidable obstructions to seeing action from all vantage

distracts a person playing in, refereeing points, . .
or otherwise having a role in a match at Together we can ensure that the Croke Park experience is both
this ground. enjoyable and safe, particularly for the young and vulnerable.

6.2 Any unauthorised contact with the
boundary wall surrounding the pitch or

® .
incursion on to the pitch. Any such Smokmg POIICy
unauthorised contact or incursion Croke Park now operates a No Smoking policy except in
constitutes a trespass to property. desianated Fth d

6.3 The climbing of Rloodlights or other esignated areas of the ground.
pylons, stands or other buildings. Such
behavior constitutes a trespass to
property. 2 =

6.4 Throwing of objects onto the pitch. Medicai Asmstance 0

6.5 Re”_‘af"i"'g or loitering in any gangway First Aid Centres are located in the following areas:
oraisle. : 1

6.6 Behaving in an offensive or indecent Davin Stand/Cusack Stand Level 3: Section 313
manner. Hogan Stand Level 3: Section 333

6.7 Bringing of alcohol into the ground. . :

6.8 Bringing into the ground of Areworks, Cus-ack Stand Level 7: Section 702
smoke canisters, bottles, glasses, cans, Davin/Cusack Stand Level 7: Section 724
flags, banners, poles, distress signals, Dineen/Hill 16 Cusack Side: Section A
laser pointers and similar articles or : .
containers, including anything which Medical Centre: Hogan Players Tunnel
could or might be used as a weapoen.

6.9 Excessive noise such as that from the
use of radio sets or other appliances »
and behaviour likely to cause confusion Lost Chlldren ey
ar nuisance of any kind including foul Lost children will be brought to the above First Aid Centres.

or abusive language.
7. IFaperson commits a trespass,
reasonable force may be used to

prevent, restrain or terminate any Please play yourpart by ca-operating

trespass. with the Greener On and off the pitch
8. Where a person is in breach of any of initiatives at the Stadium and using the

tbh?'se fU'fg- SrWhEFE the m;lf;ﬁge""ent recycling stations provided.

elleves that a person constitutes a

source of danger to others, orto the Please log onto . . -

ground, such person may be refused www.crokepark.ie/about/sustainability

entry or ejected from the ground, and for further information.

reasonable force may be used for that

purpose.




SupérValu are Proud Sponsors of the
Senior Football Championship

#behindtheball

SuperValu will donate
110,000 GAA Footballs
to kids by 2018.

Show your support in inspiring kids to get
active thissummer.

Promotion available in participating stores only.
dEe= = PRGUD SPONSOR

See SuperValu.ie for more details.




