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Foreword

Ar son Bord na Condae CLG Dhun na nGall,
ba mhaith liom failte a chur romhaibh go léir
anseo inniu go Pairc Athair Ui Thiarnaigh.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you here this afternoon
to Fr. Tierney Park, Ballyshannon for cur final home game of
the 2017 Allianz National Football League. | also extend a
warm welcome to the Monaghan team, management, officials
and supporters and | hope you enjoy your short visit to the
north-west.

On behalf of Bord na Condae, | would like to take this
opportunity to thank the home club Aodh Ruadh, Béal Atha
Seanaidh for hosting today’s match and indeed congratulate
them on the further development worls that have been
completed at this excellent venue over the past twelve months.

Today’s encounter promises to be another great contest between our respective counties who
have met on many occasions in both league and championship over the past 5 — 6 years. | hope
that you enjoy the game and may the best team win.

Ta stil agam go mbainfidh sibh taitneamh as an chluiche agus go mbeidh turas slan sabhailte ag lucht
leantina an Mhuineachan agus Dhun na nGall agus iad ag pilleadh na bhaile.

Is mise le meas,
Sean O Duinnin,
Cathaoirleach.

The Man in the Middle Today:

David Gough from the Slane club in Co. Meath is the referee for today’s game.
| His four umpires are father Eugene, brother Stephen, uncle Terry and cousin
Dean, who have assisted him with every game since he started.
Gough has played football in his county since the age of 7. He hasaHoganCup |
medal with St Pat’s of Navan from 2001, a county U2|C title with his club, a
Trench Cup medal and a Division 2 League title with St Patrick's College in
Drumcondra. Gough was introduced to refereeing by Tom Fitzpatrick, the
games promotion officer at Drumcondra, After leaving college Gough began a
refereeing course in Meath. He began refereeing in late 2007,
Gough'’s first competitive inter-county fixture was a 201 | O'Byrne Cup match
between Offaly and UCD on a wet Wednesday night in Rhode. He received a high 95 per cent from referee
assessof, Joe Moynagh in Louth. :
Gough refereed the 2015 All-lreland Senior semi-final between Dublin and Kerry, the 2013 All-lreland
Under-21 Football Championship final between Galway and Cork, the 2014 National Football League
Division 2 final between Donegal and Monaghan, the final of the 2015 O'Byrne Cup between Dublin and
"~ Kildare and the 2015 All-Ireland Minor Football Champlenship Final,
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Ground Regulations for Fr Tierney Park, Ballyshannon

All  persons entering Fr Tierney Park,
Ballyshannon are admitted only subject to the
following ground regulations and to the rules and
regulations of the Gaelic Athletic Association.
Entry to the ground shall be deemed to
constitute unqualified acceptance of all these
rules and regulations. Any person who fails to
comply with these ground regulations may be
refused entry, or removed from the ground.
Alcohol: The consumption of alcohal is not permitted
within the ground and spectators are not permitted to bring
alcohol into the ground.

Safety: The unauthorised climbing of any structure, walls
or buildings in the ground is strictly forbidden. Under no
circumstances is it permitted to throw any object onto the
pitch.

Access: A person may not obstruct a gangway, stairwell or
circulation area at any time.

Field of Play: Unathorised persons are not permitted to
enter upon the field of play at any time, before, during or
after the games.

Ground Control: The Ground Management reserve
the right for its servants or agents to remove from the
ground any person who does not comply with the ground
regulations or whose presence in the ground could
reasonably be construed as constituting a source of danger;
nuisance or annoyance to other spectators.

Smoking: Permitted only in designated areas of Ground
- Signposted in each of the 4 corners of grounds. Please
respect this policy.

Stewards: All spectators are asked to co-operate with
Stewards at all times.

Defibrillator: Located & signposted at changing rooms.
Exits: New exit to main road at stand side of grounds; Exit
behind “old” scoreboard will bring you in direction of town
centre & Belleek road & N|5/by-pass.

15 year old Aoife Lennon is
a member of the Buncrana
GAA Club. Earlier this year she
represented her club in Scér na
nOg, winning the county final and
also qudlified from the Ulster
semi final. Cupla bliain 6 shin
bhi si ina ball de ghripa a ghlac
bdirt sa chomdrtas Léiric agus bhi
an t adh orthu dul ar aghaidh go
Craobh Ceannais na hEireann.

\.

Ambhran na bhFiann
Sinne Fianna Fail
Ata faoi gheall ag Eirinn,
Buion dér slua
Thar toinn do réinig chugainn.
Faci mhéid bheith saor,
Seantir ar sinsir feasta
Ni fhagfar facin tioran na facin trail
Anocht a théim sa bhearna baoil,
Le gean ar Ghaeil chun bais né saoil
Le gunnascréach faoi ldmhach na bpiléar
Seo libh canaigi Amhran na bhFiann.J

Allianz League Division One Fixtures

Saturday, March 25 (last night)

Dublin v Roscommon Croke Park

Today - Sunday, March 26, 2017

Cavan v Kerry - Kingspan Breffni Park

Tyrone v Mayo - Healy Park, Omagh

Donegal v Monaghan - Fr. Tierney Park, Ballyshannon
Sunday, April 02, 2017 - 2.00

Monaghan v Dublin - Clones

Mayo v Donegal - Elverys MacHale Park, Castlebar
Kerry v Tyrone - Fitzgerald Stadium

Roscommon v Cavan - Dr Hyde Parl

Allianz League Division |

Team P W D L +/- Pts
Dublin 5 2 3 0 19 7
Donegal 5 3 | [ 12 7
Tyrone 5 3 I | I 7
Monaghan 5 3 | | 7
Kerry 5 2 2 5
Mayo 5 2 0 3 -6 4
Cavan 5 | I3 -20 3
Roscommon 5 0 0 5 -28 0



EIER HONEGAL GAA

W PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

C16 Divin na nGall wish to thank all the companies & individuals
- who have so generously sponsored our players in 2017

HENL McGEE
Bonner Gill Accountants,
ietterkenny

MBRTIN MCELHINNEY

Bevee Centra, Carrigart,
Dunfanaghy & Falcarragh
WARK MeHGH

MG Spiris & Liguers,
Ballyshannon

CHOLAK WARD

Villa Rose Hotel,
Baliybofey

CHARAN YHOMPSON

Harcourt Hotel, Dublin
PATRIGH McBREARTY
Downings Bay Hotel,
Bownings

IRSON MoGEE
Roseouill Holiday Park

FRANK MeGLYNN
Marley Travel, Letierkenny
RYAN McHEGH

Clanree Hotel, Letterkenny
MICHAEL MURPHY

MCR Group, Dublin

STEPHEN MCBREARTY

MeShane Coaches, Kilcar
KARE EACEY

Michael Kelly Giebe
Builders, Doneual Town
EIL GALLAGHER

Iiount Ervinal Hotel, Letierkenny
PADBY MoGRATH

0'Neili Sports, Sirabane

HIERAN GILLESPIE

Pat the Cope Gallagher TD,

Bungioe

MARTIN O'REILLY

Sand House Hotel,
Rossnowlaah

CAOLAN McBONAGLE

Senaior Robert Gallauher,
Monaghan

EQIN MeHUGH

The Krusty Kitchen
fenegal Toewn

EOGHAN BAN BALLAGHER
Total Splicing Solutions,
Bonegal Town

CONOR MORRISON
MeGiynn's Resturant
Gastlefinn

DARACH O'CONNOR

Dalys Filling Station,
Lifford

EAMONN DOHERTY

Macs Mace & Deli,
letierkenny

HUGH MCEADDEN

The Harbour Bar, Killyhegs
PAUL BRENNAN

Great Northern Hotel
Buniioran

IRARK A MoOINLEY
Mick McGinley
Dunfanaghy

MICHAEL CARROLL

M & M Groundwerks, Dublin

PETER BOYLE
Tinney Fuels, Letlerkenny
RORY CARR

Keliy's Toyeta

BRENDAN MoBOLE

KN Group

MIGHAEL LANGAN
McGinley Motors Volvo,
Letterkenny

EVHAN O'BONNELL

Gouncillor Giaran Brouan,
Letterkenny

CUIN MULLIGAN

Coyle Goaches, Gweedore
CHRISTY MCLABGHLIN

Rhbey Hetel, Donegal Town
MARK COYLE

Donegai Piger, Raphoe
ENDA MeCORMICK

Bonnar Engineering,
Letterkenny

JAMIE BRENNAN

Rllingham Arms Hotel
Bundoran

DRRAEN McBEEVER
letterkenny IT

EAMONN MeGRATH

Denegal Piper, Raphoe
MICHAEL BOYLE

0'Neill & Breanan, Bublin
CONOR GIBBONS

Highland Radio, Letterkermy
DANIEL MGLOUGHLIN

impacto Print, Letterkenny

Glor ar lar: Séamus Mac Géidigh
Le Damien O Dénaill, RTE Rdidié na Gaeltachta

Ta mionna an tsamhraidh ag druidim
linn agus ta an tsraith naisiunta peile
ag teacht chun deiridh. Is beag duine
a bheadh ag déanamh ag tus na
bliana go mbeadh Dun na nGall ar
comhphointi le Baile Atha Cliath, Tir
Eoghain agus Muineachan ar bharr na
sraithe i Roinn |. Is féidir linn bheith
nios déchasai.

Chaill Rory Gallagher cuid mhér imreoiri a raibh
taithi na mblianta acu ag deireadh na bliana 2016,
ach bhog sé ar aghaidh agus td an fhoireann ag
dul & neart go neart 6 shin agus na himreoiri éga
ar bheagan taithi ag seasamh sa bhearna bhaoil da
gcontae, Léirigh an cluiche ociche Shathairn seo
caite i bPairc Sheain Mhic Cumhaill go raibh fir
Oga abalta ag teacht i méadaiocht sa Chontae.

Bogann an saol mor ar aghaidh, ach ta fear amhain
atz a chronl go mor sa bhosca trachtaireachta
ag na cluichi agus is é sin Séamus Mac Géidigh
a sciobadh uainn i mi IGil anuraidh. Is beag a shil
muid gur ar an 20 14 d'lGil 2016 i bPairc Bhreifne i
gContae an Chabhain agus Duin na nGall ag imirt
in aghaidh Mhuineachain i gcluiche leathcheannais
chtiige Uladh, nach gcluinfi a ghlér cumhachtach,
cruinn, cruthaitheach i mbun  trachtaireachta
arfs go brach ar RTE Raidié na Gaeltachta. Ta
Muineachan ag teacht go Béal Atha Seanaigh
inniu agus nach mér an sult a bhainfeadh Séamus
as a chuid oibre go hairithe i gcluiche ata chomh

tabhachtach.

Déist mé féin le Séamus agus lena
chomhthrachtaire Aodh Mac Laifeartaigh an
oiche sin anuraidh i bPairc Bhreifne. Bhi mé féin i
lathair sa bhosca trachtaireachta i bPairc Bhreifne
ag tls na miosa seo den chéad uair riamh agus bhi
uaigneas iontach orm an oiche sin, ag smaointiti
ar mo laoch craoltdireachta, mo chomhairleoir,
mo bhainistecir, mo chara a ba cheart a bheith ina
sheasamh san 4it a raibh mise. Nior chas mé le

duine ar bith riamh i mo shaol a bhi chomh lach,
chomh cuididil, agus chomh spreaguiil ar a dhdigh
bheag féin le Séamus agus cronaim go mér é. Nil
la da dtéann thart, nach mbionn ceist agam fana
choinne ach freagra ni fhaighim.

Is féidir linn uilig a ra gur fhoghlaim muid uaidh,
gur spreag sé muid agus gur choinnigh sé i
gconai ceart muid. Nil cluiche nach mbim aige,
nach smaointim ar a bhean agus a theaghlach
agus caithfidh mé a ra go bhfuil mé fiorbhuioch
de Dolores, a bhean chéile, a chuireas
teachtaireachtai go minic chugam roimh chluichi
ag gui gach adh orm agus i ndiaidh na gcluichi
chomh maith. Is mér an tégail croi an méid sin.
Rinne Séamus gach rud a thiocfadh leis le linn
a ama ar an tsaol seo, agus is féidir leis bheith
brédiil as an méid a chuir sé i gerich agus ni
beag an méid sin. Ta mé cinnte go bhfuil bréd
iontach air agus foireann &g Dhin na nGall ag
teacht chun cinn, go hdirithe Jason Mac Acidh
as Cloich Cheann Fhaola. Casfaidh Dan na nGall
ar Mhuineachan inniu den chéad uair 6 bhi an
samhradh anuraidh ann agus ta sGil ag muintir
Dhiin na nGall go mbeidh an toradh céanna ar an
chluiche againn inniu. Ni dhéanfar dearmad ort
g0 deo na ndeor, a Shéamuis.
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Assaroe Road, Ballyshannon, Co. Doncgal

Tel: 071 9851573 / 071 9852187 ...
Fax: 071 9851872 -
E-Mail: centraballyshannonss@ecircom.nert
Opening Hours: 6.30am to 11pm Mon-Fri
7am to 11pm Sat-Sun

Remember

i

GAA Tickets
in store 1

Buy your { L

THE DECORATING SPECIALISTS
Stockists of: Paint, Wallpaper, Lights, Blinds, Curtains, Hardware, il Cloth
& Key Cutting Service Available

Spring Offers |
5Ltr®€45

Any 1 x BLtr or 2 x 2.5Lkr 1 all
Enaycare and Light & Space ranges

SLtre€35

Any 1 x BLEr or 2 x 2.5LEr in all
Vinyl Matt and Vingl Soft Sheen ronges

The business end of the League
Peter Campbell (Sports Editor, Donegal Democrat)

We have reached the business end
of the Allianz National League and
Donegal are in the thick of the action,
sitting second from top in the table.

By the time Donegal and Monaghan take to the
field today, the Dublin v Roscommon result will
be known and, more than likely, Roscommon
could be relegated and Dublin well on their way
to another league final.

However, there are plenty of permutations still
in play and Sunday next, April 2nd, will be a real
Super Sunday in GAA.

It could hardly be more exciting with four teams
level on seven points after five rounds of games.
Donegal and Monaghan have had contrasting
fortunes in the league, Donegal suffering their
only defeat on the opening day against Kerry while
Monaghan went to Castlebar and defeated Mayo.
With Mayo also suffering defeat in Castlebar to
lowly Cavan last weekend, the Connacht side are
in a precarious position and could be fighting for
their Division One survival by the time Donegal
go to Castlebar next Sunday. It would be helpful

if Mayo could get a win in Omagh today, which
would leave them safe and also put another dent
in Tyrone's league ambitions.

But for Rory Gallagher and Monaghan manager,
Malachy O'Rourke, today is D-Day as regards
league final ambitions. Whoever wins today will
be in a strong position and with Tyrone also having
to travel to Kerry for the final game, nine points
may be enough to make the final.

At this stage it would seem that Dublin will
secure one of the final spots, and in recent weeks
Donegal manager, Rory Gallagher, and some of his
senior players have been setting the target on that
Croke Park date on 9th April.

It would be great reward for a new bunch of
Donegal players who are performing so well
while finding their feet in Division One. If they can
continue the upward trend of recent wins over
Cavan and Tyrone, then that is a real possibility.
The Donegal-Monaghan rivalry of recent years
in league and championship is on a par with the
Donegal-Tyrone rivalry. The great record here in
Fr. Tierney Park will, hopefully, come into play and
push Donegal closer to that final date.



The late Jimmy Gallagher - an Aodh Ruadh institution

Those of you coming through the
gates at Fr. Tierney Park today and
for the last forty years will notice
the absence of a welcoming face.

The community of Ballyshannon laid to rest
one of their most popular sons last week
with the death of Jimmy Gallagher.

Jimmy's last journey from his house in Erne
Street to St. Patrick's Church was marked by
a guard of honour by the local Aodh Ruadh
club. The journey of a couple of hundred
yards was a familiar journey for Jimmy, who
was a very regular churchgoer. There was
also a minute's silence at Aodh Ruadh's league
game against MacCumbaill's on Sunday last.
His death came at the end of a lengthy illness,
which was borne with fortitude. Prior to his
illness, his involvement with the Aodh Ruadh
GAA club in the town was legendary.
Secretary, treasurer, shop manager, pitch
caretaker, referee, turnstile operator,
quizmaster, bingo caller, lotto seller and
organiser, whatever job that had to done,
Jimmy was available. He was the face of the
club at Fr. Tierney Park for years as caretaker.
He was the recipient of a number of awards,
which he greatly cherished, among them
being chosen as the Aodh Ruadh Centenary
Club Person when the GAA celebrated
100 years in the county in 2005. Indeed, he
was the obvious and unanimous choice to
represent the club on that occasion.

The club was his second family, and as Fr.
Hugh Hanlen, said at the funeral ceremony,
the Aodh Ruadh club could well be described
as his first family.

| was told that he ordered Pauric McShea to
the line during a local town league game in Fr.
Tierney Park back in the 1970s, which would
have made him popular on that evening. But
jimmy didn't necessarily court popularity. He
was a man who liked punctuality and when
there was something to be done, it was not

put off until another time.

His working life was spent as caretaker at
Ballyshannon Vocational School and later
at Colaiste Cholmcille, but nearly all of his
spare time was dedicated to Aodh Ruadh.

It was fitting that his coffin was carried the
short journey from his home to St. Patrick's
Church alongside a guard of honour.
Requiem Mass was concelebrated by Fr.
Hugh Hanlon, Fr. Gerard Hicks (Jimmy's
cousin from Liverpool), Fr. Dermot Burke
and Fr. Herbie Bromley. Fr. Gerard spoke
about his memories of Jimmy when he came
to visit Ballyshannon in his youth and the
welcome he always received.

Afterwards Jimmy was laid to rest in the
Abbey Cemetery.

He is survived by his brother Michael; sisters
Antoinette and Marian; brother-in-law John;
sister-in-law Margaret; nephews and nieces
and a large circle of friends

May he rest in peace.

PC

- Ballyshannon, Co. Donegai.

Tel: 085 2299234

mdii: oneillsleisurewear@hotmail.com
Facebook: oneillsleisurewear

OFFICIAL =

ficial Stockist
rel%fn'cf Soccer Jersey

New Ireland Jersey Coming Soon

LARGE RANGE OF GAA &
SOCCER ACCESSORIES

- GLOVES » SOCKS » SHORTS = FOOTBALLS «FOOTBALL BOOTS
_HURLEYS = HELMETS » SILOTHARS «SHIN GUARDS * MOUTHGUARDS

FULL RANGE OF ALL INTER-COUNTY JERSEYS AVAILABLE
WE ALSO STOCK

= SWIMWEAR = SNOOKER = DARTS = PREMIERSHIP ACCESSORIES

Wishing Rory & Donegal every success in 2017 - Donegal for Sam!
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Proudly supporting

people and communities

wild

ABBeYy {8) Central
OQ

Hotels

THE DIAMOND, DONEGAL TOWN

¥ “Coolest
Destination
WILD ATLANTIC WAY 2017”

SLI AN ATLANTAIGH FHIAIN by National Georgraphic

Abbey & Central Hotels, The Diamond, Donegal Town, County Donegal

Tel: +353 (0)74 97 21014 Abbey Hotel
Tel: +353 (0)74 97 21027 Central Hotel

www.abbeyhoteldonegal.com www.centralhoteldonegal.com




Good luck to Donegal from all at

Doyouneed Ry .O I

on MR,
X-Ray or
Ultrasound?

Main Street, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal
Hospitality that’s Unique

Catering for Individual Businesses, Coach Tours,
Conferences, Trade Shows, Weddings and Christenings

Tel: 071 98 51147 Fax: 071 98 51001

info@dorriansimperialhotel.com

i 5



TRAINING WEAR

PLAYING KIT
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@ STATION ROUNDABOUT |

LETTERKENNY

A OR CHAMPION
Teiep!_iéne: 0486773 8266  Email: info@pruntypitches,.com \\.'ww.p.rl.mtﬁ,nl:ch_e_s.com
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THE CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS

ONEILLS

OFFICIAL LICENSED MERCHANDISE

D 0 N E G A L G A A ' : GAA members can now enjoy partner discounts,
: special offers and earn points for going to games 9

with the grma programme.

To start benefiting, register now at gaa.i il e

you’ve earned it

«fggﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁ oneills.com 0 G @
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Quiz with Willie Scott

I. Inwhat year was the Monaghan County Board first formed?
2. Which famous Monaghan man became Secretary of Comhairle Uladh in 19137

3. By 1938 Monaghan had won eleven Ulster Senior Championship. How many years passed
before they won their next one?

4. Who won the first Dr McKenna Cup competition in 1927, and who did they beat in the final?
5. In which year was St. Tiernach’s Park, Clones opened?

6. In 1923 Donegal won the Ulster Hurling Champicnship. How else did they make history?

7. When was Fr. Tierney Park officially opened?

8. Who won the first official Ulster Club Championship?

9. Count the All Stars won by Nudie Hughes, Martin McHugh, Paddy Linden, Neil McGee,
Michael Murphy, Conor McManus?

10. In which year did Dick Clerkin make his Monaghan debut?
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Destination Donegal for Rory the Rover
By Gerry McLaughlin, Freelance Journalist

connection with his then mentor
Martin McHugh.
In more recent years Rory has
been training Kilcar at senior and
underage level.
At present, he is manager of
'\‘a-_;-\. SuperValu in Killybegs and
N . has been living there for
AN\ around seven years, so
4\, the Donegal roots are
Y\, very deep.
. And his native Erne
Gaels have fielded
¢ several Donegal
players, one
of them Liam
MacLaughlin from
Cloghore captained
the Ernesiders to
a NFL quarter-final
against Galway in
1980.
The Gaels uniquely pick
precision in 2000. players from Fermanagh and
But had he been born Donegal in that twilight zone
around 600 metres further north, then around Belleek.
Gallagher would have been eligible to line Almost half of Rory’s native village is in
out for Donegal. Donegal and there is even more interest in
And, had he ever been working around the fortunes of Tir Conaill since Rory first
Bundoran for any length of time then became involved in 201 1.
he would certainly have received some Of course Rory has also been involved in
overtures from Brian McEniff. neighbouring Sligo and, as mentioned, won
Gallagher told this writer a few years ago that ~ a Sigerson medal when Martin McHugh was
Donegal were a team he always admired for  trainer and Michael Breslin, a Glencolmcille
their ball handling skills and running style and  native, was manager.
were a big part of his childhood. So while he may be a Fermanagh native,
But the connection does not end there as there are deep Donegal connections to
Rory briefly taught in Colaiste Cholmcille in  Rory and he would dearly love cement that
the early Noughties when he was a student  relationship with an Ulster title.

In 2003 Donegal went all the
way to the All-Ireland semi- ;
final and they had a pretty
formidable forward line.

Brian Roper, John Gildea, Christy
Toye, Adrian Sweeney and
Brendan Devenney were
top operators in the early /
Noughties. f
But can you imagine /f
how much better they
would have been if /&

one Rory Gallagher had &

been added to their =8
number?
The hugely gifted
Gallagher scored one .
of the greatest goals

ever seen in Ballybofey
when he showed great
chutzpah to chip Tony
Blake with inch perfect

in Sligo IT. Although it is very early days, he and his
Gallagher won a Sigerson Cup medal along  young team are surely on the right road for
with fellow Belleek man Dara McGrath in  a Belleek man, with Destination Donegal in
2002 and that began his other great Donegal  his Erne heart.
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DUN NA NGALL

Donegal Dun nanGall

Bainisteoir: Ruairi O Gallachéir

MARC ANTAINE MAG FHIONNAILE

MARK ANTHONY MCGINLEY
NAOMH MICHEAL
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PADRAIG MAC CRAITH MNIALL MAC AOQIDH PROINSIAS MAC FHLOINMN

PADDY MC GRATH NEIL MC GEE FRANK MCGLYNN
ARD AN RATHA GAOTH DOBHAIR GLEANN FHINNE
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MAIRTIN O RAGHALLAIGH EOGHAN BAN O GALLCHOIR POL © BRAGNAIN

MARTIN gREjLLY EOGHAN BAN PAUL BRENNAN
SEAN MACCUMHAILL GALLAGHER __REAL NA MARA, BUN DOBHRAIN
: : INA CEALLA BEAGA |
| f {
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CIARAI‘\J’ MAC TQbMAls
CIARAN THOMPSON
NAOMH CONAILL

g .
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MICHEAL © CEARREHAIL

MICHEAL CARROLL
GAOTH DOBHAIR

10 !

RIAIN HACAODHA
RYAN MCHUGH

EOQIN MACAODHA

EOIN MCHUGH

JAMIE © BRACNAIN
JAMIE BRENNAN

REALT NA MARA BUN DOBHRAIN CILL CHARTHA CILL CHARTHA
S [ — e
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PADRAIG MACBREARTAIGH MICHEAL O MURCHU AODH MACPHAIDIN

PATRICK MCBREARTY MICHAEL MURPHY HUGH MCFADDEN
CILL CHARTHA GLEANN SUILI NA CEALLA BEAGA
SUBSTITUTES:

16. Peadar O Baoill, Peter Boyle, Aodh Ruadh BAS; 17. Ciaran Mac Giolla Easpaig, Ciaran Gillespie, Gacth Dobhair; 18. Eamonn O
Dochartaigh, Eamonn Doherty, Naomh Adhamhnéin; 19. Karl de Léis, Karl Lacey, Na Ceithre Maistir; 20. Breandan Mac Combhaill,
Brendan McCole, Naomh Naille; 21. Michedl O Longéin, Michael Langan, Naomh Michedl; 22. Cian O Maolagéin, Cian Mulligan, Gaoth
Dobhair; 23. Marc MacAodha, Mark McHugh, Cill Chartha; 24. Mairtin Mac Giolla Chainnigh, Martin McElhinney, Naomh Micheal; 25.
Stiofan MacBreartaigh, Stephen McBrearty, Cill Chartha; 26 Conchir O Giobiin, Conor Gibbons, Naomh Adhamhnin.
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Monaghan Muineachan
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FIONAIN O CEALLAIGH

FINTAN KELLY
CLUAIN EOIS

RNl

RIAN MAC GIOLLA EASPAIG

RYAN MC ANESPIE
SCAIRBH NA GCAORACH

DARREM O HAODHA
DARREN HUGHES

Bainisteoir: Maoileachlainn O Ruairc

RUAIRI O BEAGAIN

RORY BEGGAN
AN BHOTH

g

|E3

AINDREAS WYLIE

DREW WYLIE (C)
BEAL ATHA BEITHI

e

|6

MNIALL MAC ADAM

NEIL MC ADAM |
NA CLAIRSIGH MHUINEACHAIN

\ 4

RjAN WY;\E
RYAN WYLIE
BEAL ATHA BEITHE

.‘.I 7

CARL G CONAILL
KARL O’CONNELL
TIGH THALAINN

CIARAN O HAODHA

KIERAN HUGHES

AN BHOTH AN BHOTH
10 | | 11 112 L
DEASUN MAC AN EHAIRD SEAN O CIARA GABHAN & DUAGAIN
DESSIE WARD SHANE CAREY GAVIN DOOGAN
BEAL ATHA BEITHE AH BHOTH MACHAIRE CLUAIN
CIARAN O DUFAIGH SEAN MAC CEARAIN CONCHUR MAC MAGHNUIS
KIERAN DUFFY JACK MC CARRON CONOR MC MANUS
LEACHTAIN CLRRAICHIN CLUAIN TIOBRAID
SUBSTITUTES:
| 6. Coner Forde,Conchur Mac Giollarndth, An Bhoth; |7, Owen Coyle, Eoin Mac Giolla Comhaill, Leachtain; 18. Karl Mc Quaid,
Carl Mac Uaid, Scairbh Na Geaorach; 19. Vincent Coroy, Uinseann O Combhral, Cluain Tiobraid; 20. James Mealiff, Seamus o
Maoldhuibh, Cluain Ecis; 21. Brian Greenan, Brian © Grianain, Clualn Tiobraid; 22, Thomas Kerr, Tomas Mac Giolla Cearra, Béal
Atha Beithe; 23. Owen Duffy, Eoin O Dufaigh, Leachtain, 24. Conor Me Carthy, Conchur Mac Carthaigh, An Bhoth; 25. Stephen
Gollogly, Stiofan Mac An Ghalloglaigh, Carrag Mhachaire Rols, 26, Micheal Bannigan, Michéal O Banagain, Achadh Na Muileann.
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DONEGAL-MONAGHAN STATS

with Fr. Sean

Diin na nGall have won the last six League matches that they
have played in Béal Atha Seanaidh. Their last League defeat in Fr.
Tierney Parlc was on March 8, 2009 when Baile Atha Cliath them
0-13/1-8. Since then:

2010 DinnanGal — 3-11 Lacis 0-5
2011 DinnanGal [-17  Aontroim |-8
2012 DinnanGal  0-17  MaighEo [-7
2014 Ddn na nGall -19  Ld 37
2015 DanpanGall  0-12  Corcaigh 0-11
2016 DannanGall  2-14  Corcaigh I-7

The one present Din na nGall player who played in all six
matches is Michael Murphy. ~ Din na nGall have played 22
League matches in Béal Atha Seanaidh this century. They wen
14, lost 7, drew one (against Liatroim!! 2006). So they have won
63.6% of their games here: about 70% in Bezlach Féich and 209%
in Leitir Ceanainn since 2000.

Dun na nGall v Muineachan

Today’s match seems to be the twenty-third League clash
between Dan na nGall and Muineachan:

[2 Nov 1950 Muineachan 3-3 Ddn na nGall [-5
[9Sept 1954 DinnanGall 3-1 Muineachan I-3
5Dec 1954  DinnanGall 24 Muineachan |-4
9 Oct 1955 Muineachan 3-12 Din na nGall 0-10
30 Sept 1956  Muineachan 4-6 Din na nGall 29
20 Oct 1957  DannanGall 2-6  Muineachin 1-8
5 Oct 1958 DunpanGall 0-7  Muineachan 0-5
21 Mar 1971 Muineachan 2-7 Ddn na nGall -6
6 Feb 1972 Dian nanGall 1-7  Muineachan 0-10
4 Feb 1973 Din nanGall 3-7 Muineachdn 0-5
3 Feb 1974 Din nanGall [-11 Muineachan I-6
8Dec 1974  DiannanGall [-6 Muineachan 0-7

14 Nov 1982 DuinnanGall 1-7 Muineachan [-5
6 Nov 1983 Muineachan 1-9 Din nanGall 0-8
25Nov 1984  Muineachan 0-11 Din na nGall 0-7
[3Mar 1988  Muineachan [-5 Din na nGall 0-4
12Feb 1989  DinnanGall -6 Muineachan 0-5
I5Feb2004 DudnnanGall 3-6 Muineachin [-11
2Mar 2014 DdnnanGall 2-1 | Muineachan 0-10
27 Apr2014  Muineachan |-16 Diin na nGall I-10
8Mar2015  Muineachan 0-9 Din nanGall |-4
JApr20l6  Muineachan [-10 Dinna nGall I-9

Din na nGall won || / Muineachan won 10
Drawn | (1972)

Sixth Time Here

Five of the Din na nGall v Muineachan League
matches have been played in Béal Atha Seanaidh:

1956  Muineachan 4-6 Din na nGall 2-9
[958 DdnnanGall 07 Muineachan 0-5
1982  Din na nGall |-7 Muineachan [-5
1989  Ddin na nGall |-6 Muineachan 0-5
2004 DinnanGall  3-6 Muineachan [-11

So, Muineachén haven't played in the League here since 2004 and
haven't won in the League here since 1956,

1956

Muineachan were on the crest of a wave when they came to
Béal Atha Seanaidh on September 30, 1956. They had just won
the All-Ireland Junior Football Championship (Heme) final and
were firm favourites against Din na nGall. They justified their
favouritism. They led by 3-5 to |-I at half-time and an early
second half goal increased their lead to thirteen peints. A stirring
Diin na nGall comeback followed but Muineachan held on to win
by 4-6/2-9.

Dun na nGall:

Sean McHugh
Brian Cotter Colm Toland Michael Ronaghan
Hughie Tim Boyle  Jackie McDermott Noel O'Donnell

Michael |. Gallagher:
Sean McCormick

Joe Carroll (capt)

Sedn O'Dennell Jim ‘Cookie’ Boyle

James McGettigan Jim Gallagher Dom Murray
Sub: Frankie Brennan

Muineachan:

Des McFadden:

Thady McNally Ollie O’Rourke Brendan Hamill
Denis McGuigan John Rice Denis Ward
Joey Byrne Séamus McElroy:

Gerry Curran Ted Duffy Noel Ward
Gerry Brennan TommyMoyna  Hughie McKearney

Referee: T. P O'Reilly.
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2004

Muineachan's last League visit to Béal Atha Seanaich (2004) was
amemorable match!

Din na nGall scored -2 in the final minutes to wipe out a
four-point deficit and win by a point. ‘Seventh commandment
viclated', cried The Follower!

Brendan Devenney scored 3-1.

Adrian Sweeney got a straight red and Niall McCready was sent
off for two yellow cards. Jason Hughes and Paul Finlay were also
sent off.

Din na nGall tried a new goalkeeper, to take over from Tony
Blake. Yes, it was Paul Durcan’s debut, the first of his [37 games.
Brian McEniff and Colm Coyle were the 2004 managers.

Dun na nGall:

Paul Durcan:
Famonn McGee  Raymond Sweeney  Niall McCready
Shane Carr Barry Monaghan Kevin Cassidy

John Gildea (0-1)  Paul McGonigle
Christy Toye (0-1)  Michael Hegarty Brian Roper
Colm A McFadden Adrian Sweeney (0-2) - Brendan Devenney (3-1).

Subs (used): Noel McGinley, John Haran, Brendan Boyle,
Stephen McDermott (O-1), Barry Dunnion.

Muineachan:

Paul McElroy:
|P Mone James Coyle Edmund Lennon
Dermot Duffy (0-1) ] Conlon Vinny Corry
Jason Hughes  Eoin Lenncn
Dick Clerkin Paul Finlay (0-3) Damien Freeman (1-4)
[homas Freeman (0-1) - Raymend Ronaghan G McQuaid

Sub: Dessie Mone (0-2)

I'he First Time - 1950

It appears that the first League meeting of the two counties was
in the Dr. Lagan Cup final of 1950 in Irvinestown. On that day,
my native Gaoth Dobhair had five players on the Din na nGall
team - Hughie Tim Boyle, Barney Coyle, and three from my own
townland Cotteen — the Gallagher brothers, Micf Rua and Willie,
and Antoin Rodgers. The three are still alive and well,

At centre half-back was the great, legendary Jim ‘the Natch’
Gallagher from Ballyshannon who passed away before Christmas
2013, God rest his soul. Ballyshannon's other great Gallagher,
Red Jack, was top-of-the-left while two of St. Eunan's all-time

greats, Peadar McGeehin and Joe Carroll, wore the number 7
and B jerseys respectively. Ardara’s still-alive-and-well Frankie
[rennan was at right-half forward with the two famous "blow
ins', McGettrick and Wickham, in the full-forward line, Charlie
Campbell from Dungloe took over from Michael Mellett

between the posts and Donegal’s Jack McMullan and Bundoran's
S¢amus Kane completed the fifteen:

)i

Dun na nGall:
Charlie Campbell

Jack McMullan Hughie Tim Boyle Barney Coyle
Séamus Kane Jim Gallagher (0-1)  Peadar McGeehan
Joe Carroll - Michael | Gallagher

Frankie Brennan ~ Willie Gallagher (1-1)
Sean McGettrick (0-2) Tom Wickham

Antoin Rodgers
Jack Gallagher (0-2)

Muineachan;

. Duffy
P McQuaid Ollie O'Rourke M. McCaffrey
B. Duffy ). Rice {capt) (1-0) M. Moyna

B. McKiernan (0-1)
M. McCormack ([-0)  T. Moyna
T. Clarke (1-0) E. McDonald

Hughie McKearney (0-1)
B. Shortt
P O’ Rourke (0-1)

It was a marvellous Diin na nGall performance and they were a
bit unlucky that two softish goals gave Muineachan their one and
only Dr. Lagan Cup final success. The teams were level [-2/1-2
at half-time but Muineachan were ahead by 3-3 to |-5 at full-
time (though the ‘Democrat’ score-by-score account credited
Dun na nGall with 1-61).

Aodh Ruadh

This will be the first time that a Dan na nGall —
Muineachan League match in Béal Atha Seanaidh
will feature no one from the Aodh Ruadh club:

1956 Sean McHugh, Jackie McDermott, Sean
McCormick, Jim Gallagher.

958 Jim Gallagher, Jackie McDermott.

1982 Tommy McDermott, Brian Tuchy.

1989 Gary Walsh, Brian Tuohy, Brian Murray.

2004 Niall McCready, Brian Roper.

Ryan McHugh

*  Ryan McHugh has played in all the 24 League
games that Donegal have played since 30
March 2014,

= Frank McGlynn plays his 149th game for Dan
na nGall to-day; Neil McGee his [56th and
Michael Murphy his 122nd.

loday's is Neil McGee's 77th League game, Frank
McGlynn's 70th and Michael Murphy’s 60th.
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GOLFE CONFERENCE & LEISURE CENTRE
- Bundoran, Co. Donegal. TEL: 071 98 41204

——— Upcoming Events ——

Ireland West Music TV Night with the Stars

Tuesday 11™ April
Starring Michael English, Mike Denver, Jimmy Buckley,
Declan Nerney, Johnny Brady, Cliona Hagan & Gerry Guthrie

Daniel 0’Donnell in Goncert

Saturday 26™ August (Sold Out) &
Sunday 27" August (Limited tickets available)

Tickets to all events are available from the Hotel Reception
Music & Dancing Each Weekend in our
Atlantic Ballroom no cover charge
Wishing the Donegal Team the best of Luck

www.greatnorthernhotel.com Tel: 071 98 41 204

Tue GREAT NORTHERN HOTEL

McFadden shootouts in training a huge
influence on Thompson -FrRANK CRAIG, DONEGAL POST

Ciaran Thompson reveals that retired Tir
Chonaill legend Colm McFadden was a
huge influence on him as he initially looked

to find his feet in the senior ranks.

i the last two seasons, both men were on the
periphery of things, but for very different
reasons, Thompson was attempting to
breale into Rory Gallagher's plans while
IMcFadden's time at the top was winding
down.

I'he indirect plus for Thompson was

that McFadden had more time, more
opportunity to offer advice at training.
Ihompson was determined to soak it all §
up

Good natured but highly competitive Y
«hooting practices after training is prominent

e most levels in GAA. But to have a tutor
ol the calibre of McFadden, Donegal’s all-time
record scorer with a tally of 25-434, was gold
lon the young and eager Glenties lad.
Mchadden sought the dry sanctuary

ol the press box last Saturday night
i MacCumbhaill Park as Donegal
impressively  downed  Tyrone s
i the latest round of the
NI He couldn't contain =
adimiration  for  the
[hompson's three first- ; half strikes.
licleed, his third, the pick of the bunch with
(he outside of the left, drew a particularly audible seal of
approval from the St. Michael's scoring maestro.

When o that acclamation was relayed to  Thompson
Alterwards, the player explained just how influential
IlcFadden has been on him.

I'le: saic: "Colm was superb to me. He was a serious
cxample and someone to learn from. | looked up to him for
w0 long — before | ever came into the senior panel. The last
conple of years he's been a serious help to me.

Alter training, we'd have kicking contests and that really
Irought me on. He was deadly. | have serious respect for
hin and will always appreciate that help. He's a Donegal
legend, a hero of mine. | hope he's enjoying his retirement.
I inight win the odd kicking contest now he's gone!

“I'love kicking about. People say it's putting in ‘work' but
I'just like taking time after training or before it and do that
oxtra bit. Alot of lads are doing that and I'm no different.”
[hompson is a confident individual on the pitch, but
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he's also very self-assured off it. He's
informative and avoids delivering the
safer sound bites. As well as securing
two valuable NFL points at the expense
of one of their great rivals, he explains that
holding their own in the face of some
serious physical duress was also
the night's big plus.
He added: “It was a big victory,
especially in Ballybofey. We keep
saying it but we love playing here.
We played well in spells. But
) when we needed to dig
= deep and grind it out,
we were able to do

¥ o that too.
“It was a very pleasing win. It

was  niggly out there at times. Tyrone
bring a serious intensity to their efforts. They tackle
like their lives depend on it and if you get bottled up

you're in bother. | think we stood up to that in the right
way. We didn't get involved in a nasty way but we didn’t

" ol allow ourselves to be pushed around either.

“We were winning the game so it would have been foolish
to allow ourselves to be dragged into that stuff, We got the
win and we kept our discipline. That's the two pluses for

the real highlights of Donegal’s five outings to date. Inside,
outside, off the laces, the variation on how he swings it is
thrilling. It's also infectious with eight different contributors
weighing in on the side’s |2-point total against the Red
Hands.

“We've a panel full of fantastic footballers that are all
capable of putting the ball over the bar," he said. “If you're
looking to take the same three or four players into play all
the time for that you get predicable.

“It's great to see everyone has that confidence to have a go.
It makes things so much mere difficult for the opposition.
If you're in that scoring zone, and the time is there to geta
shot off, Rory is telling us to go forit.”

Monaghan are next up today in Fr. Tierney Park. Coming
off the back of such a high-profile win could leave Donegal
vulnerable as the plaudits continue to pile in. Thompson
though insists they won't let that affect them.

He continued: “It's another big game. It’s another Ulster
side so it'll be very competitive. We want to win every
game we go out in. We're at home in Ballyshannon so again
we have to make that count.”



MAC SAND LTD.

Cashelard, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal, Ireland.
Tel: 071 9858550 / Mobh: 086 2368472 / 086 8599996 / 087 2408511

© SAND LTD. e Vhe =

L 4

Suppliers of Building, Plastering Sand & Concrete Sand
We supply Decorative Stone for Driveways and Plant Bedding for Gardens.
We Also Supply Limestone Aggregates, 6”,3"”,1 1/2”Clean Stone
4”& 3" Down. 804. Quarry Face fill

www.macsandltd.net

m.c:ﬁﬁtﬁuarriés@gmail.com

Best of luck to the Donegal team from all at

E&J Oil
Services Ltd

BALLINTRA, CO. DONEGAL - g
Tel/Fax: 074 97 34129 :

Email: info@ejoils.com

Established In 1984 By Edward, James and Bernadette McCaffrey

Order Online at:
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that's better

www.ejoil.com

TRANSITION is not a popular word in the GAA vocabulary

By Ryan Ferry (Donegal News)

It generally leads to uncertainty, and a few
quiet years where the main concern is trying
(o tread water, and not lose too much ground.
I'or successful counties, it often means vacating
their seat at the top table, as they look to build
1 team that can compete again in a couple of
years time.
A transitional periods go, the start of Donegal’s
new era has been surprisingly good, and has led
(0 2 feel-good factor around the county.
[ine members of last year’s squad are no
longer involved, and when you add in that
Patrick McBrearty has missed more or less
(hree-and-a-half matches, their return of seven
points from five games has been astonishing.
Initial expectations have been surpassed, and
lory Gallagher’s side are not destined for
[Division 2 as many had predicted.
Gallagher and his management team must take
1 huge chunk of the praise for how Donegal
lave performed this spring.
I hey've gambled with a young panel, and have
placed their trust in the new players.
[listory tells us that it's not easy to build new
(enms after enjoying success.
Armagh excelled during the noughties, but
despite an All-lreland winning minor team in
009, they have been well off the pace come
the business end of the season.
C orl are another prime example. The Rebels
von the All-lreland title in 2010, but a few
years after, most of their elder players moved
o and they entered a ‘transitional period’.
I'iey enjoyed relative success at underage level
I recent times capturing four of the last five
[Munster Under 21 titles.
I'lowever, they have found it very difficult to
(ranster that form into senior football.
|1t season, they were beaten by Tipperary,
while there hasn’t been any great improvement
on Leeside in 2017 either, and they could fall to
the third tier of the NFL, unless they raise their
vame in the final two rounds of fixtures.
It's not easy to replace a team of winners, but
it's been a case of so far so good for Donegal.
[Now at this point, it is wise to err on the side of

caution. It’s only the league and while Donegal
are in fine physical shape, most counties will be
aiming to peak later in the summer.

The wet weather certainly helped them against
Dublin and Tyrone, and there hasn’t been much
pressure on Gallagher’s side either — that will
change when championship ball comes around.
However, the signs have been encouraging.
The new players who have been blooded are
hungry to nail down a starting berth, and they
have shown that they won'’t be bullied.

After years of debate, Michael Murphy has
played the last four games at midfield, and the
big Glenswilly man has been integral to the
early season form.

The defence have raised its game considerably
since the start of the campaign, and are not
giving up many scores.

Another aspect of the Donegal team this spring
has been their running power, and there is so
much speed in the side now it’s frightening.
The likes of Eoghan ‘Ban’ Gallagher and Caolan
Ward were waiting on their opportunities and
have taken them with both hands. They bring
strength and pace, and like all the Donegal
players, seem happy to be in possession.
Others are certainly taking on more
responsibility. Players such as Hugh McFadden,
Eoin McHugh, and Ciaran Thompsen have
been shooting on sight, and while they won’t
score them all, you can’t win matches unless
you're brave enough to shoot at the posts.
Today’s match will be a good barometer of
where Donegal are at, as they meet another
team who are going through transition, albeit a
few steps further ahead.

Monaghan  manager Malachy O’Rourke
has been subtly moving players on, and
introducing youth into his team over the last
two years. It will be another tough encounter
in Ballyshannon, but Donegal will fancy their
chances.

Donegal people are hopeful that they are
witnessing the start of a bright new dawn, and
while considerable patience is required, the
future appears promising.



Owen Roe's

Lounge Bar & Next Door Off Licence

East Port Road, Ballyshannon Tel. 07198-51481
Good Luck to Rory & Donegal today

Join us after the game ..... 5 Screens of Live Sport
: 50 :
PARTIES CATERED FOR

Aftermatch Deferred Coverage Live GAA
Live Premiership Sports Weekly
Live Weekend Golf - Live GAA Games
Owen Roe's Bar catering for Functions, Parties & Fundraisers

First Home of Guitarist Rory Gallagher & Ballyshannon Blues Club
Website: www.owenroesbar.com Email: owenroesbar@hotmail.com

7 Specialists

Delicious Hot Food
~ delivered to your

Tel: 087 684 3311
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Breakfast, Carvery, '
Evening Menu

Good luck to Donegal from all at Henrys

T: 071 917 3985

LT henryshuttlebus@gmail.com  www.henrysrestaurant.ie
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W.B. Yeats
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tripadvisor

Good luck to the Donegal Team from all at

Erneside Business Park, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal

Tel: 071 98

Email: ernedigitalprint@gmail.com




ERNANS

Supermarket

Seattle’s Best Coffee,
New Spar Deli,
Off Sales, ATM

Opening Hours:
7-10 Mon to Friday / Satand Sunday 8 - 10

Cornhill Business Park, Ballyshannon, Co Donegal ‘

Good luck to the Donegal Team from all at

TYRE SPECIALIST
CENTRE

Proprietor: Michael Martin

Tyres, Batteries, Alloy Wheels,
Buibs Repiaced, Wheel Balancing,
Headlight Alignment,

3D Computerised Wheel Alignment

Portnason, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal

1: 086 609 5016 / 087 454 4453 T: 071 98 22970

www.tryespecialistcentre.com Email: michael@tyrespecialistcentre.com
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LDV VAN SALES CAR SALES CAR SERVICES VAN RENTAL
24 HOUR BREAKDOWN RECOVER
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Malachy O’Rourke has been so good for Monaghan

By Tom Comack {Donegal Democrat/Donegal People’s Press)

Fermanagh man Rory Gallagher
may be working wonders with
new look Donegal in the current
Allianz League, but in the case
of Monaghan manager, Malachy
O’Rourke, also a son of the Erne
County, he has been there, done
that, wore the T-Shirt.

It is an understatement to say the Derrylin
native has worked wonders with the men
from the stony grey soil of Monaghan.
There was little wonder either last autumn
when he was offered another three year
term.

Malachy O'Rourke had been good for
Monaghan football in the previous four
seasons.

When he took over the reins, at the end of
2012, Monaghan were in Division Three of
the Allianz Football League.

They had just five wins from |9 games in
the previous two seasons, and in the eyes of
most observers they were all washed up and
going nowhere fast.

Roll on to July 2013 and Monaghan
were celebrating a first Ulster Senior
Championship success in 25 years.

And Donegal followers here this afternoon
in Fr Tierney Park won't need reminding
that they defeated high flying Donegal, the
reigning Ulster and All-Ireland champions in
the final.

They were provincial champions again in
2015 with Donegal again left to lick their
wounds.

Monaghan, under O’Rourke’s stewardship,
also won successive promotions to the top,
capturing Division Three and Division Two
League titles on the way.

His management skills were well known
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to Monaghan officials when they decided
to cross the county boundary, to appoint a
Fermanagh man to the top job in the county.
After all four years earlier he had
masterminded one of the biggest upsets in
the history of the Ulster Champienship,
when Fermanagh ended Monaghan's Ulster
dream in the 2008 provincial quarter-final.
Monaghan were beaten Ulster finalists the
previous year and also gave Kerry a run for
their money in the All-Ireland quarter-final.
They were hot favourites for Ulster.
Fermanagh then took the scalp of Derry,
to qualify for the Erne County's first Ulster
final in 63 years. Derry had been the second
favourites after they had beaten Donegal,
the 2007 National League champions,

It took two games to decide the 2008 Ulster
final before Armagh finally saw off O'Rourke
and Fermanagh.

It was at club level that Malachy O’Rourke, a
Sigerson Cup winner with St Mary's College
in 1989, first cut his management teeth.
And from very early it became apparent that
he had that something special when it came
to managing footballers.

His first club was Tyholland in Monaghan.
That was in 2001 and before he departed,
two years later, Tyholland, were playing
senior league football for the first time in the
club’s history.

He also bridged a 68 year barren history
with Derry club Loup, to win the Derry
championship and a first ever Ulster club
title.

And in 2006, having won a number of Tyrone
championships with Errigal Ciaran as a
player, he also managed the Red Hand club
to a Tyrone championship crown.

Soitis no wonder that he was on Monaghan’s
radar. It seems it was a very wise choice.

Best of luck to Donegal from all at

_l The Limit

P T

" Bar & Restaurant

Westport, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal

Tel: 071 98 51929

Email: thelimitbarballyshannon@yahoo.ie

b.cey Reillys

Bar Off Licence & Miérobrcwery

Award Winning

Specialist Off Licence

60 Gins - 100 Whiskies = 500 Craft Beers - 8300 Wines

www.diceys.com
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Aodh auadh c LG
/ PRESENTS

pril 3
3.30pm

BRIDGEND
B AR

BALLYSHANNON

Tickets €10
ONSALE:

Pearce O'Neills
Ferguson Jewellevs

ALSO STANDUP BY LOGAL FUNNY MEN

kecnans Sear Bt ERANKGE O DONNELL AND JON DUNT
ov call Packie
+353 87 9794696 FOLLOWED BY MUSIC ..
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elly’'s Toyota | mow: [

AVAILABLE ABCHS 0815 s
- LETTERKENNY | MOUNTCHARLES

(_heck out our website kellystoyota.com Tel:074 9121385 | Tel: 0749735011




YOUR LEARNING
ADVENTURE

At Letterkenny Institute of Technology, you’ll be inspired by the range of exciting
courses on offer to begin a learning adventure, with awards right up to Masters
and Doctorate level. Study in a friendly and stimulating environment with
excellent teaching facilities. We are located on two thriving campuses in

Co Donegal, at Letterkenny and Killybegs. Alarge number of our courses are also
offered on a part-time basis.

Course areas include:

[crainecrng SR worsing & nesen soies JR soor
omrvion JR vty s ovior J vvrness
o T )
[Comruins JR v e vormniies

Visit www.lyit.ie for further details

= lyit Io

meclziochta | Letterkenny Institute
of Technology
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Good luck to the Donegal team from all at

E.

SLENDEID 1
¥HISKEY

Unit T Erneside Busingss Park,
Portnason, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal

Tel: 071 98 52434

Email: orders@mcmspirits.com
www.mcmspirits.com

'DONEGAL GAA

from all at Homeland

KILBARRON, LIFFORD, ARDARA, LETTERKENNY,
l CREESLOUGH, KERRYKEEL.

FUEL HOME

Tel: +353 71 9186500

Best wishes to L on

Nutrias

The science of animal nutrition

[ eers

www.homeland.ie




Irelands Number 1 Gouniry Music Venue

Tel: 071 9841075
From NI 00353 71 9841075

www.allinghamarmshotel.ie
Email: info@allinghamarmshotel.ie

.

e " S 7 23 e - . i
Good luck to the Donegal Team from all at the Allingham Arms Hotel
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MCR Group

Proud Sponsors of
Donegal GAA

MER Group has been one of the largest providers of outsourced staff
and services in Ireland since 1996. We have a national network of
{ralned staff providing a range of services to commercial, industrial,
gonstruction, retail, leisure and residential clients. Established as an
Butsourcing company, MCR Group provide a broad range of service
solutions through a number of professional subsidiary companies.

Il tesponse to the markets growing demand for multi service
suppliers, as well as providing a full range of recruitment solutions,
W also provide Cleaning, Security, Flooring and Engineering
services. We deliver these services to many ma rket sectors currently
amploying a workforce of over 2,000 employees.

MCR Group
Unit 1 The Capel Building,
Dublin 7.

Phone: 01 8899100
Email: info@mcr.ie
Web: www.mcrgroup.ie
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Donegal get caught napping in final minutes as
Monaghan get a share with McManus penalty

WIDES COUNT OF 16 A BIG FACTOR

Purun CAMPBELL J
a-mall sport@donegaldemocrat.com
Iwittar: @dgldemocrat

A 69th minute penalty by
Conor McManus gave Mon-
aghan a share of the spoils
in Fr. Tierney Park, Bally-
shannon after Donegal
looked like winners,

DONEGAL......... 1-11
MONAGHAN......1-11

Il was one that got away
from Donegal. They had all
the possession in the second
hall but couldn’t get the gap
punl three points. They also
hit nine second half widesto
o nlong with the seven they
hit in the first half. Apart
[rom the penalty, Monaghan
only managed two points but
[1ie gonl proved erucial.

Indeed, their sharp-

looler, Conor McManus,
wan lnrgely anonymous, but
when he was presented with
the penalty chance, he was
elinical,

I'he large attendance of
07 were treated to a close
content  but  there were
plenty  of  mistakes. It
coemed asifthe ground eon-

tions, which were champi-
onship like, caused the
players plenty of problems.

It was a huge contrast from

the wind and rain of the pre-
vious weekend.

STAR :

Jack McCarron was the
Monaghan star of the first
half, hitting six points, as
Monaghan had a one point
advantage at the break, 0-9
to1-5.

McCarron  had  the
opening two points before
Donegal hit back with agreat
goal. Ryan McHugh and
Eoghan Ban Gallagher were
the creators and Michael
Carroll rattled it ‘home.
Donegal kept their noses in
front until midway through
the half when debut boy Mi-
chael Bannigan levelled mat-
ters for Monaghan and
MeCarron and Owen Duffy
put them two ahead.

But points from Eoin
McHugh and  Michael
Murphy (free) had Donegal
level again before McCarron

finished the half as he
started, firing over his
second point from play.

Monaghan had lost half-
back Ryan McAnespie to in-
jury after eight minutes and
they alsolost Dessie Ward on
the stroke of half-time, black
carded for hauling Ryan
McHugh to the ground.

Just before that Donegal
had a half goal chance when
Ryan McHugh cut through
on the left, and his cross wis
met by Eoin McHugh, but he
was stretching and didn't go
enough power to get it pasl
the Monaghan 'keeper.

GREAT START
Donegal had the wind ad

vantage in the second hall

and they had two points on
the board on 36 seconds, Mi
chael Murphy and Ciarin
Thompson on target.
Scores were hard to come
by but Murphy and suball
tute Patrick McBrearty
stretched the Donegal lead
to three by the 5oth minute

. Monaghan lost Owen Dulfy

to a black card in the Jisl
minute and they had to will
until the gsth minute e
their first point of the hall
Shane Carey  polnting

(onor MecManus pointed a
free seconds later to cut the
lead to one, but almost im-
mediately Patrick
McBrearty stretched it to
iwo once again.

When Michael Murphy
pointed a free on 66 minutes
1o put Donegal 1-11 to 0-11 in
front, it seemed Donegal
were on their way, as Mon-
ughan didn’t appear to have
much of a threat. Kieran
(illlespie had come in at half-
{{me for Neil McGee and kept
Inck McCarron scoreless.

Donegal had lost Ryan
McHugh to an ankle injury
with ten minutes of normal
time left.

Butthen camealate Mon-
aghan surge and a ball was
played across the goal and
Martin McElhinney pushed
nrren Hughes. Referee
David Gough pointed to the
spot and black earded McEl-
iinney.

It was a disappointing
end for Donegal, who still
hud two chances in added
flme to get the victory.
'atrick McBrearty swung
sne wide while Michael
Murphy went for a point
[rom a 65m free, but it tailed
ilf'to the right in the wind.
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MATCH FACTS

W

DONEGAL: Mark Anthony McGinley; Paddy McGrath, Neil McGee, Eamonn
Doherty; Ryan McHugh, Eoghan Ban Gallagher, Paul Brennan; Michael
Murphy (0-7, 4f), Ciaran Thompson (0-1); Michael Carroll (1-0), Martin
O'Reilly, Eoin McHugh (0-1); Jamie Brennan, Hugh McFadden, Cian Mul-

ligan.

Subs., Mark McHugh for P Brennan 33; Kieran Gillespie for McGee ht;
Patrick McBrearty (0-2) for J Brennan 43; Karl Lacey for Mulligan 50;
Martin McElhinney for R McHugh 60; Michael Langan for Thompson 63

MONAGHAN: Rory Beggan; Fintan Kelly, Drew Wylie, Ryan Wylie; Ryan
McAnespie, Neil McAdam, Karl 0'Connell; Darren Hughes, Kieran Hughes
(0-1); Dessie Ward, Owen Duffy (0-1), Gavin Doogan; Michael Bannigan (0-
1), Jack McCarron (0-6, 4f), Conor McManus (1-1, pen, f).

Subs., Shane Carey (0-1) for McAnespie 8; Conor McCarthy for Ward,
beard 40; Dermot Malone for Bannigan ht; Vinny Corey for McAdam 46;
James Mealiff for O Duffy, beard 53; Thomas Kerr for Doogan 68

REFEREE: David Gough (Meath)

ATTENDANCE: 6,575

FREES: Donegal 19 (11 in first half). Monaghan 11 (8)

WIDES: Donegal 16 (7). Monaghan 10 (5)

YELLOW CARDS: Donegal: Cian Mulligan, Neil McGee, Michal Langan.
Monaghan: Neil McAdam, Fintan Kelly, Thomas Kerr

BLACK CARDS: Donegal:Martin McElhinney.

Monaghan: Dessie Ward, Owen Duffy

REF WATCH
Meath official David Gough was very sharp on off the ball tugs, while al-
lowing plenty of aggression close to the ball. Both sides got some soft

frees.
Man of the match

Not an easy choice, but award goes to Ryan McHugh, who was the biggest
influence on the game until being forced off. It may not be a coincidence
that Donaaal wara cauaht when the Kilcar man was in the dugout.



