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In the event of a draw, extra-time will be played

In his fourth year as a member of the inter-county panel, this will
be the Leeside referee’s first All-Ireland semi-final in the grade.
Today the Bride Rovers clubman is having his first outing in the
EirGrid U21 Championship since March 2015 when he took charge
of Tipperary versus Clare. The 35-year-old had three outings this
season in the Allianz League; at the Gaelic Grounds for Limerick
and Westmeath; at Arklow for Wicklow and Wexford; and

most recently at Dungarvan for the Limerick-Waterford tie.
Bermingham’s first assignment of the year was in the McGrath Cup
for another Limerick-Waterford fixture at Lemybrien,
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MESSAGE FROM

THE SPONSOR

A Chairde,

On behalf of all at EirGrid | would like to extend
a very warm welcome to Breffni Park, Cavan
for the meeting of two fantastic teams, Dublin
and Donegal, in the EirGrid GAA Football U21
All-Ireland semi-fnal.

Over the course of the season, this competition
has seen some great matches with immensely
talented young players. The provincial deciders
have provided the perfect example of how
exciting this championship can be. This is just
one of the many reasons that we at EirGrid are
proud to support the EirGrid GAA Football U21
All-lreland Championship.

Today’s pairing of Dublin and Donegal
epitomises all that is good in this
championship. Both sets of players have
shown tremendous levels of skill and
commitment to date in reaching this stage

of the competition. The two counties showed
true character in both provincial finals. Dublin
scooped the Leinster final for the fourth time-
in-a-row and Donegal beat a hard working
Derry side in the Ulster final making them
champions for the first time since 2010.

2017 marks the third year of EirGrid's
sponsorship of this competition and it is one
we are immensely proud of. The level of talent
we have seen in the competition so far has
been tremendous and | have no doubt that
today will be another special day on the pitch.
At EirGrid we want to recognise and celebrate
the talent in this competition and so this year
we have introduced an EirGrid U21 Player of
the Province Award.

At the end of the championship we will
also recognise the 21 best players of the
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ALL-IRELAND
CHAMPIONSHIP

competition through the EirGrid 21 U21s
award programme. These players will be
chosen by our ambassador, Tyrone's Seén
Cavanagh, in conjunction with the Gaelic
Writers’ Association.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who makes this competition the success
that it is; allin the GAA, the Leinster and Ulster
councils, referees and officials, and particularly
the team here in Kingspan Breffni Park who have
the pitch and grounds in such good condition.

Equally, we want to thank each and every
supporter here this afternoon, not only for
coming along to cheer on the teams, but for
the continuous support you give the players,
be it as a Family member, a friend, a club
coach, or a team-mate, as they aim to reach
the pinnacle of the U21 championship.
Finally, | want to extend our very best wishes
to both squads and management teams
here today. It promises to be a memorable
encounter.

Go raibh maith agaibh.

Fintan Slye
CEO EirGrid

MIONUIR AN LAE INNE

Le Martan O Ciardha

Bhiodh scéal sa timpeall fadé faoi thuraséira
cheannaigh pionta leanna sa tabhairne i gCiarrai
agus nuaira bhi sé ag comhaireamh na soinseéla
a bh{ ina phéca maidin |& arna mhéireach

thug sé faoi deara go raibh bonn Chraoibhe na
hEireann tugtha dé in it piosa airgid — b'shin
chombh fairsing is a boinn sa Riocht !

An bailidi at4 déanta cheana féin ag na
peileadéiri atd ag seasamh an fhéid don
chontae i gCraobh Peile Faoi 21 na bliana seo
a chur an scéal sin i gcuimhne dom —is iad
mionir Chiarrai seaimpini na hEireann le tri
bliana anuas agus bhi 17 bonn sa ngrad sin ag
na peileadéiri a bhuaigh ar Chorcaigh i gCluiche
Ceannais Faoi 21 na Mumhan ar Phairc Ui Rinn
clpla seachtain ¢ shin agus dornan eile acu ag
na hionadaithe. Ach. b'sin an chéad chraobh
Faoi 21 Clige ag Ciarraf 6 2008.

D’imir Brian O Beaglaoich i gCraobh Shinsireach
na hliana seo caite in aghaidh an Chlair.

Thainigh Michael Daly na Gaillimhe ar an bpéirc Dé
Domhnaigh seo caite ar nddigh ina mbua ar Chill
Dara i gCluiche Ceannais Shraithe Roinn 2 ar Phairc
an Chrécaigh agus té taithi na sinsear freisin ag
éganach Mhaigh Cuilinn, Peadar O Cuaig.

Is ar fhoirne na Gaillimhe a bhuaigh
Craobhacha Chonnacht 2015 & '16 agus a
chuaigh chomh fada le Cluiche Ceannais na
hEireann anuraidh até an fhoireann faoi 21
seo bunaithe. Bhi Dessie O Conghaile ar an
da fhoireann agus na peileaddiri Gaeltachta,
Rénan O Beolain, Liam O Ceallaigh agus Colm
O Braonain ar Fhoireann 2015.

Ta Craobh Faoi 21 Laighean buaite ceithre
huaire as a chéile ag Ath Cliath, éacht nar

déanadh riamh
roimhe sa gclige,

rud a fhagann go
bhfuil tri bhonn anois
ag an gcosantdir Eoin
Murchan as na Fianna.

Ta péire an duine ag
na comh-chaptaein
Con O Ceallachain
agus Cillin O Shea,
mar atd ag Declan
Monaghan agus ag beirt Rath Eanaigh, Sean
McMahon, agus Brian Howard.

Tar éis déibhsan criochni mar théinisti i gClige
Uladh le tr{ bliana anuas, bhuaigh Din nan Gall
an chraohh ansitd nios luaithe an tseachtain
seo nuair a bhi Farasbarr 13 ctiilin acu ar Dhoire i
gcluiche ceannais leatacbhach.

T4 a mbainisteoir, Declan Bonner, ag munld
na foirne seo 6 bhi siad faoi bhun 16 bliain
agus bhi an chuid is mo acu ag imirt nuair a
bhaineadar Cluiche Ceannais na hEireann

i ngrad na miontr amach i 2014, nuaira
bhuaigh Ciarrai orthu — an béaireoir Danny
Rogers, na cosantadiri Eoghan Ban Gallagher,
Tony McLeneghan, chomh maith le Micheal
Caroll, Stephen McBrearty, Lorcéan Connor,
Ethan O’Donnell agus Cian Mulligan.
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FOUR COUNTIES DETERMINED
TO MAKE THEIR MARK

By Fintan O'Toole

Having collected All-Ireland minor crowns for
the last three years, there was no shortage

of expectation surrounding the Kerry U21
footballers at the outset of 2017.

Jack O’Connorwas fully aware of it. He's
stockpiled enough experience to understand
the demands placed on Kerry teams, Having
steered Kerry himself to two of those minor
triumphs, he had witnessed first hand the
talent available.

“We were under a bit of pressure,” admitted
O’Connor, after their EirGrid Munster U21 final
against Cork.

“Everybody’s talking up this team but you still
have to go out and perform.”

Kerry had targeted that meeting with Cork
from a long way out, figuring the draw would
pan out in that fashion. Kerry did stumble at
times against Clare and Cork were pushed to
the wire by Limerick, but the Munster decider
was a traditional pairing.

Kerry were ready and hit full speed in
comparison to last year’s reversal in Tralee. A
16-point win was a perfect expression of the
talent in this team.

Twenty of the 21 players they used that night in
Pairc U{Rinn have All-Ireland minor medals and
seven have tasted Hogan Cup glory. The only
player to miss out on those minor glories was
towering full-forward Matthew O’Sullivan and
after being hindered by injury woes, his haul of
1-1 against Cork indicated his capabilities.

It doesn’t always work out neatly that minor
and U21 victories correlate, like last year's U21
kingpins Mayo achieved Following on from
their 2013 minorwin. But that hasn’t doused
the anticipation that this Kerry team will be a
major challenger.

They've reached the All-Ireland series today
yet find themselves sharing a stage with three
other counties who will not lack ambition.

It's only seven months since Galway suffered
at the hands of Kerry in an All-Ireland arena.
There's been a couple of players who have
graduated rapidly from that minor game.
Kerry’s dynamic centre-forward Sean

0’Shea was the winning captain, Galway’s
sharpshooterin attack Robert Finnerty was on
the losing end last September.

Galway have journeyed the long route in
Connacht to reach this point. They were tested
by Leitrim, hit the heights to take out the
reigning champions Mayo and then survived
an extra-time examination against Sligo.

They have a wing-back in Cillian McDaid who
is in superb form and a midfield lynchpin in
Michael Daly, sprung from the bench by Kevin
Walsh for the senior side last Sunday to sweep
over two paints in the Allianz League Division
2 final.

Galway’s team may not have the serial minor
winners of Kerry but have built up enough
momentum to be in a buoyant mood going out
today. Toppling Mayo will place Jack O’Connor
on his guard, as he pointed out last weekend

his belief that Mayo would be a major force
after the sides played a challenge game earlier
this year.

Similar to Kerry, the Donegal camp have had
plenty of hope invested in them before this
championship commenced. Since a team
powered by Michael Murphy came out of the
province in 2010, Donegal U21 sides have found
only hardship and disappeintment in Ulster.

In the 2013 and 2014 finals they came up
short against Cavan, while Tyrone edged them
out by a point in the 2015 decider. This spring
has been different. Donegal have had to deal
with a fixture pile-up as their quarter-final
wenlt to a replay and their semi-final was
postponed.

But after getting the job done at the

second attempt against Tyrone, they have
looked powerful and ruthless. Cavan in last
Wednesday week’s semi-final and Derry in last
Monday night's final were both dispatched
ona3-17to0-13 scoreline. They possess an
array of players who can cut aopen defences
like Lorcan Connors, Michael Langan, Michael
Carroll and Jamie Brennan.

Donegal lost to Kerry in the corresponding
minor deciderin 2014 and are backboned by
players nursing the hurt of that game.

Lorcan Connors, |
Donegal |

A couple of products of last year’s side that
reached the All-Ireland minor semi-final have
bolstered their challenge further.

IF Donegal have found emerging from their
province tricky, for their opponents today, the
difficulty has been getting past this semi-final
hurdle overthe last two years. Dessie Farrell saw
a star-studded Dublin team anchored by Jack
McCaffrey, Paul Mannion and Cormac Costello
rout Rescommon inan U21 final in 2014.

Since then Dublin have maintained their high
standards in Leinster, completing an U21
four-in-a-row last month when they stormed
past Offaly. But All-Ireland semi-finals have
been troublesome, Tipperary and Mayo edging
them the last two years.

Eleven players who saw game time last April in
Tullamore when Dublin were knocked by a late
Conor Loftus point for Mayo, are still involved
this spring. Using Leinster as a springboard
will be their goal and they possess a pair of
exceptional forwards in Con O’Callaghan

and Aaron Byrne that could enable them to
achieve that.

Four counties set then for two semi-finals in
the last U21 football championship. There’ll be
plenty determined to make their mark in Ennis
and Cavan today.

| Aaron Byrne,
| Dublin
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Dessie Farrell (Bainisteoir) Declan Bonner (Bainisteoir)

Mick Galvin Anthony McGrath, Gary Boyle,
Philip McElwee Cristeoir O Broin, Pat Shovlin,
Alan McNatly Michael McGrath
Evan Mac Cumascaigh q 7 Dénal Mac Ruairi
EVAN COMERFORD DANNY RODGERS
Ballymun Kickhams An Clochdn Liath
-

7 Darren O Broin 2 cillian 0S¢ (JO) Eoin O Murchéin 7 Conchir 0 Muircheaséin Ciaran Mac Giolla Easpaig Eoghan Bén O Gallchoir (JC)
DARREN BYRNE CILLIAN O’SHEA EOIN MURCHAN CONOR MORRISON CIARAN GILLESPIE EOGHAN BAN GALLAGHER
Raheny Kilmacud Crokes Na Fianna Naomh Adhamhnéin Gaoth Dobhair Na Cealla Beaga

Déagldn 6 Manachéin ' Sedn Mac Mathudna Cian O Murchti Déire O Baoill gé Antoin Mac Leannachdin {jC) | Breandén Mac Combhaill
DECLAN MONAGHAN SEAN McMAHON CIAN MURPHY DAIRE O BAOILL TONY McCLENAGHAN BRENDAN McCOLE
Clontarf Raheny Thomas Davis Gaoth Dobhair Bun a Phobail Naomh Ndilfe

. Aindrid O Foghld 2 Tomas O Sionnaigh Micheal O Cearrbhaill & Micheal 0 Langdin
ANDREW FOLEY TOM FOX MICHAEL CARROLL MICHAEL LANGAN
Clontarf Kilmacud Crokes Gaoth Dobhair Naomh Michedl

Glenn O Raghallaigh 1 Aaron 6 Broin Brian O hiomhair Seimi 0 Braondin Niall @ Domhnaill Ethan O Domhnaill
GLENN O’REILLY AARON BYRNE BRIAN HOWARD JAMIE BRENNAN NIALL O’'DONNELL ETHAN O’DONNELL
Na Fianna Na Fianna Raheny Bun Dobhrain Naomh Adhamhndin Naomh Conaill

/i Criostéir Sallier | Conn O Ceallachain (JC) Dénall O Briain Lorcan O Conchiir Cian O Maolagain Caolan Mac Congail
CHRIS SALLIER CON O'CALLAGHAN DAN O’BRIEN LORCAN CONNORS CIAN MULLIGAN CAOLAN McGONIGLE
Thomas Davis Cuala Kilmacud Crokes Na Dunaibh Gaoth Dobhair Bun Crannacha

17. Sedn de Cléatin 21. Aindriu Mac Gabhann 17. Dédnall Mac Maonghail 21. Niall O Fril
SHANE CLAYTON ANDREW McGOWAN i DANNY MONAGLE NIALL FRIEL
Ballyboden 5t Enda’s Kilmacud Crokes " Carn Domhnaigh Gaoth Dobhair
18. Stiofén Mac Gabhann 22. Colm Basquel 18. Stionfan Mac Breartaigh 22. Christian O Cndimhsi
STEPHEN SMITH COLM BASQUEL STEPHEN McBREARTY CHRISTIAN BONNER
Skerries Harps Ballyboden 5t. Enda’s Cill Chartha Na Rossa
19, Darren O Gaibhin 23. Beircheart O Seibhledin 19, Stionfan Mac Meanman 23. Ruaairi Mac Giolla Cheara
DARREN GAVIN BEN SHOVLIN STEPHEN McMENAMIN RORY CARR
Lucan Sarsfields Kilmacud Crokes Aocdh Rua, Ciil na gCuirridin Naomb Adhamhndin
16. Evan O Faoldin 20. Aaron Mac Uileagdid 24, Darragh O Spealdin 16. Pédraig O Broin 20. Criostdir Mac Lochlainn 24. Adam Mac an Fhile
EVAN WHELAN AARON ELLIOT DARRAGH SPILLANE PADDY BYRNE CHRISTY McLAUGHLIN ADAM NEELY
Trinity Gaels Ballymun Kickhams Cuala Naomh Columba Malainn An Clochan Liath
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UNDER 21 FOOTBALL BOWS
OUT AT THE TOP

By Arthur Sullivan

Farewell then, U21 inter-county football.
Not everyone in attendance at Kingspan
Breffni Park and Cusack Park will realise they
are very much watching the end of an era
but today’s EirGrid GAA Football All-Ireland
U21 Championship semi-finals will be the
third and second last games played at the
grade before it fades into memory.

The passing of Motion 5 at the GAA's Annual
Congress in Carlow last year spelled the
end for this competition, which will be

replaced from the 2018 season on by an U20_

All-Ireland Championship with drastically.
different parameters to the competition
that many GAA supporters have I<nn\wn and
loved for the past 54 seasons.

There will still be U21 club Football
ladies football and U21 hurling at all lev

but the understandable desire on thé

part of the GAA to introduce mea ng
reform that would specifically comb the
overloadlng of elite level Football laye

in the 18-21 age bracket meant thl
competition came into the ﬁnng ne

change are the new rules whl“
the U20 grade. First of all, the c
will take place from June to A
not the traditional Februar
significant of all is the rule t
named on a senior team list for
championship game will be i
participate in the U20 chan_zplo
change above all others mea
truly approaching the endofan

up until now, in many inter-county set-ups,

there has been a strong connection between

the county senior and U21 panels.

Last year’s debate was a lively one, with

GAA Ard Stidrthéir Paraic Duffy arguing
passionately in fFavour of change. The rpotion
passed narrowly, just about gaining
necessary two-thirds majority with- 6 per
cent of the vote. Its successful passage, along
with the similar minded motion to change the.

minor grade to an U17 grade, ledto a palpable e

‘buzz’ in the Nn Change was in the air,

' It’s interesting then to look back to the Annual
. Congress that introduced U21 football and
| hurling back on Easter Sunday (April 14),

1963 — 54 years to the weekend. On the eve

! ofthe Congress, Peadar O’Brien surmised in

the Irish Press: “Tomorrow’s GAA Congress at
the Gresham Hotel, Dublin could be one of the
quietest ever.”

The motion that proposed the U21 grade

got little attention in the newspapers in the
build-up or the aftermath - the delegates were
reportedly more animated by the Fact that the
replayed Railway Cup hurling final between
Munster and Leinster was due to be played
around the corner from the Gresham, at Croke
Park, at 5pm rather than anything on the
Congress Clar. “Fortunately for hurling lovers,
there was nothmgof a contentious nature in
the 40 motionsand the agenda was completed
at 4 :50,” says the report of the proceedings in

ol
N
N

: "‘)". N as env[saged in 1963 playerdevelopment

There is something strangely fitting and apposite
about the fact that on the day the U21 grade was
introduced, of far more interest to the delegates that

_ had just introduced it was a Railway Cup match.

For many decades now, U21 football has
commanded infinitely more importance and
attention in the GAA world than the Railway

Cup — how many of the Gresham delegates could
have believed such a thing possible back then?
An indicator perhaps that it may not be possible
to appreciate and recognise the true significance
of a change such as the one upon us until many
years down the line.

Like it was in April 1963 with the fledgling U21
competition, we don’t know how successful
the U20 format will be. That all remains to be
seen. Certainly though, we can reflect on that
1963 decision as a largely unqualified success.
The All-Ireland U21 Football Championship
developed into one of the most popularand
exciting competitions on the calendar. Indeed,
its essential characteristics — midweek, floodlit
fFootball, fFour provincial champions advancing
to the All-lreland semi-finals, a generally open
and competitive nature —meant it retained
considerable affection with the viewing public -
while the senior grade toolk something of a PR

battering in recent years.

i With that in mind, the denouement of this year's
_~ competition is an entirely fitting one. It's difficult

to recall a more thrilling and deserving semi-

-final quartet than Donegal, Dublin, Galway and

Kerry, the four sides who do battle in Cavan and

Ennis this afternoon.

All four counties have produced minor players
of extraordinary quality over the past three
years and they were all dominant and deserving
champions in their provinces this year. A curious
thought perhaps - and today’s games will

“.make or break the point - but it's as if the U21

comipetition is burning brightest just before it

fades out altogether. Perhaps that's the precise
< reason whyits time has come. It is now so high in

qua‘hty that it has served its essential purpose,
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The future is bright.
We all have
a part to play.

Hope, ambition, the desire to succeed - the qualities

that drive every U21 footballer. At EirGrid, we share the

belief that when you apply those qualities to sport and to life,
anything can be achieved.




ALL-IRELAND U21 FOOTBALL SEMI-FINALS

SEAN |
McGOLDRICK

Dubli_p 1-13
Donegal 0-9

BREFFNI PARK

ESPITE having
their star performer
Con O’Callaghan
blacked-carded after
just four minutes,
Dublin comfortably overcame
the challenge of Donegal to
secure a place in the All-Ire-
land U21 final in front of 2,422
fans at Kingspan Breffni Park.

Perhaps Donegal’s gruel-
ling schedule finally caught
up with them; the Ulster final
was only played last Monday
night while five of the team
featured regularly for Donegal
in the recent Allianz League.

There was a sense of irony
in the fact that Donegal fell
victim to a game plan which
was originally road-tested by
Jim McGuinness when the
two counties clashed in the
2010 All-Treland U-21 final.

Ultimately, Dublin’s 13-
man massed defence was far
more effective than Donegal’s
version while there was much
more purpose and method to
the Dubs’ counter-attacks,
which repeatedly found gaps
to exploit.

Apart from a brief spell
early in the second half,
Donegal looked lethargic.
It was scarcely credible that
a team which had hit 3-17

5 {\-,1:*‘
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Dublin's Brian Howard in action against Eoghan Bén Gallagher of Donegal

in each of their previous
two games only managed six
points in normal time.

‘With Dublin centre forward
Aaron Byrne a constant thorn
in the Donegal rearguard,
Dessie Farrell’s charges led
0-5t0 0-1 with five minutes left
in the first half. And though
Donegal narrowed the gap to
a point early in the second half,
that was as good as it got for
Declan Bonner’s side.

Dublin were already on
their way to the final when
centre back Sean McMahon
hit a smashing goal eight
minutes from the end after
Darragh Spillane — son
of former Kerry star Mick
Spillane — and Cian Murphy
created the chance.

One wonders at times do
team managers at this level
take themselves too seriously
or are they merely trying to
confuse everyone.

There were four changes
in personnel on the Donegal

team — but only three players
lined out in the positions they
were named in, while two
players featured who weren't
mentioned in the official
programime.

Nine of the Dublin team
lined out in the positions
they were listed in. They
made two pre-match changes
in personnel but only one
of them was announced;
and one of their substitutes,
who was introduced and
subsequently black-carded
in the final minute, was
incorrectly named in the
programine.

Scorers — Dublin: A Byme 0-4 (2f);

S McMahon 1-0; C Murphy, G O'Reilly, C
Sallier 0-2 each; C ('Callaghan (f), D Byrne,
A McGowan 0-1 each; Donegal: M Langan
0-4 (2f); N 0'Donnell 0-2; S McBrearty,

M Carroll, £ 0'Donnelt 0-1 each.

Dublin: E Comerford; D Byme, C 0'Shea,

E Murchan; € O'Callaghan, S McMahon, C
Murphy; A Foley, B Howard; T Fox, A Byrne,
G O'Reilly; D Gavin, C Basquel, D 0'Brien.

 Subs: C Sallier for 0'Callaghan (BC, 5); A

Elliott for Foley (22}, D Spillane for Fox (38);

16 April 2017 Sunday Independent

Tribesmen provide shoc

A McGowan for O'Reilly (48); T 0'Sullivan
for Sallier (57); S Clayton for Basquel (61).
Donegal: D Rodgers; B Cole, S McMenamin,
C Morrison; D O Baoill, C Mulfigan, E
Gallagher; J McGee, T McClenaghan; 5
McBrearty, M Coyle, M Carroli; J Brennan,
L Connor, M Langan. Subs: C Doherty for
Coyle (16); N O'Donnell for McBrearty (24);
E 0'Donnell for Connor (38); R Carr for
Mulligan (43); C McGonigle for McClenaghan
(52) S McBrearty for 0 Baoill (56).
Referee: J Bermingham (Cork)

2-14
2-10

‘ Galway

Kerry

CUSACK PARK

IDFIELDER Peter
Cooke led the
way as Galway
outclassed Kerry
to book a final date
with Dublin. The Tribsmen
built on a superb start to
dispatch the red-hot favourites
and while Kerry rallied in the
second-half, they were unable
to deny an impressive Galway
team.

Scorers — Galway: P Looke 0-5 (31); C Brady,
D Conneely 1-0 each; S Kelly, M Daly 0-2 each;
i Molloy, C McDaid, C DArcy, R Finnerty, P
Mannion 01 each. Kerry: K Spillane 0-4 (3f);
M O'Sullivan, J Kiely 1-0 each; S Ryan (2f),

M Flaherty 0-2 each; C Geaney (f), S O'Shea
() 01 each.

Galway: R 0 Beolain; L Kelly, 5 O Ceallaigh,

R Greene: K Molloy, D McHugh, C McDaid; P
Cooke, C DArcy; S Kelly, M Daly, P Mannion; R
Finnerty, € Finnerty, D Conneely. Subs: C Brady
for Mannion (41), M Boyle for R Finnerty (54),
€ Brennan for DArcy (56), E Lee for McDaid
(60).

Kerry: S Ryan; TL O'Sullivan, J Foley, T
O'Sullivan; B O Beaglaoich, B 0 Seanachain,

G White; A Barry, B O'Sullivan; B Barrett, S
O'Shea, M Flaierty; K Spillane, M O'Sullivan,

C Geaney. Subs: M Bumns for Barrett (29), RO
Se for O Seanachain (41), J Kiely for S 0'Shea
(45), J Morgan for White (55), D 0'Brien for O
Beaglaoich {60).

Referee: B Cawley (Kildare).




