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1Gil 1 PAIRC MAC GIOLLA CUMHAILL, BEAL FEICH 5.00 PM

AN LONGFORT v DUN NA nGALL

An Réiteoir: Padraig Hughes (Ard Mhacha)
Linesmen: Barry Cassidy (Doire) (Smnpav Rereree), Liam Devenney (Maigh Eo)
Sideline Official: Niall McKenna (Muineachén)

TONGFORT

B

Official Banking Partner of the GAA. I

BaCking [:]-uh and [:Uunty' 1Gil 1 PAIRC U MHORDHA, PORTLAOISE 3.00 PM
AN CLAR Vv LAOIS

An Réiteoir: Jerome Henry (Maigh Eo)
Linesmen: David Gough (An Mhi) (Stanpey Rerereg), James Bermingham (Corcaigh)
Sideline Official: Fergal Smyth (Uibh Fhail))

In the event of a draw, extra-time will be played

IGil 1 PAIRC ELVERYS MHIC hEIL, CAISLEAN ABHARRAIGH 5.00 PM

DOIRE v MAIGH EO

&:ﬁé An Réiteoir: Maurice Deegan {Laois}
Linesmen: Niall Cullen (Fear Manach) (Swanpey Rereree), James Molloy (Gaillimh)
Sideline Official: Eamon O’Grady (Liatroim)

In the event of a draw, extra-time will be played

1Gil 1 PAIRC TAILTEANN, AN UAIMH 6,00 PM

AN MHI v SLIGEACH

An Réiteoir: Noel Mooney (An Cabhéan)
Linesmen: Fergal Kelly (An LongFort) (Stanoey Rereree), John Hickey (Ceathariach)
Sideline Official: Niall Ward (An larmhi)

In the event of a draw, extra-time will be played
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GLENNON 24

Official Sponsors of Longford County Teams

Glennon Brothers has been manufacturing high quality timber products since 1913.
Through plants in Longford and Fermoy, and in Scotland,
we supply the Irish, UK, and French markets, with products for the construction,
pallet wood and fencing industries.

Glennon Brothers also supplies timber frame homes and
engineered roof trusses through Dempsey Timber Engineering in Arklow (www.dte.ie).

Glennon Brothers has a dedicated forestry team who can offer advice to forestry growers
throughout the country and we are in the market for quality sawlog from private growers.

' Glennon Brothers, Saw Mills, Dublin Road, Longford.
' Phone: +353 43 3350800

www.glennonbrothers.ie

glennonbrothers.ie

&

Email; info

REALTA AGUS CU
CHULAINN

Longfort ar cheann de

leatdosaen contae atd ag

fanacht fos go mbronnfar
an gradam “All Star” ar dhuine dd
geuid peileaddiri— nior thdinig
an scéim aran saolgo dti 1971
agus ar an drochuair bhi sin
rédheireanach do pheiteaddirl
an chontae a bhuaigh an
tSraithchomdrtas Ndisidnta i
1966 agus Craobh Laighean dhd
bhliain ina dhicidh sin.

Ach roimh theacht na

“All Stars” bhiscéim eile
darbh ainm “Gradaim Chu
Chulainn” a mbiodh an iris
“Gaelic Weekly” ina bhun idir
1963-1967 agus roghnafodh
Sean Murray as Longfort ar
dheis sa line lantosach i 1965.
Ba as Teach Sinchei
ndeisceart an chontae O
Muir{ a bhuaigh Cracbh Ath
Cliath Faoi dhd le Colaiste na
hQllscoile ansitd.

Agus Craobh Laighean buaite
acu i '68 gortafodh Sedn
Murray agus n{ raibh séinann
a dhul chun péirce i gCluiche
Leathcheannais na hEireann in
aghaidh Chiarraf, inar buadh

Le Mdrtan O Ciardha
ar a fhoireann le dha chuilin.

Le teacht na All Starsi 1971
bhi tridr peileadéiri as na
contaethe atd san iomaiocht
i mBabhtai Céilithe 2A an lae
inniu aran gcéad fhoireann
riamh a roghnaiodh.

Johnny Carey as Beanchor
lorrais Mhaigh Eo ar dheis sa
line ldnchuil, Pat Reynolds
as Baile Bhaltair na Mi
lasmuigh dé ar chlé sa leath
line agus Micheal Kearins as
an Droim Ard is Sligeach sa
leath line tosaigh.

Nior imir Kearins na Carey
i gCluiche Ceannais na
hEireann riamh cé gur
bhuaigh siad 4 chraobh
clige eatarthu, ach i
1967 bhi Mac Raghnaill ar
fhoireann na Mi a bhuaigh
ar Chorcaigh.

Nuair a bronnadh an
gradam All Star ar Brian
McEniffi 1972 bhisé ar
an gcéad duine as Dun na
nGall a fuairan onoir—an
bhliain sin bhisé ag imirt

agus mar bhainisteoir ar
fhoireann an chontae sin

a bhuaigh Craobh Uladh
don chéad uair. Fiche bliain
ina dhiaidh sin bhi sé ina
bhainisteoir ar Dhin na
nGall aris nuair a bhuaigh
siar Corn Mhic Guidhir.

Sa bhliain 1973 thug
Anthony McGurkan gradam
All Star go Doire don chéad
uair. Thuill sé an ondir aris
dhé bhliain dar gcionn.

11986 a hainmniodh
peileaddiri as Laois aran
bhfoireann don chéad
uair— Colm Browne, an
captaen a bhi ar fhoireann
an chontae a bhuaigh an
tSraithcomértas Naisidnta
an bhliain sin agus Liam
Irwin, a d’imiri l&r na pairce.

1992, an bhliain ar imigh
Marty Morrissey as a
chranna cumhachta agus
inar fagadh na ba in larthar
an Chldir gan cru, athug
Séamus Clancy an chéad
All Star Peile chuig an
gcontae sin.




SUPER 8s COULD
BREATHE NEW LIFE INTO
QUALIFIERS

ast weekend's edition
L of The Sunday Game

reminded us that it’s
that time of year again in
Jootball. Not quite time for
talk of the dry sod and the
fast ball; not time to talk of
forthcaming provincial finals
and All-Ireland contenders
either. Rather, it's time for that
dreaded, now annual debate -
championship structures.

A specific focus of the
programme was a segment
about a possible ‘B’
football championship,
prompted by Dublin’s
profoundly dominant
31-point Leinster
semi-final victory over
Westmeath. Ten senior
inter-county managers
were interviewed on the
topic, with their views
predictably divergent.

It’s not that debating the
topic is without merit —
there clearly is, given the
near universal agreement
across all levels of the
GAA that some kind of
change is necessary. It’s
more the fact that by now,
the debate has become

an annual set-piece,
predictably following any
one-sided game. It will
power a few columns and
generate some bloviating
from pundits for a few
weeks before the actual
sport commands our
attention once again.

Interestingly, the differing
views of the 10 managers
- from similarly ranked
counties, most of who
played in Divisions 3 and
41in 2017 - illustrated the
challenge and complexity
of addressing the issue.

From Sligo manager Niall
Carew saying he believed a
‘B’ championship would be
a “a disaster going forward
for Football” to Longford
manager Denis Connerton
saying that he believed “it's
very important that players
compete in a competition
which they feel they can
honestly win”, it's obvious
there is no quick fix and no
easily digestible solution.

A common catalyst for this
well-worn debate in recent
years has been a general

sense of weariness with the
All-Ireland qualifier system,
with an argument taking
hold that it has become
stale and needs some kind
of freshening up.

That sense might be
enhanced by the fact that
it is now seven years since
a team came through the
All-Ireland qualifier route
to win an All-Ireland title,
as Cork did in 2010, and as
Kerry, Tyrone and Galway
had done in the years
before.

Or it might be linked to the
Fact that over the last few
seasons, the same counties
have tended to appear

at the same stage of the
qualifiers year after year.

lake this evening's Round

2A fixture list for example
seven of the counties

involved played in Round 2 of

the qualifiers last year while

Donegal were also in the
hack door format in 20186,
joining at the Round 4 stage.

However, since their
introduction 17 years ago,

the All-Ireland qualifiers
have to a certain extent
created a new competition,
with the prize at the end
of it being an All-Ireland
quarter-final place, rather
than a trophy.

Generally speaking, teams
that have appeared in the
qualifiers over the last
couple of seasons have been
surprisingly well matched,
leading to relatively few
extreme scorelines. Indeed,
those have been largely
restricted to games in the
provincial competitions,
inevitably involving the big
beasts of Dublin and Kerry
—both on lengthy unbroken
runs in Leinster and Munster
- and the slightly lesser
beasts of Donegal, Mayo and
Tyrone.

For counties cast out

Siigo manager, Niall Carew

early from the battle for
provincial honours, or for
those who can’t realistically
aspire to winning the
All-Ireland, reaching the All-
Ireland quarter-final stage
has become a substantial
prize in itself. However,
perhaps the most intriguing
thing about the entire
championship structure
debate at present is the fact
that the already confirmed
introduction of the ‘Super
8’ format in place of the
quarter-finals from 2018 on
has hugely enhanced and
incentivised reaching the
last eight.

The substantial allure of the
Super 8 —two groups of four,
three big games guaranteed
for each county - could
have the added effect of
increasing the already
cutthroat competition of

the qualifiers. With such a
big prize now available at
the end of the week-by-
week gauntlet, a county’s
motivation to do well in
the backdoor system could
increase substantially.

And the good news is

that, perhaps contrary to
prevailing wisdom, reaching
the last eight is not such a
closed shop.

In the last five seasons, half
ofthe island’s 32 counties
have reached the last eight.
Yes, Kerry, Dublin, Donegal
and Mayo have been there
every year but there has

been plenty of opportunity
for those outside the ‘elite’ -
just look at the examples of
Clare, Tipperary (both 2016),
Fermanagh (2015), Cavan
(2013) and Lacis (2012). Over
the 16-year history of the last
eight, all but nine counties
have reached the All-Ireland
quarter-final stage.

It’s true that those counties
at the very bottom of the
football food chain —those
that generally operate in
Division 4 and who have
never reached the last eight
—are likely to remain cast
out from the feast.

But unlike the relatively
nouveau topic of
championship structures,
the debate of how to malke
those weakest few stronger
is about as old as the game
itself — that’s not going away
any time soon.



DONEGAL

2008

2009

2010
2013
2015
2018

LAST 10
QUALIFIER MATCHES

Donegal  3-11 Roscommon 1-9
Monaghan 0-16 Donegal 0-15
UDonegal  2-13 Carlow 1-6
Donegal ~ 0-13  Clare 17
Donegal  2-13  Derry 0-18
Donegal  0-14 Galway 0-13
Armagh 2-14 Donegat 0-113
Donegal 0-14  Laois 0-8
Denegal  3-T2 Galway 0-11
Donegal =~ 0-21 Cork 115

WON 6

LONGFORD

2013  Wexford Longford

2014 Longford Derry
Tipperary Longford

2015 Longford Carlow

Longford Clare
Kildare Longford
2016  Longford Down
Longford Monaghan
Corlk Longford
Longford 2 Louth

LAST MEETING

1 Blake

DONEGAL 1-17 LONGFORD 1-11

N McCready

Date: June 7 2003

Stage: All-Ireland Championship Round 1
Venue: Mac Cumhaill Park, Ballybofey
Referee: D Joyce (Galway)

Half-time score: Donegal 1-6 Longford 0-8

Subs -] McGuinness, | McCafferty, C Toye

Donegal scorers: A Sweeney 0-8, S McDermott 1-1, C McFadden
0-3, B Roper 0-3, M Hegarty 0-2.

G Tonra
s/

Smullen P Barden M Lennr;n

N Sheridan P Davis

et

Subs - P Shanley, M Kenny, C Hanniffy, M Kelly
LongFord scorers: P Davis 0-5, L Keenan 0-4, N Sheridan 1-0,
T Smullen 0-1, P Barden 0-1,

| AN REITEOIR
| Padralg Hughes (Armagh)

The Crossmaglen Rangers clubman was assngned l:wo ﬁxtures n the quahﬁers Iast ;
'season as the Kildare-Offaly (Newbridge) and Clare-Roscommon (Salthill) ties came

‘under his jurisdiction. The 12-year veteran of the inter-county panel was last in
‘charge of Donegal in January this year for their McKenna Cup tie against Tyrone at
Omagh while his last match at Ballybofey was in March 2014 for the home side’s

 Allianz League tie with Meath. Longford have not featured among his matches over

 the past five years. Earlier this year he handled three matches in the league and last
month. reFereed the Kerry-Clare Munster semi-final.
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AN LONGFORT

ROGHNOIRE: Denis Connertan (Bainisteoir),
Trevor Smullen, Ciaran Fox, Enda Macken, Derek Ryan

Pddraig Mac Colaim
PADDY COLLUM

Aann °"CA‘ iaals

Diarmiid Mac an Mhdistir Padraig Mac Cormaic Barra Mac Giollardin
DIARMUID MASTERSON PADRAIG MCCORMACK BARRY GILLERAN

Dromard

Killoe Young Emmet Longford Slashers

DONAL McELLIGOTT

ﬂ Dénall Mac Uileagéid
St. Columbas

Sedn 0 Caogdin
JOHN KEEGAN

5t Cotumbas

Dénall Muimhneach
DANIEL MIMNAGH

Killoe Young Emmets

Roibeard Mac Gabhann
RO BBIE SMYTH

16.

17,

18.

Coilm O Fearail

COLM FARRELL
Longford Siashers
Labhrds 6 Mérdin
LARRY MORAN
Litloe Young E s
Aindrii 0 Fe;rwll
ANDREW FARRELL

Cashel

OFFICIAL
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Micheal O Cuinn (C.)
MICHAEL OU|NN

Killa

Séamas Mac Dhuibhne
JAMES McGIVNEY

Sk, Columbas

Liam @ Connachtdin
LIAM CONNERTON

Rathcline

19, Conchiir O Béarra
CONOR BERRY
Abbeylara

20, Réndn Mac an tSaoir
RONAN MCcENTIRE
Dromard

21. Barra O Fearail
BARRY O’FARRELL
Carrickedmond

22. Cian O Fearghallaigh
CIAN FARRELLY

2 Young Emme

Deasiin Mac Ranaill
DESSIE REYNOLDS

Sedn Connollys

Daithi Mac Dhuibhne
DAVID McGIVNEY

Sk Colu

Ddire 0 Gallchobhair
DARREN GALLAGHER

St. Mary

Barra Mac Eoin
BARRY McKEON

Col

23. Marcas O hAodha
MAR K HU G H ES

24. Rian 0Bmdargh .
RlAN BRADY

25. Scosamh 6 Cu’aﬂmgﬁ
JOEK E LLY

26. CﬂHrmdnnI.m
CILLIAN LEE

t. Brigid

P

izt
(—]

16,

17.

18.

Pddraig Mac Craith
PADDY McGRATH

Ard an Ratha

Riain Mac Aodha
RYAN McH UGH

lasdn Mac Aoidh
§  JASON McGEE

Cloch Chea

Michedl O Cearrbhaill
MlCHAEL CARROLL

Pddraig Mac Breartaigh
PATRICK McBREARTY

Cill Chartha

FIR IONRIB

Peadar O Baoill
PETER BOYLE

Aodh Ruadh B.AS,
Eamonn O Dochartaigh
EAMONN DOH ERTY
adhar
Carl de Léis

KARL LACEY

Na Ceithre Maistiri

Naomh

ROGHNOIRE: Ruairi O Gallachair (Bainisteoir),
Marcas O Curréin, Breandén Mac Giolla Chaoin

Marc Antaine Mac Fhionnghaile

1 MARKANTHONY McGINLEY
Niall Mac Aoidh :

% NEIL McGEE a
G |'\%T i}x air

Proinsias Mac Fhloinn
6 FRANK McGLYNN

Gleann Fhinne

inn Fhaola aemh Conail

Mairtin O Raghallaigh
11 MARTIN O’REILLY

Sedn Mac Cumbaill

Michedl O Murchti (€.)
14 MICHAEL MURPHY

Gleann tSaili

19. Marc Mac Aodha
MARK McHUGH
Cill Chartha

20. P4l 0 Braonainn
PAU L BR ENNAN

Jundobhrain

21. Ciardn Mac Giolla Easbuig
KIERAN GILLESPIE
Gaoth Dobhair

22. Mairtin Mac Giolla Chainnigh
MARTIN McELHINNEY

Naomh Michedl

| supervais [N
AlB

|

12
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Caoldn Mac an Bhdird
CAOLAN WARD

Naomh Adhambndin

Eoghan Ban O Gallchéir
EOGHAN BAN GALLAGHER

Ma Cealls Heaga

Ciarér! Mac Thomais
&% CIARAN THOMPSON

Eoin Mac Aodha
EOIN McHUGH

Cill Chartha

Cian O Maolagdin

15 CIAN MULLIGAN

23.

24.

25,

26.

Gaoth Dobhair

Michedl O Longdin
MICHAEL LANGAN
Naonih Michedl

Aodh Mac Phéidin

HUGH McFADDEN

fa Cealla Beaga

Jamie O Braondin

JAMIE BRENNAN

Realt na Mara,Bundobhrain
Darrach O Conchubhair
DARRACH O’CONNOR

Bun Crannacha
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2010
2011
2012
2013
2014

2015

o,
G

CLARE

2016

Offaly =~ 2-18 Clare 1-18
Down 1-13 Clare e
Kerry 190 Glare 16
Laois 397 Glate . 0210
Clare 4-26 Carlow 2-13
Kildare 0-13 Clare 0-12
Longford ~ 2-12 Clare 1-12
Clare p0=14 danis L o100
Clare 2-17 Sligo 1-13
Clare 2-12 Roscommon 1-9

LAST 10

QUALIFIER MATCHES

LAOIS

2013 Laois
Laois
Donegal
Laois
Laois
Tipperary
Antrim
Laois
Clare
Laois

Clare
Wexford
Laois
Fermanagh
Wexford
Laois

Laois
Armagh
Laois
Wicklow

CLARE 0-14 LAOIS 1-10

Date: July 10 2016

Stage: All-Ireland Championship Round 2A
Venue: Cusack Park, Ennis

RefFeree: M Duffy (Sligo)

Half-time score: Laois 1-7 Clare 0-7

Subs - S McGrath, E Coughlan, S Malone, P Collins, D Ryan

Clare scorers: E Cleary 0-4, ] Malone 0-3, G Brennan 0-1,
C O’Connor 0-1, K Sexton 0-1, D Tubridy 0-1, S Hickey 0-1,
S Malone 0-1, S McGrath 0-1

Subs - A Farrell, ] Farrell, M Campion, R Munnelly, G Walsh

Laois scorers: | O’Loughlin 0-3, D Kingston 0-3, S Attride 1-0,
C. Meredith 0-1, D Conway 0-1, D Strong 0-1, P Cahillane 0-1

i AN REITEOIR

| Jerome Henry (Mayo)

' Today’s fixture is the Castlebar Mitchels clubman’s second outing in the qualifiers
as Henry was in charge of the Waterford-Derry Round 1A tie at Fraher Field,

Dungarvan three weeks ago. In his seventh season as a member of the inter-county
panel, the 36-year-old was assigned Laois’ Allianz League tie with LongFord at
O’Moore Park in March while he also had an outing at Croke Park the previous

[ month for the AIB Club Junior final. Jerome’s most recent outing with Clare was
16 months ago For their league tie with Westmeath at Ennis, while both counties
featured among his 2015 league fixtures,

Sy
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ROGHNQIRT: Cailm O Caileain (Bainisteoir), ROGHNOIRT: Peadar O Criodain (Bainisteair),
Eimhin O Seanchain, Ailéin O Floinn, Daibhéid O Briain Geardid O Caomhanach, Tomds Mac Shitric
Seasamh O hAodha Graham O Bruaideadha
1 JOE HAYES GRAHAM BRODY
Ligs Ui CH 3 Portiaoise
Dean O Riain Caoimhin O hAirtnéada Mairtin Mac Mathiina Darren Strong Marcas O Tiomdin Trevor O Coiledin
2 DEANRYAN 3 I(EVIN HARNETT 4 MARTIN MCMAHON DARREN STRONG MARK TIMMONS TREVOR COLLINS
Eire Og Inis T Cili M Emso Gr Graiguecullan
Cian O Ded . Gordan O Ceallaigh | Ciardn O Ruiseil Eoin 0 Bogaigh Pddraig Mac Mathiina Coilm O Beaglaoich
9 canN O DEA 6 GORDON KELLY T CIARANRUSSELL EOQIN BUGGIE PADRAIG MCMAHON COLM BEGLEY
Cill Fhionnurach Na i rach Eire Og tnis Stradhbatly Ballyroan A Skt 3ty
Gearéid O Braondin {C.) Cathal O Conchilir Breanddn O Coigligh Sedn O Lochtain
8 GARY BRENNAN § CATHAL O’CONNOR BRENDAN QUIGLEY JOHN O'LOUGHLIN
uain Da Ghad ol Min Timahoe St Brigid's
 Séamus O Maoileoin Sedn O Coiledin _ Piaras Laighleis Aitéin O Fearail Daithi O Conbhui Damien O’Conchuir
10 JAMIE MALONE 1 seAncoiuns - 12 PiERCE LILLIS ALAN FARRELL DAVID CONWAY DAMIEN O’CONNOR
ora Finne Creatlach Cuar A ylinan Arles-Kilcruise Tirnahoe
Eoghan O Cleirigh . Daibhéid O Tiobraide Caoldn O Seasndin Stiofdn Attride (C.) Dénal Mac Clochaire Geardid Breathnach
13 EOIN CLEARY 14 DAVID TUBRIDY 15 KEELAN SEXTON STEPHEN ATTRIDE DONAL KINGSTON GARY WALSH
B inse ch £ DGn Beag CHl Mbsuire Ui yin il Arles-Killeen Bailylinan
; S 19. Eimhin O Curndin 23. Sedn O Maoileoin I : 19, Gearoid Dioliin 23, Ross 0 Maonaile
FIR IONRID EIMHIN COURTNEY SEANIE MALONE | FIR IONARID GARETH DILLON ROSS MUNNELLY
: ' is 1 losaif Sraid Na Cathrach I Portiaoise Arles 56
16. Cill de Roiste 20. Darbhéldémlug.m 24. Sedn O Muireasa : 16. Eoghan Mac Eochaidh 20. Ambrés 6 Deordin 24, Seamu:éan
KILLIAN ROCHE DAVID EGAN JAC]( MORRISSEY EOGHAN KEOGH AMBROSE DORAN JAMES FINN
Cuar &n Chléir 1 Mountmellick Graiguetullen T
17. Daire 0 Buachdin 21, Sedn 0 hAodha 25. Darrende Nugf. 17. Séamus O Ceallaigh 21. Pol Mac Clochaire 25. Brian ﬂ Ddlaigh
DARRAGH BOHANNON JOHN HAYES DARREN NAGLE JAMES KELLY PAUL KINGSTON BRIAN DALY
Gael Na Sionna Cill Ruis Seamrdg ios Ceannuir Arjes-b Barrowhouse
18. Eoghan 0 Coiledin 22, Ciardn 0 Maoileoin 26. Gearéid O Briain 18, Ciaran l'.mgMers 22. Niall ﬁ Danachair 26. Caocimhin O Maonaigh
‘ EQGHAN COLLINS KIERAN MALONE GEARQID O'BRIEN KIERAN LILLIS NIALL DONOHER KEVIN MEANEY
| Bs thal Ec Ma A Cill Ruis S rég Portlaoise Courtwaod £ se
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2016; Robbie Smyth of Longford shoots to
score his side’s second goal during the GAA
- Foatball All-ireland Senior Championship

e trick with the All-ireland
Qualifiers is to get over the
initial hump — after that it's

easier to convince yourself you
have momentum again.

But beware! The first match
you play in the qualifiers tests
you like no other.

You're there essentially
because you've failed, and the
human psyche deesn’t always
deal well with failure.

The bould Winston Churchill
once said: ‘Failure is not fatal:
itis the courage to continue
that counts’, but he never had
to pick himself up after being
knocked out of a provincial
championship.

No matter the status of a
county, they go into their
provincial campaign thinking
they can win it, or at least go
farin it. So, when they fall at an
early hurdle and are forced to
reset their goals, the necessary

recalibration isn’t as simple as
pressing a few buttons.

Negative emotions like regret
and anger have to be flushed
from the system sharpish, and
you have to convince yourself
all overagain that there’s
something worth fighting for.

Itisn’t easy to believe you
can scale the mountains
required to win an All-Ireland
title when you're viewing
that distant peak from the
foothills of the early rounds
of an All-Ireland Qualifier.

Perhaps you’re better off if
you never thought that was an
achievable destination in the
first place.

IFyou're just focused on
enjoying the view foras long
as it lasts rather than getting
yourselfin a funk about how
high you now have to hike.
Longford are a consistent
example of just how important

By John Harrington, GAA.ie

a positive mental attitude is
when it comes to the qualifiers.
That’s seen them pull off some
high-profile shocks, most
notably last year when they
knocked out Monaghan.

They were very poor when
beaten by Laois in the
Leinster Championship this
year, but they didn’t wallow
in self-pity afterwards.

Instead, as is consistently their
trait, they picked themselves
up, dusted themselves down,
and played a brand of no-fear
attacking football that earned
them a highly impressive
victory over Louth in Round 1A
of the qualifiers.

No-one is giving them much
of a hope going up to play
Donegal in Ballybofey today,
but you can take it as read
they're going to throw the
kitchen sink and whatever
crockeryisin it at the Ulster
side today.

Round 28 match v Monaghan.

Longford manager Denis
Connerton claimed this week
that his players are going out to
play with a smile on their faces,
but how about Donegal?

It’s hard to believe the frowns
that creased their faces after
the drubbing Tyrone handed
out to them in the Ulster semi-
final have faded just yet.

They should win the match if
they play anything like their
full ability, but if they're still
in a funk and feeling sorry for
themselves, then it could be a
long afternoon.

The same goes for Mayo and
Meath who are warm favourites
to beat Derry and Sligo
respectively, but could find
things trickier than the odds
suggest if they're notin a good
place mentally.

Much like Longford, both Derry
and Sligo have a tradition of
finding their best form in the
All-Ireland Qualifiers, and they’ll
have a bounce in their step after
winning their first-round matches.

The great American
basketball coach John
Wooden once said that
“failure isn’t fatal, but Failure
to change might be.”

That's a piece of wisdom that
both Mayo and Meath would
dowell to take on board

as they try to reboot their
championship campaigns.

Mayo manager Stephen
Rochford is starting to earn
a reputation for making big
selection calls that end up
back-firing, and the first step
forward for the Connacht
side must surely be getting
their best XV on the pitch
and keeping it there for as
long as possible.

That surely means including
Aidan O’'Shea and Colm
Boyle from the start, and not
taking off a player like Andy
Moran just after he's scored
ascreamer of a point.

Defeat to Galway was a
sore one because il seemed
to confirm a changing of

the guard in Connacht, but
resilience is something you
could never accuse Mayo
footballers of lacking so

we’'ll have to assume they've
already emotionally processed
the disappointment.

As for Meath, the defensive
naivety that has been exposed
so often this yearsimply has to
be addressed by their manager
Andy McEntee, even ifthat
means a tactical change that
goes against his instincts for
playing front-foot football.

All of which leaves today’s
fourth and final Round 2A
qualifier between Clare and
Laois.

The Banner County are
coming in off a defeat, but the
fact that it was against Kerry
and they put up a good show
means they should still be in a
good place mentally.

And that’s what counts

for most when it comes to
proving yourself all over again
in the All-Ireland Qualifiers.
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ROGHNOIRT: Damian Bartun (Bainisteoir),
Brian Mag Eochain, Aodh Mac Craith

OFFICIAL
SPONSORS

H eEm

ROGHNOIRT: Stephen Rochford (Bainisteoir),
Tony McEntee, Donie Buckley, Peter Burke

Naill O Fhinin
NlALL KEENAN

iliach

Ciardn Mac Phadil
CIARAN McFAUL

ediil

An S

Rian Mac Giolla Mhaoil
RYAN BELL

Dénall Talin
DANNY TALLON

Beircheart Mac Fhionnlais
BEN McKINLESS

Haite An Daire

Breanddn Mac Ruairi
BRENDAN ROGERS

Sleacht Neil

Criostéir Mac Thaidhg
CHRISTOPHER McKAIGUE

b heil

Slea

Keariill Mac Thaidhg
KARL McKAIGUE

Sleacht Neil

Cearll Mac Uilliam
CARLUS McWILLIAMS

Conchiir Mac an Tiompanaigh Dénall O hEimhrin
CONOR McATAMNEY DAN NY HEAVRON
reach Macha

STE

Niaill O Lochlain
NIALL LOUGHLIN
An Grianloch

Eiméid Mag Eochain
'8 EMMETT McGUCKIN

Machaire Fiolta

19. Conchiir Mac Cndimhin
FIR IONAID CONOR NEVIN
Baile An Doire

16.

17.

18.

Séamas O Caoilte
JAMES KIELT

Cil Riabach

Michedl Mac Fhiobhui
MICHAEL McEVOY

lachaire ta
Seén Mag Uiginn
SHANE McGUIGAN

Sleacht Neil
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20. Marcas O Loingsigh
MARK LYNCH
Beannchar

21. Néill Fuireastar
NEIL FORRESTER

22, Conchir 0 Dochartmgh
CONOR DOHERTY

Eanna O Loinn (C.)
ENDA LYNN
An Grianloch

Breanddn Mac Giolla Cheardin
BEN NY H ERO N

Bai

23. Oisin Duffin
OISIN DUFFIN

An Doire

24. Car;churMnc Gruagdin
CONOR McGROGAN
Droichead Mua

25. Gabhdn 6 Néill
GAVIN O'NEILL

Breandan 0 Hearchai
BRENDAN HARRISON

Aahamare
Aghamore

Coilm O Baoill
COLM BOYLE

Davitts

Daithi O Cléirigh
DAVID CLARKE

Al
Houl

Geardid MacEafarcaigh
GER CAFFERI(EY

Ballina St

Laoi Mac Aogdin
LEE KEEGAN

Westport

Criostéir Bardid
(8 CHRISBARRETT

Belmullat

Pddraig 0 Dhuarcdin
PATRiCK DURCAN
Ca titchels

Sé’amus 056 Tomads Mac an Phearstiin
8 SEAMUS O’SHEA TOM PARSONS

E Py

Fearghal O Beolldin
FERGAL BOLAND
Aghamore

Caoimhin Mac Laughlainn
KEVIN MCLOUGHLIN

FIR IONAID

16. Riobeard O hlonnaile

ROBERT HENNELLY

17. Cﬂnh:m Mac Conchradha
CAOLAN CROWE
3ATFYMOre
18. Donal O Beachain

DONAL VAUGHAN

Diarmuid O Choncuir
DIARMUID Q’CONNOR

Ballintubber

Cillian O Choncuir (C.)
CILLIAN O'CONNOCR

Ballintubber

19. Daithi Drach
DAVID DRAKE
Ballaghaderreen

20. Sedn Mac An Fhailghigh
SHANE NALLY
Garrymaore

21. lasdn Dochartaigh
JASON DOHERTY
Burrishoole

22. Aodhdn 0 5é
AIDAN O'SHEA
Breaffy

m;
AlB

Stiofain O Cadhdin
STEPHEN COEN

Hollymount/Carramore

Aindriii O Mordin
AN DY MORAN

aitaghaderreen

23. Dénall O Ciarba
DAN NY KI RBY

tchels

24. EJ'mhmORélgm
EVAN REGAN
Bailina Stephe

25. Conchiir O Lachtndin
CONOR LOFTUS
Crossmolina

26. Ailéin Dioliin

ALAN DILLON

Balii
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LAST 10
QUALIFIER MATCHES

DERRY

2013 Derry - Down
Cavan = Derry
2014 Longford ~ Derry
2015  Derry = Wexford
Galway = Derry
2016 Derry = Louth
Derry = Meath
Derry - Cavan
Tipperary = Derry
Derry = Waterford

MAYO

2002 Mayo : Tipperary

2003 Fermanagh 0-12 Mayo

2005 Mayo Cavan

2007 Mayo -19 Cavan
Derry = Mayo

2008 Tyrone Mayo

2010 Longford < Mayo

2016 Mayo - Fermanagh
Mayo = Kildare
Mayo -15 Westmeath

DERRY 2-13 MAYO 1-6

Date: July 14 2007

Stage: All-Ireland Championship Round 2
Venue: Celtic Park, Derry

Referee: D Coldrick (Meath)

Half-time score: Derry 0-8 Mayo 1-3

Subs- M Lynch, R Wilkinson, Patsy Bradley, G Donaghy, P O'Hea

Derry scorers: P Bradley 0-5, E Muldoon 1-1, C Devlin 1-1,
C Gilligan 0-3, ] Conway 0-1, B McGoldrick 0-1, R Wilkinson 0-1.

D Clarke

Subs - A Kilcoyne, A Campbell, K O’Neill, P Gardiner,

C McDenald, R McGarrity

Mayo scorers: B Moran 1-2, P Hanley 0-1, C Mortimer 0-1,
A Maran 0-1, A Kilcoyne 0-1.

| AN REITEOIR
| Maurice Deegan (Laois)

The Stradbaily native has already refereed a champmnshtp match Featurmg
Derry this season as the 0'Maore County whistle-blower was in charge of the Oak
Leaf’s Ulster quarter-final against Tyrone at Celtic Park five weeks ago. Deegan
| is also familiar with Mayo as he was the man-in-the-middie last October for the
| All-lreland final replay against Dublin, His last assignment at MacHale Park was
n February 2013 when Mayo hosted Tyrone in the Allianz League. Maurice was
 assigned three fixtures in that competition this season while he was also in the top
© officiating role For the AIB Club final at Croke Park.
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ROGHNOIRI: Andy McEntee (Bainisteoir),
Donal Curtis, Finian Murtagh, Cormac Sullivan, Gerry McEntee

m OFFICIAL
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ROGHNOIRT: Niall Carew (Bainisteoir),
MNoel McGuire, Keith Carty

SLIBEACH

Michaedl de Burca
MICKEY BURKE

‘ Pddraig O hEarndin
PAURIC HARNAN

Séamus 0 Tuachair
11} JAMES TOHER

nm

Graham 0 Raghalaigh (C.)
GRAHAM REILLY

16. Seosamh O Siridedin
JOE SHERIDAN
17. Séamus Mac on tSaoi

JAMES McENTEE

4 18. Briain de Paor

BRIAN POWER
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Pddraig O Ruairc
PADDY O’'ROURKE

Conchir Mac Giolla
CONOR McGILL

Ratoath

Dénall Mac Eochagdin
DONAL KEOGAN

Rénan Seoin

Briain O Mantdin
BRYAN MENTON RONAN JONES

Cillian 0 Siilleabhdin
CILLIAN O’SULLIVAN

Sedn Toibin
SEAN TOBIN

19. Ailén Mac Dighlais
ALAN DOUGLAS

Trim

20. Briain O Conalldin
BRIAN CONLON

Simonstown Gaels

21. Tomds O Raghalaigh
THOMAS O'REILLY

A ’
3

22, CmndBr.icIJ;‘f‘l
CIAN O'BRIEN

Dépnacha Téibin
DONNACHA TOBIN

Hackian Lagls

Sedn Mac on tSaoi
SHANE McENTEE
St Pete

2’5~k

Ruairi O Coiledin
RUAIRT O COILEAIN

Dénall O Loingeachdin
DONAL LENIHAN

s-Dunboyne

23. Eamann de Bhailis
EAMON WALLACE

Batoath
24. Caoimhin Rosch
KEVIN ROSS
25. Adam O Flannagdin
ADAM FLANAGAN
26. Michéal Nuaman
MICHAEL NEWMAN

i Rossa O Donabhdin
i ROSS DONAVAN

Clarsigh an Gi

Aodhdn O Dubhdnaigh
AIDAN DEVANEY

£a

Caoimhin Mac Dénaill
KEVIN McDONNELL

Searlas O hEarcai
CHARLIE HARRISON

Maomh Eoin

| Caoldin Mac Amhlaigh Brenddin Mac Aogain Sedn O Ceallaigh
| IKEELAN CAWLEY BRENDAN EGAN JOHN KELLY
Gl lrra-leathros Maomh Uinsean Tuas ¥
Adrian Mac an tSaoir Pddraig O Conchubhair
ADRIAN McINTYRE PATRICK O’CONNOR

Néil Mac Eoghain (C.)

Tm NEIL EWING

Stiofdin O Cadhain
STEPHEN COEN

Shuile Mac Amhlai
KYLE CAWLEY

Naomh Muire

Pddraig O hAodha
1B PAT HUGHES

19. Nollaig O Gachdin

& FIRIONRID ‘ NOEL GAUGHAN

16. Dénal Mac Eafarcaidh
DANIEL CAFFERKEY

aly Fheaddl

20. Geara'id.f) Ceal.lnigh-l.oinsigh
GERARD O'KELLY-LYNCH

Maomh Muir

17. Marcus Mac an Breithitiaigh 21, Criostéir O Daibhi

MARK BREHENY
18,  Stiofdin Mac Einri

STEPHEN HENRY

Gistreain

CHRISTOPHER DAVEY

22. Daithi O Ceallaigh
DAVID KELLY

Nial O Murchti
NIALL MURPHY

Aidrian O Mearndin
ADRIAN MARREN

23.
24.
25.

26.

|

Domhnail 0 Miadhaigh
DANIEL MAYE
‘B;J'VMKMﬂ'Ac;logaF:l

BRIAN EGAN

S;rufnu:; Mac Gl'.o.lfa Mhdrtain
STEPHEN GILMARTIN

Parrach 0 Coimin

DARRAGH CUMMINS
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LAST 10
QUALIFIER MATCHES

 MEATH

Meath
Meath
Meath
Meath
Kildare
Laois

. Tyrone
Armagh
Tyrone
Derry

Roscommon 0-11
Limericle

Louth

Galway

Meath

Meath

Meath

Meath

Meath

Meath

N O L= N

'Volvo's range of H-Series Wheel
Loaders now available

Pat O'Donnell & Co., agent for the complete range of Volvo Construction Equipment since
1970, has recently added the following new product ranges:

S e

SLIGO

2011 Wicklow Sligo
2012 Kildare Sligo
2013 Derry Sligo
2014  Sligo Wicklow
Sligo Limerick
Cork Sligo
2015 Tyrone Sligo
2016  Sligo Leitrim

SENNEBOGEN THWAITES

Pat O'Donnell & Co. also continues to supply Volvo Penta Marine Leisure
and Commercial and Rammer Hammers.

24 HOURS, 364 DAYS A YEAR FOR 47YEARS (B .

Pat 0’Donnell
& wl

HEAD OFFICE CORK GALWAY PORTADOWN _
California Heights, Sallybrook, Glanmire Cammore West, Seagoe Industrial Area Cl.are ) SIIQC{
Chapelizod D20 YH76 Co Cork T45 H776 Oranmore, Co. Galway Portadown, Co. Armagh, 2017 Sligo Antrim
Tel: 01 6161000 Tel: 021 4821288 HS1 FWF6 BT635QE

Tel: 091 790 722 Tel: 028 3833 7222

VOLVO > VOLVO PENTA > RAMMER > SENNEBOGEN > AVANT > THWAITES > WWW.PATODONNELL.CO.I\-‘
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ﬁ%ﬁ? ﬁ‘g a&?“ {g}? ggﬁg&@ ﬁéhgg —Dl(eoan — Menton _ch
Date: March 16 2013  EHarrington @ DDalton |
Stage: Allianz League Round 5 m

Venue: Péirc Tailteann, Navan

ONEILLS \_?E; / ' Referee: B Cassidy (Derry)
o HalF-time score: Sligo 2-9 Meath 1-5
RS e () ' =
m “E ‘:-%‘ i
Subs - G Reilly, C Gillespie, P Gilsenan, B Farrell, ] Sheridan

Meath scorers: M Newman 0-8, C Lenehan 0-3, S Bray 1-0,
B Meade 0-1, D Larkin 0-1, E Wallace 0-1, G Reilly 0-1,
) Sheridan 0-1, P Gilsenan 0-1.

| CHarrison [ Martyn

Subs - ] Clarke, ] Kelly, N Murphy

Sligo scorers: A Marren 1-5, M Breheny 0-3, 5 McManus 1-0,
A Mclintyre 0-2, K Cawley 0-1, P Hughes 0-1.

FROUD SUPRPORTERS
- OF SLIGO GAA

AN REITEOIR

Wishing Sligo well in their 2017 campaign

www.abbvie.ie/careers

PEOPLE. PASSION. POSSIBILITIES. - .. IRECOR170133



CCFE
... the bridge to YOUR future

B CASTLEBAR COLLEGE g
B OF FURTHER EDUCATION .

UpSkill ReSkili Get Skilled

School Leavers & Adult Learners
Third Level & Employment Opportunities

1year - Full-time - QQI wreaci level 58 6

~ APPLYNOW

For September 2017 Courses -

Department of [T/Computing & Design
Computer Systems & Networks with Mobile
Technologies (L5}

Software Development with Cloud Computing (L5}
Gaming, Animation and Motion Graphics (L5)
Computer Systems and Networks (L6) *New

Department of Business & Administration Department of Healthcare Studies

Office Technology Training (L5 Nursing Studies (L5}

Office Administration (L5} Healthcare Support with Care of the Older Person (15}
Medical and Legal Secretarial (L5) Healthcare Supervisory Management (L6} *New
Business Administration (L5) Department of Social Studies & Early Childhood
Advanced Certificate in Business (L6) Care & Education

Retail Skills and Merchandising (L5) *New Applied Social Studles with Psychology (L5 Department of Sport *New

Business Studies with Software Application (L5)  Early Childhood Care and Education (L5} Sports Studies (L5 : Levels {15} |

Department of Music Disability Studles in Eatly Childhood Care and Education (15) it

Music with Audition Preparation (L5) Earty Childhood Care and Education (L6} ’
= eth b

& dosc i s O
N i s L.

Newtown, Castlebar, Co. Mayo o 094 90 23134 @ admin@ccfe.ie ‘:.T:'//)\

Finduson £ & www.ccfe.ie APPLY NOW FOR SEPTEMBER COURSES

S 2

A, LWESTPORT COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION

PAID Colaiste Breisvideachais Cathair na Mart
EUROPEAN
PLACEMENTS
AVAILABLE

Courses in Agriculture, Hairdressing, Beauty, Art, Film and
TV, Photography, Mctor Technology, Horticulture, Healthcare,
Office Admin, Tourism with Business, Animal Care.

" APPLY ONLINE
NOW AT

‘0. MayoR EmailaadminGy

~ Westport College of Further Education T: 098 50800

www.westporicfe.ie

POLICSIS

f www.facebook.com/westportch

¥ www.iwitter.com/westportcfe = www.westporicfe.ie |

i BAA members and'supporters can now enjoy rewards

* (BAA merchandise & Croke Park tours), special offers
_(Iord Gais Energy & eir) and earn points for going to
gaimes with the grma programme.

. I8 start benefiting, register now at gaa.ie/grma

‘g0 fmi)h matgh ag%t
you’ve earned it
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FootballChampionship

Ulster Championship

Championship 2017

First Round

Sat, May 20 Monaghann 120 Il Fermanagh Clones:
Quarter-finals
Sun, May 21 Donegal 319 +0 Antrim Ballybofey
Tyrone 022 0] Derry Derry
Bown 015 2-7 Armagh Newry
Monaghan 115 0-15 Cavan Breffni Park
Tyronel2l 112 Ponegal Clones
Down 114 0-15 Monaghan Armagh
Sor. July 16 Tyrone v Down Clones, 2pm
LS PO DR
All-Ireland qualifiers
Round 1A
Sat, June 17 perry 7 013 Waterford Dungarvan
tongford 215 10 Lasis Armagh
1a0iks 216 310 Wicklow Aughrim
siige 022 37 Anirim Sligo
3t June 24 Limerick O-11 0-12 Wexford Limerick
June 2% Armagh 020 0-11 Fermanagh Armagh
1. June 25 iondon 012 0-13 Carlow Ruislip
June 25 Offaly 016 0-17 Cavan Tullamore
Round 2A
Sat, July | Meath 014 1-98ligo Navan
Sat July 1 ayo 221 13 Derry Castiebar
Sat, July | Donegal 012  0-7 Longlord Ballyboffey
Sat, duly 1 Clare 218 0-14 Laois Portiavise
Round 2B
L July 8 Westmeath v Armagh Mullingar, 7pm
july 8 Wexford v Monaghan Wexford, 3pm
Sat. July 8 Carlow v Leltrim Carlow, 3pm
Sat, July 8 Lavan v Tipperary Cavan, 2pm
Round 3A Meath v Donceal
Sat,Jut 8 flare v Mayo
Round 38 Involves four teams— winners from Round 2B.
Sat, July 15
ROUND 7 matches. Involves four teams beaten in provincial finals
FOUR and four winners from Round Three. The defeated Munster &

Sat.duly 22 Connacht finalists will play Round 3A winner, with losing
%CI- July 28 & | einster & Ulster finalists playing Round 38 winner. Where
Sun July 30 feasible, repeat pairings will be avoided.

All-ireland senes

Quarter-finals

ulvI830 Connacht winner v Round 4A winner Venue TBA

. 3577 Munster winner v Round 3A winner Venue TBA
g5 Jeinuier winner v Round 4B winner Venue TBA

Sat. Aug 5 Ulster winner v Round 2B winner Venue TBA

Semi-finals

Sun, Aug 20 ¢onnachy/QF v Munster/G-F Croke Park

Sun. Aug 27 Ulster;-F v Leinster/Q-F Croke Park

Final

Sun Sep 17 Ceqifinall v Semifinai 2 Croke Park

Alldeeland &

¢ gualifier Round 2A

Indiscipline costs Longford
against misfiring Donegal

Longford will look back on this

game with regrets. They had 16  gr

wides and lost their entire half
forward line to black and red
cards as Donegal stumbled
over the line to victory in Mac-
Cumbhaill Park in Ballybofey.

When James McGivney saw
black and red in the 48th min-
ute, Longford were level at 0-5
apiece and really should have
been three or four points to the
good.

“The massive turning peint
inthat game forus was the send-
ing off of James McGivney,”
Longford manager Denis Con-
nerton said afterwards. “It was
a game that, I thought, was
played in very good spirit. I felt
for us to get three black cards,
and one of them to end up with
a red was very, very difficult for
us.”

Outscore

Donegal went on to outscore
Longford 0-6 to 0-2 in the 25
minutes that were played after
the sending off, but looked far
from convincing. Apart from
Patrick McBreartythey were be-
reft of any sting in attack and
ended up bringing experienced
players off the bench to get
them over the line.

One of those was Martin
McElhinney, who came in be-
fore haiftime to hit two good
points, but they mostly relied
on McBrearty and Michael Mur-
phy from placed balls.

“It was a very flat perfor-

= Donegal
manager Rory
Gallagher:

- “ltwasa

very flat .
performance.”

mance,” Rory Gallagher said af-
terwards. “Longford obviously
made it difficult but we did not
do enough to break them down
and missed too many chances.

“We are in the hat for next
week and that is where we want-
ed to be. We would have loved
to have played better, but at the
end of the day we won and that
is the most important thing, we
edged itout.

Worstgames

“It is not easy. Longford have
good pedigree in the qualifiers;
we knew, they were well
flagged.”

The first half was one of the
worst games of football seen at
the venue for a long time. Long-
ford led 0-4 to 0-3 a1 the break
with Martin McElhinney get-
ting the only point from play.

Indeed, there were 50 min-
utes on the clock before Long-
ford got one of their two scores
from play, corner back Diar-
muid Masterson coming for-
ward to show the way.

The quality of the fare on dis-
play did improve a little after
the break but by the end both
sides had amassed 16 wides
each.

There were few lasting mem-
ories for the impressive attend-
ance apart from one point from
Jamie Brennan in the 58th min-
ute, which saw good approach
work by McElhinney, Murphy
and Kart Lacey.

Longford had probably the
only goal chance of the game in
the opening half but Robbie
Smyth’s effort to flick over his
head went just the wrong side
of the post.

On the evidence of this game
Donegal have not got over their
Ulster semi-final exit to Tyrone
and will need huge improve-
ment if they are to stay in the
championship beyond next
weekend.

DONEGAL:MAMcGinley PMcGrath.N
McGee, CWard;E McHugh (0-1).R McHugh.E
BénGallagher, J McGee,MMurphy (0-3,
three frees).C Thompsor, F McGiynn M
Carrol;MQ'Reilly, P McBrearty (0-5, four
frees).MLangan. Subs: MMcElhinney -2
for Carroll (26 mins); HMcFadden for JMcGee
{48mins);J Brennan{(0-1) for O Reitly 152
imins) MMeHughfor MeGlynn (54 mins; K
Lacey forkangan {57 munsi:Plirennan for € Bar
Gallagher(BS mins).
LONGFORD: P Collum: DMasterson (0-1) ©
McCormack BGilleran, D McEliigott MQuins D
RaynoldsiJ Keegan DMcGivney (0-3, three
frees):D Mimnagh.J McGivney, DGallagher R
Smyth (0-3, two frees).i Connerton B
McKean. Subs: C Berry for Minnagh(26mine
blackcard), Larry Moran for Galiaghe [y
tlackcardy; A Farrell for McKeon(B6 mins]
MicEntirefor DMcGivney (B8 mins); J Kelly for
Connerton(73mirs).

Referee:P Hughes (Armaghj




