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Round 6

DUN NA NGALL |

Dé Domhnaigh, 294 Marta 2015 - 3. 00i. n.,' |
i Pairc Sheain Mhic Cumhaill, Bealach Féich

Referee: Joe McQuillan - An Cabhan
Stand By: Marty McNally - Monaghan
Linesman: Liam Devenny - Mayo
Sideline: Anthony Campbell - Derry

Clar Offigiuil: €3.00
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CHAIRMAN’S WELCOM

Ar son Bord na Condae CLG Dhun na nGall, ba mhaith liom e
failte a chur romhaibh go 1éir anseo inniu go Pairc Sheain Mhic '
Cumhaill.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you here this afternoon
to Mac Cumbhaill Park, Ballybofey for this our sixth game of the
2015 Allianz National Football League. | also extend a warm
welcome to the Tyrone panel of players, management, officials
and supporters.

On behalf of Bord na Condae, | would like to take this
opportunity to highlight our first-ever Donegal G.A.A. Health &
Wellbeing Conference that takes place in Jackson’s Hotel,
Ballybofey on Wednesday April 15th at 7.00pm. This is a free
event for our club & county players, coaches, managers,
referees and club officers but is open to anyone invalved in
Gaelic Games or indeed any sport. Registration is from 6.00pm
so please come along for this very exciting event in our calendar for this year.

Finally, | hope that you enjoy today’s encounter and may the best team win.

Té suil agam go mbainfidh sibh taitneamh as an chluiche agus go mbeidh turas slan sabhailte
ag lucht leantina Thir Eoghain agus Dhdn na nGall agus iad ag pilleadh na bhaile.

{s mise le meas,
Sean O Duinnin,
Cathaoirleach.

This Weekend Matches Easter Weekend Matches
Donegal' ' v Tyrone} Allianz @ Mayo Ly Donegal
Dublin v Derry LEE«E(JES Tyrone v Kerry
Kerry + v Monaghan ‘- God Monaghan v Dublin
(icir‘[f v May‘o? Derry v Cork

LEAGUE TABLE

Allianz FL1 P W D I<

-.Cork 5 4 0 1 14 8
Mayo b 3 0 2 4 6
Monaghan b 3 0 2 0 6
Kerry 5 3 0 2 &7 6
Dublin 5 2 1 2 15 5
Donegal 5 2 0 3 -2 4
Tyrone B 1 2 2 -4 4
Derry 5 0 1 4 - 20 1

Donegal footballer Neil Gallagher, left, and Tyrone footballer Aidan McCrory pose for a

m portrait at an Allianz GAA Regional Media Day. Donegal Castle, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal.
ot s Picture credit: Ramsey Cardy / SPORTSFILE
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'l Ambhran na bhfiann )

Sinne fiann a fail,
At faoi gheall ag Eireann,
Bufonn dér slua
Thar toinn do rdinig chughhainn
Fé mhoéid bheith saor,
Sean-tir 4r sinsear feasta

Al]ianz@
LEAGUES - l
S B Tean

Proud f;’ 5uTTor+Mj
communities
through football
for over two
déaad&s_ ' Le gean ar Ghael chun bais nd saoil

Ni fhagfar faoin tioran nd faoin traill.
Anocht a thedm sa bhearna baoil

Le gunna scréach faoi ldmhach na bpiléar
Seo libh canaigh amhrdn na bhtiann.

Sung by
Eibhlin Mc Gonigle CLG Iorras,

\\\ 2015 Scor Sinsir Dhiin na nGall winner. /
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Ol. All persons entering this ground are admitted only
subject to the following Ground Regulations and to
the Rules and regulations of Cumann Luthchcleas
Gael. Entry to the ground shall be deemed to
constitute unqualified acceptance of all these
Rules and Regulations.

02. Fireworif.s, smoke canisters, gas- horns, bottles,
glasses, cans, flags, banners, poles and other
similar articles or containers, including anything
which could or might be used as a weapon, are
not permitted within the ground and any person in
found to be in possession of such an article or

. container may be refused entry or ejected from the
ground !

03. The consumption of alcohol is not permitted within
the ground and spectators are not permitted to
bring alcohol into the ground.

04. The unauthorized climbing of any structure, walls
or buildings in this ground strictly forbidden.

05 Unnecessary noise from the use of radio sets,
gas-horns and behavior likely to cause confusion
or nuisance of any kind, including foul or abusive
language, is not permitted in any part ot1he
ground.

06. Under no circumstances Is it permitted to throw
any object the pitch.

07. Unauthorised persons are not permitted to enter
upon the field of play,

08. Any person who fails to comply with the
instruction from a Garda or Steward may be
ejected from the ground.

09. In general, the right of admission is reserved to the
Ground Management.

10. The Ground Management reserves the right to
refuse admission to or eject any person who
refuses to be searched by a member of the Garda
Siochana.

11 Any person who remains in or obstructs a gangway

or circulation area may be ejected from the ground.

12. The Ground Management reserve the right for it's
servants or agents to remove from the ground any
person who does not comply with the Ground
Regulations or whose presence In the ground
could reasonably be construed as constituting a
source of danger, nuisance or annoyance to other
spectators.

13. All persons in the grounds are reminded of their
obligation under Section 18(3) of the Fire Services
Act 1981 to ensure that their behaviour does not
present a danger frem fire to anyone using the
grounds.
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= THE COMMUNITY", ' I COACH | RAVEL TU 1 “A National Flag is the most sacred thing a nation can possess”
“, SINCE 1951 i '

i\

Thomas Francis Meagher

ALL AWAY GAMES

_ The Thomas F Meagher Foundation was Many national flags consist of symbols
FOH 21 5 SEAS O N established in 2014 to promote pride in and representing their country's vision. So too does
- ‘ SR respect for the Irish Flag and its meaning for the Irish Tricolour — and the message of the
= 1 peace, encouraging active citizenship through central white panel is perhaps even more relevant

Tel 074 913 3333 - schools, awards and scholarships. in our multicultural society than ever before,

where our national desire for peace, harmony

M(}b. 087 241 4714 | The Foundation hopes that any secondary school and mutual respect now extends far beyond the
that wishes to take part will be presented with an division between Catholic and Protestant to
: : o : Irish flag that has flown from 33 The Mall, where people of all Faiths and none.
www.marley.]e - : Thomas F Meagher flew the very first Tricolour.

| am proud to be a part of the Foundation's work,
Flag week 2016 will take place from March 10-17 and linvite all to share in achieving its purpose.
next year where we will be inviting all schools

info@marleytravel.ie

Best Wishes to Rory and the Donegal Team . ' to take part and raise our flag while alsc raising Reverend Michael Cavanagh
: _ . funds forworthy causes. (Church of Ireland) Kenmare and Dromod Union
Thomas F Meagher said that “A National Flag is Chair,
the most sacred thing a nation can possess.” Thomas F Meagher Foundation

Schools’ Flag Week 10th - 17th March, 2016

McCools
- Sawmills Ltd

Stranorlar
Tel: 074 91 31293

Wide range of rough and machined timber

Timber for:
Sheep Slats - Calf Slats - Lamb Hurdles

Specialists in pressure
treated fencing timber

Wishing the Donegal 'Team BWIV success in 20.“15 |



Best of luck to Rory and the lads
from Charlie and team and
Kavanaghs SuperValu Ballybofey!!

Your number | ticket selling agent
in Donegal!

Ravanagh's, Navenny Street, Ballybofey

SuperValu

Real Food, Real People

0'Reilly now established in first XV

WHEN Donegal ended a 19-year famine to
win the Ulster SFC in 2011, Donegal folk
across the globe unleashed celebrations that
had been pent up since 1992,

In Grand Canaria, a group from the Twin
Towns were in jubilation, the first time in their
lives they'd seen a Donegal captain hoist
aloft the Anglo-Celt. Martin O'Reilly couldn't
help but wander his mind.

The previous year, his brother, Steven, was a
member of the Donegal Under-21 panel that had won
Ulster and came within a crossbar’s width of winning
an All-Ireland.

When Dermot Molloy’s late goal sank Tyrone in the
2011 Ulster semi-final, Martin O'Reilly was perched in
the Gerry Arthur's Stand, the sweat beads still trickling
down his face from an energy-sapping afternoon.

The Sean MacCumbhaills man played for the Under-
21s in the Ulster Under-21 Hurling Shield final. That
curtain-raiser went to extra-time, meaning the football
semi-final was delayed for some time.

O'Reilly had a provincial medal in his pocket that day
in 2011 as Donegal prevailed to win in the extra
period.

A year later, O'Reilly was on the Donegal senior
football panel that retained the Ulster SFC title. It was
in the autum of 2011 that Jim McGuinness’s number
first flashed up on the Ballybofey man’s phone.

Donegal were taking on Crossmaglen to mar
the opening of a pitch in Castlederg. The county i
final was on later that day and o
O’Reilly was one of those called g
to arms.

"Jim rang me up and | couldn't 9
really believe it," O'Reilly later’§
recalled. "

"l just wanted to get playing with
the under 21s that year. | was only out of the
minors, so | thought that was the realistic 4
thing.

"All | was preparing for was the under
21s; next thing | know is I'm on the bu
with the senior team.

"Even getting the word that | was being
called in to train with the team. That was
just an amazing call to get."

McGuinness was taken by O'Reilly’s
energy, his work-rate and his/
willingness to learn: All the
hallmarks that he'd asked for from
his players.

Against Cavan in a McKenn
Cup game at Breffni Park,

Martin O’Reilly

Pic: Sports File

by Chris McNulty, Donegal News

O'Reilly’s star was born. But for injury and
ailment in 2012, he could well have been
involved in some of Donegal’s bigger days.

McGuinness said in early 2012: He said:
“Marty is a busy player who has been about
the squad for a while. He's been unlucky with
injuries but had a wee run. He knuckled down
before Christmas and is doing well.”

Even graduating to the senior team at
MacCumhallls was a big deal for O'Reilly, whose
father, Terry, is the club chairman.

C'Rellly remembers 2004 vividly; standing on the
terrace next to the press box and watching men like
Seamus McGinty, Joe Dunnion, Shane Duffy and
Andrew Bonner contest a Donegal SFC final for
MacCumhaills. He recalls being in school, making
banners and good luck signs, something which he's
now the subject for himself.

"I looked up to those boys," he says.

"I remember in school we were making banners and
posters for the boys - now I'm playing with them!"

One Wednesday night in 2012, he had the honour of
carrying Sam Maguire inte Ballybofey. Having played
championship football for Donegal, he became the
first man from his club to do so since Shane Bradley
was given a Championship jersey by Declan Bonner in

the late 90s.

1 He still pinches himself when he thinks of
winning Ulster and All-Ireland medals in his
first year on the panel.
It’'s only now, under new manager Rory
Gallagher, that he’s got a clean run at it
- and he’s firmly established himself
as a member of Donegal’s first XV.
Home soil beckons again today and
for Martin O’Reilly there’s a burning
desire to walk out of MacCumhaill

Park’s tunnel as part of the team that

takes to battle against Tyrone in May

when the Red Hands visit for the

Ulster Championship clash.

He said recently: “I'm fortunate, but
I'm just trying to do the best | can in
training and in games. “I'll keep training
hard. Rory (Gallagher), Jack (Cooney)
and Gary (McDaid) are great for the

advice. They’re constantly trying to

get you to go the extra mile.
“They give us a lot of confidence.
“If we can put in the performances,
the results will look after themselves.

We're striving to be the best that we

can be.”




Gallagher not worried about May 17 just yet

By Frank Craig (Donegal Post)

Donegal manager Rory Gallagher
is only concerned with valuable
NFL points when his side and
championship foes Tyrone lock
horns at MacCumhaill Park this
afternoon.

Exactly seven weeks out from
their hugely anticipated Ulster
SFC preliminary round clash at
the very same venue; both outfits
are in desperate need of a victory
to alleviate relegation fears.

Locked on four points apiece, what bearing, if
any, today’s encounter will have come May 17
is anyone’s guess.

“It is what it is,” said
the Tir Chonaill boss
on this afternoon’s
clash with the Red
Hand men. “Right
from the outset it was
always likely to be a
crucial game. With the
exception of Cork,
everyone in  the
division has a hell of a
lot to play for. We're
no different in that
regard.

“We played fairly well
in Kerry but we were

The domestic season got under
way in the county last weekend
and Gallagher and his backrocom
team took in some of the action.
He says that for those on the
fringes, club games represent an
opportunity to impress in a
competitive environment.

He added: “January and February

The start of the club season and

with the time changing, this is the time of year
plavers really look forward to. A number of
those on the fringes performed very well over
the weekend for their clubs so we’re pleased
with that too.

“It’s the time of year

the ground hardens up
and you see a better
standard of game. |
think we saw that in
Kerry. With Tyrone first
up in the
champicnship, it adds
a little spice to
Sunday. But it's
something we're very
much looking forward
to.”

The other plus from
last weekend’s All-

disappointed with the Donegal Manager Rory Gallagher Photo Michael 0'Donnell.  CoUNty League

way the game unfolded and the goals we
gave away. One came back off the post and
the other was from a ball lost in our own back
line.

“But we have to move on now and we’re
looking forward to the challenge of Tyrone on
Sunday.”

openers was that everyone came through
unscathed.

“No one is a worry at this stage,” said
Gallagher. “There are a few boys carrying
minor muscle injuries but we should have
everyone back. We should have a relatively
full hand to pick from.”

are always very tough months. -

Donegal's proud football tradition continues

Donegal may have been a late starter like
Tyrone on the GAA scene, but their passion
for Gaelic football, is equal to any that has
graced the fields of Ulster.

Like Tyrone, they are fiercely competitive on
the field, but off it, the hand of frienship is
never far away.

One of the last to affiliate to the Ulster GAA
Council in 1905, they first competed in the
Ulster senior football championship the
following year. But such was the prominence
of hurling or ‘caman’ in the county that a
football team was hard to field.

Comprising mainly of men from Gweedore,
with contributions from Letterkenny and
Bundoran, it was an inauspicious and humble
start for a county that now draws huge
crowds to the Pale on successive summer
weekends,

1906 was to be their last foray in Ulster until
the revival of the county association in 1919.

More often referred to as Tir Chonaill (with
apologies to Inishowen) in the early decades
of the 20th century, they made their real
breakthrough in the early thirties.

They reached their first Ulster junior final in
1930. Oppenents Cavan, totally dominated
Ulster in those early decades, but a falling out
with the provincial council saw Donegal
awarded the junior title.
A semi final tryst with the Dubs in Belfast,
etched out a valiant draw, before defeat in a
replay.
Back as Ulster champions again in 1933,
Croke Park finally beckoned - the 1933 All
Ireland junior semi final against Cork.
A wonderful day for the large travelling
support, victory over the Rebels saw Donegal
through to their first All Ireland final or ‘home’
final, as it was officially called, but they were
defeated. )

Dr Lagan Cup victors
The senior team breakthrough came in 1952,
when Donegal won the Dr Lagan Cup for the
first time after defeating Armagh in a replay.

By Michael McHugh, Editor, Donegal Post

This was the equivalent of the northern
section of the National Football league.

Armagh went on the following year to the All
Ireland football final and were defeated by
Mayo.

The National Football league semi final of
1952 against Cork marked Donegal’s first
appearance as a senior team in Croke Park.

Back in headquarters in the All Ireland junior
final of 1954, they were defeated by a
typically solid Kerry performance. Two years
later, a long awaited Ulster minor
championship finally bore fruit.

Donegal was beginning to awake
from its slumbers.

The swinging sixties saw Donegal emerge as
a footballing force with victories to match
their undoubted abilities.

Unfortunately they came into contact with a
majestic Down machine that was also
blistering the national stage with their
prowess, becoming the first team from the
North to win All Ireland senicor championships
in 1960, 1961 and 1968.

First Ulster senior final
Amazingly, Donegal’s first appearance in an
Ulster senior final was not until 1963,
reciprocated by a second appearance in
1966, the same day as the England/Germany
World Cup final.

On both occasions, it was the Mourne men
who prevailed and victory remained
frustratingly illusive.

There was more Lagan Cup success with
Donegal appearing in myriad national football
league semi finals in the late sixties, but again
passion was not equated with victory.
Finally, 40 years ago Donegal broke their
provincial duck defeating Tyrone in the Ulster
senior final of 1972.

The year with the two’s was again to play a
significant role when the county won their
first ever All Ireland under 21 title in 1982
against Roscommon.
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Sam’s for the Hills

Fast forward another decade and 1992. Final
day in the old Croke Park, jammed with
64,547 Donegal and Dublin fans. An edgy
semi final victory over Mayo gave
unpredictable soundings.

But Majestic Manus Boyle kicked nine points
and Sam was finally heading for the Hills with
captain Anthony Molloy and his memorable
lines.

There was a hiatus of another two decades,
but the end result was also sweet. It was
three Ulster final wins in four final
appearances, and a 2nd All Ireland title in
2012.

We also remember Kevin Cassidy and that
point against Kildare in the 2011 quarter
finals, the rejuvenated Colm McFadden and
the genius of Michael Murphy's humdinger
goal in the early minutes of the 2012 All
Ireland final.

Mayo was somewhat of a banana skin in
2013, but last September the green and gold
battled valiantly again before Kerry snatched
Sam away from us. Like Donegal fans, most
of Tyrone was cheering on Donegal. It was
our first final defeat.

Harte to Harte

Last Friday night, Mickey Harte was at
Gabrielle’s Ball in Letterenny to raise money
for Ballymacool House.

His welcome was as warm and generous as
he would receive in any Tyrone venue. That
special bond exists between ourselves and
the Red Hands.

Today’s warm up in the league is a tasty
foreunner to the big Ulster championship
clash in May.

And whoever emerges victorious that day,
will know, that if either team gets a
September Sunday in Croke Park, the other
team and county will be routing for them.

Well Done Colm A. McFadden - 160

Fr Sedn
Warmest congratulations to Colm A. McFadden who will make his 160th appearances for Didn na
nGall to-day, breaking Brian Roper’s record of 159 competitive Senior inter-county appearance.

GUEST SPEAKERS:

; Dr. McKenna NFL SFC lomlan
Eﬂéﬂ %%Gﬂﬂ, _ : Cup
MMUNITY & HEALTH CROKE PARK &
CIARAN MCLAUGHLIN, gggg : g (g'j) 74 —— _]g (g?
-NATIONAL CHAIRPERSON HWC \ - (0-4) ) )
PHGFESSUH HIAL{MBYNA 2004 3 (0-5) 8 (0-11) 4 (1-15) 15 (1-31)
-DCY 2005 3 (1-10) 7 (3-20) 4 {0-19) 14 (4-49)
DR CHARLIE MCMANUS _ 2006 2 (0-4) 2 (©-1) E 4 (-5
-DONEGAL TEAM DOCTOR 2010-2014 2007 1 (0-1) 7 (1-21) 3 (0-8 11 (1-30)
RO;EEABNFEQF};EI:‘E\; T 2008 3 (1-11) 7 (0-35) 3 (0-14) 13 (1-80)
MARIA FAULKNER 2009 : 2 (01 5 (1-16) 7 (1-17)
-SPORT AND EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGIST | : 2010 5 (0-22) 7 (0-20) 2 (0-2) 14 (0-44)
| o — —— 2011 1 (0-2) 8 (3-25) 6 (1-16) 15 (4-44)
‘ 2012 G 4 (0-18) 7 (4-32) 11 (4-45)
W W-W ‘ 1R TE ! il RPN - T 2013 - T - E
12 _ N . i | - i ‘ (1-15) 5 (2-18) 12 (3-33)
MEQMESJ.)AYJ’ IJ@.[H J“WJPJB«I«JL @JPJJM;J - @PJ«}.JJ 2014 3 (2_7) 8 (3-30) 6 (1-13) 17 (6-50)
ACANC UATE] ! VRAEEV 2015 - 4 (0-2) i 3 (0-1)
jﬁi&KS;@MS; H?FEZL ,JA LL.LYf e .,! 21 (4-62) 82 (11-206) 56 (10-158) 159 (25-426)
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A head-scratching League so far for Red Hand faithful

SUMMING up Tyrone's Allianz Football League
campaign to date is no easy task.

Not because we're’running out of superlatives or
negatives to describe their performances, but
rather because it's been more of a head-
scratcher than anything else for the Red Hand
faithful.

Their first outing against Monaghan saw them
turn in a horrible performance, with floodlight
failure above the pitch and system failure on it as
the Farney men cut through with ease against a
lacklustre Tyrone.

At that point, Tyrone seemed to revert to type,
going with the sort of all-out defensive approach
which saw them reach the 2013 All-Ireland semi-
finals for their visit to Mayo. It might not be pretty,
but as Mickey Harte continues to tell us, it's all
about getting results.

Perhaps too much was read into that Monaghan
loss and inte that Mayo win, the truth being that
Tyrone are actually somewhere in between. Their
game against Derry, where they shared the spoils
at Healy Park, was played in horrendous
conditions, while for periods against albeit a
below-par Dublin team Tyrone looked pretty
impressive.

What will have concerned Tyrone followers is the
manner in which their side have allowed victories
to elude them by slipping away in the closing
stages of both their last two games. Both Dublin
and Cork came from behind to win, with the Red
Hands appearing to tire in the final quarter.

Last day out, Cork introduced their full
compliment of substitutes to Tyrone's two,
something which seemed to work against
Mickey Harte's men as they tried in vain to keep
their noses in front.

The recent performances of the likes of Sean
Cavanagh and Mattie Donnelly too have been
below par, but maybe that is because they have
set the bar so high for themselves and they have
not yet found their groove or role in this Tyrone
strategy.

Ciaran Woods (Gaelic Life)

But there have been positives too. Justin
McMahon's injury-free run, coupled with the
confidence he gained from Omagh's extended
club championship campaign in the autumn and
winter, has made the Omagh man once again a
central figure at the heart of the Tyrone defence.
The introduction of Dungannon's Paudie
McNulty to inter-county football, and to the
Tyrone midfield, has been one of the biggest
positives so far. His emergence as g viable
alternative in the midfield role, operating
alongside Colm Cavanagh, has freed Sean
Cavanagh to operate in a mere attacking role in
the side.

However, as we all know, playing as a forward in
this Tyrone side does not by any stretch of the
imagination mean being posted inside the
opposition 20 metre line.

In the opening stages against Cork, Connor
McAliskey was the only Tyrone player beyond his
own 20 metre line, yet seconds later following
some excellent defensive work and a sublime
Peter Harte pass, McAliskey found himself
slotting the ball to the back of the Rebel net.
That's what this system can preduce when it
functions propetly.

Today it faces arguably its toughest test to date,
as they take on a side who have put their own
stamp on the defensive game in recent years by
taking Tyrone's previous systems and moving
them five steps forward. Tyrone over the past few
seasons have struggled when they have faced a
mirror image of themselves, so this side will
show us if they have learned from those previous
shortcomings.

Sean Cavanagh joked following Cork's win at
Healy Park that at least this was an away game,
and therefore Tyrone had a better chance of
winning given their dismal record in Omagh.
And you'd have to agree that the fired-up visitors
have a great chance of taking the spoils if they
can manage to produce a 70 plus minute
performance for the first time this year.
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Padraig MacCraith
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Frank McGlynn
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16.Micheal © Baoill / Michael Boyle

An Tearmann

Bainisteoir: Rory Gallagher

Eamonn MagAoidh
Eamonn McGee
Gaoth Dobhair

Eamonn Doherty
Eamonn Doherty
Naomh Adhamhnain

Criostair O Tuathaigh
Christy Toye
Naomh Miched!

Ryan McAodha
Ryan McHugh
Cill Chartha

Aodh MacPhaidin
Hugh McFadden
Na Cealla Beaga

22. Dénal MacLochlainn / Daniel McLaughlin - Naomh Michael

17.Ciaran MacFhionnghaile / Ciaran McGinley  Cill Chartha 23, Daithi Breathnach / David Walsh Naombh Brid
18. Antdin Mac Toméis / Anthony Thompson  Naomh Conaill 24, Gearsid Mac Phéidin / Gary McFadden Gleann tSuili
- 19.Marcus MacAodha / Mark McHugh Cill Chartha 55, Egin MacAodha / Eoin McHugh Cill Chartha
" 20. Mairtin MacGiollachainnigh / Martin McElhinney Naomh Micheal 26. Stiofan O Griofa / Stephen Griffen Naomh Naille
21. Colm MacFhionnaile / Colm McFadden ~ Naomh Micheal
Cuil Cdillini Seachai 45 Saor Ciceanna
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Colm Caomhanach
Colm Cavanagh
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Tiarnan Mac Cana
Tiernan McCann
Coill an Chlochair
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Darren Mac Camhrai
Darren McCurry
Eadan na dTorc
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16 Sean Mac an tSionnaigh / Sean Fox
17 Conchur Chleirigh / Conor Clarke
18 Peadar O hAodha / Peter Hughes
19 PS O Laibheartaigh / PJ Lavery

20 Dénal Mac Giolla Bhride / Danny McBride An Srath Ban
Coill an Chochair

21 Conéal Mac Cana / Conall McCann
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;

N

Saerbhreathach Mac Mathina
Justin McMahon
An Omaigh

o

|
i o

Maitit & Donnaile
Mattie Donnelly
Tri Leac

(1 4!> (9

Sean Caomhanach
Sean Cavanagh

26 Padraig O Cuinn / Patrick Quinn

(4'7’

S
Cathal Mac Cearain
Cathal McCarron
An Droim Mor

ST G
Peadar O hAirt
Peter Harte
Aireagal Chiaradin

o>

r

Padraig Mac an Ultaigh
Padraig McNulty

Dtin Geanainn

G

Riain Mac Cionaoith " /
Ryan McKenna
_ Eaglais

e
18
Jﬂ* Pl

Conchur Mac Conuisce
Connor McAliskey

An Mhaigh Cluain Eo
Coill an Chlochair 22 Séamas Mac Uiginn / Shea McGuigan Ard B6
An Omaigh 23 Eimeid Mac Cionaoith / Emmett McKenna Eaglais
Eiscreach 24 Padraig Mac Naois / Patrick McNiece  Oilean a’Ghuail
Cluain Eo 25 Ronan O Néill / Ronan O'Neill An Omaigh

Diin Geanainn

Saor Ciceanna

Cuil Cuillini Seachai 45
tadntean | | || [BF ] |
2 Adh Leath r, | L | o
lomlan J— } I ' ‘ l

I
1 N { :
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Gerard McCool
Bookmakers

Glenfin Street, Ballybofey (074) 9131 483
Main Street, Glenties (074) 9551 523 (John)

U.S. MastersGolf Starts 9th April

Latest:
4/1 Rory McElroy 14/1 J. Spieth
12/1 Bubba Watson 16/1 A. Scott
12/1 Jason Day 20/1 D. Johnson
25/1 Bar : EW1:2:3:4:5:6 Places

ALL IRELAND SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP
6/4 Dublin 4/1 Kerry 6/1 Mayo
8/1 Cork 12/1 Donegal 25/1 Bar

TO WIN ULSTER:
5/2 Monaghan 4/1 Donegal 4/1 Armagh
7/1 Cavan 7/1 Down 8/1 Derry 10/1 Tyrone
25/1 Fermanagh 40/1 Antrim

Money back if your horse finishes 3rd,
all Irish & most English (min 8 runners)
Lotto: Wednesday and Saturday

BEST RATE FOR STERLING

A wayé with our Donegal Team

T

COGADH NA cCARAD

Since the dawn of the millennium we have gone head-to-head with them every single
year. Sometimes twice a year, sometimes thrice. We have been hounded by Harte,
captivated by Canavan, demented by Docher, riled by Ricey, mesmerised by Mulligan,
oppressed by O'Neill, plagued by Pascal, confounded by Cavanagh...But we have stood
our ground, been more than a match for them...here by fabled Finn, by storied Swilly,
under Omagh lights, in the cauldron of Clones, even when they took us to Edendork
among the bushes...Rancour, rivalry, respect, ramifications of being neighbours’
children...Truth be told, contrary neighbours they have been at times...Same as us...We
have iconic moments that will always live in memory — Durcan’s save from Penrose, O'Neill
bouncing off the rock that is Neil McGee, others...Christy Toye made his full debut against
them here, by Finn, thirteen years ago, on March 3, 2002. Scored a goal. Colm McFadden
came on and scored two points. Colm has faced them twenty times in Senior competitive
games, in competitive Senior games...Christy and Colm, epitomising loyalty and
commitment and courage and service...the two of them still at it after all those
years...Michael Murphy’s first big inter-county match was also against them - in the
Buncrana U-16 Cup final of October 2005...Beat them 1-9/0-6 — Other times, the Red
Hand has sent us home empty-handed...Our hearts and minds are set on a day in
May!...But we’ll give it a lash to-day.

Fr Sean

2000-2014
13-2-00 NFL Ddn na nGall 0-10  Tir Eoghain 0-10 Bealach Féich
11-2-01  NFL Tir Eoghain 0-13  Dun na nGall 0-10 An Omaigh
3-3-02  NFL Ddn na nGall 1-10 Tir Eoghain 0-11 Bealach Féich
2-3-083  NFL Tir Eoghain 1-14 Ddn na nGall 0-10 Qilean an Ghuail
22-2-04 McKenna  Tir Eoghain 1-22 Ddn na nGall 0-7 Bealach Féich
20-6-04 SFC Dun na nGall 1-11 Tir Eoghain 0-9 Cluain Eois
6-2-05  NFL Tir Eoghain 1-11 Dan na nGall 0-10 Bealach Féich
22-1-06 McKenna  Tir Eoghain 0-11 Dun na nGall 0-9 Bealach Féich
17-2-07  McKenna  Tir Eoghain 2-9  Dun nanGall 0-5 An Omaigh
10-3-07 NFL Ddn na nGall 2-11 Tir Eoghain 1-8 An Omaigh
17-6-07 SFC Tir Eoghain 2-15 Dun na nGall 1-7 Cluain Eois
13-1-08 McKenna  Dun na nGall 0-12 Tir Eoghain 0-11 Béal Atha Seanaidh
30-3-08 NFL Tir Eoghain 0-11  Dun na nGall 0-9 Eadan na dTorc
21-3-09 NFL Dun na nGall 0-11 Tir Eoghain 0-8 Bealach Féich
20-1-10 McKenna  Dun na nGall 2-17 Tir Eoghain 4-11 Bealach Féich
30-1-10 McKenna  Dudn na nGall 1-11 Tir Eoghain 0-13 Inis Ceithleann
23-1-11 McKenna  Tir Eoghain 1-13 Dun na nGall 0-13 Eadan na dTorc
19-2-11 NFL Ddn na nGall 1-10  Tir Eoghain 0-6 An Omaigh
26-6-11 SFC Ddn na nGall 2-6  Tir Eoghain 0-9 Cluain Eois
30-6-12 SFC DUn na nGall” 0-12 Tir Eoghain 0-6 Cluain Eois
3-3-13 NFL Tir Eoghain 1-13  Ddn na nGall 0-12 An Omaigh
26-5-13 SFC Dun na nGall 2-10 Tir Eoghain 0-10 Bealach Féich
5-1-14  McKenna  Tir Eoghain 0-13 Dan na nGall 1-7 Leitir Ceanainn
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YOUR
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SPEAK

VIDEQGAIT |
ANALYSIS
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WWW MCELHINNEYS.COM
FREE DELI DE RY

v

MCELHINNEYS

BALLYBOFEY, CO DONEGAL

COGADH NA GCARAD Fr Sean

2000-2014 Cluichi Bua ag Bua ag Comhscor
Dan na nGall Tir Eoghain

McKenna 8 2 5 1

NFL 10 4 5 1

SFC 5 4 1 -

lomlan 23 10 11 2

TEN YEARS AGO
Tir Eoghain came here to Bealach Féich in the first game of the 2005 National Football
League Division 1A on February 6, 2005. The 2005 League was played under experi-
mental rules - a 'ticking’ was a kind of a booking!: a yellow card meant you had to go
off but could be replaced: a pick-up off the ground was allowed and goalkeepers teed
up. Neil Gallagher got Dun na nGall’s first yellow card while Brendan Donnelly and
Shane Sweeney got Tir Eoghain’s first two yellows.
It was a most entertaining game with Brian McEniff’s Dun na nGall rueing many missed
chances including two golden goal opportunities. They only managed three points from
play. The eternal Mickey Harte was delighted to win without Peter Canavan, Brian
McGuigan, Kevin Hughes, Ciaran Gourley and Mark Harte. Dun na nGall were missing
Adrian Sweeney and Michael Hegarty.
Tir Eoghain led by 0-7 to 0-5 at half-time. It was nip-and-tuck in the second half until a
superb Tir Eoghain move ended in Colm McCullagh finding the net to give Tir Eoghain a
1-11/0-10 victory. Tir Eoghain would take bigger scalps in 2005, including Ciarral on
September 25. Dun na nGall would be relegated.

Tir Eoghain: Pascal McConnell:

Ryan McMenamin Chris Lawn Eoghan Bradley:

Brian Robinson Gavin Devlin Brendan Donnelly:
Brian Meehan Peter Donnelly:

Brian Docoher Stephen O ‘Neill (0-4) Sean Cavanagh:

Michael Coleman Owen Mulligan (0-5) Ryan Mellon.

Subs: Shane Sweeney, Colm McCullagh (1-1), Conor Gormley, Joe McMahon,
Davy Harte (0-1).

Duan na nGall: Michael Boyle:
Niall McCready Raymond Sweeney Damien Diver:
Eamonn McGee Barry Monaghan (0-1) Shane Carr:
Neil Gallagher and Kevin Cassidy:
Rory Kavanagh (0-1) Brian Roper Stephen McDermott (0-1):
Stephen Cassidy Colm McFadden (0-7) Christy Toye.

Subs: Karl Lacey, Brendan Davenney, Ryan Bradley, Barry Dunnion.

Réiteoir: J. McKee (Ard Mhacha)
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Seamus Lafferty
Buses Ltd.

Navenny e Ballybofey ® Co. Donegal

T.074 91 31418 F. 074 91 20186 M. 0866016157
E. info@laffertybuses.ie

Available for Birthdays - Stag/ Hen Parties
Sports Outings - Airport Runs & All Transport Needs

All Size Buses available
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i

LAFFERFY
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Donegal and Tyrone playing for high stakes

By Tom Comack (Donegal Democrat/ Peoples Press/ Highland Radio)

Donegal and Tyrone followers will
not need reminding that this
afternoon’s Allianz League sixth
round match is a crunch tie when it
comes 1o survival in Division One.
With Donegal on four points and
Tyrone on four points, it's widely
believed that the winners of this
afterncon’s clash will take a giant
step clear of the relegation trap
door.

Derry, on just one point (following their draw
against Tyrone), are already on life support when
it comes to holding on to top flight status.

The Oak Leafers face Dublin this afterncon in
Croke Park and host pace setters Cork in Celtic
Park next Sunday in their final game. They must
beat the Dubs if they are to have anything to play
for next weekend against the Rebels.

Donegal bring down the curtain against old foes
Mayo next Sunday in Castlebar while Tyrone will
roll out the red carpet next Sunday for All-Ireland
champions Kerry in Healy Park.

Donegal are capable of going to Castlebar and
getting a positive result and it is not beyond the
bounds of possibility that Tyrone could send the
All-Ireland champicns back to the Kingdom with
their tails between their legs.

Rory Gallagher and Mickey Harte would dearly
love to bag the points here this afternoon and
take a giant step to securing their status at the
top table.

In an era of the defensive game, the outcome will
come down to who can unhinge the opposition
defence best and in the process, pop over the
scores or hang the all important goal or two.
Denegal have scored 4-53 in their five games to
date, just three more points than Tyrone have
from their five games. Tyrone's return so far has
been 4-50.

It may have come in for much criticism but
Tyrone’s new ultra-defensive set-up seems to
have paid off. In their five games played so far,
they have conceded just 3-57 (66) and share the
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best defensive record in the division
with Dublin , who are also on 66
points.

Mind you, the Donegal defence has
not been all that generous either.
Donegal have the second best
record in the league with 5-52 (67). It
may be a concern however, that we
have coughed up five goals.
Michael Murphy once again leads
the Donegal scoring charts with 2-18 while
Patrick McBrearty has kicked 0-17 and has been
in flying form in the league. Murphy and
McBrearty are the only two Donegal players to
hit the target in all five games. They are the clear
leaders in the Donegal scoring stakes and will
once again carry the main scoring threat this
afternoon for the green and gold. Martin O'Reilly,
on 0-6, is the nearest to them.

In all Donegal have ten different scorers with
Christy Toye (0-5),Odhran MacNiallais (1-1),
Ryan McHugh (1-0), Martin McElhinney and
Colm McFadden (0-2) each and Neill Gallagher
and Hugh McFadden (0-1) each the other men to
raise flags.

Fifteen Tyrone men have got their names on the
scoresheet in their five games. Darren McCurry,
with 0-21, is the clear leader in the Tyrone
scoring charts. Sean Cavanagh with 0-9 is the
next nearest to him followed by Conor McAliskey
and Peter Harte. McAliskey has hit 1-3 and Harte
has bagged two goals.

Niall Morgan (0-3), Peter Hughes and Colm
Cavanagh (0-2) each; PJ Laverty, Mark Bradley,
Barry Tierney, Aidan McCrory, Mark Donnelly,
Tiernan McCann, Cathal McShane and Justin
Mahon (0-1) each are the other Red Hand
marksmen.
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e ONNOLLY

CAR SALES

074 91 75783 | 087 1737744

www.shaneconnollycars.com

Email: admin@shaneconnollycarsales.com
www.carsireland.ie/shane-connolly-cars

22

<2 s

Shane Gonnolly Car Sales to drive
MacGumhaills on for the season!

The club are delighted to announce Shane Connolly Car Sales as our new senior football
sponsor. Shane in association with Carzone.ie sponsored two sets of jerseys which will contribute
immensely to preparing our teams for the coming season. The club relies on the many good
people like Shane to fund and prepare our teams and we are most grateful that he has supported
the club once again with such a generous gesture. We'd like to thank Shane once again and wish
him all the success for the future.

Photo: Brian MgDaid

Presentation being made by Shane and modeled by club players Gary Dunnion and Barney Laverly.
Also included is Club Treasurer Eugene Galiagher and Stephen Walsh from Carzone.ie.
L __§ &8 & §B &8 &8 &8 §B 8 B §F B B F B B N B B R
We're Green, we're White, we're dynamite!

Mighty oaks from little acorns grow! In the recent St. Patrick's Day parade minor members of our
club turned out in force to turn the Twin Towns even greener for the day that it was! We show-
cased our club very well and came second overall in terms of sporting category so well done to
all those who attended and organised for such an effective and enjoyable parade which was no
doubt enjoyed by the large attendance.

The G.A.A is the heart in terms of local sport for our kids and the club representation highlighted
what is so special about not only our games but our culture, so once again a massive thanks to
all the kids for turning out so well in terms of wearing the colours with pride and for singing about
the club, a real credit!  # mochb

|
|

S 1Y 061 FRONYTLEALORS 60|

SUPPORT YOUTH, SUPPORT SEAN MACCUMHAILLS
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FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS
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info@ritefinancial.com | W: www.ritefinancial.com

FREE
FINANCIAL

. REVIEW
| AVAILABLE ON
REQUEST

24 The Weavers, Ballybofey, Co. Donegal Registered in Ireland no. 448918
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
SECURE INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL ADVICE?

WE OFFER CONFIDENTIAL EXPERT
ADVICE ON THE FOLLOWING

* Pensions
* Life & Protection Products

* |Investments
* College Savings Funds
* Child Savings Account

* Health Insurance
Contact us today 074 9175555 | E

* Deposit Accounts

*Please note the discontinuance of all our general insurance products these have been transferred to Cavanagh Hooper Dolan
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it's important to be playing the big teams - Gallagher

Donegal's midfield mountain, Neil
Gallagher, was in the spotlight this week in
the countdown to today's crunch Allianz
League encounter as himself and Tyrone's
Aidan McCrory were at the Press Launch in
the Abbey Hotel, Dcnegal Town on
Tuesday.

"I wouldn't normally volunteer for this job
(interview). | was selected hy the
management. | just like to concentrate on
the game and worry about this stuff after. If you say
nothing, you say nothing wrong," said Neil
Gallagher.

"I just wouldn't be fussed about interviews before
games," was how Big Neil put it. The Donegal
midfielder is now leading a busy life with his work as
a Donegal Co. Council engineer and helping out at
the sports shop with Michael Murphy.

But looking forward to today's game, the Glenswilly
man agreed that it was a crunch game that would
probably decide the fate of one of the teams.

'It's a serious game, big time. Both teams are
struggling for points so there is a right bit at stake.
With the championship game in two months time, it
will be an interesting game.

"We have met almost every year this last few years,
and they have all been tough games. | would say
who ever wins it will not be far away from being
safe." :

The last league meeting between the sides In
Omagh was not a fruitful for Donegal or for
Glenswilly duo Neil and Michael Murphy, with both
finishing the game on the sideline thanks to red
cards from Joe McQuillan (who is on the whistle
again today!)

‘I think that day in Omagh, locking back and
watching it afterwards, | think we deserved it
(getting sent off)," said a very diplomatic Gallagher.
With Donegal hopping between Division One and
Two in recent years, Gallagher agreed that it would
be beneficial to retain Division One status this year.
"Definitely, | suppose when you are in Division One,
especially If you are bringing new young players into
the squad, it's important to get playing against the
big teams, Tyrone, Kerry, Cork. You are definitely
playing the best teams and get good crowds and it
is a good help come the championship," said Neil.
The Glenswilly man felt that points were left behind
against Monaghan and Tyrone. "We definitely had
chances and it could have been a bit more
comfortable," he said.

"We have two games now and it's up to ourselves
to hopefully get the points to stay up.

"We scored 1-4 against 2-11 against Kerry, but |
wouldn't read toc much into scorelines," said
Gallagher, when asked about the possibility of

By Peter Campbell (Sports Editor, Donegal Democrat)

Tyrone being similar to Monaghan in their
approach.

‘It's hard to know. It could be a different
game. Obviously from watching their
games (Tyrone) they have been keeping
teams to low scores. Scores will probably
be hard to come by," said Neil, who is
happy with the way he is playing at the
moment. He felt that having the break
during the winter when Glenswilly finished
up had been a big help.

Retirement never crossed his mind despite his
midfield partner, Rory Kavanagh, calling it a day. "I
enjoyed playing with him. Being the same age and
growing up with him, we both knew our strengths.
He's a big loss. He was a big leader for us within
the squad," said Neil, who felt he would be a loss
come the summer time.

The Glenswilly man said he might have been caught
on the hop when he said shortly after the All-Ireland
that he would continue. "It's hard enough this time
of the year, training away, but come the summer
time, you couldn't beat playing in those games.
"When you pass the 30 mark, people are always
wondering when you will go. There are a few boys
on that mark but there's still plenty of football in
them," said Nell.

He said the transition from Jim McGuinness and
Rory Gallagher was pretty seamless. "He had been
there for three years and that made it seamless. You
don't think a wile lot about it. You just get on with it.
Look, it's three months into the season already and
another seven or eight weeks to the Tyrone match
and before you know it will be the middle of
summer.

"We have lost a few players but we have added a
few players, like Hugh McFadden, who has come
in there and done well," said Neil.

When asked about the contribution of club
colleague Michael Murphy to the Donegal squad,
Gallagher's face lit up. "For a young fella, only
25/28, he's a great captain," said Neil, who said it
was a great move to make him captain when he
was just 21. "You just couldn't describe him, the
leadership he shows. | read there someone
speaking about Paul O'Connell, that he wouldn't
ask any of the players to do something he wouldn't
do himself. Murphy would be the same. You will see
him putting his body on the line. He would be one
of our best tacklers. You couldn't speak highly
enough of him as regards the leadership he shows.
And then with his ability, people want to follow him.
He just lifts everyone," said Neil, who said he was
just as competitive on the golf course.

When asked about the golf handicaps, Neil said
both himself and Michael were playing off 14 but he
quickly added: "He's taking lessons at the minute"!



49 Seaters | 33 Seaters | 20 Seaters
16 Seaters | 14 Seaters |8 Seaters
Executive Car Hire | Wheel Accessible Vehicles Available

BC'"YbOfey Prop: Ryan Dorrian

Tel: 087 99 77 005
P. Bonar Plant Hire Ltd.

Lorry / Digger Hire ¢ Suppliers of Tarmacadam

Sand & Decorative Chips

DALESIDE

PLANT SALES & REPAIRS LTD.
Callancor, Drumkeen, Co. Donegal.

Tel: 074 9134 860 - Fax: 074 9134 859
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Chess in coloured jerseys

Alan Foley (Donegal Democrat)

THE Ulster championship minefield
never allows its participants to
tiptoe into the escalating heat of |

summer. :
And whatever chance Donegal and |
Tyrone had of keeping a trick or |
two up their sleeve ahead of their
preliminary round clash on Sunday,

Donegal won a first Ulster
championship in 19 years.

A year later, there was a similar
story. This time, again in the Ulster
semi-final, Donegal were at the
crossroads as they looked into the
whites of Tyrone’'s eyes. Martin
Penrose’s late drive at a goal that
would've levelled that match was

May 17, seems to have
disappeared.

Four points apiece from five cutings for both
Rory Gallagher and Mickey Harte means in all
likelihood, someone might yet be the fall-guy
when it comes to relegation.

“This game in context is that it is a relegation
battle; we need the points to stay in the
league and that is the real element of the
game more than anything else,” Tyrone's
Aidan McCrory said this week.

Gallagher’s predecessor Jim McGuinness
mightn’t have said so but when he took over
as manager in 2010, Tyrone was the
barometer. Harte’s team had lifted Sam
Maguire three times and were, along with
Armagh, the only two names inscribed on the
Anglo-Celt Cup since 1999.

In 2011, Tyrone were 0-6 to 0-1 up on Donegal
in an Ulster semi-final when McGuinness's
master-plan was still only at an embryonic
stage. After an initial sloppy pass, Anthony
Thompson’s desire to scamper 80 yards to
block at Stephen O’Nelll's feet as he shot for
goal, was a sound-byte of what Donegal’s
players were willing to do.

“Going into that game, we were at sixes and
sevens in the first 20 minutes,” Rory
Kavanagh said afterwards. “Kevin Cassidy got
a point and | remember going in at half time
thinking ‘Jesus, how is there only two points
in this?’

It’s difficult to imagine just what would've
become of Donegal had they not rallied and
even at that, required Dermot Molloy’s last
minute goal to clinch an unlikely 2-6 to 0-9
victory.

“| don't feel the players going into that game
believed they could win it, until the final
whistle,” McGuinness said afterwards.
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saved by Paul Durcan’s foot before spinning
wide via the upright. It was one of the
strangest trajectories of a ball ever seen.
Donegal won a cagey contest 0-12 to 0-10. It
was labelled in some quarters as “chess in
coloured jerseys.” Donegal retained Ulster
and won a second All-Ireland championship.
Penrose’s shot was the stand-out ‘what if?’
moment.

Donegal's wins over Tyrone by slender
margins in the 2011 and 2012 championships
catapulted them onto greater things. One
wonders just where the McGuinness, or even
the Harte, regimes would've gone had Tyrone
won either of those encounters that were
settled by wafer-thin margins.

McGuinnass made it three in a row over his
rival in 2013, when Donegal opened their
chase for a third successive Ulster title with
an economic 2-10 to 0-10 win over Tyrone
first time out. Colm McFadden and Ross
Wherity were the goalscorers.

It was Monaghan who claimed the silverware
amonth or two later and Tyrone reached a first
All-lreland semi-final in five years. Donegal lay
in tatters following a 4-17 to 1-10 hammering
by Mayo, only to pick themselves from the
canvas and retain the Ulster championship
trophy on their way to the All-lreland final,
where they lost to Kerry.

Now, it's Gallagher and Harte and without
needing to look forward to May just yet, bare
survival is the need and the want.

For March, it's climactic as it's going to get.
It's not mathematically winner takes all just
yet. But it’s not far from it. Whoever loses this
afternoon will hear the floorboards creaking
beneath their feet. Champlionship - for now —
can certainly wait.



Navgnne%; Grill

Regtaurant s Takeaway

Opening hours
Mon to Sat 11am to 11pm
Sunday 4 to 11pm.

All day Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner Specials and
a large selection of takeaway dishes.

Outdoor catering, No party too big or small.

Navenney Street, Ballybofey.
Tel 074 91 31174.

Best of luck to Donegal Team from Paula and Staff

MULTI-CRETE PRECAST
CONCRETE LTD.

‘Manufacturers of Concrete Products ‘

*  Ready Mix Concrete »  Septic Tanks to new EPA standards
= 1500 Gallon Water Storage Tanks = Paving Slabs

= Cattle Slats * Lintels

e Support Beams *  Sills

+  Safety Slats *  Posts

*  Retaining Walls ¢ Kerbs

*  Dwarf Walls *  Wall Caps

Other Products

e Coloured Garden Stones ¢ Pre Packed Sand *  Pre Packed Gravel

We now have L Walls and V Walls in stock. Please contact us for more details.
Killygordon - Co. Donegal

Tel: (074) 91 49103 - Fax: (074) 91 49531
3 Code from N.1I. 00 353 74

www.multicreteprecastconcrete.town.iec Email - multicrete@eircom.net
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