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AN REITEOIR: EAMONN HASSAN (DOIRE)
Linesmen: Owen Elliott (Aontroim) (Standby Ref), Alan Nash (Daire)
I Sideline Official: Pat Maguire (Sligeach) Umgires: R. Guinn, G. Quinn, J. 0'Karie, |. Grant.
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Dylan 0 Laibheartaigh

Reamainn O Dubhraic (Bainisteoir),
Micheal Mac Cana

Mattie Lennon (Bainisteoir),
Davo Kennedy

Sean O Doibhilinn
JOHN DEVLIN

Tir Eoghaln

| DYLANLAVERTY
Sean Mac Cumbhaills Ecghan Ruadh
Niall 6 Cléirigh Seosamh O Baoiil Marcas O Ceallachan Conchir Mac an Fhaili fnichedl O Gormai Mairtin 0 Gruagdin
~ NIALL CLEARY 3 JOE BOYLE MARK CALLAGHAN CONOR McNALLY MIKE O’GORMAN MARTIN GROGAN
Sui an Réin Beart Setanta Foghan Ruadh Naomh Colum Cille Eirs ég
Criostéir Mac Diarmada Séamus O Donnaile Pauric 8 Dochartaigh Padraig Mac Aodha Diarmuid 0 Beaglaoich Tiarnain 6 Muireagain
CHRISTOPHER McDERMOTT || JAMESIE DONNELLY PAURIC DOHERTY PADRAIG McHUGH PERMOT BEGLEY TIERNAN MORGAN
Beert Sean Mac Cumbhaills Beart Loghan Ruadh Eire Og Eoghan Ruadh

Donail O Cuilin

{| DANNY CULLEN g

Setanta

Seac 0 Lochlainn

Ronidn Mac Diarmada

Beart

Ciardan Mac Matha

RONAN McDERMOTT

Bearnard 0 LaiFeartaigh

Justin O Ceallaigh
JUSTIN KELLY

Eire Og

Marcas Gheimhridh
MARK WINTERS

fire Og

Daman O Cathasaigh (C)
DAMIEN CASEY

Aodhan O Ceallaigh
AIDAN KELLY

Criostdir Mac an Chrosdin
CHRISTOPHER CROSS

| JACKO’LOUGHLIN |l CIARAN MATHEWSON |, BERNARD LAFFERTY
Bun Cranncha Sean Mac Cumbhaills Setanta Faghinn Ruadh Eoghan Ruadh Naomh Colum Cille
Lee Mac Einri . Sedn Mac Bheath Eanna Mac Diarmada Conchir O Gruagain Sean Og O Gruagain M Gearéid Mac Giolla Mhir
| LEE HENDERSON 1/ SEAN McVEIGH |\ ENDA McDERMOTT m CONOR GROGAN m SEAN 0G GROGAN i 5} GERARD GILMORE
Sedn Mac Cumbhaills Naomh Adhamhain Beart Fiw Oy Eire Og Na Seamrédga
19, Eadbhard 0 Liongsigh 23. Cacimhin O Cathmoill 19. Maitit O Maolchraoibhe 23, Duibhir O Marascal
EDDIE LYNCH KEVIN CAMPBELL ’ FIR IONAID MATTHEW MULGREW DUIBHIR MARSHALL
Aodh Ruadh Setanta Eaghan Ruadh Eoghan Ruadh
16. Pél O Broin 20. Stiophdn Mac Giolla Eashuic 24. Saerbhreathach de Briin 16, Clardn Boillia 20. Ruairi O Doibhilinn 24. Dara O Gruagdin
PAUL BURNS STEPHEN GILLESPIE JUSTIN BROWNE CIARAN BELLEW RUAIRI DEVLIN DA®RAGH GROGAN
Beart Beart Setanta Ha Soamidga Eoghan Ruadh Eire Og
17. Brendain O Tuairisc 21. Criostéir Mac Giolla Ghanniin #5. Sedn 0 Corrdin 17, Condhur O Cathasaigh 21. Ciardan Mac Crudiin 25, Aindria O Broin
4 BRENDAN TOURISH CHRIS KILGANNON SEAN CURRAN CONORCASEY CIARAN McCRUDDEN ANDREW BYRNE
i Setanta Aodh Ruadh Sedn Mac Cumbaills Fughan Ruadh Eoghan Ruadh Naomh Celum Cille
18. Stiofan O Dochartaigh 22. Sedn O Dubhaigh 26. Ciaran Mac Giolla Ghanndin 18, Conchuir O Gallchdir 22. Risteard O Ceallaigh 26. Gabhan Mac Con Midhe
STEPHEN DOHERTY JOHNNY DOWNEY CIARAN KILGANNON CONOR GALLAGHER RICKY KELLY GAVIN McNAMEE
Naomh Adhamhdin Beart Aodh Ruadh M Beamrdgn Eoghan Ruadh Na Seamrdga
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Tom COMACK
tom.cemack@donegaldemocrat.com
Twitter: @dgldemocrat

Donegal won the battle for
survival and will play in Divi-
sion 2B of the Allianz National
Hurling League againnext -
year.

Donegal 2-16
Tyrone 212

This follows Saturday’s
hard fought but thoroughly
deserved four point replay
victory over Tyrone in Der-
ry’s Celtic Park. In an almost
mirrorimageofthe previous
week’sdrawn encounter that
went to extra-time in Owen-
beg, Donegal were the more
cohesive unit for most of the
game and were the deserv-
ing victors at the end of the
7oplusminutes.

Theyled 2-6 to 0-6 at half-
time. Ciaran Mathewsonand
Jack O’Loughlin scored the
goals and Lee Henderson
and Sean McVeigh poached
the points.

Mathewson netted after
four minutes when he stole
into the defence after be-
ing picked out from way out
the field by Christopher Mc-
Dermott and hit the Tyrone

rigging 16 minutes later for
a super strike from a tight
angle.

But as they had done
seven days earlier, Tyrone
stormed back into the game
with goals from Conor Grog-
anandDamien Casey - apen-
alty- to draw level. Casey’s
penalty six minutes into the
new half after Grogan was
fouled levelled the game at
2-g each.

There the similarities
withthedrawngame, Tyrone
never hit the front, down in
no small way to man of the
mateh Sean McVeigh and
his midfield partner Danny
Cullen who also stepped up
tothe challenge.

And with McVeigh(2),
Lee Henderson (2), Bernard
Lafferty and Ronan McDer-
mottlanding points Donegal
outscored Tyrone by seven
points to three in the clos-
ing 25 minutes to comfort-
ably hold onto their league
standing

“It was another epic bat-
tle. It was a match we were
looking forward to all week
and thank God we came out
ontherightside of the result
and retained our Divsion 2
B status for nexl year,” was
Donegal manager Ray Du-
rack’simmediate reaction.

“Tyrone came out in the
second half and they really
piled on the pressure just
likethe did last week. Butthe
bigdifference westood up to
them today when they drew
level and we replied with a
couple of good scores after
they scored the second goal
todraw level.

“Itwasamatter of match-
ingthemscore forscorefrom
then to the finish and we did
that and more, and finished
the stronger team and there
isnoquestion about it wede-
served to win the game.”

Donegal had anumber of
big performanceswith Sean
McVeigh and Danny Cullen
prominent from very early
- McVeigh scored five points
all from play in one ofhisfin-
estever7ominutesinaDon-
egal jersey.

Lee Henderson was top
scorer once again with six
points. two of them 655
while Enda McDermott, Ci-
aran Mathewsom, Joe Boyle
and Jamsie Donnelly of the
old guard alsorose above the
ordinary .

Of the younger brigade
Jack O’'Loughlin eénded the

“game with 1-1 to his name

while Pauric Doherty and
Christopher McDermott
were not found wanting

when Tyrone threatened af-
ter half-time.

MeDermaott was especial-
ly effective when detailed to
mark Tyrone’s Gerard Gil-
more who had his four point
tally scored before the Burt
man took up dutybeside him
for the closing ten minutes.

“gEvery one of the lads
that wore the Donegal jer-
sey there today gave 100%
effort and commitment and
while we had a number of
outstanding individual per-
formances, it took a team
with every man that took to
the field giving it everything
theyhad,” Durack said.

“They did not want to be
demoted down to Division 3
fornextyearandthey proved
that out there today. Done-
gal hurlingisslowly creeping
up and to have dropped back
down would have been d
hackward step, especially for
the olderladswhoworked so
hardtogetup to2B.”

Donegaland Tyronemeet
again in two weeks'’ time in
the first round of the Nicky
Rackard Cup in O’Donnell
Park.

Donegal: D Laverty; B
Tourish, J Boyle, J Downey;
¢ McDermott, J Donnel-
ly, P Doherty; D Cullen, S
MeVeigh {0-5); J O'Loughlin

Sean McVeigh posted five points-inaman of the match performancein
midfield for Donegal.

(1-1), C Mathewson (1-0), B Laf-
ferty {0-1); L. Henderson (0-6,
2,£.2,65), R MeDermott (0-1), E
McDermott{o-2). Subs: Chris
Kilgallon for J Downey (41);
Ciaran Kilgallon for B Tour-
ish (5g).
Tyrone:JDevlin; C McNal-

ly, M Gorman, M Grogan ;P
MeHugh(o-1),D Begley, T Mor-
gan; J Kelly, A Keily; M Win-
ters, D Casey (1-6, 1-0 penalty,
5.f), C Cross; C Grogan(1-1), G
Gilmore(0-4). Subs: C Gallagh-
erfor C Cross (49).

Referee: E Hasson (Derry)
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TYRONE = cue s doisaasiiis 4-13
DONEGAL ........... 413 (AET}

BY FRANCIS MOONEY

Tyrone and Donegal will meet again
next weekend after finishing level in a
drama-packed NHL Div 2B/3A relega-
tion/promotion play-off at Owenbeg.

Thrillg, twists and turns punctuat-
ed a memorable contest that saw the
Red Hands battle back from eight
points hehind to earn a veplay.

The dream of back-to-back promo-
fions remains very much alive for
Maltie Lennon's men, who provided
further evidence of the progress they
continue to make,

Skipper Damien Casey once again
led by example with a 2-8 contribu-
tion, including an equa!-ising free in
the dying moments.

The Red Hands suffered an early
blow when Donegal scrambled a goal
inside the opening minute.

They tailed to clear from Bemard

Lafferty’s long delivery, and full for-
ward Ronan McDermott finished to
the net from close range.

Padraig MeHugh'’s long range effort
got the Red Hands off the mark, and
alter Enda MeDermott had restored
the three points cushion, Mattie
L.ennon’s men enjoyed a flourish, with
Sean Og Grogan’s neat effort followed
by two long range frees from Casey as
they went level in the ninth minute.

But Donegal were always danger-
ous, and Tyrone neaded some excel-
lent defending from Conor McNally,
Mike (’Gorman and Dermot Begley
to survive difficult spelis.

Goalkeeper John Devlin denied Mc-
Dermoft with a brave save at close
quarters, and Donegal went ten min-
utes without a score, before Lee Hen-
derson lund a long range point, fol-
lowad by i '65.

And in the 25th minute Donegal
grabbed a second goal. Kevin Camp
bell erossed from the left for McDer
mott to flick home from close range.

1t got worse for the Red Hands two
minutes later, when MecDermott
fetched Danny Cullen’s long delivery
to turn and boot the sliothar to the

net.

Now Tyrone trailed by eight points,
and while Casey pulled back a point
from a free, they still had a mountain
to elimb, behind by 3-4 to 0-6 at the in-
terval.

Casey swept over a point seven
minutes into the second half as the

Red Hands began to assert them-
selves on the contest.

Conor Grogan squeezed over an-
other score from a tight angle, but de-
spite dominating possession, Tyrone
were unable to add to their tally,
stopped in their tracks by solid de-

fending from Jamesie Donnelly and

Joe Boyle.

And after surviving a spell of sus-
tained pressure, Donegal broke away
for Jack O'Loughlin to split the posts.

Tyrone began to dominate posses-
sion and territory in the early stages
for the second half, narrowing the gap
with points from Casey and Conor
Grogan, who angled over from a tight
angle.

Jack O'Loughlin was on target for
Donegal as they broke from the back,
but in the 49th minute, Tyrone gave
themselves fresh hope when Casey
jinked past goalkeeper Dylan Laverty
and full back Jamesie Donnelly to
plant the ballin the net. -

en minutes later, the Red Hands
drew level when Casey smashed
home a brilliant goal, but Donegal re-
sponded with two Henderson points.

Justin Kelly and Conor McNally
performed heroics at the back as the
Tir Conaill men pushed forward again

A remarkable contest had many
more twists to take, and Tyrone
went in front three minutes from
the end with a third goal, Sean
Og Grogan finishing to the net
after a Casey effort had been
kept out by Dylan Laverty.

Enda McDermott levelled
again, but the excellent Justin
Kelly regained the lead, and it
looked as if they were
going to hold on for A
victory, but a contro-
versial free gave
Henderson the op-
portunity to tie it
up in stoppage
time af 3-10 each
and send the tie to
extra-time.

Tyrone’s  high @
levels of fitness gave
them the edge in the &
opening period, and

Donegal manager
Ray Durack

DONEGAL NEws 35

ificent contest goes to a remaich

they went five points ahead with a
somewhat fortuitous goal, Conor Gro-
gan's speculative effort from distance
going all the way fo the net.

Casey added a couple of frees, and
they led by 4-12 to 3-12 after Hender-
son had responded with two frees.

Donegal hit back with a vengeance,
MeDermott rifling home his fourth
goal five minutes from the end, before
Bernard Lafferty edged them back in
front.

But Casey hdd his nerve to drill a
60 metre free between the posts at the
very end to send a magnificent con-
test to a rematch.

Donegal: Dylan Laverty, Pauric Doherty,
Jamesie Donnelly, Mark Callaghan, Chris
McDermott, Joe Boyle, Niall Cleary, Dan-
ny Cullen, Ciaran Mathewson, Jack
0'Loughtin (0-1), Enda McDermot (0-2)t,
Kevin Campbell, Lee Henderson (0-8 (0-3
frees, 0-1'65), Ronan McDermott (4-0),
Bernard Lafferty (0-2). Subs: Chris Kil-

gannon for Lafferty, Lafferty for
Mathewson.

Tyrone: John Devlin, Conor Mc-
Nally, Mike 0'Gorman, Gonor
& Casey, Padraig McHugh (0-1),
8 Dermot Begley, Tiarnan Mor-
gan, Justin Kelly, (0-1) Aidan
Kelly, Mark Winters, Damien
Casey 2-8 (0-6 frees, 0-1
'65) Christopher Cross,
Conor Grogan (1-1},
Sean Og Grogan (0-
1), Gerard Gilmore
(0-1). Subs: Mar-
tin Grogan for C
o Casey, Conor
,  Gallagher for
Cross, Ruaig
+  Devlin for
Gilmore, Gilmore
for R Devlin, Cross
for Winters, R Devlin
for J Kellv.
Referee: James Clarke
(Cavan).
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