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REAMHFHOCAL ON

UACHTARAN

Ta fiorchaoin Failte romhaibh uilig go Paircan
Chrécaigh inniu don babhta deireanach d'ar gcluichi
cailithe agus Sligeach, Tir Eoghain, Gaillimh agus Din
na nGall go léir ag imirt agus ag déanamh a seacht
ndicheall it sna dulchn ceathni ceannais a bhaint
amach.

I'm delighted to welcome all four counties to Croke Park
today for the last series of Qualifier games that will help:
finalise our two remaining GAA Football Championship
quarter-finals.

The arrival of post-previncial championship football at
Croke Park can only mean one thing at this time of the
year — that we are inching towards the eagerly-awaited
latter stages of the campaign.

The prize on offer for all four competing counties is
areturn ticket back to the same venue a weeklater

for an encounter with one of two waiting provincial
champions - either Mayo or Monaghan —who emerged
from Connacht and Ulster respectivelyafter their recent
final successes.

The immediate challenges facing them today should
preoccupy their thinking and with good reason gwen
the quality of players and teams involved. ;

Sligo will arrive in the capital looking to atone for the -
massive disappointment that was their Connacht final
day out. They will try to do so against a Tyrone team that
has generated momentum with qualifier successés over
Limerick, Meath and Tipperary in the last few weeks.

The western seaboard will also be represented in our
otherencounter as Donegal clash with Galway.

Galway have also availed of the baclkdoor route claiming
two Ulster scalps since their reversal to Mayo. Whether
they can add Donegal to that list remains to be seen as

. they return to action for the first time since their Ulster
final defeat.

All told, it will make For an intriguing afternoon of
Football agus taim ag tnith go mérleis go pearsanta,
agus nios mé chun teacht amarach freisin.

Our 2015 championships have been well supported and
they have thrown up their share of surprise results and
story lines.

. They are in essence the shop window for the GAA,
shining a light on the reach and passion that underpin
our games in villages, towns and cities across the island
and further afield.

1. Having had the privilege of travelling across Ireland

aswell as engaging with ourinternational networlkin
recent months, itis difficult not to be impressed by the
positivity and energy that fuels our organisation.

Refocussing on today’s action, | would especially like

to wish our players, their mentors and of course our
all-important match officials every success in their
exploits and | hope supporters from all four counties in
attendance enjoy their visit to Croke Park even allowing
for the fact that we can only have two winners.

I would also like to acknowledge the ongoing support of
ourvalued sponsors, AIB, eircom and SuperValu for their
energy and imagination in helping us to market and
promote our games.

]

Aogén 0 Fearghail
Uachtaran
Cumann Luthchleas Gael
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BYC COLM KEYS JRISH !NHEPENDENT

HEN jIM .
McGUINNESS
'WAS PREPARING

 HIS DONEGAL SQUAD FOR
| LAST YEAR'S ALL-IRELAND

- FINAL AGAINST KERRYHE ~ Tomas O Flathartaand Jack
| yearsincharge.

- SPOKE OF HIS FOUR YEARS
IN CHARGE IN TERMS OF
~ AN OLYMPIC CYCLE '

- That was _l:_he optimurp__time

he felt was required to lay
‘Ehegroundwork and then

implement his strategies.

“An Olympic cycleis four
years and it's fouryears fora
.~ reason,’ he recalled

"Yo‘u‘re hoping that allthe .
development phases can be
worked through and you can

bring an athlete ora team to

. where they can com pete at
an el:te level '

True to hlS wcrd McGumness:

~ didn’t seek to look to
" another 'Gam_es.

He stepped down within

. Fouryears done. ttwas neat
and nght on cue

their pamtmns L

| .Mhrphy th_ree__each with
~ Galwayand Wicklowand =
then araft that hadjustone

Peter Creed onwas |

threeyearsand four

the helm, Brian Mclverhad

three years donein Derry, |

Sheedy signed off in'l aois

~ and Longford respectively

after Just two years tn

| extmgmshed quu:kly in both i
 cases. '

At the end oﬂast year, 14. e

FootbaH managers leFt thew

i 'posmons

years compfeted with.
Down, MeGuinness and
James Horan four each

_ with Donegal and Mayo,

Alan Mulholtand and Harry

and two seasons in charge.

| Theaveragestay forthe 14
| wasjust over two seasons in
At charge '
weeks of the Kerry defeat, B e
It may stlll be 10 years short
~ ofSeanBoylan'stimein
. charge of Meath and behind
| Atthetime onntmg'ea'rli'er 1
. this week, fourinter-county
football managers have !eFI: o

Brian Cody’s 17 seasons with
Kilkenny’s hurlers, but in the

_-context of such turnovers
sl makes Mlckey Harte s

longevityin Tyrone all the
e four |\ Moreremankable, |
- Championship campaignsat

-Thié-weé’ke-n.d he bids I:_é; I :
take his team to a 10th Aii— i

Ireland quarter- ﬁnal in 13

'Only Kerrywn:h 13 Dub[m

with 12 and Cork with 11
can better that record of |

consistency in reachmg the o
- last eight across the same |
. period of time. Mayo'sfifth
 successive Connacht t:itEe
'has earned t_hem a 10t_h ‘
_ 2 | quarter- ﬁna["appearank:e '
_ james McCartan had ﬁve L

smce Harte assumed the

HlS _Fu l:_u_re_ in _the__p.ositipn._ :
_ isstill unclear. In the past
. he has always had a year,
| sometimes two, ‘in credit’
- butnosuch arrangement
has been put in place thié’; :
 time, at least none that

has reached the pub[lc

'domaln

| Har__te tljrned 60 lasthli
.:' October, bringingto
. three the numberof2015

- managers that arestillin
. business past the milestone

 ofaseventhdecade;
~ Anothermanagerinvolved =
_ thisweekendhasalso
i passed the 60 rnarkm 'E o

o appearanceagaln
§ _-Dubllnﬁ L

o From'semm‘ m’ter—' oL

had spells in charge o
| _'_Down minors and U21 5

_ experience td the sideline:
; but are they the_exce;athn

. "Fé'bh'd"ﬁimself:&‘edly
-_";askmg "What am | Haing
o R

L :'But'lés:twe"aséﬁme that
. --.-theyoung, say under 40,
b 'Gaelrc Footbaﬂ marfageris, -




Over 50 courses to choose from.

' A single campus location boasting top
class facilities in a stunning setting.

Over 5,500 students in a friendly, open
and supportive learning environment.

Industry-focused courses providing the
skills required for rewarding careers.

A cultural and social scene that is vibrant
with live music venues, cafés, galleries,
bars and performing arts spaces.

Affordable, purpose-built student
accommodation within a 5 minuie walk.

was 35 when he went to
Offalyin 1977.

Twenty-five years ago Clare
went even further, however,
hiring a manager under 30
years of age which went
right against the grain.

But when Noel Walsh went
casting his net he had no
doubt that the young man he
had come across in military
circles was the right fit in the
right place at the right time.

John Maughan was just 28
when he took charge of Clare.
Within two years they were
Munster champions for only
the second time and the

only time from 1935 to the
present day that the prize has
gone outside Kerry or Cork.

A knee injury had cut short
his Mayo playing career at
the age of 24 so Maughan
had filled the time working
with Defence Forces teams
and a club in Galway.

But before he walked into a
Clare dressing-room where
some of the occupants were
more senior Maughan had
never managed an inter-
county team,

Problem?

“I never found it one bit
intimidating going into a
dressing room where | knew
some of the players would be
older than me, It wasn’t an
issue at all for me, norwas

it an issue for the players,”
recalled Maughan many
years later.

Not everyone enjoyed
Maughan's ease of transition,
including his own successor
in Mayo some years later, Pat
Holmes.

Maughan'’s departure

after his first stint in Mayo
paved the way for the then
33-year-old Holmes to step
in. Only four weeks earlier he
had been a Mayo player.

But on his return last autumn
fora second term as Mayo
manager, in a joint capacity
with Noel Connelly, Holmes
would reflect that he was
“ill-equipped” at the time for
such arole, despite leading
Mayo to their only national
title in 45 years.

It was the wrong decision

for him to accept it and

the wrong decision to be
offered it in the first place, he
acknowledged.

Now? Holmes should feel a
lot more equipped with the
challenges of sharing half

the load of what’s involved in
inter-county management,
having built up extensive
experience as an All-Ireland
winning U21 manager (again
in a joint capacity with
Connelly) and manager of All-
Ireland club finalists Castlebar
Mitchels.

McGee figures that the
difference between someone
in their 20s and someone in
their 50s is a lot greater now
than it was 30 or 40 years ago.

Thus, for McGrath and Harte
adaption has been a core
principle.

“It's a question of how old

is anyone? How old is their
mindset?” asked Harte in
response to questions about
age earlier this year.

“How open are they to new
ideas, how much can you
draw on what’s happened in
the past - are you a slave to
it or do you have some way of
making things different. Life
changes all the time and so it
doesin sport.”

For McGrath, physical
fitness plays a big part in
maintaining a healthy mind.

He is no stranger to 10km
runs over Slieve Martin, on
the southern edge of the
Mourne Mountains not far
from his Rostrevor home,
and regular trips to the gym.,
He was 62 in June.

When both men look around
at the teams left standing
they won’t see another
manager over 50 from the
teams left standing. But
they've learned the language
and continue to bridge the
generation gap.




MVRNAMENT

'SIGN YOUR TEAM UP NOW!

FOR MORE INFO, VISIT REDBULL IE/CULS

Salthill Knocknacarra
GAA Club
Dr Mannix Road, Galway

St Brigids GAA Club
Russell Park, Old Navan Road
Castleknock, Dublin 15

Nemo Rangers GAA Club
South Douglas Rd
Trabeg, Cork

SCORAIL

ARTAN & CIARDHA

CHUILINI, TA GO

DIREACH 200 SCOR (17~
183) AIMSITHE EATARTHU
AG TIR EOGHAIN,
SLIGEACH, GAILLIMH
AGUS DUN NA NGALL SNA
CLUICHI ATA IMEARTHA
GO DTISEOQ ACU |
MBLIANA | GCRAOBHACHA
PEILE A GCUIGI AGUS SNA
BABHTAI CAILITHE.

E DIR CHUIL AGUS

Niionann an méid cluichi
atd imeartha acu, (5 ag
Gaillimh, 4 ag Din na nGall
agus ag Tir Eoghain, péire
ag Sligeach) agus d'fhéadfai
go leorama a churamd ag
cur figidiri i gcomparaid
lena chéile. Ach is suimidil
mar sin féin agus a bhfuil de
chaint a dhéanamh ar pheil
‘dhidltach,” go mba as an

imirt a théinig 66% den 200 *

scoérsin.

go direach

AGUS

SCORALAITHE

Ar cheann an liosta scérala
ta fear ég nach raibh le
bheith ag imirt beag na
mér nuair a chuir Gaillimh
tis le Craobh 2015 i

Nua Eabhrac, ach d’fhéag
tinneas a bhuail cuid de

na himreoiri gur thosaigh
Damien Comeragus gur
scordil sé 1-4. Fuairsé 1-1
in aghaidh Liatroma, 1-2 in
aghaidh Ard Mhacha agus
ctilin in aghaidh Mhaigh
Eo, rud a fhdgann 3-8 ar
fad aige, ctilin amhain
chun cinn ar Paul Conroy
(0-16) agus Gary Sice
(1-13).

Ta scéranna aimsithe

ag Patrick McBrearty
agus ag Michael Murphy
ingach cluiche ata
imeartha ag Ddn na nGall
i gcraobhchomértas na
bliana seo, fagann an cul

exactly

a d'aimsigh sé in aghaidh
Ard Mhacha go bhfuil
farasbarr clpla ctilin
amhain ag McBrearty
(1-11) ar Mhac Ui Mhurcht
(0-12).

Té os cionn leath na
scéranna ata faighte ag

Tir Eoghain go dtiseo sa
craobh aimsithe eatarthu
ag Darren McCurry
(1-7), ag Seén Kavanagh
(0-11) agus ag Conor
McAliskey (0-15), scéranna
Faighte ag an tridr sna
ceithre chluiche.

Is & Adrian Marren
priomh-scdralai Shligigh,
na tri chiilin a fuair sé

in aghaidh Mhaigh Eo

i gCluiche Ceannais
Chonnacht le cur leis an
1-7 a fuair sé roimhe sin in
aghaidh Ros Camain.

compare

aimsithe

scored ‘ar cheann an liosta |

top of the list -

eatarthu -

between tﬁem

negative
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“draw All-Ireland

Football Chamg
the abandonrne

S

 upof former players, past = “(e) New pairingsin All-

: -:country 5 top clv:lservants " be good For the: games

: ‘toread L presentation All-lreia‘nd association.

.; “(g)| Itwouid reduce
| tensionswhich .lnevata.bEy

‘same teams. |

' ";(ﬁ):fhe sa:i‘ne'hljmbérbf
 rounds would have to be
played b both ﬁnaltsts i

‘and future Presidentsof  Ireland finals would be more
‘the GAA and some of the likely to result and this would_

_-: For change in consu:lerable (F) Itwouid strengl:hen Stlll_. 0
o detall and itis mterestmg it Further that the GAAisan =
. againfromthe GAA

 arise as aresult of frequent
encounters betweenthe

. For example under the
~old s{stem Tyrone would

| havebeen finished with

e 'cbm%etition on May 17

 thislyear. Instead, their

~ participation has lasted at
. least until August, giving

}_-purpese and reward to their"

 efforts in preparation.

introduced. And now,
almost halfa century after
the Commlssion members

. stuck their heads above :
‘the parapet, the debate

continues and submissions
have been invited once

‘membership about Further

 changestothestructureof =
. the championship. '
'Thekeyforanynew e
structureisthatitisan
i 1mprovement on what s
~ currently used. And, despite
| reservations insome
. quarters, the introduction
_ ofthe Qualifier series run -

alongside the provincial ,

L championship, has achté%ged
the targets set backin 20@21

|

2

e

smarting from their
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THEY OUTCLASSED TYRONE | B335 an Ch O

AT CROKE PARK IN ROUND
4 OF THE ALL-IRELAND
QUALIFIERS.

iration as Sligo
OUtshoot Tyrone

ek o g A B

B o

Managed by Peter Ford, the
Yeats County were enjoying
asuperb season and they
would go on to take Armagh
to areplay in the quarter-
final, where they lost by 1-16
to 0-17 in Navan, eventually
ending their remarkable
summer odyssey against a
side that would goontowin ; :
the All-Ireland title. ‘ CLIFFOR

L FeTRICAY

T

it The Round 4 win over Tyrone,
' though, was the shock of the
summer, especially when
you consider that the Red
Hands would go on to win
the All-Ireland title the next
year, though they were under
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QUALIFIER RECORD:
SLIGO

SLIBEADH

Sligo 2-14 Carlow
Sligo 0-16 Kildare
Dublin 3-17 Sligo
Sligo 1-14 Tyrone
Donegal 0-16 Sligo
Clare 1-15 Sligo
Sligo 0-18 LongFord
Sligo 1-11 Kildare

Sligo 1-13 Clare
Cork 3-13 Sligo
Sligo 1-7 Down
Sligo 1-7 Leitrim
Westmeath 1-12 Sligo
Sligo 1-13 Tipperary
Kerry 0-14 Sligo
Down 3-20 Sligo
Wicklow  1-18 Sligo
Kildare 0-13 0-4 Sligo
Derry 0-15 0-8 Sligo

Sligo 0-12 0-10 Limerick
Cork 0-21 1-11 Sligo

PLAYED 22, WON 11, LOST 11

TOP MARKSMEN
Mark Breheny
Adrian Marren
Dessie Sloyan
Sedn Davey
Stephen Coen

Sligo 0-12 0-10 Wicklow °
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SPONSORS

SLIGEACH

OFFICIAL
SPONSORS

|

BLIGEAGH

coIL CUILINT 45M

SAOR CICEANNA

Tst
HALF

2nd
HALF

TOTAL

TIREOGHAIN N

ROGHNOIRI: Niall Carew (Bainisteoir), Ronan Sweeney, Keith Carty

Rossa O Donnabhdin

ROSS DONAVAN
Clairsigh an Oirthear

Caoldin Mac Amhlaigh

KEELAN CAWLEY

Cuil Irra-Leathros

Aodhan O Dubhanaigh

AIDAN DEVANEY

Calraigh Naomh ldsef

Caoimhin O Dénaill

Caisledin Ui Conchubhair

culL CUILINT 45M SAOR CICEANNA
1st
HALF
2nd
HALF
TOTAL
Domhnail & Miadhaigh
KEVIN McDONNELL '8 DANIEL MAYE
Tobar an Choire
Eoghan O Flannagéin
EOIN FLANAGAN

Brenddin Mac Aogain
BRENDAN EGAN

MNaombh Uinsean

Cian Mac an Breithitnaigh
CIAN BREHENY

Maomh Muire

Brian O Corrdin
BRIAN CURRAN

Tobar an Choire

Daithi O Ceallaigh

DAVID KELLY

Tobar an Choire

FIRIONAID *

16. Fiontdin O Rodaigh 19.
FINTAN RUDDY
Naomh Muire

17. Eoghan Mac Aodha 20.
EOQIN McHUGH

Naomh Sheamais

OFFICIAL
SPONSORS

Niall O Murcha

Naomh Eoin

[N NIALL MURPHY

Cuil Irra-Leathros

Marcus Mac an BreithiGnaigh (C.)

MARK BREHENY

Naomh Muire

Padraig O hAodha

1} PAT HUGHES

Gacbach

Nollaig @ Gachain 21,

NOEL GAUGHAN

Tuarloistreain

Lucas O Bré 22,

LUKE BREE

Cuil rra-Leathros

Criostéir O Daibhi 23.

CRIOSTOIR DAVEY
Cuil Aine-Mullach na Breine

Padraig O Cleirigh
PADRAIG CLARKE

Maomh Padraig
Brian Mac Aogdin

BRIAN EGAN

Tuarloistreain

Néill Mac Eoghain

NEIL EWING

Droim Cliabh-Ros Ceite

Adrian O Mearndin
ADRIAN MARREN

Curraigh

24. Cathal Mac Einri
CATHAL HENRY

Tuarloistreain
25. Séamas O hEidhin

JAMES HYNES
Naemh Fearnain

Stiofdin Mac Giolla Mhairtin 26. Cionnaith Mac Suibhne
KENNETH SWEENEY
Gaobach

STEPHEMN GILMARTIN
Tobar an Choire

ROGHNOIR: Micheal O hAirt (Bainisteoir)

Aodhdn Mac Ruairi

AIDAN McCRORY

Aireagal Chiaréin

Ronén Mac an Aba

RONAN McNABB

An Droim Mar

Colm Caomhénach

COLM CAVANAGH

An Mhaigh

Tiarnan Mac Cana
m TIERNAN McCANN

Coill an Chlochair

Darren Mac Camhrai

Niall © Muireagdin
NIALL MORGAN

Eadan na dTorc

Ronan Mac Con Midhe

RONAN McNAMEE
Achadh Ui Ardin

Seosamh Mac Mathina

JOE McMAHON
An Omaigh

Ruairi O Braondin
RORY BRENNAN

Tri Leac

Peadar O hAirt

PETER HARTE

Aireagal Chiardin

Maitiv G Dannaile
u MATTIE DONNELLY

Tri Leac

Marcas O Brolchéin

MARKBRADLEY

Coill an Chlochair

Sean Caomhanach (C.)

Conchur Mac Maoilir

CONOR MEYLER
An Omaigh

Conchuir Mac Conuisce

DARREN McCURRY SEAN CAVANAGH CONNOR McALISKEY
Eadan na dTorc An Mhaigh Cluain Eo
FIH In"n'n 18. Risteard O Donnaile 21. Condl Mac Cana 24. Cathal Mac Sedin
RICHIE DONNELLY CONALL McCANN CATHAL McSHANE
Trileac Coill an Chochair E. R. Ui Néill
16. Michedl O Néill 19. Peadar O hAodha 22. Saerbhreathach MacMathina 25. Ronan O Néill
MICHAEL O’NEILL PETER HUGHES JUSTIN McMAHON RONAN O’MEILL
Cluain Eo Eiscreach An Omaigh An Omaigh
17.  Conchur G Chleirigh 20. Dénal Mac Giolla Bhride  23. Padraig Mac an Ultaigh 26. Barra O Tighearnaigh
CONOR CLARKE DANNY McBRIDE PADRAIG McNULTY BARRY TIERNEY
An Cmaigh An Srath Ban Dun Geanainn An Omaigh
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QUALIFIER RECORD:
TYRONE

(¥-1) MoV

(¥-1) LNOYS

Tyrone WexFord
Tyrone 0-7 Leitrim
Tyrone 1-12 Derry

Sligo 0-12 Tyrone
Tyrone 0-10 Down
Tyrone 0-11 Galway
Tyrone 2-4 Laois
Tyrone 1-7 Monaghan
Tyrone 2-16 Louth
Tyrone 1-7 Louth

Laois 0-6 Tyrone
Tyrone 1-10  Louth
Tyrone 1-7 Westmeath
Tyrone 1-9 Mayo
Tyrone 0-15  Longford
Tyrone 0-13 Armagh
Tyrone 1-14 Roscommon
Tyrone 0-8 Roscommon
Kerry 1-6 Tyrone
Tyrone 0-8 Offaly
Tyrone 1-7 Roscommon
Tyrone 0-12 Kildare
Tyrone 2-9 Meath
Tyrone 0-10  Louth
Armagh 0-13 0-10 Tyrone
Tyrone 1-14 0-8 Limerick
Tyrone 1-10 0-11 Meath
Tyrone 0-19 0-7 Tipperary
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PLAYED 28, WON 23, DREW 1, LOST 4

l=}
o
3
=
{2}
=)
=
o
2
o
o
=
3
=
=
m
o
=
m
=
ol
-]
2
|
=
m
=
=
o
=2
=
o
=
8
a
b=
=]
2
=)
e
3
(]
o
er
=
=
=
2]
(]
E
=
=
(=]
2
=
o.
i
3
=
a
0
=
=]
<
&
L
=
g
=
o
=
£
(=]
L

TOP MARKSMEN
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Sean Cavanagh

Stephen O'Neill
Darren McCurry
Owen Mulligan

Peter Harte




GALWAY CLASSIC

BY KEITH DUGGAN, THE IRISH TIMES

THE MOMENT AT ALL,

HE MAY FIND THE FACT
THAT IT IS 12 YEARS OLD
THE MOST SHOCKING
PART.

I F KEVIN WALSH RECALLS

It was on the August Bank
Holiday of 2003 that
Donegal and Galway last
met in Croke Park for an
All-Ireland quarter final
that few would have pre-
dicted at the outset of that
year’s championship. As it
turned out, Galway were on
the descending curve of a
Fabulous five-year arc while
Donegal were writing one
of their episodic tales of
the unexpected. Thanks to
Walsh, they couldn’t shake
one another off.

The details of the drawn
match have almost been
forgotten: Donegal went
0-7 to 0-2 ahead before
gifting the Galway men
with a primary school goal
which left Brian McEniff,
the Donegal manager,
reflective afterwards. “We
spoke about not doing
those things but it’s in

the Donegal psyche to
play pure football all the
time,” he said. Both teams
entertained the noticn of
winning it in the second

half but with time running
out and Galway trailing
0-14to 1-10, Walsh almost
seemed to lose patience as
he demanded the ball at
midfield and sent a huge,
booming point over the
bar, It was the score that
defined the match and the
replay was announced for
Castlebar for some six days
later, a Saturday evening
throw-in. Both counties
considered the location as
something of a slight and a
demotion.

As it turned out, that
Castlebar replay marked
the last sideline meeting
of twe managers who
shaped Gaelic football in
Connacht and Ulster: John
0’Mahony and McEniff.
0’Mahony’s Galway had
won the All-Ireland titles
0f 1998 and 2001 playing
a brand of football that
seemed like a salute to
their 1960s predecessors
and there are still plenty in
the county who will argue
that they would have won
the 2000 final against
Kerry, too, had Walsh not
bean forced off injured in
the replay. It is impossible
to underestimate the big
Qughterard man'’s presence
on that team. By 2003, the

RECALLING A DONEGAL-

team was still considered

a contender but there

was a fear that it had lost
some essential edge or the
ability to close games out.
The Failure to take care of
Donegal in Croke Park was
interpreted as further proof
and led to a testy week of
analysis.

For Donegal’s presence in
the last eight was contrary
to all reasonable evidence.
McEniff had returned

to management after a
ten-year absence after
heading up a committee to
find a successor to Mickey
Maran, only to discover
that nobody wanted the
job. So he stepped into the
void. In that year’s league,
McEniff was taken aback
by the physical strength

of opposition teams as
Donegal were relegated
from Division I. It got worse:
he took a team to Brewster
Park which was knocked
out of the championship

by Fermanagh by 0-10

to 0-6, a defeat which
prompted a phone call to
his cousin and godfather of
Tyrone football, Art McRory.
Whatever they spoke about
worked. Donegal went to
qualifier rehab’: soothing
wins over Longford, Sligo

ian McEniff

and Tipperary led to an
eye-opening 3-15to
2-10 dispatch of Down at
Clones. Against all odds,
McEniff had brought
another Donegal team
back to Croke Park.

That evening, August
10th, MacHale Park was
crowded and sun baked.
Donegal supporters were
enjoying the bonus of

a long summer. Galway
people wondered if there
was another All-Ireland in
their team. There wasn’t.
Donegal led by 0-13 to
0-6 with 20 minutes to go
and those in attendance
got to witness what was -
in essence the last stand
of a great team. Galway
came roaring backinto

it as time ebbed away,
outscoring Donegal 0-5
to 0-1 and would have
manufactured a goal to
claim another draw but for
a priceless goal line block

by Four Masters defender
Shane Carr from Matthew
Clancy’s whipped effort.
Just like that, McEniff had
worked another miracle.
Afterwards, Walsh spoke
about a week during which
the team had been openly
criticised.

“I Felt it was over the top.
But | think this Galway
team has been given a
lot of great years since
1998 and we are still
not finished. The back-
door system has helped
Donegal and | wish them
the best of luck. It will
take a good team to beat
them. But let the experts
criticise both teams all
they like. Maybe it is
time they copped on to
themselves.”

In late August, Donegal
met Armagh in the All-
Ireland semi-final, a team
as stern and fastidious

as they were cavalier
and expressive. Donegal
suffered an undeserved
sending-off and lost by
2-10to 1-9.

It was Brian McEniff’s last
day as manager of Donegal.
The following summer, John
0’Mahony stepped down as
manager of Galway.

Both men may well be in
the crowd today for this
evening’s encounter, the
first Croke Park meeting of
the counties since Walsh’s
thunderous score. The
tables have turned. Galway
supporters are eager to

see just how far Walsh can
bring his young team. The
Donegal crowd arrives
hopeful that their team can
extend what has been arun
of unforgettable, brilliant
summers.

They may find themselves
backin Castlebar.



QUALIFIER RECORD:

DONEGAL

2001 Donegat
Kildare
2002 - Donegal
2003 Donegal
Donegal
Dohegal
Donegal
2004 Fermanagh
2005  Donegal
Cavan
2006 Donegal
2007 - Donegal
Donegal
Monaghan
2008 i‘k‘megai
Monaghan
2009  Donegal
Bonegal
Donegal
Danegal
2010  Armagh

2013 Donegal

PLAYED

TOP MARKSMEN

dan Devent

el Murphy

im McFadden

Brian Roper

Christy Toye

Fermanagh
Donegal
Meath
Longford

ligo

Lo

Tipperary

Down

Doneq.

Wicklow
Donegal
Fermanagh
Leitrim
Westmeath
Donegal
Roscommion
Donegal
Carlow
Clare

Derry
Galway
Donegal
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CUILINI

45M SAOR CICEANNA

st
HALF

2nd
HALF

TOTAL

ROGHNOIRI: Rory Gallagher (Bainisteoir), Jack Cooney, Gary McDaid

P46l O Durcain
1 PAUL DURKIN

Baile Baoddin,Naomh Eanna

Padraig Mac Craith Niall Mac Aoidh
2 PADDY McGRATH & NEIL McGEE
Ard an Ratha Gaoth Dobhair
Riain Mac Aodha Antoin Mac Tomaéis
% RYAN McHUGH { ANTHONY THOMPSON

Cill Chartha Naomh Conaill

Niall O Gallchéir

£ NEIL GALLAGHER

Gleann Suaili

Odhrén Mac Niallais

ODHRAN MAC NIALLAIS
Gaoth Dobhair

Criostdir O Tuathaigh

1l CHRISTY TOYE 1

MNaomh Michedl

Micheal O Murchi (C.)

MICHAEL MURPHY

Padraig Mac Breartaigh

1% PATRICK McBREARTY 10

Cill Chartha Gleann Stili
ERD % Bl “’i} B 18. Déaglan Breathnach 21. Aodh Mac Phaidin
Jﬁf SEE B &g‘!&e & §
DECLAN WALSH HUGH McFADDEN
Malainn Ma Cealla Beaga
16.  Marc A Mac Fhionnghaile 19. Mairtin O Raghallaigh 22, Leo Mac Giolla Uain
MARK A. McGINLEY MARTIN O’ REILLY LEO McLOONE
Naomh Michedl Sean Mac Cumhaill Naomh Conaill
17. Eamonn O Dochartaigh 20. Daithi Breathnach 23. Gary Mac Phaidin
EAMONN DOHERTY DAVID WALSH GARY McFADDEN
Naomh Adhamhndin Naomh Brid Gleann Suili

OFFICIAL
SPONSORS

12

18

Eamonn Mac Aoidh

EAMONN McGEE
Gaoth Dobhair

Proinsias Mac Fhloinn

FRANK McGLYNN

Gleann Fhinne

Mairtin Mac Giolla Chainnigh

2 MARTIN McELHINNEY
Naomh Micheél

Marc Mac Aodha

MARK McHUGH
Cill Chartha

Colm Antoin Mac Phaidin

COLM A. McFADDEN
Naomh Micheal

24. Eoin Ban O Gallchsir

EOIN BAN GALLAGHER
Ma Cealla Beaga
25. Ciaran Mac Fhionnghaile

CIARAN McGINLEY
Cill Chartha

26. Donall Mac Lachlainn
DANIEL McLAUGHLIN
Naomh Michedl

Super\Valu |

cuUIL CUILING 45M SAOR CICEANNA

ROGHNOIRI: Kevin Walsh (Bainisteoir), Brian Silke, Séan Conlon

Brian O Donnacha

BRIAN O’'DONOGHUE
Baile Ciar na Gaillimhe
Séan O Duain Finian O hAinle
n JOHNNY DUANE FINIAN HANLEY
Naomh Séamus Bothar na Tra/Cnoc na Cathrach

Liam O Sioda Garrai 0 Domhnaill
LIAM SILKE GARY O’DONNELL
Corafinne Réalta Thuama

Fiontén O Curraoin Tomas G Fhloinn

FIONTAN O CURRAOIN

Michedl Breathnach

P61 G Connaire (C.)
n PAUL CONROY

Naomh Séamus

Baile Atha an Ri

Garrai O Saigheas

GARY SICE

Corafinne

Adrian Mac an Bhearlaigh Damien O Ciaragéin

ADRIAN VARLEY DAMIEN COMER
Seamraige Corkiin Anach Cuain
F'n In“nln 18, Eadbhard de hGra 21. Peadar Og O Griofa
EDDIE HOARE PEADAR OG O GRIOFA
Naomh Michéal Michéal Breatnach
16. Manus Breathnach 19. Deaglén O Cadhain 22. Padraig Mac Suibhne
MANUS BREATHNACH DECLAN KYNE PATRICK SWEENEY
An Spideal An Fhairche Cill Ainnin
17.  Sean Denvir 20, Michedl O Mairtin 23. Ronan Mac Eachaidh
SEAN DENVIR MICHAEL MARTIN RONAN STEEDE
Michéal Breathnach Baile an Mhuilinn Corafinne

- Supervalu '

OFFICIAL
SPONSORS

Cathal Mac Suibhne

CATHAL SWEENEY
Cill Ainnin

Geardid Breadseach

GARETH BRADSHAW

i Maigh Cuilinn

THOMAS FLYNN

Michedl Mac Giolla Fiondain

MICHAEL LUNDY

Corafinne

Donal @ Coimin

DANNY CUMMINS

Baile Clar na Gaillimhe

24. Eanna O Tiarnaigh
ENDA TIERNEY
Uachtar Ard

25, P4l Mac an Bhearlaigh
PAUL VARLEY
Seamrdige Corkiin

26, Seadhna Breathnach
SHANE WALSH
Cill Choirin-Cluain Bheirne
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QUALIFIER RECOR
GALWAY

(¥-1)0ve

Galway Wicklow
Galway Armagh
Galway Cork
Galway Louth
Tyrone Galway
Westmeath Galway
Meath Galway
Donegal Galway
WexFord Galway

Meath Galway

HWITUVYD

Antrim Galway
Galway Tipperary
Galway Waterford
Galway Armagh

Cork 1-16 Galway

‘sujwiin) Auueq ‘Asueay Auuyof ‘Apun [eayoily ‘ejorn 0 bg Jepeaq
‘[Isunog,o Aien ‘Aosuo) |neqd ‘Asusams jeyies ‘aueng Auuyof “nauag ueas ‘fauaams yared :(4-1) LNON4

Galway 4-17 4-12 Tipperary
Galway 1-12 0-12 Armagh

Galway 1-11 0-8 Derry

PLAYED 18, WON 10, LOST 8

‘8015 fuep awo)) uslwe( Meyspeag yisies ‘Aspiep ned ‘sufy ueppag ‘Lie [PEYDIW ‘Ayeq wog

TOP MARKSMEN
Michael Meehan
Padraic Joyce
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Paul Conroy
Sedn Armstrong
Danny Cummins




HAVE MET IN THE

CLOSING ROUND
OF THE ALL-IRELAND
QUALIFIERS BEFORE WITH
THEIR LAST ENCOUNTER
AT THIS JUNCTURE PLAYED
OUT IN THE PICTURESQUE
SURROUNDINGS OF
MARKIEVICZ PARK ON JULY
27,2009

A little over 8,000 of the
faithful turned up for the
fixture and they were were

well rewarded with a contest

that went down to the wire.

Six days previously, Galway
lost a hectic ecnounter
with Mayo in the Connacht
final whereas Donegal, who
had performed abjectly
against Antrim in the Ulster
Championship, had been
building momentum nicely
through the Qualifiers with
wins over Carlow, Clare and
Derry. i

This proably bestowed the
mantle of Favourites (slight)

on Donegal, but when Sean

Armstrong lifted Galway

into a two-point advanatage

at the 46th minute the
Tribesmen looked the more
likely winners. However,
the Ulster outfit had the
better of the closing quarter
as the six-day turnaround
hampered Galway.

ONEGAL AND GALWAY

1

Tesl ot of e Barse top five Topwands
reduding Meennin i mere soraps with
His conttant Fritating prosanie

Mechan still msnaged e points
from play, but his threat wes never
aliovwedd 10 e by ey

With Lacey's efth nales Barry Dun
fign ahd Mondghan 'l defending
rutfilessly arid Kevig Cassich provicing
Torwind thiust throoghont, Donegal
Had the betier platform,

Gty s faflure in the last quarter
will Inevitably point to the six-day
furnoverthey were faeed with, but Sheir
managel Liam Sammon refused 1o
MARE ExCise,

T done dhink o was i Gimci,
Ihey ke that they wero very dlose st
week anid that they conld hive won it
Fhiey wamed 1o redecm themaeivig
today. Donegal were coming off the
back of three wine, which helped; but [
Wertohy'E pot B doven a e oxcnde reals

¥

O she question. of bis own. future
| Shnumon sald he weuld be avaglabile if
required o see out his third vear,

"L svould [k 1o onptinne on, U just
Irke to see Galway football mprove and
wmﬁmn: timprove and be thereabouts
Iy given yean 181 can Beln iz auy
gm;n Wity to-do that then ves [ would

o ik .

1 ably,

nevitably, there will bie speculation
about Padeaic Jeyeeds fistiine, but the Gl
way talisman s entitled to put that
decision on hold unstl there aresix bet- |
ter forvards available for seleetion,

_ The most insightfal statistic was pro-
vided it the mateh prygamme, revead.
Ing 4 wins for Donegal from 18 quakfier
games. That gives thema Fipe recoril,
behind only Kerry, Dublin and Tyrane.

Despite their early-season setbarks
Doherty always sensed thepe were hig
performances in his team.

°1 always felt we weren't Boing to
b(m-wmflhi.schunpiam}upml.huut
producing something:

"It tould have turned sooner had we
we been playing one of the lop teams
carly on Maybe thechampionship came
along a bit too early for us from the
point of view of not having much foothall
pqughﬁ-'

€y can't complain about that now
4 they prepare fora fourth All-[reland
Quarter-final of the decade.
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Energy for !

KNOW YOUR

?; ESB IS PROUD TO BE | FOOTBALL QUALIFIERS
THE OFFICIAL ENERGY ' §

| PARTNER TO THE GAA

ESB has been proudly supporting the GAA since
2012 and we are now helping GAA Clubs

Light The Way On Energy Efficiency through
the "EnergyFit” Programme.

Offcial Energy Partner

‘The top individual

return in the All-lreland
Qualifiers last season was
Sean Quigley’s 2-8 for
Fermanagh at O’'Moore

Park when the visitors

lost out to Laois. The
Roslea sharp-shooter
recorded anather
14-point return this year
{all white flags) when

_the Ernesiders overcame

Antrim at Er_m'iskillen in
Round 2A. However, both

- of Quigley’s excellent

returns are a couple of
points shy of the Qualifier
record which is jointly
held by Matty Forde of

‘WexFord and Limerick’s

lan Ryan. The Maodel
County ace notched 2-10
for the Slaneysiders when
they defeated Offaly

on home turfin 2004
while four years later the
Shannonsider was also on
Familiar gound as he hit
3-7 in Limerick’s win over

‘Meath.

Sedn Quigley

Winning Four All-Ireland
Qualifier matches in

the one season is by

no means a unique
occurrence and indeed
Westmeath managed just
that Feat in the maiden

year of the format when

they defeated Wexford
(replay), Limerick, Louth

| and Mayo to qualify

for the quarter-finals.
Roscommon, Armagh,
Dublin, Kildare and Meath
are among the other
counties to repeat that
feat but to date just one
county — Donegal - has
managed it twice. In 2003
they defeated Longford,
Sligo, Tipperary and
Down while six years later
Carlow, Clare, Derry and
Galway were their victims.
Tyrone did the Four-in-a-
row in 2013 for the first
time having come close
11 years earlier only to

be denied by Sligo. Two
years ago the Red Hand
beat Offaly, Roscommon,
Kildare and Meath en-
route to the ‘last eight’
and can emulate that
achievement with victory
over Sligo today following
wins over Limerick, Meath
and Tipperary.




Imecgettiganspubs

NA REITEOIRI

RORY HICKEY CLARE

UPLOAD USING THE REVELANT HASHTAG
Donegal: #McGettigansLK | Galway: #McGettigansGWY

@mcgettigansgwy
@mcgettiganslk

*One winner per outlec. Prize is nan transforable. Terms & conditions apply.

SLIGO VTYRONE

SEND US A SELFIE SHOWING YOUR SUPPORT FORYOUR COUNTY
+.ON GAME DAYAND WIN A MEAL FOR 4 WITH A BOTTLE OF WINE*

LETTERKENNY E UMEF\ICK | GALWAY

www.mcgettigans.com

KERNAN ON
FOOTBALL

m, N JUNE 24, 2012,

| DOWN STAGED

# A REMARKABLE

SECOND-HALF COMEBACK
TO BREAK MONAGHAN’S
HEARTS IN THE ATHLETIC
GROUNDS AND END THEIR
HOPES OF REACHING THE

ULSTER FINAL.
A rnenmith [Ebar Hhey edisd the

All—lreland iacel:ojlfaeisythei
Mdﬁm@@m@y

A number! ofkey personnel ;
would surely sign off on t

o county careers wntho_ul; any

championship silverware after

" Foralminority) F'playf_a_‘rs,

trophies and awards,

county board. They wanted

an input into the search
for a new manager and top
of their list was Malachy
O'Rourke.

Their situation then
reminds me of my own club
Crossmaglen in 2009. We
had lost to Kilmacud Crokes
in the All-Ireland club final

and followed that up in
ember by losing in the
gh Championship for
rst time since 1995.

he end ofan era,

Crossmaglen got the men

they desired. Malachy

O’'Rourke was the new man
in charge for Monaghan

in 2013 while my former
teammates Tony McEntee
and Gareth O’Neill led us
into 2010. We now know
they were the correct
choices for the roles. Their
tactical brains, leadership
and ability to get the best
out of their players have
been outstanding.



BHUR DTACAIOCHT

HE LATTER STAGES
B OF THE ALL-IRELAND

SERIES ARE NOW
UPON US AND OUR 2015
CHAMPIONSHIPS HAVE
ALREADY PROVEN TO
BE HUGELY POPULAR
WITH SPECTATORS

- AND SUPPORTERS OF

THE 34 TEAMS THAT
COMPETE IN OUR SENIOR
COMPETITIONS.

" Inrecent weeks, the Focus

has moved away from our
provincial championships
as the All-treland series
take centre-stage but,
either way, the GAA has
as an organisation worked

. _hard, with the support of

oursponsors, to promote

- and market ourgames in
. an effort to make them
~as appealing a prospect

as possible to the largest
number of people.

Your presence here today —
and that of so many others.
—helps malke our games the
unigue occasions they are,
thanks to the colour and
unrivalled atmosphere that
goes hand in hand with our

_ match days.

- However, your patronage

'YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS.
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH AS

also helps to run the
Association from top to
bottom with as much as 82
per cent of the funds we
generate re-invested across
the wider GAA family.

So whether it's games
development, the provision
of facilities at club, county or

- national level, the training of
- county squads or the myriad

40

of other uses for these funds,

your presence and support
makes a difference in the
day- to-day running of
Cumann Lathchleas Gael.

Thankyou foryour support,
thankyou for being here
and thank you for helping to
malke a difference.

Armbuiochas
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r more details contact your local GAA club or call:

LIGO

I'YRONE

ONEGAL

ALWAY

Liam Og Gormley 086 8254420

Anne Daly 028 85567723

Michael Murphy 086 6003159

Tom McManus 087 2612089




Permanent
Nursing Jobs in Ireland

) Immediate job offers -no panels
) Upto€1500 relocation expenses relmbursed”
) Upto€49s RMBt Registration costs reimbursed®

Funded post graduate education as appropriate to the needs of the service*

e AT

f Kate COWhig meméﬁ#um
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83 Merrion Square | Dublin 2 | Ireland +353 1671 5557
31 Scuthampton Row | London | UK WCIB 5HJ +44 207 B33 8330
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ON SALE NOW

HE GAA IS PROUD TO
! SUPPORT THE MARIA

GORETTI FOUNDATION,
WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED AS
A RESULT OF JOHN HANLON
RECOGNISING A PROFOUND
NEED IN HIS HOME COUNTY
OF LOUTH FOR PARENTS OF
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
AND OTHER HEALTH
CONDITIONS.

Following nine years of
development and planning,
the Maria Goretti Foundation,
with the help of John's fFamily,
opened its doors to welcome
the first children in September
2014. It provides 24 hour care.

The Foundation welcomes
children with different needs
and offers them a ‘home from
home’ while their parents and
care providers are afforded a
break. The success of its work
has been immediate.

Carefully seeking to
understand the needs of
each child, the Foundation
researches their personal

room, adding to the even drapping them off at

preferences. Bedrooms are
decorated accordingly and
personalised. Every time a
child stays at the Foundation,
he or she stays in the same

experience of it being a form
of ‘sleepover club’ for them.

Children’s normal daily
routines are followed,

and picking them up from
school. The typical stay is 48
hours long, though it can be
adjusted depending on the
requirements of families.

The GAA is delighted to partner with this organisation for 2015 and acknowledges its vital
work in communities in the north-east.

For more information on how you can help go to: www.mariagoretti.ie




CROKE PARK STADIUM SAFETY
AND GENERAL INFORMATION

REGULATIONS
Péirc an Chrécaigh

1. Ali persons entering this ground are
admitted only subject to the following
Rules (which are designated to protect
the Health and Safety of all entrants to
the ground}. Entry to the ground shail
be deemed to constitute unqualified
acceptance of all of these Rules.

2. The management reserves the right of
admission.

3. The instructions of the stewards must
be obeyed at all times,

4. All persons entering the ground agree
to be searched by a member of the
Garda Siochdna.

5. Every person (including infants)
entering the ground must have a ticket.

6. Thefollowing are not permitted:

Entry upon the pitch or engaging in

conduct that causes or is likely to cause

injury or harm to, or otherwise
interferes with, disrupts, hinders, or
distracts a person playing in, refereeing
or otherwise having a role in a match at
this ground.

Any unauthorised contact with the

boundary wall surrounding the pitch or

incurston on to the pitch. Any such
unauthorised contact or incursion
constitutes a trespass to property.

The climbing of floodlights or other

pylons, stands or other buildings, Such

behavior constitutes a trespass to
property.

6.4 Throwing of objects onto the pitch.

6.5 Remaining or loitering in any gangway
or aisle.

6.6 Behaving in an offensive orindecent
manner,

6.7 Bringing of alcohol into the groeund.

6.8 Bringing into the ground of fireworks,

smoke canisters, bottles, glasses, cans,

flags, banners, poles, distress signats,
laser pointers and similar articles or
containers, including anything which
could or might be used as a weapon.

Excessive noise such as that from the

use of radio sets or other appliances

and behaviour likely to cause confusion
or nuisance of any kind including Foul
or abusive language.

7. Ifaperson commits a trespass,
reasonable force may be used to
prevent, restrain or terminate any
trespass.

8. Where a person is in breach of any of
these rules, er where the management
believes that a person constitutes a
source of danger to others, or to the
ground, such person may be refused
entry or ejected from the ground, and
reasonable force may be used for that
purpose.

L

6.

o

6.

w

6,

o

Safel:y and General ini‘ormatwn

CROKE PARK

Safety Notice _
In the interests of safety, patrons will not be allowed to enter the

playing area after the games.

The policy to prehibit such encroachment in the future has been
taken to avoid further injuries and possible fatality and has been
taken on the advice and promptings of the safety authorities,
namely the Gardai, Dublin City Council, Fire Brigade and the HSE.
The full co-operation of supporters is requested to avoid serious
injury and to ensure that games can be enjoyed without resource to
fencing or avoidable obstructions to seeing action from all vantage
points.

Togetherwe can ensure that the Croke Park experience is both
enjoyable and safe, particularly for the young and vulnerable.

Smolking Policy
Croke Park now operates a No Smoking policy except in
designated areas of the ground.

O ®

Medical Assistance

First Aid Centres are located in the following areas:
Davin Stand/Cusack Stand Level 3: Section 313
Hogan Stand Level 3: Section 333
Cusack Stand Level 7 : Section 702
Davin/Cusack Stand Level 7; Section 724
Dineen/Hill 16 Cusack Side: Section A
Medical Centre: Hogan Players Tunnei

Lost Children m

Lost children will be brought te the above First Aid Centres.

Please play your part by co-operating
with the Greener On and off the pitch
initiatives at the Stadium and using the
recycling stations provided.

Please log onto
www.crokepark.ie/about/sustainability
for Further information.

We believe
in local

FOOTBALL

ALLIRELAND SENIOR
CHAMPIONSHIP

SuperValu

Real Food, Real People

SuperValu

PROUD SPONSOR

: OFFICIAL TICKET AGENT
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