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Check out The Family Funzone in the Davin Car Park

It’s free Lo match ticket holders and open today from 11.30am-3.00pm
Activities for the young and young at heart include:

= Big Match Preview with former and * Balloon modelers
current football greats = GAA Handball Wall
M - Largescreen - « Have your picture taken with the Sam Maguire cup
= Skills game cage = Novelty Games

= Interactive football gGames

Access to the Funzene is off NCR (beyond Gill's pub) and From the Russell Street Bridge entrance (Jones's Rnad) i

Nothing beats being here
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omh maith le ceann na sinsear.

ichaill Guidhim gach rath ar na himreoirf, ar
ilinia bhionn lucht a mbainistiochta, a dtraenélaithe
in san direamh mar agus ar lucht a riartha.

allar chiirsai sabhailteachta.

nn do Dhaoine Fasta (lad sitid is Chomh tabhachtach céanna té an rél a
sine na Ogdnaigh). bheidh ag feidhmeannaigh na gcluichi
trathnéna agus ta siil agam go
) € an la mor ag na daoine ar fad ar Ceadaionn seo dtiinn Freastal a mbainfidh siadsan freisin ard-shasamh
ansa lea an Pheil Ghaelach, ni amhin sa dhéanamh ar na riachtanais atd ag 4r as an deis, nach dtagann an bealach go
tirseo, ach freisin in 4iteacha thar lear n-imreoiri ar fad. minic ach aon uair amhain,
ina bhfuil Eireannaigh bailithe. Riamh : '

cheana ni raibh oiread suime san écaid Nil foléir ddinn a chinntiti go bhFuil Mar chroilar sai

thar lear agus ta na milte imirceach as déthain cluichi ar fail do dhéagéiri sa tam

Dinna nGall agus as Maigh Eo fillte ar chaoi agus go leanfaidh siad orth

Phdirc an Chrécaigh inniu. Geallaim imirt ar gluichf. “Imirag

déibh go bhfuil failte agus fiche rompu 3 : } : :

ar ais indr measc, Pe arbith cacia Lrhal s na n-imreoiri, a

bhféa i ' d'ama Féin go deonach
: freisin ar nddigh. N4 ligimis a thabhacht
sinas ar gcuimhne go deo.

> dtabharfar deis do gach duine ar Focal bufochais faoi leith don lucht
an leo sin a dhéanamh a dtuairim{ leanta a rinne Freastal ar na cluichf i rith

faoin bPeil Ghaelach a nochtadh. Ta an tsamhraidh agus déibh sitid a raibh
mé ag stil go moér le toradh a geuid sé de adh orthu ticéad a. Fhali do
Bhuaigh an da fhoireann craobhacha a oibre agus leis na moltai a thiocfaidh.  chluichian lae inniu

gevigi agus chuireadar foirne a raibh uathu.

ceapadh méir diobh de dhroim seoil. Ta

diogras faoi leith le brath sa d4 chontae  Feirne as Cliige Laighean ataag
agusis léiridi sin aran meas atd arna geluiche na miondr— th
himreairi ag alucht a leanta. '

-mbeidh an |4 chom
. gceann a bhfuil suil

~ agobalras ldmha a chéile san am atd le
theacht.

-aguss bhFéachtas €0 Frelsin t4
bualte acu ar Thir Eoghain,

Rath Dé ar an Obair
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e peoplewhohavea  chance to doso. | look forward to our senior sponsors eircom, SuperValu
T sachic Football, not just their findings and to the suggestions and Ulster Bank and to our minor

hﬂﬂ around the globe they will make. partners Electric Ireland for the passi
s it diay of days. Never has and creativity they bring toour
‘et fowem owr diaspora been so In today’s minor game we have an all- competition. We look fol

s amd Bhowsands of Mayo and Leinster pairing and a re-match of ‘working with them i
Nl pzople from around the that province’s final which Dublin won -

sl todiay descend on Croke on the way to what is their second
s Lt ome assure them that they consecutive All-Ireland final
st welicome back amongst us. appearance.

e N2 campionship was by any Meath showed admirable
St 2 s=markable competition. We  qualities in their
Sl contests, close results and ~ Mayo and als:

iy we=and with the most unique and f
siimpai 28-Ireland finals. Both:

ar’s final reversal
ds of Tipperary. All told it
‘be as fascinating as the senior

Liam O Néill

Uachtaran

Jssle.

. : I wish all competing players, their
L =volution of the game of managers, coaches and trainers and
(st Samesall isvery apparent to both  all backroom team members every
MII’ those with only a -success ahead of their res

MY terest.

Wi ans happy with the season so
S meadimamistrators always have to
Smsesmmaye o the Future. The wo
s Eames Development £

- mounng the Future of Gai

we should never take for granted.

g2 ensure that our teenagers A special word of thanks is due to all
et =s=gular programme of games to of our supporters who attended our

s Shat they stick with us. Our games throughout the summerand
pemesmetio is “Play and Stay with the  especially to those lucky enough to
ST amdwe need to live up to it. acquire prized tickets for today’s
Thesmwiew of Gaelic Football is well event. | hope today’s experience lives
wmi=way mow and Eugene McGee and up to its billing.

Sscmemmittee are working hard to

maesure that all who wish to express
sii=won Gaelic football will get a

Flnally on behaLF of the Assomatlonl :
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Herb Hribar,
CEO,

eircom

@ eircom

| am delighted to welcome everyone to Croke Park today forwhat promises to be a Fantastic All-Ireland Football final.
On behalf of all the staff at eircom, | would like to congratulate both Donegal and Mayo on reaching the final.

The road to today’s final has undoubtedly been an exciting one and | am sure that today will be no exception.
Donegal’s last victory was in 1992 and Mayo's backin 1951, so | am sure that both teams and supporters are very
excited about the prospect of bringing the Sam Maguire Cup back to their respective counties. | would like to take this
opportunity to wish both teams the very best of luck.

eircom is thrilled to be a sponsor for the GAA. In our second season as sponsor we have launched a number of
initiatives on our GAA website to engage fans. Thanks to all of you who participated by adding your personal
moments and stories to our interactive timeline — for the first time ever there is now a rich vein of GAA stories
available on an interactive digital forum. In additicn, many of you have played our Championship Challenge,
demonstrating the great interest and expertise that exists throughout the country on the topic of Gaelic football. The
Challenge has already been played over 100,000 times.

To be inwith a chance to win a trip For two to New Yorkyou can play the Championship Challenge at
www.experiencemore.ie. Full details can be found on the website, in our advertisement in this programme, and on the
big screen here today.

Jim Brown,

Chief Executive Officer,

Ulster Bank

»% Ulster Bank

I
A

Itis hard to believe another year has passed and the GAA Football All-Ireland final is upon us once again. On behalf
of Ulster Bank, | am delighted to welcome you all to Croke Park today for this great sporting occasion.

The 2012 GAA Football season has been filled with excitement, surprises, tears and smiles. Through our various
GAA sponsorship initiatives, and through our branch network across the country, | have been overwhelmed by the
passion that comes from GAA fans and communities around Ireland.

Last year, we launched ‘Ulster Bank GAA Force’, an initiative designed to bring local communities together to carry
out improvements to their GAA club Facilities. The response was overwhelming, St. Joseph's GAA Club Ederney,
Fermanagh came out with the top prize of €25,000 and they held a wonderful community weekend last year to
invest the Funding into their club grounds, Ulster Bank GAA Force is now open again and GAA clubs should enter
their details at www.ulsterbank.com/gaa before October 5th to be in with a chance to win many prizes.

I'would like to wish both Donegal and Mayo the very best of luck today. In particular, | would like to wish Karl Lacey,
of Ulster Bank Letterkenny, every success today. Both teams have fought great battles to get here today and |
congratulate them for that.

rtin Kellzher,

Managing Director,
SuperValu

2012 marks SuperValu's third year as proud sponsars of the GAA Football All-Ireland Championship. Over the last
three years the spensorship has grown into a real partnership between SuperValu and the GAA, one that we are
both very proud of.

SuperValu has a long and distinguished history of being at the heart of Irish communities, helping to build the
towns and villages in which we operate into thriving and vibrant local communities. A visit to SuperValuis a vote for
the local community, local food and local jobs. We look forward to warking with the GAA in the coming year and
delivering further on our continued common goal of creating a better Ireland for now and the future.

As a result of our partnership, we are now delighted to be able to provide a GAA match tickets service in cver 100
SuperValu stores nationwide, with additional stores to be added next year. This initiative has improved access to
match tickets and resulted in thousands of happy GAA Fans attending matches across the country. | would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate and thank all those who participated in this year's GAA Football All-Ireland
Championship for the thrilling season of sporting action.

Finally, | wish the Donegal and Mayo teams, their management and their supporters the best of luck in today’s final.

Visit www.GAA.ie For
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POINT TAKEN: STEVEN

McDONNELL ON FOOTBALL

Leg on te GAA.ie next Wednesday to read Steven’s exclusive championship column, ‘Point Taken’

t the start of the year you

would have got serious odds

on a Donegal v Mayo final.
Not even the so called expert ana-
lysts could have predicted the final
pairing and that includes me. A final
without the recognised top teams
such as Cork, Dublin, Kerry and Ty-
rone could never have been fore-
casted but that is exactly what we
have.

The thing is, the two teams are there
totally on merit and while they have
had a certain degree of luck along the
way, they have been the two most
consistent and best performing teams
in the championship this year.

For me this is a dream final. We will
have a new winner and we will escape
from the norm even ifit is only for one
year. Can Donegal win it on the 20th
anniversary of their one and only win,
orwill it be Mayo lifting the title For
the first time in 61 years after being on
the receiving end of so much
heartache over the past 15 or 16
years? The answer to this is anyone’s
guess as both teams are very similarin
style and in how they go about their
business. They both thrive on high
energy worl-rate and sheer intensity,
which in turn enables them to express
their full skill-set and this is the
formula that has got the best out of
both teams.

Another similarity between them is
that they have young, vibrant
managers in Jimmy McGuinness and
James Horan. Both are full of fresh
ideas, and they plan every minute
detail in full. Behind these guys
though, are the often forgotten peopl
of successful teams - their backroom
teams. Anyone involved in a team
sport and especially a successful tear
will realise just how important a role
each and every member of the
backroom team plays.

This is an extract from Steven McDonnell's
exclusive 'Point Taken' Football column.
For Steven’s analysis of today’s final,
log on to GAA.ie next Wednesday.

This 2 DVP set includes rare footage
from the golden age of Gaelic Games.
Re-live Football and Hurling’s greatest

era with over 4 hours of rare classic clips
of sporting history.

A must for all fa

Available to buy on www.ifi.ie, at the
=] Film Shop (6 Eustace Street, Temple
- Bar, Dublin 2) and all leading outlets.

irish Film institute

of G

OFFICIAL MERCHANDISE



SCREENING SAM MAGUIRE:
A BRIEF HISTORY

M S Worzm. The Irish Times

# @ wrfortunate irony that the

ey st Al-Ireland football final

mmdic=st by RTE 50 years ago
‘st we= oy 2ll accounts a very poor
wues. dey beat Roscommonin a
s fe=crbed by Paddy Downey
# T =n Times in the following,
s-tan-glowing, terms:

s me= the distinguished name

He reckoned it was the worst final
since Mayo demolished Laois in 1936.
In his 2009 book The History of Gaelic
Football, Eaghan Corry pushed the
low-tide mark back to Kerry's 1930
annihilation of Monaghan. Put simply
the 1962 final doesn't appear to have
been much good.

We can’t be sure about the quality of
today’s final but on the evidence of
what has been seen to date this
championship, there’s every reason to
be confident that the 50th anniversary
screening won't be as underwhelming
as the first.

i o the first televised All-Ireland football

S @ BEI Featuring Kerry and Roscommon

Although Donegal and Mayo is a
novel final pairing - the third in six
years after Kerry-Cork in 2007 and
Cork-Down two years ago — the
counties individually bring some of
their own distinctions to football’s
big day. On the subject of
broadcasting, Donegal have
already played a role in the
evolution of Gaelic Games
coverage. The county’s first brush
with modern broadcasting didn't
earn much kudos.

In the summer of 1966 the GAA
Felt for the first time the pressure

11




of soccer’s rising popularity with for the
first time widely available television
access to the World Cup tournament,
played in England. Although
contemporary TV schedules indicate
that RTE's —and even BBC's - coverage
wasn't of the wall-to-wall intensity
taken for granted these days, the GAA
were keen for some recognition
themselves.

As aresult the Ulster Council agreed to
allow the provincial football final
between Down and Donegal, played in
Casement Park Belfast because it was
the ground most suited to television
cameras, to be broadcast live on the
same weekend as the World Cup final. It
was an undistinguished match, doubly
unfortunate in that it was meant to put
football in the shop window, and drew
the following withering comparison
from the newspaper columnist Séamus
Kelly, better known as Quidnunc of The
Irish Times ‘Irishman’s Diary’.

Visit www.GAA . ie far all the

“When the England-Germany game
was replayed on television on
Sunday afternoon, it must have
commanded record-breaking Tam
figures for the time, since both
those who had seen it and those
who hadn’t felt compelled to look at
it. It was all the more unfortunate
then that this fine exhibition of
clean, sporting (but foreign) football
was followed immediately on Teilifis
Eireann and UTV (it was actually
BBC) by a game that certainly didn't
deserve either prefix, The Ulster
Gaelic Football Final between Down
and Donegal from Casement Park
Belfast.”

Donegal’s second major
contribution to broadcasting Gaelic
Games was more influential. When a
couple of London-based Irish music
promoters noticed a decline in
business on the day of the Mayo-
Donegal All-Ireland semi-final 20

years ago, they put two and twe
together and, having successfully
screened the Ireland-Holland World
Cup match in 1990 (British
television was showing the
simultaneous broadcast of England-
Egypt) at venues in London, made
enquiries about the rights and
acquired a licence to show
Donegal’s first All-Ireland, against
Dublin.

The success of the venture led to
their company Setanta eventually
bidding for and winning the
overseas rights to GAA matches.
Setanta in time launched the sports
channel that became the first
subscription service to show GAA
matches in Ireland and continues to
do so during the national leagues.

Mayo have also been centrally
involved in another great screening
initiative, this time of a by-gone era.




2 great deal secretary Padraig O Caoimh was one fascinating viewing, even as Mayo and
that today’s of the original directors of the NFI Donegal provide a new All-Ireland final
n Connacht when it was established in 1945. pairing in the era of high-definition

= Crampions since the television and Internet and mobile

3 and Mayo. A Played in the USA to commemorate phone rights.

avan leading by the centenary of the Famine, the 1947
I= time. Somehow Cavan-Kerry final led to a realisation
«intoitafterthe that there was a big audience for
valised in the Gaelic Games highlights. O Caoimh

- observed as much when the 10-

by -3 minute highlights package filmed by
New York production company Winik
played to huge crowds in cinemas

s e =xtremely popular around the country. It was this that
it S Institute (now the |FI) prompted him to facilitate access to

me= of &0-Ireland finals, which All-Irelands so that the NFI could

1 v Abbey Films and produce similar highlights films each
butors to cinema year.
mund the country.

That dramatic Cavan-Mayo match was

mgetus to produce these the first football final covered under
= =ros= from one of the this agreement. In the past two years
- amoes Zli-lreland finals in the IFl has re-released some of these
w2 7227 Polo Grounds final recordings, GAA Gold and GAA
Then GAA general Football Gold which still make

~ Former RTE commentator, Michel 0'Hehi
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LL All-Ireland Minor Championship Final 2012

MINOR SPONSOR’S MESSAGE

\Welcome to the 2012 Electric Ireland GAA Football All-Ireland Minor Championship final. Today is a Fantastic
occasion for the players from both the Dublin and Meath minor football teams. It is a tremendous achievement for a
olayer to represent their county on All-Ireland final day and | know the families and friends of the players are very
proud of them and will give them wonderful support as they take to the field today. Electric Ireland is very proud to
support the GAA Football and Hurling Miner Championships. In common with the GAA we have a long tradition of
supporting young people in their sporting endeavours, We are very enthusiastic about our partnership with the GAA
because we believe that by providing young pecple with the opportunity and encouragement to excel in sport we
can foster personal fulfilment, team work and inclusiveness in Irish society. Dublin have won the All-Ireland Minor
Football Championship on 10 occasions but have to look back to 1984 for their last minor title. They were beaten
finalists in 2011 and only Kerry have enjoyed more success at minor level. Meath last enjoyed success in 1992. On
that occasion they won their third minor title. As spensors, we want to wish both teams the best of luck today. |

would encourage everyone to get behind the senior players of the future as they bring their talents and skills to this
fantastic stadium. Let’s hope that today will be a great experience for the players, their families and supporters and
zll the spectators here today.

MINOR HISTORY REPEATED?

ol mm=roeg to look a little Famil-
mue=c one could be tempted
W mmsssiucs Meath For Tipperary
S S For Premierin last year’s
e mece 2s regards today’s
St ir=liznd Minor final.

% wm weom o= endorsement of

« member of the Fourth
know how that
Tioperary bridged a 77-
2o their last title in 1934,

~» =rmoo czns areseeking to

bridge a gap of their own this
afternoon, albeit a 28-year one back
to their last success in 1984 when
they overcame the Premier County by
1-9 to 0-4.It’s been 20 years since
Meath last won the Tommy Markham
Cup (a 2-5 to 0-10Q victory over
Armagh) so whatever the outcome
today, a long-awaited title win will
have been recorded.

Cormac Costello and Conor McHugh
have notched 8-42 between them in
Dublin’s impressive run to the final,
but Meath have their own strike force

in the shape of Fiachra Ward, Barry
Dardis and Cillian O’Sullivan who have
also accumulated a 66-point return (9-
39) between them.

A high-scoring contest looks the most
likely scenario and for those who point
to Dublin’s Leinster final victory, one has
only to look back to 2003 when the
Liffeyside U18s defeated Laois in the
provincial decider only to lose to the
Q’Moore County youths in the All-
Ireland final a couple of months later.

Will history repeat itself?




OFfaly Kilkenny : 1-11 : 5 QUARTER-FINALS
Kildare Wexford 2-10 Antrim Waterford ‘Mayo 0-19 - Tipperary
Wicklow 6 Laois e 2-9 Donegal @& ; Limerick [ Kerry 1-9 Roscommo
Louth 0-6 Westmeath Il Down 1-11 Waterford & Meath 2-12 Tyrone
Dublin Carlow . Tyrone 4-11 1 Limerick @& Dublin 1-16 Monaghan
Meath Longford Monaghan 0-11 . Tipperary Cork ' :
= Wexford Carlow (aet) @ Tyrone 0-15 y = Kerry Clare :
' Carlow Wexford® £ I | SEMI-FINALS
Longford Laois ~ FINAL e FINAL § Meath  2-10
Westmeath Carlow & Tyrone ; " Tipperary Kerry . Dublin . 3-12
Dublin Longford ] :
Meath Offaly
Kildare Louth
Westmeath Wicklow
Meath ¥ Westmeath
Dublin® : Kildare

FINAL
Dublin

CONNACHT

Roscommen 4-15 Leitrim
Mayo 1-6 Sligo
Roscommon 1-11 Galway (aet)

FINAL
Roscommon 0-10 Mayo
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N & g0

MEATH

PATHS T

_‘%

AL T4 CLEMMON BROTHERS, PEARSE PARK

. 1-11
W T LAMORE
3-11
BT WULLIMGAR
3-14
— T CROKE P
I 3-17
MRS = WEWRY
2-12
MNERET 2% CROKE PARK
2-10

0-11

1-8

Longford
Offaly
Westmeath
Meath
Tyrone

Mayo

TOTAL SCORED: 12-69 (105)
TOTAL CONCEDED: 7-68 (89)

26/8 TOTAL

0-1 0-3 1-0 0-3

APRIL 14, DR. CULLEN PARK
Dublin 2-21 0-4
MAY 19, PARNELL PARK

Dublin 2-14 1-5
JULY 11, NEWBRIDGE

Dublin 2-16 1-8
JULY 22, CROKE PARK

Dublin 3-17 1-11
AUGUST 5, NEWRY

Dublin 1-16 0-8
SEPTEMBER 2, CROKE PARK
Dublin 3-12 1-10

GAVIN BURKE

SHANE CARTHY

SHANE CUNNINGHAM 1-1

NIALL WALSH

NIALL SCULLY

ERIC LOWNDES

CORMAC COSTELLO 0-3 0-2

Carlow

Longford
Kildare
Meath
Monaghan

Kerry

TOTAL SCORED: 13-96 (135)
TOTAL CONCEDED: 4-46 (58)

14/4 19/5 11/7 22/7

1-5 3-4

0-1 0-2 0-1

0-1

0-1

MAITIAS Mac DONNCHA  --

5/8 2/9 T

0-4 1-3 5-21

== 1-20 .3-21

0-4 0-1 1-11




Cormac Costello,
Dublin

. N CORMAC COSTELLO, DUBLIN

CONOR McHUGH, DUBLIN

FIACHRA WARD, MEATH

MARK BRADLEY, TYRONE

JACK SAVAGE, KERRY

DIARMUID MURTAGH, ROSCOMMON  1-19

BARRY DARDIS, MEATH

JOE MAHER, OFFALY

GER LEECH, WESTMEATH 0-19

NIALL QUINLAN, CARLOW 0-19

NIALL SHEEHY, KERRY 1-16

OREILLS

2000 CONOR MORTIMER, MAYO
2001 LEO MEENAN, TYRONE *
2 BRIAN FARRELL, MEATH

2004 PAULO’CONNOR KERRY
: 2005 PAUL McCOMISKEY, DOWN

j e, o 2006 PADDY CURRAN, KERRY
w ; 2007 MICHAEL MARTIN, GALWAY

2008  PADDY McNIECE, TYRONE
~___ AIDAN WALSH, MAYO
Fiachra Ward, CONOR O'NEILL, TYRONE

Mt 2009 ROBBIE TASKER, ARMAGH

 EUGENE McVERRY, ARMAGH
2010 DAN McEOIN, CORK e
2011 CIARAN KILKENNY, DUBLIN




MINOR FOOTBALL
ROLL OF HONOUR

RERRY (11) 1931, 1932, 1933, 1946, 1950, 1962, 1963, 1975, 1980, 1988, 1994.

INJELIN (10) 1930, 1945, 1954, 1955, 1956, 1958, 1959, 1979, 1982, 1984,

CORX (10) 1961, 15 KB,.1., %972157? .9-3‘1, _1,_19_, 2000.
| TYRONE (8) 1947, 973 19;3 2‘061,2(.3;.2;3., . e
l WY0 (6) 1935,19.5;,1.966,1.9:7;,19%5;191;5. ..
e WA LR BB RS

I DERRY (4) 1965, 1983, 1989, 2002.

I DOWN (4) 1977, 1987, 1999, 2005.

H ROSCOMMON (4) 1939, 1941, 1951, 2006

I' WIEATH (3) 1957, 1990, 1992. . ‘
I LADIS (3) 1996, 1997, 2003, :
I CAVAN (2) 1937, 1938.

LOUTH (2} 1935, 1940.

l ARMAGH (2) 1949, 2000,

I TIPPERARY (2) 1934, 2011.
| CLARE (1) 1929,

l OFFALY (1) 1964.

I WESTMEATH (1) 1995,
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cuIL CUILINI SEACHAT 45m SAOR CICEANNA

| [ |

| st Half
[ 2nd Half
f

Total

R. Burlingham

ROBERT BURLINGHAM
Simonstown Gaels

) : A
RUAIRI G COILEAIN | BRIAN POWER SHANE GALLAGHER
| R. O Coileain | B. de Paor S. O Gallachéir
| Navan 0’Mahony's Ratoath Simonstown Gaels

DECLAN SMYTH PADRAIC HAR SEAMUS LAVIN Roghndiri
D. Mac Gabhann P. O hArndin (Capt.) 5.0 Maoiléimhin . P ‘Cudden,
Dunsany | Jenkinstown Gaels St Peter’s, Dunboyne/Kilbride Padraic Coyle,
Kevin Foley,

Breen O’'Grady

- : \" &
SHANE McENTEE : * | ADAM FLANAGAN
S. Mac an tSaoi : : A. O Flannagain

Clonard

[ CILLIAN O'SULLIVAN
| C. O Suilleabhain
| Jenkinstown Gaels

JASON DALY : : JAMES McENTE
D. O Délaigh : S. Mac an tSaoi
St Vincent’s/Curraha

BARRYDARDIS | ER ER B B\ ACHRA WARD - \[ STEPHEN CO
B. Dardis i : F. Mac an Bhaird | 5 S. O Cuagain
Summerhill Wolfe Tones Dunderry

18. Conor Carton 21. Patrick Kennelly 24. Paul Donnellan
C. Mac Artéin P. Mac an Fhaili P. O Dénaliain
Donaghmore/Ashbourne Dunderry Walterstown
16. Jack Hannigan 19. Niall Kane 22. Caoimhin O Griofa
S. 0 hAnnagain N. O Cathain C. 0 Griofa
Donaghmore/Ashbourne Simonstown Gaels Clann na nGael
17. Alan Garry 20. Harry Rooney 23. Conor O'Brien
A.Mac Fhearaigh A. O Ronaidh C. O Briain
Dunderry Skryne Skryne

22

Visit www.GAA.ie for all the Ia'.t_éstqfhi-xt_




oy cuiL CUILIN SEACHAI 45m SAOR CICEANNA

i s 1st Half f | |
B=~ 2ndHalf | |
= Total | | I ]

LORCAN MOLLOY
L. 0 Maclmhuaidh
St Anne's

EMILE MULLAN DAVID BYRNE ROSS McGOWAN
E. O Maoilain D. O Broin (Capt.) ; R. Mac Gabhann
Na Fianna Naomh OlaF Kilmacud Crokes

ERIC LOWNDES CONOR MULALLY - (MAITIAS Mac DONNCHA]
E. Lowndes C. O Maolalaidh : M. Mac Donncha
Sk Peregrine's Cuala Clontarf

mikg Wcthwee

[STEPHEN CUNNINGHAM|. [ SHANE CARTHY
S. O Cuinneagain : S. O Carthaigh
St Sylvester's h Mearnd

N

ROBERT GAUGHAN
R. O Gachdin
Ballinteer St john's

N. Breathnach
Templeogue Synge Stre ; t Oliver Plunkett's Eoghan Ruadh

COMNOR McHUGH = | CORMAC COSTELLO = L GAVIN BURKE
= Mac Aodh i C. Mac Coisdealbha I = | G. de Birca
Na Fianna Whitehall Colmcille St Vincent's

e AR RSN, AU

B 18. Brendan Bentley 21, Shane Cunningham 24. Michael Deegan
Fir lonaid 8. Bentley 5.6 Cuinneagéin M. 6 Duiginn
e Templeogue Synge Street Kilmacud Crokes Donaghmore Ashbourne
W& Comor Ferris 19. Tom Quinn 22, David Campbell
“2zriosa T. O Coinn D. & Cathmhaoil
“irmacud Crokes ' Castleknock Kilmacud Crokes
T Emm Fletcher 20. Niall O'Sullivan 23. Donal Gormley
_n Fhieastair N. 0 Stilleabhdin D. 3 Garmaile
St Maur's Templeogue Synge Street Ballinteer St John's




‘ ha in, Gavin _Burke. Cormac Costeilo Maltaas_Ma_c Donncha Stephe Cun
omj yan Emule Mullan Shane Carthy, M:chael Deegan- Conor Ferris, Shane McGrath




Irish Daily Mail

Joe Brll "
Charlie Carter

1rih B;ilg ma;l
" FITZGIBBON /..
CUP /&




After a four-year absence Mauri
returns to centre stage at Croke
Park today as the Laois referee
takes charge of his second All-
Ireland senior final having been |

S . man-in-the-middle for the Tyro
Sadle Coluyck Kerry decider in 2008.

The Stradbally clubman is no
stranger to GAA Headquarters a
just last month he toak charge o
the All-Ireland quarter-fnal clas
Eddie Kinsella 2 between Mayo and Down. Earlier
: : the season the 0'Moore County
official took the helm at Croke P:
For the Allianz League Division |
decider between Cork and Mayo
and the tie between Dublin and
Kerry under lights in the opening
Conorlane round also came under his remit.

MINOR FINAL MATCH OFFICIALS

Quite often referees appointed to
All-Ireland finals have had previou
experience of the big dayina
ancillary role and Barry continues
: that trend having been a linesmer
- e = last year when Tipperary overcams
Martin Higgins S Dublin in the decider. ngay’s Fixtus
is the Oak Leaf whistler’s first outi=
in the 2012 Electric Ireland Minor
Championship with all bar one of 5
inter-county outings this season
: : _ ; S coming at senior level. That was
;:fal Kelly : e e, back in April when Barry took char:
= : i ofthe Cadbury Ulster U21 Rnal at

! Enniskillen between Cavan and
Tyrone while earlier in the season
the Derry referee handled three
matches in the Allianz League anc
one in the McKenna Cup.
On the senior championship front




mmes were two of the five
='zrz=c in the league while
=C fve outings in the
on this season.

~in that campaign
their Ulster final

nce oftodays
=S 2nd ..he venue Mauric
plisis Sis role on the big stage :

Senior Match mpire Kevin O'Brien (Stjoééphs Laois), Sedn Lan'g';ton {StJ.osephs, Lanisj.
1an Ahbey (Stradbally, Laois), Richard Oxley (Timahoe, Laois)

< four outings in
which were in the All-
=rsatvenues rangmg
siali=n (Cavan v

-~ Carrick-on-Shannon
‘ow) and Portlaoise
erick). :

cent refereeing role

h_ —

Wt ampionship was just
W morihs ago when he was

~ e m-siack For the All-lreland
Wt -z clash of Tipperary and
Mt = D' Moore Park,

Wi Miatch Umpires - Kevin Torner (Bellaghy, Wolfe ones, Derry), Anthony CampﬁeiT(D'Donovan Rbssa, Magherafelt, Derry),
Tom O'Kane (St Malachy's Castledawson, Derry), Alan Nash (Derrytrasna, Derry)




o yOUR Cclan neeos you
o To answer the Call and Attend

¢2 2nd Gallagher Global Gathering

69 L in Gortahork, Co. Donegal Bk
53@5 Ve 6th - 14th September 2013 N\ 44

{%J Including Donegal v Mayo Football Match
e, With an All-Gallagher Line-Out

G{) For further information: Gallagher Clan, c/o Ostan Loch Altan, Gortahork, Co. Donegal.
s Tel. No.: 087 6680593, Website: www.gallagherclan.org
K-)) Email: 2013@gallagherclan.org or Facebook: www.facebook.com/gallagherclan.org

/féj This advert is

McHughs Texaco &
b{ﬂ supported by:

Supermacs Drive-tru

= , % i \ Galway Road, Ballindine, Co Mayo
) ~obugi, €3 Failte Irelan gather; @ TEXACO. Ph 004 9364691  Sipeiact
: o g Hstional Tourism Development Autharity ga lng At
H sty 1och Altan IRELAND 2013 Your stop between Donegal and Galway
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SPONSORS ’ 4 ejrcom $<Ulster Bank m

cuiL CUILING SEACHAI 45m SAOR CICEANNA

| T | 1stHalf
I
L

2nd Half
] Total

Y
PAUL DURCAN

P. O Durcain
Na Ceithre Maistiri

PADDY McG NEIL McGEE FRANK McGLYNN
P. Mac Craith N, Mac Aoidh P. Mac Fhloinn
Ard an Ratha Gaoth Dobhair

Roghnéir
Rory Kavanagh

KARL LACEY ANTHONY THOMPSON
K. de Ldsa A. Mac Thomais
Na Ceithre Maistiri Naomh Conaill

EAMON McGEE
E. Mac Aoidh
Gaoth Dobhai

NEIL GALLAGHER
N. O Gallachoir
Gleann Suili

RORY KAVANAGH
R. 0 Caomhanach
Naomh Adhamhndin

'MARKMcHUGH |8, LEO McLOONE =~ RYAN BRADLEY
M. Mac Aodha (i L. Mac Luain R. O Brollachain
Cill Chartha Naomh Conaill Bun Crannacha

" PATRICK McBREARTY 1
| P. Mac Breartaigh |
Cill Chartha

EL MURPHY B COLM McFADDEN
M. O Murchi : P C. Mac Phaidin
Gleann Suili Naomh Micheal

18. Marty Boyle 21. Stephen Griffin 24. Dermot Molloy
M. O Baoill S. O Griofa D. 0 Ludhdg
S el Naomh Conaill Naomh Naille Naomh Conaill
16. Michael Boyle 19. David Walsh 22. Daniel McLaughlin 25. Declan Walsh
M. O Baoill D. Breathnach D. Mac Lochlainn D. Breathnach
An Tearmann Naomh Brid Naomh Micheél Malainn
17. Martin McElhinney 20. Christy Toye 23. Martin O'Reilly 26. Adrian Hanlon
M. Mac Giolla Chainnigh C. 0 Tuathaigh M. O Raghallaigh A. O hAnluain
Naomh Micheal Naomh Micheal Sean Mac Cumbhaill An Clochén Liath

RN ® circom s Uister Bank Il SuperValu |




& eircom 2¢Ulster Bank Ml SuperValu | ' oFficinL

- cuiL CUILINI SEACHAI 45m SAOR CICEANNA
Tst Half | ] | . ]
2nd Half | |

Total —! [

MAIGH EO &

A5 5 DEARG ﬂ
DAVID CLARKE
D. O Cléirigh

Ballina Stephenites

Vi A
KEVIN KEANE GER CAFFERKEY KEITH HIGGINS
C. Mac Caithain G. Mac Eafarcaigh C. O huiginn
Westport Ballina Stephenites Ballyhauni

W A /

LEE KEEGAN DONAL VAUGHAN COLM BOYLE

L, Mac Aogdin D. 0 Beachain C. Baoill
Westport Ballinrobe Davi

/.?
BARRY MORAN AIDAN O'SHEA
B. O Marain A.0Sé
lebar Mitchels

C

st i g : | 7 i £ ¢ A
KEVIN McLOUGHLIN ] | ; ALAN DILLON
C. Mac Lochlainn S. Dochartaigh A. Diolan
Knockmore Burrishoole Ballintubber

= ' ; 2 T A :
ENDA VARLEY _ & | CILLIAN O'CONNOR - . MICHAEL CONRQY
.z zn Bhearlaigh : g C. O Conchiiir | M. O Conraoi
Garrymore Ballintubber Davitts

18. Peadar Gardiner 21. Chris Barrett 24, Alan Freeman
P. G Gardinéir C. de Bairéid A. Mac an tSaoir
Crossmolina Belmullet Aghamare
£ l=mmzth O'Malley 19. Richie Feeney 22. Séamus O'Shea 25. Cathal Carolan
3 Mzille ) R. O Fiannai 5.05¢ C. 0 Ceartllain
Zalinrobe Castlebar Mitchels Breaffy Crossmolina
T Smame McHale 20. Danny Geraghty 23. Jason Gibbons 26. Evan Regan
ac Héil D. Mac Qireacht S. O Giobdin E. O Reigan
Ballintubber Ballintubber Ballina Stephenites

& ejrcom xtUister Bank Il SuperValu | | OFFICIAL







Combhairle Contae Mhaigh Eo
Mayo County Council

Combhairle Baile Chaislean a Bharrai
Castlebar Town Council

Combhairle an Bhaile Cathair na Mart
Westport Town Council

Combhairle an Bhaile Bhéal Atha ‘n Fheadha
Ballina Town Council

= members and staff of the four Mayo Local Authorities congratulate
e j:: ain, the Members and Management of the Mayo Football Team on

WWW.MAYO.IE M AY @)

YOUR HOME OF ALL THINGS MAYO FOR ALL THINGS MAYO Jff}%i“




ASK THE
EXPERTS

FIVE KEY QUESTIONS

We put five of the country’s top
Football journalists on the spot, asking
them to answer five key questions that

could determine the outcome of
today’s All-Ireland senior Football final.

Key Players:

Select who you think is the key
player from each side.

Key Battle:

Which match-up do you think
could have the biggest influence
on the game?

Key Trend:

Isolate one important or note-
worthy trend that has emerged
in this year’s championship.

Season Highlight:

Your favourite moment of the
2012 Football championship.

| good. Technically excellent defender with

KEITH DUGGAN
| The Irish Times

Karl Lacey (Donegal): Donegal’s

1

| Aidan O’Shea (Mayo) and Michael

COLM KEYS
The Irish Independent

consummate player through bad times and

Murphy (Donegal): Two players who
missed much of the earlier part of the

great counter-attacking skills and instinct.
~ As smart as they come.

1 Alan Dillon (Mayo): When Dillon plays well,
| Mayo play well. Ferocious appetite For work
and lands big scores. Wants the ball in tight |
games and takes the right option. I

season through injury may just be
coming into their best form now, Murp
provided he is allowed to take up a mo=
advanced role, and O’Shea who now
knows he is as physically strong as

| anyone out there.

Leo McLoone has become an integral
part of the Donegal attack this year. He is
brave, athletic, wins tough ball and
makes big plays in a quiet way. Donal
Vaughan is a busy, smart centre-back |
with a knack for getting the Mayo attack ‘
moving. It is not the most obvious f
match-up but could have a hig bearing I
on the autcome of this final, \

There is no one player who commands
that much more attention than any oth

- but after shadowing Bernard Brogan sc

well perhaps Ger Cafferkey is well suites
to security around Colm McFadden,
allowing Keith Higgins to get forward.

Management has changed. Look at the
sideline today. Jim McGuinness and James
Horan have reinvigorated and re-
imagined the way their respective

counties play football, Both are |
analytical, meticulous and completely
unafraid to try new things.

All-Ireland semi-finals are rarely
memorable but Donegal v Cork and Mayo
v Dublin elevated what had been an
entertaining championship into a great
championship. All-out-attacl, great
scores, unpredictable to the last and
wonderful occasions for the underdogs.

Verdict:

Who do you think will win
and why?

Visit www.GAA.je F

| Isittoo soon to herald the return of hig

felding from kick outs again? Donega'=
Neil Gallagher, Mayo's Barry Moran anc

. Aidan O’Shea, Corld’s Aidan Walsh and

even Brendan Quigley from Laois have

| restored the old art consistently this
~ season.

Not a specific moment but an entire hz!
of football, the first 35 minutes of the
Donegal/Cork All-Ireland semi final wz:
the most riveting contest in a long, lonz
time. They were level seven times befo
Donegal forged ahead. In Fact, taken
together, it's hard to recall a Foothall
championship having a better semi-fir=
series.

DONEGAL. A draw is highly possible.
But Donegal have Found a way to cope
with the various challenges that
confronted them this season and are
playing with terrific cohesion and
confidence and at a pace that is
difficult to live with.

DONEGAL. Despite the obvious
distractions and the Fact that they ars
going into a Croke Park championshiz
match as clear Favourites For the first
time. There has been such a consist
pattern to their play in all their games
it's hard to see that failing them now




|
EaEs WcDONNELL

SEAN MORAN
The lrish Times

SEAN McGOLDRICK
The Sunday World

lb- -
S Ly (Denegal): He is the main cog
trols the tempo and

Mark McHugh (Donegal): The microchip in
the Denegal system, his constant movement

Mark McHugh (Donegal) Sweeps up in
front of his full-back line and launches a
high percentage of the side’s counter-
attacks before going forward.

Alan Dillon (Mayo): In the absence of Andy
Moran he has taken over as the leader of
the attack and gave an exceptional

| performance in the semi-final. Contender
[ For Footballer of the Year.

— ough him. He is so and availability as an auxiliary defender,
e ball linkman and scoring option has almost
i Tnilezy ie is the link created a new position.
N = nd attack and he sets Kevin McLoughlin (Mayo): His absence
— — < a similar role lile during Mayo’s semi-final substitutions caused
" = -Tyrone and offers a trouble, His ability to win breaks and take
— =z = scores was missed in Dublin's comeback.
b = = =
= s wrrmess v James Horan. Both Two teams cast in the modern mould still
that they are very find a place for traditional centrefield

. ﬁ t this is the biggest
'm to start as they did

zar? Getting the
s ‘ight is so important.

virtues. Donegal’s Neil Gallagher
dominated Corl while Barry Moran and
Aidan O’'Shea have had big seasons for
Mayo.

"‘ Gwen the way both teams set up, specific

match ups are very difficult to predict.
However, the exchanges at midfield
between Neil Gallagher/Rory Kavanagh
and Barry Moran/Aidan O’Shea will be
absolutely crucial as they aim to win

. primary possession from kick outs.

- S— ey sy
= =o=ndthathasalwaysbeen | Theimportance ofleadership: two teams | Virtually everything is choreographed at
v =.= = system that everyone | oflargely the same players have gone the top level in football now and teams
e " veryone working from despair to within a match of winning | are becoming increasing cynical in the
e = ienyouwillalways be || the All-Ireland because of the input of way they try to run down the clock and
e ~oetz Addinthe flairplayers | bright, tactically aware managers. engage in tactical fouling,

I~ ey Murphy, McFadden, |
4 = 2/ on and then you have
B e frmula

Zsplays from Mayo and
in as underdogs but
on thrown out once
the match. They

nowed us all what is so
2. Great saves, solid

| The quarter-final between Donegal and

| Kerry had everything: modernity against

| tradition, garlanded champions against

| newcomers, a gripping finale and the Kerry
| Coyote’s latest brush with an Ulster

| Roadrunner.

unter-attacking and
= «<ing. The semi-finals
i =2 tnz championship for me.
- —

All-Ireland semi-finals are normally dour,
forgettable affairs but this year’s two
penultimate ties were memoarable for all
the right reasons; they produced a lot of
very high quality football and much
excitement.

WESeL zeczuse | am an Ulster man.
© Wi e @ cose contest but | expect

e o= smade it just about based on
Sy 2=r= they have already
e sut This will give them huge
-

DONEGAL. Donegal’s system has been
more convincingly stress-tested. Mayo
will hope to dictate terms early and
build a lead but so Far no-one’s
managed to do that to the Ulster
champions.

MAYO. Unlike Donegal’s other opponents
this year Mayo will stick to their own
game plan and won’t be spooked by the
False rhetoric that their opponents have
reinvented the game. Provided they can
reduce Mark McHugh's influence and
their Forwards’ long range kicking is as
accurate as it was in the semi-final they
can exorcise the county’s final ghosts.
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By Damian Lawlor, The Sunday Independent

an embarrassing qualifier defeat

to Armagh, former Donegal
captain Kevin Cassidy announced his
retirement and looked For a “total
rebuild” of the senior Football team.

I n the summer of 2010, Following

“That was one of the worst defeats |
ever experienced,” admits Cassidy’s
clubmate Eamon McGee. “A lot of lads
were looking at themselves in the
dressing room afterwards.”

There was no mutiny, though, because
there was no need forit. In post-match
interviews John Joe Doherty, their
manager, signalled his intention to
leave the post and a number of players
also felt their blade was blunt beyond
repair. There was no salt in the air
whatsoever, only resignation.

That afternoon Colm McFadden, who
had just played his 100th game for the
county, was taken off. Moments latera
county board official approached him
to askif he would mind staying put For
a presentation after the final whistle to
marl his personal milestone.
McFadden smiled wryly at the thought
ofit. Just then the TV cameras honed
in on him. For all the world, on TV
screens all over the land, it looked like
another Donegal player was making
light of yet another defeat.

Nothing could have been further from
the truth.

Likewise today, the side that Jim
McGuinness leads into battle could
not be more different from the one
that Aopped in Crossmaglen.

Months after that Armagh game,
U271 manager McGuinness got the
senior job at the third time of asking.
An inspirational character, the 40
year-old made the decision to go
back and sit the Leaving Cert in his
20s and in the following years won
Sigerson Cup honours on his way to
getting a degree in sports
psychology. His football career
peaked in 1992 with an All-Ireland
winners’ medal but that was about as
good as it got.

Thistime, though, his was the only
name in the hat for the gig.

“People close to me asked ifl was off
my head but I still wasn’t sure if the
board would give it to me,”

McGuinness smiles. “I had to wait For:
anyway, that’s for sure.”

What a move it’s been.

Slated and slaughtered for their
compressed, rugby-league style of
footballin 2011 they nonetheless
came within an inch of making the All
Ireland final.

And this year they’ve spread their
wings like a bird discovering For the
first time just how high it can soar.

McGuinness has kept cool along the
way, refusing to get sucked into rows
over criticisms of his team’s 2011
displays and then resisting the
temptation to celebrate wildly this




st mamsger fim McGuinness.

s it Patrick McBrearty after
S48 St All-Ireland Senior. -

spesitigs Semi-Final against Cork

—== 2y, he's also managed
1 and Donegal public
T the high-profile

Wmess o7 7ok hero Cassidy from
-—
a=r wimouing, too, that 10 of the

e sed in Crossmaglen
g today because when
= —=_:ookcharge it seemed a
E-c==n was imminent.

s i=d the U21s into an All-
i Tmad where they lost to

R = dramatic missed
gty ohe dying embers of a
el ==counter. Out of his first
- o734 the majority were
Wi IT Th=broomwas at the

-

=l olayers like the McGee

den, and Christy
ived and thrived. It

inness is the moment
=z mistake.

He supplemented his backroom
team with former Fermanagh star
and St Gall’s All-Ireland winner Rory
Gallagher who now resides in
Killybegs.

“Once | knew Rory was around the
place | decided to sit down and have
a chat with him,” McGuinness
recalls. “We sat down, had a cup of
tea and ended up chatting for Four
hours.”

Gallagher’s introduction as coach
instantly eased the pressure on
McGuinness - he takes speed-
orientated, sharp training sessions
while the manager attends to all
otherareas. On the line the pair work
in tandem with Gallagher displaying
his emotions much more visibly
while Jim stands back, with arms
folded, plotting the next move.

“It’s the best set-up we've ever had,”
continues Famon McGee.

“lwould safely say that we'll all be
close friends in 20 or 30 years' time
because we’ve gone through so
much together.

“We're a tightly-knit family and no-
one has stepped out of line or given
anything less than 100 per cent
commitment.”

Traditionally, Donegal have
frequently failed to live up to their
billing, but this team bears no
comparison with sides of the past.

Just before he took his first training
session as county U21 manager three
years ago he called his men into a
huddle and told them they would be
celebrating an Ulster title a few
weeks down the line. One player
burst out laughing in front of him. He
wasn’t being discourteous, the
youngster was giggling before he
even realised it.

But McGuinness pounced on him.

He turned to the other players: “Do
you see that? This is where we were
at. This is what Donegal football has
become. No belief.”

How the wheel has turned. Ifit's one
thing they have in abundance these
days, it’s belief.




ROUND BY ROUND WITH...

We asked Donegal defender Frank McGlynn to cast an eye back on six defining images of his side’s campaign to date.

Jlster GAA Football Champiorih
1 1-10 Donegal 1-16, Bre

ot over that first ga.n?!e
game underyour belt. |

< sticky, butifyou d

stage with a guodods of the first half, we
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lly stood to us.! don :
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nd after the Ulster
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. eml::l Ofl\j&:rt\asifwe were going £ challenge fortop e
- - .
l::)tn:neot;ﬁn; t?\at has improved al

nd from that day against
ightt out.
aintained that scoring record right through
m

: , Paddy Bra

[\fetr;g managtqg to geg Forw.ardy;l?r;adley'
wé at day wij| godown s 5 good
Wewera Very happy with the wayt

! /ery good joby
.:el'Fa Few times, | think, o\.{:?-’
h.eiam perFofmance, though
Ngs worked g .

The first half of this game was one of the toughest halves of football we
played throughout the whole year. We got what we expected from Tyrone,
the same as we did against them in Ulster a year earlier. In the first half they |
dropped huge numbers back but the game opened up a little bit more in the
second half and we got scores a little easier, It was really close that day and
could have gone eitherway only for a good save from Paul Durcan at the very
end. We could have been dumped out of the Ulster championship that day,
but we were lucky encugh to come through. We were three points up at the
end when Martin Penrose sold a great dummy and hit a fine shot. Luckily,
Paul got down, managed to make the save and it stayed out. It's something
we knew, that Tyrone could beat us on the day if they were given time and
space. From the very start of the Ulster campaign we felt they presented a
huge hurdle even though they might have had a Few players out injured.

Visit www.GAA.ie Féf all the
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= =nd only championship goal for Danegal that day.

e S Sl

eious artack! gota bang to the stomach so | was
mmded fora few seconds. | stayed up the feld from the
wk-out and Michael Murphy won & great Lurnover,
= meand the space"seemed to open up-! picked my

it went in. lEwas somethi.ng.special togeta goal
suse in Clones on Ulster final day. That goal
gsontod great Victory. Remermber that things were
st until Leo McLoone popped up on the break from &

; quet =nd got our first goal just hefore half-time. That really
= o Ehe Way. |t was great to defend the Ulster title,

s the young lads in the team fike Patrick McBrearty

Danegal 1-12 K 10.Cr

S e e P
aay we wi : A7
For the first time :ig“ [Okag fUFWard to, playing a team i ; e
the attitude that ‘we ampionship football in So iekany
were lucky in that weﬂre going to male the most of t?,; - We went with
championship even St%lol': ZF?F‘;games in Croke Park bells:o. La;: sl
Ireland semi- Al e helpedusal Sine e
ataste for thj;;i]agalnst Dublin, in front dfaa ‘c’_;' Pléylng inan All-
EnjOyed it on the dz;z':zre; and what the noise Ie?,aeitzlir?‘:d’\%a\fe us
alfwe kept it v y seemed to be well like. We
e ery tight agai prepared for it. In
their quick sta ght against a Kerry £ R
: rts, That K y team that arer :
from there and hat settled us into the gam enowned for
2 eand
come back at USO\E?tI;Ed up.a_lead that we Qgidn’t- a;:;d we P_USljec.:I on
a goalin the last Few minust}eszlrjig' “Iihlte'they did
3 a few points

after that, we h

i 1 ung on and | = i L

point that secured the Victo‘:;klly enough Karl Lacey kicked overth
S 2 . 2}

g

- - main things from that déy was that we played so well in mid-

ied Corkone of their main platForm‘s for setting up artacks.
er (pictu:ed) had one of his best ever daysina Donegal jersey
some incredible balls in the air from lkick-outs. It feally'he’l_ped
s s =< O 0P and we licked some great scores in the period just after
S e We got caught out @ bit at the end when Colm O’Neill got in for
ey oo I the closing stages. There were anly two points in it at the final
- =ndweonly have ourselves Lo blame for that because | thought we
= im control of the game 2t that stage. @ne of my main memories of
dyas S=E IS of the ponegal fans taking over Croke Park and turning it
s 2nd gold. | don't know how many Donegal people were there but
ey SEE US great support. as they have Gone aliyear.It'sa massive boost
= oressurised game like that to know that the crowd is hehind you-




pionship

MARTY
BOYLE

Age: 27

Club: Naomh Conaill
Height: 6" 1”
Weight: 12st

MICHAEL
' BOYLE

Age: 25
Club: Termon
Height: &’

Weight: 16st

| e - RYAN
BRADLEY

Age: 26
Club: Buncrana
Height: 6’ 2"
Weight: 14st




PAUL
DURCAN

| Age:20

Club: Four Masters
Height: 6" 5"
Weight: 15st

STEPHEN
GRIFFIN

Age: 24

Club; St Naul’s
Height: 6’2"
Weight: 14st

RORY
KAVANAGH

Age: 30
Club: St Eunan’s
Height: 6" 2"
| Weight: 14st

~ ADRIAN

NEIL
GALLAGHER

Age: 29
Club: Glenswilly

| Height: 6 2”
| Weight: 15st

HANLON

Age: 26

Club: Dungloe

. Height: 5’8"
Weight: 12st 7lbs

| KARL
' LACEY

Age: 28

Club: Four Masters
Height: 5" 11"

| Weight: 14st




GAAECT

- PATRICK
' McBREARTY
Age: 19

Club: Kilcar
Height: 6
Weight: 12st 7lbs

COLM
McFADDEN

Age: 29
. Club: Naomh Micheal
| Height: 6’

Weight: 13st 7lbs

| NEIL
McGEE

Age: 26
Club: Gaoth Dobhair
Height: 6" 1"
Weight: 15st

ALL All-Ireland Seni¢

' MARTIN

- McELHINNEY
Age: 24

- Club: Naomh Micheal
Height: 6’ 2"

Weight: 13st 7lbs

EAMON
McGEE

Age: 28

Club: Gaoth Dobhair
Height: 6 2"
Weight: 13st 7lbs

FRANK
' McGLYNN

Age: 26

Club: Glenfin
Height: 5" 11"
Weight: 13st
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- | PADDY
McGRATH
E Age: 23

Club: Ardara
| Height:5" 11"
| Weight: 12st 7lbs

DANIEL
McLAUGHLIN

Age: 22
Club: Naomh Micheal
Height: 5" 11"

Weight: 12st 7lbs

DERMOT
MOLLOY

Age: 21

Club: Naomh Conaill
Height: 6’
Weight: 12st

Senior Championship

MARK
McHUGH
Age: 22
Club: Kilcar
 Height: 511"
- Weight: 12st 7lbs

LEO
McLOONE

Age: 23
Club: Naomh Conaill
Height: 6’

Weight: 14st

| MARTIN
- O’REILLY
]

| Age:19

| Club: Mac Cumhaills
' Height: 5’9"

- Weight: 125t 7lbs
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An Instititid Teicneolaiochta,

Barry Dunnion, Karl Lacey
and Paul Durcan

Eamon McGee

-y

e . 2 R § % o Tt
Rory Gallagher Pat Shovelip James Horan | Alan pillo

‘Congratulations to IT Sligo’s current [ I
and former students on reaching  MEEERECIRS
the 2012 All-lreland Football Final. 1+353.(0) 7191 5
ﬁ _ e : e . =& Einfo@itsligo.ie

IT Sligo. Inspired Learning. Winning Teams. € www.itsligo
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‘ CHRISTY ANTHONY

- TOYE THOMPSON
Age: 29 I Age:26

- Club: Naomh Michedl Club: Naomh Conaill
. Height: 6’ 2" Height: 6’

| Weight: 14st Weight: 12st 7Ibs

DAVID
- WALSH

1 Age: 30

Club: Naomh Brid
Height: 6’
Weight: 125t 7lbs

DECLAN
WALSH

Age: 23
Club: Malin
Height: 6°
Weight: 13st

47




By Alan Mac Maoldidin, GAA Communications Manager

t Oliver Plunkett Park,

Crossmaglen is accarding to

Google Maps just shy of 60
miles from Croke Park.

In terms of arguably the most Fanciful
journey taken by any group of
Footballers in modern football since
Donegal’s last championship outing
‘against Armagh 26 months ago, the
Famed venue might as well be in a
different solar system.

Without pressing the hyperbole
button it really has been that stark.

It seems an age ago now but the
accompanying headlines after what
was described as a ‘facile’ 2-14 to 0-
11 qualifier win for the hosts included
‘Armagh swat woeful Donegal aside’,

The defeat ended the managerial
stint of John Joe Doherty and paved
the way for the incumbent, Jim
McGuinness.

Thatit came 10 months aftera 14-
point hammering to Cork at Croke
Park did not help matters.

itwould not be an exaggeration to say
the outing in question was something
of a nadir for a county that has always
held the game dearto its heart.

Donegal as a county has, at times at
least, been viewed as being too 'nice"
and unable to forge the necessary
steel, but with an undoubted knack
for churning out quality footballers.

Easy assumptions? Lazy observations?

Sweeping generalisations?

| - Visit www.GA/

Perhaps, but not entirely without
Foundation either.

How perceptions can be rendered
obsolete with the passing of even the
shortest periods of time.

Few team voyages in recent times
have generated more acreage in terms
of newsprint, Lesser still sound bites
go leorthrough the dissection and
analysis of a way of playing that has
shook the last remnants of the kick
and catch brigade.

Therein lies the kernel of a story that
has already been touted as the next
stage in the evolution of football.

if Armagh and more notably Tyrone
took football in a certain direction
from the early stages of the last
decade, Donegal have nudged it along
another tangent over the last 26-
month period which has seen them
lose only one championship outing,

boolca second All-Ireland final day out

and annex first ever back-to-back
Ulster wins.

The current manager’s role in this
process cannot be overstated.,

Mindset. Organisation. System.

Nine of the players who started
against Armagh that day played
against Cork. Another came on,

Neil McGee, one of three Gaoth
Dobhair brothers togged today, has
had a bird’s eye view of the transition,

He was one of the nine that day in
Cross’. He will play today where it

matters most and crucially has been 2
defensive ceg in an approach based
first and foremost on getting it right
atthe back.

That much they have done—and
more,

“We always felt that the talent was
there but ak times things were all over
the place,” points out the 26-year-cle
construction worker.

“We weren’t Gt enough and it was the
first thing Jim brought to the set up
last year.

“The one thing about coming aut of
Crossmaglen that day was that the
boys were willing. The spirits were
down and we had a lot to prove
because things hadn’t gone well but =
iot of the boys were willing to put in
the work and it was just a matter of
getting the right direction and that's
what fim has brought to it.

“As you would be for every
championship game we were well up
for it but they hit us for two goals in
10 minutes and it took the wind out of
our sails. We had a lot of bad
memories from Armagh and knew
that they were going to go at us hard.

“It was a formality after that and they
justwound down the clock.”

OFf course you could quite easily have
been perched here 12 months ago
reading this synopsis and had it been
so the journey would have been all the
more remarkable given it was year on=
of the ‘Glenties-led Revolution’.




St Toim McFadden goal bound

W =Fort flew averagainst

S m===d of under shortly after
= he eventual All-Ireland
Msmars navigated the wobbleto
Wes =nc write their own piece of

we == that followed bordered
a in some quarters.
hose with a particular
= z=me-plans, it was

sure what all the fuss

d believes the attacking
w0 o theirapproach in 2012

= rection for the team

i o the critics he adds: ©|

o w=sabitoverthetop andit
7= rom Dublin. Some

“ wer= giving out about us but
S ©oraise the way Dublin

puief that day.

= worked on things in training
"o to run the game and we
W w= were getting good

“ o it but obviously when
= .2 2gainst Dublin it was a

i <tory.

b e=nced well too but they
== ‘o 2dd on a couple of more

' most of the good base we had. It
~ wasn’t negative. - :

: -"Th'e development of the team meant

alright afterwards but it’s all a bit hazy to
be honest.

“I remember there was a massive hype
and everyone was mad to wear the
jersey and get out and kick ball and |
thinkit's the same way now.

that change was going to happen.
The first thing we had to sort out was
to get a good defensive base and it’s
about improving all of the time.”
“Gaoth Dobhair didn’t have anyone on it
at the time so it’s a massive boost for the
club to have the three of us on it now.

The last time silverware of the variety
on offer today was a possibility for
the ‘Hills’ McGee was six.

“The boys winning in
1992 probably left
them thinking
they’d be back
again but 20
years on we

He admits his
recollections of all
the fuss are patchy
but remembers
the giddiness that

permeated haven't been
throughout the back. Hopefully
county and we can do it
indeed justice now.”
considerably

further afield. In terms of

symmetry 20 is
a nice round
figure. It's now
over to the class
of2012.

“Iwas sixand |
only have vague
memories of
sitting on the
couch watching
it,” he recalls.

Bonfires at the
ready.

“The Sam
Maguire came
to the school




DONEGAL

MAY 20, BREFFNI PARK
Donegal 1-16
JULY 16, BALLYBOFEY
Donegal 2-13
JUNE 30, CLONES
Donegal 0-12

TOTAL SCORED: 6-87 (105)

Colm McFadden,
Donegal

JULY 22, CLONES

Cavan Donegal

AUGUST 5, CROKE PARK

Derry Donegal

AUGUST 26, CROKE PARK

Tyrone  0-10 Donegal

TOTAL CONCEDED: 3-63 (72) ~

COLM McFADDEN
MICHAEL MURPHY
LEO McLOONE
RORY KAVANAGH
MARK McHUGH

FRANK McGLYNN

& PADDY McBREARTY

RYAN BRADLEY

DAVID WALSH

% KARL LACEY

MARTIN McELHINNEY
DECLAN WALSH

NEIL GALLAGHER
ANTHONY THOMPSON
NEIL McGEE

DANIEL McLAUGHLIN

CHRISTY TOYE

2-18

1-12

0-16

Down
Kerry

Cork

26/8 TOTAL

0-5

3-28
0-13

2-3




PNE24, MACHALE PARK
i 4-20
M35, DR. HYDE PARK
0-12

TR SCORED: 7-69 (90)

Leitrim  0-10

Sligo 0-10

AUGUST 4, CROKE PARK

Mayo 3-18 Down 2-9
SEPTEMBER 2, CROKE PARK

Mayo 0-19 Dublin  0-16

TOTAL CONCEDED: 2-45 (51)

Cillian O'Connor, Mayo










Best wnshes to Alan DI"OI‘I
“and the Mayo team from aII your
colleagues in HORIZON

CONTACT US @ SFANational
§ 2. ¢ Business Award
Westport, Mayo | +353 98 50600

34 Upper Baggot St, Dublin 4 | +353 1906 0500
www.teamhorizon.ie | info@teamhorizon.ie
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MAIGH EO
PLAYER
PROFILES

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
DAV’ D Debut: 2005

BU RKE Appearances: 19

Scores: 0-0
Age: 28 Honours: 4 Connacht FSC,

- : - 3 Connacht U21,
Club: Ballina Stephenites 2 Connacht MEC

Height: 6'2"
Weight: 14st 5lbs

AN CAPTAEN

CHRIS
BARRETT

Age: 25

Club: Belmullet
Height: 5’ 9”
Weight; 12st

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2010

Appearances: 4

Scores: 0-0

Honours: 3 Connacht FSC,
1 All=Ireland U21,

3 Connacht U21

CoLM
BOYLE

Age: 26

Club: Davitts
Height: 5’ 9"
Weight: 12st

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2008

Appearances: 6

‘Scores: 0-1

Honours: 1 Connacht F5C,
1 All-lreland U21,

2 Connacht U21

| GER
' CAFFERKEY

Age: 25

Club: Ballina Stephenites
Height: 6" 17

Weight: 13st 5lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2009

Appearances: 13

Scores: 0-0

Honours: 3 Connacht F5C,
1 All-Ireland U21,

3 Connacht U21




CATHAL
CAROLAN

Age: 23

Club: Crossmolina
Height: 5’ 7"
Weight: 12st

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: N/A :
Appearances: 0

Scores: 0

Honours: 1 Connacht U21

ALAN
DILLON

Age: 28

Club: Ballintubber
Height: 5" 10"
Weight: 12st 4lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2003

Appearances: 40

Scares: 1-89

$% Honours: 5 Connacht FSC,
2 Connacht U21,

2 Connacht MFC,

1 GAA AllStar

'RICHIE
|
FEENEY
| Age: 29
| Club: Castlebar Mitchels
Height: 6’
Weight: 12st 7lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2011

Appearances: 8

Scores: 0-1

Honours: 2 Connacht FSC;
1 Connacht U21,

1 Connacht MFC

| MICHAEL
CONROY

Age: 27

Club: Davitts
Height: 5’9"
Weight: 12st 11lbs

| JASON
DOHERTY

Age: 22

Club: Burrishoole
Height: 5" 11"
Weight: 12st 9lbs

ALAN
FREEMAN
Age: 23

Club: Aghamore
Height: 6" 1"
Weight: 13st 8lbs

P RECDH




| Age:32

|GAA FOOTBALL AlLIiciidSeris

PEADAR =
GARDINER |

Club: Crossmolina
Height: 5" 11"
Weight: 12st 2Ibs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2004

‘Appearances: 33

Scores: 0-6

Honours: 5 Connacht FSC

JASON R

GIBBONS

Age: 23

Club: Ballintubber
Height: 6" 3"
Weight: 14st 9lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2011
-Appearances: 3

Scores: 0-0

Honours: Z Connacht F5C,
1 Connacht U21

KEVIN
KEANE

Age: 22

Club: Westport
Height: 6’

Weight: 12st 13lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2012

Appearances: 4

Scores: 0-0

Honours: 1 Connacht FSC,
1 Connacht U21,

1 Connacht MFC

| DANNY
GERAGHTY

Age: 21

Club: Ballintubber
Height: 6’

| Weight: 14st 10lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2012

Appearances: 2

Scores; 0-2

Honours: 1 Connacht FSC,
1 Connacht MFC

KEITH
HIGGINS

Age: 27

Club: Ballyhaunis
Height: 5’ 10"
Weight: 71st 12lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2005

Appearances; 25

Scores: §-4

Honours: 4 Connacht FSC,
1 All-lreland U21,

1 Connacht U21,
Young Player of the Year
{2006) :

| LEE
KEEGAN

Age: 22

Club: Westport
Height: 5" 11"
Weight: 12st 131lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2011

Appearances: 6

Scores: 0-4

Honours: 2 Connacht FSC,

1 Connacht U21




Proud to be Main Contractors
for McHale Park Redevelopment

MVS -

Putting Castlebar and Mayo first

Best Wishes from

E-mall mfo@MVSL ie




SHANE

McHALE

Age: 21

Club: Knockmore
Height: 6’ 17
Weight: 13st 6lbs

‘CHAMPIONSHIP-RECORD
Debut: 2072 .
Appearances: 1

Scores: 0-0

Honaours: 1 Connacht FSC,
1 Connacht MFC -

BARRY

' MORAN

Age: 26

Club: Castlebar Mitchels
Height: 6" 4”

Weight: 15st

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2005

Appearances: 19

Scores: 3-9 :
Honours: 3 Connacht FSC,
1 All-Ireland U21,

3 Connacht U21

KENNETH

O’MALLEY

Age: 25

Club: Ballinrobe
Height: 5" 11"
Weight: 12st

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2007

Appearances: 4

Scores; 0-0

Honours: 2 Connacht FSC,

1 All-Iretand U21,

2 Connacht U21

| GAA FOOTBALL /

KEVIN
McLOUGHLIN

Age: 23

Club: Knockmore
Height: 5" 11"
Weight: 125t 5lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2009

Appearances: 13

Scores: 2-11

Honours: 3 Connacht F5C,
2 Connacht U271

CILLIAN
O’CONNOR

Age: 20

Club: Ballintubber
Height: 6’
Weight: 14st 3lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2011
Appearances: 9

Scares: 1-42 |
Henours: 2 Connachk FSC,
2 Connacht MFC,

Young Footballer of the
Year (2011)

AIDAN
O’SHEA
Age: 22

Club: Breaffy
Height: 6" 4
Weight: 16st 2lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2009

Appearances:; 14

Scores: 3-7

Honours: 3 Connacht FSC,
1 Connacht U21,

1 Connacht MFC




Moments r hlstory |ast|ng forever

Imaging Ireland produce unfque and inno vative products and s services specialising in spartfng memambma

- Our products capwre those magic sporting moments and places for Sports Fans, Club fundralsmg activity, Carporate Pmducts Spedal
glfts and more. We deliver world dlass products worldwide. Send that special person a unique gift which will never beforgotten

Scan this OR code with your smartphone to ‘ E i
bring you directly to the wehbsite:

www.lmaglnglreland.com :
or call 043 668 3750

Email; john@imagingireland.com
. orbemard@imagingiteland.com

Imaging Ireland@ ‘

MEDIA PROMOTIONS LTD

) FLANAGANS GASTRO PUB

Brickens, Claremorris, Co. Mayo
(on the N60 between Claremorrls & Ballyhaunis)

CAUME PARK STADRIM

Food Served
Wednesday to
Sunday 12pm to 9pm

Lunch & a la Carte

AWARDS




SEAMUS
O’SHEA
Age: 25

Club: Breaffy
Height: 6 2"
Weight: 14st 11lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD

Debut: 2010 .
Appearances: 7
‘Scores; 0-2

'ENDA
VARLEY

Age: 26

Club: Garrymore
Height: 5" 9”
Weight: 12st 5lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut; 2010

‘Appearances: 9

Scores: 0-8 .
Honours: 2 Connacht FSC,
1 All-freland U21,

2 Connacht U21

- DONAL
- VAUGHAN

Age: 23

Club: Ballinrobe
Height: 6’
Weight: 13st 7lbs

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: 2000
Appearances: 15

Scores: 0-3 -

Honours: 3 Connacht FSC,

2 Connacht U21 -

EVAN
REGAN

Age: 19

Club: Ballina Stephenites
Height: 5' 10"

Weight: 12st

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
Debut: N/A

 Appearances; 0

Scores: 0-0

Honours: 1 Connacht FSC

JAMES HORAN

Horan made his name in management with
Ballintubber, guiding them back into the seniar ranks
after his appointment in 2007 and then to a maiden
Mayo title in 2010. As a player, Haoran was a brilliant
wing-forward, winning three Connacht titles and
appearing in the three All-ireland finals (including -
replays) as well as gaining GAA All Star awards in 1996
and '99. Horan guided Mayo to their 43rd Connacht
title with victory over Sligo last July. The 40-year-old
was born in New Zealand and is a father of four.

BAINISTEOIR |



OLD GHOSTS CAN MAKE
WAY FOR IMMORTALS

By Keith Duggan, Irish Times

in an All-Ireland semi-final which

offered the last word in the old
saying that Familiarity breeds con-
tempt. In the lead-up to the match,
the Westerners were absolutely cer-
tain that they would have no problem
dealing with Donegal. Up in Donegal,
the general assumption was that
beating Mayo was a done deal. Both
counties, in short, believed that the
other had a rubbish team.

I n August 1992, Donegal met Mayo

It was Padraig Brogan’s misfortune to
be caught in the middle that day. The
Knockmore man had spent the
summer re-establishing a sometimes
incandescent Mayo career aftera
single season spent moonlighting as a
Donegal man. He had been involved
with Donegal for their ill-fated Ulster
'91 season which ended with a
hammering against an irresistible
young Down team in the provincial
final. Now, Brogan found himself back
in a Mayo shirt and entering a cagey,
nerve-ridden match in the second half.
The appearance of their former team-
mate drew the expected reaction from
indignant Donegal men.

“l got a fair few belts too,” Brogan
recalled in an interview years later.
“They were lining up to say hello. But
they were a fine bunch of lads and | was
delighted For them.” Donegal won on a
scoreline of 0-13 to 0-9 in a match of
such staggering mediocrity that it
almost certainly convinced the
awaiting Dublin team that ifeven a
dozen of them showed up for the All-
Ireland final halfway sober, they would
still win it comfortably. It didn't quite
work out that way.

Brogan’s introduction in that semi-
final enhanced a rich Donegal-Mayo
tradition which bridges the decades
back to the great Mayo side
established by Gerald Courell and
Jackie Carney in the middle part of the
last century. In 1948, Paddy
Prendergast, the livewire full-back on
the 1950 and ‘51 teams was happily
kicking ball for Dungloe while he was
stationed in Ardara garda station.
(Everyone knows that all Mayo Guards
end up in Donegal and that all Mayo
stations are full of Donegal men.

John Forde, the army man from Ballina
also spent a few seasons kicking
football in Donegal before ferming
part of the great Mayo full-back line
with Prendergast and Sean Flanagan).

Prendergast had lined out for Donegal

when he received a letter of invitati=
to take part in a trial game for Mayc
against Galway. He fretted over the
letter, finally showing it to Frankie
White of Sligo. It took several Donez
men to persuade him that it would ==
be treasonable to line out for his
native county before he agreed to
make the leng trip by bus to Ballinz
Understandably, the Mayo men kez:
him and that was that.

Overthe years, the traffic between =
counties was constant, and invariaz
it had repercussions on the footbz
field. Martin Carney from
Ballyshannon had already finishec =
glittering career with Donegal whe=
began to play for Mayo. He was jus:
continuing a family tradition: his v
Jackie had played on the Mayo tear



Donegal’s 1992 All-Ireland winning team

7236 and trained the 1950/°51

ntage. He was teaching and living in
“zstlebar when he decided to transfer
= 1979: Mayo had not won a
“onnacht title since 1967. But Carney
«as captain when they broke through
= 1987 and was still on the panel
«nen the county returned to the
_onnacht final of 1989.

=nce then, Mayo have been one of the
—ast consistent football counties in
-zland and their enduring love for
>zelic football and their Faith in the
=~=zen and red has become one of the
—otifs of the summer championship.
zyo show up, season after season.
“onegal have shape-shifted countless
mes in the years when Mayo pushed
~=rd for All-Ireland titles. At times the
_ster men looked like contenders, at
—es they looked all washed up.

»w, both Donegal and Mayo have
szen transformed by theirrespective
—znagers, Jim McGuinness and James
~oran. Both teams have made it to
s day on merit and are
—~zracterised by a granite self-belief

& -

and unity of purpose. Both these
teams are bucking their respective
traditions. These are lean, hungry
teams coming from big football
counties that have probably punched
below their weight for too long.

That is why this is such a special All-
Ireland weekend. Officially, The
Gathering will take place next year but
the clans from Donegal and Mayo got
a head start this weekend. They are
here from London, frem Chicago, from
New York and beyond in the belief that
they are going to witness something
historic.

And either way, it will be historic. And
they know each other. The familiarity
remains except that now it is
accompanied by respect. Foryears,
Donegal people took pride in the Fact
that Ciaran McDonald, the
Crossmolina natural, has a Donegal
connection through his father. And it
goes both ways. Michael Murphy’s
Father Mick is frem Bonniconlon. Paul
Durcan'’s father John hails from
Foxford (where, in the homecoming

MAGEE

TAILORE

nights of 1951 Seén Flanagan stood on
the stage and told the crowd: ‘The one
thing warmer than a Foxford blanket is
a Foxford welcome.’).

Go to any pub in Mayo or Donegal and
you will find the same photographs:
black and whites of Mayo 1950/'51 or
the obligatory framed image of Brian
McEniff’s smart lads from 1992. After
today, one of these teams is going to
join them. It is a strange thing to come
from a county which produces football
teams that, while strong enough to do
well on many seasons, rarely wins in
September. It means that an odd
immortality is conferred on their All-
Ireland champion sides: they are
literally never forgotten.

So there will be a lot of history and old
ghosts swirling around Croke Park
today. The thing about Mayo and
Donegal people fortunate enough to
be here in this stadium is that they get
all that. They know what this this day
means.

And so: listen to that roar.



ROUND BY ROUND WITH...

We asked Mayo goalkeeper David Clarke to cast an eye back on six defining images of his side’s campaign to date.

Connacht GAA Football Championship Semi-Final
Mayo 4-20 Leitrim 0-10, MacHale Parlk, June 24

Connacht GAA Football Championship Final
Mayo 0-12 Sligo 0-10, Dr. Hyde Park, July 15

| Visit www.GAA.ie for a:il the




&4 Football All-Ireland Senior Championship Quarter-Final
Mayo 3-18 Down 2-9, Croke Park, August 4

GAA Football All -IrelaHd Senior Campionshxp Semi-Final
Mayo 0-19 Dublin 0-16, Croke Park, September 2




GAA FOOTBALL AlLIfElndS

SENIOR FOOTBALL
ROLL OF HONOUR

(35) 1903, 1904,1909, 1913, 1914, 1924, 1926, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1937, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1946, 1953, 1955,
52,1959, 19701975 1978, 1970 1980 1981, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1997, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2007,2009. " "

M (23) 1891, 1892, 1894, 1807, 1898, 1899, 1901, 1902, 1906, 1907,
ool 1522 1923, 1942, 1958, 1963, 1974, 1976, 1977, 1983, 1995, 2011

- GALWAY (9) 1925, 1934, 1938, 1956,
© 1964, 1965, 1966, 1998, 2001.

MEATH (7} 1049, 1954, 1967,
1987, 1988,1996, 1999,

CORK (7} 1890, 1911, 1945,
1973, 1989, 1990, 2010.

WEXFORD (5) 1893,
1915, 1916, 1917, 1918.

CAVAN (5} 1933, 1935,
1947, 1948, 1952,

DOWH (5) 1960, 1961,
1968, 1991, 1994,

T

TIPPERARY (4} 1889
1895, 1900, 1920.

KILDARE (4) 1905,
1919, 1927, 1928.

T

LOUTH (3) 1910,
1912, 1957.

MAYO (3} 1936,
1950, 1951.

OFFALY (3)1971,
1972, 1982.

TYRORNE (3] 2003,
2005, 2008,

o

LIMERICHK (2} 1887,
1896.

ROSCOMMON (2}
1943, 1944.

L DONEGAL (1) 1992.



BRIAN FARRELL, MEATH

COLM McFADDEN, DONEGAL

12 Facchiirifegih SEAN McCORMACK, LONGFORD

BERNARD BROGAN, DUBLIN
IAN RYAN, LIMERICK

COLM COOPER, KERRY

Sedn McCorr;‘l"

| Langaili EMLYN MULLIGAN, LEITRIM

CILLIAN O’CONNOR, MAYO 0-23

ADRIAN MARREN, SLIGO

COLM O’NEILL, CORK

DARA O CINNEIDE, KERRY - 3-22(31)
_ PADRAIC JOYCE, GALWAY T s en
" 0ISiN McCONVILLE, ARMAGH ~ 1-38(41)
6-23 (41)
PETER CANAVAN, TYRONE " Tty
~ MATTY FORDE, WEXFORD 3-38 (47)
STEPHEN O'NEILL, TYRONE 5-50 (65)
' CONORMORTIMER,MAYO  1-36(39)
JAMES MASTERS, CORK 3-30(39)
JOHN DOYLE, KILDARE 2-26(32)
COLM COOPER, KERRY  1-34(37)
 JOHN DOYLE, KILDARE 1-49 (52)

COLM COOPER, KERRY ~ 2-27(33)

Visit www.GAA_.ie for all th
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KERRY MEATH DOWN ME».!\TH.
OFFALY GALWAY DONEGAL DUBLIN
OFFALY KERRY DERRY : CORK
OFFALY KERRY ® DOWN DUBLIN
CORK GALWAY DUBLIN : TYRONE
DUBLIN GALWAY MEATH MAYO
KERRY DUBLIN MEATH MAYO ®
DUBLIN KERRY KERRY MAYO
DUBLIN ARMAGH GALWAY KILDARE
KERRY DUBLIN MEATH CORK
KERRY DUBLIN KERRY GALWAY
KERRY ROSCOMMON KERRY GALWAY ®
KERRY OFFALY GALWAY MEATH
OFFALY KERRY ARMAGH KERRY
DUBLIN GALWAY TYRONE ARMAGH
KERRY DUBLIN KERRY MAYO
KERRY DUBLIN TYRONE KERRY
KERRY TYRONE KERRY MAYO
MEATH CORK KERRY CORK
MEATH CORK TYRONE KERRY
MEATH CORK ® KERRY CORK
CORK MAYO CORK DOWN

CORK MEATH DUBLIN KERRY




LEINSTER LEINSCER [
Longford 0-12
Louth 0-14
Meath 0-11  Wicklow
Dublin 0-12  Louth
§ Wexford 2-9  Longford
Wexford 0-15 Longford
! Meath 1-12  Carlow
Meath 1-9 Carlow ®
| Kildare 0-6  Offaly
! Meath 1-11  Kildare
| Dublin 1-10  Wexford
FINAL
Dublin Meath

MUNSTER.

Limerick = 2-12
Kerry 0-16
Clare  1-13

Tipperary
Limerick
Cork 0-17 Kerry
FINAL

Cork 3-16 Clare

Waterford

! Donegal

Down
Donegal
FINAL

- Donegal

B CONNACHT

Sligo
Galway

£ Leitrim
B Sligo
i Mayo

| FINAL

Mayo

- Galway
Leitrim

Sligo

Cavan Vil
| Laois 1-10

Antrim
Fermanagh i
Armagh
Derry
Menaghan
Tyrone

Down

ROUND 1

Antrim 2-11

";'; Longford  0-17
i Wicklow  1-17
| Tipperary  1-12
| Westmeath 1-15
_-: Roscommon 1-11
| Cavan 3-13

i ROUND 2
H Limerick 1-21

Tipperary 1-13

¢ Antrim 0-11
& Tyrone 1-16

New York

Roscommon
Lendon

Leitrim 0-13

Laois 2-12
Kerry 2-10
Kildare 3-20
ROUND 3

Laois 1-13

 Kerry 1-16
g Kildare 0-19
& Tipperary  0-10
% ROUND 4 =

Laois 1=15

| Down  1-13
| Kerry 2-22.

Klldare 0-13

{ ALL-IRELAND QUARTER-FINALS

Mayo 2 Down
Carlow B Dublin : Laois
London = Cork Kildare
Derry " Donegal Kerry
Waterford ' s 2
Offaly
Louth
Armagh
Fermanagh

| ALL-IRELAND SEMI-FINALS

0-16 1-11 Cork
0-19 0-16 Dublin
Longford (aet)

Wexford

Galway

Roscommon

Wicklow

Monaghan

Westmeath

Cavan

Leitrim
Tyrone
Limerick (aet)
Antrim

Meath
Tipperary
Clare

Sligo




1987

By Arthur Sullivan

here's a vocabulary of Meath
I football. A repository of
wisdom, dipped into
whenever Royal football feats
require explanation. The words and
phrases are familiar. Tough.
Physical. Never-say-die.
Uncompromising. Unforgiving.

Perhaps every team that ever came
from the fifth province carried the
weight of such words on their
shoulders. But no team crystallised
this enduring vernacular quite like
the All-Ireland winning Meath teams
of 1987 and 1988 did.

‘When tracing the evolution of that
team, there are many portals of
discovery to be explored in the long
run of years that went before they
eventually triumphed.

The story starts with the early years
of the careers of Mick Lyons, Gerry
McEntee, Joe Cassells and Colm
O'Rourke. Four men who would
become father figures to the 1987
generation, they had been around

MEATH JUBILEE TEAM

since the 1970s, battling against the
seemingly endless tide of Dublin and
Offaly success in Leinster.

Then along came Sean Boylan. The
charismatic icon who brought it all
together, his appointment as manager
in 1983 was the catalyst for change,
and the beginning of the march
towards success. Towards Sam.

A new crop of talent had emerged by
the mid 1980s to join those four
aforementioned on-field totems.
Martin O'Connell, Robbie O'Malley,
Liam Hayes and Bernard

Flynn were all part of the
team that lost to Dublin in the
1984 Leinster final, and who
then finally ended a 16-year
walik for a provincial title two
years laterin 1986, when they
beat Dublin by 0-9 to 0-7.

The victory march of 1687
began with wins over Laois
and Kildare. A second
successive Leinster title was
achieved with four points to

spare against Dublin in the final. A
winning narrative had been
established, and Derry were no match
for Meath in the All-Ireland semi-final.

Corlc awaited in the final, the first of
three All-Ireland deciders that would
take place between the two counties
from 1987-1990. Meath won that
game by 1-14 to 0-11, but it all could
have been so different. Mick Lyons’
famous block on Jimmy Kerrigan
(below), when he dived headfirst at the
Cork attacker’s goalbound shot, was a
moment upon which history hinged.




Le Martan O Ciardha

&

ganach foltach, Féasdgach ab
0 ea Martin Carney nuair a

chuir mé aithne don chéad
uair air i gColaiste na hOllIscoile i
nGaillimh i dtds na seachtdidi. Bhi a
chail mar pheileadoir taghtha chamh
fada leis an &it sular leag sé Féin cos
ann - bonn cracibhe buaite aige i
nDin na nGall lena chumann Naomh
Seosamh, Béal Atha Seanaigh agus
gan é fos seacht mbliana déag.
Niorbh aon ionadh go raibh a ainm
ar bharr an liosta ag captaen na
foirne Sigerson agus eisean ag earct
don séasiir a bhi le teacht.

Niorbh é Martin an peileaddir ba mho
ar an fhoireann na hOllscoile, niorbh é
ba laidre na ba théagartha ach an
oiread — go deimhin is ar éigin go raibh
se 11 cloch meachain. Ach in achar
gearr thuig mé go raibh duine de na
peileaddiri ab Fhearr a facthas riamh
tagtha inar lathair. Faoi chlddach na
féasodige agus na gruaige, bhiinchinn
peile den ghrad ab airde agus an
inchinn sin tiomainte ag croi créga
nach bhfaca mise a shard.

Facin am ar fhag sé an Ollscoil ina
dhiaidh, bhi an pobal a mba shuim leo

A bearded, recruiting broad

long-haired youth

Your link to the language! : www. 9“@(?& -£¢_, ; Do nasc leis an teanga!
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an Pheil Gaelach nios eolai Faoin
imreoir 6g seo, ach thuig siad siid a
raibh aithne acu air nach raibh a chail
achina tus. Bhisé indéan do Carneya
bheith ar dhuine de mhér-pheileaddiri
a linne. Mhair a shaol peile ag an
ngrad is airde 18 bliain agus is
comhartha ar a stéddas gur chuiran da
chontae lena imir sé Martin san
aireamh agus iadsan ag roghnu na
bpeileaddiri ab fhearr a sheas an féd
déibh. Sin iad na contaethe ata ag
casadh ar a chéile i gCluiche Ceannais
Sinsear na hEireann inniu, marbhi a
ainm sa line leath-thosach ar
Fhoireann na Milaoise i nDiin na nGall
agus san ionad céanna ar an
bhfoireann ab fhearr a d'imir do
Mhaigh Eo le 50 bliain.

Déagdir ab ea Martin Carney nuaira
d'imir sé do Dhiin na nGall i gCraobh
Sinsear Uladh don chéad uair riamh i
1971 —ilaran line leath thosach, in
aghaidh an Duin in 14r Chinn Tra. Idir
sin agus 1978 bhisé ar an bpairci
ngach cluiche a d’imir siad sa chraobh
5in, ina measc cluichi ceannais 1972
agus ‘74 nuair a fuaireadar an bua ar
Thir Eoghain agus aran Ddn (in
athimirt). Ba in aghaidh Dhoire i
mBaile na Scrine 1 1978 a d'imir
Martin i gCraobh Uladh don uair
dheireanch. Faoin trath sin bhi dornén
craobhacha buaite aige le Naomh
Seosamh - chomh maith le ’68,
bhuaigh siadsan cluichi ceannais an
chontae 70,73, 74,75 agus '76.

Post muinteoireachta a beith faighte

brain

aige i mBéal Atha na Muice a thug
Martin Carney go Maigh Eo agus
narbh gheal an la don chontae céanna
an ceapachan. | mbua in aghaidh
Liatroma i gCora Droma Ruisc i lar mhi
an Mheithimh 1979 a d'imir sé déibh i
gCraobh Chonnacht den chéad uair
agus ar feadh 11 bliain ina dhiaidh sin
bhi an Cearnach ar an bpaircingach
cluiche-craoibhe a d’imir Maigh Eo, cé
is méite do cheann amhdin in aghaidh
Liatroma i 1982 nuair a bhi sé
gortaithe.

Ba & a bhiina chaptaen nuaira
bhuaigh siad ar Shligeach sa chluiche
ceannais i 1982 agus nuair a d’imir
siad Ciarrai i gCluiche Leathcheannais
na hEireann. Bhuaigh sé boinn
Chonnacht aris i 1985, 1988 agus i
1989 - ba san athimirt in aghaidh Ros
Comain i gcluiche ceannais na blianta
sin a d’'imirsé i gCraobh Chonnacht
don uair dheireanach. Chaith sé
geansal Mhaigh Eo sa
tSraithchomértas Naisitinta i 1990
agus ba thrathdil go mba anseo i
bPairc an Chrdcaigh a chuir sé
deireadh lena shaol peile idir-chontae
—igcluiche cdilithe Sraithchomortais
in aghaidh na Miaran 120 Marta
1990.

Ba le Cummann Oileain Fadaigh a d'imir
Martin Carney nuair a d’aistrigh sé go
Maigh Eo — bhi Taoiseach na tire, Enda
Kenny mar chomradai imeartha aige i
dtus aimsire. Ach ansin d'aistrigh sé
chuig Mistéalaigh Chaisledin a Bharra,
lena bhuaigh sé cipla craobh contae.

his fame was only

in its infancy

Chaith sé sealanna ina bhainisteoir ar
Fhoirne miondr agus Faoi 21 Mhaigh
Eo. Sa Chraobhchomoértas Idir-Chuige
roghnafodh é ar fhoirne Chuige Uladh
agus Chonnacht agus bhi sé ar
fhoireann na nOllscoileanna a bhuaigh
an chraobh sini 1973,

Is fada an 14 an fhéasdg agus an folt
gruaite caite dé ag Martin Carney. Is
mar ainilisi pioctha, bearrtha, dea-
ghléasta ar chlar teilifise RTE The
Sunday Game is fearr aithne air na
laethanta seo. Ansitd freisin bionn a
chdiliochtai le n-aithint sa
mbreithitinas a thugann sé — éirim,
grinneas, cneastacht, ionracas agus
macantacht. Fil agus é ag lochtd piosa
imeartha, ni dhéanann sé peileadsira
ghortt né a mhasli. Ni sin an bealach
ata leis.

Ach ni bheinn ag stil lena mhalairt 6
dhuine vasal mar é.

destined

Your link to the language! : www. 9“(}'(2‘(,/‘5‘1, : Do nasc leis an teanga!
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INTO/RESPECT
EXHIBITION GO

oday’s GAA Football All-Ireland Finals

allow us an opportunity to showcase the

excellent work of our primary school
teachers and club coaches in promoting Gaelic
Games throughout Ireland, particularly for our
underage players.

Many of the players participating in today’s minor
and senior finals will speak volumes about the
basic skills and the respect ethos they developed
when at primary school. This work, often unseen
and undervalued, is coordinated by Cumann na
mBunscol in every county in Ireland and nurtured
in partnership by our club coaches.

The exhibition games on show here today are
based on small-sided games and in line with the
GAA Go Games and Give Respect — Get Respect

DONEGAL BOYS
2. PATRICK MURPHY St. Patrick’s BNS Wicklow Co. Wicklow
EAMONN KEOGH St. Teresa's N.S, Ballinalee Co. Longford

DIARMUID KING Annagh N.S. Milltown Malbay Co. Clare

GERARD BYRNE Scoil an Linbh losa Killymard. Donegal Co. Donegal

DANIEL GOGGIN O’Brennan N.S. KieldufF Tralee Co. Kerry
. JOEY WALSH Scoil Ruadhain Tullaroan Co. Kilkenny
PAU.L LUBY St, Colman’s N.S. Mucklagh Tullamore Co. Offaly
Mll;tE DEMPSEY Ballyadams N.S.. Athy Co. Kildare
10. LOUIS DEE St. Nessan’s N.S. Mungret Co. Limerick

11, JAMES RIORDAN Scoil Mhuire N.S. Abbeyside Co, Waterford

MAYO BOYS

2, RYAN CUNNINGHAM Abbey Primary School Newry Co. Down

3

JOSHUA KEANE Quinlivan Brierhill N.S. Brierhill Co.Galway
DARRAGH FLOOD St Peter Apostle SNS Clondalkin Co. Dublin
EOIN O'DWYER Glasnevin Educate Together N.S. Co. Dublin
JOHN JOE McVICKER Edmund Rice CBS Belfast Co. Antrim

EOIN CRILLY Saint & Scholars Integrated P.S. Armagh Co. Armagh
COLM JOYCE St. Corban’s N.S. Naas Co. Kildare

QISIN MULLIN RoundFort N.S. Hollymount Co. Mayo

10. RORY GAVAN Annahorish P.S. Toome Co. Derry

11. JACK TWOMEY Dromahane N.S. Mallow Co. Cork.




GAA Club Support
Programme };

Where your choices benefit your club

' CROKE PARK
The Croke Park HOtﬁ‘l CONFERENCE CENTRE

ference Centre,
to your preferred

The Croke Park Hotel Croke Park Conference Centre
Tel: (01) 871 4444 Tel: (01) 819 2300
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| GAA FOOTBALL A

philosophy where a balanced approach to
competition at this age is encouraged.
The benefits of small-sided games include
greater participation for all, improved
fitness levels and the organising of games

AppropiEte fo sheare ol thayaliths, Some of the initiatives which have taken place in 2012' to support

A ) the programme are:
In recent weelks 40 different children :

from primary schools have on each

Sunday enjoyed the experience of playing * Theintroduction of a team handshake with their opponents and

at half-time in Croke Park. With the - match officials at the commencement of a game
generous support of the INTO these half- : Enshrined into the inclusion and integration strategy of the
time games have given primary school Assomatlon :

children an opportunity to live the dream

. * Respect Go Games at halFtlme in Allianz League and
of playing a game on All-Ireland finals

'Champlonshlp games

day. o :

«  Thewearing ofthe Respect logoon Club and Referee jEI‘SEyS
Let us support their dream today and +  Development of a new joint Code of Behaviour when working
throughout their playing careers in the with Underage Teams for all GAA Clubs including Ladies Gaehc
GAA. !

Football, Camogae Handball and RoundersClubs

Go néiri go geal leo agus ar mbuiochas do
na muintecir{ agus na céitsedlaithe a
chuidigh linn agus leis na himreoiri vilig ar
fud na tire i rith na bliana.

Today's referees a | Bhailenora, Cork)

DONEGAL G.II‘II..S MAYO GIRLS

2. KAIESHA TOBIN St. May’s N.S. Dungarvan Co. Waterford . SIOBHAN DOOLAN St. Margaret's N.S. Curracloe Co. Wexford
AINE McNULTY St. Patrick's PS. Dungannon Co. Tyrone . MEAVE RYAN Sisters OF Charity PS. Clonmel Co, Tipperary
ANDREA D‘REt.I..LY The Vale N.S. Bailieborough Co. Cavan . FAITH McCOURT St. Joseph's N.S. Dundalk Co. L.m.:th
SINEAD DIXON Holy Family N.S. Rathcoole Co. Duplin 5. NICOLE McGARRY St. Patrick’s N.S. Ijrumshamho Co. Leitrim
HANNAH LOHAN John Scu.ttus School Dublin Co. Dublin : E LOUIS!% COLGANSE, Patﬁ_Fk’s N.5. Rathrilly Co. Carlow

SARAH SCALLY Ballyleague N.S. Ballyleague Co. Roscommon . REBECCA BREHONY Geevagh N.S. Geevagh Co. Sligo

EIMEAR SMYTH St. Patrick’s PS, Derrygonnelly Co. Fermanagh . BECKY OPPERMAN Scoil Najsiunta An Chroi Naofa Co. Cork

MARIA RAFFERTY St. Patrick’s PS Glen Co. Derry : : . LEAH O'CARROLL Inistioge N.S. Co. Kilkenny
10. LAURYN NIC GHRIOGHAR Scoil Eanna An Uaimh Co. Meath -10. EMMA REYNOLDS Cappataggle Central School Co. Galway

11. TARA HUGHES Ardnagrath N.S. Athlone Co. Westmeath 11. MORGAN NiIC CIONNA Gaelscoli Ultain Co. Monaghan

,,,,,, , v T




SIDELINE SNIPPETS:

A SIDEWAYS LOOK AT THE FINAL

WRITTEN IN THE STARS?

Mayo fans of a superstitious nature
will have been looking for signs that
they will end an All-Ireland fnal
drought that goes back to 1951 in
Croke Park today.

No doubt, in recent weeks, there were
wistful Westerners gazing at the stars
and analysing their tea-leaves as
closely as James Horan has been
Donegal’s formation.

They could do worse than to ease their
minds back to the day 61 years ago
when Mayo beat Meath to retain the
Sam Maguire Cup. Not only did Mayo
beat another team decked out in
green and gold, they did so on this
very date, September 23.

The world may have been a very
different place back then —
coincidentally, the Taoiseach and
devout Green and Red supporter Enda
I<enny was born that year—but
perhaps those Mayo fans wont to
invoking mystical forces in their
longing to see the return of Sam will
take some comfort from what others
might regard as a trivial piece of
happenstance.

: jan, in 1951

CENTURY MAN

Today, Eamonn McGee becomes the
latest Donegal centurion, completing
the remarkable double of appearing in
an All-Ireland final on the same day as
his 100th competitive outing for his
county.

The honour fell to Karl Lacey in the
semi-final win over Cork, when the
Four Masters clubman made his 100th
appearance for Donegal.

McGee, the 28-year-old Gaoth
Dobhair clubman, would have reached
that remarkable milestone against
Corkin the semi-final had he not
missed the Ulster final win over Down.

1Aeling snIpEETS

50 YEARS AGO TODAY

It’s hard to believe it now, in this
modern age of media saturation, but
the first All-Ireland finals to be shown
live on RTE were in 1962. In fact, the
first televised football final was played
exactly 50 years ago today, on
September 23, '62.

The football final that year was
between Kerry and Roscommon, a
game the Kingdom won by 1-12 to 1-4
before a crowd of 75,771 at GAA
Headquarters.

However, it is unlikely that the game
will be too fondly remembered by
those in attendance, or the many more
that tuned in to the live broadcast, as
it is widely regarded as one of the
poorest finals ever.

The Irish Times' Paddy Downey was a
little harsherin his analysis of the
game: “Seldom has the distinguished
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name of the champion footballers of
the Kingdom been associated with
such an appallingly undistinguished
game, and never has a Croke Park
final crowd been treated to such
spurious value for their money”.

To read more about the 1962 final
and RTE’s coverage of it, read Sedn
Moran’s article on page 10.

THE FASTEST GOAL

OFf course, the 1962 final is probably
remembered more for the scoring
feat of Kerry’'s Garry McMahon than
the quality of the fare on offer.

McMahon scored a goal for the
Kingdom after just 35 seconds,
which is to this day the fastest goal
ever scored in an All-Ireland final
and was until recently the fastest
goal ever scored in Croke Park.

Keen observers will point out that
Richard Dunne achieved a similar
feat while playing for the Republic of
Ireland against Bulgaria in a soccer
match in March 2009.

Garry, incidentally, is the son of
famed Listowel writer Bryan
McMahon, while there is also a
McMahon presence in Croke Park
today, as Garry’s brother, Muiris,
performs his duties as ‘maor’

of the press box with his usual grace
and good nature.

TANGLED ROOTS

Given Donegal and Mayo are located
so close to each other in the north-
west corner of the country —
Bonniconlon and Bundoran are less
than 90k apart —it's almost inevitable
that there would be some links
between the counties in evidence on
the field of play today.

Two of Donegal’s key players, captain
Michael Murphy and goalkeeper Paul
Durcan, have the sort of tangled roots
that could make today’s final an

interesting test of where their families’

loyalties lie.

Both players’ fathers hail from Mayo,
something that had never caused an
issue until both counties were pitched
together for just the second time in
the championship.

“There was a bit of cheering when
Mayo beat Dublin in the semi-final,
but we’d expect nothing else,” said
captain Murphy in the build-up to
Sunday’s game.

“Paul and | used to chat about it when
we were up and down in the car from
Dublin, what we would do ifthe
chance ever came.

“We'll have a word with them to get
them transferred over to Donegal
colours. I'm sure the fathers will be
hoping for the best for Donegal having

been living here for the last few years.”

Paul Durcan,
Donegal

DEDICATED FOLLOWERS

For many here today it may be the
first All-Ireland final they have
attended, but a select few
passionate followers of our games
can lay claim to reaching such lofty
heights as 50, 60 and even 100
consecutive All- Ireland finals.

John Joe Holleran, current chairman
of the Galway Football Board,
reaches the 100th consecutive All-
Ireland final milestone today, and he
hasn’t missed a final in either cade
since his first in 1962.

Jim Snow, who originally hails from
Co. Fermanagh and who has lived in
Pettigo, South Donegal for most of
his life, is looking forward to his 74th
consecutive All-Ireland Football final
since attending his first as an 18-
year-old in 1938.

We also have John Murphy from
Donegal Town attending his 60th
final while our very own Annette
Coyle, proud Kildare woman and tour
guide in the GAA Museum, attends
her 60th consecutive football final
today.

ToJohn Joe, Jim, Annette, John and
our many loyal members and
supporters, we acknowledge and
congratulate you all on this
wonderful achievement and hope
there will be many more to come.




GAA FIGURES AT A GLANCE

THANKYOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED AND VALUED SUPPORT

ver wondered how the GAA
puts its resources to use year
on year?

Every year the Assaciation publishes a
full set of accounts which cover both
the running of Croke Park and the
Association as a whole.

These accounts are made available
befare Congress and can be viewed on
line at GAA.ie

€49 million

Last year (2011) the GAA’s income was
€49m and 86% of these funds were
re-invested in GAA units and activities
of ane sort or another.

€37 million

No less than €37m of these funds were
distributed to GAA units nationwide
and to our growing networlk
internationally.

€5.4 million

€5.4m was invested in supporting
games development in schools, clubs
and counties.

| ALL-IRELAND QUALIFIER SERIES GATE INCOME 2002-2011
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52%

Tickets purchased by supporters to
attend games accounted for 52% of all
the GAA’s revenue,

32%

The next biggest figure in income is
the 32% generated by commercial
activity.
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So in addition to the unique
atmosphere supporters help to
generate at our big games, your
presence also has a huge bearing on
the overall health and well-being of
the GAA.

How much we can put backinto
coaching ouryoung players and
developing facilities to Foster this

'GRANTS FOR CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 2004-2011

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011




talent in addition to supporting players at all grades
and ages, is linked directly to the number of people
who attend our games.

Player welfare

This year we have worked harder than ever to promote
and market our games and we are delighted that year
onyear, our figures remain robust and on target.

At our first GAA Football Championship semi-fnal
four weeks ago, we welcomed our one millionth
championship supporter through the turnstiles and
it's this level of backing that allows Cumann
Luthchleas Gael to continue to invest in excellence
from nursery level to the highest echelons of our
games.

Ar mbutochas as bhur dracafocht.

SOURCES OF REVENUE 2011
Gate Receipts

32% Commercial Revenue

10% Otherincome

6%  State Funding

UTILISATION OF REVENUE 2011

20%
20%
16%
14%
6%

Payments to Counties
Games & Org. Development
Match & Competition Costs
Grants

Administration

Player Welfare
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The number of staff on dutyin Croke  The number of Iamps in the : ‘Width in metres of the giant screen

Park today, lncludmg 300 valuntary floodlights. at the Nally/Dineen Hill 16 terrace,
stewards. o the biggest outdoor screen in Europe.

The number of permanént turnstiles Tﬁe_n_uniber of steps the wi_nnin_'g ‘mil
in the stadium. There are additional  captain will climb in the Hogan Stand terr‘acmg, I:he equ valE
portable turnstiles in use today .. to collect the Sam Maguire Cup. marathun

' CROKE PARK STADIUM TIMELINE
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II'th I dd f
A Season oF sundays sk
= e - o captured by the Sportsfile

~ photographers

A season or sunday's
2012

The 16th edition of the best-selling
hardback in book shops from
mid November

6:

AWARD WINNING IMAGES

Images of the 2012 Gaelic Games year by the Sportsfile photographers Sportsfﬂe
GARKOL |
LA\ 3 OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHERS TO THE GAA

www.sportsfile.com

THE HOME OF THE GAA IN YOUR HOME

Ofﬁcnatly !lcensed by The GAA 10" X 10” replica of Croke Park,
expertly craffed and hand-painted to the finest detail.

Set on a polished wooden base with engraved name plague
and presen’red in an aftractive display case.

\\\\\

Find us on:

facebook & bwitter
+44 (0)28 8224 3977 2 OFFICIAL MERCHANDISE

| BUY NOW OR PRE ORDER FOR CHRISTMAS, TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
Limited Stock Avarlable



Zhampionship season may be
Zrawing to a close but the GAA

“useum remains open

roughout the year and is a must

or GAA fans of all ages. The
—useumn is home to many
=xclusive exhibits including the
original Sam Maguire and Liam
“acCarthy Cups, as well as the
new temporary exhibition ‘GAA -
A Global Phenomenon’ which

 GAA FOOTBALL All

GAA MUSEUM OPEN
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

opened this summer, Experience the
magic of a match day and walk in the
footsteps of legends on a Croke Park
Stadium Tour, operating from the
museum throughout the year.

For more information on visiting the
museum, taking a stadium tour and
special offers for groups and
individuals, visit our website —
www.crokepark.ie/gaa-museum.

Accompanied By éih'éxperiencet.f

tour guide, Vtsntors ascendtoa .

fandmarks,

There are five viewin'g'platﬁ:rms
along the 0.6km rooftop
walkway with audio-guides
providing historical information
and quirky anecdotes.

: yliine.
The GAA Museum lecated under the
~ Cusacl Stand, with special offers
: avadabi From November ;




" Now boarqu
for hlqh ﬂ\/ers

.. i 8

Introducing a whole new departure in travel: the
new Expressway fleet is ready for take-off. With
free Wi-Fi, extra legroom and charqging points for
personal electronics, this makes how you travel
intercity an easy choice. No expensive tolls. No
rising fuel prices. No hassle with parking.

Just frequent services connecting lreland’s ==
cities and towns all day long, and you can w=
rest and play while you're getting there.
some day,

air travel may

be this good. FIV EprGSSWG»

www.buseireann.e
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CONTINUED GROWTH OF GAA
COMMUNICATIONS PLATFORMS

he GAA has continued the
expansion of its
communications platforms

over the course of 2012 to ensure
members and supporters can access
news, fixtures and results easier
than ever before.

The Official GAA Facebook and Twitter
orofiles have grown consistently in
2012 and we would like to thank all
sur supporters who have helped
=stablish a strong positive online GAA
community on various social media
networks.

= new social media initiative was also

=stablished recently allowing
supporters send us a picture in their

'Round The Square Episode 5 - 2012

Share »  Send to Friend »

|

Watch e lstast &pisode of 'Rourid th SEusre as we check in with the
Dublin 3rid Hayo camps ahesd of their Ali-Ireiaod semb-inal on Sunday

- Croka Bark....

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

EJo_fﬁci.;algaa

county jersey along with a good luck
message for their team. The best

images are then displayed on the big
screens in Croke Park on match days.

A large number of counties have now
joined the GAA Family online with their
own individual social networlk profiles.
Combined our official county,
provincial and national social media
profiles have a following of over
300,000 people.

In tandem with these developments,
GAA.ie has continued to deliver the
latest GAA news and video content to
online users while on a weekly basis
our Championship columnists Steven
McDonnell (Armagh) and Donal Og

Rate: 4 9 % # &

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

www.Facebook.com/
officialgaa

Cusack (Cork) have given readers
fascinating insight into our games. All
news on the website also feeds
directly into our official iPhone,
Android and Nokia apps so supporters
can remain informed on our games
while on the go.

Our online show ‘Round the Square
also returned for a third series in 2012
and aired every Thursday since the
beginning of August. Each weel the
show features previews of upcoming
games, a player in focus and much,
much more.

IFyou are at the game today, why
not find us on Facebook or Twitter and
getinvolved!

CONTACT US

socialmedia@gaa.ie
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PRINT
IRISH

CLoBHUAIL
IN CIRINN

Catuchfeir
WY e st wmenomasoe e

CAPTUREYOUR (3}
MOMENTS

Turn your fawourite photos inte
phato books

o aacxrienin

HELLD & WELCOME!

You can begin creating beautiful photo books in
minutes with our easy to use website.

Photo books are the perfect way to enjoy that special
occasion. New babies, Birthdays, Weddings, or the Family
Album, these days we take so many digital photos just to
store them on the computer, never to be seen again. Print
your special moments in a beautiful book. Get as creative
as you want with our software. Backgrounds and frames,
graphics and text. Customise your book your way.

* Enter promo code: SAM2012

Visit www.captureme.ie today, this offer expires soon.

Terms & Conditions: Our full Terms and conditions are available to view on our website, This offeris not compatible with any other CaptureMe.ie offer. This offer expires 22nd D



SUPPORTING PLAYERS TO
WIN OFF THE FIELD

upporting players with their

off-field careers is a central

component of the GPA’s Player
Z=velopment Programme with over
220 county players assisted since the
==rvice was initiated in 2010.

"~z rationale behind the Programme is
= znsure that players take

onsibility for their future career
=~ospects and plan for their long-term
~=rsonal development.

S

“zyers who access the service are
==sessed by the GPA's Career Adviser
=0 along with supporting them with
o searching, CV preparation and
~=tworking also examines the available
sooortunities, the player’s transferable
«Is and further training or education
=zuirements.

“~e ultimate objective is to achieve not
=t gainful employment but to
=:ablish a meaningful career path,
==mething often neglected by
=mbitious players totally focussed on

achieving success on the field of play.

The consequences of this ‘tunnel
vision’ can be detrimental to the
player’s career development. Short-
term solutions chosen to
accommodate the substantial
commitment to county football or
hurling often lead to difficulties and
lost opportunities down the line.

However, through the GPA service
players are encouraged to examine
and promote the skills honed from
years playing Gaelic games at the top
level; dedication to team ethic,
commitment to hard work, leadership
skills and the ability to perform under
pressure. Businesses seek these
qualities in employees but players are
frequently unaware of the value of
embracing these transferable skills.

In more complex cases, where a player
is struggling to develop a meaningful
career path or to strike a balance
between the commitment to sport and
worlk/study, they are directed to the

GPA()

GPA’s Life Skills Programme where,
through one-to-one personal and
professional coaching the player has
the opportunity to reach their full
potential.

The GPA's Career Development
Programme also includes support for
players who wish to set up or
enhance their own business. Players
such as Tipperary hurler Conor
O’Mahony (irishbobbles.com), Dublin
footballer Philly McMahon
(bkstrengthandconditioning.com),
Fermanagh footballer Shane Lyons
(gnsfitness.com) and former
Waterford hurlers Eoin McGrath and
Mossie O’Keeffe (Over the Bar
Catering) are provided with financial
and general business planning along
with marketing and promotional
support.

For Further information about the
GPA Player Development
Programme, supported by the GAA,
see www.gaelicplayers.com




Rettsyndro mteﬁilreland

HELP US TODAY, TO GIVE THEM
GREATER HOPE FOR TOMORROW

CISTERCIAN COLLEGE

MOUNT SAI\IT]OSEI’H ABBIY ROSCREA, CO. T[I’PERARY

Gstercian College is a seven-day Boarding School for IntroductoryWeekend'
boys. The college places a strong emphasis on academic For 6th class students Fri Sth Ocrober -

performance and supervised study is available for students
7 days a week. Equally, sport is 2 major element of the .
sclm'ol day and .\‘E:z{it:: of thi art facili(ich are available for For Further Details:

both indoor and vutdoor activitics. The influence of the  (ontact our Admissions Secretary:
adjoining Monastery is an integral part of the (ollege and  © 0505-23344 £ 0505-22066

daily life is directly influenced by the presence of the ¢ admissions@ cisterciancollege.com
(stercian Monks. www.cisterciancollege.com

Our Motto:

We will mowe
the earth to
please
you!

Building: Public Works Members of CIF New Housing Scheme at Tulsk, Co. Roscommon.
Industrial, Roads and Sewers, Homebond Crossroads of Connacht.

Commercial, Ducting, Contractors to Two storey

Housing, Specialists in Gavernment Bodies 3 bedroom houses

Schools Site Development Local Authorities

Nationwide Service Phone 9 to 5pm only.




| LADIES ALL-IRELAND
| FOOTBALL FINALS 2012

| he 2012 TG4 All-Ireland
TLadies Football finals will
now take place on Sunday,
Zctober 7 in Croke Park. Three
“nals will be contested on the day

with the Junior decider involving
_outh and Antrim at midday.

“ne Intermediate final throws in at
Zom with Armagh taking on 2010
~nalists Waterford while the senior
“nalis an all-Munster affair with
- zrryversus Cork at 4pm. All three
—ztches will be televised live on
TG4,

Tickets are available through the
Ladies Gaelic Football Association
(LGFA) Office, by phone on 01-
8363156 oronline at
www.ladiesgaelic.ie.

Please note group rates, underage
and family tickets may only be
purchased directly from the LGFA
office. Full price tickets will also be

available from the usual ticket outlets
on the day.

Don’t forget to check out
www.ladiesgaelic.ie over the coming
weeks for all the build up to the
games, Like us on Facebook at
facebook.com/LadiesGaelicFoothall
and follow us on Twitter
@ladiesFootball.
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GAA HANDBALL PUT ON
WORLD EXTRAVAGANZA

he world’s most prolific hand-
I ballers, representing over 30
countries, will converge on the
Citywest Events Arena, in Dublin, this
October for the most spectacular

showpiece occasion in the sport’s
history.

Ireland’s Fastest growing sport, proud
ofits GAA heritage, has an ever
expanding international appeal and is
on the threshold of achieving Olympic
status following the unification of the
various forms of ‘handball’ established
in many nations across the globe.
Worlds 2012 is without doubt the
biggest handball festival that has ever
been undertaken and excitement
levels are mounting as the Irish
handball community prepares to host
this thrilling extravaganza from 11th
to 20th October.

One of the huge attractions of the
event is that it will be staged in a
stunning purpose built arena, which
will be able to facilitate almost 2000
participants and 5000 spectators (per
day) over ten days of exhilarating
competition.

Contestants will be aged from 8 to
80+, one of the unique and beautiful
features of this extraordinary game.
There will be world titles contested
from under-11 to over-80 and the
standards across the board promise to
surpass anything witnessed before.

‘Handball’ will be returning to its roots
in Worlds 2012, and putting on a
breath-taking show that will illustrate
all that is special about the sport and
just how far it has come since its
beginnings - although the increasingly

popular one-wall element of handball
is a clear reminder of how it all began.

IFyou have not yet been given a taste
for the very special benefits associated
with this great community and family
orientated GAA Sport, then be sure to
checlk out how you can witness this
special World Championship occasion.

Log onto
www.worldhandball2012.com and
find out about the fantastic offers
currently available for the event.

WORLD HANDBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Citywest Arena, Dublin

Thursday 11th -
Sunday 21st October 2012

HANDBALL

HANDBA
SwaPions:

WORLF




Ploughing the path for quality Irish food.

At SuperValu, we are very proud of our sponsorship of the GAA All Ireland Football Championships.
Our support of local communities doesn't stop there. We are also fully committed to working with
Irish farmers and producers.

Our SuperValu fresh meat is 100% lrish born, bred and reared on Bord Bia approved farms. Our
SuperValu milk is 100% lrish and National Dairy Council approved.

We take great pleasure in supporting great Irish food and the quality really shows. This year, a
staggering 32 SuperValu Own Brand products eamed a prestigious Great Taste Award.

To find out more log on to SuperValu.ie, or visit our stand at the National Ploughing
Championships Tuesday 25th - Thursday 27th September, New Ross, Co. Wexford.

Meet some of our SuperValu Range suppliers and see s V l
Kevin Dundon showcasing locally sourced produce. uper a u
. Real Food, Real People




