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Amhran na
bhFiann

Sinne Fianna Fail,

Ata Faoi gheall ag Eirinn,
Buion dér slua

Thar toinn do réinig chugainn
Faoi mhéid bheith saor,
Sean-tir ar sinsear feasta
Ni fFhagFar Faoin tiordn
na faoin traill.

Anocht a théam sa
bhearna baoil

Le gean ar Ghaeil chun
bais né saoil

Le gunna scréach Faoi
lamhach na bpiléar,

Seo libh canaig amhran
na bhFiann.

DBA Pubhcatlons Ltd

.56(:3 'sFortAvenue,

Telephun 01) 288 7247 |
Fax: (01) 288 3583.
arson Chumann Lithchleas Gael.
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Pairc an Chrécaigh, Ath Cliath. 2 Linasa, 2009

2.00i.n.

Corcaigh v Duiin na nGall

Réiteoir: Maurice Deegan (Léois) _
Linesmen: Jimmy McKee (Ard Mhacha)
(Standby Referee)
Martin Sludden (Tir Eoghain)
Sideline Official: Stephen McNamee  (Tir Eoghain)
IN THE EVENT OF A DRAW, EXTRA TIME MUST BE PLAYED

4.00i.n.

Cill Dara v Tir Eoghain

REll:emr: . 'Ge_a_r_c’nid.ﬁ(‘) Conamha  (Gaillimh)
Linesmen: David Coldrick (An Mhi)
(Standby Referee)
Derek Fahy (An Longfort)
Sideline Official: Eddie Craul (Cill Mhantain)

IN THE EVENT OF A DRAW, EXTRA TIME MUST BE PLAYED




| REGULATIONS
|| Pairc an Chrocaigh

SUPPORTERS ARE ASKED TO RESPECT
THE FACT THAT THEY ARE ENTERING

AND LEAVING THE STADIUM
51 THROUGH

RESIDENTIAL AREAS.

1. All persons entering this ground are
admitted only subject to the following
Rules (which are designated to protect
the Health and Safety of all entrants to

the ground). Entry to the ground shall be

deemed to constitute unqualified
acceptance of all of these Rules.

2. The management reserves the right of
admission.

3. The instructions of the stewards must be

obeyed at all times.

4. All persons entering the ground agree to

be searched by a member of the Garda
Siochana.

5. Every person (including infants) entering

the ground must have a ticket.
6. The following are not permitted:

6.1 Entry upon the pitch or engaging in

conduct that causes or is likely to
cause injury or harm to, or
otherwise interferes with, disrupts,
hinders, or distracts a person
playing in, refereeing or otherwise
having a role in a match at this
ground.

6.2 Any unauthorised contact with the

boundary wall surrounding the pitch

or incursion on to the pitch. Any
such unauthorised contact or
incursion constitutes a trespass to
property.

6.3 The climbing of floodlights or other
pylons, stands or other buildings.
Such behaviour constitutes a
{respass to property.

6.4 Throwing of objects onto the piich.

6.5 Remaining or loitering in any
gangway or aisle.

6.6 Behaving in an offensive or indecent

manner.
6.7 Bringing of alcohol into the ground.
6.8 Bringing into the ground of

fireworks, smoke canisters, bottles,
glasses, cans, flags, banners, poles,

distress signals, laser pointers and
similar articles or containers,
including anything which could or
might be used as a weapon.

6.9 Excessive noise such as that from
the use of radio sets or other
appliances and hehaviour likely to

cause confusion or nuisance of any

kind including foul or abusive
language.

7. i a person commits a trespass,
reasonable force may be used to prevent,
restrain or terminate any trespass.

8. Where a person is in breach of any of
these rules, or where the management

Delieves that a person constitutes a source
of danger to others, or to the ground, such

person may be refused entry or ejected
from the ground, and reascnable force
may be used for that purpose.

SAFETY AND GENERAL INFORMATION

BULLETIN BOARD

SR

PAIRC AN CHROCAIGH

THE HOME OF GAELIC GAMES

Public Telephone Locations

Cusack Stand

At Lower Level (Level 3)  Pay Phone at Section 309.
Cusack Premium Level 5 « Pay Phone at Section 508.
n Preminm Level 5 « Pay Phone at Section 529,

Safety Notice

In the interests of safety, patrons will not be
allowed to enter the playing area after the games.

The policy to prohibit such encroachment in the future has been taken to
avoid further injuries and possible fatality and has been taken on the
advice and promprings of the safery authorities, namely the Gardai,
Dublin City Council, Fire Brigade and the ERHA.

Supporters are sin

ked for their co-operation to date and are

in the future to ensure that games can
encing or avoidable obstructions to seeing
the . Together we can ensure that a Croke
and safe, particularly for the young and

K

CROKE PARK NOW OPERATES A Nn SMGKING

POLICY EXCEPT IN DESIGNATED AREAS OF THE GROUND.

Medical Assistance

ssack Stand Lower: First Aid Centre rear of Section 312.

- First Aid Centre rear of Section 724.
Ho g: n Stand Lower: First Aid Centre rear of Section 329.
Hill 16: First Aid Centre rear of Section A

Lower Hogaﬂ: Medical Centre

- Medical Officer will be situated on the pitch in front of the
szand. All Treatment Centres are staffed by St. John

\.\\

ance Brigade members.

Lost Children

Lost Children can be collccted at the above Medlcal Centres




“Wait patiently, for your
time is nearly at hand.”

Proud sponsors of the GAA Football Championship
Make the most of now

vodafone
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Time to show your hand

By Eamonn Seoige

Clar an Lae

13.37 Corcaigh amach ar an bpdirc
13.40 Din na nGall amach ar an bpairc
13.55 Toss

14.00 Tus an chluiche

14.37% Leath-am

14.52* Tus an dara leath

15.30* Crioch an chluiche

15.37 Cill Dara amach ar an bpéirc
15.40 Tir Eoghain amach ar an bpaéirc
15.55 Toss

15.57 Ambhran na bhFiann

16.00 Tis an chluiche

16.37* Leath-am

16.52* Tis an dara leath

17.30% Crioch an chluiche

* depending on ‘added time’

various stages of their development. Each
Possess a unique set of qualities and all a belief
that they will emerge victorious.

Today’s fixtures bring together four sides at

Tyrone are the undisputed kings of the modern game, masters
plined defence to devastating attack,
icality with the blistering pace of their
rwards. Kildare are emerging into a

f their bainisteoir, determined,

[l of honest endeavour. Denegal remain
e foursome. The difficulties of early
ished and a team has emerged built on
committed defence, strong personalities and a belief
€ir own ability to overcome more celebrated opposition,

ny

S

ormer Tyrone forward Ciardn McBride expects Kildare to
=nously test his countymen. “We haven't really been tested
gh didn’t sustain the challenge, Derry were below par

ntrim, while producing a huge effort, didn’t threaten our
itle. However, Kildare will be a different prospect and
=0y team with McGeeney and Grimley at the helm will be very
prepared. While Mickey Harte will probably prefer to avoid
Oy with Donegal or a joust with Kerry, at this stage, Kildare
e still a serious proposition, They are a physical side and when
“7ey ran at Dublin, they caused them problems. Maybe they
won't have enough forward firepower to overcome Tyrone but |
Sxpect Dermot Earley, who | regard as a 'rolls royce’ midfielder,
0 be a big influence in the centre of the park. He has it all, the
2bility to win clean ball, take scores, deliver quality inside ball
2nd raise both his teammates and the crowd. | think Kevin
Sughes, a man who enjoys a physical battle, will take up the
challenge of tracking Earley.

“Cavanagh is expected to attack and Enda McGinley will
probably make an appearance at some stage. However, the way
Tyrone set up, it’s possible to not win midfield and still come
outon top. The real masterstroke from the management is

=

Enjoy a Feast of Gaelic Games ar S, Jude’s GAA Club and Grounds,
Wellington Lane, Templeogue, D6W,

St. Jude’s/Bord Gais Energy All-Ireland Junior 7’s 2009
Hurling: Saturday, Seprember 5¢h. Football: Saturday, September 19th.
f'%z%% Details from: Telephone: (01) 490 5255. Facsimile: 490 5299,

E-mail: stjudesgaa @eircom. net Website: www.stjudesgaa.ie




picking Joe McMahon at wing forward. It allows
Tyrone to divert kick-outs away from the centre,
when a target like Joe is available. | think Kildare will
ask serious questions, but the ‘Red Hand’ to march
on. They have such an ultra professional set-up. It'll
take some performance from the remzining counties
to topple them.”

Cork and Skibbereen man, Don Davis is hoping his
native county can withstand the momentum building
behind Donegal. “Psychologically, John Joe Doherty’s
men will have grown as a team after great results
against Derry and Galway. On the flipside, we haven't
worn the favourites tag easily in recent years. Ideally,
we need to attack this game, all guns blazing and
impose ourselves physically. This is a big year for
Conor Counihan’s men and reaching an All-Ireland is
arealistic target. It will be Fascinating to see how
Donegal set-up. They tend to drop their half-
forwards back, but conceding that amount of space
to our pacy half-backs of Canty, Miskella and
Spillane, mightn’t be such a good ploy. They can
carry ball and deliver it long into Goulding and
Masters.

“However, Donegal are very organised defensively
and in Karl Lacey, probably the outstanding defender
in this year’s championship. We can do it but we need
to have our heads right. | wouldn’t fancy a neck and
neck game entering the closing stages. Donegal
might just shade a nervy finish, hopefully it won't
come to that!”

Former Donegal selector Declan Bonner expects Tir
Chonaill to test rebel resolve in Croke Parlk.
“Recently, Corlc haven’t enjoyed the best of times in
Dublin. We need to believe in our ability and play a
smart game. Karl Lacey will most likely pick up Danie!
Goulding and if he can be contained it's a huge plus.
We’ve shot ourselves in the foot with the very public
airing of disciplinary problems but in fairness to John
Joe, he drew the line and has got the most from a
very committed squad of players, This teamn doesn’t
shirlc challenges and plays with great intensity but
Cork are a different proposition physically to either
Galway or Derry. We need to use our pace, utilise the
big playing surface and stretch Cork a bit.

“Likewise, we'll need to mark the likes of Pierce
O’Neill tightly. We saw against Kerry what that man

Ciaran McBride

Declan Bonner

Don Davis

o

xﬁ'w ¢

e

.'_

can do with a yard of space. Canty, O’Neill, Nicholas
Murphy are all such powerful players and can’t be
allowed to run amok. Cork were like a runaway train
2gainst Kerry. Once they built momentum, they
weren’t going to be stopped.

“The other game has to be Tyrone’s. They really are a
phenomenal side, expertly coached and, on their day,
comfortably better than the chasing pack. Mickey
Harte knows that Kildare won’t shirk the challenge.
They’ll match Tyrone’s physical intensity but because
they are so reliant on John Doyle upfront, it’s highly
unlikely that they’ll hurt them on the scoreboard. It
mightn’t be more than a two or three point game but
Cavanagh, Dooher and Co to march on to the semi-
finals.”




4 naonur fagtha agus ta béthar an

chraobhchomdrtais ag giorriti go tapaidh.

Ta Maigheo ag Feitheamh go foighneach

ar an dtaobhline an deireadh seachtaine
seo ach beidh ochtar eile ag troid go fiochmhar da
lucht leanta agus da gcontaethe. Taimid ag tnith
le haicsean den scoth.

Ta pobal na peile i ngach contzae ag sdi
hardchoimhlint idir pheiladdiri Chiarrai agus imreoiri
iomrditeacha na priomhchathrach. Seo cluiche na
bliana go dti seo gan amhras agus beidh Péairc an
Chrocaigh lan go doras don chluiche. Ni raibh
feachtas sraithe Allianz thar mholadh beirte ag na
Gormaigh agus thosaigh siad lag go leor sa
chraobhchomértas. In aghaidh Chill Dara i gcluiche
ceannais Laighean, afach, bhiodar ar bharr a
maitheasa gan amhras. D’imriodar sa-pheil agus
d’aimsigh siad 2-15 i gcluiche den scoth. Ta fios ag
gach mac mathar go bhfuil fadhbanna sa champa i
gCiarral. Chlofodar An Longfort, Sligeach agus
Aontroim ach ni raibh siad thar mholadh beirte in
aon chluiche. Is cinnte, afach, go mbeidh borradh
Fathu ag dul chun pairce leis Na Dubs. Nior éirigh leis
na Gormaigh an lamh in uachtar a fhail ar Fhir na
Riochta le triocha do bliain. Cé nach bhfuil said ag
imirt go maith mar fhoireann, ta leithéidi Paul Galvin
agus Mike McCarthy, atd direach tagtha ar ais agus
Tadhg Kennelly, abhaile on Astrail, ar fheabhas. M&
bhionn spreagadh ag teastail ¢ Chiarrai inniu ni
bheidh eagla roimh an tridr seo sampla a thabhairt ar
an bpairc. Beidh troid go deireadh idir na sean-
naimhde agus pioctar Na Dubs don chéilitiradh.

Beidh curaidh Uile-Eireann ar an bpéirc freisin an
deireadh seachtaine seo. Tabharfaidh fir Mickey
Harte aghaidh ar Chill Dara ata fé stitir ag Kieran
McGeeney - iar-laoch Ard Mhacha. T4 an-dul chun
cinn déanta ag na fir larthire le dha bhliain anuas. T4
siad nios ldidre, nios scilidla agus t4 teacht aniar
iontu nach raibh ann cheana. D’aimsigh siad 0-18 in
aghaidh Atha Cliath i gcluiche ceannais Laighean
agus 1-16 in aghaidh Chill Mhantain an deireadh
seachtaine seo chaite.

Bhi Dermot Earley ar fheabhas in aghaidh fhir Micke
freisin agus beidh sar-chluiche ag teastil uaidh aris
inniu chun Thir Eoghain a shéru.

Beidh fhios ag Mickey Harte gur aimsigh Ath Cliath
agus Cill Mhantain dha chul ina naghaidh agus bhi

deiseanna eile ag Cill Mhantain freisin nar thég siad.

Is fior, freisin, nach bhfuil taithi go féill i mblaina ag
Cill Dara ar chulaithe chomh maith agus chomh
diongbhéilte le cdlaithe Thir Eoghain. Afan diagbl
eile den bpairc té leithéidi O’Neill, Cavanagagus

bheith sa chluiche ceathriicheannais. Bhi cdrsai in
isle bri nuair a thogadh John Joe Doherty mar
bhainisteoir. Bhi feachtas sraithe an-dona acu agus,
anuas ar sin, tugadh bata agus béthar déibh sa chéad
bhabhta | gcraobhchomértas Uladh. Is cinnte go
bhfuil éacht déanta acu teacht chomh fada -
chloiodar Doire agus Gaillimh sna babhtai cailithe —
ach ceaptar go mbeidh deireadh lena ras inniu. Is
cinnte go raibh an tadh dearg le Corcaigh teacht slan
in aghaidh Luimni ach bhi imreoiri mér le rd in
easnamh an |4 Gid. T4 peileadéiri den scoth ag Na
Reibilitinaigh. Le Anthony Lynch agus John Miskella
ar ais beidh said nios laidre fés. Nior éirigh leis na
Conallaigh ach ctig chuilin a aimsid én imirt in
aghaidh na Gaillimhe an tseachtain seo chaite.

Bhi a mbua in aghaidh fhir Liam Sammon tuillte go
maith ach bhi na hlartharaigh go dona agus, de reir
dealraimh, tuirseach 6 thromlui Chonnachta. Moltar
Corcaigh agus Tir Eoghain don chluiche
leathcheannais

Ta sé cruthaithe ag Mickey Ned O’Sullivan gur
bhainisteoir den scoth & freisin. Beidh sé ag iarraidh
Luimneach a stitrit go dti cluiche ceathricheannais
Uile- Eireann don chéad uair. Beidh Riogaigh na Mi ag
iarraidh iad a stopadh.tar éis deireadh a chur le
feachtas Ros Comain le déanai. Bhi Peadar Byrne,
David Bray agus Anthony Moyles ar na himreoirf is
fearr don Mhi ach, i ndairire, bhi Ros Comdin lag. Ta
scridd i bhfad nios déine roimh na Riogaigh inniu. T4
Luimneach laidir, tapaidh agus scilitil agus ta croi
beirte ag gach aon duine acu. Ceaptar go mbeidh na
Muimhnigh ag dul chun pairce le Maigheo sa chluiche
ceathricheannais.

T4 na fathaigh sa ras go féill ach beidh cuid acu ar lar
um thréthnéna. Gabhaimid buiochas leis na himreoiri
go léir a d'imir os ar gcomhair i rith an tséasuir.
Téimid ag tnuath le sar-chluichi eile amach anseo mar
nil deireadh leis an rés go Faill.




CuUL
GREEN

ESB is coming together with the GAA to make Croke Park, Ireland’s biggest and most
popular sporting venue, carbon neutral.

An ambitious environmental initiative, this will see us dramatically reducing the carbon
footprint at Croke Park over the next six years.

But we can’t do it without your help. We need you to log on and make energy saving
pledges, which in turn will help us reach our carbon neutral targets.

Pledges can be as simple as using energy efficient appliances, or taking the train to the
match, instead of driving.

Please visit WWW.CULGREEN.IE and pledge your support to help make Croke Park a
cleaner, greener stadium for generations to come.

2 CROKE PARK
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LATE WINNER FOR CORK
AGAINST DONEGAL

ork and Donegal renew All-Ireland senior Murphy had an outstanding game, while Spillane,
football championship quarter-Ffinal who scored two points, and Anthony Lynch at left
rivalry after three years. Their last half back also did well.
meeting in 2006 at Croke Park was almost
three minutes into added time when centre half Full forward Michael Doherty, who scored three
back Ger Spillane sent over the bar to earn Cork a points, Toye, left half back Barry Dunnion and full
one point win. back Karl Lacey powered the way for Donegal.

Donegal got off to the best possible start with a
goal from right full forward Christy Toye after only
Four minutes, but Cork were back for a goal from a
penalty from left full forward John Hayes after
eleven minutes.

Had Donegal subsequently made better use of their
scoring chances they would have been further ahead
at the break than 1-5 to 1-3.

The North West County still had the edge after fifty-
seven minutes with a lead of 1-10 to 1-8, but they
failed to score after that. As a draw looked likely
Nicholas Murphy, who lined out at midfield, but was
operating then at full forward, won possession and
sent to Spillane, who secured a 1-11 to 1-10 win

for Cork.

Maui"it.:'ef.beég n (L

Maurice took chérge of the Sligo-Tipperary
football Qualifier last month.

gan, who won two county senis . otball charpionship
dals as a Forward with Stradbally, has also refereed at N
League Division | final level.

His b_u;"y programme of games alsoancludes last year's Ulster
senior final replay between Armagh and Fermanagh and the
Munstet semi-final draw at Killarney in June.
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CORCAIGH

IF you're
looking For
aliving,
breathing
definition
of a
terrace
hero, you
need

look no 5

fFurther ;

than ] '8 TE e, r) R
- Cork’s Dinny Allen, who is still ' : ‘ i
regarded as one of the greatest \
Gaelic footballers of all-time.

U2 in concert when we caught up with him.

o always wondered what sort of a corner
forward Bono would make,” he says. “At least |
got the chance to size him up in the Aesh.”

Even though this is his first year outside the
white line, Dinny hasn’t missed many Cork
matches this year. He followed the hurling
team too and is one of the many Corkmen who
will be remembered for his dual status. Playing
on the inside forward line For the footballers
and working on the half forward line for the
hurlers he made his name with a turn of speed,
a knack for a score and hls tidy, econnmncal
shot)tmg

- He won Four All-Ireland medals with Nemo
Rangers, but for a while capturing Sam
Maguire with Cork proved to be elusive.

He did, however, manage a Munster hurling
title with the Rebels and in 1984 was also
named on the Football Team of the Century.



Five years later he finally won the All-Ireland senior
football title he deserved and craved. It came a
whopping 17 years after he made his debut For the team
and it was the highlight of his career.

“Ah, you never Forget those days,” he says. “Even now |
go to all the games and keep posted on trends and
tactics and it’s hugely enjoyable.

“We're going well this year but | was glad we got a little
kick in the backside against Limerick, to be honest. We
needed that. People were making us out to be world
beaters after we beat Kerry but Kerry haven’t been
motoring well this year. We are not world beaters and 1
was glad that Limerick pushed us all the way. It will have
got the team thinking again and will have brought
people’s expectations down. Donegal are capable of
anything on the day, although | would hope we’ll get
through it.

“We are a god team. But so too are Dublin and Tyrone.
They are the ones | would be watching out For. We are
not Far off but at the same time there’s a lot of football
to be played yet. The niext few weeks will be

Allen wrote a weekly column For the Evening Echo For
years but sharpened his pencil For the last time two
. years ago. i

“I did it for years and.loved it but it was becoming a
little bit of a chore For me, a bit like homework, so |
decided to let it go. There was no harm in having an
opinion either. Cork is a sports-mad county and a GAA
county and | enjoyed having the column. But it went on
For a good while and everything meets its end
eventually.” :

hese days, he says he enjoys nothing more than
popping up to the new Nemo Rangers facility and
looking at the future generations coming through.

“The clubhouse itself is going very well, there are lots of
christenings and Functions held there and it’s good to
see. It was a big project and a huge challenge for
everyone but we showed courage in going For it.

are lots of kids playing Football at underage
jn. We are hanging in there at senior




QUINN Insurance

All your insurance needs under one roof'

We offer great service and value with the following products:

v Car Insurance

v Household Insurance

v Taxi Insurance

v Commercial Vehicle Insurance

v Business Insurance

v Motorcycle_ Insurance _
WMM m,swa}\,ce are dellghted to be the new Sponsovs of the ™

ulster GAA Writers Acsociation (UGAA) Monthly Merit and
Anual awards for the next five Years.

'For more 1nformat1on call |
ROI 1890 89 1890 or NI 0845 850 0845
or clickon WWW.quinn-insurance.com

QUINN-direct is a registered business name of QUINN-/nsurance Limited.
QUINN-/nsurance Limited is regulated by the Financial Regulator in Ireland and regulated by
the Fmanmai Servrces Authority for the conduct of UK busuness -

n-insurance.c__c_)_m
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DONEGAL—COMEBACK OF
THE QUALIFIERS

onegal have pushed their somewhat

surprising losing start to the Ulster senior

championship against Antrim at

Ballybofey in June firmly into the
background with what must rank as the come-
back story of the All-Ireland senior football
championship Qualifiers.

After somewhat lack lustre wins over Carlow and
Clare in the opening rounds they have left little doubt
in recent weeks that they are very worthy quarter-
finalists

They gave a fine display when seeing off much

fancied Derry after extra time in the third round, and
kept up the momentum with a display of purpos
football when edging through against Conn

The game looked to be slippine
early in the second half when
9 ahead, but they responded in fine sty

deservedly earned this return to Groks Park.

Donegal, who lost to Galway earlier in the yearin the
Allianz National League, opened brig ti
seven minutes with three points. Tes

Forward Michael Murphy, right full Fon

Back (L-R): Karl
Leo McLoone

McFadden, and left full back Karl Lacey set the
standard.

However, Galway got back well into the game and
were on level terms at seven points each at the
interval. The visitors started the second promisingly
with two points, but Donegal got back on level terms
before falling behind again by two points as Galway
looked to be taking charge.

However, solid work in defence from left Full Karl
Lacey, who gave 2 man-of-the-match performance,
and centre half Barry Monaghan, steadied Donegal
ncid points from team captain and right half
Rory Kavanagh and substitute David Walsh
swung the game back Donegal’s way.

=

A late point left Galway just one behind, but the
North-West county men held out for a well-merited
0-14to 0-13 win.

This first away championship outing of the season
was marked by probably Donegal’s best performance
so far. The success also underlined that they have
improved greatly since the loss of the season and
will not be easily dislodged from the victory trail in
this game.

eacﬁ, Michael Murphy, Kevin Cas.5|dy, Michael Boyle, Eamonn McGee, Brendan Boyle,

Front (L-R): Barry Monaghan, Barry Dunnion, Brian Roper, Rory Kavanagh, Neill McGee, Conal Dunne,

Frank McGlynn, Colm McFadden.

20



DONEGAL'’S RECORD SO FAR
14th June. Ballybofey:

Donegal 0-12; Antrim 1-10.

4th July. Ballybofey:

Donegal 2-13; Carlow 1-6.

11th July. BallyboFey:

Donegal 0-13; Clare 1-7.

18th July. Ballybofey:

Donegal 2-13; Derry 0-18. A.E.T.
25th July, Markievicz Park:

Donegal 0-14; Galway 0-13.

TOTAL SCORED: 4-65 (77 points).
TOTAL CONCEDED: 3-54 (63 points).
AVERAGE: 1.22

Last Five Quarter-Finals
2006

Croke Park:

Donegal 1-10; Cork 1-11.

2003

Castlebar: G
Donegal 0-14; Galway 0-11. REPLAY
Croke Park:
Donegal 0-14; Galway 1-11. DRAW
2002

Croke Park:

Donegal 0-7; Dublin 1-14. REPLAY
Croke Park

Donegal 0-14; Dublin 2-8. DRAW

Mich

Colm

Rory Ka
Conal

Kevin Cas
Christy To
Leo Mclo
David Wals
Ciaran Bo
Stephen G
Darragh Galk
Barry Monaz
Brian Roper
Barry Dunnion

SCOREBOARD

Ouarter-Finals Record
A Donegal win would make history as they
have yet to triumph in an All-Ireland quarter-
final at Croke Park. They have had five outings
at this stage of the championship, incluging
two replays.

They recorded their only win in a replay =t
McHale Park, Castlebar, in 2003.

Donegal scored just ane goal in the five
games—against Cork in 2006 when Christy
Toye had the ball in the Leeside net aft=r only
four minutes.

Colm McFadden

DONEGAL PLAYER OF THE PAST
Seamus Bonner’s late second half goal set
Donegal on their way to their 1972 Ulster senior
Football final win over Tyrone—their first senior
crown. An outstanding midfielder in that game,
he also made a big impact as a full forward.
Bonner starred at full forward and later at
midfield in the 1974 Ulster senior final replay win
over Down. Atthe end of that year he was
Donegal’s top marksman with 12-14 (50 points)
in thirteen games,

He won a Dr. McKenna Cup medal in 1975 and
was also honoured by Ulster in the Railway Cup.




Martin
McHugh

DONEGAL

MARTIN McHUGH is
wondering what

‘| Donegal team will turn
up at Croke Park

today; he hopes it’s the
recent model. :

“After we lost to
Antrim | thought that
was it for us,” he said.
“And our games

! — against Carlow and
Clare were very poor too. | thought we were
near rock bottom to be honest.

“But the last couple of weeks have lifted us

again. There's a train of thought out there

that we might have gone as far as we'll go
_but you never know either.

: 4

A
€ management are due great praise.
ery strong on discipline this

2ar and there are no half measures. Ifyt-dn

mething you're off the team, no ifs or buts. |
respect that.”

One of the best _pundits around, McHugh’s
sheer insight allied to his experience and

owledge of the game, mark him out from
of the other analysts

layers and managers from all over
k at his door simply For advice
elt them straight up what
ectified. With a

nd colleagues all over the
1e has proven to be a success with

nd Sligo IT in the two hlgh proFIe

ial jObS he has taken ;




The Kilcar man first became a household name in his
native Donegal when he left scorch marks behind him
at Breffini Park in the 1979 Ulster minor Championship
tie with Cavan.

He was the schemer in chief on the Donegal under 21
team which clinched the All Ireland title in 1982. The
ace striker teamed up with the likes of Sein Bonner,
Matt Gallagher, Anthony Molloy and Charlie Mulgrew
to provide a hint of even greater things to come For the
northerners. Within 12 months, the 5'7” attacking
lynchpin had clinched an Ulster senior Championship
medal for himself when the Brian McEniff managed
side beat Cavan to win the 1983 Ulster crown.

They landed Sam Maguire in 1992 and by that time
McHugh had established himself as one of the top
Footballers the country had ever seen. The Fact that he
won an All Star in 1983 and again nine years later in
1992 shows how well he looked after himselFf.

Ever since he hung up his boots he has been placed
under considerable pressure to take the Donegal job
but has resisted on a number of occasions. He is
comfortable in the role of media analyst for the Star
Newspaper and the BBC.

He is unsure about how today’s game will go for his
native county. Cork started the championship in
sensational form but were knocked back slightly by
Limerick in the Munster final. After Donegal’s collapse
to Antrim in the opening round of the Ulster
championship they have bounced back to redeem
themselves, :

low Donegal will do. They’re a real
‘That may be so and it’s true —

 have been punching above
_ ast Few seasons, On some days
ey have hit heights that we wouldn't expect. There
2 other times when it go&s Wrdng. :

ere able to focus on the
d keep them quiet -
raic Joyce of




At the Dogs!

Shelbourne Park, Dublin
Harolds Cross, Dublin
Curraheen Park, Cork

Galway Greyhound Stadium
Limerick Greyhound Stadium |
Mullingar Greyhound Stadium
Kingdom Greyhound Stadium, Tralee
Kilcohan Park, Waterford
Youghal Greyhound Stadium
Dundalk Greyhound Stadium
Newbridge Greyhound Stadium
Lifford Greyhound Stadium

 Visit www.igh for group special offers.
Remember to ask about our
Team Recognition nights!

1890 269 969 il
sales@igh.ie f“w\




Cork’s Quarter-final Record

Played 5 - Won 5

2002
Cork 0-16 Mayo 1-10
Half time — Cork 0-9 Mayo 0-5

Cork scorers: C Corkery 0-6, B O’Sullivan 0-4, C
Crowley 0-2, ] Kavanagh 0-1, P O’Clumhain 0-7. G
Canty 0-1, D O0’Sullivan 0-1.

Corcaigh - K O'Dwyer, C O’Sullivan, 5 Levis, A Lynch
O Sexton, R McCarthy, M Cronin, N Murphy, G Canty
B ) O’Sullivan, | Kavanagh, M McCarthy, P

O’Clumbhain, C Corkery, F Murray. Subs — C Crowley. C

Murphy, ] 0’'Donoghue, D O’Sullivan, M Cronin.

2005
Cork 2-14 Galway 2-11
Half time — Galway 2-7 Cork 1-6

Cork scorers: B O’Sullivan 1-3, | Hayes 1-3, |
Masters 0-3, A Lynch 0-2, O Sexton 0-1, K McManon
0-1, P Clifford 0-1.

Corcaigh — K O’Dwyer, N Geary, G Canty, G Murphy
0 Sexton, A Lynch, N O’Leary, D Kavanagh, M
Murphy, | Masters, C McCarthy, K McMahon, P
Clifford, B ] O'Sullivan, ) Hayes. Subs — K O’Connor, &
Cronin.

2006

Cork 1-11 Donegal 1-10
Half time — Donegal 1-5
Cork 1-3

Cork scorers: | Hayes 1-1, )
Masters 0-3, G Spillane 0-2,
D O’Connor 0-1, P O’Neill 0-
1,5 O’Brien 0-1, F Gould 0-1,
K McMahon 0-1.

Corcaigh — A Quirke, M
Prout, D Kavanagh, K
O’Connor, M Shields, G
Spillane, A Lynch, P O’Neill, N
Murphy, S O'Brien, F Gould, K
McMahon, ] Masters, D
O’Connor, ) Hayes. Subs -G
Murphy, C McCarthy, D
Goulding, K O’Sullivan.

2007
Cork 1-11 Sligo 0-8
Half time — Cork 1-3 Sligo 0-2

Cork scorers: ] Masters 0-4, D O’Connor 0-3,
Miskella 1-0, K McMahon 0-1, C McCarthy 0-1, P
O'Neill 0-1, K O’Sullivan 0-1.

Corcaigh - A Quirke, M Shields, G Canty, K O'Connor,
N O’Leary, G Spillane, A Lynch, D Kavanagh, N
Murphy, | Miskella, P O’Neill, K McMahon, ] Masters,
M Cussen, D O’Connor. Subs — C McCarthy, F Gould, K
O’Sullivan, B Collins.

2008
Cork 2-11 Kildare 1-11
=z!ftime — Cork 2-5 Kildare 0-5

Cork scorers: ] Hayes 1-3, M Cussen 1-2, D Goulding
0-3. P O’'Neill 0-2, ) Masters 0-1.

Corcaigh — A Quirke, D Duggan, D Kavanagh, A

. B O'Regan, G Spillane, K O’Connor, P O’Neill, A

g. M Cussen, ] Hayes. Subs — M Shields, |
Goold, P Kelly, N O’Leary.
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Last Meeting...2006

Donegal Fall just short

Cork 1-11 Donegal 1-10

hose in attendance at today’s quarter-

final will be hoping that it isn’t a repeat of

their ‘last eight’ meeting three years ago

when the Leesiders won a drab contest by
the narrowest of margins. Initially, the game
promised a lot more with early goals For either side
indicating that a fine contest was in the offing, but
the 51,169 in attendance were to be sorely
disappointed. The losers’ goal came at the Fourth
minute when Christy Toye Fisted home the ball
from close range while seven minutes later Cork
were awarded a dubious penalty and John Hayes
coolly slotted home.

At the break Donegal led by 1-5 to 1-3, but with
Nicholas Murphy upping his game on the restart at

midfield, more and more of the third quarter play
flowed towards the Northern posts. By the 42nd
minute the Rebels had inched in front and from there
on there was little to choose between the
protagonists. A draw looked the most likely outcome
and as the 70th minute ticked over the sides were
tied, but three minutes into lost time Nicholas
Murphy set up Ger Spillane for the winner. Still,
Donegal had time to find an equaliser, but Ciaran
Bonner’s high shot dropped just short and that

was that.

Cork scorers: | Hayes 1-2, ] Masters 0-3, G Spillane
0-2, P O'Neill 0-1, F Goold 0-1, S O’Brien 0-1, K
McMahon 0-1.

Donegal scorers: M Doherty 0-3, C Toye 1-0, L
Thompson 0-2, B Monaghan 0-1, R Kavanagh 0-1, C
Bonner 0-1, B Dunnion 0-1, C Kelly 0-1.

Corcaigh— A Quirke, M
- Prout, D Kavanagh, K
O’Connor, M Shields, G
Spillane, A Lynch, P
- ONeill, N Murphy, S

- O’Brien, F Goold, K
McMahon, ] Masters, D
O’Connor, | Hayes.
Subs — G Murphy for
Prout, C McCarthy for
Goold, K O’Sullivan for
Hayes, D Goulding for
McMahon.

Din na nGall-P
- Durcan, T Donoghue, K
~ Lacey, N McGee, E
* McGee, B Monaghan, B
Dunnion, N Gallagher,
- BBoyle, C Toye, M
" Hegarty, C Bonner, R
Kavanagh, M Doherty,
L Thompson.
Subs — C Kelly for
Hegarty, S McHugh for
Kavanagh, S
McDermott for Boyle,
A Sweeney for Doherty.
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Donegal’s Quarter-Ffinal Record

Played 3 - Won 1 Lost 2

2002 :
Donegal 0-14 Dublin 2-8
Half time — Dublin 1-4 Donegal 0-6

Donegal scorers: A Sweeney 0-5, B Devenney 0-4, D
Diver 0-2, P McGonigle 0-1, ] Gildea 0-1,
McGuinness 0-1.

Din na nGall - T Blake, S Carr, E Doherty, N
McGinley, R Sweeney, B Monaghan, K Cassidy, |
Gildea, | McGuinness, C Toye, M Hegarty, B Roper, &
Sweeney, B Devenney, P McGonigle, Subs — D Diver, 2
McLaughlin, K Rafferty, B Boyle.

Replay
Dublin 1-14 Donegal 0-7
Half time — Dublin 1-6 Donegal 0-3

Donegal scorers: A Sweeney 0-2, B Devenney 0-2. 8
Roper 0-1, K Rafferty 0-1, M Hegarty 0-1.

Diin na nGall - T Blake, S Carr, E Doherty, N
McGinley, D Diver, R Sweeney, K Cassidy, ] Gildez. |
McGuinness, C Toye, M Hegarty, B Roper, A Sweensy.
B Devenney, P McGonigle. Subs — K Rafferty, B Boyle,
C McFadden, R Kavanagh, C Dunne.

2003
Donegal 0-14 Galway 1-11
Half time — Galway 1-5 Donegal 0-7

Donegal scorers: B Devenney 0-5, A Sweeney 0-3, P
McGonigle 0-2, M Hegarty 0-1,

2 Roper 0-1, K Cassidy 0-1, ) Haran 0-1.

Dan na nGall - T Blake, N McCready, R Sweeney, M
Crossan, S Carr, B Monaghan, K Cassidy, | Gildea, 5
McDermott, C Toye, M Hegarty, P McGonigle, B
Roper, A Sweeney, B Devenney. Subs —] McGuinness,
D Diver, B Boyle, ] Haran, C McFadden.

Replay
Donegal 0-14 Galway 0-11
Half time — Donegal 0-9 Galway 0-6

Donegal scorers: B Devenney 0-5, A Sweeney 0-4, C
Toye 0-2, M Hegarty 0-2, B Boyle 0-1.

Ddn na nGall - T Blake, N McCready, R Sweeney, D
Diver, S Carr, B Monaghan, K Cassidy, ) Gildea, B
2oyle, C Toye, M Hegarty, P McGonigle, B Roper, A
Sweeney, B Devenney. Subs -] Haran, C McFadden, K
Rafferty, | McGuinness.

= 2006

. Cork 1-11 Donegal 1-10
Half time — Donegal 1-5
Cork 1-3

John Haran,
action agaii
Fahey, Galway i
Ali-ireland Quarter Final.

Donegal scorers: M
Doherty 0-3, C Taye 1-0, L
¢ Thompson 0-2,B
Monaghan 0-1, R Kavanagh
i 0-1, CBonner0-1,B
Dunnion 0-1, C Kelly 0-1.

© Din na nGall - P Durcan, T
Donoghue, K Lacey, N

. McGee, E McGee, B

. Monaghan, B Dunnion,

i N Gallagher, B Boyle, C
Toye, M Hegarty, C Bonner,
R Kavanagh, M Doherty, L
Thompson. Subs — C Kelly,

| S McHugh, S McDermott,

A Sweeney.
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MURPHY STRENGTHENS  _
POSITIONONTOP  scorers

Michael Murphy
(Dun na nGall)

ichael Murphy strengthened his

position on top of the nationwide

top scoring chart For the provincial

championships and All-Ireland
Qualifiers by chalking up Five points for
Donegal in last week-end’s win over
Galway at Markievicz Park.

He is now five
points clear of
Tony Hannon,
whao has made progress up the table following his
goal for Wicklow in their loss to Kildare at
Portlaoise last week-end.

Hannon is a point clear of Donie Shine,
who scored six points for Roscommon
against Meath last time out, and

county colleague Seanie Furlong. ' 1’
Bernard Brogan tops the averages 0
review with 7.66 points a game fora

return of 2-17 (23 points) from his three
appearances with Dublin.

The goal expert is Alan Smith, who scored four in Fve
appearances with Kildare.

Bernard Brogan

The leading scorers starting this week-end’s (Ath Cliath)

progamme of games, the Meath-Limerick fourth
round tie and the All-Ireland quarter-finals, are.

i

Average

Points Frees*

: .' (Donegal) T =5 =

"Donie scommon)
‘ Se'amt_lo (Wicklow)
: Bead n (Dublin)

~ Donncha O’Connor (Cork)
Mlll n (Galway)
= angham (Antrim
" Alan Smith (Kildare)
John Doyle (Kildare)

*Includes penalties and frees.
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CORCAIGH

DATHANNA: DEARG IS BAN

2ADH  IOMLAN
LEATH

TADH
LEATH

chiL

| cOwini

SEACHAI

| 45m

i SAOR
CICEANNA

FIR IONAD
(16) Kevin Murphy (19) Ger Spillane {25) Paul O'Flynn (28) Conor McCarthy
€. 0 Murchii G. 0 Speal4in £ e Gil P.0 Floinn C. Mac Carthaigh
(o) Ballygarvan) Macrvom) (Balyclouge) (0'Donovan Fossz)
(17) Kieran 0'Connor (20) Eoin Cadogan (23) John Hayes (26) Colm O'Neill ~ {(29) Brian O’'Regan
€. © Conchubhair E. O Ceadagain S. 0 hAodha C. 0 Ngil B. 0 Riagéin
(Aghad) (Dougias) (Carbery Rangers) (Ballyclough) (Neino Rangers)
(18) Paudie Kissane {21) Fiachra Lynch (24) Derek Kavanagh (27) Michael Cussen (30) Aidan Walsh
P. 0 Cioséin F. 0 Loingsigh D. 0 Caomhénaigh M. 0 Cuisin A, Breathnach
(Clyda Rovers) (Valley Rovers) (Nemo Rangers) {Gianmire) (Kanturk)
ROIGHNOIRI Conchiir O Cuanachain (Coach), Peadar O hEaluighte, Tracalach 6 Néill, Geardid G Suilleabhdin, Seamus 0 Nualldin.
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TOYOTA 3¢UisterBank & vodafone | gz

SPONSORS

DUN NA NGALL,

DUN NA nGALL

DATHANNA: UAITHNE, OR IS BAN

1a0H  2ADH IOMLAN
LEATH  LEATH ]

(16) Paul Durcan (19) Charles Byrne [22) Michsel Hesarly (25) Adrian Hanlon (28) Odhran Doherty
P. 0 Durcdin C. O Broin M. 0 sEigeariaigh A. 0 hAnluain 0. 0 Dochartaigh
{Na Ceithra Méistr) -+ (Malainn) O Oarly) {An Clochan Liath) {Buncrannaigh)

(17) Johnny Galagher (20) Eein Wade (Z3) Barragh Galtagher (26) Raymond Sweeney
S. 0 Galchir E. Mac Uaid C. O Galchtr R. Mac Suibhne
(Aodh Ruach B/S) iNaomh Conail) S Corea) (An Clochén Liath)

(18) Paddy McDaid (21) Stephen Griffin @24 Wachael Deherty (27) David Walsh
P. Mac Daibhéid S. 0 Griofa M. 0 Dochartsigh D. Breathnach
(An Tearmann) (Naomi Nailke) iz Coirs Misistr) (Naomh Brig)

ROIGHNOIRI Sedn Seosamh O Dochartaigh (Manager), Antéin O Baoill, Tomas O Riain, Micheal Mac Gaothain.

TOYOTA  tUlisterBank & vodafone SFoadis




GAA Foothall All-Ireland Senior Championship

Corcaigh

24th May 3 Dungarvan:

Cork 2-18 Waterford 1-7
7th June @ Killarney:

Corl 1-10 Kerry 0-13
13th June @ Pairc Ui Chaoimh:

Cork 1-17 Kerry 0-12
5th July @ Pdirc Ui Chaoimh:

Cork 2-6 Limerick 0-11

Total Scored 6-51 (69)
Total Conceded 1-43 (46)
Average 1.5

PATHS TO THE

Dun na nGall

14th June 3 Ballybofey:

Antrim  1-10 Donegal 0-12

4th July @ Ballybofey:

Donegal 2-13 Carlow 1-6

11th July @ Ballybofey:

Donegal 0-13 Clare 1-7

18th July 3 Ballybofey:

Donegal 2-13 Derry 0-18 aet
25th July ® Markievicz Park:

Donegal 0-14 Galway 0-13

Donncha O'Connor  1-5
Daniel Goulding

Paul Kerrigan

John Miskella

Pearse O’Neill

C O’Neill

Graham Canty

Noel O’Leary

Paddy Kelly

Fintan Goold

1 2 03 4 5 Total

Michael Murphy 05 0-8 0-5 0-5 0-5 0-28

Colm McFadden 0-2 — 0-4 1-4 0-6 1-16

RoryKavanagh 0-3 1-0 — — 0-1 1-4

Conal Dunne | et = |
Kevin Cassidy =i .
Leo cLoone S LS el ]
Ciaran Bonner 0-1 — — — — 01
Stephen Griffin — 0-1 — — — 0-1
Darragh Gallagher — 0-1 — — — "0-1
Barry Dunnion — =g ==
Barry Monaghan — — — 0-1 —  0-1

d
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QUARTER-FINALS

Cill Dara Tir Eoghain

24th May @ Portlaoise: 31st May @ Clones:

Kildare  1-16 Offaly 1-10 Tyrone  2-10 Armagh 1-10
13th June @ Dr Cullen Park: 21st June @ Casement Park:

Kildare — 2-12 Wexford 0-11 Tyrone  0-15 Derry 0-7
27th June ® Tullamore: 19th July @ Clones:

Kildare  2-18 Laois 0-9 Tyrone  1-18 Antrim  0-15
12th July @ Croke Park:

Dublin  2-15 Kildare  0-18 Total Scored 3-43 (52)

25th July @ Portlaoise: Total Conceded 1-32 (35)

Kildare  1-16 Wicklow 2-9 Average 1.49

Total Scored 6-80 (98)
Total Conceded 5-54 (69)
Average 1.42

Total

John Doyle 0-6 0-1 0-7 0-2 0-4 0-20
Alan Smyth 1-1 1-3 1-0 0-2 1-2 4-8
ames Kavanagh 0-3 1-3 1-2 0-2 0-1 2-7°

0-2 0-2 0-1

Sean Cavanagh

U
¥}
=
=
2
w
?

1t

Tommy McGuigan 0

Stephen O’'Neill 1-3

o
T
=
-t
]
5

Dermot Earle 0-2 0-3 0-10

?
N
?
~
e
S

Kevin Hughes

Ronan Sweene 0-2 — 0-3 0-2 — 0-7

=}
T
-
i
w
=}
S

Owen Mulligan

— 0-1 0-2 (-2 0-1 0-6
oe McMahon

E O’Callaghan — — 0-2 — 0-2 0-4

Martin Penrose — 0-3
Michael Conwa — — 0-1 0-2 — 0-3

Conor Gormle 1-0 — - 1-0
Ken Donnell — — — 0-3 — 0-3

Brian Dooher 0-1 0-1 — 0-2
Robert Kell 0-1 — — 0-1 0-1 0-3

Brian McGuigan
Hugh McGrillen  0-1 — — — — 0-1

Davy Harte 0-1 0-1 0-2
Emmet Bolton — 01 — — — 01
Darvll Flvnn 01 — — — g1 Sean O’Neill .
M O'Flahert — e e ST O Rvan McMenamin ___—

Philip Jordan =" — 0-1 0-1

Brian Flanagan
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CILL DARA . .

KILDARE GAA
DATHANNA: BAN \ ——t

1aon  280H IOMLAN
LEATH LEATH

SliL

GUILNi

SEAGHAI

FIR 10NAD

(16) Shane McCormack (19) Robert Kelty (22) Decian Brennan (25) Anthony Rainbow (28) Michael Harnett
S. Mac Cormalc R0 Ceallaigh D.0 Braondin A. Rainbow M. 0 hirméada
(Allenwood) (Straffan) (Rathangar) {Suncrofi) (Suncrof)

(17) Andrew McLoughlin  {20) Eamenn Caliaghan  (23) Eeghan O'Flaherty (26) Mark Scanlon (29) David Whyte
A, Mac Lochlainn E. 0 Ceallachdin £ 0 Flathartaigh M. 0 Scanldin D. de Faoite
(Ellistown) (Naas) (Carbury) (Pound Towers) (Moorefield)

(18) Keith Cribbin (21) Karl Ennis (24) Kevin 0'Neill (27) Damien Hendy (30) Wiliie Heffernan
C. O Réibin C. Mac Aonghusa C. G Neill D. O hindi L. 0 hEifearngin
(Johnstovmbridge) (Maynooth) {Moorefield) {Castledermot} (Nurney)

ROIGHNOIRI Kieran McGeeney (Manager), Paul Grimley, Niall Carew.

s | TOYOTA  g%Ulster Bank vodafone
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TIR EOGHAIN

DATHANNA: DEARG IS BA|

1ADH  2ADH 1OMLAN
LEATH LEATH

canLini

SEACHAI

FIR IONAD -

(16) Jonathan Curran (19) Colm Kavanagh (22) Cixrim Gourley (25) Michael McGee (28) Raymond Mulgrew
S. 0 Corréin C. 0 Caomhanach C. Mag Thoireaiaigh M. Mag Aodh R. O Maclchrapibhe
(Oitedn a'Ghuai) - (An Mhaigh) & Camag) (Loch Mhic Ruzir) (An Charra Chriochach)

(17) Dermot Carlin (20) Gareth Deviin (23) Caiin Holmes (26) Enda McGinley (29) Sean 0’Neill
D. 0 CearGlidin G. O Doibhlinn C. Mec Thomdis E Mag Fhionnaile S. 0 Néill
(Coill an Chiocair) {An Craobh) P Carsgry {Afreagal Chizrdin) (An Drofm Mhér)

(18) Aidan Cassidy (21) Niall Gormiley 25 Colm McCaliagh (27) Brian McGuigan (30) Martin Swift
A. O Casaide N. 0 Barmaile €. Mec Ci Uach B. Mag Uiginn M. O Fuada
(Eochar) (Tri Leac) {An Droim Mbd) (Ard Bj) {Coill an Chiochair)

{108, 11 ] B Michedl O hAirt (Manager).

TOYOTA  tUisterBank & vodafone T
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AN REITEOIR

THE McGEENEY CONNECTION

ildare and Tyrone introducea new era
in the senior Football championship with
this first- ever meeting in an All-Ireland
quarter-final.

An interesting connection with the meeting,
however, is provided by Kildare manager Kieran
McGeeney, He led his
native Armagh to
their only All-Ireland
senior football title in
2002.

@® Avyear later he
was again captain
when the Orchard
County were
challenged in

the Sam Maguire Cup
tie by Tyrone, who
won the trophy for
the first time.

® Tyrone won their
third All-Ireland
senior title last year.

IN A FIRST TIMER

This season they are hoping to announce two All-

nis

nd crowns in succession for the first time.

® ldare last reached an All-Ireland semi-Ffinal
n 2000 when, as Leinster champions, they lost
to Galway.

Gearédid O Conamha (Gaillimh)

This is proving a very busy season for the Galway man.
Only a few weeks ago he took charge of the All-Ireland
senior football Qualifiers between Kerry and Longford and
Wickiow and Down.

He refereed the AlB All-Irefand senior club final last St
Patrick’s Day and provincial senior championship mak
between Limerick and Tipperary and Tyrone and Demy.

Geardid is 0 t experienced referees in the
sport. His C. e 2003 All-Ireland Under-21
final, and Natlona League final duty.

. He'is a member of Cumann Peil Naomh Padraig, Clonbur.

REITEQIR
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| GAA Foothall All-ireland Senior Championship

EARLEY TO THE FORE AS
KILDARE REGAIN WINNING FORM

ood midField play from Dermot

Earley and the goal scoring

technique of Alan Smith did much

to set the scene For a winning
return by Kildare against resurgent Wicklow
last week-end following their spirited bid
when losing to Dublin in the Leinster senior
football championship Final.

Earley set a strong pace and also chipped in
with three points, while Smith’s goal after
sixty-eight minutes really clinched victory for
the Lily Whites. In a keenly contested game,
which held interest right until the finalwhis
the scores were level six tim

Kildare finished the first half the stronger with
five unanswered points in a bright four minute
spell to turn over ahead at the interval by 0-11
to 1-4.

Just after the restart Kildare gozlkesper Tom
Corley brought of a brilliant save as Wicklow

nistle,

rallied strongly. However, the Lily Whites, with
Earley to the fore, continued to press forward
and Smith’s late goal sealed a hard- earned 1

4~

:::32 S win.

tis atribute to the finishing of the Kildare
players that nine contributed 1-13 from play.
While Earley gave a man-of-the-match display,
others also made generous contributions to the
Kildare success.

Smith, with his important late goal, and good
general play, and Ronan Sweeney did well up
front. Hugh McGrillen had a fine game at right
full back, while centre-half Brian Flanagan and
goalkeeper Tom Corley also played prominent
roles.

A solid return to winning form, then, by Kildare,
and an encouraging one as well For this return
to Croke Park.

ildare panel that lost the Leinster Football Final against Dublin at Croke Park
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HOW KILDARE REACHED
THE QUARTER-FINAL

24th May. Portlaoise:
Kildare 1-16; Offaly 1-10.

13th June. Carlow: Dermot Earl
Kildare 2-12; WexFord 1-11. arley
27th June. Tullamore:

Kildare 2-18; Laois 0-9.

12th July. Croke Park: \"é‘g_
Kildare 0-18; Dublin 2-15. %
25th July. Portlaoise:
Kildare 1-16; Wicklow 2-9.
TOTAL SCORED: 6-80 (98 points).
TOTAL CONCEDED: 6-54 (72 points)
AVERAGE: 1.36
= 2 4
John Doyle 6 |01 0-7 0-2
ga| Alan Smith 1-1 13 1-0 0-2
W James Kavanagh 0-3 13 1-2 0-2
© Dermot Ezarley 0-2 0-2 0-1 0-2
¢n_Ronan Sweeney 02N 0-3 0-2
Padraig O"Neill = 0= 0-2 0-2
Eamonn Czallaghan = = 0-2 ==
Robert Kelly =l = = 0-1
Mickey Conway = = 0-1 0-2
Ken Donnelly e = = 0-3 — 0-3
Emmett Bolton o 071 = = — 0-1
Daryl Flynn e 051 == s — 0-1
Hugh McGrillen 1 — _— = — 0
Eoghan O° Flzherty — — = — 0-1  0-1
Brian Flanagan = == == = 0-1  0-1
Quarter-Finals Record KILDARE PLAYER OF THE PAST

Kildare today make only their second appe=ranc= = Glen Ryan led Kildare in 1998 to their first All-

an All-Ireland senior football championship qu=rt=r~  jreland senior football final in 42 years when they
final sir.\ce. the s'e:r'les was inaugurated in 2007 lost to Kerry.

L hong f SrE e During a long senior intercounty career he
established himself as one of the most consistent
defenders of his era. He was to the fore when the

- point—and were twr) goa s in.arrears at the break. All Whites last won the Leinster title in 2000. :
_ Kildare were nine points in arrears after forty-sight Ryan captained Round Towers to their First 4
- minutes when they failed to score from a penalty, county senior title in 25 yearsi in 1995 and isa ‘
 but they won another penalty to reduce arrears to former All Star. This's &eason he has been

six points. They applied strong pressure on Cork Longford’s tEam manage,. :

after that, but the Munster county held out for a2 2-

11to 1-11 win.

41




appfoa.chab!e.rﬁen you could
t and enthusiastic about his
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As part of his remit, he has 10
clubs under his watch and
reckons that in many

© areas it's the same

. people keeping the

show on the road all

lease of life.”




Another sustained run in the championship will help the
county's cause. Although today’s game against Tyrone
could see their 2009 journey come to an end.

"‘_We’re only at the same stage we were last year and this
is a very tough draw,” Fennin said. “Look at the bench
‘they have, it’s so strong. | think we have developed an
_awful lot this season but at the end of the day | don't
‘know if it will be enough. Tyrone are men on a mission
.again. It can be hard to keep winning all the time but

I:hey have looked focused right from the start.”

'Fennm says a lot will come down to how the Kildare full
back line copes with the lethal Tyrone attack. And of
course, the role of Dermot Earley will be crucial if the
Lillies aré to have-any real hope of victory.

“I would say Dermot is the best midfielder in the country
but he can’t do it all on his own either. If he can
maintain his form we have a chance but it will be tough.
Tyrone will be all out to quieten him as well.”

Still only 30 and playing with Castlemitchell this is
Fennin’s first year away from the senior intercounty
limelight in almost a decade. But he's busy. He got
married to Lisa in January last year and the couple have
a six month old baby to look after now. As well as his
Family and work commitments, he coaches his club whe
have dropped to junior level and also writes an
mSIthFuI and personable weekly column with the
Kildare Natianalist. It’ s only a matter of time before he
is worth as a top level coach or manager

“Cuachmg is 5omethmg | have been mterested in fora
long time,” he says. “I'm only starting off and have a lot
arn but I'm involved with the club at home in a
ching capacity with the first team sa | will see how
oes. I'm learning every day and would definitely be
g to get into management. I've known nothing but
3l all my life.”

tural finisher, he made his debut against
0 and was the spearhead of the Kildare
any years. In recent seasons he struggled to
! the call to step down at

ways ;t’s on!y l:he start For Tadhg Fennin.
enence, personahty and knowledge ofrhe

KILDARE...20 YEARS AGO

Two decades ago Kildare’s championship
season was short and not so sweet. Facing
Dublin in Front of 15,000 spectators at
Droichead Nua, much was expected from the
home side, but the Lily Whites performed
poorly and were much inferior than the Four-
point margin of defeat suggests. Eight
players were booked in the 70 minutes with
Kildare the greater culprits (five to three) in a
less than free-flowing game of Football.

OMINOUS

The hosts made the ideal start when Liam
Miley grabbed a goal at the sixth minute but
it took a further 13 for their First point to
arrive...and this with the backing of the wind.
At the break it looked ominous For the hosts
with a scoreline of 1-3 to 0-6, and despite
some fine play from Martin Lynch at midFfield
in the early minutes of the second period,
Kildare Failed to make it pay on the
scoreboard. Then Dublin took over and six
unanswered points preceded Kieran DufF's
soft goal and then it was only a case of what
the winning margin would be.

Credit must go to the Lily Whites For not
rolling over and prompted by Mick Moynihan
and Seamus Dowling they ended the contest
with a Flourish. Alas, the gap at that stage
was too large to bridge and in truth the final
scoreline of 1-9 to 1-13 Flattered them.

Cill Dara- S Sargeant, D Dalton,

P O’Donoghue, S Ryan, M Moynihan,

D Malone, S Dowling, S McGovern, M Lynch
D Kerrigan, L Miley, B Donovan,

P McLoughlin, ] Gilroy, C Moran.

Subs - L McLoughlin, D Fenrin, T Harris.
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GAA Football Ali-lreland Senior Champihuship_

TYRONE’S ASSETS ON
DISPLAY IN ULSTER FINAL

xperience, clever football, good individual
performances and a fine goal were vital
assets For All-Ireland champions Tyrone as
they set the seal on their Ulster senior
football championship campaign by ending the
brave march by Antrim at Clones last month.

The Glensmen went into the county’s first appearance
in the concluding round in 39 long years after wins
over Donegal and Cavan.

They quickly underlined that they were in no way
overawed by the opposition by taking the game to
their much fancied opponents and recorded the First
score of the game—a point from a free.

The game was six minutes old when left half back Ryan
Menamin popped up in the Antrim goal area to record
Tyrone’s first score with a fine point.

That was the start of a scoring run by the O'Neill
County, highlighted by a cracking goal by midfielder
Sedn Cavanagh after eleven minutes to put his side
ahead by1-3 to 0-1.

Tyrone were moving in champion style at this stage
and continued in that vein to turn over at the interval
1-8 to 0-5 in front.

:i'he Tyrone panel that wen the Ulster Final

They continued to set the pace impressively with
points from Owen Mulligan, Tommy McGuigan and
Cavanagh to strengthen their grip on the game before
Antrim had their first score of the half. The Glensmen,
to their credit, continued to play with spirit and
determination.

STRONG FINISH

Tyrone, however, did not lose their flair and a strong
finish that yielded points from Davy Harte, substitute
Brian McGuigan and defender Philip jerdan copper-
Fastened their grip on the game to finish good winners
by 1-18 to 0-15.

This was a very impressive performance by Tyrone with
all departments combining in the success. However,
there were also top class individuals, with Sean
Cavanagh setting an impressive headline at midfield.

The Moy clubman had one of his best games in the
county colours, with his sparkling goal a bright Feature.

Jordan and McMenamin at the back, and left half
forward Joey McMahon, a tireless worker all though
and scorer of two points, along with Mulligan also did
much to spark a display that must prove a real morale
booster For this quarter-final.

Back (L-R): Janathan Curran, Brian Dooher, Brian McGuigan, Colm Cavanagh, Ryan Mellon, Owen Mulligan, justin McMahon, Sean
Cavanagh, Kevin Hughes, Joe McMahon, Stephen O'Neill, Colin Holmes, Pascal McConnell,

Front (L-R): Ciaran Gourley, Dermot Carlin, Niall Gormley, Davy Harte, P| Quinn, Enda McGinley, Philp Jordan, Ryan McMenamin,
Martin Penrose, John Devine, Tommy McGuigan, Michael McGee, Gareth Devlin, Sean O'Neill.




TYRONE REGAIN ULSTER CROWN
Tyrone had a three game programme on the way
to their first Ulster senior Football title since 2007.
31st May. Clones:

Tyrone 2-10; Armagh 1-10.

21st june. Casement Park:

Tyrone 0-15; Derry 0-7.

19th July. Clones:

Tyrone 1-18; Antrim 0-15.

TOTAL SCORED: 3-43 (52 points).

TOTAL CONCEDED: 1-32 (35 points).

AVERAGE: 1.48

Last Five Quarter-Finals

2008

Croke Park:

Tyrone 3-14; Dublin 1-8.

2007

Croke Park:

Tyrone 2-8; Meath 1-13. |

2005 ,
Croke Park:

Tyrone 2-18; Dublin 1-14. REPLAY
Tyrone 1-14; Dublin 1-14. DRAW
2004

Croke Park:

Tyrone 1-9; Mayo 0-16.

Tommy McGuigan

Tommy McGuigan
Stephen O'Neill

Quarter-Finals Record

Tyrone got off to a losing start against Derry
at Clones in the inaugural All-Ireland quarter-
finals in 2001. This is their seventh outing at
this sage and their record stands at three wins
and three defeats,

. Player OF The Past
- Thady Turbett guarded the Tyrone net in
~ majestic fashion for a lengthy period and also
carved out a big reputation nationally in the
last line of defence.

He was in goal when the O’Neill County beat
Cavan in 1956 for their first Ulster senior title,
and won a second provincial medal a year
later. b =

Turbett won his first Railway Cup medal in
1960 and three years later did much to set
Ulster off on a record-equalling run of four
titles in succession. The 1963 final was his last
in a successful final with Ulster.




laughs. “For years we |
watched Donegal and Down win
All-Irelands and we had to look on in
envy. Thank God it’s our turn now, but we
- won't be losing the run of ourselves. Kieran
McGeeney will have his side well tuned in and
he has a great knowiedge of Tyrone Football. It
won't be easy.

“Ido thmk we're the best team in Ireland but

still you have to make sure that you don’t get

. caught bellevmg all that stuff. Players are

'human, they can have bad days. Kildare are
ite capable oF\mnnmg today. But if our

i:h.'__Mick":ey Harte
ing new talent in

.areg_r_ McCabe made his mark as
attacking half-back with a

thacking over vital points. But
int on the semor team he




nl:ercount:y pan wuth provincial titles,
the emotional wounds

t| _e 5i me year that he capl:alned Tyrone in the Ulster
ﬁnai agamst Annagh

“I¢ was a great experlencé to captain é: team in an Ulster
final at the age of 22,” he says.

“Young players always have something to offer and they
are Full of energy - that’s why I'm so glad to see them
coming along under Mickey Harte. | think the lads have
had a real focus all year. 'm not so sure that it's a thing
of doing tt for Brian Dooher before he retires, people
were saymg Bruan was retiring last year too. Instead |
Feel they want to win a two in a row. It's pruved beyond
them so far and it'sa diff‘cu!t thing to achi eve but | can
see that they want it-now. They are hung ‘and have =

aIm;ast two' seasons and ended up as the club’s top
scorer w1th_20 gnals in the 1982 83 season. He took a

TYRONE...20 YEARS AGO

Tyrone’s season looked likely to be a short
one in their opening joust against Armagh at
Omagh when they trailed by 0-4 to 2-4 at the
break. Indeed, a heavy loss was in the offing
when the deficit grew to eight peints on the
restart, but a Ciardn Corr goal inspired a
tremendous fightback which ended with
Paudge Quinn firing over the winner three
minutes from time - 1-11 to 2-7. At
Castleblaney three weeks later four players
were sent to the line as Tyrone turned an
interval lead of 0-7 to 1-3 against Down, into
a final scoreline of 1-12 to 1-7 in their Favour
with Damien O’Hagan grabbing the goal.

TWO MEETINGS

The provincial final against Donegal took two
meetings to decide. In the drawn encotnter
at Clones it took a point from Stephen
Conway in lost time to earn Tyrone a second
chance. However, at the same venue a week
later first-half goals from Conway and
O’Hagan gave Tyrone a 2-4 to 0-4 lead and
the Red Hand pulled away for a
comprehensive 2-13 to 0-7 victory. The
opening half of the All-Ireland semi-Ffinal
against Mayo was forgettable with the Ulster
champions leading by the odd point in seven.
Eugene McKenna goaled 13 minutes after the
restart to push Tyrone three clear and on
course, but the leaders failed to trouble the
scoreboard operator again and Mayo
advanced by 0-12 to 1-6.

Tir Eoghain - F McConnell, S Donnelly,
€ McGarvey, R Munroe, | McGoldrick, E

Kilpatrick, | Mallon, P Donaghy, H McClure, »

C Corr, D O’Hagan, S MeylerzK McCabe, P
E McKenna, S Conway. =

Subs - S McNally, P Quinn, N McGinn,g




cAA Football Ail-Ireland Senior Championship

Kildare’s Quarter-Ffinal Record
Played 1 - Lost 1

2008
Cork 2-11 Kildare 1-11
Half time - Cork 2-5 Kildare 0-5

Kildare scorers: | Doyle 1-5, A Smyth 0-3, £
Callaghan 0-1, D Earley 0-1, M Conway 0-1.

Cill Dara- E Murphy, M O’Flaherty, K O"Neill, A
McLoughlin, E Bolton, M Foley, M Scanlon, K
Brennan, D Earley, | Kavanagh, P O'Neill, £
Callaghan, A Smyth, K Donnelly, | Doyle. Subs - D
Flynn, G White, M Conway, R Sweeney, A Rainbow.
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Tyrone’s Quarter-final Record
Played 6 - Won 3 Lost 3

2001
Derry 1-9 Tyrone 0-7
Half time — Derry 0-5 Tyrone 0-3

Tyrone scorers; S O’Neill 0-4, C McAnallen 0-1.G
Cavlan 0-1, E Gormley 0-1.

Tir Eoghain - F McConnell, C Lawn, C Gourley, C
Holmes, R McMenamin, S Teague, D McCrossan, C
McAnallen, K Hughes, B Dooher, § O’Neill, Pascal
Canavan, E Gormley, Peter Canavan, G Cavlan. Subs —
B McGuigan, O Mulligan, R Thornton, C McBride.

2003
Tyrone 1-21 Fermanagh 0-5
Half time — Tyrone 1-11 Fermanagh 0-2

Tyrone scorers: S Cavanagh 1-2, P Canavan 0-4, O
Mulligan 0-4, G Cavlan 0-3, K Hughes 0-2, E
McGinley 0-2, C Gormley 0-1, C Gourley 0-1,B
Docher 0-1, B McGuigan 0-1,

Tir Eoghain -] Devine, D Carlin, C McAnallen, R
McMenamin, C Gormley, C Gourley, P Jordan, K
Hughes, S Cavanagh, B Dooher, B McGuigan, G
Cavlan, E McGinley, P Canavan, Q Mulligan. Subs - B
Robinson, M McGee, P Loughran, S O’Neill, D
McCrossan.

2004
Mayo 0-16 Tyrone 1-9
Half time — Mayo 0-9 Tyrone 0-7

Tyrone scorers: S O'Neill 1-3, 0 Mulligan 0-3, G
Cavlan 0-1, M Harte 0-1, P Canavan 0-1.

Tir Eoghain - P McConnell, R McMenamin, C
Gormley, M McGee, | McMahan, § Sweeney, P Jordan,
K Hughes, S Cavanagh, B Dooher, G Cavlan, C

Gourley, M Harte, O Mulligan, S O’Neill. Subs — D

Carlin, P Canavan, B McGuigan, C McCullagh.

2005
Tyrone 1-14 Dublin 1-14
Half time - Dublin 1-10 Tyrone 0-8

Tyrone scorers: S O'Neill 0-6, O Mulligan 1-1,S
Cavanagh 0-3, B Dooher 0-1, R Mellon 0-1,B
McGuigan 0-1, E McGinley 0-1.
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Tir Eoghain — P McConnell, R McMenamin, C Lawn, S
Sweeney, D Harte, G Devlin, P Jordan, C Gormley, S
Cavanagh, B Dooher, B McGuigan, O Mulligan, R
Mellon, S O'Neill, E McGinley. Subs — ] McMahon, P
Canavan, M McGee.

Replay
Tyrone 2-18 Dublin 1-14
Half time - Tyrone 1-9 Dublin 0-5

Tyrone scorers; O Mulligan 1-7, S O’Neill 1-3,B
Dooher 0-3, R Mellon 0-2,S Cavanagh 0-2,B
McGuigan 0-1.

Tir Eoghain — P McConnell, R McMenamin, C Lawn, M
McGee, D Harte, C Gormley, P Jordan, E McGinley, |
McMahon, B Dooher, B McGuigan, S Cavanagh, R
Mellon, S O'Neill, O Mulligan. Subs - S Sweeney, B
Meenan, E Bradley, P Donnelly.

2007
Meath 1-13 Tyrone 2-8
falf time — Meath 0-10 Tyrone 1-5

Tyrone scorers: O Mulligan 1-1, S Cavanagh 1-0, C
McCullagh 0-2, R Mulgrew 0-2, D McCaul 0-1, R
Mellon 0-1, G Cavlan 0-1.

Tir Eoghain ~ ] Devine, D McCaul, | McMahon, R
McMenamin, D Harte, C Gormley, P Jordan, K Hughes,
S Cavanagh, B Dooher, R Mulgrew, R Mellon, C
McCullagh, G Cavlan, O Mulligan. Subs — E McGinley,
T McGuigan, D Carlin, S O"Neill.

2008
Tyrone 3-14 Dublin 1-8
Half time - Tyrone 2-5 Dublin 1-3

Tyrone scorers: S Cavanagh 1-2, ] McMahon 1-1, D
Harte 1-1, B Dooher 0-3,

CMcCullagh 0-3, T McGuigan 0-2, E McGinley 0-1, C
Gormley 0-1,

Tir Eoghain -] Devine, R McMenamin, Justin
McMahon, C Gourley, D Harte, C Gormley, P Jordan, C
Holmes, E McGinley, B Dooher, B McGuigan, Joe
McMahon, T McGuigan, S Cavanagh, C McCullagh.
Subs —M Penrose, D McCaul, R Mellon, K Hughes, O
Mulligan.



SUPPOR,
HANDHg

The GAA Supporters’ Handbook includes:
e Ground Location including maps

e Parking facilities at location

e Places of interest/Event Guide

e Eateries/Pubs/Restaurants

e Hotels, Guesthouses, B+B's

e Local county GAA

® Match Transport

e Official Annual of the GAA

e With contributions from many leading GAA
writers, Our Games takes a comprehenshive
look at the background and the future of
our national sports.

e Full colour throughout, Our Games presents
the entire story, as well as puck by kick scores and
near misses.

lection of match programmes is available. List and
prices on application.

This is an invaluable tool for those who follow GAA. It is a
concise, detailed reference book that contains a wealth of
results, teams and statistics on all aspects of Gaelic Games.
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Our Official Desk and Pocket Diaries carry information on all
intercounty fixtures for the year. The Pocket Diary is a sell out
each year and is available through newsagents and directly
from us.

>6 Carysfort Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin
01288 7247 ==« 01 288 3583
lynn@dbapublishing.ie




Last League Meeting...February 2008

Kildare snatch draw

in dour contest

Tyrone 0-7 Kildare 1-4

oday Kildare and Tyrone meet for the First
time in the Senior Football Championship,
but it is just 18 months since their paths
crossed in the National League. However,
it was a dour contest at Omagh with more
bookings (13) than scores (12) with the Lily Whites
salvaging a point with a goal in the final minute.

Playing into the breeze the hosts had the better of
the opening half hour and points from Kevin Hughes,
Colm McCullagh (3) and Enda McGinley had them in a
commanding 0-5 to 0-1 lead. However, the visitors
finished the half strongly with
points from John Doyle and
Padraig Mullarkey, but
trailing by two points and
facing into the breeze in the
second period looked a less
than promising position for
the Lily Whites.

The less than prolific scaring
rate decreased further on the
restart and 34 minutes of
play brought just three scores
- two for Tyrone and one for
Kildare. Raymond Mulgrew
and Tommy McGuigan found
the target for the Ulster side
with Doyle replying for the
Leinster outfit. At 0-7 to 0-4
it looked as if Tyrone would
secure both points, although
it had taken a couple of

- blocks from Conor Gormley
on Ronan Sweeney and Doyle
to maintain that position. But
with a minute to go Mullarkey
punched a cross from Alan
Smith to the net to steal a
point.

Tyrone scorers: C McCullagh
0-3, R Mulgrew 0-1, T

McGuigan 0-1, K Hughes 0-1, E McGinley 0-1.
Kildare scorers: P Mullarkey 1-1, ) Doyle 0-3.

Tir Eoghain -] Devine, P ) Quinn, C Gormley, M Swift,
D Harte, D Carlin, P Jordan, K Hughes, E McGinley, C
Cavanagh, R Mulgrew, R Mellon, C McCullagh, T
McGuigan, S O'Neill.

Subs — O Mulligan for Mellon, D McCaul for Quinn, N
Gormley for Cavanagh.

Cill Dara =T Corley, E Bolton, A McLoughlin, M
O’Flaherty, A Rainbow, K O’Neill, G White, P
Mullarkey, K Brennan, ] Doyle, M Conway, | Kavanagh,
R Sweeney, D Earley, K Donnelly.

Subs — A Smith for Sweeney, D Flynn for Donnelly.

' Tyrone’s Kevin Hughes in action
against Kildare’s Michael Conway




LIAM McHALE’S VIEW .... on Champi

ith his

playing

days

nearing
a close at all levels,
former Mayo star
and current Ballina
Stephenites manager
Liam McHale gives
an honest
assessment of the
championship,
coachirig and the
outstanding players
this year.

What's been your assessment of the championship
so Far?

"I've enjoyed it. There have been games which have
been poor but | think a lot of people who have been
Following the qualifiers knew that it would improve.
And it has improved.

"Teams like Wicklow and Antrim have taken great
scalps and that will give them great confidence. They
have been competitive and will be hoping to
maximise their potential from now on”.

But aren't there teams there every year and others
who might not have the strength in depth to
compete when it comes to championships?

"There is a tier system in any sport really - a top tier,
amiddle and a lower tier. And Gaelic football is the
same. A lot of the counties are strong but really it's
that their youth structures are not good enough.
They are putting huge emphasis on gym work and
getting people's bodies and diets right and not
putting enough emphasis on football from the age of
ten. When the likes of Stephen O'Neill and Colm
Cooper were 18, 19 and 20, they were able to kick
with both feet by that age and had the fundamental
skills and this didn't happen by accident. It comes
from a desire within themselves and by getting the
right coaching.

"In some counties there's just not an influx coming
through at underage level. There are places where

people are doing weights at U-12, U-13 and U-14"
level. | feel that instead of them doing an hour and a
half conditioning (weights, running, etc), that they
would be better to get the best coaches in to coach
football and then they would have thirty or so players
for a county panel.

"We spend a lot of our time lifting weights and are
spending less time on the fundamental skills. How
many coaches out there actually take a player aside
after a season and say 'Okay Johnny, you haven't
been doing this or that and I'd like you to do that and
I'll see you in a Few weeks time. Otherwise you might
be going off the panel™.... A lot of teams are now
spending a lot of time studying videos and diets and
then when they end up playing against other teams,
they can't compete.

"Successful teams are the teams with five or six good
coaches in the county and that filters through to club
level. | ook at some teams training and it is really
mind-boggling what they are doing. When | was 18
or 19, | was playing maybe three games a week - we
just played football all the time.”

And | suppose it turns young players off from
playing football?

"Well, | don't think football at underage level should
all be about winning. It should be about teaching
players and encouraging them to play the game and
that they will then become all-round footballers.

"It has to start with ten year olds — we in Mayo might
not be like Kerry but if we (or teams like us) win
something every fifteen years or so, it would be
great. But you must put the correct structures in
place”.

Going back to the championship, which players
have stood out for you so far?

"Bernard Brogan was superb in the Leinster
championship. It will be interesting to see how he
does when Dublin play Kerry. Donegal's Michael
Murphy is also some player and Tommy Walsh has
proven a handful. Aidan Q'Shea (Mayo) has great
natural power and strength - you can't coach size
and strength - if you are 6ft 3 and 15 stone, it makes
it easier”.




ship Fare, coaching

On Mayo, how far do you think they have come
now?

"I thinl if they can get things together a bit, they can
win it (the All-Ireland)..... in the past maybe we over-
achieved a little it in getting, say, to the 2004 final.
That year people were wondering whether we were
good enough to beat New York in the Connacht
Championship and maybe some of the players were
too young that year. It's possible that there were not
enough older players of 28 or 29 - | know we had the
likes of James Nallen but maybe there weren't
enough leaders in the team.

"The team needs to win it in the next year or two. |
said if we won Connacht we were good enough to
win the All-Ireland title...We have to maybe be a bit
more aggressive when we are playing. Going back to
1996 in the All-Ireland final we were six points up

and let Meath come back at us. At the moment we
have the ability and the players but the substitutions
we made against Galway weren't great. We lost our
shape and we adopted a negative style of Football.
When we are five or six points up, we need to keep
our shape”.

How much do you miss it?

'l did play a bit of junior football last year and the
year before with the club and | enjoyed it. But at 34
years of age, | wouldn't like to be playing in all the
games and have a player of 18 sitting on the bench.
I've had some back trouble and so will be having a
scan soon and hope to go back playing basketball
next year”.

(In an interview with Cian O Raghallaigh)
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