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to earn semi

Donegal recovered well from a shaky start

to their Allianz League Division Il “A”

programme to earn this semi-final outing
as well as promotion to the premier Division
next season.

The North-West county appeared to be heading for
a first round defeat at Ballyshannon when they
trailed Leitrim by three points nine minutes from the
end of normal time. But they displayed character and
determination in a rally that culminated with a late,

late Adrian Sweeney
point earning them a
draw.

Donegal stepped
up considerably on
that form in their
remaining games. An
unbeaten run in their
following four games
boosted morale for
an outing against
Longford at
Ballybofey on a
- Tuesday evening in

Good recovery by Donegal
-final outing

Longford net after only three minutes.

They built on that bright beginning to finish with
their best scoring return of the campaign at 3-16.
Doherty finished with 2-6, his second goal was also
from a penalty. That high scoring return boosted
Donegal’s scoring difference in a big way and more or
less there and then ensured their return to Division 1.

SOLID PROGRESS

Donegal have made solid progress under Brian
Mclver, who took over as their team manager at
the end of last year

They have one of the best score-takers in the
game at present in Michael Doherty, who has
scored in every game and is by far their leading
marksman for the series so far.

The return from injury of wily Brian Roper—he
scored 1-1 in his first full game against Longford—
is a bonus. Christy Toye and Ciaran Bonner are
others who have been influential in orchestrating
the return to Division I.

Donegal have conceded just two goals in the
League so far, they have a good midfield and they
finished their programme with a good win over

ieadh Seachtaine Le Rimh -

Aicsean sa Pheil agus san lomadint

haicsean sa pheil agus san iomdint ar fud na tire.Td

na sraitheanna Allianz ag druidim chun deiridh
agus beidh lucht leanta na bhfoirne ata san iomaiocht
ar bis go deireadh na himeartha um thrathnéna.

| gcluichi leathcheannais na sraithe peile, tabharfaidh
Ciarrai aghaidh ar Laois agus beidh na sean-naimhde
Gaillimh agus Maigheo i ngleic freisin. Os rud ¢ go bhfuil
Mick 0'Dwyer i bhfeighil ar na fir lartire beidh spéis faoi
leith sa chluiche seo i gCill Airne. Nil amhras 4 go bhfuil
aird 0'Dwyer agud Jack 0‘Connor dirithe ar aicsean an
tsamhraidh ach, mar sin féin, tuigfidh siad gur fid go mdr
na cluichi cruaidh an trath seo bliana. Bi cinnte, mar sin,
go mbeidh coimhlint ghéar idir na foirne inniu.

Beidh fior-choimhlint san larthar freisin nuair a
thabharfaidh sean naimhde eile aghaidh ar a chéile. Ta
lucht leanta Mhaigheo ag feitheamh le fada an la le cuis
ceiliuridh. Bhuaigh siad Sam i 1951 agus an tSraith
Naisiinta i 1970 agus 2001. Beidh siad lan-sdsta anois,
afach, ma éirionn lena laochra ait a bhaint sa chluiche
ceannais. Tabharfaidh an cluiche breise deis eile do Mickey
Moran foireann nios fearr a mhunid don Chraobhchomartas.

Ta peil den scoth imeartha acu i mbliana ach cuirfidh fir an
Gaillimhe dian-scruda orthu um thrathnona. Bhi an lamh in
uachtar ag na Gaillimhigh i gcluiche ceannais sraithe
Chonnacht le deanai ach ceaptar go mbeidh an 13 inniu ag
foireann Peter Forde cé go bhfuil leithéidi Michael Donnellan,
Michael Meehan agus Sean Armstrong ag na Gaillimhigh. Ta
fuinneamh agus spiorad faoi leith ag Maigheo faoi lathair
agus moltar iad d'dit sa chluiche ceannais in aghaidh Chiarrai.

| Roinn 2 den sraith, tabharfaidh Dun na nGall aghaidh ar
laochra na hlarmhi agus beidh Luimneach agus Lu ag dul
chun chatha freisin. “Siad fir Thir Chonaill an taon fhoireann

cad € mar dheireadh seachtaine atd romhainn le

rith an rais ag fir john Mcintyre inniu.

Beidh deis eile inniu ag Na Déisigh dul chun cinn a
dhéanambh sa sraith reatha nualr a rachaidh siad i ngleic le
Luimneach. Beidh fir Joe McKenna mar rogha na nidar don
chaimhlint seo agus, cé go raibh buanna éasca acu go dti seo
- 4-24 go 2-11 ar Aontroim, mar shampla - ni ddcha go
mbeidh an 14 leo inniu. Beidh bra oll-mhér ar Phort Lairge tar
éis droch-thaispeantais na seachtaine seo chaite agus ceaptar
go mbeidh a chuid obair bhaile déanta ag Justin McCarthy
agus go mbeidh feabhas mar orthu do chluiche an lae inniu.

Beidh lucht leanta iomanaithe na priomhchathrach ag
stil go néireoidh lena bhfoireann i gcluiche leathcheannais
Roinn 2 in aghaidh na hlarmhi. Bhi feachtas sraithe iontach
ag na Gormaigh agus bhuaigh siad gach cluiche. Bhuaigh na
fir lartire Corn Christy Ring na bliana seo chaite agus beidh
fonn orthu &it a bhaint i gcluiche ceannais eile Ceaptar,
afach, nach gcloifidh siad na Dubs. T3 borradh facin iomaint
cois Life faoi lathair agus ta an féin-mhuinin ag foireann
Tommy Naughten. Bigi ag faire amach do Kevin Flynn, a
daimsigh seacht gcul sa sraith, agus do thoilr dn
bhfoireann mionuir a bhuaigh Craobh Laighean na bliana
seo chaite - John McCaffrey, Keith Dunne agus Tomas Brady.

Beidh ceithre fhoireann ¢ Roinn 1 ag troid inniu freisin
chun a stadas sa phriomh-reinn a choimead. Beidh
Aontroim agus an Duin in adharca a chéile 6 Thuaidh.
Pioctar Aontroim sa chluiche seo cé go raibh An Duin ar
fheabhas in aghaidh Loch Garman. Ba chéir, freisin, go
mbeidh fir Séamus Murphy ré-13idir do laochra Laoise, ata
ag munlu feirne faoi lathair, sa chluiche eile.

Go néirf leis na himreoiri go |éir a bheidh ag imirt an
deireadh seachtaine seo. T3 siil againn freisin go
mbainfidh na sluaite fior-thaitneamh as na cluichi éagsula
sa pheil agus san iomaint.

They got off to a Roscommon to top their Divisional table and will be AL Lo Wt
o Mivic / on dTuaisceart atd lagtha san iomaiocht. Ta fadhbanna ag
- dream start when back in Division | next season after a year’s absence Brian Mclver 6 thaobh gartuithe de ach ba chéir go mbeidis E J D v SUGEA(H
Michael Doherty, their top scorer throughout the e SCOREBOARD ) ro-laidir donbahiﬂr‘lla;imlrehm Eain Efje.a“‘;g ar ?i5 do L“im.”sach AN REITEOIR * MARTIN DUFFY ( )
i : 1] 2[(3[45]6] 7 |Total aqus cé go bhfuil dul chun cinn déanta ag foireann Mickey
campaign, expertly sent a penalty kick to the Michael Doherty 0-5|0-50-910-2 | 1-52-6 | 0-4 | 336 o'sullivan beidh sé fior-dheacair an Lu a chloi inniu. Bhi cupla Martin is havmg another busy
" " _ : , bua den gcéad scoth ag foireann Eamonn McEnaney sa sraith | season. He has refereed three
THE MARCH T0 THE SEMI-FINAL Christy Toye 0210:211-0| = | —|0-410=2 | 1-10 agus moltar iad chun &it a bhaint sa chluiche ceannais. Allianz League games so far and was
5th February. Ballyshannon: o James Gallagher — |1=510:3) — | —10-1] — | “1-9 Beidh aicsean sna iomédint an deireadh seachtaine seo freisin. alsa the man-in-the-middle at the
Donegal 0-11; Leitrim 1-8. Adrian Sweeney 0-2 | 0-5i0-1{0-2f —|— [0-1|0-11 I gcluichi ceathricheannais Roinn 1 beidh aird an phobail ar Connacht Under-21 final last week-
12th February. Carlow: Rory Kavanagh — | —[0-4{0-1|0-1|— | — | 0-6 Blabs Keating nuair a tha!)harfaidh Tiobraid Arann aghaidh ar end between Mayo and Galway.
Donegal 121, Carlow 0-8. Conal Dunne — |01} —[o2|0-1fo-1| — | 0-5 Uibh Fhaili. T3 Nicky English ar ais mar chomhairleoir don He is an experienced inter-county
Cossomer__|_ {07 01| o7/ _ | 4
21 . S ] R [ ] (el v e ; ladies’ . He took ch f
1D;n;legal h - 121;  London 0-4. Br.eadan Boyle 92 0] 7113074 aghaidh Phort Lairge an tseachtain seo chaite go bhfuil an sean- tue;u-g\?é?:;d Iaedigs fi;alasr?rf 0
th March. Ennis: M[chael Hegarty =l e i 10=11024 ] 05 spiorad ar ais agus dachas Ur sa chontae. Bhi an déagoir Joe faent ties.
Donegal 0-11;  Clare 0-4. Brian Roper e R R Bergin thar bharr. Daimsigh sé 23 6n imirt agus stidr sé an - [ N T I
26th March. Ballybofey: Neil Gallagher = | =[82010:110-1 — | — | 03 Contae Dilis isteach sna cluichi ceathru cheannais don chéad uair ¢ I FHYs s eed h n oroed
Donegal 1-9;  Limerick 0-5. Stephen McDermott | 0-1| — (01| — | —|—| — | 0-2 6 1995. Ta amhras faoi Brian Carroll agus Alan Egan - a scarail £ounty panel.tor somesseven. years:anc asTeleree
i : : . PPIR I N e provincials in addition to under-21 at minor and senior.
4th April. Ballybofey: Frank McGlynn R ] e g i cul an 13 faoi dheireadh - agus ta stil ag a lucht leanta go . ; : :
: g7 e ? beidh an bheirt scilidil réidh chun chatha. Nil amhras nd go He is @ member of the Enniscrone,/Kilglass club and is a
Donegal; 3-16;  longford 0-9 Anthony Thompson | — |0-1| —|— | —[— | — | 01 muel g i i dal i
9th Aprill P— ’ ’ e Diven; 0°1 01 raibh Port Lairge go dona ach, mar sin féin, ceaptar go mbeidh z%f;ﬂ pla}fer, HedWD"’ a county intermediate medal in
. : e atiEs =] =1 =i — | 0= as a forward.
Donegal 0-14;  Roscommon 1-9. Colm McFadden sl el e e
TOTAL SCORED: 6-103 (121 points). Kevin Cassidy =i =] — | =|—|0-1] 0-1 r
TOTAL CONCEDED: 2-47 (53 points). Barry Monaghan | — | —| = |01 —|—| — | 0+ —— C
AVERAGE: 2.28 Barry Dunnion ) Rl R e Il (7 1 Z ’ e
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ENTERTAINING CURTAIN-RAISER

5

(17) Paddv Hannigan
P. O hAnnaghain
(Mac Cumhaills) 1

(18) Eaﬁy Nll;cﬁranagrhan GERARD GRINDEL
3 ag Reannachain :
l N P R 0 S P (Setinta) G. 0 Grindal ‘
(19) Peter Horan (Sedn Moc Cumhailf)
i P. O hOrain 2 3 4
Substitute Ger Dwyer clinched the success with a 801 oty conghlan MARTY McGRATH ~ ANTHONY McDAID JAMES CALLAGHAN
goal in the closing minutes. Midfielder Eugene ;(x 0 Coc 1% M. McCraith A. Mac Daihéid 5. 0 Ceallachdin
. ‘Aodh Ruadh)
Organ and centre half forward Paddy Hannigan (21) Barry McGee (Burt) (Setoity) (Sef;ﬂfo)
were the other goal scorers. , B. Mag Ao;(lh ] : EGLEY DUINE EILE
D : o - (Mac Cumhaills) AMES DONNELLY AIDAN B
onegal Io_st‘ to Mayo in last year's D!)nsm I_Illflnal. (22) sean Maxwell J ) 5 it
Longford finished runners-up in the “B" division | S, 0 Meiscill 5; 0 DO”“a”P A. 0 Beaglaoic
with six points from four games. Then they struck . (setanta) (ardmtoc ol Ll
it rich in a quarter-final against Monaghan at (23) Ba?{" u'mﬁ""e" 4 .
I 8.0 Donai EUGENE ORGAN PETER TOOHER
Ballyconnell, where they collected scores almost as (24) (DF”de”'lﬂ“;P’-‘) E. 6 hArgdin P. 6 Tuachair
5 - . avid Porter A :
if they were going out of fashion. They won _ D. POirtéir (Ngomh Adhamhndn) (Na Ceithre Mdistrf)
handsomely by 5-19 to 1-3. (setanta) 10 1 12
i ‘ s ( (25) Paddy McG
The Leinster men had their semi-final ticket in ( ) Rl Ao DANNY CULLEN DAMIEN BROWNE KEVIN CAMPBELL
saf_e keeping at the break when they led by fifteen (Setanta) D. & cuilinn D. de Bran C. 0 cathmhaoil
points. The game was a personal triumph for (26) A"""‘ggﬂ:““ (Setania) {etanta) {Setanta)
onegal and Longford should provide a Gareth Ghee, who finished with a superb 2-7. ac Cumhoills) 13 14 L
Dkeenly contested and entertaining Longford, however, are not a one-man side. They : 4 COLM BREATHNACH GER DWYER JOHNNY DOLAN
curtain-raiser when they meet for a are we!l-ser\{ed in all departments and are ‘Eamonn Campbell, Trainer. C. Breathnach (Capt.) G. O Duibhir s. 6 Duldin
place in the Allianz National Hurling League improving with every outing. T fhisomhAhamie ) Geionic) o ted)

Division Il final as both counties have much
to recommend them.

Donegal booked their place in the semi-final with

Both teamns, then, have good credentials and will not
be found wanting for the lack of all out endeavour,

a hard-earned but merited 3-13 to 2-10 win over
Sligo at 0'Donnell Park, Letterkenny, earlier this
month. That win earned them a top of the table
ranking in Division “A” with six points from four
games. As a result they qualified for the last four.

Kevin Campbell was a very influential figure in
the win over Sligo. He scored eight points, six from
frees. That brought his record for the four game
series to an impressive 0-28.

Donegal were in front by a point early in the
second half when they were rocked by a Sligo
goal. However, they rallied in fine style with a goal
and four points without reply to set the scene for
their win.

(17) Brian Mahon
i B. Mac Mathana
(Clonguish)
(18) Stephen Connolly
i S. 0 Conghaile
| (Clonguish)
r(19) Conor Bracken
L €. 0 Breacdin
(Clonguish)
1 (20) COIman Casey
4 f ide

(oral
£(21) John Minnock
S. 0 Muineog
| (Clenguish)
i(22) Ciaran McLoughlin

A selection of programmes is available from the

publlshers at www.dbapublishing.ie or by post from

—> 56 Carysfort Avenue

Blackrock, Co. Dublin

Telephone: (01) 288 7247

Facsimile:

(O1) 288 3583

¢ C. Mac Lochlann

(Wolfe Tones)
(23) Ciaran Finnucane
t. C. Mac Fienmhacdin
] (Clonguish)

i

"Roghnairi:
IMichael 0'Rourke, Manager.
IMattie McLoughlin, Noel Daly.

AN LONGFORT

Dathanna: Gorm is Buf

1
PADDY CULLEN
p. O Coiledin
(Wolfe Tones)
2 3 4
DAMIEN CORCORAN TOMAS STAKEM BRENDAN STAKEM
D. O Corcrdin T. Staicim B. Staicim
(Clonguish) (Wolfe Tones) (Wolfe Tones)
5 6 7
ROBBIE STAKELUM MARTIN COYLE SEAMUS HANNON
R. 0 Staiclim M. Mac Giolla Comhaill 5. 6 hAnnan
(Longford Siashers) (Walfe Tones) (Wolfe Tones)

8

BRENDAN BURKE SEAN BROWNE

8. de Burca (Capl) S. de Brin
(Clonguish) (Walfe fones)
10 11 12
GARRETT GHEE JOHN NEWMAN ANTHONY CORCORAN
G. Mac Aodh S. Nuaman A. O Corcrdin
(Longford Slashers) (Salthifl) (Clonguish)
13 14 15
MARK CASSIDY NEIL CASEY EOIN DONNELLAN
M. 0 Casaide N. O Casaide E. O Donalldin
(Wolfe Tones) {Wolfe Tones) (Longford Slashers)
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(16) Ciaran Sharkey
€. 0 Searcaigh - . 1

(An Clochan Liath)
(17) Raymond Sweeney MICHA’EL BOYLE
M. O Baoill

R. Mac Suibhne .
(An Clochdn Liath) . (An Tearmann
(18) Thomas Donoghue 1 )

T. Mac Donnacha

(Naomh Conall) 2 3 . |

e el NEIL McGEE  PADDY CAMPBELL  KARL LACEY -
(Ard an Rétha) N. Mac Aoidh P. Mac Cathmhaoil C. de Léis i

(20) Barry Monaghan
B. 0 Manachain
(Na Céithre Maistri)

(21) Frank McGlynn 5 6 7

P. Mag Fhloinn BARRY DUNNION  EAMON McGEE KEVIN CASSIDY

(Gleann Fhinne) T ) i .
(22) Damien Diver B. O Duinin E. Mac Acidh C. O Casaide

(Gaoth Dabhair) (Naomh Conall) (Na Céithre Méistrf)

D. 0 Duibhir (Na Céithre Mdistri) (Gaoth Dobhair) (Gaoth Dobhair)
(Ard an Rétha)
(23) Gavin Maguire ’
G. Mag Uidhir 8 9
(Naomh Naille) BRENDAN BOYLE. NEIL GALLAGHER
(24) Stetigh Mchermott 8. 0 Baoll N. O Gallchéir

S..Mac Diarmada
(Gleann Fhinne)
(25) Anthony Thompson

(Ard an Rétha) e (Gleann tSdili)

A. Mac Toma3is 3
(Naomh Conall} 1 o - .. 11 1 2

(26) Adrian Sweeney CHRISTY TOYE  CONAL DUNNE BRIAN ROPER
e Macr HhiE C. 0 Tuathaigh (Capt.) €0 Doinn B. 0 Ropéair

(An Clochén Liath)

(27) Paddy McNulty (Naomh Michedl) ~ (Naomh Adhamhnan) (Aodh Ruadh) 1
P. Mac an Ultaigh -
(Mac Cumhaills)

(28) Seamie Friel 1 3 1 4 1 5 ,H
S. 6 Fril MICHAEL HEGARTY JAMES GALLAGHER MICHAEL DOHERTY !

(Gaeil Fhanada)
(29) Rory Kavanagh
R. 0 Caomhanach
(Naormh Adhamhnan)
(30) Leon Thompson
L. Mac Tomais g1 Cail Cailini Seachai

(Naomh Conall) |
1adh Leath -

* S. 0 Gallchair
(Gaoth Dobhair)

M. Mac hEigeartaigh
(Cill Chartha)

M. 0 Dochartaigh
(Na Céithre Méistrf)

ROGHNOIRI:

+ Brian Mclver, Manager,
Michael Kelly,

Piaras Coyle,

Francie Martin.

i
2adh Léath

nﬂ

AN IARMHI

FIR IONAID

(16) Cathal Mullin
1 C. 0 Maolain

(Garrycastle)
GARY FONNAUGHTON (17) Daniel McDermott
G. 0 Connachtdin

D. Mac Diarmada

Dathanna: Mardn is Bdn

i (Castletown/Finea/
(Tubbetrclair) Coole/Whitehall)
(18) James Davitt
2 3 . | 5. Mac Daibhéid
CORMAC DAVEY DONAL O'DONOGHUE  JOHN KEANE Gyl Miing
i . p ) (19) Steven Cleary
C. Mac Daibhis D. O Donnchd S. 0 Cathdin 5. O Cléirigh
(Shandonagh) (Mullingar Shamrocks) (Rosemount) (The Downs)
(20) Graham Dillon
G. Dioldn
5 6 7 (Trinity Gaels, Dublin)
MICHAEL ENNIS ~ DAMIEN HEALY ~ GARY GLENNON (21) NiallKlimortin s
. o i N. Mac Giolla Mhartal
M. O hAonais D. 0 hili G. Mag Leannain (Coralstown,/Kinnega

(22) Paul Bannon

(Ballinagore) ~ (St. Mary’s, Rochfortbridge) (St. Loman’s, Mullingar)

P. O Banain
(Athlone)
8 9 (23) Derek Heavin
DAVID DUFFY DAVID O’SHAUGHNESSY DL; Ot'l’éé"]“""
D. 0 Dufaigh D. O Seachnasaigh @4) J(OZSF:HEJ)
(Shandonagh) {Garrycastle) S. 4 Falldin
(Athlone)
(25) Gordon Duffy
10 11 12 G. 0 Dufaigh
JAMES NUGENT GARY DOLAN ALAN MANGAN (Castledaly)
5. O Nuinseann G. O Duldin A. O Mongdin (20), g_r%";g;igﬁ""ew
(Killucan) (Garrycastle) (St. Malachy’s) (st. Joseph's)
(27) Jason Lynch
1 3 1 4 1 5 ?.Cc?ral-lgtig\?:(ig/l:(innegat
P. ). WARD DENIS GLENNON DES DOLAN -
P. 5. Mac an Bhaird D. Mag Leannain D. 0 DUlain (Capt.)
(Kilbeggan Shamrocks) (Tyrrellspass) (Garrycastle)

Cuil Clilini Seachai

1adh Leath

2adh Leath

IOMLAN
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PATHS TO THE SEMI-FINAL

¢ DUN NA NGALL 5]

5th February at Ballyshannon:

Donegal 0-11;  Lleitrim 1-8
Scorers - M.Doherty 0-5, A.Sweeney 0-2, C.Toye 0-
2, 5.McDermott 0-1, EMcGlynn 0-1.

12th February at Dr Cullen Park:

Donegal 121;  Carlow 0-8
Scorers - ).Gallagher 1-5, M.Doherty 0-5,
A.Sweeney 0-5, C.Toye 0-2, K.Bonner 0-1,C.Dunne
0-1, A.Thompson 0-1, D.Diver 0-1.

12th March at Ruislip:

Donegal 121; London 0-4
Scorers - M.Doherty 0-9, R.Kavanagh 0-4,
J.Gallagher 0-3, C.Toye 1-0, B.Boyle 0-2, A.Sweeney
0-1, 5.McDermott 0-1, N.Gallagher 0-1.

198th March at Ennis:

Donegal 0-11; Clare 0-4
Scorers - M.Doherty 0-2, A.Sweeney 0-2, K.Bonner
0-2, C.Dunne 0-1, R.Kavanagh 0-1, N.Gallagher 0-1,
B.Monaghan 0-1, C.McFadden 0-1.

26th March at Ballybofey:

Donegal 1-9;  Limerick 0-5
Scorers - M.Doherty 1-5, K.Bonner 0-1, R.Kavanagh
0-1, B.Boyle 0-1, N.Gallagher 0-1.

4th April at Ballyshannon:

Donegal 3-16; Longford 0-9
Scorers - M.Doherty 2-6, C.Toye 0-4, B.Roper 1-1,
C.Dunne 0-2, J.Gallagher 0-1, K.Bonner 0-1,
M.Hegarty 0-1.

9th April at Dr. Hyde Park:

Donegal 0-14;  Roscommon 1-9
Scorers - M.Doherty 0-4, M.Hegarty 0-4, C.Toye 0-
2, A.Sweeney 0-1, B.Boyle 0-1, K.Cassidy 0-1,
B.Brennan 0-1.

Total Scored: 6-103 (121)

Total Conceded: 2-47 (53)

Average: 2.3

Scorers - M.Doherty 3-36, C.Toye 1-10, ).Gallagher 1-
9, A.Sweeney 0-11, R.Kavanagh 0-6, K.Bonner 0-5,

M.Hegarty 0-5, C.Dunne 0-4, B.Boyle 0-4, B.Roper 1-

1, N.Gallagher 0-3, S.McDermott 0-2, FMcGlynn 0-1,
A.Thompson 0-1, D.Diver 0-1, B.Monaghan 0-
1,C.McFadden 0-1, K.Cassidy 0-1, B.Brennan 0-1.

AN IARMHI

5th February at Mullingar:

Westmeath 323; Waterford 17
Scorers - P).Ward 2-3, D.Dolan 0-8, D.Glennon 1-
2, A.Mangan 0-2, R.Whelan 0-2, PDillon 0-2,
J.Nugent 0-1, D.Duffy 0-1, M.Ennis 0-1,
R.0'Connell 0-1.

11th February at Thurles:

Westmeath 0-12; Tipperary 0-9
Scorers - D.Dolan 0-6, A.Mangan 0-2, P).Ward 0-1,
J.Nugent 0-1, D.Duffy 0-1, G.Dillon 0-1.

5th March at Mullingar:

Westmeath 0-15;  Wicklow 1-9
Scorers - D.Dolan 0-11, A.Mangan 0-1, D.Duffy 0-1,
PBannon 0-1, G.Dolan 0-1.

12th March at Mullingar:

Westmeath 3-11;  Antrim 0-9
Scorers - D.Dolan 1-5, A.Mangan 1-2, PJ.Ward 0-4,
D.Glennon 1-0.

19th March at Markievicz Park:

Sligo 1-13;  Westmeath 0-9
Scorers - D.Dolan 0-3, PJ.Ward 0-2, D.Glennon 0-2,
A.Mangan 0-2.

26th March at Mullingar:

Cavan 0-12;  Westmeath 0-7

Scorers - D.Dolan 0-3, A.Mangan 0-2, PJ.Ward 0-1,
PBannon 0-1.

oth April at Drogheda:

Westmeath 2-8; Louth 1-8
Scorers - D.Dolan 0-5, P).Ward 1-1, G.Dolan 1-0,
J.Nugent 0-2.

Total Scored: 8-85 (109)
Total Conceded: 4-67 (79)
Average: 1.38

Scorers - D.Dolan 1-41, P).Ward 3-12, A.Mangan
1-11, D.Glennon 2-4, ].Nugent 0-4, G.Dolan 1-1,
D.Duffy 0-3, R.Whelan 0-2, G. Dillon 0-3,
P.Bannon 0-2, M.Ennis 0-1, R.0'Connell 0-1.

s R R )

Alan Mangan
(An larmhi)

ALLIANZ N'ATiDNAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Westmeath gai semi-final
spot on the post

estmeath experienced sharply
Wcontrasting fortune in earning their
place in the last four in the Allianz
National Football League Division I1.
They appeared to be well on the road to the
semi-finals after starting on a bright note with
the perfect record from their first four games.

But they stumbled in round five away to Sligo,

where they were well beaten, and semi-final

e WESTMEATH'S MARCH TO THE SEMI-FINAL
Sth February. Mullingar:

Westmeath 3-23;  Waterford 17,
11th February (Saturday). Semple Stadium:
Westmeath 0-12;  Tipperary

5th March. Mullingar:

Westmeath 0-15;  Wicklow

12th March. Mullingar:

Westmeath 3-11; Antrim

19th March. Markievicz Park:

Westmeath  * 0-9;  sligo

26th March. Mullingar:

Westmeath 0-7;  Cavan

9th April. Drogheda:

Westmeath 2-8;  Llouth

TOTAL SCORED: 8-85 (109 points).
TOTAL CONCEDED: 4-67 (79 points).
AVERAGE: 1.4

Dessie Dolan
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hopes took another blow next time out as a
result of a defeat by Cavan at Mullingar.

However, they refused to throw in the towel
against then unbeaten Louth at Drogheda in their
final game of the divisional series.

The home team started well and were 1-2 to 0-
2 ahead after thirteen minutes. However,
Westmeath began to get their game together
and two goals inside a minute coming up to the
interval by P. ). Ward and Gary Dolan proved the
platform for a return to winning ways.

The visitors led by four points at the break.
They went on in the second half to lead by 2-8
to 1-5 but then had to endure some anxious
moments as Louth bounced back with three late
points. Westmeath remained cool under the
pressure and eventually secured the vital win by
2-8 to 1-8.

All'in all @ good performance by Westmeath
and one that should boost morale. The Leinster
team is a good all round one, and with two of
the most efficient forwards in the game in
Dessie Dolan and P. J. Ward.

With potential match-winners throughout the
field they will make a very spirited bid to earn
their final ticket.

. SCOREBOARD

1234|567 [Total
0-8 0-60-111-5 0-30-3
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DOMERTY AND DOLAN CLOSE
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THEIR LAST SEMI-FINALS

a vital bearing on who will finish in

the top spot in the chart of leading
scorers nation-wide for Division Il of the
Allianz National Football League.

Michael Doherty is setting the pace with 3-
36 (45 points) in seven appearances with
Donegal for a match average of 6.42 points.
He has a one point lead over Dessie Dolan
(Westmeath), who scored 1-41 in seven
outings at an average fractionally down on
Doherty’s at 6.28 points. Doherty also leads
the match average review.

0f the other forwards sill in a position to
add to their scoring returns the closest to the
leaders is Michael Reidy (Limerick), who is in
sixth position with 3-19 (28 points) in seven
games, or four points a match on average.

The Donegal-Westmeath game will have

MANNION AND DOHERTY
TOP CHART

Karl Mannion and Michael
Doherty finished the Divisional
programme in Division Il of the
Allianz Football League jointly on
top of the chart of leading
individual match returns.

Mannion scored 3-3 for
Roscommon in their win over
Longford at Longford in mid-
March. On a Tuesday evening in
early April Doherty equalled that
total with 2-6 for Donegal in their
big win over longford at
Ballybofey. Both his goals were
scored from penalty kicks.

Mannion and Doherty have a
point to spare over Dessie Dolan,
who scored 0-11 for Westmeath in
their win over Wicklow at Mullingar
in early March. His points tally, as
distinct from goals and points
combined, is the best by any player
in Division | or Division II.

RIVALS IN SCORING CHART

The leading scores in Division Il nationally are:

Points Score Games Average
ﬂ Michael Doherty (Donegal) 3-36 7 6.42 )
m Dessie Dolan (Westmeath) — 1-41 7 6.28 )
m Declan Browne (Tipperary)  2-35 7 5.85 )
a Ger Heneghan (Roscommon) 0-35 i 5.0 )
€29 Clement buignen (Leiim) 034 7 485 )
m Michael Reidy (Limerick) 3-19 7 4.0 )
a Brian Kavanagh (Longford) 122 Bl 6.25 )
G Jonathan Daniels (Wicklow) 1-22 7 3.67 )
a Darren Clarke (Louth) 122 7 357 )
€ rinbar 'keilly (Cavan) 023 7 328 )
@ Sean Davey (Sligo) 120 7 3.28 )

Individual Scorers

{ The leading individual scoring returns in

12 Karol Mannion (Roscommon) 3-3
v Longford at Longford on 19th March.
Michael Doherty (Donegal) 2-6
v Longford at Longford on 4th April.
11  Dessie Dolan (Westmeath) 0-11
v Wicklow at Mullingar on 5th March.
Paddy Cunningham (Antrim) 1-8
v Wicklow at Casement Park on 5th February.
9  Michael Doherty (Donegal) 0-9
v London at London on 12th March.
P. ). Ward (Westmeath) 2-3
v Waterford at Mullingar on 5th February.
Declan Browne (Tipperary) 1-6
v Waterford at Dungarvan on 19th March.
Bernard Kavanagh (Longford)
v Roscomman at Longford on 19th March.
8  Ger Heneghan (Roscommon) 0-8
v Limerick at Limerick on 5th February.
Dessie Dolan (Westmeath) 0-8
v Waterford at Mullingar on 5th February.
Paddy Cunningham (Antrim) 0-8
v Louth at Dundalk on 12th February.
James Gallagher (Donegal) 1-5
v Carlow at Carlow on 12th February.
Brian Kavanagh (Longford) 0-8
v Limerick at Longford on 12th February.
Dessie Dolan (Westmeath) 1-5
v Antrim at Mullingar on 12th March.
Brian Kavanagh (Longford) 1-6
T v Roscommon at Longford on 19th March.
Michael Doherty (Donegal) 1-5

| Division Il in the divisional programme were:

Down 2-5 Domegal 0-10

Going into this semi/final at Clones, Donegal
enjoyed universal favouritism and for the first half
at least it seemed that the Down forward line
might end up with a record small total for a league
- or championship - game. During the opening half
Donegal may not have been all that impressive,
but in every sector they were much superior to the
Mourne men and it seemed that they had only to
stand up to ensure a place in the final.

Yet the first half concealed quite a few Donegal
shortcomings, the most notable of these being the
inability of the attack to turn a goodly number of
chances to account. True, only a superb save by
Down ‘keeper Mickey McVeigh of a blistering drive
by Michael Hegarty prevented a goal, as did the
upright when Brendan Devenney let fly from close
range. The result was that Donegal held an interval

lead of only three points (0-4 to 0-1) leaving
themselves vulnerable to even @ modest comeback
by their opponents.

And the comeback duly arrived in the shape of two
well executed goals before the end of the third
quarter, and though Donegal managed to tie the
scores (0-8 to 2-2) with 15 minutes left, Down now
had the edge and without suggesting that they
were world beaters they tacked on three points to
Donegal’s brace. It was only a point but that was all
that was required to end Donegal’s interest.

Donegal scorers: B.Devenney 0-4, C.McFadden 0-
2, B.Boyle 0-1, PMcGonigle 0-1, M.Hegarty 0-1,
A.Sweeney 0-1.

Din na nGall - PDurcan, E.Reddin, R.Sweeney,
D.Diver, E.Mcgee, B.Monaghan, K.Cassidy, B.Boyle,
PMcGonigle, C.Toye, M.Hegarty, B.Roper,
C.McFadden, A.Sweeney, B.Devenney.

Subs - N.McCready, S.McDermott, S.Cassidy.

Westmeath 1-16 Longford 2-12

The rivalry between these neighbours on the
football field was exactly 100 years old when they
lined out in this Division 2 league semi/final at
Hyde Park, and it is doubtful if any of the close-
fought encounters of a century could match this
clash for thrills and excitement as did this
tremendous cliff-hanger.

And the feature of this game was undoubtedly
Longford’s last-quarter fight back which came
within an ace of saving the day. The breeze had a
big bearing on the trend of play in both halves and
with its assistance and an outstanding display at
midfield by Rory 0'Connell, Westmeath did most of
the first-half attacking. The scoreboard reflected
their dominance as they turned over with an
interval lead of 1-12 to 1-5.

e il

When Westmeath conceded little to their wind-
assisted opponents in the third quarter, it looked as
if the game would fizzle out to a tame conclusion.
But Longford had other ideas and though the gap
was an intimidating nine points with 15 minutes
remaining, they set about their task with a will.
Despite hitting some appalling wides, they steadily
closed the gap with free-taker Davis punishing
Westmeath indiscretions at the back. Longford’s
second goal, finished by Paul Barden, paved the
way for a possible win and another Davis point left
just the minimum dividing the sides. However,
defenders Heavin, Healy and company steadied as
the Lake county sneaked through.

Westmeath scorers: FWilson 0-6, D.Dolan 0-4,
J.P.Casey 0-3, G.Dolan 1-0, J.Conroy 0-2, S.Colleary 0-1.
An larmhi - A.lennon, DHeavin, D.Mitchell,
K.Henson, D.Gilmartin, D.Healy, D.Gavin,
R.0’Connell, D.0'Shaughnessy, S.Colleary, EWilson,
J.Conroy, J.P.Casey, G.Dolan, D.Dolan.Subs - P.Rouse,
K.Larkin, D.0’Donoghue, P).Ward.

Mannion was the only player to ool -
. Des Michael  Darren : e
score more than two goals in a ; v Limerick at Ballybofey on 26th March. [ d ;
: 101l TWO Dolan Reidy Clarke L UCQZane H
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CUINNE NA NOG

1. Armagh won their first, second or third Allianz Listed below are six footballers who were in action
Football League title last year? in the Divisional programme in this year's Allianz

2. What county lost to Armagh in the Division | League and six counties. Can you match each
League final last year? - player with the correct county?

3. Name the runners-up
for the Football League
Division Ii title last year?

4. Who took the free that
resulted in the late goal
that earned Menaghan
the League Division Il
title—Paul Finlay or
Tomas Freeman?

5. Where was the Division
Il League football final
played last year?

Enda Murphy
James Masters
James Nallen
jonathan Gurn
Conal Keaney
Simon Rea

Kildare
Fermanagh

Name a footballer from each of the four counties
listed below, whose first and second names begin

2006 ALLIANZ FOOTBALL LEAGUE. with the letter C. _
KEI’I’\,’, Laois, Roscommon and Antrim.

1. What county won the very first Football League
game this season?

2. Donegal and
Leitrim met in the
opening round in
Division Il of the
League in February.
Where was that
game played?

3. How many goals
did Dublin score - i
against Mayo in their Division | game at Parnell
Park in March—two, three or four?

4, Name the first county to reach the knock-out
series for both Division | and Division Ii this
year.

5. The Northern footballer whose performances in
the Football League Division | in February
earned him the Vodafone All Star award in that
code for that month was Stephen 0’Neill
(Tyrone), Barry Owens (Fermanagh) or Michael
Doherty (Donegal). Your choice!

Pictured here is a young footballer who has been

in scoring form in the current League.

1. What's my name?

2. What is my club?

3. In what year did | win an AIB All-Ireland club
senior medal?

4. | won another county senior medal in 2005.

True or false?
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L GAA PUBLICATIONS

AVAILABLE FROM DBA
GAA SUPPORTERS’ HANDBOOK

The GAA Supporters’ Handbook includes:

e« All County Panels * Eateries/Pubs/Restaurants

* Ground Location including e Where to stay - Hotels,
detailed maps Guesthouses, B+Bs

» Parking facilities * Local county GAA info and
at location local statistics

® Places of interest = Match transport (Public)

e Event Guide * Price €9.95/£6.95, post free

OUR GAMES

- The only Official Annual of the GAA, Our Games is an official record of 2005.

+ With contributions from many leading GAA writers, Our Games takes a com-
prehensive look at the background and the future of our national sports.

* llustrated in full colour throughout, Our Games presents the entire story,
as well as puck by kick scores and near misses of every competition.

+ Price €9.95/£6.95, post free.

MATCH PROGRAMMES

Programmes are produced by DBA for matches at all levels for

the All-Ireland series in both hurling and football, as well as the
knock-out stages of the National Leagues.

A full list of available programmes can be obtained by contacting us.

GAA STATISTICS BOOK

The Complete Handbook of Gaelic Games is an invaluable
tool for those who follow GAA and is the only officially
authorised record and facts book. It is a concise, indispen-
sable reference book that contains pertinent information
used on a daily basis by GAA enthusiasts.

It costs €19.95/£13.95, post free.

DIARIES

Our official Desk and Pocket diaries carry information on all
intercounty fixtures for the year and contacts in all provinces,
counties and overseas units. The poacket diary is a sell out each year and is avail-
able through newsagents and directly from us, priced at €6,/£4.20 post free.

OFFICIAL PUBLISHING PARTNERS TO THE GAA
56 Carysfort Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin

Tel: 01 288 7247 Fax: 01 288 3583

Email: sales@dbapublishing.ie
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~ Whether it's a brlllqgmi save or a match winning point, ital beglns with the
dedicated and committed ?eople who nurture the heroes of tomorrow. As the sponsor of both

Cumann na mBunscol and,;_%he Allianz Leagues, Allianz is proud fo be associated with these and

all the people who make thie games the success theﬁare.'-
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