


CLAR AN LAE INNIU
TO-DAY'’S
PROGRAMME

supplier of top quality Beef & Lamb to the Retail Trade

Hetfer and Lambs Required daily for slaughter
Top prices paid on the day

A

xﬂ{  Enquiries Phone (01) 214424
Hap©




—

BUIOCHAS -THANKS

Ba mhaith liom, thar cheann Combhairle
Laighean, mo bufochas a ghabhdil leis na
hOifigigh Conndae agus na daoinie eile a
chabhraionn linn ér gcluichia churarbhun
gach Domhnach.

[ would also like to avail of this oppor-
tunity to thank the thousands of players in
the Province who provide us with such
great entertainment every week. Our sin-
cere gratitudeis alsoextended to the many
players who support us by attending our
games.

Finally, on behalf of Leinster Council, I
want to express sincere appreciation and
thanks to our Programme Producer,

Sincere thanks to the following for their
help in making this programme possible:

Brendan Cummins (Meath P.R.O.).

Tom Ryall (Kilkenny).

John Clarke, G.A.A. Statistician
Tullamaore., !

Jim King,Secretary, Dublin G.A.A. Board.

Séamus O Faoldin.

Eugene Doherty, Development Officer,
Westmeath G.A.A. Board.

Paddy Flanagan.
(Programme Producer).

Paddy Flanagan (Westmeath), for the

excellence of his work in this and other
programmes, i

Michaedl O Dubhshldine,

Runai Comhairle Laighean.
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FORTUNE MOTORS LTD.

CTLEMARTIN, NAVAN, CO. MEATH

Ny

PETROL, OIL, DIESEL

OPENING HOURS: 7.30 a.m pm.
PEUGEOT MAIN DEALERS Telephone: &MG) 21949

ALL'.MAKES_QF CARS AND COMMERCIALS SUPPLIED AND SERVICED
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Teachtaireacht
An
Chathaoirligh

A mhuintir peile Ciiige Laighean agus dr gcairde uilig, is bred liom fdilte 0
chrof a fhearadh romhaibh go léir chuig Pdirc an Chrécaigh fé choinne cluichi
miontiir agus sinsir. Td mioniiir agus sinsir na Mi, miontiir Chill Dara agus SIRSir
Atha Cliath linn inniu. Fearaim fdilte rompu agus molaim iad as a mbuanna go

dif seo. Go mbaine gach imreoir taitneamh as an ld agus go n-¢iri go geal leis na
moliéiri agus a n-oifigigh chomh maith.

Td tri chontae ag imirt inniu. Cad faol na contaetha eile? Is eol dom agus is
col do Chomhairle Laighean go bhfuil fuinneamh faoin obair atd ar sivdl acu ina
gcontaetha ar son na peile. Td Coiste Forbartha sa chitige againn, forbairt peile i
measc aidhmeanna eile acu, agus td oifigeach peile i ngach aon chontae. Ni baol
don pheil agus td mé cinnte go diiocfaidh feabhas ar staid peile na gcontaetha go
léir de bharr obair na n-oifigeach seo. Go n-éiri leo.

I have the pleasure, to-day, of welcoming all our patrons o Croke Park for
the Leinster Football final which, once again, involves Dublin and Meath. Much is
made of the fact that both of these counties have met so often at this stage of the
championship and that this cannot be good for the game. Indeed, when we
consider that over the past fifteen years Dublin and Meath, together with Offaly,
have contested every Leinster final, the question does merit serious consideration.

However. on the other hand, when we reflect on games between Dublin and
Meath in the past they have enhanced the game o f football and few will forget last
year’s thrilling encounter.

Dublin!Meath games have always been played with, fierce spirit and intensity
and. | have to say, with a great and healthy respect for each other. Much is made
of the traditional rivalry and this is sometimes oversiated by commentators. There
should be an understanding by spectators and those who consider themselves to
be informed critics for the position of players performing in the heat of a hyped-up
match such as to-day’s.

We also look forward to an excellent minor tussle and I am confident that
Meath and Kildare will, in their way, contribute to a greal day's sporting
entertainment.

h . SEAMUS de GRAE. '
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~ PADDY COLLINS

1983 :

charge of the Senior All:lreland final

- between Dublin and Kerry. He also refe-
reed the Senior finals of 1979, Centenary
- Yearandlastyear. He hasnolessthaneight

All-Treland semi-finals to hiscreditas well
asthree N.F L. deciders — 1981, 1984 and
last year in New York.
In 1981 Paddy Collins referced the
Munster S.F. Championship (inal and he
refereed seven of the Compromise Rule
games between ITreland and Australia in
Dublin, Perth, Melhourne and Sydney. He
~travelled to New York with the All-Starsin

1979 and he has taken control of two
Leinster Club Championship finals, four
- Sigerson Cup finals, one Railway Cup
final, one All-Treland Club Championship
final, four All-Ireland Colleges finals and
- numerous County finals, hurling and
football, = -

. -__p-at;‘sapaliveof,’-\fbboy,Co'unly‘._Meath -
. and he plaved in all grades of hurling and

~ football with his native county before tak-

ing up employmentas a Psychiatric Nurse

i St. Loman’s Hospital, Mullingar. He
~ played Senior hurling and football with
- Westmeath and helped his club to win twa
 Westmeath SF. Championship titles in
1961 and 1963, Pat is Secretary of the
_ Westimeath County Board. 7

REFEREE

-day’s Senior rets
cree needs no intro-

warge of his sixth
Leinster Senior final
having already offi-
| clatedin (9781979, |

_ In 1974 Paddy refereed the All-Ireland
_ Minor final and, two years later he took

- Wicklow sentor fostball final.

g Having alrcady
i reed the Minor s
& inal betwe

o take cha

county, he has yet

Peadar has refereed minor and junior

chamnpionship games at inter-county level |

as well as numerous National League
matches. He is son of former, long-serving

Leinster Council delegate Peter Whelan |

and is domiciled in Dublin,

SENIOR UMPIRES

Noel Fitzgerald (St Loman's), Liam
Davitt (St. Loman's), Pat Lynagh(Kilbeg
gan) and Tommy Glennon (Tyrrellspass)

SENIOR LINESMEN

‘Des. Ma_g_uife’ (Bunbrosna) 'e_md Sedn

Sheridan tlyrrellspassy. .

'_ Barry Fin;ncgah,'..Td_m Hennessy. John
- Curranand Tommy Cullen — all from the
Blessington Club in Wicklow. L

—

AND OFFICIALS

MEATH SENIOR SELECTORS —

Pat Reynolds (Walterstown), Sein Boylan (Dunboyne), Tony Brergna_n.

Dunderry). Team Manager: Sean Boylan.

G

DUBLIN SENIOR SELECTORS —

G;;l;.y “Mcl (Ballymun Kickhams), Sein Dohert (St. Annes), Tony

Hempenstall {Scoil Ui Chonail). Team Manger: erry McCaul.

MEATH MINOR SELECTORS [

Pat O’Neill (St. Colmcilles), Ultan Fitz-
patrick (Gaeil Colmcille), Paul Kenny
(Simonstown), John Joe Murray (Gaell
Colmeille), Oliver Harding (Slane), Patsy
Duff (Syddan), Tommy Mahon (Kilbride),
Pddraig Dunne(Moynalvey), Benny Gart-
land (Wolfe Tones). Team Manager: Paul
Kenny. ;

KILDARE MINOR SELECTORS

Anthony Bracken (Athy), Sedn Ward
(St. Kevins), Tony Moore (Allenwood),
Tom Keogh (Sarsfields). Team Manager:
Anthony Bracken.

Late Developers

The accepted wisdom hasit that to have
ateamcapa%lcof_winningan{\il_-lrelandlt_
isnecessary tobuild from aminorteam (or |
teams) that has taken an underage title
(Offaly 1964 being often cited as proofof
the contention). But Meath and Dublin
title-winning teams of recent years would
appear to contradict thx_s, asnotone of the
great Dublin teams of the 1974--1979 :
period northe Meath 1978 —88 team, who
between them won five All-Ireland titles,
had even one All-Ireland minor medal
between them! - :




THE 1990 SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

ROUND BY ROUND RESULTS

MAY 13th AT CARLOW —

Louth ....ooouiiiiiiiiviiiiniiviiiiinin. 3—8
U 2—7

Louth: S. White 2--2. C. O'Hanlion
0— 3. M. Malone | —0.C.Curran0—1 N,
Browne 0— 1, S. O'Hanlon 0—1.

Carlow: J. Nevin | —1,N. Molloy | —0.
M. Nolan 0—1, M. Sibbald 0— 1. G Byrne
0—1.J. Owens 0—1, T. O'Brien 0—1 I.
Hayden 0—1.

MAY 20th AT MULLINGAR —

Lanord ..o niosisoimsiess 0—15
Westmeath ....................... 0—7

Longford: J. McCormack 0—6, M.
O'Hara0—3,D.Barry 0—3,F. McNamee
0—2, K. O'Rourke 0—1.

Westmeath: L. Giles 0—3, J. Fleming
0—1,T. Ormsby 0—1,L.. Adamson 0—1.,
A. Collins 0—1.

AT WEXFORD —
RUBEE. ..o mmmemsss s 3—8
Wexford .......coonvmmmmioimssi: 0—9

Kildare: J. Crofton 20, D. Kerrigan
0—3,J. Gilroy 0—3, T. Harris 1—0, P.
Donogue 0—1, S. Dowling 0—1.

Wexford: B. Dodd 0—4,1. Power (02,
T. Foran 0—2, M. Hanrick 0—1.

JUNE 3rd AT DROGHEDA —

BRI ..o i 1—13
| Er T T 1—8

Dublin: K. Duff 0—35, M. Galvin 0—3,
N.Clancy 0-—3,J. McNally | —0,D. Foran
0—1,C. Redmond 0—1.

R —

Louth: C. Kelly | —4, B. Kearns 0—1,
G. Curran 0—1, M. Malone 0—1. S.
O’Hanlon 0— 1.

JUNE 3rd AT AUGHRIM —

Wicklowuosnssmsisisseig 1—7°

MHEBYE - onvmmis s 0—6

Wicklow: K. O'Brien 1—2, F. Daly
0—2,R. McHugh0—2,M Murtagh(O—T.
Kildare: J. Gilroy 0—3, S. McGovern
0—1,D. Kerrigan 0—1, T. Harris 0—1.

JUNE 10th AT NAVAN —
BIEEER oo i e 3—15

Meath: C. O’Rourke 2—3, L. Hayes
1—2, B. Stafford 0—4, B. Flynn 0—3, T.
Dowd 0—2, D. Beggy 0—1.

Longford: D. Barry 0—7, J. McCor-
mack 0—3, C. Lee 0—2:

AT PORTLAOISE —
LGS ...vmsn s mscmmmmisnss s 3—15
BRI <. v oot Smem e 3—5

Laois: M. Turley 27, J. O’Connell
| —0, E. Kelly 0—2, D. Lawlor 0—2, E.
LaceyO—l,J.Nolan()hl,l,.TurIcy()-- ille
T. Maher 0—1.

Offaly: B. Lowry 2—1, K. Kelleghan
I—1, D. Kavanagh 0—1, M. Plunkett
0—1,J. Stewart 0—1.

" SEMI-FINALS
JUNE 24th AT NEWBRIDGE —

Dublin: . McNally 2—0, K. Duff 0—35,

E Heary0—3,N.Clancy0—2,N. McCaf-
frey0—1,P.Clarke 0—1,N. Guiden0—1,
M. Galvin 0—1.

Wicklow: R. McHugh 0—4, F. Daly
0—4, P. Baker 0—I, C. Daye 0—1, J.
Allen 0—1, E. O’Brien 0—1.

JULY 1st AT CROKE PARK — .
Mleatly ...covocon omemmmre s 4—14
| 27 e RO SR S R 0—6
Meath: B, Flynn 2—5, B. Stafford 0—4,
P.]. Gillic 1—1, D. Beggy 1 —0, S. Kelly
0—2, C. O'Rourke 0—1, T. Dowd 0—1.
Laois: M. Turley 0—35, N. Roe 0—1.

FOR ALL YOUR AGRICULTURAL NEEDS

Ploughing, Tilling, Sowing, Crop Spraying, Fertilizing,
Silage Cutting, Hay Making, Also Plant Hire.
CONTACT
[ TOM HENNESSY (046) 44631
MULLINAVALLEY, MOYNALTY KELLS.

i i ble Rates
D4 & D8 Bulldozers; also a Rubber Digger, Slurry Spreading, Reasonab b
distance no object. - Wishing Continued Success To Meath and Moynalty in 1990

0D

(I@de M,‘f Associates itd

Auctoneers & Valuers




Leinster Champions —

W

Dublin, Leinster Senior Football Champions 1989, Back row, left to right, Barneyv

Reck, David Foran, Paul Clarke, Joe McNally, Tommy Carr, Gerry Hargan, Keith

B:arr. Front row, left to right, Mick Kennedy, Mick Galvin, John O’Leary, Paul

Curran, Eamonn Heery, Dave Synott, Vinnie Murphy. (Kieran Duff, a last minute
replacement for Charlie Redmond, missed the team photograph).

For All Your Building Requiremenis
and Hardware Needs, call to ...

AN ¢
CO.LTD.

COMMONS, NAVAN. Tel.: (046) 28851
The Mea:h Team Are As Reliable As THE COMMONS HARDWARE
They Come Up With The Goods On The Day
Wishing continued Success to Meath in 1990

/O CHEAD GO CEAD — IN TWO CENTURIES

Up to a little over 80 years ago cham-
pionships invariably ran a year — or even
two — late, a fact of G.A.A. life that often
created huge problems for the administra-
tion — not to mention the frustration it
created for historians and statisticans who
attempted to chronicle the events of the
period many decades later.

But these late-running championships
did provide the interesting case of a cham-
pionship begining in one century and fin-
1shing in another. This was the Leinster
championship of 1898 in which only four
counties competed and which began at

Jones' Road on November 19th, 1899
when Wicklow beat Offaly. Wexford then
beat Wicklow in the semi-final on
December 17th and faced Dublin in the
final, also at Jones’ Road, on February 4th,
1900. These events gave Dublin the dis-
tinction of being the only county to win a
Leinster football championship that took
place in two different centuries — though
the distinction of actually playing in two
centuries belongs to Wexford, as Dublin
qualified by way of a walk-over from
Kildare.

League Champions —

| Meath, Royal Liver League Champions 1989—90. Back row, left to right, Colm O’Rourke,

Mick Lyons, Colm Brady, Donal Smyth, Martin O’Connell, Brendan Reilly, Brian
Stafford, Liam Hayes, David Beggy. Front row, left to right, P. J. Gillic, Terry Ferguson,
Colm Coyle, Bernard Flynn, Liam Harnan, Kevin Foley.

TRIM. Tel.: (046) 31576

Stockists of Adidas, Hi-Tec and Puma
Fishing, Camping, Golf, Tennis, Badminton,
Trophies and Medals Engraved, )
= Darts, Snooker ) . R
ALSO ALL ARMY SURPLUS GEAR. Football, Hurling, Swimming

Wishing Continued Success To Meath G.A.A.




SENIOR CAPTAINS

Name: Colm O'Rourke.
Date of Birth: 31/8/57.
Car Make: Renault.
Occupation: Teacher.

Favourite Player and Why? Mick
Kennedy because he is tough and fair.

Most Difficult Opponent: Mick Lyons.

Most Memorable Sporting Moment:
1988 All-Ireland Final replay.

Favourite T.V. Actor/Actress: Jack
Nicholson and Meryl Streep.

Favourite T.V. Show: R T.E. The Sunday
Game/B.B.C. The Championship.

Biggest Influence on Career: My mother.
What do you dislike about Football: Play-
ing in winter, in bad weather conditions
and where facilities are bad.

Advice to Young Players: Enjoy your
games, practice as often as possible with a
ball. Listen to advice from team mentors
and if a decision goes against you forget
about it.

Name: T()my Carr.

Date of Birth: 31/10/1962,

Car Make: Peugeot 405.

Occupation: Army Officer.

Favourite Player and Why? Brian Mullins
for his leadership qualities and fighting
spirit.

Most Difficult Opponent: Paul Curran.
Most Memorable Sporting Moment:
Winning Leinster Final 1989,

Favourite T.V. Actor/Actress: Jessica
Tange.

Favourite T.V. Show: Neighbours,
Biggest Influence on Career: Myself.

What do you dislike about Hurling/Foot-
ball: Some of the prevailing attitudes at
Administration levels of organisation.

Advice to Young Players: Make sure that
you are prepared and ready to make sacri-
fices to reach the top.
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PLAYER OF THE PAST -

NOEL CURRAN (MEATH

When the name of Noel Curran crops up
in the course of Meath’s many football
conversations, most minds will recall the
glorious performance of the Royal Coun-
ty's No. 14 in the All-Ireland semi-final
against Down, twenty-four years ago.
Playing into the Canal End he sent over
points from angles and distances as if the
ball was attracted by some invisible
magnet. This ability didn’t come all that
naturally — it was the result of long even-
ings spent on the pitch at Roestown, near
Dunshaughlin where Noelhoned the skills
that were to so distinguish him. “It was by
far the greatest pastime available to us at
the time. We looked forward to the Tues-
day evenings, when the juvenile matches
were fixed and all we worried about was
the possibility, for one reason oranother, of
a game not taking place.” Noel's first taste
of organised football came about in 1956.
The St. Martin’s Juvenile Club, from Dun-
shaughlin and Drumree, was formed and
success was almost immediate. Although
they lost the divisional final of 1956 to
Skryne, St. Martin’s returned in 1957 to
capture the first of their remarkable three-
in-a-row juvenile championships. In the
final against Ballivor, Noel Lined out at
centre half forward on a team captained
from centre-field by Jimmy Waish. The
pair would later play important roles in
Meath’s re-birth in the Sixties. In 1961
Noel lined out with the Kiltale Minors and
came to the attention of the County selec-
tors for the first time. However, Dublin
ended their ambitions at Pairc Tailteann.
In the following year Noel was summoned
to trials for the Royal County Juniors, but,
because of work commitments in Dublin,
he didn’t make the trials and watched as
thejuniors marched to All-Ireland success.
Twoyearslater Meathregained the Leins-
ter Junior title but it wasn’t until the All-
Ireland series that Noel made the side, thus

i
3

NOEL CURRAN.

losing out for a second time on a Leinster
Junior medal.

A few new faces were required on the
Senior panel at the outset of the League in
the Autumn of ’64. Noel was called up for
the game against Louth in Pdirc Tailteann
and got his chance when Jack Quinn cried
off because of injury. Hopes were high
throughout the county that 1965 would see
the Sam Maguire Cup back in An Uaimh
butitall wentterribly wrong against Long-
fordin Croke Park. “Thisdefeat was one of
the biggest disappointments of my career.
We probably underestimated Longford, a
team which grew stronger over the next
three years.” When the Leinster title was
regained in 1966 the feeling in the Meath
camp was that “this is our year”. Down
weredemoralised by a great Royal County
performance. Noel Currenlined outon the
wing, a position in which he was never too
happy and Gerry Quinn was at full for-
ward. The selectors switched the pair and
subsequently “everything went right for
both of us”. Meath flopped in the final
against Galway. “Perhapsour victory over
them in the Wembley Tournament proved
to be our undoing. They deservedly com-
pleted their three-in-a-row while we were
totally shattered.”

It was back to the grindstone in 1967,

The Leinster title was retained and Gal- |

way’s success story had come to an end.

The incredible resolve of the Meath play-
ers finally saw them capture the All-
Ireland title against Cork. “Of course it
was the highlight of my career and it
proved that your must persevereifyouwish
to be successful.” Noel had played a lead-
ing role in bringing the title to Meath and
his place in the county’s Roll of Honour
was guaranteed. The trip to Australia wasa
fabulousbonus inNoel'sview. “The games
in Australia were a worthwhile perk for the
players, and although there are great sim-
ilarities in our games, it is not practical to
pursue further competition.” Dunshaugh-
lin won the Junior Footbal Championship
to add further to a memorable 1967 for
Noel.

Longford again ended Meath’s hopes in
1968. “The team had been around for a
long time and it told in the end.” By the
time Meath regained the Leinster Cham-
pionship in 1970 Noel had lost his place.

There were many who felt that he
could have helped Meath’s cause in 1970
but it wasn't to be. He was recalled for the
1971 championship but Meath fell to Kil-
dare in the Leinster campaign. His club
career continued however and in 1977 he
helped Dunshaughlin to win the Interme-
diate Championship. In 1982, he finally
pulled up his Dunshaughlin roots and

threw in his lot with the Thomas Davis
Clubin Tallaght. Hisextraordinaryloyalty
to Dunshaughlin, although based in Dub-
linthroughouthis playing career, is greatly
appreciated by the Gaels of the area. But
with his sons playing with the Thomas
Davisjuveniles, the movebecame inevita-
ble. He is naturally proud of Paul’s emer-
gence as a top class player and is hopeful
that the recenteye injury will nothold back
his career. Noel's wife Teresa, who hails
from Limerick, is also a keen follower of
the game while daughters, Olive and Sally
and other sons Frank and Michael are
equally enthusiastic.

Noelstilllines out forthe Thomas Davis
Intermediate team and the Meath Over-
40’s. He simply loves the game and while
he also enjoys a game of golf, he still
prefers to either play or watch a game of
football, “There i1s nothing wrong with the
game, although [ would like tp have seen
the quick kick-out continu  There may
be too much emphasis on physical fitness
rather than on the basic skills,butit’sstill a
great game.”

Whichever way to-days game goes,
Noel can hardly lose. “When your son is
involved with a team, you hope they do
well, even if it’s against your native county
but after all, it's only a game of football.”

NAVAN SPORTS & LEISURE

35 RAILWAY STREET, NAVAN. = (046) 22642

FOR YOUR FOOTBALL NEEDS — Our large selection of Football Boots in stock
include, Nike, New Balance, Mitre and Adidas. Nets, Balls and Jerseys supplied.

FOR ALL YOUR RUNNING NEEDS — We stock Nike, New Balance & Asics (tigers) Shoes
and Sportswear. A large selection of tracksuits in stock. We also cater for Tennis, Swimming,
Basketball etc.

10% Reduction To Clubs All Year Round — Drop in and See Us or Phone 22642
BEST WISHES TO MEATH




Rourke, Mick Lyons, Colm Brady, Donal

right, P. J. Gillic, Terry Ferguson, Bernard Flynn, Liam

I. Back row, leftto right, Colm O'

ina
, David Beggy. Front row, left to

Harnan, Robbie O'Malley, Kevin Foley, Liam Hayes.

The Meath team that beat Laois, 4-14 to 0-4, in the semi-f
Smyth, Sean Kelly, Brendan Reilly, Brian Stafford

NRDOUBIERENTERPRISE

When Meath senior and minor foot-
ballers step out on Croke Park today they
will have the incentive — if such is needed
— torecord the county’s first-ever senior-
minor double in Leinster football.

This particular double — unlike the
senior-junior feat — has so far proved an
elusive prize as far as the Royal County is
concerned, as they have been repeatedly
foiled at the final stage of the champion-
chip over the years.

Meath’s frustration with the double
tegan in 1954 when they won the senior
and lost the minor finals on the one after-
noon. A year later it was defeat on the
double as Dublin beat them in both decid-
ers. In 1970 the seniors won from Offaly
and the minors lost to Dublin, and in 77 1t
was the same story inreverse — the minors
won and the seniors lost.

The Eighties brought no change in
Meath fortunes. In 86 the senior title was
wrested from Dublin, but the Royal
County under-18s, had no answer to a
powerful Metropolitan fifteen. A repeat of
these results in 1988 left Meath still seek-
ing the elusive double.

Today presents Meath with its seventh
chance of taking both tities,and thereisan
added dimension to the contest versus
Dublin and Kildare. Having already
annexed the junior and under-21 provin-
cial crowns, should Meath emerge victor-
ious from today’s games they will be the
first county ever to win four Leinster foot-
balltitlesin the one season. And that would
be a mammoth achicvement by any
reckoning.

Pat Roe (Laois) outjumps friend and foe alike in this semi-final tussle for possession.
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THREE-IN-A-ROW

Last year’s clash of Dublin and Meath was the 14th final meeting of the counties in the

space of 95 years.

Althoughsome of these finals failed to provide really competitive fare, there have been the
exceptions, and the rivalry that began in October, 1894 has been — and still is — one of the

most exciting in the game,

The early meetings set the standard and began with three finals in successive years
—1894-95-96. Two drawn games, two Dublin wins and one for Meath established the
counties as front-runners in the closing decade of the last century, and the details of these
Dublin —Meath encounters before the turn of the century — the first-ever three-in-a-row

provincial finals are:
1894 — Dublin 1—8, Meath 1—2.

Two hours of football — one at Navan
and the other at Cionturk Park — had
failed to separate two well-matched teams
in the closing months of the year, but the
third meeting, at Clonturk, on February
24, 1895 saw the issue finally decided.

Dublin with the wind in their favour laid
the basisof their winin the firsthalfas John
Kennedy, Dick Curtis and the Kellys
shared six points between them — to
Meath’s one,

Meath’s luck was out as the wind slack-
ened after the change of ends, but they
fought back with spirit to reduce the
arrears with a great goal. Dublin’s Curtis
responded withalike score toleave Dublin
deserving, butslightly flattered winners by
a margin of six points.

Dublin scorers: D. Curtis 1—2, I
Kennedy 0—2, L. Kelly 0—2, M. Byrne
0—-2.

Meath:P. Kelly 1 —0,W.Feeley0—1,P.
Clarke 0—1.

1895 — MEATH 0—6, DUBLIN 0—2.

Meath took the fight to the All-Ireland
champions from the outset, but it took
them fifteen minutes to breach the Dublin
lines — and then it was for a point finished
by Clarke. Even exchanges featured the
second quarter until McDermott made it

0—2 to nil which was the score at the

break. Dublin scorers: D. Erritty 1—1, M.

)]

Dublin fought vigorously to retain their
crown when play resumed but Clarke
doubled the Meath lead before Mike Byrne
opened Dublin’s account. When Paddy
Byrne notched their second point the issue
was wide open, but Meath finished
strongly to take their first provincial title
with four points to spare.

Meath scorers;: P. Clarke 0—3, V.
McDermott 0—1, B, McCabe 0—1, 7.
Sharkey 0—1.

Dublin: M. Byrne 0—1, P. Byrne 0—1.

1896 — DUBLIN 2—4, MEATH 1—S5.

This twice postponed tie finally got
under way at Bryanstown on October 24,
1897. The delays probably whetted public
interest as there was a huge crowd present
when Laurence Stanley threw in the ball to
start yet another meeting of the rivals.
“Darby™ Erritty’s goal cancelled early
Meath points, but the champions pressed
on tolead by 1—3 to 1—1 at the interval
after McCabe had found the net.

Dublin took it up on the restart with
Curtis, Erritty, Mike Byrne and Hayes to
the fore and soon hit the front with a goal by
Hayes.

Meath rallied gamely and were well in
contention when a dispute arose which
resulted in their leaving the field. The
referee, after some delay, awarded the
match to Dublin.

Hayes 1—0, D. Curtis 0—2, J. Gannon  took part in all five Dublin-Meath games

0—1 between October, 189& anhdd%ctobel}'l,
Meath: > —0, T.McCullen 1897 — Mike Byrne. Meath did muc
0 MleaJth'TEéMug(ba_biIJ ?{'eﬂl_y 01, M. better in this regard as M. Murray, M.
R"(? ers 0— igP. Clarke 0—1. Rogers, P. Clarke and B.McCabe featured

Sgurprisingiy, only one Dublin player Inevery meeting.

4

i h the Wicklow duo of Philip McGillcuddy
i i i th ball, cuts through the WIFk!OW duo of Philip
. S and Pat Baker in the semi-final.

Wishing continued success to the Meath Teams from

THE SWAN INN

BAR LOUNGE AND GROCERY

ES SERVED DAILY. YOU
PUB GRUB, SOUPS, COFFEE, TEA AND SANDWICH
HAVE NEVER BEEN OUT, UNLESS YOU HAVE BEEN HERE FOR THE STOUT.

COOLRONAN, BALLIVOR, CO. MEATH. Telephone (0405) 46054
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UHALLENCGING

Having been the defending champions for three successive seasons, Meath today find
themselves in the role of challengers for Dublin’s title. It is a role with which they are not
unfamiliar, but Meath memories of their bids to dethrone the Leinster champions are not all
happy ones;indeed, Meathhave enjoyed little luck in their attempts todown the reigning title
holders aver the years, especially in the early years, when after they had successfully
unseated Dublin in 1895, they repeatedly failed in jousts with the teams at the top in the
province. In fact, after that 1895 success they failed in every meeting until they overcame
Laois in 19309,

Since then Meath havedone somewhat better in their confrontations with the champions,
although the overall figures (eight wins, and 27 defeats) show just how difficult they have

—

found this particular assignment.

1895 — Jones’Road,Final: Meath0—6,
Dublin 0—2,

1906 — Jones” Road, First Round: Kil-
dare 0—8, Meath 0—2.

1908 — Jones’ Road, First Round:
Dublin 1—8, Meath 0—1.

1910 — Dundalk, Semi-final; Louth
3—11, Meath [ —3.

1912 — Jones’ Road, First Round: Kil-
kenny 1—4, Meath 0—3.

1913 — Jones’ Road, Semi-final: Louth
2—3, Meath 0—2.

1914 — Croke Park, First Round:
Wexford 2—4, Meath 1 —1.

1916 — Croke Park, Semi-final: Wex-
ford 6—5, Meath | —2.

1921 — Croke Park, First Round:
Dublin 3—6, Meath 0—0.

1923 — Croke Park,Final: Dublin3—35,
Meath 0—0.

1924 — Navan, First Round: Dublin
2—6, Meath 1—4.

1926 — Croke Park, First Round:
Wexford 0—7, Meath 0—3.

1927 — Navan, Semi-final: Kildare

. 1—6, Meath 1—2.

1929 — Drogheda, First Round: Kildare
1—35, Meath 0—38.
Replay: Kildare 3—5, Meath
0—9

1930 — CI‘Ol.(C Park, Final: Kildare
0—6, Meath 1—3.
Replay: Kildare 2—6, Meath
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1931 — Croke Park, Final: Kildare
1—4, Meath 1 —4.
Replay: Croke Park: Kildare
1—35, Meath 0—4.

1933 — Drogheda, First Round: Dublin
1—&, Meath | —4.

1934 — Drogheda, First Round: Dublin
2—8, Meath 1—9.

1936 — Mullingar, First Round; Kildare
0—12, Meath | —6.

1938 — Croke Park, Semi-final: Laois
4—06, Meath 2—3.

1939 — Mullingar, First Round: Meath
1—9, Laois 1—7.

1942 — Drogheda, Semi-final: Dublin
3—5, Meath 1—10.

1947 — Croke Park, Final: Meath 3—7,
Laois 1—7,

1949 — Croke Park, Semi-final: Meath
1—5, Louth 1—5.
Replay: Croke Park: Meath
2—9, Louth 3—6.
Second Replay: Meath 2—5,
Louth [—7.

1951 — Croke Park, Semi-final: Meath
0—6, Louth 0—e6.
Replay: Croke Park: Meath
0—7, Louth 0—6.

1963 — Second Round, Croke Park:
Dublin 2—6, Meath 2—3.

1964 — Final, Croke Park: Meath
2—12, Dublin 1—7.

1970 — Croke Park, Final: Meath
222, Offaly 5—12.

1972 — Croke Park, Semi-final: Offaly

1—2. 2—17, Meath 3—S5. '

THE CHAMPIUNS

1973 — Croke Park, Final: Offaly 1980 — Navan, Semi-final: Dublin
3—21, Meath 2—12, 3—13, Meath 2—7. _

1976 — CrokePark,Final: Dublin2—8§, 1984 — Croke Park, Final: Dublin
Meath 1—9. 2—10, Meath 1—9.

1977 — CrokePark,Final:Dublin 1 —9, 1986 — Croke Park, Final: Meath 0—9,
Meath 0—S8. Dublin 0—7.

i

‘Danger Ahead” — Dublin’s Joe McNally collects the ball ahead of Wicklow’s Hugh
Kenny, in the semi-final.

_

21



The Men From
Meath

DONAL SMYTH:Age 27.Madehis Senior Cham-
pionship debut against Longford in June.
Holds twoAll-Ireland S.F.C.medals, two N.F.L.
medals, three Leinster S.F.C.medals,one Cen-
tenary medal. Has also captained the O
Mathtna team to Meath S.F.C. victory. Garda.

ROBBIE O'MALLEY: Age 25. Retumned to the
team for the Leinster semi-final having missed
the N.F.L. final against Down through injury.
Holds two All- [re%ands F.C.medals, two N.F.L.
medals, three LeinsterS.F.C. medals, one Cen-
tenary medal, one Leinster Under-21 medal.
Bank of Ireland All-Star 1987 and 1988, Texaco
Award 1988. Company Representative.

MICK LYONS: Age 32. Holder of two All-Ireland
S.F.C. medals, three Leinster S.F.C. medals,
two N.F.L. medals, three Railway Cups, one
Leinster Club Championship and four Meath
S.F.C. medals. Captained Meath to victory in
the 1987 All-Ireland final. Missed out on the
1989 championship through injury. The first
Meathman to win two Bank of [reland All-Star
Awards. Plant Hire Contractor and
Businessman.

TERRY FERGUSON: Age 29. Holder of two
All-Ireland S.F.C. medals, three Leinster S.F.C.
medals, two N.F.L. medals, one N.H.L. medal
Division 3. If Meath win to-day Terry will have
surpassed his father’s achievement of winning
three Leinster S.F.C. medals. Meath's “Foot-
baller of the Year” in 1986. Bullder.

I EVIN FOLEY: Age 30. Holder of two All-Ireland
Senior medals, three Leinster S.F.C. medals,
two N.F.L.medals and one Railway Cup medal.
Kevin has played forMeathin allfour defensive

p? gosmons Veterinary Surgeon.

MARTI 'CONNELL: Age 26. Holder of two
All-Ireland S.F.C. medals, three Leinster S.F.C.
medals, two N.F.L. medals, one Centenary
medal, one Railway Cup medal, Bank of Ire-
land All-Star 1988. Martin has played a major
role in inspiring his club’s climb to Senior level
from the lower ranks. Meat Wholesaler.

BRENDAN REILLY: Age 21. Made his Senior
championship debut against Louth in Drogh-
eda in 1988 haw!\% previously starred in the
N.F.L finalreplay. Missed outsubsequently on
the Countys march to All-lreland success
because of injury. Holder of one All-Ireland
S.F.C., one Leinster S.F.C., two Leinster ].F.C.
medals, one Leinster Under-21 football
championship. Brendan lined out with the

county's under 21 hurling and football teams

this year. Electrician.

LIAM HAYES: Age 28. Holder of two All-Ireland
S.F.C, three Leinster S.F.C., two N.F.L. medals,
one Centenary Cup, one Railway Cup medal,
1987, and one Bank of Ireland All-Star Award
1988, Liam hasworn the Meath jersey atunder
14 and minor level winning a Leinster M.F.
medal in 1980. Sports Journallst.

COLM BRADY: Age 20. Made his Senior cham-
pionship debutinlastyear's Leinster semi-final
a%ainst Offaly. Holder of two Leinster Under

F.C. medals 1989—90. Colm’s only full
championship game was against Laois in the
current campaign. Winner of the “man of the
match" award in the N.F.L. final against Down.
The first member of his club to play Senior
championship football for Meath. Recrea-
tional Management Student,

DAVIDBEGGY:Age 23.Holderoftwo All-Ireland
SF.C. medals, three Leinster S.F.C. medals,
two N.F.L.medals, one Bank of [reland All-Star
Award 1987, one Railway Cup medal. Com-
mutesfrom Scotland. Affectionatelyknownas
“linxy" he is one of the fastest players In the
game. Law Clerk.

P.J.GILLIC: Age 23.P].isstillthe onlyMeathman
to have won Leinster Championship medals at
Minor, Under-21, Junior and Senior level. He
has two All-Ireland S.F.C. medals, three Leins-
ter S.F.C. medals, two N.F.L. medals, one Rail-
way Cup medal, one Leinster Junior medal,
one Leinster LUnder-21 medaland one Leinster
Minor medal. Mechanic.

TOMMY DOWD: Age 20.Made his championship
debut against Longford in Pdirc Tailteann in
June. Tommy's father also played Senior
championship football with Meath in early
'70's. Tommy has one N.F.L. medal and two
Leinster Under-21 football medals. He also
lined outforthe county's Under-21 hurlers this
year. Joiner,

COLM O'ROURKE: Age 32. Colm was the recip-
ient of prestigous “Meath Footballer of the
Year” Award for an unprecedented third time
in1989. He also captains the team to-day. Itis
fourteen years ago since he played in his first
LeinsterS.F.final %—Iemthe proud holderof two
All-Ireland 5.F.C. medals, two N.F.L. medals,
three Leinster S.F.C. medals, one Railway Cup
medal, one Centenary Cup medal. Teacher
and Sports Shop Proprietor.

BRIAN STAFFORD: Age 26. Brian holds two
Senior All-Ireland medals, three Leinster S.F.C.
medals, one Leinster Under-21, two Railway
Cup (1987 and 1988) and two N.F.L. medals,
All-Star 1987 and 1988, Texaco Award winner
1987. Com Representative.

BERNARD FL Nh{: Age 26. Holds two Senior

All-Ireland medals, three Leinster S.F.C.
medals, two N.F.L., one Railway Cup and a
Centenary Cup medal. All-Star 1987, Has
represented Ireland in Compromise Rules
games. Businessman.




The Men From
Dublin

JOHN O'LEARY: Age 29. Capiained lreland
against Australians in 1986 Test Series, Won
All-ireland medals at Minor (1979} and Senici
(1983), and a National League souvenii i
1987. He has four Leinster Senior medals.
Played in each of Leinster's Railway Cup win-
ning teams of 1985, 1986 and 1987, Twice a
Bank of Ireland All-Star. Branch Manager,
frish Permanent Building Soclety.

MICK DEEGAN: Age Zo. Won an All-ireland
Minormedal atleft halfbackin1982. Hasbeen
a consistent performer in the position as left
cornerbackinrecentleague games. Holder of
one Leinster Senior medal. Garage Owner,

GERRY HARGAN: Age 29 Another of the stars of
1987 League final. All-Treland Senior medalist
In 1983, he has four Leinster Senior souvenirs.
Won a Bank of lreiand All-Star award in 1985
and '89. Has played for lreland in the Test
series, and has two Railway cup medals,
Fireman.

KENNEDY: Age 31. Giaduated 1o the

enior ranks after playing with Dublin in
inderage competitions. He was in the official
panel of substitutes for the 1983 All-lreland
final, but did not appear during the win over
Galway. Holds five Leinster Senior medals,
All-Starreciplentin 1989, Leinster Railway Cup
medal winner in 1988. Driver.

KEITH BARH: Age 22. Made his Senior debut
againstWicklowinlastyears Leinster Charnpion-
ship. holder of Leinster Minor medal in (986
and Senior medal in 1989, Also captained
Duiblin in the Leinster Minor championship of
1985. Holds colleges medals for Beneavin
College in under 14, 15 and Senior grades.
Courier.

TOMMY CARR: Age 27, Played Minor football for
Dublin in 1980 was not involved in the
1987/'88 National League as he was on Army
dutyin the Lebanon, Has made the centre half
back spot his owi during curient league. Has
one Leinster Senior medal. Ammy Officer,

IAMORNN HEERY: Age 26. Rigiht half back with
Dublin in 1982 All-Ireland Minor title winning
team. He was called up to the Senior side for
the 1986~ '87 National League. but was notin
the tearn that beat Kery in the 1987 final
Leinster Railway Cup medal winner 1988 and
Leinster Senior medal in 1989. Draftsaaii,

DAVEFORAN: Age 31 Whileonlyreturning to the
teain for the Leinster championship gave v.
Kildare last year, Dave is an old campai
having made his Senior debut wa
1978. Holds two Leinster Senicr champion-
ship medals 1979/°89. Won his first Dublin
champlonship medal with his club Thomas
Davis in 1989, Fireman.

PAUL CLARKE: Age 24. Captained the Dublin
Minior football team which woi the All-ireland
in 1984, Shortly after made his Senior debut.
Holder of one Leinster Senior inedal. Alrport
Poiice.

VINCENT MURPHY: Age 20. Midfielder in the
Dublin Minor tearn beaten by Kildare in 1987
Leinster final, he haslost little timeIn finding his
feetas a senior, and has also shown anice line
in points scoring. Won a Leinster Railway Cup
medal in 1988 and a Leinster medal 1989,
Sales Representative,

KIERAN DUFF: Age 29. Hasan All-Ireland Minor
medal 1979, he has been a Senior since late in
1979, and has the games top award (1983),
four provincial medals, four Railway Cup tro-
phies, and two Bank ofireland All-Star awaids.,
Linesman.

CHARLIE REDMOND: Age 27. Made his Senicr
inter-county debutin 1983 but did not play in
that year's All-Ireland final. A regular with the
side for some time he won a Leinster Senior
rmedal last year. Also plays hurling. Fireman.

MICK GALVIN: Age 26. Made his Senior debut
during 1987 National League, and had an
excellent game at full forward in his big match
debut against Kerry in that year's League final
win. Played in the Leinster decider against
Meath last July. One Leinster Senior medal.
County Councll Official.

JOEMeNALLY:Age 25 Agoalkeepertumedace
goal-getcer. His first outing for the county side
wds in goal against Armagh in the League in
1982. Now he is outgunning net minders in
expert style. Goalkeeper in Dublin 1982 All-
Ireland Minor title winning team, he helped
the Dubs to their last Sarn Maguire Cup win,
and has played against the Austraiians. He has
one Railway Cup medal and three Leinster
Senior medals. Seif-employed.

NIALL CLANCY: Age 24. Made his Senior debut
for Dublin in National League v. Donegal this
year. Won a Minor All-Ireland rmedal in 1984,
Haolds a Sigerson Cup medal which he won
with U.C.D. in 1985, Apprentice Solicitor.
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Gaisce Faoi Leith - A Mighty Achievement

After Meath’s feat in reaching the 1970
All-Ireland it is generally considered that
the county suffered a decline; certainly, as
regards championship honours, the Seven-
ties was a barren period for the Royal
County as they proceeded to lose the pro-
vincial finalsof'73,74,”76 and '77. Butin
the midstofall this failure Meath produced
an astonishing performance that garnered
them a National title, and it wasn’t for the
fact of actually recording this success, but
themannerin which theydid so,that marks
the winning of the National Football
League in 1974—75 as one of Meath’s
greatest achievements.

Inthe mid-Seventies gaelic football was
dominated by Kerry and Dublin, then field-
ing what were arguably the greatest teams
the game has known; but in that league
campaign — orratherin the closing stages
of it — when there could be no suggestion
of indifference on the part of the *King-
dom’ or the Metropolitians, Meath, in a
brilliant run, overcame Kerry in the
quarter-final by O—11 to 0--6 and Dublin
in the final by 0—16 to 1—9. It was
undoubtedly an achievement to be
cherished.

The team which brought Meath it’s
fourth league title and maintained the
county’s reputation for being able to mus-
tera challenge to the best even in their less
affluent days was: Ronan Giles (Capt.),

Mick Collins, Jack Quinn, Brendan Mur-
ray, Phil Smith, Pat Reynolds, P.J. O'Hal-
loran, Joe Cassels, Mick Ryan, Eamon
O’Brien, Ken Rennicks, Pat Traynor,
Cormac Rowe, Ollie O’Brien, Matt
Kerrigan.

Kevin Hbrgaﬁ — Kildare’s Minor
sharp-shooter.




When the minor grade was introduced
in the late 1920’s, in most areas the stand-
ing of the various counties at senior level
was immediately reflected in the perfor-
mance and achievements of theirunder 1 8
sides, as Kerry, Mayo, Galway and Dublin,
to name only the most prominent, farmed
the early honours. There were exceptions
of course — Clare and Longford, who
contested the first All-Ireland final in the
grade, were devoid of even the faintest hint
of success or tradition compared with the
counties mentioned above,

But there were other counties whose
pre-eminence at senior level did not
appear to filter back to the new grade, and
foremost among these were Meath and
Kildare. Why counties with such a high
profile in the premier competition should
be stationed very fardown the minorscale,
has never been explained, but it was an
inescapable fact of footballing life, and
most certainly an enduring one.

As Longford, Dublin, Louth, Laois,
Wexford and Westmeath surged forward
toannpex provincial honoursin the Thirties,
Kildare and Meath languished among the
deprived counties, with only the appear-
ance(alosingone)of Kildare against Dub-
linin the 1934 final to suggest that under-
age competition was at anything
approaching anacceptable level. The For-
ties brought some 1mprovement in the
showing of Kildare and Meath, but three
provincial finals (1940, 1942 and 1949)
were:contested by Kildare and the 1946
final by Meath without any addition to the
Leinster Roll of Honour.

Meath’s day dawned at last: three suc-
cessive final defeats at the hands of Dublin
preceded the magnificent triumph of
1957, but here was the root of another
mystery. From one of the finest minor
teams of the decade Meath reaped little
reward in the shape of future seniors, and
then the 1960s came and went with no
imprint from the Lily Whites or the neigh-
bouring Royal County.

effect over the past two decades, and if the
Markham Cup has not rested in either
county in that period, in Leinster competi-
tion Kildare and Meath are now very much
front-runners in the quest for provincial
honours. Indeed, at times they have offered
the only creditable opposition to Dublin’s
dominance. Today they are final oppon-
ents for the fourth time with Kildare hold-
ing the edge by virtue of their wins in *75
and '83.

The details of their three final meetings
to date are:

1975: Quarter-finals — Meath 2—18,
Wicklow 1—35; Kildare 2—16, West-
meath 2—9.

Semi-finals — Meath 2—8, Dublin
0—8; Kildare 2—16, Laois 2—6,.

Final — Kildare 2—9, Meath 3—5.

Kildare scorers: R. Mackey 2—1, T.
Shaw 0—4, J. Hogan 0—3, M. Gorman

—1.

Meath: C. O’'Rourke 21, E. Mahon
0—4, P. Finnerty 1—0.

Kildare: Eamon Costello (Cappagh),
Frank Mulligan (Clane), Pat O’Donag%luc
(Naas), Liam O’Callaghan (Newbridge),
Mattie McCabe (Naas), John Crofton
(Newbridge), Sein Kavanagh (New-
bridge), Pat Kenny (Carbury), Kevin
Dunne (Round Towers), Tom Shaw
(Newbridge), Alex Whelan (Newbridge),
Ronnie Mackey Capt. (St. Lawrences),
Paul O’'Flaherty (Athy), Michael Gorman
(St.Lawrences),Jack Hogan (Naas). Subs.:
John Kelly (St. Lawrences), Jack Ryan
(Rathangan).

Meath: Michael McQuillan (St
Patricks), Paddy Ryan (Skryne), Eamon
Ward (Moynalty), Bernard Cullen
(Duleek), Tommy Waters (St Marys),
Paddy Mooney (Dunshaughlin), Tommy
Mullen (De La Salle), Christy Reynolds
(Walterstown), Paschal Farrelly (Syddan),
Eddie Mahon (Athboy), Gerry Murtagh
(Baliivor), Pddraig Finnerty (Skryne), Jim
Duff (Syddan), Colm O’Rourke (Skryne),
Liam McMahon (Wolfe Tones). Sub.,

Both counties have shown to better Malachy Cullen. i
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1980 — First Round — Kildare 5—12,
Carlow 2—5.

Quarter-finals — Meath 5—12, West-
meath 1—6; Kildare 2—14, Wicklow
19,

Semi-finals — Meath 3—7, Dublin
3—35; Kildare 1—11, Louth 1—8.

Final — Meath 1—12, Kildare [ —9.

Meath Scorers: F. Murtagh 0—4, A
Young 1—0, J. J. McCormack 0—3, L.
Hayes 0—1, B. Husband 0—1, M. Barry
0—1, C. Reilly 0—1, T. Mathews 0—1.

Kildare scorers: L. Tompkins 0—7, S.
Fahy 1—0, S. Ryan 0—1, L. Sex 0—1.

Meath: Liam Bellews (Castletown),
JohnMcEnroe (Oldcastle), George Clarke
(Castletown), Dessie Dearney (De La
Salle), Colm Coyle (Seneschalstown),
Tom Carson (St. Patricks), James Bradley
(Nobber), Tom Mathews (Meath Hill),
Liam Hayes (Skryne), Finian Mur[‘agh
Capt.,(De. La Salle), Frank Foley (Trim),
Bernard Husband (Moylough), Martin
Barry (Walterstown), J. J. McCormack
(Ballinabrackey), Charlie Reilly (Moy-
nalty). Subs.: Michael Crawley (Duleek),
Andy Young (Summerhill), Noel Carroll
(Castletown).

Kildare: Niall Fitzgerald (Celbridge),
Michael Fogarty (St. Lawrences ), Tony
McLoughlan (Athy), Pat O'Neill (Car-
bury), Michael McLoughlin (Oliver Plun-
ketts), John Horan (Oliver Plunketts),
Martin Brannock (Suncroft), Shay Fahy
(Newbridge), Sedn Ryan (St. Lawrences),
Joe Holohan (Suncroft), Larry Tompkins
(Oliver Plunketts), Liam Sex (Newbridge),
Terry Gorry (Carbury), Liam McCor-
mack (Leixlip), Tony Deere (Grang_cnul—
van). Subs.: Dick Gibbons (Newbridge),
Jim Carrick (Newbridge).

1983 — First round — Meath 7—17,
Kilkenny 0—1.

Quarter-finals — Kildare 1—12, Car-
low 3—4; Meath 2—7, Dublin 0—6.

Semi-finals — Kildare 1—7, Offaly
2—4, (Replay) Kildare 2—13, Offaly
[ —10; Meath 1—7, Laois 0—7.

Final — Kildare 1—11, Meath 1—6.

Kildarescorers: P. McLoughlin 0—4,P.

Junne | —0, P. Loftus 0—2, G. Boland

02,7 Byme 01, B.Donovan0— 1, M. |

Cooke 0—1.

Meath: B.Flynn 1 —3,C. Corr0—1,D.
Murtagh 0—1, P. Downey 0—1.

Kildare: Freddie Mitchell (Kilcullen),
Sedn McGovern (Athy), Kevin McCarthy
(Newbridge), John Byme (St. Marys),
James Byrne (St. Lawrences), Danny
Cahill (Kilcullen), Declan Kerrigan (Car-
bury), Anthony Delaney (St. Lawrences),
Brian Donovan (Celbridge), Paul
McLoughlin {Clane), Michael Cooke
(Kilcock), Peter Loftus Capt., (New-
bridge), Eugene Gorry (Carbury), Terry
McDonald (Naas), Gerry Boland (St
Marys). Subs.: Michael Fitzpatrick (Oliver
Plunketts), Padraig Dunne (St. Marys).

Meath: Phil Fay (St. Culberts), Robbie
O’Malley Capt., (St. Colmcilles), Aidan
Curran (St. Colmcilles), James Farrell
(Senschalstown), Declan Mullen (Oldcas-
tle), Des Lane (Slane), Martin O’Neill (St.
Colmcilles), Oliver Cudden (Duleek),
Ciaran Carr (St. Colmcilles), Brian Ren-
nicks (Trim), Bernard Flynn (St. Colm-
cilles), Donal Murtagh (Trim), Paddy
Downey (Slane), John Kavanagh (St.
Cuthberts), Peter Crosby ({rove
Emmetts). Subs.: C. J. Murtagh (Trim),
Matty O’Brien (Slane), Loman Dempsey
(Ballivor).

Tony Byrne — top scorer for Meath
Minors.




MINOR
@
Cill Dara _ DATHANNA:
(KILD ARE) BAN GO LEIR
e (All White)
l‘ J C. O Broin
\ 1. CHRISTY BYRNE
\/ Castlemitchell
C. Mac Riocaird L. O Saigheas D. O Cathasaigh
2. KEN DIXON 3. LIAM SEX 4. DEREK CASEY
Johnstownbridge Sarsfields Caragh
R. de Briin S. O Lochlainn M. Laighléis
5. RICHARD BROWNE 6. JOHN LOUGHLIN 7. MARK LAWLESS
St. Kevins Sarsfields Carbury
G. O Riain N. O Buachalla
8. GLEN RYAN 9. NIALL BUCKLEY
Round Towers (Capt) Sarsfields
B. O Fathaigh R. O Coinn A. O Suileabhéin
10. BRIAN FAHY 11. RONAN QUINN  12. ALAN SULLIVAN
Leixlip Leixlip Johnstownbridge
C. O hOgain C. O Conallain D. O Diighaill
13. KEVIN HOGAN 14, CIARAN CONLON  15. DERMOT DOYLE
Sarsfields Caragh Na Fianna

FIR IONAID: 16. D. O Leathlobhair DEREK LAWLOR St. Laurences; 17. N. Mac
Cathmhaoil NIGEL CAMPBELL Sarsfields; 18. L. O Ceallaigh LEO KELLY Athy; 19.
P. Cobhroin PADRAIG COBURN Athy; 20. D. Mac Cathmhaoil DAREN CAMP-
BELL Sarsfields; 21. S. O hAnnéain JOE HANNON Robertstown.
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A]'l Mhi MINOR DATHANNA:

(MEATH) GLAS IS OR
AT cOMartin  (Green and Gold)
oAl 1. CONOR MARTI,
| T Ballivor
\ [ r‘ =jf ALTU07
THY,
A “U. O Riain E. Mac Manais N. Coiléir
2, VINCENT RYAN 3. ENDA McMANUS 4.NOELC QLLIER
Ballinlough St. Peters, Dunbeyne (Capt) St. Patricks
R. Mac Craith G. Mac Oireachtaigh T. O hAinle |
5. RONAN McGRATH 6. GRAHAM GERAGHTY 7. THOMAS HANLEY
Simonstown Gaels Seneschalstoun Athboy
8. O hEanraic | S. Mac Carthaigh
8. JASON HENDRICK 9, JOHN McCARTHY
" Enfield Walterstown
A. O Broin D. O Mairtin B.O Caollai
10, TONY BYRNE 11. DAVID MARTIN  12. BRENDAN KEALY
St. Pefers, Dunboyne Athboy Dunshaughlin
A. O Ceartlléin T. O Conchdir C. O Siridéain
13. HUGH CAROLAN 14, TERRY O'CONNOR 15. CATHAL SHERIDAN
St. Colmeilles Ballivor Moynalvey

FIR TONAID: 16. C. Mac Sitirtdin KEVIN JORDAN Gaeil Colmeille; 17. A. O
Murchi ANDREWMURPHY Skryne; 18,C. OMaora CIARAN MOORE Simonstown
Gaels; 19. D. Diolgin DAVID DI{LON Seneschalstown; 20. B. O L.éannachain
BARTLE LENTHAN Duleek: 21. P. O Broin PAULO'BRIEN Simonstown Gaels; 22. B. 0
hAilpin BRENDAN HALPIN Oldcastle; 23. A. Aghas ALAN ASHE Boardsmill; 24. P.
Dioliin PAUI DILLON Syddan; 25. S. Mac Gabhann SEAMUS SMYTH O 'Mathiina;
26. C. O Maicin CONOR MACKEN Seneschalstown.
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SENIOR DATHANNA:
GORM IS DUGHORM

Ath Cliath

(DUBLIN) (Blue and Navy Blue)
N S. O Laoire
‘ 1. John O'LEARY
\41?:-//’ O'Dwyers
M. O Duiginn G. O hArgéin M. O Cinnéide
2, MICK DEEGAN 3. GERRY HARGAN 4, MICK KENNEDY
Erins Isle Ballymun Kickhams St. Margarets
C. O Bairr T. O Carra E. O hlorua
5. KEITH BARR 6. TOMMY CARR 7. EAMONN HEERY
Erins Isle Ballymun Kickhams (Capt,) St. Vincents
P. O Cléirigh D. O Fuaréin

8. PAUL CLARKE
Whitehall Colmcille

9, DAVID FORAN
Thomas Davis

U. O Murchd C. O Duibh C. Mac Réamainn
10. VINNIE MURPHY 11. KIERAN DUFF 12, CHARLIE REDMOND
Trinity Gaels Fingallians Erins Isle

M. O Gealbhéin
14, MICK GALVIN
St. Oliver Plunketts

N. Mac Lannchaidh
13. NIALL CLANCY
Kilm_acud Crokes

S. Mac an Fhaile
15. JOE McNALLY
St Annes

FIR IONAID: 16.N.Mac Gafraidh NOEL McCAFFREY Clontarf; 17.C. O Fagain
KEVIN FAGAN St Vincents; 18. L. O Cluasaigh LEO CLOSE Scoil Ui Chonail; 19, A.
Mac Camhaoil ANTON McCAUL Ballymun Kickhams; 20. N. Mac Giodain NOEL
GUIDEN Raheny; 21. G. Mac Mathina GERRY McMAHON Scoil Ui Chonail; 22. B,
Mac Concharraige BARNEY ROCK Ballymun Kickhams; 23, D. O Bolgtiir DECLAN
BOLGER St. Marks; 24. D. O Fearail DEREK FARRELL Na Fianna,

3U
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An Mhi SENIOR

DATHANNA:
PRERER GLAS IS OR
(Green and Gold)

D. Mac Gabhann
1. DONAL SMYTH
O'Mathiina

R. O Maille M. O Liathéin T. Mac Fearghais
2. ROBBIE O'MALLEY 3. MICK LYONS 4. TERRY FERGUSON
St. Colmcilles Summerhill Gaeil Colmcille
C. O Foghlud M. O Conaill B. O Raghallaigh
5.KEVIN FOLEY 6. MARTIN O'CONNELL 7. BRENDAN REILLY
Trim St. Michael's St. Peters, Dunboyne
L. O hAodha C. O Bradaigh
8. LIAM HAYES 9. COLM BRADY
Skyrne Simonstown Gaels
D. O Beigedin P.S. Mac Uilic T. O Duda
10. DAVID BEGGY 11. P.J. GILLIC 12. TOMMY DOWD
O'Mathiina Carnaross Dunderry
C. O Ruairc B. Stafort B. O Floinn
13. COLM O'ROURKE  14. BRIAN STAFFORD  15. BERNARD FLYNN
Skyrne (Capt) Kilmainhamwood St. Colmcilles

FIR IONAID: 16. M. Mac Uilin MICHAEL McQUILLAN St. Patricks; 17. P. O
| iathain PADRAIG LYONS Summerhil;18.1.0 CearnaighIAN KEARNEY Walter-
stown; 19. S. O Ceallaigh SEAN KELLY Dunderry; 20. M. Mac Caba MATTY
McCABE Seneschalstown; 21. G. Mac an tSaoi GERRY McENTEE Nobber: 22. F. O
Muireartaigh FINIAN MURTAGH OMathiina.
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The 1990 Leinster Minor Football Championship

— ROUND BY ROUND RESULTS —

MAY 12th AT PORTLAOISE —

8O st 4—13
L e 1—-2

Laois: M. Hogan 1—3, H. Emerson
1—2, Mark O’Brien 1—2, M. Lawlor
1—1, Michael O’Brien 0—2, J. Murphy
0—1, A. Bowe 0—1, R. Confrey 0—1.

Kilkenny: B. Crowley 1—0, M.
Dowling 0—1, C. Keegan 0—1.

MAY 13th AT CARLOW —

Louth: 8. White 0—4, A. Doherty 0—4,
P. Donnelly 1—0, D. Duffy 0—1, M.
Lowry 0—1.

Carlow: B. Walker 0—4,N. Foley 0—2,
R. Maher 0—2, N. Murphy 0—1, B. Han-
non 0—1.

MAY 20th AT MULLINGAR —

Loagtord ... o 1—13
Westmeath .....ooooamisis 2-7

Longford: B. O’Connor 0—4, S. Belton
1—1, C. Fox 0—3, P.Donoghue 0—2, D.
Lennon 0—2, A. Maxwell 0—1.

Westmeath:; M. Staunton 1—1, M.
Tumelty 1—1, G. Heavin 0—2, M. Mur-
tagh 0—2, A, McDonald 0—1.

AT WEXFORD —

Kildare .......c.coocvvvvevviiiinnnn. 2—13
Westord .....osvnmmniesa 1-7

Kildare: R. Quinn 1—1, B. Fahy [—1,
N.Buckley 0—4,K.Horgan 0—3,8’;.Ryan
0—2, C. Conlon 0—1, T. Sullivan 0—1.

Wexford: E. Scallan 0—S5, L. Murphy
1—1, J. English 0—1.
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MAY 26th AT NAVAN —

Iy 77 U R I P 2—16
VRTINS 2—9

Meath: T. Byrne 0—6, D. Martin 1--2,
T. Connor 0—5, C. Sheridan 0—2, H.
Carolan 1—0, C. Macken 0—1.

Longford: C. Hannify [--2, C. Fox
1—2,B.0’Connor0—3,S. Belton0— 1, P.
Donoghue 0—1.

AT PORTLAOISE —

Laois .....cccovvvviiiieiiiiiiinnn, 1—10
Offaly ..o 1—6

Laois: M, O’Brien 0—4, H. Emerson
1—0, M. O'Brien'0—2, M. Lalor 0—2, J.
Murphy 0—1, D. O’Connell 0—1. -

Offaly: W. Reynolds 0—4, P. Moran
1—0, F. Wyer 0—1, V. Mooney 0—1.

AT DROGHEDA —
LT O SR 5—10
LT T 1—4

Louth: A. Finnegan 2—1, A. Doherty
1—3, S. White 0—4, M. Leavy 1 —1, I.
O’Hanlon 1—0, P. Donnelly 0—1.

Dublin: T. Russell 10, C. McNally
0—1, A. Duff O—1, T. Feehan 0—1, L.
Callan 0—1.

JUNE 3rd AT AUGHRIM —

51 T o 0—12
WIEKIOW .. .coooncmvivmnimanamianas 1—-7

Kildare: G.Ryan 0—6,C.Conlon (0—-3,
K. Horgan 0—2, A. Sullivan 0—1.

Wicklow: D. Coffey 1—3, D. Behan
0—2, C. Sullivan 0—1, S. Doyle 0—1.

\ ’ -
SEMI-FINALS JULY 1st AT CROKE PARK —

| JUNE 24th AT NEWBRIDGE — Meath ..........cooooiivrirnnan.. 1—11

| | B 1L AR 3—
bR oo cssmisiosssnivmnnn: o], il
T | e I, 1—-7 Meath: T. O’Connor 0_4! T Byrne

i _ 0—4,H.Carolan1—0,D.Martin0—1, V.,
Ryan 0—1, C. Macken 0—1.

Laois: D. O’Connell 1—1, M. Hogan
1 —0,K.Keogh | —0,M.O’Brien 0—2,M.
Lalor 0—1.

- COLLEGE CHAMPIONS

Kildare: K. Horgan 0—4. C. Conlon
1—0, N. Buckley 0—3, G. Ryan 0—2, T.
Sullivan 0—1, B. Fahy 0—1.

Louth: A. Doherty | —4,S. White 0—3,

Lt

Gormanston College, Intergrated Juvenile Football Team — “A* Champions 1989—90.
Back row, left to right, Daniel Keohane, Nicholas Labrosse, Brian Smith, George Ryan,
Robert Doran, Paul Lynch, Tom Finn, Pat Reynolds. Front row, left to right, Ian O’Reilly,
Darrell Mooney, James Brennan, Simon Gaffney, Pidraig Grennan, Conor Walsh, Joe

Woods.
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Johnny O’'Grady of Ardclough G.A.A.
Club is Kildare's CIBA-GEIGY G.A.A.
Clubman of the Year for 1989,

Johnny O’Grady is a founder member of

the Ardclough Club which wasestablished
in 1936. He is currently club treasurer, a
position he has held for the past 28 years.
He has also been Secretary of the Club.
_ The Club has been very successful both
in football and hurling and also camogie.
Thededication of Johnny O’Grady to Ard-
clough was an important factor in the
Club’s success but he has also contributed
substantially to County Board affairs as a
delegate to the Board ‘since 1936 and on
numerous Kildare selection, finance and
fixtures committees,

Pat Dalton of Ballinabrackey G.A.A.
Club is Meath’s CIBA-GEIGY G.A.A.
Clubman of the Year for 1989.

Pat is currently Chairman of the Club
and his drive and enthusiasm has trans-
formed Ballinabrackey into a thriving unit
of the G.A A, fielding teams in under 12,
14, 16, minor and under 21, junior and
intermediate.

Pat even has time for the ladies and the
Ballinabrackey ladies football team won
the Meath Senior Championship this year.

He has been particularly active in pro-
viding a club pavilion and his fund raising
efforts were instrumental in raising
£29,000 towards the cost of builing it.

The Kildare Minor team that beat Louth, 1—11 to 1 —7, in the semi-final. Back row, left to
right, John Loughlin, Liam Sex, Christy Byrne, Ronan Quinn, Mark Lawless, Ciaran

Conlon, Niall Buckley, Kevin Horgan. Front row, left toright, Brian Fahy, Glen Ryan, Alan
' Sullivan, Richard Browne, Derek Casey, Tom Sullivan, Ken Dixon.

"R T - .|

In 1989 Leinster Council G.A.A. had neut
gate receipts of £610,000.00. The following
are the main areas of expenditure during the
year:

(a) Grants for the purchase and develop-
ment of grounds and handball courts -—
£151,000.

(b) Games Development: This includes
grant for special development in Tallaght
(£10,000), Hurling Festivals, Football Festi-
vals, Coaching Courses and a special hurling
helmet project for second level schools —
| £64,000.

() team Expenses — £64,000.

(d) Match Expenses i.e. referecs, stewards,
bands ete. — £69,000.

(e) Administration — £76,000.

(I Injured Players' Benefits — £174,000,

Grants were also made to Vocational
Schools/Colleges Council, Leinster Handball
Council, Leinster Camogie Council, Leinster
Ladies Football Council, Inter Firms Council
and St. Johns Ambulance Brigade.

Public Liability Insurance on our grounds
and premises cost the Leinster Council and
the twelve counties ol Leinster a sum of
£208,000 in 1989,

| The Meath Minor team that beat Laois, 1 —11 to 3—4, in the semi-final. Back row, left to
| right, Graham Geraghty, Jason Hendrick, Conor Martin, James Smyth, Hugh Carolan,
| ThomasHanley, Noel Collier, John McCarthy, Vincent Ryan. Front row, left toright, Tony

| Byrne, Conor Macken, Enda McManus, Terry Connor, James Murphy, Cathal Sheridan. ’
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einster ALB. Schools Juvenile Footba

some 144 teamns participated in the Junenile Competitions of 1989/90. A number of
new names appeared in the knock-out stages of the competition namely St. Declan’s, Cabra,
St. Kieran’s, Kilkenny, and Tullow C.S.

The finalists were Gormanston and St. Kieran’s College, the latter making an impact
over the past few years at Juvenile level. Played at one of Leinster’s ideal venues regarding
schools — Blessington, the final lived up to the high standard that was the norm throughout
the competition. Gormanston emerged deserving winners. 36 schools participated.

Thirty-nine schools went to the post in the "B compelition. Again new faces were
involved in the latter stages — Wexford C.B.S., Maynocoth P.P., Ballymahon Secondary
School, and St. Mary’s, Dundalk just to mention a few. ’

Wexford C.B.S. overcame St. Fintan’s, Suttonin the final at another school’s “home” —
Athy.

The “C” competition had 69 schools beginning the quest for provincial honours in
September. All the quarter-finalists — St. Lawerence’s, Loughlinstown, Castlecomer C.S.,
Ballinakill Salesians, Oldcastle P.P., Portmarnock C.S., Synge Street, Bridgetown V.S. and
Firhouse C.C. — were newcomers to the latter stages of the provincial competition.

On a winter’s day — warmed by Blessington Special’s — Castlecomer scored a
dramatic late winner over Synge Street C.B.S.

Wexford C.B.S. — Leinster Colleges Under 14 “B* Championship (1989—90) winners.

Backrow, lefttoright, O. Leacy, G. Finnegan, A. Stafford, J. Murphy, T. Dwyer, C. Byrne,’

P. Leacy, D. Mallon, P. Hayes, D. Furlong, S. Reville, E. Black. Front row, left to right, P.

Murphy, W. Carley, N. Sheil, C. McNicholas, C. Bent (Capt.), D. Rossiter, P. Sheil, D.
Dempsey, D. O’Grady, D. Lacey. ;

St. Kieran’s College, Kilkenny, runners-up in the Colleges Juvenile *“A” Championship.

Frontrow, left toright, N. Bennett, O. Byrne, K. Vaughan (Capt.), K. Hughes, D. Duggan,

M. Phelan, N. Connolly (Trainer). Second row, left toright, B. Ryan, P. Morrissey, P. Ryan,

B. Dalton, J. Lawrence, B. Quinn, M. Leahy. Third row, left to right, P. J. Hickey, P. Rice,

D. Dunne, T. Brophy, M. Coonan, S. Daly, M. Slattery. Back row, left to right, O.

O’Connor, P. Lawlor, E. Carey, F. Cantwell, J. Comerford. Absent from photo, P. Dunne
and G. Carew.

| Kilkenny minor hurling team.

Hurling Before
Football

[t may seem strange today, but Meath
was a force in minor hurling manv years
belore they made an impact in football. In
fact Meath’s first under- 18 title (and their
only one to date) was annexed 28 years
before the footballers’ first Leinster win in
1957. This was in the 1929 season, the
second year of the minor championships
when a powerful Royal County fifteen
beat Kilkenny in the final by 9—1 to 6—1
at Tullamore. Two years later Meath were
again in the provincial final, but this time
Kilkenny reversed the verdict.

Itisof interest to note that Meath’s nine
goals in the 1929 final was the highest
number of goals ever recorded against a

Scor Ard In Aisce —
A Record In Vain

The year 1970 is remembered with
mixed feelings by Meath players and sup-
porters of that time — a year when they
recorded (and witnessed) one of the
county’s greatest displays in coming from
eleven points down to beat Offaly in an
epic Leinster final, and then the” disap-
pointment of losing the All-Treland to
Kerry despite running up a sizable tally
against the vaunted ‘Kingdom’ rearguard.
In fact, the 18 white flags raised by Meath
in that final against Kerry constituted a
record number of scoresbyalosing teamin
an All-Ireland final. Alas, for Meath it was
a record in vain.




Apart from the three occasions on which
they have met in the final, the paths of
Meath and Kildare minors have crossed at
all stages of the championship — First
Round, Quarter-final and Semi-final.
Their first meeting was in 1929 when they
were opponents in the quarter-final at
Drogheda. That game was won by Meath,
but it was another 20 years before they
would again contest a championship
game. Kildare reversed the 1929 verdict,
but since then the balance has swung very
definitely in the Royal County’s favour.

In all these rivals have met fifteen times
with the record reading eleven-four in
Meath’s favour. The scorelines of the 15
meetings were:
1929—Quarter-final: Meath 0—11, Kil-

dare 0—1.
1949 —First Round: Kildare 3—10,
Meath 1—7.
1954—Soemi-ﬁnal: Meath 10—7, Kildare
—2.

Past Meetings

1955 —Quarter-final: Meath 2—6, Kil-
dare 0—8.

1962—Quarter-final: Meath 1—38, Kil-
dare 1 —4.

1964 —Quarter-final: Kildare 5—9,
Meath 0—2.

1969 —First Round: Meath 1—10, Kil-
dare 1—8.

1970—Semi-final: Meath 0—12, Kildare
1—6.

1975 —Final: Kildare 2—9, Meath 3—35.

1978—Quarter-final: Meath 1—11, Kil-
dare 0—7.

1979—Quarter-final: Meath 2—10, Kil-
dare 1—7.

1980—Final: Meath1—12,Kildare 1 —9.

1983 —Final:Kildare | —11,Meath 1 —6.

1985 —Quarter-final: Meath 1—9, Kil-
dare 1—7.

1988—S8Semi-final: Meath 0—8, Kildare

Kildare Minor Captain Glen Ryan.
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Meath Minor Captain Enda McManus.
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Meath’s huge semi-final win over Laois
recallsfeatsin the past when the margin of
victory in Leinster championship games
ran well into double figures. Both today’s
finalists have experienced the satisfaction
of facile wins and the despair of heavy
reverses.

Suchhasbeen the standing of Meath and
Dublin for many years now that ‘defeat on
the double’ has not been experienced by
any member of the present teams, but a
glance through the records shows that
overwhelming victory and shattering
defeat came to all counties in due time,

Hereunder are listed the games won
—andlost —bybigmargins(15 pointsand
over)by Dublin and Meath teams since the
beginning of the championship more than
one hundred years ago.

Dublin — Wins:

1890 — First Round at Clonturk Park:
Dublin6—11,Westmeath0—2
... 27 points.

1891 — Semi-final at Clonturk Park:
Dublin4—11, Wicklow0—0 ...
23 points,

1899 — First Round, Kilkenny: Dublin
7—17,Laois 0—3...35 points,

1902 — First Round, Jones’ Road: Dub-
lin 1—16. Wicklow 1—0 . ..
16 points.
All-Ireland Semi-final, Drogh-
eda: Dublin 4—16, Armagh
1—6...19 points,

1921 — First Round, Croke Park: Dub-
lin 3—6, Meath 0—0 . . . 5
points.

1942 — Second Round, Croke Park:
Dublin 2—15, Longford 1—3
... 15 points.

1855 — Final, Croke Park: Dublin
5—12,Meath0—7...20 points.

1960 — Second Round,Mullingar: Dub-
lin 10—13, Longford 3—8 . ..
26 points.

1961 — Semi-final, Navan: Dublin
4—14.Meath 1 —7... 16 points.

1973 — First Round, Wexford: Dublin
3—11, Wexford 0—5 ... 15
points.

1976 — Quarter-final, Mullingar: Dub-
lin5—16,Longford0—7...24

points.
1978 — Quarter-final, Carlow: Dublin
6—15, Carlow 2—9 . . . 18

points.
1979 — Quarter-final, Navan: Dublin
4—16, Louth 0—4 . .. 24 points..
1984 — First Round, Croke Park: Dub-
lin4—12, Wexford 0-—9 ... 15

points.
1985 — Quarter-final, Wexford: Dublin
4—13, Wexford 0—7 ... 18

points.

1987 — Semi-final, Newbridge: Dublin
2—18, Wicklow 0—6 ... I8
points.

1988 — Semi-final, Mullingar: Dublin
4—15, Longford 0—9 . ., 18
points,

- .. and Defeats

1903 — First Round, Geashill: Kildare
3—11, Dublin 0=3 ... 17
points.

1978 — All-Treland Final: Kerry 5—11,
Dublin 0—9 ... 18 points.

Meath Wins:

1950 — Second Round, Croke Park:
Meath 6—8, Wicklow 0—3 ...
23 points.

1951 — Final, Croke Park: Meath 4—9,
Laois 0—3 ... 18 points.

1966 — FirstRound,Croke Park: Meath
4—15, Wexford 0—3 . . . 24
points.

1979 — First Round, Navan: Meath
6—19, Kilkenny 0—3 .. 34
points.

1980 — Quarter-final, Tullamore:
Meath4—12, Westmeath [ —5
... 16 points.

HEAVY DEFEATS

1990 — Semi-final, Croke Park: Meath
4—14,Laois0—6...20 points.

and Defeats:

1900 — First Round, Drogheda: Louth
6—19,Meath0—5...32 points.

1916 — Semi-final, Croke Park: Wex-
ford 6—5, Meath 1—2 ... 18
points.

1921 — First Round, Croke Park: Dub-
lin 3—6, Meath 0—0 . . . I5
points.

1925 — First Round, Croke Park: Wex-
ford 4—9, Meath 0—3 .. . I8
points.

1955 — Final, Croke Park: Dublin
5—12,Meath0—7...20 points.

1961 — Semi-final, Navan: Dublin
4—14,Meath 1 —7... 16 points.

I'esting the texture of the jersey”. Mick Galvin (Dublin) extreme right, watches at

teammate Joe McNally (15) is “well held” by an unidentified Wicklow hand.
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LMFM - THE WINNING TEAM
IN THE NORTH EAST

No. 1 for SPORT

95.8

T _.IVEL  No.1for NEWS
F'IVL  No. 1 for MUSIC

Ireland’s No. 1 Regional Station
Studios in Navan (046) 28888.
Drogheda (041) 32000; Dundalk (042) 32000

Best of Luck to Meath
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Those of us who were fortunate enough
to be around from the mid-Fifties to the
mid-Sixties when John Timmons wasin his
prime will happily recall many of his great
displays at club and inter-county level. He
was born in Crumlin, Dublin, and in his
carly years he and his brother, Joe when
living in Wicklow came to prominence
with the Annacurra Club, Wicklow, at
Junior and Intermediate level. When
Wicklow won the O’Byrne Cup for the first
time in 1955 John played at full forward
winning his first Inter-County medal.
Wicklow’s second success in the same
competition came in 1957 and again John
figured on the team. Around this time both
lohn and Joe had taken up residence in
Dublinand while playing for the City team
Sedn McDermotts, they came under the
notice of the Dublin selectors in 1958.
I'hey both won Leinster and All-Treland
medals with Dublinthatyear, John at mid-
licld. John repeated this performance in
1963 together with a Grounds Tourna-
ment medal, again at midfield.

In 1962 and 1964 he won Railway Cup
medals with Leinster and he also played on
the winning Ireland team against the
Combined Universitiesin1962. Knownas
‘BigJohn” he was of hughe physique with
an amazing burst of speed for such a
lieavy man —he wasastrong playerand a
brilliant free taker who could find the
posts from any angle.

This latter trait was borne out one
dayinamatchDublinplayed against Laois
i the Leinster Championship in Dr.
Cullen Park, Carlow. It was a needle
match forJohnbecause,onthe Laoisteam
was Noel Delaney, whose sister, John was
(o marry sometime after. During the game
and at a time when scores were hard to
vomeby Dublin were awarded a free some
wixty yards or more from the Laois goaland

e

| PLAYER OF THE PAST -

JOrRN TIMIVONS

JOHN TIMMONS.
adjacent to the sideline. In the silence that
preceded John taking the kick a Dublin
‘wag’amongsta fairnumber of his country
cousins yelled out at the top of his voice
“Pointityourself John™. This gaverisetoa
lot of ragging and jeering from the crowd
but John, in his own characteristic way,
walked up to the ball and he may not have
kicked it but he thudded it over the bar for
an amazing point. He turned to the crowd
as if endeavouring to identify the person
who shouted the advice to him. He hadn’t
his fingers crossed preparatory to giving
the “V" sign or his fist clenched to give the
dummy sign as the playersdo to-daybuthe
had a big grin on his face which spoke
volumes

With Dublin and Meath threatening to
monopolise the final day scene at Croke
Park,itisn’teasy torecall the lastoccasion
on which these counties failed to survive
the opening joust of the championship. For
Dublin that occasion is almost 20 yearsin
the past —in 1971 when they were beaten,
3—8to0—13byLaoisatCarlow. Thelast
time Meath fell at the first fence was much
more recent, when they were dismissed by
Ii,gél%ford, 0—12to0—11atTullamorein

(DUZLI)
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Dubs Gnothach - Busy Dubs

Nowadays most counties would be
reluctant to play two vital championship
matches on successive Sundays, and
indeed, those responsible for arranging
important ties would go to any lengths to
avoid placing any county in such a
Dosition. '

Footballers of an earlier age, however,
would scorn this attitude — at least the
great Dublin team of the 1890’s would, to
go on their record. In the 1891 champion-
ship they played and won, the semi-final
and All-Ireland final on the one afternoon,
and when the following year’s champion-
ship came around they gave another dem-
onstration of their durability by taking part

in three important ties (it could well have
been four) in the space of 15 days. This
remarkable feat was performed in March
1893. On the 12th, at Clonturk Park they
beat Kildare in the Leinster semi-final,
with the finallisted for the same afternoon;
ready and willing to play a second hour,
Dublin were given a walk over by Louth.

‘The following Sunday Dublin were in Ath-
lone where they overwhelmed Roscom-’

mon in the All-Ireland semi-final, and on
the 26th they took on Kerry in the final at
Clonturk where they won theirsecond title
by 1—4 to 0—3.

Ttisdoubtfulifany teamcould boastofa
comparable feat.

In full flight! Meath’s Liam Hayes.
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G.AA. DEVELOPMENT IN TALLAGHT

In 1986 the Underage Committee established by Comhairle Laighean, in a wide
ranging report, “Ogdnaigh into the 1990’s with G.A.A. Youth”, highlighted the opportun-
ities for G.A.A. development in new urban areas.

Dublin County Board, took up the challenge. A carefully prepared proposal involving
tri-partite support of Central Council, Leinster Council and the Dublin County Board was
approved in 1987.

The Dublin County Board enlisted the help of representatives from existing G.A.A.
Clubsin Tallaght,ofteachers, primary and secondary, from schoolsinthe areain aninterim
working group which undertook essential preparatory ground work. By early 1988 informa-
tionhad been compiled on which decisions could be taken on the formation of parish based,
school linked, new underage units. The plan focussed on the school going population,
particularly on the 17,000 primary school children.

The Dublin County Board set up the Tallaght League, representatives of nine newly
identified units with catchment areas ranging from 5,000 to 8,000 population. Three were
linked to the “home” parishes of existing clubs. A major support factor in these formative
years has been the sponsorship by Allied Irish Banks of a fuli-time Development Officer
whose work began in April 1988.

Now preparing for its third year of activity all nine units participate at under 10, under

11 and under 12 levels. Some units field under 13 and 14 teams. The five year target is for |
games for each age group from under 10 to under 16. Currently about 650 boys play, on |

average,about 30 gameseach between September and Junr. Hurling is growing in popularit
in an area where, among existing clubs, football was predominant.

Off season activities include games trips to other counties, “within club” leagues and
coaching. Our thanks to parents, other adultclub members, teachers agusna h-éganaigi féin
a mbionn na cluichi a imirt acu. A special thanks to Allied Irish Banks for its help.

Much remains to be done if we consider a primary school population of 8,500 boys. {

However, méd’s fior gur “tosach maith leath na h-oibre” the outlook must be encouraging

PAUL GRIMES & ASSOCIATES

M.LA.V... AUCTIONEERS - VALUERS

Buying or Selling in North County Dublin or East Meath?
WHY NOT CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS'?%

PAUL GRIMES & ASSOCIATES LIMITED, M.ILA.V.I.
ASHBOURNE. TEL.: 350392, SKERRIES 490129
Agents for Educational Building Society

DO-CHLOITE —
IMPREGNABLE

The word “impregnable” is often used
by sportswriters to describe an outstanding
defensive setup... and more often than not
the scribes tend to exaggerate. But the
writers who so described the Dublin rear-
guard which helped to win the 1922 All-
[reland were asclose to the exact truth as it
ispossibleto getin sport,asinafive-match
campaign they conceeded an aggregate
score of only 0—10.

The details of this astonishing perfor-
mance are: beat Louth by 1—7 to 0--2;
beat Kildare by 2-—5 to 0—2; beat Kil-
kennyby 1—7to0—2;beatMonaghanby
2—5 to 0—0 and Galway in the final by
0—6 to 0—4.

It was said at the time that the only time
Johnny McDonnell in the Dublin goal
handled the ball during the year was when
he placed it for the odd kick out!

i1

Meat sub. Tommy Dowd tries for a point

under the watchful eye of “the master”

Brian Stafford — a shot from the semi-
final v. Laois.

Aleaths Leading Stockist
of Sports Jootwear

All Championg
Rike - Adidas - Puma - Hi-Wet

PBlackthorn - Ricks

at Com DBunne
16/17 Trimgate St., HNavan




,lefttoright, Billy Kelly, Pat Baker, HughKenny, Seamus .
, left to right, Dermot O'Brien, Robert McHugh, John Walshe,

e %

Michael Turley (Laois) centre, is “closed down™ by the Meath defence in this semi-final
action. Meath players pictured are Mick Lyons (3), Liam Harnan, Robbie O’Malley and
Kevin Foley on ground.

Turf Accountant
Ante Post Bets Welcomed
All T.V. Sports Events Covered
28 WATERGATE ST., NAVAN
CO. MEATH Tel.: (046) 23228
JOHN ST., KELLS Tel.: (046) 41355

Wishing the Meath Team confinued success in '90
THE ‘CHAIR’, SCARL%T STREET, DROGHEDA; MOSNEY HOLIDAY CAMP

Conan Daye, Terry Allen, Mick Murtagh, Philip McGillicuddy.

The Wicklow team, beaten2-14to0-12, by Dublininthe semi-final. Backrow
Morris, Pat O'Byrne, Fergus Daly, Ashley O'Sullivan, Philip Healy. Front row




“My ball”. Mick Deegan (Dublin) beats Kevin O’Brien (Wicklow) to the ball in the
semi-final.

DIXON BUTCHERS

& Enfield, Co. Meath. = (0405) 41092
Emmett St., Trim. &= (046) 36478

Prize Winning Sausages and Puddings, Finest Quality Meats.

Best Wishes to Meath ;
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[IN TWO)
PROVINCES

Over the past four years former Kildare
player, Larry Tompkins has been making
history in the Cork jersey, repeatedly
returning some marvellous feats of
marksmanship from frees and play. Ten
years ago he was performing similar feats
for Kildare in the Leinster minor football
championship, and though his efforts were
not crowned with either a Leinster or All-
Ireland medal, he was easily the outstand-
ing score-getter of the 1980 campaign,
emerging not alone as the top scorer in the
provincial final against Meath, but the best
overall marksman of the competition with
a total of 0—28 — eleven points ahead of
his nearest rival — from four games.

Ashehassincebeentapscorerfor Cork

in acvera! Munster flnals Larry Tompkins
enjoys the distinction of being the only
player ever to be the best marksman in
provincial finals in two provinces.

JAMES REILLY

VICTUALLER. MAIN STREET, ASHBOURNE, CO. MEATH
%= (01) 351439

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Bacon - S~ cooes - Fresh Dazly

DEEP FREEZE SPECIALISTS

Wishing continued success to Meath in 1990
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AMISITHEOIRI CRUINNE
— MARKSMEN OF THE DECADE

In terms of championship success the
1980’s were dominated by three counties
— Offalyintheearly yearsand Dublin and
Meath subsequently. The three counties
had their outstanding marksmen when vic-
tory was being fashioned at every stage of
the championship — Matt Connor, Barney
Rock and Brian Stafford repeatedly mak-
ing the headlines; but almost every county
inthe province had atleast one outstanding
score-getter, no matter what fortune held
in store for that county — men like Larry
Tompkins (Kildare), Martin Hendrick
(Wexford), Jim McDonnell (Louth), Pat
Baker (Wicklow), John McCormack
(Longford), and John Ramsbottom
(Laois).

Although his career ended tragically
before the half-way stage of the decade
was reached, the Offaly man’s 2—8 in the
1980 semi-final with Kildare remained
the best individual scoring feat of the
period. Barney Rock’s | —9 against Long-
ford at Tullamore in the 1982 quarter-
final, ties with Tom Prendergast’s 3—3
against Kildare (also in the "82 quarter-
final and also at Tullamore) for second
place.

Notable absentees from the list of top
scorersinthe Eightiesare Colm O’Rourke
and Finian Murtagh, though both of them
came within a point of making the chart.

In all 14 players qualify for inclusion
(scoring nine points or more) with Matt
Connor accounting for an astonishing
eightentries. Barney Rock gains five spots,
the nearest player of any to the great

-Offalyman.

The complete list reads:

Matt Connor (Offaly) 2—8 v. Kildare at
Croke Park (1980 semi-final).

Tom Prendergast (L.aois) 3—3 v. Kil-
dare at Tullamore (1981 quarter-final).

Barney Rock (Dublin) 1 —9 v. Longford
at Tullamore (1981 quarter-final).

Matt Connor (Offaly) | —8 v.Kildare at
Navan (1983 semi-final).

Barney Rock (Dublin) 0—11 v. West-
meathat Croke Park (1987 quarter-final).
Matt Connor (Offaly) 2—5 v. Longford
atCroke Park (1984 quarter-finalreplay).

John McCormack (Longford) 1 —§ v.
Wicklow at Longford (1988 quarter-
final).

Matt Connor (Offaly) | —7 v. Dublina
Croke park (1980 final). .

Kevin Dawe (Louth) 2—4 v. Laois at
Croke Park (1981 first round).

Ger Power(Kildare)2—4 v. Kilkenny at
Nowlan Park (1982 first round).

Matt Connor (Offaly) | —7 v. Dublin at
Croke Park (1983 final).

Jim McDonnell (Louth) 1—7 v. West-
meath at Croke Park (1983 first round).

John McCormack (Longford) 1—7 v.
Carlow at Tullamore (1983 first round).

Barney Rock (Dublin) 2—4 v. Wexford
at Croke Park (1984 quarter-final).

Martin Hendrick (Wexford) 1—7 wv.
Kildare at Wexford (1986 first round).

Brian Stafford (Meath) 0—10v. Kildare
at Tullamore (1989 semi-final).

Brian Stafford (Meath) 1—7 v. Offaly at
Croke Park (1989 semi-final).

Tommy Shaw (Kildare) 1 —6 v. Wick-
low at Croke Park (1980 quarter-final).

Matt Connor (Offaly) 0—9 v. West-
meath at Mullingar (1981 second round).

Larry Tompkins (Kildare) 2—3 v,
Longford at Tullamore (1983 quarter-
final).

Matt Connor (Offaly) 0—9 v. Laois at
Tullamore (1982 semi-final),

Barney Rock (Dublin) 2—3 v. Meath at
Croke Park (1983 quarter-final).

John Ramsbottom (Laois) 0—9 v. Car-
low at Carlow (1984 first round).

Matt Connor (Offaly) 0—9 v, Longford
at Longford (1984 quarter-final).

Kevin O’Brien (Wicklow) 2—3 v. Laois
at Aughrim (1986 quarter-final).

Pat Baker (Wicklow) 0—9 v. Longford
at Aughrim (1989 first round).

DUAL
CONFRONTATION

Dublin’s feat in qualifying for both
Leinster finals has been rightly hailed far
and wide. But in a sense this is merely
reverting to what wasonce regarded as the
norm, as in almost every decade since the
founding of the G.A.A. Dublin not alone
contested, but won provincial finalsin both
codes. Dublin wasn’t the only Leinster
county to present a creditable challenge on
two fronts as Wexford, Kilkenny, Laois
and Offaly at various times over the years
featured in both provincial deciders.
Strangely, in view of the number of coun-
ties capable of chalienging forbothtitlesin
times past, on only three occasions were
there dual confrontations in the Leinster
finals. These were in 1899 when Dublin
and Wexford were double finalists and in
1904 and 1922 when Dublin and Kilkenny
were in opposition on both counts. In all
three cases the honours were divided —
Dublin winning the football and losing in
hurling.

eath.

Scorer in chief — Brian Sffod,

PENALTY POINTS

The above caption does not refer to
points scored from penalties, but rather to
the experience of some famous Kildare
and Meath names with ‘spot-kicks’ in
Leinster minor football finals.

In the 1975 clash of these counties,
Colm O’Rourke netted two kicks against
Eamonn Costello, a feat that earned him
thedistinctionofbeing the only playerever
to convert two penalties in a Leinster
under- 18 final. In the 1980 final referee,
Cormac Lally awarded three penalties —
two of them to Meath, which were wided
by midfielders, Tom Matthews and Liam
Hayes. The Kildare ‘spot-kick” was taken,
surprisingly, not by Larry Tompkins, the
side’s regular place kicker, but by the cap-
tain, Shay Fahy who drove unerringly to
the net for his team’s only goal of the hour.

Despite the misses, Meathstill managed
to emerge winners. Penalty “shoot-outs”
are’nt always decisive.
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PRESSURE

Toplay intwonational finals onsucces-
sive Sundays sounds like a tall order, but
the Meath team of 40 yearsago could take
such an assignment in their stride as they
demonstrated in 1951, when having con-
tested the All-Ireland final with Mayo on
September 23rd at Croke Park they were
atthe Polo Grounds, New York the follow-
mg Sunddy where they overcame the
‘locals’by a goal margin to winthe 1950—
51 National League title. Unfortunately
for Meath that was notthe ‘secondleg’ ofa
double as they had lost the All-Ireland to
Mayo — a contributary factor undoubt- ’ e ;
edly being the vaccination they had to  Concentration! Eamonn Heery (Dublin
undergo for the American trip. goes on a semi-final solo run.

Open: Monday to Saturday, 11 a.m. to 1 a.m.; Sunday, 5 p.m. to 12.30 a.m.
Menu: Soups, Grills, Fries, Curries, Fried Chicken, Barbecue Chicken, Fish. Steak, Chops,
Pies, Burgers, Omelettes, Salads, Snacks, etc.

Hot Beverages, Soft Drinks, Desserts, Wine
Also Children’s Menu
Italian Menu: Lasagne, Ravioll, Cannelloni, Spaghetti Bolognese
All Home Made
All above available for take-away
Plus: Junior Box, Snack Box, Dinner Box, Super Box and Family Box
all with Fried Chicken and Chips
Wishing continued success to Meath G.A.A. in 1990
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GO LEOR
FADHBANNA AG
NA SCOILEANNA

Le Seémus O Faolam

Tugadh tuglar ngs im thuamm tabharfar moladh faoi leith ag ceannairi, né mar
\carfadh “An Seanchat” as Cili Dara, “Boic Mhéra” Chumann Laithchleas Gael de bharr
s agus forbairt 4r gcumann 6 1888 1 leith, Aithnim ldithreach go raibh go leor cintéiri
iiteaﬁa-cha;acu achmarach na muinteoirf, na Bréithre Criostaiagus nahOird Bheannaithe
cile, an mbeimis chomh l4idir inniu? Seans mhaith nach mbeadh.
Té an-eagras ar na Bunscoilcanna faoi lathair; coiste gniomhach agus go leor cluichi 4
imirt ar fud na tire acu. [s fas suntasach € seo, ta an bhunchloch slan; caithfimid aire a
habhairt di.
Cad '_nd meamcoﬂeanna agus na ceardscoileanna? Is féidir liom caint réastinta
uddrasach faoi na Meanscoﬂeannd B’fhéidir go bhfuil na deachrachtaf céanna ag na
cardscoileanna. Le teachtna mbusanna agus na miinteoiri P.E. — admhaim go bhfuil obair
an mhaith ar sitil ag na Muinteoiri P.E. do spért fré chéile — ach taimid ag caint faoi pheil,
iomaint, camogie. agus liathroid ldimhe go priomhdha.
le’]a]@m_’]__Sﬁ_} réasiinta minie nach bhfuil an oiread sin suime ag na madinteoiri P.E. in 4r
pcluichiagusldithreach sereadaim 6s ard nach bhfuil, maraté cirsaf, dualgas orthu tus dite a
w ‘:1bh_atrtdé"rlg.cluié:hf.-Fé'gaim sintromualachtraendil féirne armhiinteoiri atd gafa cheana
inagranganna‘“damanta” - agbusanna etc. Arisadmhaim go bhfuil cuid den obair seo ar
Wil ag muinteoiri P.E. Bionn ar na muinteoirf eile dul ag treanail am 16in, ag deiridh
cachtaineagus ag amanta mishoisialtaeile. Agus imritearthart f& 3,000 cluichi gach bliain.,

\

Tagann ansin, 14 na geluichi agus caithfear a rd go bhfuil lion an-mhdr cluichf ann,
aithfidh na muinteoiri bochta na hardmhdistri a phlamasy, caithfidh siad a gcomhmhum-
irf a phldmdsd lena ranganna a thégaint, busanna a eagrd, réiteoir a fhail agus pdirc
meartha leath sif idir na foirne a fhéil. Foighne! Cinnte is laochra C.L..G. iad na muinteoiri?
Bhi golear deachrachtai ag na coldisti anuraidh maidir le pairceanna a fhail agus murach
1 comhoibriti an comhaibrit a fuair siad 6 na clubanna thios — agus admhaim nach bhfuil
liostaldn — n’theadar an n-imreofaina cluichf go léir: Swords, Lusk, Stamullen, Carlow
.B.S., Portlavise, Kmnegdd St. Loman’s Mullingar, Cullion, Bunbrosna, Johnstown,
rim, Naas, Cappagh, Castletown-Geoghegan, Kilcock, Athy, Summerhill, Mountmel-
ck, Tlmahoe, chksbom, Carlow Hurling Club, Graigcullen, Grange, Rush, Blessinton,
erries agus is cinnte go bhfuil diteann fagtha ar lar again. Maith dom!

Nior luaigh mé na Colaisti Triu L éibhéal nd na hOllscoileanna? Ta 6,039 fear ag
[rcastalar U.C.D. Asanuimbhirsint4 210 agimirtpeileagusiomana, 8 bhfoirne acu,anleor
suin? Dusshidn? Ni féidir a sheanadh go mba cheart go mbeidh ceannairi nua do C.L.G. ag
cht as U. C.D. Dushlan eile do Chomhairle Laighean.




1960: Offaly 0—10, Louth 1—6.

Years of unrewarded endeavour, often in bit-
terly frustrating circumstances, were at last
crowned with success when, at Croke Park, on
July 3156, 1960, Offaly’s footballers brought the
first ever Senior provincial title to the county
when they defeated Louth by a single point
(0—10to | —6)beforeanattendance of 35,264,

The game got under way in drenching rain
and Louth were first to score — a point from a
Kevin Behan free in the second minute. Twelve
minutes passed before there was another score
and,again,itwentto Behan froma SO yardsfree.
The first point from play came in the 18th
minute when Tony O'Rourke finished a good
Louth move to make it 0—3 to nil.

Offaly opened their account in the 20th min-
ute when Sedn Brerton punched a point and
Tommy Greene made it two before Behan and
George Carrollreplied for Louth. Har Donnelly
then pointed an Offaly free but in the dying
seconds of the half John Egan picked up a
ground shot by Jackie Reynolds and Behan
crashed home the resultant penalty to lecave
Louth leading [ —4 to 0—3 at half-time.

Two points off frees by Har Donnelly, a
punched point from Mick Casey, and an over-
head point by Donie O’Hanlon brought Offaly
level inside five minutes of the second half. By
the 40th minute they had forged ahead when
Har Donnelly pointed a free.

Louth hit back to regain the lead with points
from Jim McDonnell and Jackie Reynolds and it
seemed as if the Offaly effort had spent itself.
But, as if stung into action, they put in a strong
finish and after Donnelly levelled from a free it
was team Captain O’Hanlon who scored what
provedtobea winning point. A desperate Louth
attack wasbeaten offand, inthe closing minutes
Offaly werein control but unable to consolidate
their one point margin.

Offaly: Willie Nolan, Paddy McCormack,
Greg Hughes, John Egan, Phil O'Reilly, Mick
Brady, Sean Ryan, Sean Foran, Charlie Wrenn,
Donie O’Hanlon, Sedn Brerton, Tommy
Greene, Mick Casey, Pat Carey, Har Donnelly.

Louth: Sedn Flood, Olly O'Reilly, George
Carroll, Jim Meehan, Patsy Coleman, Jim
McArdle, Stephen White, John McArdle, Frank
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rINALS BY

O’Rourke, Paddy 'Geraghry‘ Jackie Reynolds,
Jim McDonnell. Sub.: Jim ~ Duffy.
Referee: Brian Smyth, Meath.

1970: Meath 2—22, Offaly 5—12.

The Leinster Senior Football Championship
final of twenty years ago saw Meath capture
their 12th title before a crowd of 32,085, at
Croke Park, on July 19th, 1970. This was the
first 80 minute provincial decider and it was a
truly fantastic game that had the large crowd
limp with excitement right up to the final
whistle.

Meath, who wore Longford jerseys, opened in
sparkling fashion and by the 13th minute they
had scored five points without reply. After 15
minutes they led 0—6 to 0—1 and, at that stage
Offaly’s Leinster crown seemed bound for
Boyneside.

Then came a brilliant Johnny Cooney goal for
Offaly and the men in the tricoloured jerseys
simple “went mad”. Willie Bryan and Kevin
Claffey took control in the middle of the park
and the attack played ducks and drakes with a
sluggish Meath defence.

Inthe space of 25 minutesthey scored 4—7 to
0—9 — the game seemed as good as over.

When the teams reaﬁpeared Meath showed
several changes but when Offaly went eleven
pointsclear with a Paddy Fenning point Meath’s
case looked hopeless. But, their forwards con-
tinued to pick off points and in the 55th minute
the score read 4—11 to 0—16 in Offaly’s
favour.

Next came an amazing burst of scoring that
rocked the title bearers and put the blue jerseyed
Meathmen right back into contention. The
Meath resurgence began with a Mickey Fay
goal and inside 30 seconds Fay struck with
another goal and the teams were level when
Mick Mellett swung over a point. Kieran Claf-
fey regained the lead for Oft};ly but Tony Bren-
nan equalised and then Meath went three points
in front with scores from Tony Brennan, Matt
Kerrigan and Ken Rennicks and only seven
minutes remained on the clock.

With five minutes to go Offaly stunned the
Meath support with a Willie Bryan goal and it

Lynch, John Woods, Kevin Behan, Tony  was all square again. Both sides fought desper- ’
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ately to getin front and just when it looked like
cnding in stalemate Tony Brennan took a pass
Irom Matt Kerrigan and sent over the winner
with a minute left to play.

Meath: Sein McCormack, Bertie Cun-
ningham,Jack Quinn(Capt.), Peter Black, Mick
White, Terry Kearns, Pat Reynolds, Vincent
IFoley, Vincent Lynch, Tony Brennan, Matt
[{errigan, Mick Mellett, Ken Rennicks, Joe
Murphy, Olly Shanley. Subs.; Mickey Fay and
Peter Moore.

Offaly: Martin Furlong, Eugene Mulligan
(Capt), John Smith, John Egan, Nicholas
Clavin, Larry Coughlan, Paddy Monaghan,
[lieran Claffey, Willie Bryan, Paddy Fenning,
lohnny Cooney, Tony McTeague, Pat Keenan,
Matt Connor, Jody Gunning. Subs.: Jimmy
()'Hanlon, Sedn Kilroy and Willie Molloy.

Referee: Brendan Hayden, Carlow.

1980  Offaly 1—10, Dublin 1—8.

A fortnight after their hurlers had written
Ihemselves into the history books, Offaly foot-
hallers completed a notable double when they
(ook the football title witha I —10 to | —8 win
over Dublin, at Croke Park, onJuly 27th, 1980,
A crowd of 60,000 saw the game.

It was Stephen Rooney who opened the scor-
ng with a Dublin pointand, after five minutesof
play, they got a tremendous boost from a Bobby
Doyle goal. Even though they continued to dom-
inate Dublin justdidn’t get the scores and Offaly
opened their account when Matt Connor
pointed a free.

Dublin had numerous wides before David
Hickey gave them their second pointinthe 22nd
minute. Martin Furleng, the Offaly goalkeeper,
was in fine form as he denied the Dublin attack
lime and time again before Johnny Mooney fed
Matt Connor for Offaly’s second point. Again
Dublin hit back with points from Barney Rock
(2) and Bobby Doyle to leave the half-time
score, Dublin 1—35, Offaly 0—2.

Offaly made positional changes for the
seeond-half and within seconds of the restart
they had two points from Matt Connor frees.
llarney Rock had a Dublin point and with 30
minutes left Offaly were five points down. It
stayed that way for a further five minutes until

Matt Connor tore through the Dublin defence David Beggy (Meath). ‘

for a great goal. A point from the same player
hrought Offaly within a point of Dublin in the
41st minute. Mick Wright. from a free brought
the sides level and the game was up lor grabs

Within a short time Offaly went ahcad when
Aidan O'Halloran pointed but. with twelve
minutes to go, Tommy Drumm brought the
sideslevel again. Offaly had points from O'Hal-
loran and Gerry Carroll. John Caffrey and Matt
Connor exchanged points to give Offaly a nar-
row but thoroughly deserved victory over the
reigning champions who were seeking their
seventh successive title.

Offaly: Martin Furlong, Eugene Mulligan,
Richie Connor (Capt.), Olly Minnock, Pat Fitz-
gerald, Mick Wright, Liam Currams, Tomds
Connor, Gerry Carroll, Aidan O'Halloran,
Kevin Kilmurray, Pat Fenning, Matt Connor,
Sedn Lowry, Johnny Mooney. Sub.: Christy
Conroy.

Dublin: John O’Leary, Mick Kennedy, Mick
Holden, Robbie Kelleher, Tommy Drumm,
Fran Ryder, P. J. Buckley, Bernard Brogan,
Stephen Rooney, Anton O’'Toole (Capt.), Jim
Roynane, David Hickey, Bobby Doyle, John
Caffrey, Kieran Duff. Subs.: Barney Rock and
Pat O’Neill,

Referee: Paddy Kavanagh (Meath).




Whateverthe outcome oftoday’s final it
is most unlikely that either set of forwards
will experience the frustration that their
predecessors knew almost 80 years ago.
When Dublin and Meath met in the 1911
semi-final at Jones” Road both teams had
forwards as good as any that were around
at the time, and wind-aided Meath turned
over with a lead of 2—2 to 0—1. When
Dublin’s turn came to have use of the
elements, however, a blight decended on
their attack and they could manage to add
only one point to their hall-time score.
Meath could do no better; in fact, they did
the same — scoring one pointin the period.
But the Royal County’s first-half efforts
were sufficient to carry the day as they
progressed to the final onthe score of 2—3
to 0—2, the losers’ tally being the smallest
ever recorded by a Dublin attack against el e

this particular opposition in this century. Meath Dangerman — P. J. Gillic.

P T
MEATH G.A.A.
SUPPORTERS CLUB

Have You Joined Yet?

SUPPORT
THE
MEATH TEAMS

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT;
JACK KEENAN 046 - 21465 or BRENDAN CUMMINS 046 - 54216
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NOBODY OFFERS YOU A
BETTER COACH SERVICE

Return fares from Dublin

- _ ROSSLARE £6.00
- BALLINA £8.00
D_Ub,m : SLIGO £8.00
WATERFORD £9.00
GALWAY £10.00
LETTERKENNY £10.00
LIMERICK £11.00
ENNIS £11.00
DONEGAL £12.00
CORK £13.00 |
TRALEE £15.00 BUS

Travel mid-week at bargain =
return fares. Ask for details. [
Something for Everyone /

Take a Day Tour From as Little as £6

Take the family out for a great day on o5 ,.w-.;

ore of our day tours. We have half day M ez

and day tours from over 60 towns [ £

arcund the country. From as little as £6 [ gﬂ-'L'

per person. Ask for our DAY TAURS B8 S O 2
brochure. A

Mini Breaks from £27

Our BREAKAWAY: brochure shows you
how to get away from it all. A choice
of 24 locations. Terrific value at £25
per night sharing. Includes overnight
accommodation, full Irish breakfast and
return coach fare to your choice of
destination,

Travel in Stvle. You'll enjoy the comfort and luxury of our
award winning coaches. They're superb.

For travel information ring:

Central Bus Station (Busaras), Store Street, Dublin 1. (01) 366111,
Pamelf Place Bus Station, Cork. {091) 503399,

Colbert Station, Limerick. (061) 313333

x\ J 7:’7
i s i BUS 'EIREANN
Plunkett Station, Waterford. (051) 73401,

Or your local Bus Eireann Office, Tourist Office or Travel Agent We ’r e On th e m OVe

Prln!ed By The Westmeath Examiner Lid.. Mullingar & (044) 48426




