2016

Team Manager: Rory Gallagher

—_

Dr. McKenna Cup

SECTION A: Antrim; Derry; Tyrone; Queen’s University.
SECTION B: Donegal; Fermanagh; Down; St Mary’s College.

SECTION C: Cavan; Armagh; Monaghan; University of Ulster, Jordanstown

3 Jan Ballybofey Donegal 1-11 Down 0-11
10 Jan Letterkenny Donegal 0-8  St. Mary’s 2-6
15 Jan Brewster Park Fermanagh 0-12 Donegal 0-8
23 Jan Final Athletics Ground Tyrone 1-22 Derry 1-17
Senior Football Championship

PreliminaryRround

15 May Brewester Park Fermanagh  1-12 Antrim 0-9
Quarter Finals

22 May Celtic Park Derry 0-12 Tyrone 3-14
29 May Kingspan Breffni Park, Cavan 2-16 Armagh 0-14
5 June St Tiernach’s Park, Monaghan  2-22 Down 0-9
12 June McCumbhaill Park Donegal 2-12 Fermanagh 1-11
Semi-finals

19 June Clones Tyrone 0-16 Cavan 3-7
3 July Clones Tyrone 5-18 Cavan 2-17
25 June Kingsspan Brefini Park Monaghan  0-14 Donegal, 1-11
2 July Kingsspan Breffni Park Donegal, 0-17 Monaghan  2-10
Ulster Final

17 July Clones Donegal 0-11 Tyrone 0-13
30 July Croke Park Donegal 0-21 Cork -

6 August Croke Park Dublin 1-15 Donegal -
All Ireland Semi-finals

21 August Croke Park Mayo 2-13  Tipperary -14
28 August Croke Park Dublin 0-22 Kerry 2-14
All Ireland Final

18 September Croke Park Dublin -9  Mayo -15
1 October Croke Park  Replay Dublin 1-15 Mayo 1-14
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2016 - ALLIANZ Football Leaque Division 1

Dublin 7 7 0 0 RCold g3 R 14%
Roscommon 7 4 -0 o 998 897 04 3%
Kerry 7 5 0 2 5090 577 3D 8%
Donegal 7 3 0 4 8-84 6-78 12 6*
Mayo 7 3 0 4 Ss A 6
Monaghan 7 3 0 4 685 Toh T 6
Cork 7 3 0 4 980 0 (5EET 6+
Down 7 0 0 7 260 6-108 60 0+

*Semi-finalist
+Relegated

30.01.2016 Down 0-7 Donegal 3-15 Dublin 2-14 Kerry 0-14

31.01.2016  Cork 1-18 Mayo 0-12 Roscommon 1-9 Monaghan 2-10

06.02.2016  Mayo 0-7 Dublin 0-9

07.02.2016  Donegal 2-14 Cork 1-7 Kerry 1-10 Roscommon 0-14 Monaghan 0-13 Down 0-11

27.02.2016  Dublin 1-14 Monaghan 0-16

28.02.2016  Donegal 1-14 Mayo 1-12  Cork 3-10 Roscommon 4-25 Down 0-6 Kerry 0-22

05.03.2016  Dublin 2-14 Cork 2-10

06.03.2016 Kerry 1-13 Donegal 1-8 Roscommon 1-12 Down 0-6 Monaghan 1-12 Mayo 2-11

12.03.2016  Down 1-7 Dublin 1-15

13.03.2016  Donegal 0-17 Roscommon 1-19 Cork 1-20 Monaghan 1-13Mayo 0-14 Kerry 2-13

26.03.2016  Dublin 1-10 Donegal 0-7

27.03.2016  Cork 0-12 Down 0-7 Monaghan 1-9 Kerry 1-17  Roscommon 1-7 Mayo 1-11

03.04.2016 Monaghan 1-10 Donegal 1-09 Kerry 0-20 Cork 1-12 Mayo 1-19 Down 1-16
Roscommon 1-12 Dublin 1-13

09/10.04.2016 Dublin 1-20 Donegal 0-13 Kerry 3-15 Roscommon 0-14

24.04.2016  Division 1 Final: Dublin 2-18 Kerry 0-13
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DONEGAL TO EASY VICTORY

Donegal got the New Year offtoa
good start with a comfortable win
over Down in MacCumhaill Park,
Baliybofey in the first game in the
Dr. McKenna Cup. :

Donegal.............. .M
Down. .............. .01

The game was the 100th game for
Donegal captain, Michael Murphy,
who marked his introduction in the
second half with one of his trade-
mark points, and he was also al-
most in for a goal, but slipped at the
vital moment.

Donegal led by 1-3 to 0-4 at half-
time after a stop-start first half.
Donegal started well with Frank
MeGlynn finding the Down net in-
side 68 seconds.

McGlynn, who was captain for
the day, found himself all alone in
front of the Down goal and took full
advantage of a pgreat pass from
Odhran MacNiallais before chipping
Down ‘keeper Stephen Kane for a
classie score.

‘The score brought back
memories of McGlynn's great goal
against Down in the Ulster final of
2012. His deployment at centre half-
forward is something new this year.
He had the No. 11 jersey in a recent
challenge game against Sligo also
and when asked about that after-
wards, manager Rory Gallagher,
said it was something different that
they wanted to try. _

Gallagher’sexperimentation was
well managed with a good mix of ex-
perience and young players in each
line.

Cathal Doyle had Down’s. first
score on three minutes but Donegal
were dominating and two good
points from one of the six starting
Donegal debutants, Ciaran
Thompson, had Donegal four points
clear. S

They should have been further
ahead as Eoghan Ban Gallagher
blazed wide after a lovely flick from
Leo MeLoone put him clean through
oni1; minutes. :

Thereafter Donegal seemed to
lose their way and by the 23rd
minute Down were back within a
point with three points from Gareth
Johnston, Arthur McConville (free)
and Ryan Mallon. :

There was just one more score
from then to the half-time whistle,
Martin O'Reilly pointing a free on 29
minutes. :

It was an opening half that saw 31
frees, 20 to Down while the teams

also shared 15 wides, Down having
eight to Donegal’s seven.

The second halfwasamuchmore
open affair. Gareth Johnston was al-
most in for a Down goal on 15
seconds, but blazed over and the
corner forward was wide with two
further efforts in the following
minute,

Points from Martin O’Reilly and
Hugh McFadden was the perfect re-
sponse and by the 46th minute,
Ciaran Thompson and Caolan Ward
had opened the gap to 1-7 to 0-6.
Donegal’s Jack O'Brien, saw a thun-
derbolt come back off the crossbar
momentslater with ‘keeper Stephen
Kane well beaten, after some good
approach work. Indeed, from the re-
bound Odhran MacNiallais had a

‘half chance, but saw his effort

blocked.

There was an unusual cameo
with a corner back from both sides,
Ryan Boyle and Paddy McGrath, get-
ting on the scoreboard within a
minute of each other. MeGrath’s ef-
fort was his first ever score for the
county.

Sean Dornan had a point for
Down before the biggest cheer ofthe
day from the 2,500 crowd greeted
Michael Murphy’s introduction on
54 minutes and he had apointonthe
board three minutes after his intro-
duction. It helped Donegal intoa1-10
to 0-8 lead and although Down
pulled the margin back to three, the
final result was never really in

doubL.

Darragh O’Hanion and Barry
O’Hagan had Down points before
Frank McGlynn and Peter Turley ex-
changed the final points in the 65th
and 66th minutes.

There was almost a second point
from Paddy McGrath at the death as
he powered through but his effort
was off target.

Down manager, Eamonn Burns,
will have plenty to be cheerful abqut
despite the result as he started Wi_th
four players making their senior in-
tercounty debut.

The game proved a good one for
the Donegal debutants.
Rodgers was a late call up to }ceep
goal after Mark Anthony McGinley

pulled up in the warm-up. Rodgers

had one dodgy moment when he
camealong way to punch but overall
had a good game.

Jack O’Brien, Caolan Ward,
Ciaran Thompson, Michael Carroll
and Stephen McBrearty have plenty
of reason to be happy with the
outing. Thompson, with three
points from play, was given the man
of the match award, while O'Brien
and Ward showed up really well in
“defence.

There was plenty of energy about
the Donegal performance, espe-
cially in the second half with Paddy
McGrath especially lively.

Donegal now play St. Mary’s on
Sunday next in O'Donnell Park be-
fare their final game in the group
away to Fermanagh on Wednesday,
13th. After this win, they will fancy
their chances of qualifying for the
semi-final as group winners.

AT P

Danny

Donegal: D Rodgers; J O'Brien, E Doherty, P
McGrath (0-1); M O'Reilly (0-2,2f), C Ward (0-1), E
Ban Gallagher; H McFadden (0-1), C Thompson (0-
3} M Carroll, F McGlynn (1-1), S McBrearty; O
MacNialiais (0-1), L McLoone, E McHugh. Subs., M
Marphy (0-1) for Carroll 54; C Morrison for
McHugh 69

Pown: S Kane; M McGee, C McGovern, R Boyle (O-
1} R Mallon (0-1), A Carr, D O'Hanlon (0-2.21): P
Turley (0-1), C Doyle (0-1); J McDermott, C Mooney,
J Murphy; @ Johnston (0-2), A McConvilie (0-11), 5
Dornan (0-1). Subs., D Turley for McDermott 44; B
0'Hagan (0-1) for Mallon; M McCay for McConville;
© Harrison for Dornan, all 53; P McEidowney for
Turley 66.

Frees: Donegal 20 (11 in first half). Down 28 (20)
Wides: Donegal 10 (7). Down 13 (8)

Yellow Cards: Donegal 0. Down 2G Johnston,
JMurphy ;

Referee: Martin McNally (Monaghan)

Man of the Match

The award went to Ciaran Thompson - an
incredible debut with three points from play. There
were excalient games also from Paddy WcGrath,
Frank McGlyan, Jack O'Brien, Caolan Ward and

Foahan Ban Gallagher.




Donegal's prospects of qualifying
for the semi-finals of the Dr. McK-
enna Cup suffered a major set-
back on Sunday with this defeat to
St. Mary's College in Letterkenny.

Donegal 0-8 )
St. Mary's College 2-6

On a day when a win would have
put them in pole position in the
group, this defeat means Donegal
might not even qualify if they were
to win their final match away to
Fermanagh on Wednesday night.

Their performance against the
studentsof St. Mary's did little toim-
press. But theystilllooked the better
side throughout and carried the
greater threat coming forward.

However, eight points over 70+
minutes was a poor return for Rory
Gallagher's men.

Indeed they only had three dif-
ferent scorers with man-of-the-
match Odhran MacNiallais scoring
all but two of his team's total.

The Gaoth Dobhair man put in a
fine display, but his return could
have been better. He was guilty of

two-missed goal chances, one in
each half. Had either opportunity
been taken, Donegal would surely
have gone on towin. :

In a dour struggle, the sides were
level at half time, Donegal 0-5, St.
Mary's 1-2. The entertainment
didn't really improve in the second
half, but there were a couple of big
moments, not least, the sending off
of Donegal's Paddy McGrath on 50
minutes.

But even with a man less,
Donegal still looked the more likely
and going intothe final five minutes,

- MaeNiallais kicked them 0-8 to 1-4

in front.
However, from the kick-out, St.

' Mary'sstruck back witha brilliantly

worked goal - substitute, RyanJohn-
ston finishing a wonderful move
with a great goal.

Suddenly, St. Mary's were two

_points to the good and they closed

out with two more points to win by
four.

On the back of their opening day
win against Down, Donegal were
fancied to be too strong for St.
Mary's who had lost out to Fer-
managh in mid-week.

Rory Gallagher gave Stephen
MecMenamin his debut at half back
andthe Red Hughs man fittedin well
asDonegal started brightly.

Playing with Leo McLoone at full
forward in the early stages, Donegal
worked a couple of decent early
openings. MacNiallais opened their
account six minutes in with a well

taken score.

But almost immediately, St.
Mary's hit back with the game's
opening goal. Ciaran Maclomhar
worked the opening out on the left
and his ball found Jack Grogan who

got just enough room to fire his shot

in past Danny Rodgers.

Donegal'sresponsewas good. Mi-
chael Carroll pointed from play and
his clubmate MacNiallais guided
over a glorious point on the wind
from the stand-side to level the
game.

Donegal however, would then
score just a single point over the
next 25 minutes. They enjoyed
plenty of possession, but they frus-
trated the home crowd with theirre-
luctance to take shots on goal and a
failure to produce akiller pass when
theneed arose.

Aidan McGarrity's point from
play on 13 minutes put St, Mary's in
front but MaeNiallais' free on 22 lev-
elled the game again.

Grogan knocked over a long
range point for St. Mary's before
MacNiallais, two minutes into in-
jury time, sent the sidesinlevel with
another well taken score.

Donegal rang the changes at half
time and introduced Michael
Murphy, Stephen McBrearty and
Neil McGee and the team did look to
have a better balance.

But despite an early point from
Eoin McHugh, Donegal continued to
struggle for scores and a Ryan John-
ston point, just seconds after his in-

Mary's College

troduction, levelled the game yet
again. : :

Then followed Paddy McGrath's
dismissal after a mellee involving

several players from both sides. The
Ardara man was shown a yellow and
red card while Neil McGee and
Grogan were also booked.

MacNiallais and Johnston ex-
changed scores before a free from
MacNiallais on 65 minutes put his
team 0-8 to 1-4 in front. However,
Johnston then struck for what
proved the winning goal and the Stu-
dents went on to claim what was an
unexpected victory.

Donegal: Danny Rodgers; Jack
O'Brien, Eamonn Doherty, Paddy
McGrath; Frank McGlynn, Caolan
Ward, Stephen MeMenamin; Hugh
McFadden, Odhran MacNiallais (o-
6, 3f); Michael Carroll (0-1), Ciaran
Thompson, Eoghan Ban Gallagher;
Leo McLoone, Martin O'Reilly, Eoin
MeHugh (0-1). Subs: Michael
Murphy for McFadden, Neil McGee
for Doherty, Stephen McBrearty for
O'Brien (all half time), Cillian Mor-
rison for Carroll (66). j

DONEGAL DEMOCRAT  Monday, January 11, 2016

St, Mary's College: Rory Burns;
Aaron McKay, Patrick McAleer,
Ciaran McCooey; Kevin McKernan,
Niall McPartland, Harry Loughran;
Peter Carragher, Daniel McBride;
Conor Meyler, Conall McCann (0-1),
Aidan McGarrity (0-1); Cikaran Ma-
clomhar, Jack Grogan (1-1), Aidan
Nugent. Subs: Patrick McBride (0-1)
for Meyler, Matthew Fitzpatrick for
Nugent (42), Ryan Johnston (1-2) for
Maclomhar (43), Darragh Kavanagh
for Grogan, Ciaran Corrigan for Me-
Gooey (56, black card).

Referee: DanMullan Derry) ¢ ¢

MATCH FACTS

Frees: Donegal 19 (13 in first half).
St. Mary's College 21 (13)

Wides: Donegal 9 (3)
St, Mary's College 5 (2)

Yellow Cards: Donegal 4, J. 0'Brien, H McFadde

N McGee, P McGrath

St, Mary's College 3, G Meyler, J Grogan, P
McBride

Red Cards: Donegal 1, P McGrath

Referae: Dan Mullan (Derry)
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GAA —- DR MCKENNA CUP SECTION B

Defeat in Fermanagh sees
Donegal out of McKenna Cup

FERMANAGH ..............0:12
DONEGAL ... . ioiuans 0-08

BY RYAN FERRY

DONEGAL's McKenna Cup cam-
paign came to a conelusion on
Wednesday night when they were
deteated by a much more cohesive
Fermanagh side in Brewster Park.

Rory Gallagher’s team went into
the game knowing that a five-point
win would take them through to the
semi-finals, but the Erne county
were not in a welcoming mood and it
was evident from early on that Done-
gal were in for a fough encounter.

The visitors controlled much of
the play in the first half, but similar
to their defeat to St Mary’s College
last Sunday, they struggled to break
down a well-organised defence.

.The sides were level at the break,
but Fermanagh were fitter and

sharper and they dominated the mid-
field in the second period.

Donegal were second-best
throughout the field and Fermanagh
ran out comfortable winners thanks
to some excellent free-taking from
Sean Quigley.

- Gallagher handed starts to
Michael Murphy and Neil McGee as
he tried to build up their fitness,
while Caolan McGonagle made his
senior debut after impressing for his
college team in two games over the
last fortnight.

wermanagh registered the first

-seore of the match in'the third

minute, when Quigley’s superb pass
found Declan McCusker, and he
passed fo his captain Boin Donnelly,
who fisted over.

Donegal responded well with
(Odhran MacNiallais scoring a rare
point with his right foot, before Cia-
ran Thompson curled over in the
ninth minute. ;

The Donegal attack misfired
against St Mary’s and it struggled
again early in the match, with the
forward line guilty of a lot of un-
foreed errors.

Donegal were doing well in de-
fence but that didn’t stop Ciaran Fla-
herty scoring a fine point with the
outside of his right foot, before
Quigley landed an exquisite sideline
ball. :

Peter McGrath'’s Fermanagh were
fit and strong, and they were intent
on imposing their physicality on
Donegal. _

Despite this, Gallagher’s men
managed to score the next three
points with MacNiallais scoring a
brace, before Martin O'Reilly popped
over after a good team move involy-
ing Michael Murphy and Leo
McLoone.

It looked like Donegal were start-
ing to get into their rhythm, but they
dropped off in the closing minutes of
the first half and Declan McCusker

and Quigley (free) registered points
to level the proceedings at the inter-
val.

Gallagher re-jigged his team at
half-time with McLoone and Ciaran
Thompson replaced. Martin McE]-
hinney was introduced for his first
appearance of the year, while Gaoth
Dobhair elubman Kieran Gillespie
was given his senior bow,

The manager made a few tactical
adjustments, but his team were
lucky not to concede a goal in the
41st minute when Donnelly blazed a
shot over the bar.

O'Reilly was moved to full-forward
in the second half and he showed
well in front of his marker. He won &

free in the 43rd minute which Mur-
phy slotted over.

Donegal then edged ahead when
Gillespie powered through to tap
over, however McElhinney was soon
black-carded, and Donegal lost their
way in the middle sector.

Fermanagh were sweeping up all
the breaks and Donegal had trouble
dealing with their powerful runners.

They were forced to foul and
Quigley notched two long-range
frees to push his team in front.

James McMahon also drove for-
ward fo tist over, but MacNiallais did
reply with a free to keep Donegal in
touch.

However, Fermanagh have been
back training earlier than their oppo-
nents and their fitness told in the fi-
nal ten minutes.

Paul McCusker dissected the posts
after receiving a pass from Donnelly,
and Pat Cadden followed up with an-
other point.

Donegal launched a few balls in
towards the edge of the square late
on, but Fermanagh were not pre-
pared to budge, and Quigley rounded
off their victory with a free in the
69th minute.

Gallagher’s men now have two
weeks to get up to speed ahead of
their NEL opener against Down,
while Fermanagh advance to a semi-
final clash with Tyrone, and they will
e looking to make steady progress
over the spring months. ‘

If the Erne county get over Antrim

in the Preliminary Round of the Ul-
cter Championship, they will come to
MacCumbaill Park for the quarter-fi-
nal, and McGrath will be aware that
they won’t be able to dictate affairs
as they did on Wednesday night.

Referee: Noel Mooney (Cavan).

MAN OF THE MATCH

Fermanagh: Chris Snow; Michael
Jones, Aidan Breen, Paddy McGov-
ern; Declan McCusker (0-1), James
McMahon {0-1), Damian Kelly; Eoin
Donnelly (0-2), Conall Jones; Barry
Mulrone, Ciaran Flaherty (0-1), Paul
MeCusker (0-1); Ryan Hanna, Sean
Quigley (0-5, 4fs, 1 sideline), Tomas
Corrigan. Subs: Niall Cassidy {or Kel-
ly (half-time), Daniel Teague for Cor-
rigan (50 mins), Pat Cadden (0-1) for
Janna (57 mins), Eoin McManus for
Jones (65 mins).

Donegal: Peter Boyle; Paddy Mec-
Grath, Neil McGee, Eamonn Doherty
Eoghan ‘Ban’ Gallagher, Caclan
Ward, Martin O'Reilly (0-1); Caolan
McGonagle, Michael Murphy (0-1,1f);
Stephen McBrearty, Hugh McFad-
den, Ciaran Thompson (0-1); Qdhran
MacNiallais (0-4, 2f), Leo McLoone,
Foin McHugh. Subs: Frank McGlynn
for McBrearty (26 mins), Martin
McElhinney and Kieran Gillespie for
Thompson and McLoone (half-time)
Anthony Thompson for McElhinney
(47 mins Black card), Michael Carrol
for McFadden (60 mins), Ciaran
Thompsen for Ward (65 mins).

The Game at a Glance

Eoin Donnally (Fermanagh): D_oﬁﬁéily is ane of the best midfielders in Ul-
ster and he delivered a stper performance on Wednesday night. Donegal

* couldn't deal with his power and he also helped himself to two points, Barry

Mulrone had a fine game for Fermanagh, while Paddy McGrath had another
solid severity minutes for Donegal. Caolan Ward impressed at centre half-
back once again, and he has sho}an_ that he is more than capable of playing

at this fevel.
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DONEGAL DEMOCRAT

Eoin McHugh: In from the  Patrick McBrearty: Was a

Odhran Mac Niallais and Frank McGlynn oUtStanding @S S sepes i same.bu si e s
and his pace was areal Fermanagh last line

Donegal brush aside Fermanagh i plotmerial - feode bl
8
7 Ryan McHugh: Another Mark Mc.Hugh: In for the
vgry gugd display from last 15 minutes, McHugh
NEIL MCGEE SHOWN STRAIGHT RED  itwickiorns s
who was back at corner- game was almost over at
- back in the secoq_d_ half. 8 that stage. 6

PETER CAMPBELL
g-mail: sport@donegaldemnacrat.com
Twitter: @dgldemocrat

Despite losing Neil McGee to
a straight red card on the
stroke of half-time, Donegal
still had too much for a dis-
appointing Fermanagh in the
Ulster championship
quarter-final in MacCumbhaill
Park, Ballybofey.

It took two high quality
goals, both finished by
Odhran Mac Niallais (with
Frank McGlynn and Martin
MeElhinney involved in both)
tosealthevietory. =

But the big talking point

came in first half added time.

With two points between the
sides, a high ball into the
Donegal area was fielded by
Sean Quigley. The full-for-
ward was "dispossessed by
Neil McGee, who seemed to

strike out as he tried to burst

clear.

; McGee was shewn a
straight red card atd Fer-
managh awarded a penalty,
but Quigley was uhable to

convert as
Donegal 'keeper
Mark  Anthony
McGinley made a
good save.

It -was a big
talking point at half-time as
Fermanagh had finished the
first half really well. But they
were never really to make
anything of the numerical ad-
vantage in the second period
as Donegal upped the tempo.

Any chance of an upset
was put to bed as early as the
44th minute when Donegal
got their second goal, a score
of real quality with Odhran
Mac Niallais on the end of a
sweeping move to palm
home.

The goal put Donegal 2-7tc
0-8 in front and they went on
toadd the next three points to
lead by eight in the 52nd
minute. In the middle of this
period of dominance Fer-
managh lost one of their
better performers, full-back
Che Cullen.

From there to the end, it
was academic as Fermanagh
were toothless in attack and
Donegal did nol miss their
talismanic defender McGee.
Indeed, one ofthe statistics of
the game was that Fer-
managh failed to hit a wide in

the second half
andhadjustone
point from play
in that period.

GOOD OPENING

Donegal looked in control
until just before half-time
when it all kicked off. Points
from Patrick McBrearty and
Frank McGlynn had Donegal
on the board inside five
minutes.

Fermanagh hit back with
Tomas Corrigan converting a
free after a high tackle from
Rory Kavanagh who picked
up a yellow card (which saw
the St. Eunan’s man with-
drawn five minutes later).
Barry Mulrone levelled on 10
minutes, but then Donegal
took a grip, thanks to a won-
derful period from Odhran
Mac Niallais.

Firstly Martin O'Reilly
outstripped the Fermanagh
defence and fisted a point
when in on goal, but then on
14 minutes, Martin McEl-
hinney and McGlynn were in-
volved before the latter’s pass
to Mae Niallais, who rifled
past Christopher Snow.

Sean Quigley responded
with a mighty effort from
fully 55m but quick points
from Eoin McHugh and a

Patrick McBrearty free after
Mac Niallais was fouled and
Donegal were five clear.

They almost got a second
goal when Mac Niallais found
MeBrearty with a long, diag-
onal ball. The Kilear man
broke through two tackles
but his goalbound effort was
very well saved by an advan-
cing Snow.

But Fermanagh kept plug-
ging away with Eoin Donnelly
beginning to geta grip at mid-
field. Corrigan, from a free,
and Donnelly, from play, re-
duced the margin to three
and while Mac Niallais hit a
wonder point toedge Donegal
four clear, two Corrigan frees
had the margin down to two
as the game entered added
time. :

 Then came the red card
for Neil McGee and the pen-
alty save by McGinley from
Quigley, which left the half-
time score, Donegal 1-6, Fer-
managh 0-7.

Donegal will now meet
Monaghanin the Ulster semi-
final, which has been set for
Saturday week next, June
a5th, but they will do so
without Neil McGee, who
would have been wanted to
mark Conor McManus!

MATYCH FACTS
W
FREES: Donegal 18 (8 in first haif). Fermanagh 17 (11)

WIDES: Donegal 5 (2). Fermanagh 3 (3).

YELLOW CARDS: Donegak: Rory Kavanagh, Lso McLoane, Michael Murphy, Hugh
McFadden

Fermanagh; Barry Mulrone, Ryan Jones, Mickey Jones

BLACK CARDS: Aidan Breen (Fermanagh)

RED CARDS: Neil McGee (Donegal)

MAN OF THE MATCH

This is shared by two Donegal men - Frank McGlynn and Odhran Mac Niallais,
who were both outstanding. Mac Niallais scored both Donegal goals while
McGlynn was involved in both as well as much, much more. There were others,
too, such as the McHugh cousins, Eoln and Ryan, who were very influential in
this win.

DONEGAL: Mark Anthony McGinley; Paddy McGrath, Neil McGee, Eamon
McGea: Ryan McHugh, Frank McGlynn (0-1), Anthony Thompson; Rory -
Kavanagh, Hugh McFadden; Eoin McHugh (0-2), Martin McElhinney (0),
0dhrén Mac Niallais (241); Patrick McBrearty (0-31f), Michael Murphy (0-1f)
Martin 0'Reilly (0-2). Subs., Leo McLoone for Kavanagh 13; Christy Toye for
McLoone ht; Rory Kavanagh for McGlynn 53; Mark McHugh for McElhinney 58;
Colm McFadden (0-1f) for McBrearty 70. '

FERMANAGH: Christopher Snow; Mickey Jones, Che Cullen, Marty 0'Brien;
Declan McCusker, James McMahon, Barry Mulrone (0-1); Eoin Donnelly (0-1),
Aidan Breen: Paul McCusker, Ryan Jones (0-1), Richard 0'Callaghan; Ruairi
Corrigan, Sean Quigley (0-1), Tomés Corrigan (0-77f). Subs., Damien Kelly
for Cullen heard: Niall Cassidy for R Corrigan, both 47; Ryan Lyons for Breen;
Conall Jones for McMahon, both 58; Daniel Teague for P McCusker 65;
Ciaran Flaherty for 0'Brien 72

REFEREE: Maurice Deegan {Laois)
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Late leveller

DONEGAL . . vsni v wom saiesine 111
MONAGHAN .............. 0-14

BY RYAN FERRY

DONEGAL and Monaghan will have to
do it all again after Conor McManus
notched a late free to send the Ulster
Senior Foothall Championship semi-fi-
nal to a replay.

It was an absorbing, bruising contest
that could have went either way, and
while tensions were still high at the full-
time whistle, when both teams reached
the sanctimony of the dressing rooms
afterwards they were probably just
glad to be still in with a shout of provin-
cial glory.

The first half was physical and tacti-
cal, and the sides were level at six
points apiece at the interval.

Donegal made a bright start to the
second half, but their shooting let them
down badly.

Debutant Kieran Gillespie squan-
dered a goal chance, while the normal-
1y so reliable Michael Murphy missed
three frees, and Patrick McBrearty also
kicked a placed ball wide.

Monaghan moved three points clear
and while McBrearty did reduce that to
two, it looked like Donegal had a moun-
tain to climb when Martin McElhinney
was red-carded in the 55th minute.

However, Rory Gallagher’s team kept
their composure and Odhrdan MacNial-
lais finished off a well-worked move two
minutes later to put them ahead.

Donegal managed to keep their
noses in front until injury-time, but
then McManus took control of proceed-
ings with his side facing the exit.

He lofted over two massive frees to
level matters, and while Christy Toye

put Donegal in front again, there was
still time for McManus to convert an-
other placed ball at the death to set up
areplay next week.

Having played against each other in
{he last three Ulster Finals, there
weren't many secrets to contain be-
tween the sides.

They know each other inside
out, and their previous encoun-
ters indicated that there would-

n’t be much between thern.

A real new-age game ensued. Double
sweepers were employed on both sides,
and the traditional 15 v 15 formation
went ottt the window.

Donegal signalled their intent
straight from the throw-in with Karl
Lacey collected Michael Murphy’s pass
and dissected the posts.

The first ten minutes were tough as
the sides got reacquainted with each
other once again, but Murphy - who had
heen held scoreless from play on the
last three oceasiong that he faced Mon-

aghan — ooked lively.

The big Glenswilly man operated in
at full-forward and he tapped down
Martin O'Reilly’s high ball to himself in
the 10th minute, and then curled over
via the post.

Monaghan went straight down the
field and scored with Shane Carey re-
ceiving a pass from Ryan Wylie before
slotting over from a tight angle.

Darren Hughes almost got Carey in
on goaltwo minutes later, but the Done-
gal defence survived, and they then
earned a free when Gillespie was pulled
back, which Murphy scored.

Donegal were on top, but sloppy de-
fensive play saw Eamon McGee pick
the ball off the ground, and McManus
gleefully put the ball between the posts.

Monaghan were enjoying their best
spell of the match and they struck the
next three points with Conor McCarthy
curling over, and McManus landing a
hrace.

However, Donegal were able to stay
with their opponents and McBrearty re-
sponded with two points, the second a
great score from play afler an incisive
run from Eoin McHugh.

Murphy was determined to make an
impression and he thundered into
Drew Wylie, before winning a free in
the 32nd minute, which McBrearty
scored.

MeManus replied with a free and
there was some more argy bargy as the
teams tried to get off the pitch at half-
time.

Cool heads were needed, but in the
pressure cooker in the second half, a
number of men struggled with the
championship heat.

Murphy tapped over a free, but the-

elusive Owen Duffy went straight down
the field and fisted over.

Then, Donegal opened up Monaghan
for the first time. McElhinney and An-
thony Thompson linked up to put Gille-
spie through on goal, but it was a case
of the wrong man in the right position
as he drove his shot straight at Mon-
aghan goalkeeper Rory Beggan.

MecManus was well shackled by Me-
Grath, but he showed his class with a
mesmerising point from the right wing,
and Karl O’Connell then popped over.

Murphy was struggling to find his
range from frees, and when O'Connell
notched another point, Monaghan were
three ahead after 48 minutes, and grow-
ing in confidence.

However, Donegal were creating goal
chances, and McBrearty should have
found the net, but blazed over.

Donegal were then dealt a huge blow,
when McElhinney body-checked Drew
Wylie. He picked up a black card to add
to the vellow he received earlier in the
game.

However, given the defensive nature
of the game, the numerical disadvan-
tage didn’t have a huge bearing.

It did give Donegal another jolt into
life, and Martin O’Reilly found MaeNial-
lais with a great pass and the Gaoth
Dobhair man showed good feet, before
slotting the ball low fo the net.

MecCarthy equalised with a free, but
Donegal had rediscovered their swag-
ger and points from McBrearty (free)
and Eoin McHugh saw them move
ahead once again.

The referee Joe McQuillan an-
nounced that there would be six min-
utes of injury-time and that gave Mon-
aghan a lift.

After McManus had missed a free,
and Meonaghan goalkeeper Rory Beg-
gan was off target from distance, Done-
gal may have felt they were safe Lo foul
50 metres out from goal.

However, they weren't and McManus
landed two monster frees to level things
up.
They came forward to get the winner,
but 4 brilliant Murphy interception led
to Donegal breaking und Christy Toye
fisted Donegal in front. :

They just had to hold on for another
two minutes, but a needless late hit
from Anthony Thompson on (*Connell
gave McManus a simple free that he
was never going to miss fo secure a
draw.

The sides will have to do it again next
weelk and another war of attrition liesin
store.

DONEGAL: Mark Anthony McGinley;
Paddy McGrath, Eamon McGee, Kieran
Gillespie; Eoin McHugh (0-1), Ryan
McHugh, Martin O'Reilly; Rory Kavanagh,
Odhréan MacNiallais (1-0); Karl Lacey (0-
1), Frank McGlynn, Anthony Thompson;
Patrick McBrearty (0-5, 3fs), Michael
Murphy (0-4, 3fs), Martin McElhinney.
Subs: Mark McHugh for McGlynn (65
mins), Christy Toye (0-1) for Kavanagh
(68 mins), Eoghan 'Ban’ Gallagher for
0'Reilly (70+6 mins).

MONAGHAN: Rory Beggan; Drew Wylie,
Vinny Corey, Colin Walshe; Kieran Duffy,
Ryan Wylie, Darren Hughes; Fintan Kelly,
Karl 0'Connell (0-2); Shane Carey (0-1),
Ryan MeAnespie, Owen Duffy (0-1);
Conor McCarthy (0-2, 1f), Kieran Hughes,
Conor McManus Subs: Dessie Mone
and Daniel McKenna for D.Wylie and
McCarthy (59 mins), Conor Boyle for
Walshe (61 mins Black Card), Jack
McCarron for Carey (65 mins), Dick
Clerkin for McAnespie (70+1 mins).

Referee: Joe McQuillan (Cavan).

Odhran Mac Niallais
celehrates after
scoring his goal
against Monaghan.
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Donegal edge out Monaghan

DONEGAL ..........cveens 017
MONAGHAN ..... T i 2-10
BY RYAN FERRY

DONEGAL could have won by seven
or eight points but in the end only one
was needed as they defeated Mon-
aghan in Saturday’s replay at
Kingspan Breffni Park to reach the Ul-
ster Final for the sixth successive
year.

Not since the great Down team of
the sixties has a county reached six
Ulster deciders in-a-row, but now
Donegal join that illustrious company
following a sweet victory over rivals
Monaghan in Cavan on Sunday.

After the sides had played out a
nerve-wrecking encounter the previ-
ous Saturday, another close battle was
anticipated, but that’s not how it
played out.

Donegal started the game brilliant-
ly and went five points clear, but the
concession of the softest of soft goals
to Shane Carey kept Monaghan in
touch. :

Rory Gallagher’s team contin-
ued to dominate, but the Farney
county drew level when Conor
McManus slammed a penalty
to the net in the 33rd minute.

Donegal finished the first
half strongly and they were al-
ways able to stay narrowly in front of
their opponents in a tense second
half. :

Rory Kavanagh was sent off 1ate on,
and Monaghan reduced their deficit to
one point as the five minutes of in-

jury-time that Maurice Deegan had
permitted drew to a close.

Monaghan would have one more
chance, but it fell to the wrong man,
and wing-back Kieran Duffy failed to
hit the target.

Malachy O’Rourke’s team relin-
quished their provincial crown and
Donegal will now move into the Ulster
Final in two weeks’ time where they
will hope to get their hands on the An-
glo Celt Cup again after its 12-month
hiatus in the Farney county.

The sides could not be separated
when they met seven days earlier,
with Conor McManus notching a late
free to set up a replay.

The drawn match had been an en-
thralling battle with incident aplenty
both on the field and on the sideline.

Another tit-for-tat hattle was ex-
pected, however Donegal got off to an
excellent start.

Rory Kavanagh slotted over after
only 30 seconds and six minutes later,
Anthony Thompson sent a high hang-
ing shot over the bar.

Monaghan got on plenty of ball in
the opening ten minutes, but they
were wastefill, posting four wides,
while they also dropped short.

In the drawn match, Donegal had
hammered all their kick-outs long
down the field, but Monaghan opted

to let them play their restarts short,
and that suited Gallagher’s men,

Michael Murphy showed there
would be no long-lasting effects of his
off day a week earlier, by slofting over
a ‘45", while Martin McElhinney and
Patrick McBrearty (free) were also on
target.

Monaghan needed a score, and
they got one from Shane Carey in the
17th minute, although the Donegal

camp felt the ball had gone wide.
They also earned a free two min-
utes later, and it seemed to be a fairly
straight forward kick for McManus.
However, with Donegal sleeping,
the Monaghan corner-forward clever-
ly decided to play it inside to Carey,
who finished into the bottom corner.

Donegal were kicking themseives,
and what was worse was that Me-
Manus had previous for pulling off
that trick in Ulster semi-finals, as he
set up Tommy Freeman for a goal in
similar circumstances four years ear-
lier.

McBrearty settled Donegal with an-
other free, and Martin O’Reilly and
Murphy (free) also got in on the act as
Donegal responded well.

McManus curled over from an
acute angle and his team were award-
ed a penalty in the 33rd minute when

Ryan Wylie cut inside Eoin McHugh
and was fouled by Anthony Thompson
as he prepared to pull the trigger.

Mark Anthony MeGinley attempted
to psyche out McManus, but it didn’t
work as he fired into the top corner.

Tt was another setback for Donegal,
hut late points from Frank MeGlynn
and Murphy (free) gave Gallagher’s
side a slight cushion at the break,
even if it was nowhere near reflective
of the control they had enjoyed.

The second half started at a fast
pace with MeManus pointing after on-
ly ten seconds, but McBrearty soon
cancelled it out with a free. .

Owen Duffy and Mark McHugh
then swapped points and 14 minutes
would elapse before the next score
would arrive off Conor Boyle’s right
‘oof.

Murphy replied with a free, and the
big full-forward then picked out
McBrearty to curl over from play.

O'Rourke went to his bench to add
fresh impetus, and Jack McCarron
made an instant impression with a
lovely point, but O'Reilly went down
the other end and pointed for Done-
gal.

Another replacement Conor Me-
Carthy almost scored a third goal for
Monaghan after robbing Karl Lacey
but his delicate chip hit the crossbar
and Donegal survived.

The tension rose as McManus
added another free; but again the in-
defatigable O’Reilly replied with a
point for Donegal.

Rory Kavanagh was then dismissed
after picking up a second yellow card,
and the momentum seemed to be with
Monaghan when McManus converted
a ‘45", and McCarron curled over from
distance.

Yet, Monaghan would only end the

- game with just 14 players, after Karl

O’Connell was black-carded for a foul
on Ryan McHugh, and Monaghan had
already used their full quota of six
subs.

Murphy slotted over the resulting
free, but five minutes of injury-time
were to be played and that gave Mon-
aghan hope.

Colin Walshe curled over and they
needed just one more point to force
extra-time, but Donegal held on and
their delight at the final whistle indi-
cated just how much it meant to the
players and management.

Donégal: Mark Anthony McGinley; Paddy
McGrath, Eamon McGee, Kieran
Gillespie; Eoin McHugh, Ryan McHugh,
Frank McGlynn (0-1); Rory Kavanagh (0-
1), Odhran MacNiallais; Anthony
Thompson (0-1), Karl Lacey, Martin
0'Reilly (0-3); Patrick McBrearty {0-
4,3fs), Michael Murphy (0-5, 3fs, 1'45'),
Martin McElhinney (0-1). Subs: Mark
McHugh (0-1) for Thompsan (34 mins
Black Card), Christy Toye for McElhinney
(53 mins), Martin McElhinney for
MacNialais (70 mins), Eoghan Ban
Gallagher for O'Reilly (74 mins).

Monaghan: Rory Beggan; Colin Walshe
(0-1), Vinny Corey, Drew Wylie; Karl
0'Connéll, Ryan Wylie; Kieran Duffy,
Fintan Kelly, Kieran Hughes; Owen Duffy,
Ryan McAnespie, Shane Carey (1-1);
Daniel McKenna, Darren Hughes, Conor
McManus (1-4, 1 pen, 1f, 1'45'), Subs:
Dermot Malone and Neil McAdam for
McKenna and D. Wylie (half-time), Conor
Boyle (0-1) for R.Wylie (46 mins), Conor
McCarthy for Carey (49 mins), Jack
McCarron (0-2) for K.Hughes (54 mins),
Dessie Mone for Kelly (64 mins)
Referee: Maurice Deegan (Laois).

~ MAN OF THE MATCH
- Martin 0'Reilly: Donegal knew they '_

_ put 0'Connelf on .
_ score three points. Frank McGlynn

 got all the big calls ight,
_ rren Hughes should :
have been black-carded in the first

half, and both teams got some frees
of the soft variety. However, five
minutes of injury-time was
excessive.




Tyrone lay Donegal hoodoo at
the death after pulsating decider

Red Hand score two superb points in injury
time to lift first Ulster title since 2010

Tyrone tyros come of age as battling
Donegal eventually run out of steam

Keith Duggan

at St Tiernach's Park, Clones

You remember these days
when you live through them.

The Anglo-Celt will winter in
Moy after Tyrone wrestled the
famous old cup out of Donegal
hands- and indeed cast Done-
gal demons out of their subcon-
scious — on a hot, epic day in
Clones,

This was a breathtaking foot-
ball match. For 76 gruelling,
draining minutes on a close af-
ternoon, the two teams who
have been sparring bitterly
throughout this decade kept
coming at each other, blow for
blow, point for point.

It went the way that everyone
predicted, draining all time out
of the game and all energy out
of the full house 0f 33,433. Don-
egal, tormentors of Tyrone for
five winters and summers, re-

fused to bow. Tyrone, the chal-
lengers, refused to accept the
same old answer,

Tyrone football families have
seen the wonders of the world
several times over under Mick-
ey Harte’s stewardship, but this
winwas up there with them.

The quality of those their win-
ning points seemed to light the
way for anew generation of Red
Hand supremacy.

Yes, the masterwork of Sedn
Cavanagh, the abiding connec-
tion to all three All-Ireland
wins, was embroidered throu-
gh this 14th Ulster success. But
the outrageous lead point,
thumped through the dead

-heat by Peter Harte, was like

one of those wincing upper-
cuts from early-era Mike Ty-
son. And with the sweet confi-
dence of Kieran McGeary's
note, you could almost hear the
pendulum swing through the
skyin Clones town, from the At-
lantic side to Neagh side.

Five-year project
Beating Donegal became the
five-year project that Mickey
Harte never expected and after-
wards he rightly noted the Red
Hand county had maybe forgot-
ten the significance of these
days between 2008 and 2010
when they were unassailable in
Ulster. They remembered now.
Tyrone started and finished
this Ulster final better, but for

the hour in between they grap-
pled with a Donegal team that
seem to believe they can go on
forever. Veterans like Frank
MecGlynn, Christy Toye -bound-
ing in with superhero cape for
the usual last 10 minutes of out-
rageousinfluence-andNeil Mc-
Gee grew in stature.

By half-time, the know-how
and experience of the last five
Ulster finals was shining bright.

"The Tyrone scoring machine

had been held to 0-4. Rory Gal-
lagher’s match-ups were spot
on and Donegal, through the ri-
diculous skill of Ryan McHugh,
were dictating the pace of the
game,

The half-time betting odds, |

when Donegalled by 0-7 to 0-4,
must have shortened dramati-
callyin their favour. ;
The game had hardly
reached the end of its first peri-
od when it became clear to
those present that they were
watching one of the great virtu-

By the numbers

oso performances given in
Clones in any July.

Ryan McHugh was magnifi-
cent here, kicking three sump-
tuous points from distance
through a thicket of Tyrone
men. His elusive, quick-slow
running with the ball bamboo-
zled Mickey Harte's defensive
strategy and he twice forced

frees that-were converted.

Worse, he was absorbing all the
energies of Tyrone’s own crea-
tive attacking engine, Peter
Harte,

Liberated
Tyrone didn’t blink. After half
time, they liberated Harte from
the distraction of McHugh and
defended even deeperand wait-
ed and pounced.

And fatally, Donegal’s for-

ward thrust stalled. They failed -

to make the incisions, the
scores dried up and they
couldn’t get Michael Murphyin-
volved anything like enough.

By the 53rd minute Tyrone
had levelled the match at 0-8
each and looked like a liberated
team.

Avyear ago, on an apocalypti-.

cally grim day in Ballybofey,
Donegalhad set the terms of en-
gagement, Now, on level terms,
Tyrone were able to dosoasthe
sun beat down mercilessly.

Donegal stuck with this on
pure courage and instinct; a
beauty of a point from Odhrdn
MacNiallais and a long-dis-
tance free - created by the re-
markable Toye - that Murphy
converted.

And when Toye bolted into
space and hooked one of his
trademark right-footed scores
to edge Donegal in front in the
frantic, edge-of-seat last two
minutes, it seemed as if Done-
gal'sdeathless capacity for rein-

vention would win the day.

But no. Six minutes of added
time on the clock and a new
surge of anticipation through
the parched, sunburnt crowd.

Cavanagh quickly replied
with as good a point as he has
ever scored and with that you
could see belief surging
through Mickey Harte’s team.
‘White shirts running from eve-
rywhere now. .

Perhaps fuelled by the accu-
mulated hurt of the past five
years, they made the decisive
move and won the contest with
two magnificent points kicked
from distance.

After five years of anguished
waiting and losing, the Anglo-
Celt was delivered backintothe
hands of Mickey Harte in less
than five minutes.

Infuriated traditionalists

It was cagey and tough and
probably infuriated the tradi-
tionalists clinging to the vision
of a game that doesn’t exist any-
more. Butit wasa proper, heav-
yweight championship game be-
tween two incredibly proud
sides.

Early on, the crowd learned
not to expect much by way of
goals. This wasnota day for lux-
ury. Any player with the ball in
hand close to goal was soon en-
gulfed. Cathal McCarron, who
has become a quietly vital pres-
ence to this latest Tyrone side,
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had a half-chance in the first
half, while Ciaran Gillespie al-
most got in through a crafty
Karl Lacey pass. But the oppor-
tunities were just smoked out
by the respective defences. No
score was given cheaply.

The game arguably turned
when McGlynn, superh here,
was flattened by a tough hit by
Aidan McCrory, which David
Coldrick deemed fair. Tyrone
broke and Cavanagh pointed. It
was one of those seismic chang-
esof momentum.

Itstood outas crucialin an Ul-
ster epic that that stands com-
parison with the best of previ-
ous years.

The consequences of this day
are too early to tell. We may
have seen the beginning of the
end of Donegal’s habitual Ul-
ster final appearances. They
cante desperately close to add-
ing afourth title to thisremarka-
ble period for the county. But
writing them off has become a
mug's game, ;

Whatastory of perseverance
and faith for Mickey Harte and
Tyrone, though. The Red Hand
flag flieshighagain.

TYRONE: 1N Morgan (0-245s); 2AMcCrory, 3R McNamee, 4 C McCarron (0-1), 8 CCavanagh, B
JMcMahon, 5T McCann; 10C McShane(0-1), 7 P Harte (0-2): 8M Donnelty, 12RMcNab, 14 S
Cavanagh{0-3);11 N Sludden (8-1),13C McAliskey, 15R O'Neill. Subs:18 R Brennan (0-1)for M
Donnelly(BC,33 mins), 20 MBradley for CMcShane (BT, halftime), 19.J Monroe for RONeill (54
mins), 22 DMeCurry {0-1) for C McAliskey (52rmins), 23 K McGeary (0-1) for JMcMahon (71 mins).
DONEGAL: 1MAMcBinley: 2P McGrath, 3N McGee, 4C Gillespie; 6 K Lacey, 10/A Thompson, 7F
McBiynn;8 R Kavanagh, 80 McNialtats {0-2), 5RMcHugh (0-3),14 MMurphy (0-245,free), 12E
McHugh, 16 MO'Reilly;13 P McBrearty (0-30-2frees.) Subs: 11McMcElhinney for R Kavanagh
(44 mins),18MMeHugh for A Thampson (G4 mins), 22C Toye{0-1} for F MeGlynn (82 mins), 23E
Gallagher for C Gitlesple (57 mins), 10 A Thompson for E McHugh (67 min), 25 C McFadden for P

MeBrearty(71iming)
Referee:D Coldrick (Meath),
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McBrearty
hits highest
Donegal note

Kilcar man delivers complete performance

quite perfect
t Medzuin-
3 that has taken Done

sfromt of the game

though, colngke
ness revoloth

fness saw enough of him to
5 all five chanipd
11t while he was
oF grade.

uble-header i Croke Park
cashing in
srat That saw
PO & DG
arted @8 cartain-raiser b
2 pgaingt Adtyie

ceptionaily g
oz fellas arking
¥ pandager Peadar
fares Longhy

But who conld really have stopped
1is irrepressible torm? Cork’s
ssion with tracking Michael
w apened doors for him.

he points he nailed over
unning away from goals

AT
probably & relief to get out
of Ulster to express himself)” said his
manager Rory Gallagher

1 know him extremely well with
T | oty this last pumber of
vears, he is capabie of those things

“He wouldn't have gone to that
level, that was exceptional. His
ball-winning, his decision-making,
His fintshing was top class”

Naturally McBrearty was a litle
wiore retioent about the groove be hit.
“The bovs had their heads up more
than other days, I baver't changed
frap my own game”

He had to he that good against a
resurgent Cork who led for most af
the first 62 minutes until Ponegal
kicked for home with five unan-
swered points

Not surprisingly McBrearty's Kilear
club-mates Ryan and Eoin McHugh
were at the core of that effort, just as
they had been all day.

Phat part of south-west Diriegal
Have fust 900 inhabitants but
wmtribution to the scorehoard
was completely disproportionate to
spulation with Ryvan fthree)
1 (hwe ) chipping io to hring
iah total to 16 points from 21
otiviely thats some Joput
Gito the highest numher of seores
a Dopegal tears has amassed in
fhuse 34 championshin games snce
Muetiinness arrival.

Bouns pace and Ryans guibe knd
apility 1E possession eomplemented

fe ey
yge Cork o thaety kiges
«f they had bees

threatened for so long to lead rescue mission |

more to it than that, A change inap-
proach after the break saw Donegal
sit back much deeper and defend in
pumbers, something they do so well
and which ultimately made a differ-
ence that Cork struggied to adapt to.

“In the first half they were getting
the short (kick-out) away and were
opening us up easily. We we ren't able
to recover, they came at us with a lot
of pace and would haye seen how Ty-
rone, to 4 certain extent, would have
got a lot of joy with it. The second half,
we tightened up a lot,” Gallagher said.

Such a healthy score will please
him bt the gaps were sometimes too
easily found by Cork’s strike runners
in the cpening period.

From deep positions the likes of
Tomas and Tom Clancy, Colm and
Kevin O Driscoll all picked holes for
points. Sean Powter skipped past
Odran MacNiajlais st one stage for
their third point as if he waso't there.
When kick-outs went long generally
Alan O'Connor and Tan Maguire gave
Cork the edge.

The goal exposed Donegal most, The
decision to penalise Paddy McGrath
in the first place was questionable
but the respanse from Cork was
cwift, Tomas Clancy putting in Taul
Kerrigan behind the cover for a smurt
fisish and & 16 to 04 lead in the
17¢h minute.

But by the 40t mingte they were
fevel, 127 1o -1, a5 MeBroarty really
ol 10 we

Fhey needed o decent block by
Keil Mitioe o Maguiee alter anoth-
e fine Cork build op as halftime
approachaed 1o avold further shippage

Cork gol Aidan Wilsh onta the
piteh and he tin i over @ great point
1o testore o lead that Bonegal had
twice piidled back {0 the carly stages
of (e second el bat thie Rebelk wer

beginning to run out of road.

1t toolk patience on Donegal’s part
though., Leo McLoone, overlooked for
involvement in the Utster final defeat
to Tyrone, came in and made an im-
pact with a couple of erucial tackles.

1t's the third time in six years that
they recovered from an Ulster final
defent to make an All-lreland quar-
ter-final, the sixth time in succession
that they've made it to the ‘last eight’

“I don't think we'll reatise it until
we're all retired and have the feet up
and realise what sve're achieving sl
the minute but we take every game
as il comes,” reflected MeBrearty, who
credited thelr first lraning session
after the Tyrone muteh with setting
the tight tone forthe Yesponse.

“We have sonie grear leaders o
thi tenm. We traiped in Letlorkenny
the Tuesday afier The game and a
{or of the older boys really pushed it
oy, 1t was efther let the ship gink or
keep going”

Lonking ahend to Dublin, ¢ milagh-
o1 paid lithe heed to the two league
snietings between thom that Donegal
st this veas

“f vk Al the first one; we weie
feuding the game D4 Lo 0-5 with 40
odd minutes gone we fett that wax
the fmpartadt one We lost Michael

{Murphy) then, T think it was & point
down. Wewere 0-9 0-7 thenwith 65 or
66 minutes played. The second ane,
ghviously Dublin ran away with it.
But we won't lose any sleep over it

Par Cork there is redemption of
$oTis after & poor season.

“Ihe Cork supporters, they're
tough boys to please. We've taken &
fot of ertticiam, Peadar Healy would
he very eritical of Peailar Healy, that's
for sure” said the mahager.

e ssn't all doom and gloom either,
it was o good experience for them.
We just needed more consistent
performances fike this. H we had
more of that throughout the vear,

2012 we havert L beniena Division One
mm‘qu’smt?mdmwﬁ' k 5 :
sounty the size ol Cod “Tbie e to the group we'va beest
“Waveletnurselvesdown keeh, we d

 wnocked we disappointed alothut

iore thananyitang plsewith the wei'visalwudiys stuck Esgeiner. Aol
o he of us drevery o Hopelullythey
anght shick withit sestimar.



Depleted Dublin forced to dig deep
to finally subdue dogged Donegal

Champions finish with 13 men and
effectively have to win the match twice

Superior scoring threat and a diligent
defence ensures victory for Gavin's men

Sedn Moran

atCroke Park
publin = H5
Donegal 10

Dublin’s march on the county’s
first back-to-back All-Ireland in
nearly 40 years took an event-
fulroad through old rivals Don-
egal in Saturday’s All-Ireland
quarter-final before a capacity
crowdin Croke Park.

Replacement Paul Mannion
sealed the deal with a great goal
six minutes into injury-time,
drifting past a tiring defence
and accelerating from a
point-scoring position to the
place where he could slide the
ball past Mark Anthony McGin-
ley with a finish that was calm
and decisive.

Having controlled the match
with admirable poise for the
first 40 minutes, the champi-
ons gave themselves hig proh-
lems and reawakened long-lost
possibilities for their oppo-
nents by conceding a sloppy
goal and then sustaining per-
sonnel loss with Diarmuid Con-
nolly picking up a second yel-

low a couple of minutes later.

Deepin injury-time the team
would lose a second player
when another indiscipline re-
cidivist Eoghan O’Gara was
red-carded for striking Niall Mc-
Gee.

Manager Jim Gavin defend-
ed his players but as someone
who values self-control and fo-
cus he will be unhappy that the
team is still being weakened by
players’ inability to resist the -
admittedly in Connolly’s case
nowroutine - provocation of op-
ponents. :

Vexed

He declined to get involved on
theissue of Donegal’s transgres-
sions but is presumably vexed
that Michael Murphy 14th-min-
ute clatter on Brian Fenton
fetched just a yellow card al-
though in fairness to the refer-
ee, the extent of it was really
only clear on a couple of re-
views.

There was however plenty of
encouragement for Gavin. His
defence, missing half of its
All-Ireland personnel - James
McCarthy's withdrawal before
the throw-in confirming what
had been widely suspected
about his injury - played dili-
gently and effectively, Philip
MeMahon had his best perfor-

mance of the campaign and
rookie corner back David Byrne
also gave animpressive display.

It’s not that Donegal threat-
ened for much of the match.
Rory Gallagher’s team content-
ed themselves with sitting back
until the quarter-final lurched
back into play after around 45
minutes, Butwhen the Ulster fi-
nalists did commit to attack,
Murphy and Patrick Mec-
Brearty, whose shooting prow-
ess downed Cork a weelc previ-
ously, were well marked, man-
aging just a point from play be-
tween them.

Defensive system

Dublin’s defensive system, built
ontherubble ofthe Donegal de-
feat two years ago, did its job,
shutting down the middle
through which their opponents
had made such damaging in-
roads in 2014, A moment of
carelessness by - of all people -
Cian O’Sullivan, the key sentry
in the restructured defence,
opened up the approaches for
Ryan McHugh's 44th-minute
goal, palmed in after a penetrat-
ing run by Eamon McGee,

A feature of the afternoon
was the display of Ciardn Kilken-
ny, who reprised his role from
the second half of the Leinster
final as a half-back in the ab-
sence of McCarthy. More than
50 possessions was the statisti-
caltally for the team’s most like-
ly candidate for Footballer of
the Year,

Many of them were unchal-
lenged but Kilkenny’s ability to
direct the traffic and guard
against turnovers was hugely
impressive even if the loss to
the forwards ofhis being able to
manage operations farther up

By the numbers

Donegal

I)nﬁlin
SCORES

Barring their goal, Donegal
only managed two points from
play in Saturday's semi-final
defeat

the field and his shooting accu-
racy - a reminder of which
came in the 25th minute when
he finished a typically patient
build-up involving Paddy An-
drews and Kevin McManamon
-was also felt.

Donegal looked tired. Their
experienced players have been
on the go for so long at this
stage - Colm McFadden, a ma-
jor figure in the 2012 All-Ire-

land announced his retirement
and there may be others think-
ing the same way - that they
look to embarking on a period
of major reconstruction.

But there’s still plenty of
young talent in the county: the
McHughs, Murphy, Mec-
Brearty, Odhrdan Mac Niallais
for all the flatness of his recent
performances.

Centrefield auxiliary

Things had changed however
since 2014. Murphy looks in
need of a decent break and the
absence of Neil Gallagher has
stretched the Donegal captain
even further in his dual role as
centrefield auxiliary and
edge-of-the square threat. The

emergence of Brian Fenton in

Dublin’s centrefield also tilted
that balance and he had anoth-
er phenomenal match befere
being black carded in inju-
ry-time,

Although the match looks
like an exercise inr the predicta-
ble there was a sense when the
margin was down to three
points, which it was three times
in the second half, that even if
Dublin weren’t exactly in both-
er, any further reduction of the
lead and theywould have been.

In that context, two scoresin
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the 60th and 62nd minute were
critical. McManamon got the
first off a typically powerful run
down the left and Jonny Coop-
er, timing his supportrun in at-
tack well, kicked the other to
give Dublin a five-point cush-
ion.

On a day when established
forwards were a bit below-par -
aside from Connolly, Bernard
Brogan and Andrews were re-
placed with a point scored be-
tween them - McManamon
gave a performance that was
sustained and productive, Dean
Roclk's free taking has been reli-
able as well as taking the pres-
sure off Stephen Cluxton.

Mannion’s display off the
bench was alse a bright spot for
Gavin. He secured the team’s
last 1-1, scores that left the
match skewered and cooked.

Kerry are next up at the end
of the month by which stage
Dublin will hope to have McCa-
rthy backinaction,

DUBLIN: 1. Stephen Cluxton; 2 PhilipMcMahon (0-1), 3. Jonny Cooper (0-1), 4. David Byme; 12
CiaranRilkenny {0-1), 8.Cian0'Sultivan, 7.John Small; 8 Brian Fenton, 9. MD Macauley, 10. Paul
Flynn,12 Biarmuid Connolly {0-2), 11.Kevin MeManamen (0-3); I7. Paddy Andrews (0-1), 13.
DeanRock (0-5, four frees, one 45), 15.Bernard Brogan. Subs:2. Darren Daly for Brogan (48
rmins), 18. Denis Bastick for Macauley (53 mins), 24. Paul Mannion {11) for Andrews (57 mins), 26.
Eoghan 0'Gara for McManamon (64 mins), 23, Eric Lowndes for Rock (F3mins), 22. Michael

Fitzsimons for Fenton{black card, 78 mins).

DONEGAL: 1. MAMcGinley; 2. Paddy McGrath, 3. Neil McGee, 4. EamonnMcGee; 5. Ryan McHugh
(1-0}.6.Karl Lacey, 7. Frank McGlynn; 8. Rory Kavanagh, 8. Odhran Mac Niallais; 10. Anthony
Thompson (0-1), 11. MartinMcElhinney, 12. Eoin McHugh; 13. Patrick McBrearty {(0-3, two frees),
14.Michael Murphy (capt; D-6, five frees, ane 45), 15 MartinO'Reilly. Subs: 17. Ciaran Gillespie
for Mac Niallais (half-time), 181 | eo Mel oone far Kavanagh (42 mins), 19.Christy Toye for Thompsan
{48 mins), 22, Mark McHugh for £ McGee (55 mins), 24. Ciaran Thampson for MeElhinney (61 mins),

20.ColmMcFadden for Lacey (T1mins).
Referee;Ciaran Branagan (Down).




DONEGAL DEMOCRAT

Donegal Player

Ratings v Dublin

| Mark  Anthony Mec-

| Ginley: Made a super

stop in opening seconds
from Diarmuid Connolly
and can be happy with his
display overall. 7.5

Paddy McGrath: Another
tireless display, he started
and finished on McMan-
amon, keeping Diarmuid

| Connolly company for a
| period also. 7

| Neil McGee: A competent
| display, but didn't get for-
{ ward as he might in other
| games. 6.5

| Eamon MeGee: Was good
i in defence before picking
. up a yellow card in second
. half and later withdrawn.
' Got forward to play a big
. part in the Donegal goal,
' his pinpoint pass leaving
| Ryan McHugh with a tap
iy

! Ryan McHugh: Another

good display from the
Kilear man, who came in
for some rough treat-
ment. Got another trade-
mark goal against the
Dubs. 7.5

Karl Lacey: Worked tire-
lessly but wasn't able to
make the penetrating
runs that we were treated
to. Had one effort go just
wide. 6.5

Frank MeGlynn: Tried

| hard te make inroads

| through the middle, but

| found it tough against an

uncompromising Dublin
defence. 6.5

Michael Murphy: As al-
ways started at midfield
and contributed six great
points, but was not able to
force much in general

| play.7

Odhran Mac Niallais:
Never really got into the
game and was withdrawn
at half-time. 5

Anthony Thompson:
Worked really hard and
created a couple of open-

ings, finishing one him-
self before half-time. 7
Martin McElhinney: Got

on a lot of ball but was |
dispossessed on  a |

number of oceasions. 5.5

Eoin MecHugh: Tried |
everything in his locker to |
take on the Dubs. Had a |
couple of efforts that |

drifted wide, but left |

everything on the field. 7
Patrick McBrearty:
Missed a couple of
chances that were going
over against Cork, one
after just 46 seconds.
Much more traffie to ne-
gotiate in this game. 7

Rory Kavanagh: Made a
good contribution in the |
opening half before with- |

drawn early in second. |

6.5
Martin O'Reilly: Given

the short straw at start, |

marking Diarmuid Con-
nolly. Got forward on a

number of runs and was |
involved in Donegal goal. |

6.5

Ciaran Gillespie: In at |

half-time for Mac Niallais, |
Gillespie put in a good

shift. 6.5

Leo McLoone: In after 42

minutes, McLoone was |

not as influential as

against Cork, but played a |

big part in the goal. 6.5

Christy Toye: Playingina |
record 65th champion- |
ship game, Christy again |
made a contribution, win- |
ning a free near the end |

as well as taking the game |

to Dublin. 7

Mark McHugh: In for%
Eamon McGee in 55th |
minute, McHugh didn't |

see that much action. 5.5
Ciaran

Thompson |

(making his champion-
ship debut) and Colm Mc- |
Fadden {his final |

appearance): Not on long |

enough to rate

{
[
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Dublin's Diarmuid Connelly is shown a red card by ref
eree Ciaran Branagan. Photo: INPHO/Ryan Byrne

.DUBLIN .......... 1-15
DONEGAL ......1-10¢
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GAA - NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE DIVISION 1

Donegal get off to a flying start

DOWN ...... e Gl 0-07
DOMEGAL . ... vodnaadnid 3-15
BY RYAN FERRY

DONEGAL got their NFL cam-
paign off to a flying start on Satur-
day night when they hammered a
dire Down side at Pairc Esler.

The visitors led by six points at
the break mainly due to the free-
taking brilliance of Michael Mur-
phy, although goalkeeper Peter
Boyle was also to the fore with a
magnificent save from Donal
O’Hare’s penalty.

Down were out-muscled and
out-thought for the majority of the
game and things got worse in the
second half when Ryan McHugh
and Patrick McBrearty scored ex-
cellent goals.

McHugh notched his second
goalin the 59th minute, as Donegal
collected their first away victory in
the league since 2009.

Rory Gallagher gave league
starts to Ciaran Thompson and
Michael Carroll, while Boyle was
selected in goal ahead of Danny
Rodgers for the first time since the

opening game of Jim McGuin-
ness’ reign against Sligo back in

2011,

Donegal started brightly with
Ciaran Thompson curling over
after four minutes, and Murphy
followed up with a 50 metre free.

Arthur McConville got Down

off the mark with a free, but points
from Patrick McBrearty and Mur-
phy {free) extended Donegal’s lead.

Down were;flat in thesopening

guarter, but Conaill McGovern
tapped over in the 18th minute, and
from the resulting kick-out they
earned a penalty.

A mix-up between Boyle and Ea-
monn Dohery allowed Ryan John-
ston to steal possession and he was
fouled from behind by Neil MeGee,
who was subsequently black card-
ed, and replaced by his brother Ea-
mon for his first taste of competi-
tive action in 2016.

Donal O’Hare took responsibili-
ty for the spot-kick and he went for
power, but Boyle read his inten-
tions and pulled off a fantastic save
to his left.

Donegal failed to clear the dan-
ger and McConville pointed mo-
ments later, but that would be
Down’s last score of the half.

The remaining fifteen minutes
of the first half belonged to Michael
Murphy.

The Donegal captain was flaw-
less with four placed balls, includ-
ing a majestic sideline kick from an
incredibly challenging position.

McBrearty also registered a free
and Donegal went to the dressing
rooms with a six-point advantage.

(’Hare opened the scoring after
the restart with a free, but Eamonn
Burns’ team were second best and
two goals in three minutes killed
the game as a contest.

Ryan McHugh started his dart-
ing run 60 metres from goal and he
knifed through the middle before
offloading to Ciaran Thompson.
The voung Naomh Conaill clubman
could have elected fo sheot himself
but he laid off fo McHugh who

palmed to the net.

Thompson was again to the fore
in the 43rd minute, when he drove
a lofted pass in towards Patrick
MeBrearty.

The Kilear clubman held Darren
O'Hagan off before catching the
ball and drilling it low into the net.

O'Hare landed three more frees
in an eight-minute spell for Down,
but Donegal were comfortable and
Frank MeGlynn kept them ticking
over, before lively substitute Leo
McLoone grabbed two quickfire
scores.

Donegal moved the ball around
slickly in the second half and they
it the net for a third time with
cleven minutes remaining.

Patrick McBrearty played the
ball across to Martin O’Reilly, who
passed inside to Ryan McHugh,
who was on hand to palm home.

Murphy helped himself to two
more frees late on, and there were
loud cheers from the Donegal fol-
lowers in attendance as Neil Gal-
lagher entered the fray, and Rory
Kavanagh was also introduced for
his first performance since 2014 in
a Donegal shirt,

O’Hare was shown a straight red
card late on, after tangling with Ea-
mon McGee, who became the third
Gaoth Dobhair man after his
brother Neil and Michael Carroll to
get black cards on the night.

Donegal had used all their subs
at that point, so McGee couldn’t be
replaced, and they actually fin-
ished the game with 13 players af-
ter Eoin McHugh went off injured.

Howevar, there wasstill timeifors

another score with Patrick
McBrearty bringing his individual
tally to 1-3.

It was a good outing for Donegal
and puts them well on their way to
retaining their Division 1 status,
but they won’t be getting carried
away with a victory over an awful
Down side.

RYAN MCHUGH: McHugh was on song on Saturday night, and
Down had great difficulty in stopping him. He carried the balt
very well and scored two goals. Down playmaker Mark Poland
spent the majority of his game, tracking McHugh as opposed
to dictating affairs for his team. 8.5

DOWN: Stephen Kane; Darren 0'Hagan,
Gerard McGovern, Malachy Magee;
Michael Hughes, Conaill McGovern (0-
1), Ryan Boyle; Peter Turley, Henry
Brown; Joe Murphy, Mark Poland,
Kevin McKernan; Ryan Johnston,
Arthur McConville (0-2,1f), Donal
0'Hare (0-4, 4fs). Subs: Connaire
Harrison for Johnston (30 mins),
Darragh 0'Hanlon for Murphy (30 mins
Black Card), Niall Madine for
McConville (39 mins), Mark McKay for
Turley (48 mins), Sean Dornan for
Peland (56 mins), Aidan Carr for
C.McGovern (57 mins Black Card).

PATRICK MCBREARTY: Down decided to leave Darren
0'Hagan one-on-one with McBrearty at times, and that was a
disastrous call. The Kilcar man was much too powerful for his
oppanent and he scored -3 in a fine showing. 8.5

EOIN MCHUGH: This was Eoin McHugh's best performance
since he joined the senior team. His pace gave Michael Hughes
a torrid time and he won a number of frees. He did make a few
errors, but he injects much needed speed into the team. 8

STEPHEN MCBREARTY: McBrearty went on at right half-
forward and while he didn't see a lot of the ball, he used
possession well when it came his well, and won a free which
Murphy scored. 7

DONEGAL: Peter Boyle; Eamonn : .
Doherty, Neil McGee, Paddy McGrath;
Martin O'Reilly, Ryan McHugh (2-0), %
Anthony Thompson; Michael Murphy %
(0-8, 7fs, 1sideline), Ciaran Thompson

* MAN OF THE MATCH

(0-1); Michael Carroll, Frank McGlynn
(0-1), Eoin McHugh; Patrick McBrearty el
(1-3, 1), Hugh McFadden, Odhran (Michael Murphy}

MacNiallais. Subs: Eamon McGee for
N.McGee (20 mins Black Card), Leo
McLoone (0-2) for Carroll (45 mins
Black Card), Stephen McBrearty for
MacNiallais (53 mins}), Neil Gallagher
for C.Thompson (59 ming), Rory
Kavanagh for O'Reilly (62 mins), Caolan
MeGonagle for R.McHugh (64 mins).

Referee:David Gough (Meath).

Donegal had a number of qood
performers including Ryan
McHugh, Ciaran Thompson, and
Patrick McBrearty. However,
Michae! Murphy's exemplary free- i
taking in the first half when he
scored six placed balls won the
contest for Donegal, and he cun-
tinued to dominate in the second

Donegal's Eoin McHugh gets away hatf. g
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Donegal stay top of the Division
One table after another very im-
pressive display against Cork in Fr.
Tierney Park, Ballyshannon.

Donegal.................2-14
Cork..iivuuiess G v e 1-7

Apart from a brief period when
they hit1-3 af the start of the second
quarter, Cork were neverinthiscon-
test, played in driving rain, but on a
pitch that held up well.

After their bigwinin the opening
game against Down, Donegal were
Jjust as impressive with some out-
standing scores, especially from
Odhran MacNiallais and Patrick
McBrearty. But there was also a
great workrate throughout the field,
led by Paddy McGrath and Neil
MecGee from the back with Eoin
McHugh again showing a remark-
able ability to create havoc while
Martin O'Reilly was also lively. Cap-
tain Michael Murphy, in a roving
role, putin another great shift.

VERY SHARP

Donegal were very sharp in the
opening half and led by 1-4 to 0-0
after 15 minutes. Cork did have a
good period thereafter, but at half-
time Donegal had established a six
point advantage, 1-9 to 1-3.

Patrick  McBrearty, Ciaran
Thompson and Michael Murphy
from a som free had the opening
points. The quality of the scores
were impressive.

The first goal of the game came
on 14 minutes when Martin O'Reilly
combined with Eoin McHugh to cut
through the middle and leave
Brendan O’Connell helpless in the
Cork goal as he found the corner. It
was a thing of beauty with McHugh's
return pass excellent as O'Reilly
hadn't to break stride as he cut
through.

Anthony Thompson added a
quick point but Thompson's op-
ponent, Donal Og Hodnett was
central to a Cork comeback that saw
themreduce the margin toapoint, 1-
4 to 1-3 by the 23rd minute, The
points came from three Daniel
Goulding frees, two of them for fouls
on Hodnett, while the half-forward
wason the end of a good move to fire
past Peter Boyle in the Donegal goal.

It seemed as if all the good
Donegal work had been for nothing,
but they quickly regained com-
posure and took control again in the

final ten minutes of the halfwith five
unanswered points, two of them
wonder scores by Patrick McBrearty
and Odhran MacNiallais, finding
the range from distance. Anthony
Thompson chipped in with his
second point from play in the half.

Cork's frustration was under-
lined in the final minute of the half
when Paul Kerrigan was fouled but
he opted to go for goal but his weakly
hit shot was easily saved.

Donegal had Ciaran Thompson
black carded within 9o seconds of
the restart (and on reviewing on TV
it looked extremelyl harsh) but that
didn't hold Donegal back as they
continued to find the range with
man of the mateh Odhran MacNial-
lais involved in much of their good
work. MacNiallais hit two points
and wasthenonthe endofaglorious
move involving the McHughs and
Neil McGee to fire home the second
goal on 53 minutes.

That goal put Donegal into a 2-13
to1-3lead and there were 62 minutes
on the clock before Cork got their
first point of the second half, a
Daniel Goulding score, which was
their first in 40 minutes.

Before the end Goulding added
two more while Patrick McBrearty
was almost in for a third goal, his
drive just clipping the crossbar on
the way over.

Peter Boyle was commanding in

I brush e

punching clear when Cork
threatened but overall this was a
poor Cork display.

But take nothing away from
Donegal, they again were up for the
contest and their handling and
scoretakingwasequally asgoodasin
their opening win in Newry the pre-
vious weekend.

DONEGAL: Peter Boyle; Eamonn
Doherty, Neil MeGee, Eamon
McGee; Paddy McGrath; Ryan
McHugh, Anthony Thompson (o-
02); Odhran MacNiallais (1-04),
Hugh MecFadden; Eoin MeHugh,
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CORK: Brenaan O'Connell; Colm
O’Driscoll, Jamie O’Sullivan, Kevin
Crowley; Tomas Clancy, Brian
(’Driscoll (0-01), Ruairi Deane; lan
Maguire, Mark Collins (0-01); An-
drew O'Sullivan, Paul Kerrigan,
Donal Og Hodnett (1-00); Daniel
Goulding (0-5,3f), Peter Kelleher,
Brian Hurley. Subs., Donncha
O'Connor for Deane 49; Fintan
Gould for Maguire 53; Kevin

O'Hanlon for Hodnett 55; Colm
O'Neill for Hurley 63; Dan MacEoin
for Goulding 68.

REFEREE:
(Cavan)

Joe  MeQuillan

Frank MeGlynn (o-01), Ciaran
Thompson (0-01); Patrick
MecBrearty  (0-04,2f), Michael

Murphy (0-01,f), Martin O'Reilly (1-
01). Subs,, Rory Kavanagh for C
Thompson, beard 37; Leo McLoone
for O'Reilly 53; Martin McElhinney
for N McGee 55; Eoghan Ban Galla-
gher for E Doherty 58; Neil Gallagher
for H McFadden 63; Michael Carroll
for E McHugh 64,

RYAN McHUGH: A quieter week this
week for MeHugh, but he still contrib-
uted. 7
EQIN McHUGH: Another good display
from the Kilcar man. His all-round game
is good and he had another great block at
the start of the game. 7.5
PATRICK McBREARTY: Marked by
three at times, McBrearty had a very
good game and took some great scores. ;%

Could have had a goal near the end. 8



et br of May

Donegal maintained their good
start to the new season with a
third straight win in yesterday's
victory over Mayo in Sean Mac-
Cumbhaill Park.

Just two points separated the
sides at the finish in a eracking game
played on a beautiful dry crisp day
and hefore one ofthe biggest crowds
seen in Ballybofey for many’s the
long year. ;

The official attendance was given
as 11,000 and the large Donegal sup-
port went home happy after seeing
their favourites with the two pre-
cious league points after been put to
the pin of their collar by the Con-
nacht champions.

Thiswasamost encouraging per-
formance against a top side after
theirfacilewinsover Downand Cork
in the opening two games. The win
moves Donegal to six points and al-
most virtually assured of their top
flight status again next year.

Maya, who lost their opening two
games but had not lost to Donegal
since the 2012 All-Ireland final,
came to Ballybofey intent on of

maintaining their recent good re-

_cord against their opponents.

They certainly began with great
intent and really pinned Donegal
back in their own half early on and
hadthreepointstoDonegal’soneon
the board inside eight minutes.

Evan Regan punished Donegal
with two early close-in frees fol-
lowing fouls on Kevin McLoughlin
and Aidan O'Shea.

MecLoughlin was one of two
changes Mayo made from the team
announced earlier in the week. He
replaced Jason Doherty in the at-
tack. The other Mayochange saw All-
Ireland minor winner, Michael Hall,
replace Mickey Sweeney at corner-
forward.

Donegal manager Rory Gallagher
also made two changes from the
team in the programme. Rory
Kavanagh made his first start since
the 2014 All-Ireland final defeat to

Kerry.

The St Eunan’s man lined up at
midfield alongside Michael
Murphy.

Kavanagh replaced Anthony

Thompson. Gaoth Dobhair teenager
Michael Carroll was the other
Donegal alteration, replacing the in-
jured Ciaran Thompson in the half-
foward line.

Odhran MagcNiallais, playing in
an advanced role, opened Donegal's
account seven minutes into the
game.

But with Mayo continuing to
dominate around the middle of the
park, especially in broken play,
Aidan 0’Shea landed Mayo’s third
point from way out on the left for a

SUper score.

Michael Murphy responded for
Donegal with the first of his five for
the afternoon before Shane Nally,
who exploited an opening on the
right side of the Donegal defence,
edged Mayo into a 0-4. to 0-2 lead by
the end of the first quarter hour,

But skipper Murphy and
Kavanagh responded with
Kavanagh's 20 minute strike tieing
up the game for the first time.

Martin McElhinney replaced Mi-
chael Carroll and with hisfirst touch
the St. Michael's man blazed wide
with only Robert Hennelly to beat
after being sent through by superb
cross field pass from Ryan McHugh.

The sides were level three times
in the closing action packed ten
minutes with Hennelly, and
MecBrearty and Lee Keegan and Ryan
McHugh and Regan and Murphy
trading points, before Brendan Har-
rison edged Mayo ahead in injury
fime, 0-8to 0-7.

Ryan McHugh, superb at wing
back, tied up the game on 0-8 each
inside 20 seconds of the restart..

Regan and McBrearty traded
points before MacNiallais with a
trade mark strike kicked Donegal
into the lead for the first time to lead

character to
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0-10 t00-g by the 40th minute.

But Donegal were reeling five
minutes later when Diarmaid
(’Connor converted from the pen-
alty spot after Regan was tripped by
Peter Boyle.

The game got scrappy for a
period. Neil Gallagher replaced
Hugh McFadden after the Killybegs
man had been booked. The big
Glenswilly man onlylasted aminute
before he was black carded for a trip
on a Mayo player.

Murphy steadied the Donegal
ship with a ‘45’ to reduce the margin
to two once more, 1-10 to 0-11. And
with the intensity levels up a notch
MeBrearty from a 40 metre free
madeitapointgamewithalittle over
aquarter of an hour remaining.

And with Donegal back in the
grove, the move of the match led to
the Donegal goal. Anthony
Thompson turned over Mayojustin-
side his own half before quickly
transferring to Christy Toye, in the
middle of the field. Taye carried be-
fore laying off to Kavanagh who in
furn found the inrushing Leo
MeLoone, who carried and steadied
before smashing past Hennelly for a
super goal and the lead once more
for Donegal.

Donegal leading 1412 to 1-10 were
not going to be caught as Murphy
and MgcBrearty knocked over
clinching points with Hennelly from
a ‘a5’ and Seamus O’'Shea from play

responding for the men from the
west.

After a slow start and being
under siege early one, Donegal re-
grouped well to deservedly win
againstaMayosidethat wereupfora
battle.

Donegal head to Kerry next
weekend with full points from their
three games and with an eye on a
place in a league semi-final at least
were much within their grasp

Donegal: P Boyle; E McGee, N
MecGee, P McGrath; R McHugh (0-2),
F McGlynn, E Doherty; O MacNial-
lais (0-2), H McFadden; R Kavanagh
(0-1), M Carroll, E McHugh; P
McBrearty (0-4.3f), M Murphy (o-
5.3f45), M O'Reilly. Subs., M McEl-
hinney for Carroll 18; A Thompson
for E Doherty ht; N Gallagher for H
MecFadden 47; C Toye for Gallagher,
beard 49; Leo MeLoone (1-0) for E
McGee 51; Caolan Ward for M O’'Re-
illy 69

Mayo: R Hennelly (0-2,£45); B
Harrison (o-1), G Cafferkey, K Hig-
gins: L Keegan (0-1), C Boyle, 5 Nally
(0-1); T Parsons, J Gibbons; D
0O'Connor (1-0, pen), A O'Shea (0-1),C
O'Shea; E Regan (0-4.4f), K
MeLoughlin, M Hall. Subs,, C Loftus
{0-1) for Higgins 21); Andy Moran for
E Regan 50; Donal Vaughan for S
Nally 53; Seamus O’'Shea (0-1) for
Gibbons 63; Jason Doherty for D
O’Connor 69.

Referee: B Cassidy (Derry).



KERRY 113
DONEGAL 1

e-maif: Spart@donegaldemocrat.com
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Donegal's wait for a league win in
Kerry goes on as they went down
by five points in a feisty affair in
Austin Stack Park, Tralee yes-

terday.

The game was not for the faint
hearted with two red cards in the
opening half; two black cards
within 30 seconds for Kerry and a
number of unseemly melees.

The first of these came about
after a hop ball after six minutes
with players rolling around on the
ground.

Then away from thataction,ared
card was shown to Kerry full-for-
ward Alan Fitzgerald after a tussle
with Neil McGee. The Donegal full-
back had to go off with a suspected
broken nose but returned after half-
time.

The second red came after an-
other melee on 20 minutes which
ended with Leo McLoone being
given his marching orders. At the
same lime Michael Murphy was
dragged to the ground without any
Kerry player being punished.

It was that sort of game, and ref-
eree EddieKinsellahad plentyonhis
plate.

The game was not helped also by

a gale force breeze which Kerry had
at their backs in the opening half.
They were in front after a minute
when Donnchadh Walsh worked his
way through to fist the opening
point.

Bryan Sheehan, one of the Kerry
players lucky to stay on the field
after the melees, had a second point
from a '45' before Michael Murphy
pointed after Leo McLoone was
fouled.

Donnchadh Walsh fisted a
second point but Murphy replied
after afoul on Ryan McHugh.

Kerry then moved five clear with
Bryan Sheehan showing his full
array of place kicking, finding the
range from all distances to extend
the lead to 0-7 to 0-2 by the 28th
minute.

Double black card

There wasadoubleblack card for
Kerry on 25 minutes, Shane Enright
and Denis Daly sent to the bench
within seconds of each other; En-
right for a tackle on the 45m line
while Daly was reported for a third
man tackle on Ryan McHugh, who
was trying to make arun.

Donegal hit back with a Patrick
McBrearty point from a free and
they were unlucky to see the ball
come back off an upright on two oc-
casions from Rory Kavanagh and
Hugh McFadden.

HALF-TIME: DONEGAL 0-3, KERRY 0-
7

Donegal introduced Neil Galla-
gher and Martin McElhinney at half-

time and they had a blistering
opening to the second half hitting

four points inside seven minutes to

level matters at 0-7 each.

It started with Patrick McBrearty
taking a long delivery from Neil
Gallaghertofiretowardsgoalbuthis
effort was deflected for a ‘45" Mi-
chael Murphy converted the '45'and
then Patrick McBrearty (free), Neil
Gallagher and McBrearty again
from a free, pointing.

But they were not abletopushon
and they were cut open for the Kerry
goal on 56 minutes. A quick free
found Kieran Donaghy in space and
he found Peter Crowley driving
through to fire past Peter Boyle.

Three points

Kerry, with the initiative, hit the
next three points from two Sheehan
frees and another fisted effort from
Donnechadh Walshtoopenthegapto
1-10t0 0-7.

Donegal were given hope again
when an Eoin McHugh sideline was
fielded by Michael Murphy, who
turned and drove to the roof of the
net.

Murphy added a free after
Christy Toye was fouled on 60
minutes but that was to be their last
score.

In the final minutes Kerry added
further points from Sheehan (free),
another fisted point from Barry
John Keane and their only score
from play from Colm 'Gooch’ Cooper
inthe 7and minute.

Overall, Kerry were the better
side, but Donegal had a brief chance

Donegal lose out to Ker

Neil McGee of Donegal is helped from the action after
Photo: ©INPHO/Cathal Noonan

when they got level, but then their
discipline was suspect as they stood
too close to frees, which were moved
on. This was a feature of the game,
notjustin the second half.

The defeat, their first of the cam-
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paign, will give them plenty to
ponder on before the visit of high
flying Roscommon on Sunday next.

Roscommon kept their excellent
run of results going yesterday with a
home victory over Down.

Dublin are now the only side in
Division One with a 100 per cent re-
cord when they came from behind
to beat Cork on Saturday night in
Croke Park.

Donegal: Peter Boyle; Eamonn
Doherty, Neil McGee, Paddy Me-
Grath; Eoghan Ban Gallagher, Ryan

' McHugh, Anthony Thompson; Rory

Kavanagh, Michael Murphy (1-
4.3f/45); Leo McLoone, Hugh Mc-
Fadden, Eoin McHugh; Patrick
MeBrearty (0-3,2f), Odhran MacNi-
allais, Martin O'Reilly. Subs., Neil

| Gallagher (0-1) for H McFadden;

Martin McElhinney for Doherty,
both ht; Christy Toye for Thompson

54

Kerry: Brian Kelly; Marc O Se
Mark Griffin, Shane Enright; Peter
Crowley (1-0), Aidan O'Mahony,
Fionn Fitzgerald; Kieran Donaghy,
Bryan Sheehan (0-8;7f,45); Denis
Daly, Paul Murphy, Donnchadh
Walsh (0-3); Darran O'Sullivan,
Alan Fitzgerald, Stephen O'Brien.
Subs., Colm Coopere {0-1) for Daly;
Padraig O'Connor for Enright,
both black cards 27; Johnny
Buckley for Donaghy; Barry John
Keane (0-1) for O'Brien, both 58;
Brendan O'Sullivan for Crowley 67;
Aidan Walsh for D O'Sullivan 70.
Referee: Eddie Kinsella (Laois)
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Irrepressible Roscommon underlilﬁ
y

Division!

status as ateam going places quic

McStay delighted team can look forward
to more top flight football next season

Margin of victory could have been
wider but for fine saves by Boyle

Keith Duggan
AtO’Donnell Park

The Rossies are turning to into
a thrilling flying column of a
football team. After their open-
ing day defeat—to Monaghan in
a Kiltoom tornado - they have
gone to Kerry, Cork and now
Donegal and didn’t so much
make raids as proclamations.

They look like a side that be-
longsin elite company.

True, Donegal have a weirdly
miserable record in Letterken-
ny with just two wins in 13
matchesnow. Buttheyaren’tac-
customed to being bossed
around in their own vack yard
and that is what happened
here, A total of 1-19 is a hand-
some score line to post in
March. And savefor two fine, re-
flex saves by Peter Boyle, the
Donegal defence would have
been thoroughly ransacked.

There is a wonderful inno-
cence about this Roscommon
team: they haven't been afraid
to celebrate these landmark
league wins or to show it means
something. They are a young
team on the up.

“Today is great because we
are absolutely nailed-on Divi-
sion One next year, which is a
big thing forus, abig target,” en-

thused Kevin McStay. It wasno-
table that McStay and Liam
McHale took to the stands
armed with note books and Cor-
nettos, leaving Fergal O'Don-
nellto patrol the sideline,
“We'll get another seven
games next year into these
young boys. It’s great: we
played quite well and there’sno
denying it. We were dreaming
about beating Donegal up in
Donegal and now we’ve done it.
Coming into the game, and I'll
be dead on honest, we’'d have
been very realistic that we
could have got a scotching to-
dayif we were alittle bitoff.”

Free-running

From minute one, the home
team looked startled by the
pace, invention and confidence
of the Roscommon attack. Cap-
tain Ciaran Murtagh set the
tone by shaking off Ryan
McHugh with an early shoulder

to supply the tree=running Niall

Daly with his first point.

They pressed the Donegal
kick-out and crowded their 45
metre line. They rotated their
inside forwards, with big Senan
Kilbride the go-to man. They
had willing support runners in
Sean McDermottand Niall Mcl-
nerney. They had their full-

back, Neil Collins, shadow Mi-
chael Murphy all over the pitch.
They confined to Donegal to
just one score from play. They
finished the half with just two
wides.

The second of those stunned
the home crowd as Niall Daly
ballooned wide with the Done-
gal goal at his mercy. Daly had
tortured Donegal in the first
half, He was a late replacement

We were

‘ dreaming
about beating
Donegal and now
we've donge it

for Ian Kilbride and promptly
gave the selectors something to
think about, popping up every

where and firing three nifty

points.

“They got off to a blistering
start and we never looked like
pegging it back,” acknowl-
edged Rory Gallagher.

“We rode our luck for a long
while and we were lucky to be
only five points down at
half-time.”

Donegal feil intoa 0-13 to 0-6
hole early in the second half be-
fore they finally roused them-

selves. The introduction of

Christy Toye gave them central

strength and directness and for
10 minutes, Murphy absolutely
lorded it over the crowd.

It is a frustration to see him

trail behind the play so much
when he terrifies defences
wherntever he is on the ball. He
contested three balls as a con-
ventional  edge-of-square
full-forward. The result was 0-2
and a half-pass away from a
goal chance. Roscommon were
outscored 0-6 to 0-2 in 14 min-
utes, with the hard-running
Eoin McHugh finding gaps in
the visitors defence.

Sillytackles
Twoincidents-Odhran MacNi-
allas’s dismissal for two silly
tackles and Cathal Cregg’s bril-
liant 58th minute goal on the
counter-attack - ended Done-
gal’s chances. :
“Wewerewell and truly beat-
en,” said Gallagher. “We were
beaten by the better, hungrier
team. It was too open for ourlik-
ing. We responded well in the
second half and we kept at it.
The sending off was a critical
moment, but there was no deny-
ing that Roscommon were
much sharper. It was a lethar-
gic display against a very hun-
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gryteam. We got to gripswith it
well at the start of the second
half, but us losing the man
made it easy for them. Look,
they were just sharper and they
were just hungrier.”

Few teams can declare them-
selves safe as the Allianz league
enters its last phase. Roscom-
mon can. If summer is as
smooth, the Primrose County
willbe in dreamland.

ROSCOMMON: G Claffey; SMcDermott,N
Collins,NMclnerney, R Stack, SPurcell,0
Murray; CEregg (0-5, three frees), N Daty
{0-3);C Daly(0-1),C Murtagh(0-6, five
frees), G Devaney (0-1);C Connolly, SKilbride,
CCregg(1-2). Subs:NKilroyforC Daly(36
mins, be), E Smith{@-1) for CConnolty (52
mins),CComptonforNDaly (56 mins),J
MeManus for R Stack BBmins).

DONEGAL:P Boyle;PMcGrath, EMcGee, A
Thompson; £ Doherty, R MeHugh (0-1),£
Gallagher;R Kavanagh, N Gallagher;M Murphy
{0-7, four frees), MO'Reilly, M McEthinney, &
MacNiallais (G-1), EMcHugh (0-1),P
McBrearty (0-6, frees). Subs: MMcHugh for
AThormpson{ 22mins), K Lacey for £ McGee (32
mins),C Toye (0-1) for NGallagher (hatf-time),
S McBrearty forMMcElhinney (50 mins).N
Gallagher for E Galtagher (65 mins).

Referee:P Hughes {Armagh).
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Donegal suffocate the life out of Easter
3s traditionalists choke on thelr eggs

McManamon provides the guile as
patient Dublin pass Donegal test

Champions finally wear the visitors's
defensive set-up down in the second half

McMahon's well-worked late goal
effectively ends Donegal's resistance

110

0-7

Sean Moran
at CrokePark

There were further signs at
Croke Park on Saturday that
Dublin footballers are becom-
ing more resistant to the tactics
of ultra-defence. They certainly
got a strong inoculation from
Donegal, who reprised the ap-

proach of the 2011 All-Ireland
semi-final by keeping virtually
everyone behind the ball in
front ofa crowd of 23,340,

So pronounced was this pat-
ternthatat onestage 29 players
were within one of the 455 and

- just before half-time Ryan

McHugh sprang onto a turno-
ver ball and streaked away only
to find none of his team-mates
were within 50 metres of him.

Impressive game

Dublin recorded a sixth win in
as many outings despite resting
such important front-liners as
Diarmuid Connolly, Cian O'Sul-
livan and captain Stephen Clux-
ton, whose understudy Michael
Savage had an impressive
game, directing his kick-outs
with assurance and producing a
fingertip save to deny Eoin
McHugh a second-minute goal.

Dublin won because they
showed the patience necessary
to absorb Donegal’s best shots
and create enough space for
scores. They led narrowly
ahead at the break having
played into a strong wind, and
ultimately wore the opposition
down in a final half-hour that
saw the holders outscore the vis-
itors by1-5 to O-1.

Dublin manager Jim Gavin
was asked did he think it had
been entertaining viewing.

“No.Twouldn'tsayit’sapret:
ty game to watch at all,” he
said.” “It’s not the way we play
the game, not by choice. There
is no right and wrong way to
play Gaelic football. Teams de-
cide on it themselves. We've a
particular way of playing foot-
ball in Dublin. It's expressive
and creative ...”

His Donegal counterpart
Rory Gallagher denied that
they had deliberately set out to
turn the match into a crowd
scenewith alavish budget.

“If defenders are pushing up
- we don't set out to have 15
back. Yes we'd a few men back
and Patrick and Leo were in-
side and ended up chasing their
own men back. Dublin commit-
ted 15 into our half and it’s not

as if we're going to leave their
men free.”

The match turned away from
Donegal in the 5lst minute
when Michael Murphy was sent
off for a second yellow card af-
ter a sliding tackle on Ciardn
Kilkenny. James MeCarthy
joinedhim for hisrolein the me-
lee that followed.

Video of the Dublin player’s
hand making contact with the
eye area of Martin McElhinney
provided the main talking point
although Murphy was also seen
making contact with a lower

6‘_’!‘5}@:;‘@ is no
right or
wrong way to play

Gzaclic fmt‘balk
Teams decide on it

but also sensitive area of McCa-
rthy’s anatomy in the preceding
incident.

Dublin will anxiously await
the report of referee Conor
Lane to see if McCarthy re-
ceived his second yellow for the
McElhinney incident—in which
case it will be deemed to have
been dealt with - or if Croke
Park’s CCCC decide the matter

warrants further investigation.

“We need to have a look on
tape,” said Gavin when asked
about the sending-off.”

Gallagher said thattherehad
been noreaction to the incident
in the Donegal dressing-room.
“I didn’t see anything and none
of our players are complaining
aboutanything. Definitely not.”

McCarthy has been playing
well this season but Donegal
lost more in the dismissals, los-
ing their talisman Murphy.

Familiar speed .
Asthe playloosened, Dublin hit
their stride. Man of the Match
Kevin McManamon whose fa-
miliar speed across the turf was
complemented by quick think-
ing, excellent decision maling
and accurate shooting - he
scored 0-3 from play and pro-
vided assists for 1-2, including a
perfect fist pass for Philip Me-
Mahon to run onto and main-
tain his status as the game’s
most prolific corner back.

That 66th-minute goal effec-
tivelyended the contest, as Don-
egal had struggled despite Pat-
rick McBrearty's efforts and
the relentless running of Ryan
McHugh to chase the
three-point leads that Dublin

® Dublin’s James McCarthy
clashes with Donegal’s Martin

~McEthinney during the Allianz

League Division One game at
Croke Park. PHOTOGRAPH: DONALL
FARMER/INPHO

had twice built.

‘Dublin can be pleased with
performances of Brian Fenton
at centrefield, who broke
through to pointa definite goal
chance in the 55th minute, and
Ciaran Kilkenny who played an
energetic role at both ends in
his side’s cause. :

DUBLIN: MSavage, P McMahon(1-0),J
Cooper,DByme; JMcCarthy, ELowndes,J
Smalt:BFenton (0-1), DBastick{capt) P Fiyan,
KMcManamon (0-3),C Kithenny (0-1),C
Costelio(0-3, twofrees), P Andrews{0-1).8
Brogan, Subs:DRock (0-1} for Brogan(41
mins),EBConghaile for Bastick(45 mins), SB
Carthyfor Lowndes {53 mins), MFitzsimons for
Smatt{53mins), T Brady for Costello (58 mins),
DDalyfor McManamon (70 mins}.
DONEGAL MAMcGinley;P McGrath.E
McGee (0-1),C Gillespie;: M O'Reilly, R McHugh,
AThompson;MMurphy (capt; 0-1),0Mac
Niallais(0-1);RKavanagh(0-1) KLacey E
McHugh; PMcBrearty (0-3,one free),L
McLoone, HMcFadden; Subs: M MeHughfor
MeGrath (41 mins),MMcElhinaey for MeLoone
{45 mins},EB Gallagher for Thompson (59
mins).C Toye for HMcFadden (89 mins) C
McFadden for Lacey (85 mins), M Carrolt for
Kavanagh(73mins).

Referee:CLane(Cork)
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Donegal suffered their fourth win
on the trot but remarkably are
still in the semi-final of the Allianz
League Division One.

Monaghan..............1-10
Donegal. ..ot coverand 1-9

It took aninjury time point from
corner-back Colin Walshe to save
Monaghan's Division One status in
a competitive game in Cas-
tleblayney.

Monaghan looked at sea in the
first half but they found their way
inthefinal quarterto get the much-
needed victory.

There was plenty of tension at
the end of the game as the sides
were level with time up, However,
the Farney men showed the greater
will towin. Donegallost two players
inadded time to black cards.

In an open first half, Donegal
were completely on top early on
and by the 19th minute, led by 1-4.to
0-0.

Michael Murphyhad Donegalon
the board inside a minute and the

~well worked point,

McHugh cousins
addedtwomoreas
Monaghan were
really struggling.

A free won and
converted by
Patrick MecBrearty
had Donegal in control and then
Donegal opened up the Monaghan
defence for Martin McElhinney to
fire Donegal seven points clear on
19 minutes. McElhinney had com-
bined with Leo McLoone and the
St. Michael's man finished in style.

But Monaghan suddenly found
their shooting boots and Dermot
Malone found a gap in the Donegal
defence to set up Daniel McKenna.
His first effort was stopped but he
picked up therebound to fire tothe
net,

McKenna added a point imme-
diately and even though Michael
Murphy found the range from a
free, Darren Hughes and Conor Me-
Manus with two, cut the gap to two
points as half-time approached.

Donegal finished the half with a
Patrick
McBrearty at the end of the move to
leave Donegal 1-7 to 1-4 in front at
the break.

The second half was more open
as both sides found the going diffi-
cult, Once again it was Conor Mc-
Manus who got Monaghan back in
the game with a free after just 37
seconds.

Donegal had a goal chance on 39

minutes as
Odhran Mac-
Niallais found
Patrick
McBrearty

. 4 \-b
o M with a cross-
ey % field ‘ball.

AT
MecBrearty won the ball well and
turned his man but Ryan Wylie
made a great block as McBrearty
went for goal with hisright.

Michael Murphy converted a
'45' on 45 minutes, while McManus
replied from a free. Anthony
Thompson tore forward to hit a
good Donegal point to:put them
three clear again on 54 minutes,
but they were not to raise another
flag and that was the reason they
didn't get anything from the
match.

Monaghan, with the crowd get-

. ting behind them, came forward in

droves and thanks to some favour-
able refereeing decisions, Ryan
McAnespie and two Conor Mec-
Manus frees had them level with
five minutes of normaltime left.

With both sides out on their
feet, Donegal lost Neil McGee to a
harsh black card as the game
entered added time. Kieran Hughes
was wide from the free, but then
with four of the five added minutes
played, Colin Walshe stole up along
the sideline to fire over what
proved to be a very valuable winner
for Monaghan to keep them in Divi-
sion One for next season.

Eoin McHugh
Credit @INPHO/Andrew Paton

. McHugh
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For Donegal, there will be plenty

~ to ponder, having led by seven
 peints at one stage in the first half,
. but they willl be happy with some

aspects of the performance.
Monaghan: Rory Beggan; Colin

- Walshe (0-01), Drew Wylie, Ryan
. Wylie; Dessie Mone, Finta Kelly,
. Karl O’Connell;
i DarrenHughes(0-01); Vinny Corey,

Neil MecAdam,

Dermot Malone, Kieran Hughes;
Ryan McAnespie (0-01), Daniel

. McKenna (1-01), Conor McManus

(0-06,5f). Subs: Thomas Kerr for
Mone 47; Owen Duffy for Malone

. 53; Conor MeCarthy for McKenna

9

Donegal: Mark Anthony Me-
Ginley; Paddy MecGrath, Neil
MeGee, Frank MeGlynn; Ryan
(0-01), Anthony
Thompson (0-01), Eoin McHugh (o-
01); Michael Murphy (o-3 ,2f, 45),
Odhran MacNiallais (0-01); Rory

| Kavanagh, Leo McLoone, Martin
! McElhinney (i-00),

Hugh Me-
Fadden, Patrick McBrearty (o-
02,1f), Marty O'Reilly. Subs., Colm
McFadden for E McHugh 53
Eamon McGee for O'Reilly 59;
Christy Toye for McLoone 64;
Stephen MecBrearty for McEL
hinney 65; Eamonn Doherty for N
McGee, beard 70; Mark MeHugh for
H McFadden beard 74
Referee: Rory Hickey (Clare)



Donegal slumped to their fifth
straight defeat in a row when
going down to Dublin in a one-
sided Allianz League semi-final in
Croke Park. /

Teri points separated the sidesat
the end and the ten point winning
margin in ne way flattered the
reigning league and All-Ireland
champions, who were much the
better side,

Donegal only played in fits and
starts and never really found their
rhythm against a Dublin side
without Diarmuid Connolly, Mi-
chael Darragh Macauley and Kevin
McManamon.

Dublin showed two changes
from the sidé named by Jim Gavin.
Cian O’Sullivan replaced Eric
Lowdnes at centre half-back and
Paul Mannion replaced Diarmuid
Connolly in the forward line

Donegal showed three changes
from the team that started against
Monaghan in Cistleblayney seven
days earlier.

Eamonn MeGee, Karl Lacey and

FIREPOWER FO

Kieran Gillespie came
in for Anthony
Thompson, Eoin

~ M¢Hugh and Hugh Me-
- Fadden.

The double champions played
into the Davin Stand End and with a
strong wind in their backs they
started well and with Donegal de-
fending in numbers their patient
build up yielded three points to
Donegal’s one in the opening nine
minutes.

Dean Rock, from a close in free;
Ciaran Kilkenny and Paddy An-
drews, both from play, scored for the
All-Ireland champions.

In between the Dubs two
opening strikes Patrick McBrearty,
from a 20 metre free after Neil
McGee charged up the field and was
fouled, hit the Donegal point.

Dean Rock from play after

Odhran MacNiallais had snuffed a
glorious chance at the other end,
made it 0-4.to 0-1 with 11 minutes on
the clock. :

Donegal were on the back foot at.

this stage although the defensive
system was holding up reasonably
and really made the reigning cham-
pions work for their scores.

And the small smattering of
Donegal supporters in the crowd of
31,324 would have been reasonably
happy when Michael Murphy con-
verted twice in quick succession to
reduce the gap to one, 0-4 to 0-3, at
the end of the first quarter.

The first of those frees from 44
metres off the ground was a super
score and the second was from

much closer range, just
outside the D.

Rory Kavanagh was win-
ning a lot of ball around the
middle and the MeGees were
making forays forward at every op-
portunity.

Dublin were moving the ball well
and Dean Rock and man ofthe of the
mateh Ciaran Kilkenny stretched
the Dublin lead out to 0-6 to 0-3 be-
fore Martin McElhinney with the
Donegal score of the day made it a
two point game once more with a
little over 12 minutes to the break.

MecElhinney splittheHill16 posts
after good combination play from
Kieran Gillespie, Ryan McHugh and
Stephen McBrearty.

But Dublin pulled away again and
Rock, Andrews and Kilkenny all hit
the target to open up an 0-9 to 0-4.
lead with five minutes to go to half-
time.

Rory Kavanagh also denied
Bernard Brogan what looked like a
certain goal during this spell too be-
fore Murphy and McBrearty kept
the Donegal side of the scoreboard
ticking to reduce the margin to
three again, 0-9 to 0-6. But before
half-time Paul Mannion and James
McCarthy popped over two late
points to send Dublin in 0-11 to 0-6
up.

The signs were not good but with
thewind in their backsin thesecond
period there was some hope held
out for a Donegal revival.

But the lights were dimmed on
that aspiration inside the opening
minutes of the second period when

sweeping move to slide the ball
under the advancing Mark Anthony
MeGinley for a the game’s only goal
and ai1-11to 0-6 Dublin lead.

Patrick McBrearty pulled a point
back before Philly McMahon gotfor-
ward to score a trademark point.

Dublin were easing through the
gearsat this stageas theyattackedin
waves and Mark Anthony McGinley
saved well to deflect a Paul Mannon
shot on the target out for a 45.

Rock converted the ‘45" and John
Small drove forward to make it 1-14,

to 0-7 before McBrearty kicked
Donegal’ssecond pointofthehalfon
48 minutes.

° Mannion added another Dublin
point before Donegal hit three in-a-
row two, McBrearty frees and one
Murphy free.

But Dublin responded with three

of their own on the bounce from
Cormac Costelloe, Johnny Cooper
and Eric Lowndes to make it 1-18 to
0-ntonthe hour mark.

Michael Murphy was uncharac-
ieristically wide from 35 metres be-
fore in the closing minutes
MecBrearty and Brogan traded two
pointseach asthe clockran downon
alopsided second half,
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Donegal: Mark Anthony M
Ginley; Paddy McGrath, Neil McGee;
Bamon MecGee, Martin O'Reilly,
Ryan McHugh, Kieran Gillespie; Mi-
chael Murphy, Odhran MacNiallais;
Karl Lacey, Leo McLoone, Frank

McGlynn; Patrick McBrearty(o-
8,5f), Michael Murphy (0-4,4f),
Martin McElhinney (o-1) Subs:
Stephen McBrearty for M O'Reilly
(13); Caolan McGonagle for MacNial-
lais (50); Colm McFadden for Martin
McElhinney (55); Eoghan Ban’
Gallagher for L McLoone (66);
Christy Toye for R Kavanagh (67);
Jack O’Brien for Gillespie (70).
Dublin: Stephen Cluxton; Philly
MecMahon {(o-1), Johnny Cooper (o-
1), David Byrne; John MeCarthy (0-1),
Cian O'Sullivan, John Small (0-1);
Brian Fenton, Denis Bastick; Paul
Flynn, Paddy Andrews (0-2), Claran
Kilkenny (0-3); Dean Rock '(o-
g,3f145), Paul Mannion (0-2)
Bernard Brogan (1-2). Subs: Cormac
Costelloe (0-1) for P Andrews (44);
EricLowndes{o-1) for D Bastick (48):
Shane B Carthy for P Flynn (50):
Kevin O’Brien for J Cooper (61);
Shane Carthy for CO’Sullivan (68).
Referee: M Deegan (Laois).
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