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18™ Jan Dungiven
21 Jan Healy Park

24" Jan  Final

Healy Park

2009

Team Manager: John Joe Doherty
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Ulster Senior Football Championship

14" June

19" July Ulster final

All Ireland Qualifiers 2009

4t July MacCumbhaill Park
12 July
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ISP uly Markievies Park
01 Aus Croke Park

23™ Aug, Semi Final

30™ Aug Semi final

20" Sept.  Final
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Kerry
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1-13
2-08
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National Football League. - 2009 Allianz NFL Division 1

1 Feb Austin Stack Park

14™ Feb O’Donnell Park

8" March Fr. Tierney Park

15" March Pearse Stadium

21°* March - MacCumbhaill Park

12" April Mullingar

12™ April Watty Graham Park
Final
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Team Pld
Kerry 7
Derry 7
Galway 7
Mayo 7
Tyrone 7
Dublin 7
Donegal 7
Westmeath 7
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Diff
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Queen’s Uni.
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Tuesday, 6th January, 2009

Gaelic Life Dr. McKenna Cup, Section One

John Joe off to winning start

GONEGAL 314

w013
Report: Peter Campbell
Photos: Conc r McGon: gle

If a good start is half the battle, then John Joe
Doherty can be very pleased with his team's
display in his first competitive game in charge
on Sunday when Donegal proved much teo
strong for Jordanstown in MacCumhaill Park.
VAith'ough short his preferred captain, Rory
Kavanagh, and a number of other panellists,
Doherty saw his side give a polished display which
had a more direct s;tyle: than in the past few years.
The mixture of youth and experience worked well
with Brian Roper (captain for the day) excelling up

There were welcome returns als

injury for Brendan Boyle and ‘
while Ciaran Bonner also showed plenty
appetite after almost a year out.. :
.Donegal led by 0-9 to 0-5 at the break and could

have been much further ahead 'as they hit Six
wides, some of them from good positions late in
the half,

Some of their scores were very well constructed
with Brendan Boyle providing some great first-.
time ball and Brian Roper creating and scoring
chances,

Stephen Griffin hit five first half points, opening’
the scoring from a free affer three minutes and
closing with his only other free two minutes from
the break.

The other points came from Roper (2), Ciaran
Bonner (2) and Leon Thompson. At one stage
Donegal’led by 0-5 to 0-1 and again by 0-8 to 0-3.

but thangs to three pointed frees wom Ciaran
Donnelly (two of them top class from near the
sideline) and two from play from Stephen McAleer
and half-back Brendan Boggs, kept the Poly in
‘touch.

However, the Students were hit a bitter blow on
the 18th and 20th minutes when they lost two
players “to yellow cards under ithe new
experimental rules. Stephen McAlee_i;\ who was
probably their best player at that stage; was very
unlucky as he came in to tackle Barry Monaghan
who was stretching to take a poor pass. The tackle
was clumsy and it was the end of McAleer's

volvement. Two minutes later he was joined by
half-forward Kieran Nolan,

Jordanstown had to adjust with full-forward Niall
McKeever going to midfield.
. After the half-time team talk the Students were
much improved early in the second half and
points from Thomas McCann inside 30 seconds,
Niall McKeever and a Donnelly free to two from
Stephen Griffin, had them within three points
with eight minutes of the new half gone.

They were struck a severe blow two minutes later
as Donegal got their first goal. There was a certain

: amount of fortune invelved as Ciaran Bonner went

for a point from a narrow angle but the ball came
in low across the goal and Brian Roper got in front
of his marker to palm home from close range.
 Stephen Griffin added a point within a minute
and suddenly Donegal were well clear, 1-12 to 0-8.
Ciaran Donnelly (free) and Ciaran Bonner traded
points before Jordanstown hit three unanswered
‘points from Donnelly (two frees) and Danny
Mulholland to reduce the margin to four once
more with 10 minutes left.
But there was to be no fairytale ending as
Donegal struck for the second goal in the 62nd
minute. A Ross Wherity centre was contested by
Stephen Griffin and it fell to Michael Doherty who
was hauled back as he went for goal. From the
penalty, Stephen Griffin fired to Greg Kelly's left
o end the game as a contest.
Ciaran Bonner added a point before Ross Wherity
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put the gloss finis

h on the result, hammering

home in style from 20 metres with three minutes

left.
Ciaran Donnelly

had the final point, his eighth

pointed free in the 69th minute but overall it was
2 mediocre display from the Students who were

just a pale
Donegal at the same stage last year

For John Joe Doherty, it was a very
‘Jsatisfactory start, given that there was hardly
Any preparation. There was also very good
discipline in the side losing only Paddy
McDaid to a yellow card with ten minutes
left. McDaid's yellow saw the return to county
colours of Raymond Sweeney, who was one of
a number of players that were drafted late
into the Donegal panel because of injury,

" holidays, etc.

The win sets Donegal up well for their

;econd game in the group when they have*

ermanagh in Fr.  Tierney Park,
Ballyshannon on Sunday next. Fermanagh
drew their first game at home to Derry on
Sunday.
_Donegal: Paul Durcan; Frank McGlyrin,
Bamonn McGee, Paddy McDaid; Charlie
Byrne, Barry Monaghan, Shane McGowan;
Neil Gallagher, Brendan Boyle (0-1); Ciaran
Bonner (0-3), David Walsh, Brian Roper (1-2);
Leon Thompson (0-1), Ryan Bradley, Stephen
Griffin {17,pen,20). Subs., Ross Wherity (1-0)
for Walsh; Michael Doherty for Bradley;
Raymond Sweeney for McDaid; Kevin
MecMenamin for Thompson; Odhran Doherty
for Roper

UUJ: Greg Ke

: idan Girvan, Colm
Murney, Gareth Haughey; Conor Galligan,
Darren Hughes, Brendan Boggs (0-1); James
Colgan, Stephen McAleer (0-1); Kieran Nolan,
Thormas MeCann (| an
8f); Declan Murphy, Niall McKeever (0-1),
Danny ~Mutholland (0-1). Subs., Kevin
‘Anderson for McAleer; Peter Hughes for
Nolan: Sean Murdock for D Murphy; Cathal

shadow of the side which defeated

MeCaffrey for Colgan

Referee: Martin Sludden (Tyrone)

Yellow cards - Donegal: Paddy McDaia,
UUT: Stephen McAleer, Kieran Nolan.

Man of the match

Ciaran Donnelly was the only Jordanstown
player who excelled but for Donegal there
were plenty of contenders including Charlie
Byrne, Brian Roper and Stephen Griffin.
Roper had a marvellous game, both scoring
and linking defence and attack. However, the
award goes to Griffin who hit 1-7 and showed
that if he gets a reasonable supply, he can
certainly hit the target,

Turning point

The first goal 10 minutes into the second
half ecertainly gave Donegal a clear edge.
Brian Roper did well to get in front of his‘man
{0 get to Ciaran Bonner's cross, although it
seemed as if Bonner was going for a point.

Ref watch

There was great anticipation about the new
experimental rules but in fairness the game
was played very sportingly and accordingly
referee, Martin Sludden, had an easy enough
task and performed it well. The three yellow
cards could not be argued with although
Stephen McAleer was very unlucky as he his
tackle' on Barry Monaghan was exacerbated
because Monaghan had received a poor pass
and was stretching at the time.
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Donegal make it two out of two

Donegal more or less booked their place in the
last four of the Dr McKenna Cup with victory
over Fermanagh at a windswept Fr Tierney Park
in Ballyshannon on Sunday.

With two wins from two games and Just one
fixture remaining - away to Derry next Sunds;
Dénegal top Section A on four points, while Derry
and Fermanagh have only a point apiece, which
means only University of Ulster Jordanstown ¢an
catch John Joe Doherty’s side. Donegal have a
healthy scoring difference compared with the
students after a 3-14 to 0-13 win on opening day.

UUIJ registered a surprise victory over Derry on
Sunday, but will have to beat Fermanagh by a
significant scoreline in Enniskillen tomorrow
night if they are to dislodge Donegal off the top
spot.

While it is hard to read much into games at this
time of year, manager Doherty will be pleased with
his progress thus far, and gqualification and the
prospect of a fourth game will provide further
warm up for the National Football League.

Neil Gallagher produced a man of the match
display in the middle of the field and along with
Brendan Boyle, who once again started well before
fading, gave their side a firm foothold in the
middle.

Class

Conall Dunne turned in a top class performance
at centre-forward and proved a good link between
attack and midfield, while Kevin McMenamin had
a good second half and ended up the top scorer
with four points; three of them from frees. Odhran
Doherty and Leon Thompson showed good
promise in the first half but were not near as
effective after the break.

In a defence that was not overworked Paddy
McDaid, Barry Monaghan, Charlie Byrne and
Frank McGlynn were most prominent,

For the second week in a row Donegal were once
again experimental side and the team showed five
changes - one in defence and four in attack - from
the previous weekend's victory over UUJ.

Donegal  0-11
Fermanagh; o 1-5

Tom Comack reports

Acdh Ruadh's Johnny

Gallagher replaced
Shane . McGowan in
defence with Ciaran
Bonner, David Walsh,
Byan  Bradley = and
Stephen Griffin making
way for Dunne, Odhran
Doherty, MeMenamin
and Michael Doherty.

Amazingly too, the game
only produced the one
yellow card - Fermanagh's
Eamonn Maguire after
second offence late in the
game - and Donegal led
more or less from the off,

Playing with the advantage
of a strong wind, Donegal
were first out of the traps

Brian Roper almost got his 147th game, which
equalled Matt Gallagher's record, off to a dream
start when his strike on goal was almost deflected
into his own net by Fermanagh comer back Paul
Johnson.,

That was before Odhran Doherty broke the
deadlock inside nine minutes and Michael
Doherty added a second two minutes later,

While Seamus Ryder got Fermanagh off the mark
minutes later, Donegal continued to dominate and
were 0-5 10 0-1 up by the 19-minute mark courtesy
of points from McMenamin, Odhran Doherty anc
Dunne. ;

Points from Ryder, Daniel Kille and Ryan Keenan
reduced the margin to two before Neil Gallagher
made it a three-point game again to send his side
in at the break in front, 0-6 to 0:3,

Donegal started the second half in pesitive mood
and with Roper and McMenamin finding the
target in the opening four minutes of the seconc
period, they moved five ahe_a_d.

Hammer

And just when it seemed they might pull away,
the home team were rocked back on their heels
when Ryder hit the net to throw the Ernesiders a
lifeline. Ryder, one of four Belleek men in the
Fermanagh line-up, did well on a limited supply
but capitalised on a moment of hesztancy in
defence to hammer to the net,

All of a sudden the margin was back to two points
and with a half hour still on the clock and the
elements favouring Fermanagh, it was game on
again, But Donegal responded in a positive fashion
and in the space of four minutes McMenamin from
a 35-mefre free and a neat effort from play had
more or less wiped out Ryder’s goal.

Fermanagh did rally with two Kille pointed frees
on 49 and 63 minutes but Donegal were not to be
denied and second half substitute Kevin Rafferty
sealed the deal with a late white flag five minutes
from the end.

Denegal: Paul Durcan; Johnny Gallagher,
Famonn McGee, Paddy McDaid: Charlie Byrne,

Barry Monaghan, Frank McGlynn; Neil Gallagher (0-13.
Brendan Boyle; Odhran Doherty (0-2), Conall Dunne (0-
'), Brian Roper (0-1); Kevin McMenamin(0-4, 3f), Michael
Doherty (0-1), Leon Thompson,

Subs: Kevin Rafferty (0-1) for O Doherty; Ciaran Bonner
B Raper *inj); Ross Wherity for O Doherty; Stephen
Griffin for L Thompson,

Fermanagh: Ronan Gallagher; Hugh Brady, Shane
Lynons, Paul Johnston; Raymond Johnson, Shane
MecDermott, Tom McElroy; Ryan Carson, Shane O'Brien;
Ciaran McElroy, Ryan Keenan (0-1), Eamonn Maguire;
James Connolly, Seamus Ryder (1-1), Daniel Kille (0-3
20).

Subs: James Sherry for R Keenan; Pat Cadden for E
Maguire, (yellow),

Referee: Stephen McNamee (Tyrone).

Man of the Match

Neil Gallagher was lord and master in the middle of the
field for the 70 plus minutes and provided his team with
a solid platform in the this sector in both the aerial and
ground combat. While he got forward to score an
excellent point before half-time he was at 'his best
between the two 488 in an all round first class
performance.

Turning Point
Donegal may have got off to a flying start and‘ led tor
most the game but Kevin Wappa' McMenamin's two

points response to Seamus Ryder's goal in the early .

minutes which reduced the margin two points finally
turned the game back in favour of the winners.

Ref Watch

Tyrone official S‘oephen McNamee showed a number of

black cards and just one yellow card and by and large let
the game flow and took a sensible approach in difficult
conditions even if he was a little lenient at times on the

new yellow card rule.
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GAA - Gaelic Life Dr McKenna Cup, Group A

DERRY
DONEGAL

0-13
0-13

REPORT BY CHRIS MCNULTY AT
('CAGHAN PARK, DUNGIVEN
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL 0'DONNELL

ONEGAL remain unbeaten

in 2009, as John Joe Doher-

ty’s charges were denied a

third successive victory by
apair of late frees by Derry’s Eoghan
Brown in yesterday’s final Group A
game in the Gaelic Life Dr McKenna
Cup in Dungiven.

_In the bitterly cold O’Caghan Park,
Donegal came from three points
down at the interval to lead by two
as the game swung mto its final five
minttes.

- There, Brown put two frees be-
tween the Donegal posts to level
things up, while the corner forward
missed a late chance to win it after
Barry Monaghan was penalised for
overcarrying a minute into stoppage
time.

With qualification already assured
following Fermanagh’s win over UUJ
on Wednesday night, Doherty used

the chance to do some tinkering with

his outfit.

In all, the Glencolmeille man made
nine alterations from the team that
saw off the challenge of Fermanagh a
week earlier in Ballyshannon. Kilear
man Eamon McGinley made his first
ever Donegal appearance at any lev-
el in goal, while captain Rory Ka-
vanagh, along with Ray Sweeney,
Kevin Rafferty, Shane McGowan, Cia-
ran Bonner, David Walsh, Ryan
Bradley and Stephen Griffin came
back in from the off.

For the second-half, Doherty hand-
ed out another debut with Milford
goalkeeper Caolan McGettigan (who
was impressive for the Northwest
team in the Regional League last

Tuesday) coming in for his first sen-

ior appearance.

Derry, who are also under new
management this year with Damien
Cassidy at the helm, made six
changes to their starting fifteen for
the game, which represented the
first senior intercounty game at Dun-
given’s 0’Caghan Park in a decade
(the last being a National Hurling
League fixture between Derry and
Waterford.

- Donegal started weﬂ, despite the
testing underfoot conditions on a
surface that was only deemed
playable just before midday with a
Kevin McMenamin free putting them
in front on two minntes.

Enda Lynn (who had caused Done-
gal U21s so much bother in the 121
Championship last year) levelled af-
ter a delightful pickup took him away
irom stand-in centre-back Rafferty
before Scamus Bradley put the Oak
Leafers ahead. :

By that stage, Derry had %keeper
Shane McGuckin for having them in
front. The custodian did well to

MATCH STATS

Derry/Donegal
Goals 0/0
Points 13/13
Wides - 6/9
458 ' 11
Frees awarded 23/31
Frees scored - 36
Short efforts - 2/5
Yellow cards 3/2
Red cards 0/0

thwart Ryan Bradley, by turning the
Bunerana man’s shot around for a
‘45’ after he was picked out in acres
of space by a fine angled ball by
Stephen Griffin.

The St Naul’s man restored parity
with a fabulous 40-metre free but
again Seamus Bradley was on hand
to put Derry back in the lead, only
for another well-executed kick by
Griffin to tie it up for the third time.

A minute later, McMenamin put

Donegal ahead for the first time with

his second of the day after Brian Og
McAlary was penalised for touching
the ball on the ground.

The game continued to tic-tac and
a fantastic score by Gavin McShane, -
who did magnificently well to hold
off the attention of Johnny Gallagher,
and an eager point by wing-back
Paul Cartin sandwiched Donegal’s
first point from play - fisted over by
Griffin after good work by Rafferty.

Four minutes from the break,
Bradley had a second sight of goal
when he was picked out by Shane
McGowan, only for the ball to slip =
from his grasp as he was about to ~
swivle for the target.

If Donegal started well, it was Der-

- ry who ended the half well and the

home side were three to the good at
the interval, Seamus Bradley scoring
twice and Gavin McShane on target
to make it 0-8 to 0-5.

Bradley’s second point on the
stroke of the break should have end-
ed in a greater reward for the red
and white. Having been picked out
by Brown, he shot over the bar under
pressure from MeGinley.

Interestingly, all bar one of Done-
gal’s scores in the first half were
frees, while Derry scored seven from
play in that time and the visitors
weren’t helped by the dismissal of
Ciaran Bonner, who was vellow card-
ed on 31 minutes,

The game began to swing in Done-
gal's favour following the 43rd
minute introduction of Neil Gal-
lagher to the plav. By that stage, his
side trailed by three again as McMe-
namin and Griffin kept the green and
gold in check with Brown and Lynn
registering sublime scores at the othA
er end.

(Gallagher’s infroduction added a
new dimension to Donegal and after
Griffin and Brown traded scores:

Donegal scored five unanswered
points between the 50th and 64th
minutes.

Granted, Derry’s cause wasn’t
helped by the loss of Joe Diver, Paul
Cartin and Patsy Bradley in that pe-
riod, but Donegal worked the ball
-well with McMenamin, Ga]lagher
and Walsh to the fore.

Walsh reduced the arrears to two
points, before Gallagher stuck a fine
point, via an upright, from out the
right flank to make it a one-point
game for the first fime in the second
half.

The sides were level when Walsh
fisted over from McMenamin’s clever
assist and sub Brendan Boyle put
Donegal into the driving seat before
that advantage was doubled courtesy
of a neat Walsh point, after the -
Naomh Brid man sold a teasing dum-
my to Chris McKaigue.

But, Derry hit back with Brown
raising two late white flags to level
matters up - the first of those coming
after Rafferty became the second
Donegal man to see yellow for a pull
cn Paul Young.

In the bigger picture, this contest
pales into insignificanee, but still it
was a valuable workout that keeps
the unbeaten tag preserved for an-
other game. And Doherty will again
have been pleased with the contribu-
tions ef Stephen Griffin, David

- Waish, Kevin M(:Menarmn and Neil

Gallagher.

DERRY: Shane McGuckin; Brian
Og Alary, Sean Marty Lockhart,
Michael Drum; Paul Cartin (0-1),
Chris McKaigue, Barry MeGuigan;
Joe Diver, Patsy Bradley; Enda Lynn
(0-3), Paul Young, Brian Mullan; Sea-
mus Bradley (0-2, 1f), Gavin Mc-
Shane (0-2), Eoghan Brown (0-5, 21).
Subs: Aidan McAlynn for Diver (47
mins); Michael McBride for Cartin
(50 mins); Paul Murphy for MeShane
(56 mins); Cailin O’Boyle for
P.Bradley (59 mins); Kevin O’Connor
for Young (66 mins).

Yellow cards: Joe Diver (47 mins);
Paul Cartin (50 mins); Patsy Bradley
(59 mins).

DONEGAL: Eamon McGinley;
Johnny Gallagher, Raymond
Sweeney, Paddy McDaid; Eamon

‘McGee, Kevin Rafferty, Shane Me-
.Gowan; Ciaran Bonner, Rory Ka-

vanagh; Michael Doherty, David
Walsh (0-3), Odhran Doherty; Kevin
MeMenamin (0-3, 2f), Ryan Bradley,
Stephen Griffin (0-5, 4f). Subs: Barry
Monaghan for Bonner (32 mins;
Caolan McGettigan for McGinley
(half-time}; Conall Dunne for 0.Do-
herty (43 mins); Neil Gallagher (0-1)
for Bradiey (43 mins); Brendan Royle
{0-1) for Kavanagh (58 mins); Charlie
Byrne for Rafferty (66 mins):

Yellow cards: Ciaran Bonner (52
mins); Kevin Rafferty (66 mins).

REFEREE: Gregory Walsh
(Antrim).

The game continued to tic-
tac and a fantastic score
by Gavin McShane, who
did magnificently well to
hold off the attention of
Johnny Gallagher, and an
eager point by wing-back
Paul Cartin sandwiched
Donegal's first point from
play - fisted over by Griffin
after good work by

Rafferty.




GAA - GAELIC LIFE DR MCKENNA CUP SEMI FINAL

alsh the star as

Donegal book
place in final

DONEGAL
ARMAGH

1-14
2-08

REPORT BY CHRIS MCNULTY AT HEALY
PARK.

PHOTOS BY DONNA MCBRIDE

DAVID Walsh was the star of the
show as Donegal booked their place in
the final of the Gaelic Life Dr McKen-
na Cup thanks to this two-point win
over Armagh in a lively and well-con-
tested semi final at Healy Park on
Wednesday night.

The Naomh Brid forward scored 1-
4 from play to continue his good re-
cent form and help Donegal over the
line. But the Tir Chonaill faithful were
made sweat in a game their side de-
served to win, as it took a heroic last-
ditch block from Termon’s Paddy Mc-

Daid on Ronan Clarke to seal pro-
gression at the expense of the great ri-
vals from the Orchard County.

Donegal led 0-10 to 0-7 at half time,
with nine of those points coming from
play, but a cheeky chipped goal by
Kevin O’Rourke and a Paddy McKeev-
er three-pointer from a rebound after
Durcan beat out a Clarke penalty, en-
sured a tense finish with Walsh's goal
keeping Donegal in the driving seat.

Unbeaten in three games thanks to
wins over UUJ and Fermanagh, along
with a draw in Derry on Sunday, John
Joe was keen to presever that record
and true to his word the Glencolmeille
man opted to line out a strong first fif-
teen, re-drafting Brendan Boyle and
Neil Gallagher to centrefield, allowing
him to deploy a half-forward line of
captain Rory Kavanagh, Conall Dunne
and Ciaran Bonner.

There were also. recalls for Paul

Durcan, Charlie Byrne and Barry °

Monaghan, who was lining out in the
Donegal colours for his 100th senior
appearance, against an Armagh side
that had an unfamiliar look to it, aside
from the likes of James Lavery, Mar-
tin O’'Rourke, Brian Mailon, Peadar
Toal and the ever-dangerous Ronan
Clarke.

Stephen Griffin and Brendan Boyle
got Donegal off to a good start and the
lead was out to three points as early
as the eighth minute as Walsh fired
over from good McMenamin endeav-
our ahead of a 35-metre point from
Griffin after Joe Feeney spun round fo
fire over the first Armagh score.

A Peadar Toal free and a point from
play by Feeney had Armagh back to
within a point again, but Donegal
were two to the good again when Mc-
Menamin got his angles right follow-
ing a good forward run by the impres-
sive Charlie Byrne.

Armagh poss Peter McDonnell
sensed trouble and moved Vincie
Martin out to Rory Kavanagh with
Tony McClelland going into the full-
back slot. Feeney got the better of
Raymond Sweeney to make it a one-
point game again in the 17th minute.

Donegal had double scores be-
tween the sides in the next eight min-
utes, though. Kevin McMenamin
showed well again on Wednesday
night and he was out well to win a
long ball from Neil Gallagher to tee up
Walsh. The stylish Walsh opted to go
for the juggular and attempted to chip
into Philip McEvoy’s net, but was left
to settle for a point.

Walsh was on target again three
minutes later, again from a MeMe-
namin assist when Griffin and Boyle
had laid the groundwork. Charlie
Byrne came up the field to get his
name deservedly on the scoresheet
and make it 0-8 {o 64 with 25 minutes
on the clock.

Griffin fired over from a standing
position under pressure and the St
Naul's man scored Donegal's first
from the deadball on 35 minutes with
a free to take the green and gold’s
first-half tally to ten points.

But a lack of discipline at the back
apd the tendency to get penalised for
dissent was to prove a {rustrating as-
pect for Donegal fans in the dying
minutes of the first period. Peadar

. Toal knocked over a pair of frees and
Ronan Clarke ended the first-half

scoring with a free in stoppage time.
Two of those had been moved to
scoreable positions after referee
Aidan McAlynn brought them for-
ward, leaving Donegal three in front
at the changeover,

: Clarke opened the second-half scor-
mg with a free, hut Walsh and McMe-

namin (free) re-affirmed Donegal’s
four-point advantage. )

On 51 minutes, the game was firm-
Iy back in the melting pot again when
Kevin O’Rourke succeeded where
Walsh had narrowly failed in the first-
half, as he chipped over the head of
Durcan and into the net after a quick
free had parted the Tir Chonaill rear-
guard.

David Walsh lost his footing as he
was about to pull the trigger after be-
ing released by quick thinking from
Eamon McGee. But Walsh did get the
goal his showing deserved after Boyle
and O'Rourke traded points.

Tony McClelland was guilty of a

sloppy pass out of defence and Walsh
was on it in a flash. Having intercept-
ed the full-back’s error, Walsh sped in
and curled a delightful effort around
the advancing McEvoy to make it 1-13
to 1-09 with just over ten minutes re-

Walsh was forced to limp off soon
after though and the tense finish was
ensured when Clarke was taken down
after rounding Sweeney and Durcan
for a certain goal, leaving referce
MecAlynn with no option but to award
a penalty. Paul Durcan quessed right
to save from Clarke, but Paddy McK-
eever reacted quickest and hammered
high into the net.

Substitute Michael Doherty kept
his cool to strike over a 45’ into the
drizzle. Armagh laid seize on the
Donegal goal late on in an attempt to
salvage the contest and perhaps force
extra-time, at least.

One high dropping garryowen into
the mixer concluded with Kevin
O'Rourke losing his footing at the vi-
tal second and with the three minutes
of stoppage time gone there was still
time for late drama when Clarke went
down and Armagh’s appeals fell on
deaf ears, with the block by Paddy Me-
Daid securing Donegal’s place in to-
morrow night’s decider.

Although perhaps still with some-
thing to think about in the full-back
line, Doherty will have taken note of a
good display by Malin’s Charlie Byrne,
who looks like he has played himself
into the League panel, while Neil Gal-
lagher, Brendan Boyle, Conall Dunne,
Kevin McMenamin, Stephen Griffin
and Man-of-the-Match Walsh were
the other top performers in green and
gold.

Friday, January 23, 2009
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DONEGAL: Paul Durcan; Johnny
Gallagher, Raymond Sweeney, Paddy
McDaid; Charlie Byrne (0-1), Barry
Monaghan, Eamon McGee; Neil Gal-
lagher, Brendan Boyle (0-2); Ciaran
Bonner, Conall Dunne, Rory Ka-
vanagh; Kevin McMenamin (0-2, 1f),
Stephen Griffin (0-4, 1f), David Walsh
(1-4). Subs: Michael Doherty (0-1, 1
‘45") for Bonner (56 mins), Leon
Thompson for Walsh (60 mins).

ARMAGH: Philip McEvoy; Gareth
Smyth, Vincie Martin, Barry Shan-
non; Chris Rafferty, Tony

McClelland, Barry McDonald;
James Lavery, Shane O'Neill; Martin
O'Rourke, Brian Mallon, Peadar

Toal (0-3, 3); Joe Feeney (0-3), Ro-
nan Clarke (0-2, 2f), Kevin O'Rourke
(1-1). Subs: Malachy Mackin and Neil
O'Rourke for Martin and Smyth (34
mins), Paddy McKeever (1-0) for
Feeney (42 mins), Barry Toner for Mc-
Donald (51 mins), Conor Clarke for M
O'Rourke (69 mins).

Yellow card: Martin O'Rourke (69
mins).

REFEREE: Aidan McAlynn

(Derry).
MATCH STATS
Donegal/Armagh

Goals 12
Points 14/9
Wides 8/7
458 2/1
Frees awarded 18/19
Freesscored  2/5
Short efforts 31
Yellow cards 01
Red cards 0/0
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Donegal finish well to win

first McKenna Cup si

DONEGAL
JUEEN'S UNIVERSITY
after extra time

2-12
0-1

1EPORT BY CHRIS MCNULTY AT HEALY
*ARK PHOTOS BY DECLAN DOHERTY

DONEGAL won their first Dr
McKenna Cup since 1991 on Saturday
1ight as they overcame Queen’s Uni-
sersity, Belfast after extra time in
wretched conditions at Omagh’s
tHealy Park.

Goals in the extra period by David
Walsh and Ryan Bradley helped
Donegal pull away from an impres-
sive Queen’s unit who are gearing up
‘or a Wednesday week shoot-out
with their rivals from UUJ in the
Sigerson Cup.

That earned John Joe Doherty his
first piece of silverware as manager,
just a few short weeks into his
tenure and keeps the unbeaten tag
still clinging to his outfit as they
make their way to the Kingdom this
weekend to begin their National
League campaign:

On Saturday night, his team
looked in trouble for long spells and
trailed 0-8 to 0-5 at the interval with
the slick and sharp students reaping
the benefits of the extra milage in
collective training.

Following the switch of Ciaran
Bonner back to midfield to keep tabs

on Charlie Vernon, however, Donegal
hegan to get a foothold on things and

by-the 15th minute of the second half
they were ahead.

Queen’s managed just two points
in the second-half, both from Shaun
O’Neill, but they were still ahead as
the game swung into it’s dying mo-
ment when Neil Gallagher turned
over a brilliant equaliser.

And Conor Bayne’s missed free
ensured the decent crowd of follow-
ers huddled together in the stand
had to endure another 20 minutes in
the bitter Omagh weather that made
conditions particularly tricky for the
participants.

At the conclusion, it was the green
and gold ribbons that adorned the
Gaelic Life sponsored trophy, lifted
by Barry Monaghan, who accepted
the crown from Ulster Council Presi-
dent Tom Daly (who is from

. Ballyshannon), with skipper Rory

~ Kavanagh having been told that he

. couldn’t climb the steps to collect the
" prize after being dismissed for a 69th

minute yellow card offence.

Donegal showed just one change
to the team that saw off the chal-
lenge of Armagh in Wednesday
night’s semi final. A slight injury
ruled Johnny Gallagher out of the
reckoning allowing Frank McGlynn
to return to the starting fifteen at
corner back.,

On the subs bench, Eoin Waide
and Colin McCarron were drafted in-
to the panel, along with newcomer
Ronan MacNiallais, whose reward
for an impressive display for the
Northwest in a recent Regional
League game was a place in the
matchday 30 for the final.

-rm wramm

With a heavy breeze blowing the
Tyrone rain and sleet into their
faces, Donegal will have been rea-
sonahly content with departing for
the half-time refreshments just three
points in arrears.

The warning signs were there for
the Tir Chonaill men from an early
stage, as Sean Leo McGoldrick raised

the game’'s first flag inside 15 sec-
onds of the start before Shaun
(I’Neill fired a warning sign to Ray-

~mond Sweeny having spun over point

number two.
Eamon McGee responded for
‘Donegal, but points from James Kielt
(free) and James Loughrey had
Aidan O’Rourke’s eager and hungry
students 0-4 to 0-1 in command with
the clock showing just 6 minutes
gone,
Two Stephen Griffin frees had -
Donegal back to within a point by
‘the end of the first quarter of an
hour. Donegal could have been ahead
by this stage, but Conall Dunne got
his angles wrong after a good solo
run down the middle and the St Eu-
nan’s attacker dropped his next shot
into the arms of goalkeeper Murphy.
Kielt made it a two-point game
again hefore the impressive Kilrea
man turned provider for Conor Mag-
inn to get in on the act. After Kevin
McMenamin atoned for an earlier
miss by putting a free over the bar,
Kielt was out to collect a quick free
and send over a stunning score and
two minutes later captain Paul
Courtney found the range from 40
metres and it was 0-8 to 0-4,

MeMenamin brought Donegal
back to within a goal before the start
of the second period and within eight
minutes of the re-start the game was
level for the first time as Griffin
(free), Boyle and Ronner were on tar-
get - Boyle’s the pick of them after he
got on the end of a move that came
from Paul Durcan plucking a Justin
Crozier effort from the sky.

Kevin McMenamin took a pass
from Barry Monaghan (who made
his 101st appearance on Saturday
night) to put Donegal ahead and it
looked as if there was only going to
be one winner.

Donegal lost their way somewhat
and a pair of points from O’Neill had
Queen’s ahead. O'Neill was then sent

to the line after being ticked for a
second time while conditions were
getling worse by the minute, making
the contest a lottery of sorts.

Neil Gallagher raised the Donegal
voices a minute from time to set up
the grandstand finish when he ma-
jestically pointed from Frank McG-
lynn’s pass back. Conor Bayne - who
missed a 20 metre free three minutes
earlier - then had a chance to re-
write history, but he fluffed his lines
after Ray Sweeney was yellow card-
ed for fouling Kielt 20 metres from
the posts.

Donegal took command right from
the off in the extra time - Gallagher
palming the throw-in down for Bon-
ner, who finished off with a point.
Eight minutes into the first period,
Donegal netted their first goal. Bon-
ner’s effort dropped dangerously and
‘keeper Murphy spilled under pres-

nce ‘U1

sure from Bradley.

David Walsh picked up the pieces

and drilled home his second goal in .
weelk.

Kielt and Walsh traded points ei-
ther side of the extra-time interval,
but Donegal sewed up the win three
minutes left when sub Ryan Bradley
capitalised on another piece of hesi-
tancy from Murphy, as he profited
from elose range to seal a seven-
point victory that rounded off a fine
Gaelic Life Dr McKenna Cup month
for John Joe and company.

DONEGAL: Paul Durcan; Frank
MeGlynn, Raymond Sweeney, Paddy
MeDaid; Charlie Byrne, Barry Mon-
aghan, Eamon McGee (0-1); Neil Gal-
lagher (0-1), Brendan Boyle (0-1); Cia-
ran Bonner (0-2), Conall Dunne, Rory
Kavanagh; Kevin McMenamin (0-3,
2f), Stephen Griffin (0-3, 3f), David
‘Walsh (1-1). Subs: Michael Doherty
for Boyle (59 mins); Leon Thompson
for Dunne (67 mins); Eoin Waide for

Kavanagh (69 mins); Ryan Bradley

(1-0) for Sweeney (70 mins); Brendan
" Boyle for McGlynn (85 mins).

Yellow eards: Rory Kavanagh (69
ming); Raymond Sweeney (70 mins),

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY: Fergal
Murphy; Aidan MeCrory, Luke
Howard, Ryan Dillon; Deaghlan O
hAgain, Brendan McArdle, Justin
Crozier; Charlie Vernon, Paul Court-
ney (0-1); James Loughrey (0-1),
Conor Maginn (0-1), Sean Leo Mc-
Goldrick (0-1); James Kielt (0-4, 2f),
Shaun O'Neill (0-3), Conor Bayne.
Subs: Liam Morrow for McArdle (35
mins); Paul McVey for O’'Neill (65
ming); Brendan Martin for Morrow
(65 mins); Ciaran Leonard for Bayne
(85 mins). :

Yellow cards: Brendan McArdle
(35 mins); Shaun O’Neill (64 mins),

REFEREE: Padraig Hughes (Ar

magh)
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DONEGAL 2-12
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY o-11
after extra time

REPORT BY CHRIS MCNULTY AT HEALY
PARK PHOTOS BY DECLAN DOHERTY

DONEGAL won their first Dr :
McKenna Cup since 1991 on Saturday
night as they overcame Queen’s Uni-
versity, Belfast after extra time in
wretched condifions at Omagh’s
Healy Park.

Goals in the extra period by David
‘Walsh and Ryan Bradley helped
Donegal pull away from an impres-
sive Queen’s unit who are gearing up
for a Wednesday week shoot-out
with their rivals from UUJ in the
Sigerson Cup.

That earned John Joe Doherty his
first piece of silverware as manager,
Jjust a few short weeks into his
tenure and keeps the unbeaten tag
still elinging to his outfit as they
make their way to the Kingdom this
weekend to begin their National

League campaign.

DONEGAL: Paul Durean; Frank
MeGlynn, Raymond Sweeney, Paddy
McDaid; Charlie Byrne, Barry Mon-
aghan, Eamon McGee (0-1); Neil Gal-
lagher (0-1), Brendan Boyle (0-1); Cia-
ran Bonner (0-2), Conall Dunne, Rory
Kavanagh; Kevin McMenamin (0-3,

20), Stephen Griffin (0-3, 3f), David
Walsh (1-1). Subs: Michael Doherty
for Boyle (59 mins); Leon Thompson
for Dunne (67 mins): Eoin Waide for
Kavanagh (69 mins); Ryan Bradley
(1-0) for Sweeney (70 mins); Brendan
Boyle for McGlynn (85 mins).
Yellow cards: Rory Kavanagh (69
mins): Raymond Sweeney (70 mins).
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY: Fergal

Murphy; Aidan McCrory, Luke

Howard, Ryan Dillon; Deaghlan O

hAgain, Brendan McArdle, Justin

Crozier; Charlie Vernon, Paul Court-

ney (0-1); James Loughrey (0-1),

Conor Maginn (0-1), Sean Leo Me-

Goldrick (0-1); James Kielt (0-4, 2f),

Shaun O’Neill (0-3), Conor Bayne.

Subs: Liam Morrow for McArdle (35

mins); Paul McVey for O’'Neill (65

mins); Brendan Martin for Morrow

(65 mins); Ciaran Leonard for Bayne

(85 mins). .

Yellow cards: Brendan MeArdle Ry AE
(35 mins); Shaun O’Neill (64 mins).

REFEREE: Padraig Hughes
(Armagh).

Donegal's Barry Monaghan lifts the Gaelic Life Dr. Mckenna Cup in Omagh on Saturday night.
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FROM CHRIS MCNULTY IN BALLYBOFEY

JUST where Donegal go from here is anybody’s
guess.

Lifeless, disjointed and without so many basic
traits, not least the fact that they registered a
staggering 18 wides, John Joe Doherty’s side suc-
cumbed to an embarrassing Ulster quarter final
defeat to Antrim yesterday afternoon at Sean
MaecCumhaill Purk.

Tomas McCann'’s 57th minute goal was enough
for Liam Bradley’s Antrim o record a first Ulster
Championship victory in seven years and see
them pull off the shock of the summer so far.

Their victory was a deserved one. Terry
O’Neill played the sweeper’s role to perfection,
continually frustrating Donegal with his picking
up of loose ball and generally being the thorn in
the side, while Aodhan Gallagher was the Lord
and Master at centrefield, where Donegal were
anonymous for the most part.

On so many times, Donegal’s use of the ball
left a lot to be desired and particularly in front of
the posts their old failings came back to haunt
them once again. Rarely has a team had so much
possession and so many chances, and ‘;hll came
off second best in a game.

After a winter of unrest that saw a drawn-out
battle to replace Brian Mclver and a poor spring,
which began with a McKenna Cup triumph, that
ended with League relegation, Donegal came in-
to summer time seeking a morale-boosting win.

And many believed the fact that Donegal were
_ drawn on the so-called ‘easier’ side of the Cham-
. pionship draw would lead to an upsurge in for-
tunes. But the search for a first Anglo Celt since
1992 will roll on for another summer and on ves-

GAA

Monday, June 15, 2009

ULSTER SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP QUARTER FINAL

terday’s fare it could be quite a while before if is
recaptured.

Neil McGee won his battle for fitness to start
at full-back, with Barry Dunnion lining out at
wing-back having overcome injury and-there was
a first championship start since 2006 for Brendan
Boyle, who has ended his own injury nightmare,
with Michael Maguire making his Championship
bow at number seven.

Two minutes in, the white flag at the River
End was hoisted aloft as Aodhan Gallagher took
a pass from midfield compatriot Michael McCann
to fire the visitors in front.

Ciaran Bonner and Colm McFadden registered
wides for the home side and Antrim doubled
their advantage through Paddy Cunningham’s
sixth minute free.

Donegal’s wide count continued to rise, before
Conall Dunne was denied a goal on eight min-
utes. Goalkeeper Sean McGreevy was out well to
deflect a low effort from the 5t Eunan’s man, who
was played in hy Michael Murphy, but the custo-
dian was forced to hobble off injured from the in-
cident, replacement Pefer Graham getting an
earlier-than-anticipated introduction to the 2009
Ulster Championship.

Donegal’s account was opened on eleven min-
ufes through captain Rory Kavanagh, who fired
over on the run after a long-ball into Murphy on
the edge of the square was batted down.

Murphy, with a 13-metre free following a foul

on McFadden by full-back Andy McClean that
earned him a yellow card, levelled matters, only
for Michael McCann to tap over a free after Neil
McGee took him down.

Murphy added a second free to tie it up, but
with Donegal looking somewhat disjointed
Antrim fagged: ‘an two of their own. Tomas Mec-
Cann stroked over a ‘45’ rather coolly before
Donegal made a total mess of things in defence
and Cunmngham picked up the pieces to SCOI‘L

Donegal brought Christy Toye on for Barry
Dunnion.at the interval and a mere seventeen
seconds of. part two had elapsed when Ciaran

Bonner swept the hosts into a two-point lead.

Brendan Boyle fouled Tony Scullion, who gal-
loped menacingly into Donegal (erritory from
wing-back and Cunningham found the range
with the resulting free, only for Murphy to make
it a two-point game once again.

Donegal wouldn’t score again until the 58th
minute with McFadden tapping over a free. By
then, Antrim unbelievably led by four.

Cunningham fired over a ‘45, Kevin Brady
skipped inside a pair of Donegal backs to level it
up and Tomas McCann needed no second invita.
tion to put Antrim ahead on 48 minutes.

Donegal continued to chalk up the wides and
MacCumbhaill Park shuddered to its very core
when MeCann hreezed up the left flank and in on
Paul Durcan for a goal twelve minutes from the
end. Although Durcan saved his initial effort, Me-
Cann wasn’t to be denied with the rebound which
he rolled home from close range, much to the de-
light of the now vociferous visiting hoards.

St Michael’s pair McFadden, with two frees,
and sub Christy Toye brought Donegal back to
within a point and although the Saffrons looked
as if they lacked a little in belief to close out the

_game, they found the insurance points through

sub defender Kevin 0'Boyle who, from the shad-
ows of the stand, clipped between the ’I‘own End’s
posts.

Although Rory Kavanagh pointed, Donegal
couldn’t save the game from the embers and it
was Terry O’Neill again who plucked a long ball
out of the sky in stoppage time.

Donegal had left themselves with too much m

do and it was the Saffrons who were left dancing:

all the way to Clones. Dejected Donegal, after
one of their poorest displays in recent memory,
have to pick up the pieces and trek once more
through the scenic route of the qualifiers in three
weeks time.

A summer of promise in Ulster is over without
fulfilment again and a big effort will be needed to
lift the panel for the back door.

Match Stats
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! FROM CHRIS MCNULTY IN BALLYBOFEY

SECOND-HALF goals from St Eunan's pair Rory
Kavanagh and Conall Dunne helped steer Done-
gal over the line after an unconvincing display
against Carlow on Saturday evening in their
Round One Qualifier.

Carlow lived with below-par Donegal for the
duration of the first-half, but a Kavanagh goal on
36 minutes gave Donegal the kick they needed
and Dunne fired in a second 16 minutes from
time to help the home team to what was, in the
end up, a comfortable ten-point win.

There were many of the negative traits still
hanging around from the Antrim game with
some 13 wides posted by John Joe Doherty’s side
on Saturday evening in yet another display of
frustrating attacking play.

There was frustration with an over-fussy ref-
eree, as Sligo official Michael Duffy drew the ire
of supporters and players alike with a whistle-
happy display. In the first-half alone, he pulled up
four Donegal handpasses and certainly would
have won no admirers among the low attendance
of around 2,000.

The win concluded what was a turbulent week
for the Donegal camp on a high. Early last week,
manager Doherty dropped players Ciaran Bon-
ner and Neil Gallagher for a breach of discipline
and his starting XV showed five changes from
the side beaten by Antrim last month.

Leo McLoone made his Championship debut,
while Frank McGlynn, Christy Toye, David
Walsh and Stephen Griffin were back from the
off against a Carlow team that had three alter-
ations from their provincial defeat to Louth.

1t was the visitors who made most of the early
hay. Just ten minutes in, Ballybofey was rocked
when Eric McCormack’s free was batted down by

Monday, July 6, 2009

CAR -

ALL IRELAND QUALIFIERS, FIRST ROUND

St Ledger into the path of JJ Smith, who picked
out the far corner of the Donegal net.

Conall Dunne and Michael Murphy had early
points for Donegal, while the Carlow account had
been opened by Daniel St Ledger, who swung
over from 30 metres on 6 minutes.

Erie McCormack converted a free to put Car-
low three up and Donegal had to wait to the 20th
minute to register again, Murphy curling over a
{ree from the stand side on the 20-metre line.

Donegal were forced into an early change, an
Achilles injury forcing Michael Maguire off on 15
minutes with Barry Monaghan introduced.

Carlow scored just once in the last 23 minutes
of the first-half, a free from JJ Smith after Neil
McGee fouled St Ledger, but Donegal came back
to level the scores at the break. Murphy fired
over a pair of frees and Stephen Griffin lifted the
home crowd with a good point on the half-hour,
firing over left-footed after a brilliant catch above
his man.

A minute into the second-half, Donegal struck
gold. Rory Kavanagh off-loaded to Griffin and the
St Naul's man made good ground, before return-
ing to his captain, who riffled past James Clarke.

Murphy, who was Donegal’s top scorer with
eight points, continued to chalk up the points,
but the home side were showing an alarming ten-
dency for wides yet again.

Still, three Murphy frees and a point from the
impressive Christy Toye were answered only by
a JJ Smith score before Donegal effectively
sealed the win with a second goal with 54 min-
utes on the watch.

Brian Roper’s effort at the posts dropped short
and Conall Dunne was on hand to flick home
from close range.

After Karl Lacey peculiarly kicked a back-pass
to Paul Durcan out for a ‘45’ Simon Rea stroked
over the black spot, but the already downbeat
visitors were further demoralised when they lost
their captain Mark Carpenter to a second yellow
card twelve minutes from the end.

Rea reduced the arrears with Carlow’s final
point on 58, but Donegal closed the game out
with points from Murphy, Leo MeLoone and sub

Dara Gallagher.

Ten points the margin, but still the story of the
many wides is one that is hampering Donegal at
the moment. Too often, players looked unwilling
to take responsibility themselves and that confi-
dence to take a pop must return, as must the ac-
curacy from good scoring chances.

Against a better opposition on Saturday
evening, Donegal would surely have been left
rueing the wide count.

The curtain comes down on Carlow’s 2009,
while Donegal stumble over the first Qualifier
hurdle and look to improve for their next chal-
lenge this weekend.

The new-look midfield of Cassidy and Toye did
well, while there were good displays from Karl
Lacey, Rory Kavanagh and Michael Murphy’s
eight points proved pivotal in the win.

MAN-OF-THE-MATCH

Christy Toye (Donegal)

Toye staves off competition from Rory Ka-
vanagh and Michael Murphy to win the award af-
ter a fine overall performance in a new-look
Donegal midfield. His constant probing was al-
ways a threat going forward.

TURNING POINT

The sides were level at half-time, but Donegal
shot from the traps in the second-half and their
well-worked opening goal from Rory Kavanagh
inside the first minute after the re-start was a re-
al body blow to Carlow.

TERRACE TALK
Donegal can’t seem to find their shooting

hoots at the moment. After kicking 18 wides in-

Ulster against Antrim, Donegal followed that up
with 13 on Saturday.

THE WHISTLER

Sligo official Michael Duffy will have won few
fans on Saturday evening after a whistle-happy
and fussy performance, though in fairness to the
referee, he had little option with the second yel-
low card to Mark Carpenter.

e i Danega!/ﬂarluw ;
Goals ' 241

Points. _ b
Wides e ars
458 T
Frees awarded 31/30
Frees scored ST
Short efforts 3/0
Yellow cards : A
Red cards ; 04
Attendance 2,000
The teams...

DOHEGAL Paul Duman. Frank McG{ynn Nm
McGee, Karl Lacey; Barry Dunnion, Eamon -
McGee, Michael Maguire; Kevin Gassidy, Christy
Toye (0-1); David Walsh, Leo McLoone (0-1),
Rory Kavanagh (1-0); Gonall Dunne Fhaiten
Michael Murphy (0-8, 7f), Stepl r
X 3UB- Barry Monaghan for Maguire (15
-mins); Brian Roper for Walsh (half-time);
herty for Dunna (59 mins); Mmhaet

ir | iff%n (6? mins). b Gailagher (0— -

John Murpt 'Willze
Mmchf{r}r. Danny Molloy. Jd Smuth'(‘?-ﬁ,'zf)

Mar Eric McCormack (0-1, 1),
D (U 1), Simon Rea (0-2, 1F
1 jan Murphy for Molloy (ha!f— ;
il nagh for Hunter (45 mins);
- Dav r Minchin (45 mins); Johnny
Kav; cCormack (50 mins); Alan Gur-
rart alish (66 mins).

REFEREE: Michael Duffy (Sligo).
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Another week, another
win for mediocre Donegal

0-13
1-07

DONEGAL
CLARE

BY CHRIS MCNULTY IN BALLYBOFEY

NOTHER week, another

win, but another uncon-

vineing display from Done-

gal, who continue to stum-
ble on through the Qualifier route,
following a mediocre win over Clare
on Saturday night.

A good start that yielded three
points in as many minutes after the
throw-in suggested that perhaps the
much maligned failings of the previ-
ous Championship games this sum-
mer had been eradicated.

Even when a shaky few moments
in the first period kept a lid on that
notion a similarly positive start to
the second-half that saw Donegal
race six points clear looked to pro-
vide the platform for a trouble-free
conclusion.

Yet a scoreless period of around
half-an-hour allowed Clare to come
within a whisker of forcing extra-
time. David Tubridy will be particu-
larly frustrated after he was denied
what looked like a good goal having
being harshly penalised before he
struck the back to the River End’s
net. °

For Donegal the win came at a
costly price as Christy Toye was
forced out of the action twenty min-
utes from the end, the worrying
sight of the impressive St Michael’s
man leaving on a stretcher added to
Tir Chonaill’s woes. Later, it was re-
ported that a snapped Achillies could
sideline Toye for somie time - a ham-
mer blow to elub and county.

The second-half was as bad a half
of Championship football as has been

seen in quite some time and rarely
has Sean MacCumbhaill Park seen a
Donegal team looked as disjointed
and sometimes uninterested as in
the second-half on Saturday night.

The old saying that the first half
was even and the second was even
worse could certainly have been ap-
plied to Saturday’s game.

The Donegal team showed two
changes to that which had been
named mid-week. Michael Maguire
was unfit to start with Barry Mon-
aghan taking the place of the Naomh
Columba man, who it was confirmed
has a broken bone in his foot, and in
a second switch Colm McFadden
made a return to the first XV, with
Stephen Griffin dropping to the
bench.

McFadden and Donegal started
well. The St Michael’s man swung
over two early points, as the hosts
started swiftly with Barry Dunnion
racing onto a neat pass from David

. Walsh to add another, with a possi-
" ble goal chance passed up, as Christy
. Toye was on the run to the right.

While David Tubridy opened the
Clare account with a fifth minute
free, Donegal continued to press.
Murphy pointed a free to restore the
three-point lead before winning, and
pointing another:

The collective feet seemed to be
eased from the throttle then and
Clare were afforded a path back into
the contest. Enda Coughlan was fed
by O’Shea for his first of the day, be-
fore the Banner were gifted a goal on
20 minutes.

Donegal keeper Paul Durcan was

- penalised for taking down Gary

Brennan on the edge of the square

after the midfielder beat the Four
Masters man to a high ball, just sec-
onds after the number one was
guilty of firing a stray free from the
bye-line into the hands of Frank
O'Dea.

Having survived that scare, he did-
n’t get away with the second misde-
meanour of the evening, Tubridy
stepping up to stroke the penalty in-
to the bottom corner. Durcan’s night-
mare evening was brought to an end
when he was replaced by Termon’s
Michael Boyle for the second-half,

After the goal, Donegal did get
back on track. Murphy took a diago-
nal ball from Leo McLoone to put
Donegal ahead again. Any time
Donegal took the direct route Clare
looked in trouble, but for some rea-
son or the other going direct wasn't
the path traipsed too often.

Christy Toye sent a long ball for
Murphy to bat down to McFadden,
who needed not be invited a second
time. Toye himself capped off a good
first-half display by scoring two
points in as many minutes, charging
forward from the middle to split the
sticks,” the first after Walsh and
Dunne did the spadework; the sec-
ond having played a one-two with
McFadden out the right.

Tubridy kept Clare in it with a free
in stoppage time, but at 0-9 to 1-3
ahead at the break Donegal will have
been fancied to press on.

McFadden, Murphy and Leo
McLoone (whose blistering shot
went over via a deflection off the top
of the crossbar) did just that in the
opening five minutes of the second-
half and the Clare challenge looked
like it was wilting fast. Those points

put Donegal six ahead.

However, the home side wouldn’t
score again until the stopwatch
showed some 72 minutes on its face -
a full 32 minutes, or 25 if the stop-
page for Toye's injury is subtracted.

The fact that the scoreboard was-
n’t troubled for such a lengthy spell
will be a massive concern for the
Donegal management, who watched
Clare chip away at the lead with
three points.

Tubridy hit a free on 43, but the
Banner shoaoting hoots weren't pres-
ent either. It was the 67th minute be-
fore they registered again, through
Enda Coughlan’s second of the game
and another from Padraig O’Dwyer,
after a cleverly taken quick-free, set
up an interesting finish.

Over six minutes of added time
was played following the injury to
Toye, but all that was chalked up in
that period were two frees, one by
Murphy and the other from Tubridy.

The Clare forward ended with 1-4
to his name and can feel aggrieved
not to have sent the game to an extra
period. .
~ He was blown up by referee Mar-
tin Higgins for lifting off the ground,
but most people in the ground

- seemed to disagree with the deci-

sion. Tubridy had rattled the net,
sending a shot off the inside of the
post to the River End net, for a goal
that eould have kept patrons on for a
while longer.

Donegal might well have been
sprung into action had it stood, but
the glaring fact is that a vast im-
provement is needed if the summer
is to be prolonged. A win is a win, as
they say, but when the bigger fish of

the latter rounds come to be fried,
the passion, heart and hunger must
return to the table and the basic er-
rors be puf to the hin.

David Tubridy’s scores kept Clare
in the mix, while the Banner also had
good displays from Gary Brennan
and David Russell. Rory Kavanagh
was the pick of Donegal’s lot, with
Karl Lacey, Christy Toye until his in-
jury, Eamon McGee and Colm Mc-
Fadden having their moments.

Domnegal: Paul Durcan; Frank
MeGlynn, Neil McGee, Karl Lacey;
Barry Dunnion (0-1), Barry Mon-
aghan, Eamon McGee; Christy Tove
(0-2), Kevin Cassidy; Rory Kavanagh,
Leo MeLoone (0-1), David Walsh;
Conall Dunne, Michael Murphy (0-5,
4f), Colm McFadden (0-4). SUBS:
Michael Boyle for Durcan (half-time);
Brian Roper for Toye (48 mins); Bren-
da Boyle for Monaghan (57 mins);
Dara Gallagher for Walsh (60 mins);
Michael Hegarty for McLoone (72
mins),

Clare: Dermot O’Brien; Laurence
Healy, Conor Whelan, Martin McMa-
hon; Gordan Kelly, Kevin Dilleen,
Graham Kelly; Ger Quinlan, Gary
Brennan; Enda Coughlan (0-2), David
Russell, Sedn Collins; Michael .
O’Shea, Frank 0’Dea, David Tubridy
(1-4, 1pen, 4f). SUBS: Peter O’'Dwyer
(0-1) for (’Dea (26 mins); Cathal O’
Connor for (0’Shea (half-time);
Padraig McMahon for Collins (52
mins); Liam Markham for Graham
Kelly (62 mins).

Referee: Martin Higgins (Ier-
managh).
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QRS DONEGAL......oovrrrn2-15

DERRY....oceernrnns0-18
S

FROM CHRIS MCNULTY IN BALLYBOFEY

DONEGAL emergéd from the pressure cooker
that was Saturday cvening's pulsating all-Ulster
Qualifier with Derry with a renewed pride and
renewed hope after John Joc Doherty’s men saw
off the Oak Leaf'men in a thriller.

Derry forced extra time after staging a com-
mendable second-half comeback, but Donegal
gave the performance theirfans so desperately
craved and it was the green and gold flags that
floated proudly at the conclusion of 70 ferocious
minutes.

Sean MacCumbhaill Park’s impressive flood-
lights were on for the first time'in an intercoun-
ty match when Chrissy McKaigue salvaged the
game from the burning embers in the dying
seconds. Derry then led for the first time 20 sec-
onds inte extra time, only for Kevin Cassidy to
strike a three-pointer almost instantly at the
other end.

Colm Mckadden had netted the first Donegal
goal on 18 minules and that helped an invigor-
ated Donegal into a three-point interval fead.

Donegal, minus Michael Maguire and Christy
"Toye to injury, showed three changes from the
team that stumbled past Clare a week earlier at
the same venue. Michael Boyle came in for Paul
Durean in goals, Brendan Boyle replaced David
Walsh while Brian Roper was handed the num-
her eleven shirt in a recall to the starting fifteen
for a first Championship start of the year for
the veteran Ballyshannon man.

COUNTY

Written off as no-hopers after three below-
par showings against Antrim, Carlow and
(lare, Donegal entered Saturday evening's
game as rank underdogs against a Derry side
brimming in confidence from their impressive
win over Monaghan seven days previously.

But, Donegal stood up o the task and put it
up to Damian Cassidy’s charges right [rom the
off, I'he tenacity, intensity and confidence that
fiaidh been facking in the previous games, re-
turned in style on Saturday.

Karl Lacey was like a sticking plaster on Pad-
dy Bradley right up to the Cenulien man's en-
foreed departure midseay through Lhe sceond-
half: Conall Dunne was outstanding for the 90
minutes, mopping up a mountain of breaking
ball and going through a lot of hard graft; Rory
Kavanagh playcd a real captain’s role; Kevin
Cassidy Was back to his old self, giving Donegal
a real drive; and the inside line of Colm McFad-
den and Michacl Murphy was too hot to handle.

The carly stages were calegorised mainly by
a gluttony of.had wides, cach team registering
five in the opening quarter, where Derry re-
mained scoreless and Donegal led Lthrough an
carly Michael Murphy point.

‘I'he visitors had Lo wait to the 16th minule Lo
get off the mark, James Kielt firing over after
MeKaigue dispossessed Brian Roper, and short-
ly after Mark Lynch stroked over the hlack spot
from 30 metres apd Derry were in [ronl.

Within a minute, the pendulum swung Tir
Chonaill's'way. Brendan Hoyle's arrowed deliv-
ery found Murphy, the Glenswilly teenager ma-
jestically rosc and in mid-air delicately took
eontrol of the ball before off-loading to Mclad-
den, The St Michael's man compleled the move
in style, with a low finish pust Barry Gillis,

‘T'ails now up, Donegal had an immediale
chance Lo move three up, but Conall Dunne was
knocked off his halance as the (inger was
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placed on the trigger and Derry could breath
again. Matters were squared up as Lynch fired
over his second and Kielt fisted over rom close
range with a possible goal chance aller he was
released by Eoin Bradiey.

Bul Donegal’s response was excellent, Me-
Fadden magnificently elipped over wilh the out
side of the left boot and Barry Monaghan, who
had a good hour and a hall al cenlre-back gal-

‘loped up Lo restore a two-point advantage,

Paddy Bradley had heen gotting little free-
dom from Lacey's shackles all evening and he
was reslricled Lo one point, that from a free, in
the first-half. Donegal finished the hall well and
Meladden hit back for them with the final say
of the half falling the way of Lhe ever-green
Roper, who Tired over following a good break
from defence by Frank MeGlynn and pul Done-
gal into a 1-5 Lo 0-5 half-time lead.

Murphy pulled a free wide carly in the see-
ond-hall wilh a ehanee to open up a four-point
lead. hut after Bradley scored only his seeond
point, a free after MeGiynn was penalised for i
foul on his brother Boin, Murphy won a free off
the by-now already tormented Sean Marty
Lockhart and strvek the resulllng kick over the
harlt was the first of three Donegal points in &
row. Cassidy took a guick free a minute later,
feeding the hungry Murphy, who spun away

from a dizzy Lockhart to stretch the lead.

Conall Dunne then smashed the crossbar
with a goal chanee for the hosts, but a patient
move after that contained over a dozen passes
concluded with Cassidy having a successful pop
at the posts to move Donegal five ahead on 42
minutes.

Sub Gavin MeShane stemmaed the flow, bul
Colm MeFadden kept an attack alive when hie
somehow prevented Leo McLoone'sshot from
going wide. From'the byeline, McFadden held
off his man and ¢leverly pointed over his shou!
der.

Derry’s deck was weakened with the loss of
Bradley, whe manager Cassidy reported later
was seeing double after taking a bang on the
tiead, but frees from Barry MeGoldrick and
Kielt kept them in touch,

MeFadden and McGoldrick traded frees and
there was just the goal between them heading
into the final ten minutes, where Derry pressec
on. Two fantastie scores by Eoin Bradley, onc g
45" and the other a massive cffort from play,
hrought Derry back to within a single score.

And while a Murphy free calmed Donegal's
nerves, Chrissy McKaigue foreed extra time
with a wonder score with practicaily the last
ick of normal time after Mark Lynch added a
point sceonds carlier.

Weary looking now, Donegal needed an inspi-
ration from somewhere. And despile being
rocked by an Koin Bradiey point in 20 sceonds
of the start of extra time, it came in the form of
Kevin Cassidy.

A minute tater, the Gaoth Dobhalr man
ghosted in to get on the end of'a Murphy knock-
down from Kavanagh's free, and he elinically
vucked the hail home, Lo raise the cheers from
the flome fang in the 11,584 atfendanee,

Donegal.dominated extra time, but a further
array of wayward shooting that took their tally
of wides to 17-overall, looked like it would haunt
them when Derry came back te within a point
thanks to Kielt frees. Indeed Enda Lynn had a
late chance to win it, but he serewed wide and
Michael Boyle's kickout was met by delirium in
the terraces, as Donegal fans celebrated at their
old rivals’ expense.

It was the big game Donegal nhad cried out 101
since exiting Ulster and they respended to the
challenge magnificently - the big players stood
up and at last there was a return of the passion
and hunger that appeared to be non-cxistent in
previous encounters.Back on track for now at
least, the task is to build momentum at whatev-
er destination fate decrees in Round Four.
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Lacey key as Derry hit by Donegal backlash

Donegal 2-13 Derry 0-18

July 18 2009

By Cliona Foley

KICK even the mildest-mannered man often enough and he'll come out snarling.

Fed up with being slagged off and written off, Donegal's footballers finally came out with
their fists up and Derry were the shocked one-point victims of their backlash in this nail-
biting clash in Ballybofey on Saturday night.

Donegal have a reputation for blowing hot at least once every summer, so their delighted
fans, among the 11,589 crowd, left wondering if this will be their 'one big game' of 2009.

They let a five-point first-half lead -- thanks to an early Colm McFadden goal -- slip and
had a second goal -- from Kevin Cassidy, just 70 seconds into extra-time -- to thank for
eventually crawling over the line.

Derry substitute Enda Lynn wasted a great chance in the dying seconds to take them to a
replay, but the better side won.

Whether or not Donegal allay their critics' remaining doubts is entirely in their own hands
now in their unexpected last-12 place, but kicking a whopping 17 wides -- eight of them,
almost fatally, in the 20 minutes of extra-time -- did not inspire total confidence.

But no one could question their effort and bottle in this gutsy display, and from players and
manager alike, the recurring theme was of pride restored to their badly wounded psyche.

A player meeting a week earlier, after they had only limped past a second consecutive
Division 4 side (Clare), was a key factor in their redemption.

Finished

"People tend to forget that we were up there, maybe (in the country's) top six, top eight and

it really, really hurt to have people say that this Donegal team were finished," Eamonn
McGee said.

"Our own fans really hurt us, they gave us a lot of stick. We sat down and had a good
honest talk and I think a lot of the boys had to shoulder a bit of leadership."

Chief among those leaders was Karl Lacey, who held Paddy Bradley scoreless for 32
minutes and to just two frees before he went off injured. Lacey then switched his
attentions, with equally devastating effect, to his brother Eoin, who only scored 0-3 ( 1
'45).

Manager John Joe Doherty had been criticised for starting 2006 All Star Lacey this
summer, considering he missed the entire league campaign travelling Down Under.

But, as McGee said afterwards: "I'd gladly reimburse whoever paid his (airline) ticket!
Even Patrick (Bradley) did not get a sniff off Karl, he was just immense."



The loss of Christy Toye to a ruptured Achilles a week earlier also spurred them on. "We
did it for Christy as well, he is suffering big time," McGee said.

Toye's loss, coupled with Neil Gallagher's absence (dropped for disciplinary reasons), was
expected to leave Donegal bereft at midfield but they proved anything but, and for that
Doherty can take plenty of credit.

Brendan Boyle was a late replacement for David Walsh before throw-in and started in the
middle of the park. Like Conal Dunne, he worked tirelessly throughout and won a huge
amount of ball.

Doherty also replaced goalkeeper Paul Durcan with Michael Boyle at the eleventh hour,
and a team that had conceded three goals en route conceded none to a Derry side who had
previously scored four.

Donegal's two goals -- brilliant teenage full-forward Michael Murphy (19) teed up
McFadden for the first and Cassidy drifted beautifully in behind the defence for the second

off a great pass from Rory Kavanagh -- were vital as they never allowed Derry build from
the back.

Despite rediscovering their form against Monaghan, Derry looked extremely nervy
initially, kicking five wides in the opening 11 minutes before James Kielt and Mark Lynch
(their best forward) put them a point clear.

Donegal's shooting was equally jittery -- four wides in the opening 10 minutes -- but
McFadden's goal settled them and though it was level after 26 minutes, they then led the
whole way to the 71st minute when a spectacular equaliser by Chrissy McKaigue earned
extra-time.

Derry will rue one key miss. After 26 minutes, Lynch and Eoin Bradley combined to put
Kielt through with just the 'keeper to beat, but he opted to take a point. A goal at that stage
would have been vital because Neil McGee was struggling to contain Eoin Bradley.

The subsequent switch of his brother Eamonn to mark him tempered Eoin Bradley's
influence and, with Lacey tying up Paddy Bradley and Barry Dunnion getting to grips with
Lynch, Derry never got another sniff of a goal.

They trailed 0-5 to 1-5 at half-time and, ironically, only when they lost Paddy Bradley to a
head injury after 45 minutes did they seem to find their thythm and some space. When
Lacey conceded a free early in extra-time and Kielt slotted it, Derry's tails went up, only to
be hit immediately with Cassidy's goal.

When they changed ends a third time Donegal led by two (2-12 to 0-16) thanks to David
Walsh, but they really should have bolted the door by then.

McFadden kicked three wides (one free) and dropped another chance short in the first
period of extra-time and was guilty again in the final 10 minutes when Donegal added
another horrendous five misses.



Forgiving
But relieved boss Doherty was, understandably, in a forgiving mood.

"In fairness to Colm, he was showing for the ball and there is a lot to be said for the man
that hits a wide and is putting his hand up for the next ball," he said. "I'd have preferred if
we hit them over the bar but Donegal always do things the hard way!"

Scorers -- Donegal: C McFadden 1-4 (1f), M Murphy 0-5, K Cassidy 1-1, B Monaghan, B
Roper, D Walsh 0-1 each. Derry: J Kielt 0-5 (3f), M Lynch, E Bradley (1 '45) 0-3 each, P
Bradley, B McGoldrick (2f) 0-2 each, G O'Kane, C McKaigue, G McShane 0-1 each.

Donegal -- M Boyle 8; F McGlynn 4, N McGee 5, K Lacey 9; B Dunnion 7, B Monaghan
7, E McGee 8; K Cassidy 8, B Boyle 9; L McLoone 5, C Dunne 8, R Kavanagh 8; B Roper
6, M Murphy 8, C McFadden 8. Subs: D Walsh 7 for McLoone (59), M Hegarty 6 for
Roper (64), J Gallagher 7 for N McGee (73).

Derry - B Gillis 7; G O'Kane 7, K McCloy 5, SM Lockhart 8; C McKaigue 6, B
McGoldrick 6, S L McGoldrick 6; Patsy Bradley 6, J Diver 6; B Mullan 5, J Kielt 7, M
Lynch 8; E Bradley 8, F Doherty 6, P Bradley 6. Subs: B Og McAlary 7 for McCloy (34),

B McGuigan 6 for Mullan (44), G McShane 6 for Diver (44), E Lynn 7 for Paddy Bradley
(inj, 45), S Bradley for McShane (79).

REF -- D Coldrick (Meath).
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Donegal: Michacl Boyle; Frank I‘"&cGlynn,
Neil MceGee, Karl Lacey; Barry Dunnion, Barry
Monaghan (0-1), Eamon McGee; Brendan Boyle,
Kevin Cassidy (1-1); Rory Kavanagh, Brian Rop-
er€0-1), Leo MeLoone; Conall Dunne, Michacl
Murphy (0-5, 2F), Colm McFadden (1-4, 1f). Subs:
]ngid Walsh (0-1) for McLoone (59 mins); .
Michael Hegarly for Roper (63 mins); Johnny
Gallagher for N MceGee (73 ming).

Derry: Barry Gillis; Chrissy McKaigue (0-1),
Kevin McCloy, Scan Marly Lockar(; Gerard
(‘'Kane (0-1), Barry McGoldrick (0-2, 20), Scan
Leo MeGoldrick; Fergal Doherty, Palsy Bradley;
Joe Diver, James Kielt (0-3, 30), Brian Mullan;
Foin Bradiey (0-3, 1 45"), Paddy Bradley (0-2, 2),
Mark Lynch (0-3). Subs: Brian Og McAlary for
McCloy (34 minsy; Gavin MeShane (0-1) for Div-
er (43 mins); Brian McGuigan for Mullan (43
mins); Enda Lynn lor Paddy Bradley (50 mins);
Scamus Bradley for MeShane (79 mins),

Referee: David Coldrick (Meath)

Match Stats

Donegal/Derry

Goals 2/0
Points 13718
Wides 1712

. 45s . 0/2
Frees awarded 25/31
‘Fraes scored 3/7
Short efforts 5/1
Yellow cards 071
Red cards 0/0
Attendance 11,589

ow that’s what

MAN OF THE MATCH

Donegal had real leaders all over the park and
selecting a Man of the Match was difficult.
Conall Dunne was tireless in his endeavour. as
were Rory Kavanagh and Kevin Cassidy, while
Barry Dunnion and Brendan Boyle were in top
form. Eamon McGee had a faultiess evening
when he showed his true class. Michael Murphy
and Colm McFadden had the Derry defence
seeing stars for long periods, but for a quite
stunning defensive display the award is mar-
ginally pipped by Karl Lacey.

TURNING POINT

Donegal looked to be gone when Eoin Bradley
put Derry ahead in extra time. That point
meant, six of the last seven points were to Der-
ry. But Kevin Cassidy popped up with the goal
that put the cat among the pigeons and it was
ultimately the Gaath Dobhair man's strike that
put -Donegal through.

TERRACE TALK

cnemsasmmmmmmeememmbansa— .

Donegal had been written off and berated as
not having a chance against Darry aftor three
lacklustre displays. But Donegal football has
prido restored once more afler a fine 90 min-
utes of tenacious detormination. If the samo
Tir Chonaill emerges next weekend, who knows
what might be in walt?

THE WHISTLER

Moath man David Coldrick was chargad with
kooping tha poace In Lho red hot cauldron of
MacCumhalll Park; but ho handled the gamo
wall and he had just ono yollow card aver the
90 minutos.

BY HARRY WALSH WITH THE FANS AT
SEAN MACCUMHAILL PARK

I call football

\esult was no surprise
- Damian Cassidy

BY CHRIS MCNULTY -

DERRY manager Damian Cassidy wasn’t at all
surpriscd that his side were the viclims of a
resurgent Donegal on Saturday night. '

The downbeat Derry man found the defeat
hard fo lake and while he admitted thal he felt his
side didn't deserve to lose the game, he paid trib-
ute to a Donegal performance that he knew was
coming.

“There is no surprise in this,” Cassidy told the
media in the wake of his team’s defeat that ends
his first Lerm in charge of the Oak Lealmenon a
disappointing note.

“We knew that we were coming.up Lo play a

lough game againsl Doncgal and we expecleda

lough game from them.

“You ofLen ind thal a leam whose backs arc Lo
the wall and are get a lot of criticism such as
Donegal, they come out and respond whenever
they feel that there is nobody really giving them
the support that they need for the time, effort and
work they are pulling in.

“Ihat performance of Donegals, particularly
the first-half which set the tone for them, was on
the back of thal Lype-ol eriticism they were get-
ling, We were (ully aware thalresponse was com-
ing.” ;

Cassidy didn't need Lo think twice about where
his side had lost the game.

He said: “We Tost 1T In the st fwenty minules
of the first half, We lost the inftiative at that stage

POST MATCH REACTION

and we were always playing catch-up after that.

“We lacked intensity in comparison fo Donegal
and that su bseque“batly set the tone for the rest of
the game.

“We were chasing the score that they were gel-
ting., Our players responded magnificently in the
second-hall when they went five down Lo pull it
back, so the spirit is clearly there for all to see.
What we have to do in a period of vefleetion is see
the areas we have to improve in for next season.

"We got level, butwe could never get our-
selves in front. The goal at the start of extra time
was a big factor as we were chasing the game
again but good luck to Donegal.

“heir backs were against the wall and they
were gelting stick in (he county but they re-
sponded really welt {oit.”

One hig factor in the game was (he job done by
Karl Lacey on Derry's Lalismatie Paddy Bradiey.
On the back of a 2-08 haul against Monaghan in
Clones a week carlier, Bradley's threal was effee-
tively nullified by\the determined Lacey, who kept
Bradley Lo o pair of [Tees,

Cassidy said: “Karl Lacey deserves eredit for
the job he did, but while we losl Paddy in the mid-
dle of the second-hall, it spurreed our team into ac-
tion and we played with greater infensity, We had
probably just left ourselves with foo mueh work.”
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' AllHreland Senior Football Championship, round four

Donegal dig deep to reach

Donegal are still in the All-Ireland
Championship race after another heart
stopping and at times pulsating victory over
Galway in Markievicz Park, Sligo on Saturday
evening,
While the football may not have reached the
dizzy heights of the previous Saturday’s extra-
time victory over Derry, this encounter was laced
with passages of good play and a number of
outstanding individual performances.
But most of all, this victory was honed out of
hard work and commitment and a never-say-die
attitude when the defeated Connacht finalists
threatened to pull away in the second half.
Colm McFadden and Michael Murphy did the
most of the damage up front scoring 11 of their'
side’s total while Conall Dunne ran himself into
the ground. Brian Ropet, too, at times showed
there is no compensation for experience while
Rory Kavanagh worked all over the park and
kicked a crucial point as well as cracking one off
the crossbhar i
Kevin Cassidy is once again back to the Cassidy
of old and his power and strength in the middle
of the field proved crucial when the going got
4 tough. ;
"+ But the real heroes of this victory were in
defence where Karl Lacey, Barry Dunnion and
_Barry Monaghan were in excentional form. with

Lacey restricting Galway dangerman Michael
Meehan to two points from play and making a
number of vital interceptions and foreing one or
fwo critical turnarounds.

Donegal opened well with three points inside
seven minutes, all frees two from Michael
Murphy and one from Colm McFadden.

Murphy, in particular, had the appearance in the
early stages of a man that was going to heat
‘Galway on his own as he gave Finian Hanley a
torrid time. All three opening points came from
Ifouls on Murphy inside seven minutes. :

Sean Armstrong and Paul Conroy did pull two
back for Galway as the game ebbed and flowed.
But with Murphy continuing to torment Leo

McLoone and Murphy (free) stretched the
Donegal lead back out to three, 0-5 to 0-3, after
20 minutes. ]

As the game wore on Galway got on top around
midfield and started winning the Lion's share of
possession. Enjoying a greater share of
possession Michael Meehan, Sean Armstrong,
Matthew Clancy and Paul Conroy began to ask
questions of the Donegal rearguard.

Meehan posted two frees in this period to make
it a one point game. But Murphy and McFadden
punished before Claney and Paul Conroy tied it
up at 0-7 each at the interval,

Galway opened at breakneck pace at the start of
the second half with Gareth Bradshaw and
Padraic Joyce scoring. In between McFadden
scored for Donegal.

And while Galway pressed, Donegal defended
like demons with Karl Lacey and Barry
Monaghan getting back to take a Clancy shot off
the line. :

McFadden tied it up again at 0-9 each on 43
minutes before Galway pulled away again to go
two up for the first time in the game courtesy of
Kieran Fitzgerald and Armstrong

Galway were dictating at this stage and had all
the appearance of a team that had shaken off the
heartbreak of losing the Connacht final to Mayo.
six days earlier,

But Donegal hung in and tock the Tribesmen’s
best shots with Colm McFadden and Murphy
pulling out two big points o draw level,

And when the game was in the fire, it was
Donegal’s heart and commitments that saw them
forge two ahead with Rory Kavanagh and David
Walsh landing two big scores.

Leading 0-13 to 0-11 with 12 minutes remaining
it was backs-to-the-wall for the men in green and
gold. Meehan made it a one point game again
with ten remaining. But heroics in defence from
Lacey, Barry Dunnion and' Barry Monaghan
Donegal wore down the clock. ;
Galway lost centre back, Diarmaid Blake, to a
second yellow card just before McFadden from a
free gave his side a little breathing space.
Meehan did keep the pot boiling as he clipped
over his fourth three minutes from the end but
in those spine tingling closing second Donegal
clung on for a place in the last eight in the
counfry. i
Donegal: Michael Boyle; Frank McGlynn, Neil
McGee, Karl Lacey; Barry Dunnion, Barry §
Monaghan, Eamonn' McGee; Brendan Boyle,
Kevin Cassidy; Rory Kavanagh (0-1), Brian
Roper, Leo McLoone (0-1); Conall Dunne,
Michael Murphy (0-5,5f), Colm McFadden (0-6,4),
Subs: David Walsh (0-1) for L. McLoone; Johnny
Gallagher for F. McGlynn, Adrian Hanlon for
Roper; Michael Hegarty for C. Dunne. ;
Galway: Adrian Faherty; Kieran Fiztgerald (0-1),
Finian Hanley, Damien Burke; Gareth Bradshaw |

(0-1), Diarmaid Blake, Declan Meehan; Joe
Bergin, Niall Coleman; Sean Armstrong (0-2),
Padraic Joyce (0-1), Paul Conroy (0-2); Matthew
Claney (0-2), Michael Meehan (0-4,2f), Nicky
Joyce, Subs:Cormac Bane for P Conroy,; Barry
Cullinane for N. Joyce.

Referee: Rory Hickey (Clare)
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GAA - All Ireland Senlor Foothall Champlonship Quarter Final

~ Donegal’s march halted

T Mﬂfﬂﬂ--mz —10 :

 COBK.......1-27

FROM CHRIS MCNULTY AT CROKE
PARK
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL 0'DONNELL

DONEGAL’S All Ireland dream did-
n't just end at Croke Park yesterday -
it was absolutely crushed by explo-
sive Cork, who showed no mercy
with a rampant display and a land-
slide fourteen-point win over John
Joe Doherty’s charges.

The Munster Champions were
simply too powerful in too many sec-
tors for Donegal, who had the ap-
pearance of a team that was dead on
their feet after heavy excursions
through the four rounds of the quali-
fiers.

Cork’s power and physicality gave
them a huge advantage and from
early on it was clear that Donegal
had little in the way of answers, Just
three times in the first-half Donegal
split the Hill 16 posts, while Cork
aﬁﬂed 13 at the other end.

‘On the wide open spaces of the un-
forgiving Croke Park, Conor Couni-
han’s team surged on in part two and
despite second-half goals by Rory
Kavanagh and Stephen Griffin, Done-
gal had too much of a mountain to
c]xmh and the three-pointers merely
served to keep the margin down.

Cork finished with a grand total of
thirty pomts yesterday, with a stag-
gering 1-24 of their tally coming from
play (three frees by Donnacha 0’
Connor their only points from the
placed ball).

The fact that the Cork halt-back
line scored almost as many points as
the Donegal full-forward line was al-
80 a telling factor in the Rebel's dom-
inance of the encounter., John Miskel
la scampered up for four impressive
scores and their captain Graham -
Canty added one. By contrast, young
Michael Murphy’s six points were all
the Donegal inside line had to offer.

Donegal fans had flocked to the
capital in their thousands and many
expressed the hope and belief that
there could be another big game in
this team that had turned the season
on its head with two fine wins over
Derry and Galway.

Even those who thought Cork
might have too much in the tank
couldn’t have predicted the gap that
separated them by the time Maurice
Deegan’s whistle signalled the end of
Donegal’s summer.

It was a painful journey home for
Donegal fans, who had dared to
dream of a last four spot in the last
week.

The injured Michael Maguire and
Christy Toye will have been gutted
and with their presence Donegal
might have had a bit more in them
and with a good seed sewn in the dis:
cipline stakes, John Joe Doherty will
be generally happy with his lot over
the previous few weeks, thought the
manner of his team’s exit from the
race for Sam yesterday will trouble
the Glen man for some time.

Anthony Lynch, as expected, was
unable to start and Kieran 0’Connor
came in for the corner back in one of
two changes made by Counihan - in
attack, James Masters made way for
Colm O’ Neill. :

Michael Murphy got Donegal up
and running with an early free, but
by the time Brian Roper-chalked up a
second, Cork had hit four of their
own - 0’Connor with two frees and
Miskella with two from play doing
the damage.

(O’Neill also squandered a goal
chance inside that opening quarter
when he got on the end of a move in-
volving Canty and Paul Kerrigan, but
(’Neill drove wide of the far post.

On:16 minutes, half of Croke Park
thought that Cork had rattled the
Donegal net, O’Neill feeding Daniel
Goulding, but his effort ended up in
the side-netting and Donegal could
breath again.

Not for long. Cork added seven
points in the next 13 minutes to move
into a real commanding position.
Canty got the procession up and run-
ning and Kelly hit two in a minute
before Kerrigan opened up a six-
point lead for the southerners.

It was getting all too easy for Cork
and O'Neill strode in for two more
before Kerrigan forced a way past
Dunnion to make it 0-11 to 0-2 on the
half-hour.

A palmed effort by Murphy was
Donegal’s only reply, while Cork
pressed on with Pearse O'Neill and
Patrick Kelly making sure the score-
board fold a grim tale to Tir Chonaill
folk at the interval.

Tt was merely a prelude for what
was to come though, Pearse O'Neill
added his second to move Cork
eleven clear and despite Murphy and
Eamon McGee getting on the mark
for Donegal, Cork responded each
time,

O’Connor registered another free,
but worse was to follow McGee’s
point on 40 minutes. Patrick Kelly's
clever through-ball gent Kerrigan on
his merry way and he was as calm as
could be in picking his spot beyond
Michael Boyle.

0’Connor shot wide when he
should have done better, but he at-
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«oned for his miss with a point soon
after.

As the game entered its final quar-
ter, Cork were 14 ahead. Donegal re-
duced that by three when Murphy's
craft saw him find Rory Kavanagh in
space and the Tir Chonaill captain
drilled past Alan Quirke to raise the
decible level fromthe despondent
hoards of green and gold followers.

Cork’s answer was again a stag-
geringly impressive one, They hit
five on the spin, with Kerrigan (2),
Goulding (2) and sub Paudie Kissane
raising the flags.

Murphy, Barry Monaghan and

Adrian Hanlon - with an impressive
first point for the Dungloe man at
Headquarters - brought it down to
fifteen with just four minutes to go.

Stephen Griffin finished Donegal’s
second goal well after taking anothe
pass from Murphy, but Cork didn’t
lay off the gas and it was Paudie
Kissane who had the final say - the
kiss of death placed when he
squared up his angles to knock over
in stoppage time.

Cork move on to what should be a
pulsating semi final with Tyrone
while it’s back to an Autumn of elub

football for Donegal.

I]IJNI'BM NEWS

Donegal: Michael Boyle; Frank
MeGlynn, Neil McGee, Karl Lacey;
Barry Dunnion, Barry Monaghan (0-
1), Eamon McGee (0-1); Brendan
Boyle, Kevin Cassidy; Rory Ka-
vanagh (1-0), Brian Roper (0-1), Leo
MecLoone; Conall Dunne, Michael
Murphy (0-6, 3f), Colm McFadden.
SUBS: David Walsh for McLoone
(half-time); Stephen Griffin (1-0) for
Roper (half-time); Dara Gallagher for
B.Boyle (48 mins); Adrian Hanlon (0-
1) for Dunne (51 mins); Eoin Waide
for E.McGee (57 mins).

Cork: Alan Quirke; Ray Carey,

Michael Shields, Kieran O’Connor;
Noel ’Leary, Graham Canty (0-1),
John Miskella (0-4); Alan O’Connor,
Nicholas Murphy; Paul Kerrigan (1-
5), Pearse O’Neill (0-2), Paddy Eelly
(0-2); Daniel Goulding (0-3), Colm
O’Neill (0-2), Donnacha O0’Connor (0-
3, 8f). SUBS: Fintan Gould (0-2) for
O’Connor (45 mins); Fiachra Lynch
(0-1) for O’Neill (51 mins); Michael
Cussen for Murphy (563 ming); Paudie
Kissane (0-2) for Miskella (57 mins);
John Hayes for Kerrigan (61 mins).

Referee; Maurice Deegan (Laois)
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SPORT

Allianz National Football League Division 1A

Rude awakening for Donegal
in the Kingdom

Report: Tom Comack
Photos: Michael O'Donnell

Kerry 2-13
Donegal 0-11
R e R T S R
Denegal came crashing back to earth
in Austin Stack Park, Tralee, on
Sunday afternoon with their defeat by
Kerry, in the their opening game of the
Allianz National Football League.
Kerry won by eight points, but in truth
their margin of victory could have been
much greater. The 2008 All-Ireland
finalists most definitely fook the foot off
the pedal in the second half. In reality
this game was over after six minutes. By
that time Kerry with David Moran, lord
and master in the middle of the field
and Declan Sullivan, Paul Galvin, Colm
‘the Gooch’ Copper and Tommy Walsh
rampant up front, Kerry were 2-6 to 0-1
up.
The Gooch and Walsh bagged the goals
while Galvin (2), Moran (2) and Cooper
hit the points. Stephen Griffin was the
sole Donegal marksman in this period.
Donegal did post two late points
towards the end of the half but Kerry
were home and hosed at the break as
they led 2-8 to 0-3.
With the home team easing off Donegal

- with the introduction of Owen Waide,
Neil McGee and Brian Roper - did
improve in the second period.

Roper kicked three points with Michael
Doherty, David Walsh and Griffin also
getting in on the act as the visitors won
the second half 0-8 to 0-5.

But that will be of little consolation to
John Joe Doherty and his backroom
team of Tommy Ryan, Tony Boyle and
Michael McGeehin after seeing their
side wiped out in most sectors by the
superior Kerry men.

Despite the successful Dr. McKenna
Cup run, Doherty and his team must
have flown south on Sunday morning
with a degree of trepidation given that
Jack O’ Connor had named a very sirong
side, In all Kerry fielded 12 of the team
that featured against Tyrone in last
September’s All-Ireland final.

While Stephen Griffin got Donegal off
the mark first with a point inside a
minute, the first half and in particular
the opening quarter hour belonged to
Kerry. ;

The alarm bells were ringing as early as
the fourth minute when the Gooch rose
highest to flick a David Moran centre,
carried in the stiff breeze, to the net with
Paul Durcan rooted to the spot.

It got worse three minutes later when
seconds after Galvin had opened his
account Tommy Walsh banged home the

second goal. This time the hig full-
forward tapped to an empty net to polish
off a sweeping four man move that
began with Seamus Scanlon in his own
half.,

With Donegal on the rack, Cooper,
Moran and Galvin piled on the misery to
see their side cruise into a 2-6 to 0-1 lead
with just 16 minutes having elapsed on
the clock. A long and painful 50 or so
minutes still remaining for Rory
Kavanagh and Co. and the small band of
loyal Donegal supporters that made the
long trek.

Amazingly, Kerry only scored twice for
the remainder of the half through
Cooper and Walsh while Griffin,
Donegal's best forward until the
introduction of Roper, hit two.

Griffin did get Donegal off the mark at
the start of the second period but two
flash points from Moran and Declan
(O’Sullivan inside seven minutes put an
end to any hope of Danegal making a
game of if,

Griffin and Barry Monaghan raised
white flags on 44 and 45 minutes before
Roper, who was making his record
breaking 148th appearance, added a
little bite to the Donegal attack.

Roper got his first on 47 minutes to
cancel out another O'Sullivan special
and he added his second on 58 minutes
to make it a nine point game, 2-12 to 0-9.

www.donegaldemocrat.com

He knocked over his third seven minutes
from the end before Cooper and Griffin
posted late points.

This was a reality check for Donegal and a
stark reminder to John Joe Doherty and
Donegal followers on the task the new
management have taken on if the are to
restore the county to the top flight.
Donegal: Paul Durcan; Frank McGlynn,
Raymond Sweeney, Paddy McDaid; Charlie
Byrne, Barry Monaghan (0-1), Eamonn
McGee; Neil Gallagher, Brendan Boyle;
Ciaran Bonner, Conall Dunne, Rory
Kavanagh; Kevin McMenamin, Stephen
Griffin (0-4,2F), David Walsh (0-1). Subs:
Michael Doherty (0-2,f) for B. Boyle; Neil
McGee for C. Byme; Owen Waide for E.
McGee; (both half-time) Brian)',’oper (0-3) for
C. Dunne; Declan Walsh for E McGlynn;
Leon Thompson for K. McGlynn.

Kerry: Michael Reidy; Ger Reidy; Padraig
Reidy, Aidan O'Mahony, Killian Young;
Tommy Griffin, Mare (’Se, Aidan O’Shea;
Seamus Scanlon, David Moran (0-3f); Paul
Galvin (0-3), Declan Sullivan (0-1), Donnacha
Walsh; Colm Cooper (1-3,1f), Tommy Walsh
(1-2), Darren O’Sullivan (0-1). Subs: Bryan
Sheehan for D.Walsh; Kieran O'Leary for P
Galvin; Ronan O' Flatharta for T. Griffin;

Paul O'Connor for D. O'Sullivan; Daniel
Bohane for A O'Shea.
Referee: Gearoid O'Conamha (Galway).

Man of the match

Kerry midfielder David Moran ruled the
roost in the middle of the field when it
mattered and kicked three points from
frees. There were also strong claims from
Colm ‘Gooch’ Cooper, Tommy Walsh, Declan
O'Sullivan and Paul Galvin, Brian Roper, for
the shert period he was on, was Donegal’s
most influential player while Stephen
Griffin ploughed a lone furrow up front until
the arrival of Roper.

Turning Point

Tt came very early and fast. This was also
going to be a tough one for Donegal but
Kerry's two goals from ‘the Gooch’ on four
minutes and Tommy Walsh three minutes
later really sealed Donegal’s fate.

Ref Watch

Gearoid O'Conamha had an easy afternoon
even if he seemed to pay little regard to the
new experimental rules.
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Donegal bl

Donegal on Sundey 15th February, 2009 -

nine point lead

REPORT: PETER CAMPBELL
PHOTOS: CONOR MCGONAGLE

Dgonegal 2-10
Mayo 1-13

It was disaster for Donegal as
they squandered a nine point
half-time lead to just get a
draw against Mayo in
O'Donnell Park, Letterkenny
yesterday afternoon.

. Donegal . supporters- were
stunned at the end as they tried
to square the result. They tried to.
"hold their lead but paid a heavy
penalty in the end although they
were far from happy with referee,
John Bannon, who denied them a
penalty. Michael Murphy was in
top form in the opening half as
the Donegal men !
lead b y 2-§ to 0-5 at the break.
It was no more then they
deserved as their front men tore
the Mayo defence apart. Donegal
:wil] rarely have as hetter display
in an opening half. They regis-
tered just one wide in a great dis-
play by the front men.

The star of the show was
Michael Murphy in his first- game
of the year with goals on 90 sec-
onds and 12 minutes. The first
goal came after he received the
ball from Conall Dunne and beat

his marker on the outside to rifle
home. The second was even more
impressive as Murphy started the
move 40m from goal and it was
carried on by Stephen Griffin and
David Walsh who found Murphy
in front of goal and he made no

mistake.

Good going forward

By that stage Donegal lead by 2--

1 to 0-3, the point from a Stephen
Griffin free inside a minute. Mayo
did look good going forward and
were rewarded with points from
three Conor Mortimer points, two
from frees. Indeed, his third point
could have been a goal as Barry
Moran flicked the pall on to nin
but it fell behind and he hooked it
over the bar. Alan Dillon and the
impressive Peadar Gardiner did
pull points back for Mayo to leave
them trailing by just three (2-2 to

_ 0-5) after 19 minutes, but Donegal

really upped their game in the
second quarter. They were

rewarded with a succession of
points from David Walsh, two
Griffin frees and points from play
from Eamon McGee, Michael
Doherty and Ciaran Bonner to
hold a very healthy half-time lead
2-8 to 0-5.

The second half was a much dif-
ferent affair. Billie Joe Padden had
a Mayo point inside a minute
while Donegal had the ball in the
Mayo net within a minute. In
probably their best move of the
game, Neil Gallagher found him-
self free in front of goal but he did
not take on the chance, opting to
find Michael Murphy. And while
the ball ended in the net, it
was ruled out for Murphy being in
the square.

Stephen Griffin pointed a free
but Mayo took control through
Ronan McGarrity in the middle.
Conor Mortimer pointed and then
set up Barry Moran for a goal.

- This was followed by points from
Mickey Sweeney and Trevor

Mortimer to reduce the margin to just
three points. Stephen Griffin pointed
a free and when Ronan McGarrity was
yellow carded it seemed Mayo's
chance was gone with 15 minutes left.

The big turning point came a
minute later when Murphy knocked a

ball back across the goal and Stephen
Griffin seemed to be pulled back as
he was about to take his goal. The
penalty was not awarded and Mayo
profitted.

Barry Moran and Conor Mortimer
(2) pointed to reduce the margin to
the minimum with two minutes of
normal time left. It seemed Donegal
would still prevail as the two minutes
of alotted time passed but John
Bannon allowed an extra minute and
Kieran Conroy popped up to send
Mayo followers home happy.

There will be plenty of things for
the Donegal management to ponder
before their next game at home to
Dublin on March 8th. They will take
heart from the first half but will won-
der how they lost a game that
seemed secure.

DONEGAL: M Boyle; Declan Walsh,
N McGee, P McDaid; F McGlynn, B
Monaghan, E MeGee (0-1); N
Gallagher, C Bomner (0-2); R
Kavanagh, C Dunne, David Walsh (0-
13; M Doherty (0-1), S Griffin (0-5,5f),
Michael Murphy (2-0). Subs.: B Boyle
for Dunne; E Waide for McGlynn; C
McFadden for Murphy; K McMenamin
for David Walsh; L Thompson for
Doherty

MAYO: D. Clarke; L.O'Malley, G
Cafferkey, D Vaughan; P Gardiner (0-
1), T Cunniffe, P Kelly; T Parsons, R
McGarrity; B Padden (0-1), T
Mortimer (0-1), A Dillon (0-14); C
Mortimer (0-6,54f), B Moran (1-1), A
Moran. Subs., B Kelly for Dillon; M
Sweeney (0-1) for Kelly; P Harte for
Padden; M Ronaldson for Parsons; K
Conroy (0-1) for McGarity (y/c)

Referee: J Bannon (Longford).

Man of the match

Michael Murphy was outstanding
for Donegal on his return while Barry
Monaghan, Neil Gallagher and Ciaran
Bonner also worked hard. Ronan
McGarrity was immense for Mayo
while the Mortimers were also very
important. The award goes to Trevor
Mortimer who was the fulcrum of the
Mayo comeback in the second half.

Turning point

The Mayo goal gave them the impe-
tus but from a Donegal point of view,
the decision of referee, John Bannon,
not to give a penalty when Stephen

“Griffin was hauled back on 23 min-

utes helped Mayo.
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DONEGAL
DUBLIN

1-08
0-13
REPORT BY CHRIS MCNULTY AT FR

TIERNEY PARK
PHOTOS BY DONNA MCBRIDE

DONEGAL are still searching for a
first National League win in 2009 af-
ter a gallant comeback attempt fell
short of defeating Dublin in horren-
dous conditions at Fr Tierney Park,
Ballyshannon yesterday.

John Joe Doherty’s team came
from six points down at half-time to
be level heading into the final ten
minutes. But, it was there that
Dublin showed their worth, pusing
on for victory thanks to points from
Ger Brennan and Ross McConnell,

A 50th minute goal by Conall
Dunne had helped haul Donegal
from the brink and with a good sec-
ond-half display, the home side might
have taken something from the
game, only to be let down by some
poor passing, handling and some
wayward shooting that wasn’t
helped by a brisk Ballyshannon gale
that was accompanied at times by
driving hail and rain showers.

Both sides were heading into the
game bidding for a first win of the
League season and it was the Dubs
who made most of the early hay.
Playing with the breeze in their
backs, they were 0-7 to 0-1 up inside
23 minutes.

It took the off-colour hosts some
20 minutes to open their account
with Brendan Boyle slotting over af-
ter a move that could have ended

with a goal, the Ardara man popping

aver the bar after Bonner, Dunne and
Griffin were all involved.

By that stage, Boyle - who was
named at wing-forward - and
Michael Murphy had traded places
as Donegal looked to get into a con-
test that was fast slipping away, hav-

ing already conceded five by the time

they raised a flag. ;

Bernard Brogan and Kevin Bonner
put the Dubs two up inside three
minutes, with quick fire points from
Conal Keaney, Ross McConnell and
captain David Henry raising the
cheers of the visiting fans.

At least three of those scores came
from Donegal attacks breaking
down, the home side having a frus-
trating tendancy to work the ball
deep into Dublin territory, only to
lose possession at the vital moment.
Donegal’s early play was tipified
when Griffin launched a 35-metre
free straight into the arms of Barry
Cahill, as he attempted a pass into
David Walsh. It was a pattern that
others would follow time and time
again in a first-half that couldn’t end
quickly enough for Donegal.

After Boyle got Donegal off the
mark, Keaney (free) and Bernard
Brogan extended the Dublin lead to
six points within the following three
minutes.

Donegal showed five changes to
the side that let a nine-point lead slip
away to draw with Mayo last time
out with Eoin Waide in for a first
senior start and Raymond Sweeney,
Kevin Cassidy, Christy Toye and
Brendan Bovle all baek in from the

Match Stats

DONEGAL/DUBLIN

Goals 1/0
Points 8/13
Wides 8/7
458 2/0
Frees awarded 26/22
Frees scored 2/4
Short efforts 1/4
Yellow cards 0/1
Red cards 0/0

off, while injuries deprived the home-
sters of Frank McGlynn, Neil Gal-
lagher and Barry Monaghan.

Conall Dunne had a sight of goal
on the half-hour mark, but a brave
interception by full-back Denis Bas-
tic - who had to leave the park for the
next five minutes to receive medical
treatment - denied the St Eunan’s
ace.

Michael Murphy pulled a 25-metre
free wide before Christy Toye saw a
goal-bound effort deflected wide on
the stroke of half-time, with Ciaran
Bonner just failing to get a touch at
the back post.

Trailing 0-7 to 0-1, Donegal were
thankful that Dublin dried up for the
final 12 minutes of the half.

One of the main talking points of
the interval was an incident on 32
minutes that left Ciaran Bonner left

sprawled on the turf. Dublin sub, the -
veteran Jason Sherlock, was clearly -

seen from the press box to have un-

characteristically kicked out at Bon-' .

ner on the ground, though the at-
tacker was exhonerated as neither
the linesman or the umpires had-
deemed Sherlock to be. quilty of an
offence.

Referee Marty Duffy from Sligo
didn’t do much to endear himself to
the home crowd over the hour as the
new rules strangely appeared not to
be in effect for large portions of the
contest.

Ten minutes after the changeover,
Donegal found the gap out to eight
points, with McConnell, Bernard
Brogan and Conal Keaney on the
mark after Griffin pointed Donegal’s
second score on 36 minutes,

The Tir Chonaill men received a
lifeline in the form of a goal after
Michael Murphy brilliantly Jjudged
his angles to point from the left flank
[on 48 minutes. Two minutes further
‘had elapsed when the green flag was
raised,

Christy Toye did well to win pos-
session and he fed Dunne, who raced
clear and finished with aplomb to the
roof of the Dublin net. With the wind
now in their sails, Donegal found
themselves on top for a spell.

Michael Murphy converted a free,
Ciaran Bonner fired over a sublime
point from way out the right side af-
ter being fed by Cassidy before
David Walsh clipped over to reduce
the arrears to the minimum having
been played in by 4 clever Toye flick.
The move for that score started in
the full-back line, where Paddy Mc-
Daid did well to win possession and
he with the help of Cassidy helped
send Bonner on his wav. with the
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Glenswilly man feeding Toye.

A Keaney free after Bonner fouled
the roaving Ger Brennan put Dublin
two up, but Donegal weren’t done.
Murphy raised the roof with 2 mas-
SIve score on 61 minutes when he
concluded a fine move involving
Toye, Kavanagh and Roper.

The teams were level when debu-
tant Dara Gallagher belied his youth-
ful years with the score of the game.

. Raymond Sweeney showed his expe-

rience to intercept a poor kick-out
and he offloaded to the Glenties man,
who split the sticks with an expertly
placed kick from the left side.
Donegal just couldn’t drive on,
though, and the Dubs sealed their
win with Brennan getting up for his
point and the highly influential Me-
Connell clipning over the clincher on

68 minutes: Michael Bovle prevented
a Dublin gola in stoppage time with a
super save from Barry Cahill, who

« Was up to get on the end of an Alan
Brogan centre.

Donegal now sit second from bot-

tom and ahead of Sunday’s trip to

. Galway, a relegation hattle is in wait
for John Joe and company, though
the return of Cassidy and Toye were

+ among the bright points yesterday.

DONEGAL: Michael Boyle; Eamo
MeGee, Neil McGee, Paddy McDaid;
Eoin Waide, Raymond Sweeney,
Kevin Cassidy; Ciaran Bonner (0-1),
Christy Toye; Brendan Boyle (0-1),
Conall Dunne {1-0), Rory Kavanagh;
Michael Murphy (0-3, 1f), Stephen
Griffin (0-1, 1f), David Walsh (0-1).
SUBS: Brian Roper for Boyle (43

mins); Dara Gallagher (0-1) for Grif-
fin (54 mins).

DUBLIN: Stephen Cluxton; Paddy
Andrews, Denis Bastic, Alan Hub-
. bard; James Brogan, Ger Brennan (0-
‘1), Barry Cahill: Ciaran Whelan,
Ross McConnell (0-3); Diarmuid Con-
 nolly, Conal Keaney (0-4, 3f), David
Henry (0-1); Blaine Kelly, Kevin Bon-
‘ner ((-1), Bernard Brogan (0-3, 1f).
SUBS: Jason Sherlock for Connolly
(20 mins); Declan Lally for J.Brogan
(35 mins); Bryan Cullen for Bonner
(half-time); Alan Brogan for Henry
(55 mins).
Yellow card: James Brogan (35
mins). i

REFERE: Marty Duffy (Sligo).
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GALWAY
DONEGAL

1-16
0-12

REPORT BY CHRIS MCNULTY AT
PEARSE STADIUM
PHOTOS BY RAY RYAN/SPORTSFILE

ONEGAL’S poor start Lo the

National Football League

campaign continued yester-

day afternoon in Pearse

~Stadium, Salthill, where a Michael

Meehan inspired Galway shot down
John Joe Doherty’s charges by seven
points.

Meehan hit a deadly 1-9 on a day
when he demonstrated his reputa-
tion as one of the country’s form-for-
wards at the moment, with a precise
and stunning demolition of a dispirit-
ed Donegal.

Galway headed for the changing
rooms at half-time to a heroe’s recep-
tion thanks to an opening half per-
formance that saw them go in 1-11 to
0-2 ahead. A resurgent Donegal
emerged for a period in parl two that
yielded seven scores on the bounce
to bring them back to within fiveat a
stage.

But, Galway showed their worth to
close the game out with two late
points from Man-of-the-Match Mee-
han and yet again Donegal’s come-
back would result in despair. The vis-
itors ultimately got what they de-
served, however, as Galway were by
far and away the dominant force over
the hour. Two points and two wides -
told its own story of Donegal’s first-
half, in which they struggled to get
beyond the Galway ‘45",

The introduction of Ciaran Bonner
at the break sparked life into Done-
gal, who were staring at the prover-
bial mountain. Fifteen minutes into
the second-half, Donegal still trailed
by 12 despite Christy Toye scoring
from play, McFadden registcring a
free and Murphy landing a 45" over
the black spot.

In that time, Meehan scored twice
either side of a fisted effort from
Gareth Bradshaw, who was hit late
by Neil MeGee in the process of scor-
ing and the action would be the
Donegal’s defender’s last as ref Pat
McEnaney showed yellow.

Bonner got Donegal’s momentum
kick-started in the 54th minute and
the Glenswilly man then fed Eoin
Waide for his second point of the day
from wing-back. Rory Kavanagh'’s
quick free fed Bonner, who duly
obliged and then the green and gold
flags were hoisted to greet a David
Walsh effort.

Bonner added another, sub
Stephen Griffin stroked over and
Christy Toye hit one from all of 40
metres. Briefly, the thought turned to
what a Donegal goal might do for the
contest. At 1-14 to 0-12, the tie would
really have been placed in the pot,
only for Meehan to strike two timely
reminders of the way the script
would read.

Yet again, it was a tale of woe for
John Joe Doherty and company who,
for the second week running, held a
substantial post mortem in the dress-
ing room after the game. The prob-
lems were there for all to see in the
first-half as Donegal struggled to get
the ball out inte the dangerous for-
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Galway/Donegal

Goals 1/0

Points 16/12

Wides 6/13

458 : 0/1

Frees awarded 22/14

Frees scored 4/13

Short efforts 11

Yellow cards 0/1

Red cards 0/0

wards like Murphy and McFadden as
well as failing to cope with the pres-
sure from Meehan, Joyce and compa-
ny at the other end.

Despite having named an un-
changed team in the lead up to yes-
terday’s contest, Donegal boss John
Joe Doherty named five switches in
the starting XV that took to the field.
Paul Durean replaced Michael Boyle
in goal, Colm McFadden was handed
a first start of the campaign in at-
tack, while Leon Thompson and Bri-
an Roper were also glven p]aces
from the off. - .

Table toppers Galway, eager to
preserve their perfect start to the

League season, opened sharply with -

Damien Dunleavy getting on the end
of the first move of the match to open
the scoring inside of 15 seconds.
Colm McFadden clipped-an up-
right with a free, before Michael
Murphy got Donegal off the mark

with a good point from play, only for °

Michael Meehan to round Neil
MecGee and find the range.

Sean Armstrong then flashed a
goal chanee wide of the larget after

Meehan helped Nicky Joyce’s centre

into his path. Armstrong stepped in-
side his man, but perhaps was a little
greedy in option to strike for the net

- with bodies in his way.

Galway did extend their lead
through Nicky Joyce and then Mee-
han stepped up to Iand a 46-metre
free off the ground with the one-way
traffic continuing to surge through
the Tir Chonaill rearguard as Dun-
leavy got on the end of Mechan’s
knock-down to score.

Armstrong and Meehan, again,

raised flags affer Foin Waide ended

the famine at the other end, taking a
pass from Rory Kavanagh to score in
the 21st minute.

Disaster reaily landed at Done-
gal’s feel in the 23rd minute when
Meehan rounded Paddy McDaid to
fire low under the body of Durcan for

- goal after being played in by Padraic

Joyce.

The gap had stretched to eight
points and Donegal were wilting fast.

The Galway net had rippled in the
18th minute when David Walsh
clipped home, but it didn’t register
on the scoreboard as referee Pat
McEnaney had already called the
play back, penalising Roper for a
double-hop.

(Galway, thanks to two from Mee-
han and one each from Gareth Brad-
shaw and Joe Bergin opened up a
massive twelve-point gap at the in-
terval and the men in maroon left at

the break to a standing ovation, such
wag their dominanee in part one,
which they closed off with 1-5 unan-
swered in the Space of the ]ast 13
minutes.

While Donegal won the second—
half 0-10 to 0-5, it merely placed a
touch of respectability back onto the
final score, though the result was

never i any great doubt as Galway

always had the bit.

With one point collected from four
games, Donegal continue to hover
dangerously above basement side
‘Westmeath, ahead of the visit of All

~Treland Champions Tyrone to Bally-

_bofey on Saturdaywight.
— GALWAY: Paul Doherty; Nialt

Coyne, Finian Hanley, Damien

Burke; Garreth Bradshaw (0-2), Diar-
muid Blake, Darren Mullahy; Joe
Bergin (0-1), Mark Lyndon; Sean
Armstrong (0-1), Padraic Joyce, Bar-
ry Cullinane; Damien Dunleavy (0-2),
Michael Meehan (1-9, 4f), Nicky
Joyee (0-1). SUBS: Declan Meehan for
Mullahy (22 mins); Fiachra Breath-
nach for N.Joyce (24 mins); Matthew
Clancy for Breathnach (50 mins);
Gary Sice for Coyne (53 mins); David
Reilly for Lydon (64 mins).
DONEGAL: Paul Durcan; Eamon

McGee, Neil McGee, Paddy Mchaid;
Eoin Waide (0-2), Raymond Sweeney,
Kevin Cassidy; Rory Kavanugh,
Christy Toye (0-2); Brian Roper,
Conall Dunne, David Walsh (0-1);
Leon Thompson, Michael Murphy (0-
2,145"), Colm McFadden (0-1, 1)-
SUBS: Michael Maguire for Sweeney
(hali-time); Ciaran Bonner (0-3) for

. Dunne (half-time); Johnny Gallagher

for N.MeGee (43 mins); Stephen Grif-
fin (0-1) for Thompson (48 mins);

" Ryan Bradley for Murphy (56 mins).

Yellow card: Neil McGee (42 mins).
REFEREE: Pat McEnaney

(Monaghan).
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Morale boosting
win for John Joe
and Donegal

DONEGAL
TYRONE

0-11
0-08

REPORT BY CHRIS MCNULTY AT SEAN
MACCUMHAILL PARK. PHOTOS BY
DECLAN DOHERTY

DETERMINED Donegal were a resur-
gent force on Saturday night as the
under-strength Tir Chonail side over-
came All Ireland Champions Tyrone
to pick up a first League victory of
2009 that helps lift them out of the rel-
egation zone and ease the pressure at
the foot of the Division 1 table.

Five pointed frees from Stephen
Griffin helped steer Donegal to victo-
ry against an off-colour Tyrone, who
kicked a staggering 18 wides, ten of
them in a second half in which they
scored just once, against a depleted
home side that was desperate for a
morale-boosting win.

Despite being without a number of
familiar faces, Donegal were full val-
ue for their win on a night that saw
them banish some of the painful mem-
ories of the last few weeks, particu-
larly those from the previous weeks’
clash in Galway.

Manager John Joe Doherty disci-
plined a couple of players during the
week and they were absent from the
squad on Saturday night, while the
Glen man was also down the likes of
Kevin Cassidy and Colm McFadden to
injury and the U21 contingent only
started on the bench with John Joe
granting a request from county U21
manager Sean Clerkin not to include

them from the start with Wednesday
week’s Ulster semi final in mind. Eoin
Waide and Michael Murphy did make
late appearances from the bench
though.

The performances of those players
who came info the equation certainly
sent out a message to those players
who incurred the wrath of indisci-
pline, with a few men putting their
hands up now for inclusion again
when the management make their
next selection. With a number of im-
pressive performers also on the U21
team on Wednesday last, it’s a clear

Monduay, March 23, 2009

signal that reputation alone won't
count with the current management,
who have issued a clear memo that
only the totally commited will be con-
sidered.

On the occasion of his 100th ap-
pearance in the senior county jersey,
Christy Toye played a starring role in
push Donegal on for the win. Every-

thing good about Donegal’s play in-
volved the St Michael's man, who
chipped in wit.. REPUe 20th minute
point.

There were bright sparks too from
Michael Maguire, who posted two bril-
liant first-half points on his first
League start, the Naomh Columba
man one of Donegal’s best players be-
fore being withdrawn for a somewhat
harsh yellow card call in the 50th
minute.

Both managers made sweeping
changes to their line-ups, with seven
switched made by both Doherty and
his opposite number Mickey Harte,
who was without the injured duo

Justin McMahor and Enda McGinley
from their last-ditch win over West-
meath a week earlier.

It was a frantic opening on a perfect
evening for football, with the teams
sharing 12 points in the first 20 min-
utes and they parted level, 0-7 apiece,
at the interval.

Two Sean Cavanagh frees, after
Ryan Mellon had opened the scoring
for the Red Hands, helped put the vis-
itors 0-3 to 0-1 ahead after only seven
minutes, the Donegal response com-
ing from wing-back Michael Maguire,
who slotted over in style from dis-
tance.

The Glen man, with a second lovely
point from long-range from a Stephen
Griffin pull-back and a Griffin free
brought Donegal level before the Tir
Chonaill side missed a glorious goal
chance in the 12th minute.

Michael Doherty put David Walsh
in on goal, but he drove at goalkeeper
John Devine, who was out to narrow
the angles.

Colm McCullagh posted the score of
the game on 17 minutes, dropping the
ball just inside the near upright off his
trusted left boot from a difficult angle
on the left flank.

sean Cavanagh’s third point of the
evening made it a two-point game, but
Donegal, unlike in previous weeks, re-
fused to go away, with Griffin on the
mark before Christy Toye levelled the
game for the fourth time, finding the
range with ease after combining well
with Roper.

1t took a smart fisted effort from
David Walsh, who was put through
following some brilliance by Toye to
manufacture the chanee, to restore
parity for the interval, after Owen
Mulligan shot Tyrone ahead.

Referee Pat MeGovern wasn’t en-
dearing himself to the green and gold
contingent during the opening period
with some mestionable intervrita-
tions of the new rules to say the least
shown by the official. Manager Do-
herty, mentor Tony Boyle, who was
particularly incenced by one free giv-
en to Tyrone close to the break, and
goalkeeper Paul Durcan among those
to have a word in the ear of the man in
hlack as they headed for the refresh-
ments.

The second-half free count in Done-
gal’s favour was ten-nil at an early

juncture, but during a period where
they were well on top they kicked
three bad wides in succession that
looked like they might come back and
hite.

But, a point from sub Brian
MeGuigan after the hour mark was
Tyrone's first since the 24th minute of
the game - a remarkable 37 minutes in
between. It represented their only flag
of the second-half, while Donegal se-
cured victory with points by Griffin
(2), Roper and Doherty.

Sean Cavanagh could have stole an
undeserved point for the visitors late
on, but his powerful shot struck the
post with a brilliant goal chanece when
he burst though on Durcan and Done-
gal, who could afford to go the final 14
minutes without troubling the score-
board operator, held on to record a
fine win.

It was no less than they deserved
on the night with fine individual per-
formances from Michael Maguire,
Brendan Boyle, David Walsh, Brian
Roper, Conall Dunne, Michael Doher-
ty and, in particular, Man-of-the-
Match Christy Toye, who looks like

his form of old is ready to return.

More ol the same wiik be reguireu
on Sunday when Donegal travel to
Mullingar to face basement side West-
meath in the penuitimate League en-
counter.

DONEGAL: Paul Durcan; Johnny
Gallagher, Neil McGee, Paddy Me-
Daid; Charlie Byrne, Barry Mon-
aghan, Michael Maguire (0-2); Bren-
dan Boyle, Christy Toye (0-1); David
‘Walsh (0-1), Brian Roper (0-1), Rory
Kavanagh; Conall Dunne, Stephen
Griffin (0-5, 5f), Michael Doherty (0-1,
1f). SUBS: Eoin Waide for Maonira (R0
mins); Michael Murphy for Griffin (54"
mins); Raymond Sweeney for Mon-
aghan (66 mins); Ryan Bradley for
Boyle (69 mins); Odhran Doherty for
Dunne (71 mins).

Yellow cards: Michael Maguire (50
mins); Barry Monaghan (66 mins).

TYRONE: John Devine; PJ Quinn,
Conor Gormley, Ciaran Gourley; Davy
Harte, Stephen ('Neill, Philip Jordan;
Kevin Hughes, Colin Holmes; Colm
Cavanagh, Owen Mulligan (0-1), Tom-
my McGuigan; Colm McCullagh (0-2,
1f), Sean Cavanagh (0-3, 2f), Ryan Mel-
lon (0-1). SUBS: Brian McGuigan (0-1)
for Mellon (50 mins); Enda McGinley
for Holmes (54 mins); Martin Swift for
Quinn (55 mins); Martin Penrose for’
MecCullagh (59 mins); Niall Gormley
for T.MecGuigan (67 mins); Cathal Mc-
Carron for Gormiey (72 mins).

REFEREE: Pat McGovern (Gal-
way).

MATCH STATS
Donegal/Tyrone

Goals 0/0
Points "11/8
Wides 11/16
458 0/1
Frees awarded 21/22
Frees scored 6/3
Yellow cards 2/0
Red cards 0/0
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Important victory
for Donegal in
fight to avoid drop

DONEGAL
WESTMEATH

0-15
1-07

REPORT BY CHRIS MCNULTY AT CUSACK
PARK. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL O'DONNELL

SOMETIMES just getting a victory is
the important thing from games such
as yesterday's National League clash
in Mullingar that saw Donegal rele-
gate disappointing Westmeath.

As a spectacle, vesterday’s game
certainly won't be up there with those
in contention for the ‘Best of 2009’
DVDs at the end of the year, but from
a Donegal point of view coming out on
top is what matiered most. '

They did so by coming good in the
final third, with their big players
standing tall during a period where
Brendan Devenney came off the
bench for a first intercounty appear-
ance since last year's Championship,
while Michael Hegarty came in for a
first appearance of 2009,

Donegal had dominated possession
in the opening stages and led 0-6 to 0-
3 before being rocked by a Niall Kil-
coyne goal just before the break. A
David Walsh point gave them a slen-
der cushion and, while Westmeath
battled back to draw level again,
Donegal kicked for home with Rory
Kavanagh, up to being shown a yellow
card, Christy Toye and Brendan Boyle
immense.

From the team that defeated Ty-
rone last weekend, there was just one
change with Ryan Bradley replacing
Stephen Griffin in attack, but the big
news on the team front on the day was
the return of the enigmatic Devenney
to the fold.

Denis Glennon, from a fourth
minute free won by Niall Kilcoyne off
Neil McGee, opened the scoring for
the home team. but a minute later
Christy Toye levelled matters when he
deftly flicked the ball over his
shoudler after some industrious ap-
proach work by Dunne and Roper.

Bven by that early stage, Donegal
should have been well in the clear
though. Just 15 seconds into the game,
All Star goalkeeper Gary Con-
naughton had to be at his best to deny

Ryan Bradley. From the throw-in,
Toye batted down for Boyle and the
ball was worked up to put the Bun-
crana man in on goal, but his shot was
well saved by Connaughton.

After shooting two wides and drop-
ping two into the hands of Con-
naughton, Donegal took the lead in
the ninth minute when Boyle stroked
over after running onto a clever off-
load by Roper.

Just over a minute later, Conall
Dunne got his angles to perfection to
extend the advantage from a pass by
the influential Rory Kavanagh, who
won a mountain of ball for the visitors
during a good spell of pressure.

Kavanagh was involved again for
Donegal’s next peint as he set up Ryan
Bradley, who made it a three-point
game with a score that was made by
the sublime vision of Christy Toye,
whose pin-point crossfield ball gave
the Eunan’s man possession.

Brendan Boyle doubled his tally
with a fantastic kick from way out the
right before Michael Ennis scored
Westmeath'’s first point from play on
25 minutes. Ryan Bradley and Gienn
(free) traded points and Donegal led
by double scores as the interval
loomed.

Westmeath were handed a lifeline
in the final minute of the half’s normal
time when the Tir Chonaill rearguard
failed to deal with a poor Glennon free
that dropped short. Niall Kilcoyne
could scarcely believe his luck when
he was allowed not only to fetch the
ball from the sky, but then being af-
forded the freedom to turn and plant
a left-footed shot beyond Paul Durcan
to the Donegal net.

David Walsh split the sticks two
minutes into stoppage time to give
Donegal a slender 0-7 to 1-3 advantage
as the sides parted for the dressing
rooms amid & drenching Midlands
deluge.

Michael Doherty capitalised on a
poor pass out of the Westmeath de-
fence to clip Donegal into a two-point
lead with the first peint of the second-
half, but inside the next eight minutes
the home team, with a renewed spring
in their steps, drew level thanks to
Bannon and Doran.

Inspirational scored from Ka-
vanagh and Toye, after a brilliant
block by Brendan Boyle on Glennon’s
goal-bound shot, put Donegal in the
driving seat again, before Devenney
and Hegarty were introduced on 50
minutes.

Toye brilliantly fired over his third
of the game before good link-up be-
tween Bradley and Griffin saw the for-
mer send Donegal into a four-point
lead.

While Westmeath did have time for
two maore points, from Glennon and
Michael Ennis, Donegal finished well
with points from play by Griffin and
Hegarty coming either side of a 13-
metre free by Roper.

Impressively, that placed ball at-
tempt by Roper was Donegal’s only
point from a free all afternoon, with
Bradley and Toye doing the bulk of
the damage with a hat-trick of points
each and Brendan Boyle chipping in
with two from a midfield that con-
fributed one third of the Tir Chenaill
total.

It might not have been pretty, but
it’s a case of job done for John Joe and
company, who have sights set firmly
on beating Derry on Sunday week to
preserve their top flight status.

Donegal had good displays from
Toye, Kavanagh and Boyle, as well as
Ryan Bradley and Barry Monaghan.

DONEGAL: Paul Durean; Johnny
Gallagher, Neil McGee, Paddy Me-
Daid; Charlie Byrne, Barry Mon-
aghan, Michael Maguire; Brendan
Bovle (0-2), Christy Tove (0-3); David
Walsh (0-1), Brian Roper, Rory Ka-
vanagh (0-1); Conall Dunne (0-1), Ryan
Bradley {(0-3), Michael Doherty (0-1).
SUBS: Stephen Griffin (0-1) for Dunne
(36 minutes); Michael Hegarty (0-1)
for Roper (50 mins); Brendan Deven-
ney for Doherty (50 mins); Brian Rop-
er (0-1, 1f) for Kavanagh (52 mins);
Raymond Sweeney for Byrne (53
mins); Ronan MacNiallais for Griffin
(67 mins).

Yellow card: Rory Kavanagh (51
mins), Stephen Griffin (66 mins).

WESTMEATH: Gary Con-
naughton; Francis Boyle, Kieran
Gavin, John Keane; Alan Clafiey,
Derek Heavin, Doran Harte (0-1); Niall
Kilcoyne (1-0), David Duffy; Michael
Ennis (0-1), John Smyth, Conradh
Reilly; Thomas McDaniel, Denis Glen-
non (0-3, 2f), Conor Lynam. SUBS:
Dermot Bannon (0-1) for McDaniel (34
mins); Paul Bannon for Kilcoyne (51
mins); John Conellan for Claffey (58
mins); Keith Scally for Reilly (60
mins).

REFEREE: Aidan Mangan (Kerry).
MATCH STATS
Donegal/Westmeath
Goals 0/1
Points 15/7
Wides 7/9
458 0/2
Frees awarded 19/26
Frees scored 1/2
Short efforts 13
Yellow cards 2/0
Red cards 0/0



Allianz National Football League, Division One

1-7
0-15

WESTMEATH
DONEGAL

Report: Peter Campbell
Photos: Conor McGonagle
Donegal consigned Westmeath to

Division Two with a convincing win in - |

Cusack Park, Mullingar and in the
process gave themselves a chance of
staying in the top flight.

However, the Tir Chonaill men are still in
relegation trouble because of Mayo's win
over Galway and Dublin's draw with Kerry.
They will travel to Maghera in two weeks
time needing a win to survive.

In this game Kerry referee, Alan Mangan,
was the centre of attention in the first half
with his interpretation of the handpass rule.

Donegal were the main victims of his fussy
whistling and the visiting supporiers and
mentors made their feelings known at half-
time. Mangan had missed the push in the
back by Niall Kilcoyne a minute from the
break and he took full advantage to fire
home a Westmeath goal.

That score put the home side on level
terms, 1-3 to 0-6 after Donegal had
dominated for most of the half. Points from
midfielders Brendan Boyle (2) and Christy
Toye had helped while new full-forward
Ryan

Bradley chipped in with two points also.
Bradley could have got Donegal off o the
perfect start but failed to beat Gary
Connaughton from point blank range after
Jjust 15 seconds.

Conall Dunne also had a very good score,
converting from an awkward angle after ten
minutes. Overall Donegal were in charge
although the usual propensity for the short
pass was at the expense of a cutting edge up
front.

Westmeath had relied on two pointed frees
from Denis Glennon and one from play from
Michael Ennis as they played second fiddle,
especially around midfield.

Two minutes into added time at the end of
the half David Walsh added the last score to
put Donegal deservedly ahead at the break.
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Top flight status in own hands

The rain came for the second half but
otherwise it was a similar pattern with
Michael Doherty pointing inside a minute
but then Westmeath got back on terms after
ten minutes with points from Dermot
Bannon and half-back, Doran Harte,

But it was then that Donegal responded

weill with a magnificent score from Rory
Kavanagh from over 50m . This waswas
followed by two Christy Toye points and
from there Donegal never looked back.

In between the Toye points, Rory Kavanagh
was yellow carded as he hauled John Smyth
back. Brian Roper, who had been replaced
minutes earlier, was brought back in and he
steadied the ship.

In the final ten minutes Westmeath did put
¥ on something of a surge but they had little
i bite apart from Glennon, who got through
on one run but Brendan Boyle stepped in to
make & brave block and deny him.,

Stephen Griffin picked up a yellow card
| also with four minutes left before Brian
Roper (free) and Michael Hegarty closed out .
the game in the final minutes.

The winners' only score from a free came in
the final minute when Roper won and
pointed. All of the starting forward line got
on the scoresheet while the midfield
partnership of Christy Toye and Brendan
Boyle accounted for five of their total.

Westmeath: G Connaughton; F Boyle, K
Gavin, J Keane; A Claffey, D Heavin, D
Harte (0-1); N Kilcoyne (1-0), D Duffy; M
Ennis (0-2), J Smyth, C Reilly; T McDaniel, D
Glennon (0-3,2f), C Lynam. Subs; D Bannon
(0-1) for McDaniel 30; F Bannon for Kilcoyne
52; J Connellan for Claffey 56; K Scally for
Reilly 60.

Donegal: P Durcan; J Gallagher, N McGee,
P McDaid; C Byrne, B Monaghan, M
McGuire; B Boyle (0-2), C Toye (0-3); D Walsh
(0-1), B Roper (0-1,), R Kavanagh (0-1); C
Dunne (0-1), R Bradley (0-3}, M Doherty (0-1).

Bran Roper laying the ball off under pressure from Derek Heavin during Sunday's National League clash in Mullingar. (3103¢
e ;i - - i | Subs: S Griffin (0-1) for Dunne 37; M

Hegarty (0-1) for Roper; B Devenney for
Doherty, both 50; B Roper for Kavanagh y/c
54; R Sweeney for Byrne 55; R MachaIlaJs
for Griffin y/c 66

Referee: A Mangan (Kerry)
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Match Stats

DERRY
DONEGAL

0-14
0-10

REPORT BY CHRIS MCNULTY
AT WATTY GRAHAM PARK
PHOTOS BY OLIVER MCVEIGH

DONEGAL’S relegation to Division 2
was confirmed yesterday following a
four-point defeat to North West ri-
vals Derry, who advance to the
League final for the second year in
sucecession. ;

With Dublin hammering West-
meath, even a draw wouldn’t have
been good enough to keep Donegal
in the top flight. As it was, a tame ef-
fort from the Tir Chonaill outfit con-
demned them to the drop.

Derry, meanwhile, are on course
to retain the Division One title hav-

" ing set up a repeat of last year’s final
following the win and Kerry’s win
over Galway in the top of the table
clash.

Leading by the minimum, 0-6 to 0-
5, at the interval, Derry hit five
points to Donegal’s one in the third
quarter in a spell that was to prove
pivotal in the win for Damien Cas-
sidy’s charges.

Donegal were well below par on a
sunny afternoon at the foot of the
Glenshane Pass and only for a half-a-
dozen frees by Michael Doherty
keeping them ticking, the gap could
have been a landslide one.

Referee Padraig Hughes was the
topic of debate from both sets of fans
throughout. In a far from cynical
first-half, the free county stood at 32,
with some quite peculiar cails from
the official throughout. -

Charlie Byrne's bid to beat an an-
Kle injury was an unsuccessful one,
with the Malin wing-back missing
out on a place in the team and Shane
McGowan of Bundoran the man to
profit in the only change to the start-

" ing XV from that which beat West- -
meath a fornight ago.

Despite a League final place - and
a chance to defend their crown
against Kerry - being up for grabs,
Derry boss Damien Cassidy opted to
continue the Oak Leaf rotation policy
and made eight changes from the
win over Tyrone. Paddy Bradley was
one of theb octe! to make way and
the star forward was not among the
subs yesterday.

Kevin McCloy, Sean Marty Lock-
hart and Paul Cartin were others
who were not in the first fifteen,
though there was a recall for Mark
Lynch at corner forward, after he
shook off an injury.

Lynch turned in an impressive
first-half’s work that saw him score

two precious points, the second of
which he fired over after a laboured
move forward by the hosts in stop-
page time.

That was enough to send Damien
Cassody’s team info a 0-6 to 0-5 half-
time lead.

Derry/Donegal
Goals 0/0
Points 14/10
Wides 8/9
458 0/1
Frees awarded 21/31
Frees scored 4/6
Short efforts 2/0
Yellow cards 0/1
Red cards 0/0

Donegal had got off to a good start.

with the roaving Michael Maguire
opening the scoring with barely 20
seconds ticked on the watch after
Boyle and Dunne advanced the play
when Christy Toye broke down the
throw-in.

Barry McGoldrick levelled and
Seamus Bradley put Derry ahead,
only for a Doherty free and a Brian

Roper point from play to restore par-
ity for Donegal again by the eleventh
minute.

Roper fired over the shoulder to
put Donegal ahead again, but Doher-
ty’s second free of the day on 25 min-
utes - a great kick from distance -
had the scores tied for the fifth time
after Lynch and Enda Lynn regis-
tered at the other end.

All the pre-match talk was of the
eight changes in the Derry team and
how the Sperrin County side were
not too enamoured by the prospect
of a day out on Sunday week. No
Paddy Bradley, no Kevin McCloy and
no Joe Diver in the starting line-up
threw some weight behind that no-
tion, but in the third quarter of the
game, the red and white clad outfit
stepped up their challenge and ulti-
mately Damien Cassidy’s team .
proved much too strong for light-
weight Donegal in the physical
stakes. ;

While Donegal hit a couple of bad
wides after the resumption, Derry
moved three in front as James Kielt
scored either side of a free from the
returned Mark Lynch, who landed
his effort from close to the sideline.

Michael Doherty raised a flag at
the other end with a free, but Derry
pushed on with Brian Og McAlary
and Sean Leo McGoldrick on the
mark as the Oak Leaf side moved
five in front, 0-11 to 0-6, on 51 min-
utes.

Donegal sent on the experienced
heads of Brendan Devenney, Kevin
Cassidy and Michael Hegarty when
the going got tough, but Derry were

able to send in Sean Marty Lockhart
to steady the ship.

Doherty scored another three
frees and Brendan Boyle scored a
bizarre late point, as Christy Toye’s
effort was deflected out by Barry
Gillis, only for the ball fo rebound
over the crossharr off the héad of the
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But, Egini Bradley, James Kielt and

Enda Muldoon hit points for Derry to-

keep their-hopes alive of retaining
their title’s =

Fourteen minutes from time,
Michael Murphy broke free from the
shackles and riffled a shot at goal,
only for Sean Marty Lockhart to de-
ny him with a timely block that kept
Derry at a comfortale distance and
ensured the gap was too wide when
Donegal went in search of something
late on. :

While Derry face Kerry the
League final on Sunday week, Done-

gal have work to do before they wel-
come Antrim to Ballybofey in the Ul-
ster quarter-final on June 14.

" Derry: Barry Gillis; Joe Keenan,
Kevin McGuckin, Gerard O’Kane;
Brian Og McAlary (0-1), Barry Me-
Goldrick (0-1, 1f), Sean Leo Me-
Goldrick (0-1); Patsy Bradley, Enda
Muldoon (0-1); Enda Lynn (0-1), Brian
Mullan, James Kielt (0-3, 1f); Seamus
Bradley (0-1), Eoin Bradley (0-2, 1f),
Mark Lynch (0-3, 1f). SUBS: Sean
Marty Lockhart for Keenan (47
mins); Paul Cartin for McAlary (61
mins); Chris McKeague for Lynn (63
mins); Joe Diver for Muldoon (71 °
mins).

Donegal: Paul Durcan; Johnny
Gallagher, Neil MeGee, Paddy Mc-
Daid; Shane McGowan, Barry Mon-
aghan, Michael Maguire (0-1); Bren-
dan Boyle (0-1), Christy Toye; David
Walsh, Conall Dunne, Rory Ka-
vanagh; Brian Roper (0-2), Ryan
Bradley, Michael Doherty (0-6, 6f).
SUBS: Michael Murphy for Bradley
(half-time); Brendan Devenney for
‘Walsh (44 mins); Kevin Cassidy for
MecGowan (44 mins); Michael Hegar-
ty for Roper (53 mins); Dara Gal-
lagher for Dunne (60 mins); Charlie
Byrne for McDaid (64 mins).

Yellow Card: Paddy McDaid (64
mins).

Referee: Padraig Hughes (Ar-
magh).

Donegal into relegati
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Donegal head for Division Two
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Donegal manager John Joe Doherty, third behind fence, watchas the game from beslde the Donegal dugout because of . Y l
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Allianz GAA Football National League Roinn 1

Team

Kerry
Derry
Galway
Mayo
Tyrone
Dublin
Donegal
Westmeath

Allianz GAA Football National League Roinn 2

Team
Monaghan

Cork
Kildare
Armagh
Meath
Laois
Fermanagh
Wexford
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Team

Down
Tipperary
Offaly

Louth
Roscommon
Cavan
Limerick
Longford

Allianz GAA Football National League Roinn 4

Team
Antrim

Sligo
Leitrim
Waterford
Wicklow
Clare
Carlow
London
Kilkenny
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