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Team Manager: Brian McEniff

Dr. Mc Kenna Cup.

28" Dec 2003 MacCumbhaill Park Donegal 1-11  Queen’s
4™ Jan 2004 Brewester Park Donegal 1-16 Fermanagh
18" Jan Fr. Tiemey Park Donegal 0-14 Cavan

25™ Jan Clones Donegal 3-08 Down

22" Feb Final MacCumbhaill Park Donegal 0-07 Tyrone

Ulster Senior Football Championship

29" May MacCumbaill Park Donegal 1-15  Antrim
20™ June Clones Donegal 1-11 Tyrone
11" July Ulster final Croke Park Donegal 0-11 Armagh

All Treland Qualifiers 2004

250 July Clones Donegal 0-12 Fermanagh
20% Aug Semi final Croke Park Mayo 0-09 Fermanagh
28" Aug Semi final Croke Park Mayo 0-13  Fermanagh
29" Aug Semi final  Croke Park Kerry 1-17 Derry
26" Sept. Final Croke Park Kerry 1-20 Mayo

National Football League. - 2004 Allianz NFL Division 2A

1" Feb MacCumbhaill Park  Donegal 2-07 Offaly
8™ Feb Leitrim 1-05 Donegal
15" Feb Fr. Tiemey Park Donegal 3-06 Monaghan
7™ March Dr. Hyde Park Roscommon 0-11 Donegal
13™ March Ruislip London 1-06 Donegal
20" March MacCumhaill Park ~ Donegal 0-12 Clare
4™ April Carlow Carlow 0-05 Donegal
18" April  Semi-final Donegal 0-10 Down

Div 2 Final

Div 1 Final Kerry 3-11 Galway
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' Sweeney swings it

for Donegal

'DONEGAL .

an All-Star.

Peter Campbell reports from MacCumhaill Park

QUEENS .......

hen the crunch time comes
then you look for leadership.
& And when Donegal were fac-
mg the embarrassment of a home
defeat against Queens on Sunday,
Adrian Sweeney showed why he has

Photos by Michael O'Donnell

Behind by three points
with just thirteen minutes
left, Sweeney lifted Donegal
from their lethargy with
three of the final five
scores.

It has been a topsy turvy

game with Donegal mixing

the good and the bad, but
throughout most of the
game Sweeney had been
starved inside, the ball
being short-passed out-
field.

The signs were good in
the second quarter with
Donegal taking over and
leading at one stage by
eight points, but they went
to sleep and allowed
Queens wipe out that lead
and eventually take a three
* point lead.

The opening quarter was
a really dull affair with the
only real talking point
being the number of
injuries being picked up,
Stephen Cassidy lasted
only ten minutes before
Queens were struck a sig-
nificant blow with the loss
of their keeper Martin
Dunne with a suspected
broken arm. He had been
challenged for a high ball
by Brian Roper but seemed
to fall awkwardly.

Not long after the visitors
also lost half-back Paul O
Hea. There was a four and a
half minute stoppage while
Dunne was stretchered off
and Donegal seemed to
come alive immediately
afterwards.

Before that Rory
Kavanagh and Brian Roper
had notched points but by
the 30th minute they had

s a1l
<« «1-9

added 1-4 without reply.
The goal from Stephen
Cassidy was a beauty.
Adrian  Sweeney and
Johnny McCafferty set him
up and he let fly with his
left on the run and found
the corner of the net.

He almost repeated the
act a little later but this
time his right foot scream-
er rose a little too high and
went over the crossbar.
The other points came
from Brian McLaughlin
with two (one free) and
Rory Kavanagh. In between

Brian Roper found Johnny
McCafferty free in front of
goal but his effort had the
‘keeper beaten but the
crosshar came to the aid of
Queens.

With 29 minutes gone the
No. 3 was raised on the
sideline to indicate three
extra minutes (a conserva-
tive estimate of the time
lost for three or four
injuries) but what materi-
alised was that there was
still eight minutes to play
(the game being 35 minutes
each way).

Whether Donegal went to
sleep or was it Queens who
suddenly awoke from their
slumber, the game changed

again.

By the 37th - minute
Queens had added five
points without reply. Dick
Clerkin added a second to
his and Queen’s solitary

score for more than twenty
minutes, while Aidan Fagan
with three and Karl Oakes
were the other scores.

Half-time: Donegal 1-6,
Queens 0-6.

Driving seat

Donegal brought in
Brendan Boyle at midfield
for Neil Gallagher at the
break, but it was Queens
who were still in the dri-
ving seat. They were within
a point of the Donegal side
by the 49th minute with
Conal Dunne at the centre
of both scores, winning a
free from which Fagan
pointed and he then broke
through from the endline
to fist one for himself.

Two minutes later and
Queens were in front but in
somewhat controversial
circumstances. In their ini-
tial attack Barry Monaghan

was deliberately taken out’

of the action off the ball
but the misdemeanour was
not punished. Then the
ball was floated in high and
Aidan Fagan seemed to be
in the ‘small square’ as he
broke the ball and Conal
Dunne was following up to
lash to the net.

A few minutes later Fagan
opened up the margin to
three points with the score

Dr. McKenna Cup

of the game, finding the
range from the sideline in
front of the stand.

But that was as good as it

got for the visitors.
Donegal ~ and . Adrian
Sweeney awoke. Four

Masters’ Barry Dunnion, on
as a sub for his intercounty
debut, found Sweeney and
he was fouled and pointed
the free himself.

Noel MeGinley  then
showed his front men how
to do it, bursting through
to reduce the margin to the
minimum and when Barry
Monaghan drew a foul just
inside the 45m line,
Sweeney levelled matters
with six minutes still left on
the clock.

Queens were left with an
uphill task when their full-
forward, Kevin McGourty,
was reported for an indis-
cretion by the linesman
and he was red carded, but
Donegal found it difficult to
get in front, missing three
opportunities before
another substitute,
Michael Hegarty, found the
range with a left footed
effort. .

It was fitting that All-Star
Sweeney had the final say,
pointing two minutes into
added time to seal a shaky
victory.

A very small crowd of not
more than 200 was there to
witness the game, played
on ‘a reasonably good sur-
face, although the heavy

sanding left little bounce in

the ground.
Donegal were good at

‘times with Rory Kavanagh,

Stephen McDermott, Barry

Monaghan and Brian
McLaughlin really anxious
for work.

Kavanagh faded some-
what in the second period
but he should be able to
put pressure for a starting

position in the 2004 half-

forward line.

Overall Donegal seem to
be getting a stronger panel
together and that augurs
well for the New Year, They
just about did enough in
this game to get the result.

Donegal: Tony Blake;
Eamonn Doherty, Raymond
Sweeney, Damien Diver;
Noel McGinley (0-1), Barry
Monaghan, Dessie
McNamara; Neil Gallagher,
Brian McLaughlin (0-2,1f);
Rory Kavanagh :

Paul McGonigle; Brian
Roper  (0-1),  Adrian
Sweeney (0-3, 2f), Stephen
Cassidy. Subs., Johnny
McCafferty for Cassidy (10
mins,); Sean Sweeney for
Blake (15 mins.); Brendan
Boyle for Gallagher (h.t.);
Michael Hegarty (0-1) for
McGonigle (45 mins.);
Barry Dunnion for
McNamara (55 mins.)

(0:2),
Stephen McDermott (1-1),

Queens: Martin Dunne;
Niall Boge, Enda Casey,
Ryan O'Neill; Paul O Hea,
Owen Devine, Mel
Courtney; Dick Clerkin (0-
2), Martin McGrath; Conal
Dunne (1-1), Jehn Clarke,
Billy Joe Padden; Karl
Oakes (0-1), Kevin
McGourty, Aidan Fagan (0-
5, 3f). Subs., David Padden
for Dunne (15 mins.); Aidan
Carr for O Hea (22 mins.),;
Gavin Donaghy for |Casey
(h.t.); John McGill for B. J.’
Padden (59 mins.)

Referee: M.

(Tyrone).

Man of the
match
At different times there

were good performances
on both sides. Dick
Clerkin and Aidan Fagan
were excellent for Queens,
‘while Barry Monaghan,
Stephen McDermott, Rory
Kavanagh (first half) and
Adrian Sweeney (final
quarter) were good for
Donegal. But for his
workrate and special fin-
ish, the award goes to
McDermott,

Sludden
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Dr. McKenna Cup, Brewster Park, Enniskillen -

Donegat............1-16
Fermanagh.......0-10

n Adrian Sweeney goal mid-
way through the first haif was
the spark

that cranked

Donegal into gear and set the
Tirconaill men on the road to victo-
ry in this Dr. McKenna joust with
neighbours Fermanagh at Brewster

Park on Sunday.

Tom Comack reports from Brewster Park
Photos: Michael O’ Donnell

All Star Sweeney made no
mistake, finishing to the
net from ten metres after
good work from Brian
McLaughlin and Johnny
McCafferty.

Up until then, Donegal
had played second fiddle
to an  understrength
Fermanagh team who field-
ed just four of their cham-
pionship team. However,
Sweeney’s  strike put
Donegal in front for the
first time in the game, 1-1
to 0-3. Fermanagh did gain
parity shortly after
through midfielder James
Sherry and were level once
more before half- time, but
Donegal still went in at the
break two points up 1-6 to
0-7.

And while Fermanagh
were not without hope at
the break, it was all one
way traffic in the second
period as Donegal upped
the pace and the home
team seemed to run out of
steam and ideas.

In truth this game was
over as a contest from very
early in the second half.
Donegal were five points
up before Fermanagh
raised their first white flag
of the second 35 minutes
and eight peints ead by the
time Kieran Donnelly
struck the Ernesider’s sec-
ond five minutes from time.

This may have been a far
from vintage Donegal per-
formance but it was an
improvement on the previ-
ous week’s display against
‘Queens especially in the
second half.

Speaking afterwards,
Donegal manager, Brian
McEniff was certainly not

_ getting carried away with
‘the result.

“We are very happy to get
the win, but we must put
the result in the context
that we were playing a very
weak Fermanagh side,” he
argued.

“They are without a man-
ager, and had only four of
the their championship
winning team. They just
had cobbled a side togeth-
er for the day. Many of
those young Fermanagh

players were having their
first senior outing and this
was something that wor-
ried me in the dressing
room before the game.”

“I think when our lads
saw the team programme
they got a bit complacent
and I suppose it showed in
the first ten minutes or so.
But once Adrian got the
goal and we settled down, [
think there was never any
doubt about the outcome,”
he added.

Delightful scores

Colm McFadden with two
delightful points, one from
the right wing and the
other from the left,
Sweeney two and Brian
McLaughlin with a free
were the first half Donegal
point scorers.

Kieran Donnelly who was
his team’s scorer in chief
with a personal tally of 0-7,
converted three frees in
the first half. James Sherry,
who was the best midfield-
er on show in the first peri-
od, knocked over two good
points and the lively Ryan
Keenan (0-1) were the
other Erne county marks-
men in the opening half.

While Fermanagh were
still in the tie at half-time,
Donegal emerged a new
side after the break and
with Brendan Boyle now
partnering Brian
McLaughlin in the middle
of the park, for the first
time in the contest they
began to get a grip in that
area.

The Ardara man, playing
in his third game in as
many days, made an
instant impact and all of a
sudden the Donegal attack
were beginning to enjoy a
reasonable supply.

Brian McLaughlin con-
verted two frees within
three minutes and Michael
Hegarty polished off the
move of the match with a
fine point to propel
Donegal into a five point
lead.

And while Kieran
Donnelly got one back for
the home team, Brian
McEniff’s men were nine

Score of the
Match

Coliq McFadden'’s sec-
ond point 18 minutes into
the game. The St.
Michael’s man moved
over. from the right cor-
per to the left to take a
pass from Michael
Hegarty and from an
almost impossible angle,
he disected the posts for a
super point.

Five ot their starting tront
six got on the scoresheet
and the management team
must have been  happy
with  substitute Conal
McGonigle who notched
three frees for his 25 min-
utes on the park.

Apart from Dunne, the
McClafferty brothers were
rock solid for St. Eunan’s in
defence. Captain Rory
Kavanagh had a quiet
game by his standards at
midfield, but up front Peter
O’Doherty was excellent.

For Glenfin the midfield
pairing of Mark McGinty
and Ciaran Moy shaded
their battle but Paddy
O’Connor apart, they
struggled to find real pene-
tration. They can also
thank goalkeeper, Michael
Moy, who kept them in the
game at vital stages.

Teams & scorers

St. Eunan’s: Sean
McNulty; Michael O’Malley,
Niall McClafferty, Kevin
McHugh; Ronan Lennon,
Damien McClafferty, Paul
Crossan; Rory Kavanagh,
Aidan Blake (0-1); Ciaran
Sharkey (0-1), Michael
Martin, Paddy Rafferty (0-
1, f); Mark McCloskey (1-0),
Conal Dunne (0-2), Peter
O’Doherty (0-1). Subs,
Conal McGonigle (0-3, 3f)
for Rafferty (35 mins.);
Donal Gallagher for K.

McHugh (40 mins.)
Glenfin: Michael Moy;
Jason McGinty,

Christopher Morrow, Paul

McCrudden; Gavin
McDermott, Paddy
O’Connor (0-1), Shaun

McGlynn; Mark McGinty (0-
2), Ciaran Moy (05, 30);
Damien Houston, Leigh
Herron (0-1,f), Stephen
McGlynn; Barry
McDermott, Seamus
McGlynn, Frank McGlynn.
Subs., Kieran Foy for
McDermott (16 mins.);
Referee: Paddy McBride
(Downings).

Man of the -

match

For his workrate
throuhout the 75 minutes
of action Brian Roper gets
the award this week. The
Aodh Ruadh man covered
literaly every blade of
grass in Brewster Park,
bobbing and weaving all
over the half forward line
and even dro, back
helping out in defence
when Fermanagh threat-
ened.

A typical example of his
workrate came with
under five minutes
remaining when he was
back on his own end line
to take the ball away from
the danger area. He also
struck two points, one in
each half,

And this on a day when
Colm McFadden hinted of
greainess, Brendan Boyle
showed that he might be
an answer to our prob-
lems at midfield and
Adrian Sweeney, in
snatches showed just why
he is an All Star.

Turning Point

Fifteen minutes into the
game Brian McLanghlin
finds Johnny McCafferty
with a quick free about 50
metres from the
Fermanagh posts.
McCafferty tears down
the middle, splitting open
the Erne defeuce, draw-
ing a defender before off-
loading to Adrian
Sweeney who hammers
home the game’s only
goal from ten yards.
Sweeney’s strike pro-
pelled his team into a 1-1
to 0-3 lead, a lead they
were never to surrender.

Move of the

match

Damian Diver intercepts
a Fermanagh attack close
to his own posts, side-
steps his marker before
passing to Brian
McLaughlin. McLaughlin
carries the ball into mid-
field before finding Colm
McFadden 40 metres from
the Fermanagh posis. He
lays it off to Brian Roper
on the run who then sets
up Hegarty for a great

score.
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Tuesday, 20th January, 2004

DONEGAL ..... .. ... i 014
GAVANE 0. o i et AT

onegal kept their Dr. McKenna Cup
‘ambitions on track on Sunday
when they proved too strong for

Cavan in a tough encounter at Fr. Tierney

Park, Ballyshannon.

Peter Campbell reports from Fr. Tierney Park
Photos by Thomas Gallagher

The win means that Donegal are
winners of their group and will
most likely play Down in the semi-
final on Sunday next in Clones. That
is based on the premise that Tyrone
will defeat UUJ in the final game of
their group, which was due to be
played last night (Wednesday).
With a win Tyrone would go
through to the final automatically
as they have the superior scoring
average.

The Donegal squad, less than 24
hours back in Ireland after their
holiday in the Canaries, had to be
alert for this encounter as Cavan
were certainly ‘up’ for it.

Both sides were short many of
what is likely to be their champi-
onship sides. The conditions for
the time of year were reasonably
good and the fare produced also
reflected the time of year.

The goalposts may have changed
at the Fr. Tierney as it has been
widened and lengthened but
Brendan Devenney was not put off
by that, landing his first of seven
points after 44 seconds.

The first half was a tough affair
with plenty of physical challenges
and a few little flare ups. Cavan
were tackling with some venom and
new manager Eamon Coleman’s
influence was such that their
defence started at No:15. On at
least two occasions in the opening
half, Damien Diver, was upended
coming out of defence and that was

Turning Point

There were a couple of key
moments in this game, not least the
Cavan goal and the sending off of
Eamon Doherty. On both occasions
Donegal responded in fine style,
hitting three unanswered points on
both occasions. That response was
the key to the victory on the day.

Ref Watch

Monaghan official Darren Ward
had a difficult afternoon. He found
it hard to keep control in the first
half and many of his decisions were
questionable with Donegal benefit-
ing from some of his whistling,
while they were baffled by others.

when he didn’t have the ball.

It was a pretty easy prediction to
make that the game would finish
without 30 players on the field. The
two red cards didn't arrive until the
second period, but they could have
been avoided if Monaghan referee,
Darren Ward, had exerted more
control early on. The referee
seemed to lose control at vital
stages and his decision making was
questionable on many occasions.

Donegal were in control of affairs
for most of the game and they were
in a strong position at the break,
leading by 0-6 to 04. The only time
they were headed was very early in
the second half when Cavan goaled
after Nicholas Walsh found himself
in acres of space to lob a goal over
Donegal’s Sean Sweeney.

Devenney in form

It was good to see Brendan
Devenney back in a Donegal shirt
and he worked hard for the team
throughout. After his opening
point, Donegal doubled their lead
with Adrian Sweeney finding Paul
McGonigle from a free to point.

Sean Brady had a Cavan point
from an awkward angle on four
more Donegal opened a three
point gap, Johnny McCafferty and
Michael Hegarty finishing good
moves. Hegarty's point could
have been a goal as he got posses-
sion with Brendan Devenney
breaking inside, but the Kilcar
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Man of match

There were a number of solid per-
formers in Donegal shirts - most
notably Barry Monaghan, Brendan
Devenney, Brian Roper, Noel
McGinley and Damien Diver, who
was eager for work in defence.
Diver showed remarkable restraint
at times because of the treatment
which was dished out to him and
he gets the award because of that.

SPORT 3

man took the minor score.

Sean Brady from a free reduced
the margin for Cavan and they
almost had a goal on fourteen min-
utes, Mark McKeever firing from 30
yards with Sean Sweeney thinking it
was going over the bar, but it came
back off the crossbar.

By the 28th minute Cavan were
back on level terms, Anthony Forde
lofting a 50m free with the wind
advantage and Jason Reilly with a
spectacular point, which had
shades of a similar score by his
namesake Damien O'Reilly in the
1992 encounter in Breffni Park. The
ball was going over the endline but
somehow Reilly first timed it from
an angle and between the posts.

Donegal lost Rory Kavanagh to a
ankle injury as he was warming to
the contest but they finished the
half well with Brendan Devenney
pointing two frees to leave the half-
time score: Donegal 0-6, Cavan 04.

Cavan started the second half
against the breeze in spectacular
fashion with the Donegal defence
being badly caught out of position
and Sean Brady pushed the ball
through to Nicholas Walsh who had
a 2b-yards defender free zone
between himself and goals. Sean
Sweeney came off his line but Walsh
lobbed him for a good goal.

Cavan were two points to the
good after 44 minutes, Thomas
Farrelly fisting a point after good
work by Forde and Brady.

Donegal hit back with Brian Roper
following up on his good recent
form, finding the range with two
quick-fire scores. First he picked up
a break and hooked a good point
while surrounded by Cavan players
and then availed of a stray pass
from Pearse McKenna to put
Donegal level.

By the 49th minute Donegal were
back in front, Brendan Devenney
pointing after a fortunate free was
awarded, but Cavan hit back imme-
diately with Nicholas Walsh equalis-
ing at the other end.

Then the first sending off
occurred, Eamon Doherty reacting
after being tackled after releasing
the ball. The offence occurred
under the linesman's nose and
there was little argument. The same
official and umpires could well have
reported other incidents in the first
half.

The Donegal response was
encouraging because they opened
up a three point gap with Brian
Roper winning a free and Devenney
pointing from 50m. Devenney
added another free on 60 minutes
and Adrian Sweeney almost had a

goal on 63 minutes. He won a high
ball and was fouled as he tried to
break free. He took the free quickly
but it went just over the bar.

Sweeney caused Cavan full-back,
Darren Rabbit, more problems a
few minutes later and Rabbitt
hauled him to the ground in a tack-
le that would have been at home in
a wrestling ring. Technically he
probably should have received a
yellow card but referee, Ward,
flashed the red. 4

A few minutes from the end
Adrian Sweeney fired over another
free before Sean Brady had Cavan’s
final point, also from a free.
However, it was fittingly Brendan
Devenney who completed the scor-
ing three minutes into added time
with the final point from a free.

The game was good preparation
for Donegal for the forthcoming
National League. They were given a
searching time by a Cavan team
who were very defensive. Damien
Diver and Barry Monaghan were
outstanding in a very tight defence;
Gaoth Dobhair's Sean Sweeney had
a shaky time in goal, being caught
on a number of occasions with the
crosshar saving him twice. Paul
McGonigle worked hard at midfield
and Brian McLaughlin helped when
introduced at midfield, while up
front Brendan Devenney was hun-
gry and Brian Roper and Adrian
Sweeney raised their game when
needed.

Donegal: Sean Sweeney; Noel
McGinley, Raymond Sweeney,
Damien Diver; Shane Carr, Barry
Monaghan, Eamon Doherty; Paul
McGonigle (0-1), Stephen
McDermott; Rory  Kavanagh,
Michael Hegarty (0-1), Brian Roper
(0-2); Johnmy McCafferty (0-1),
Adrian Sweeney (0-2, 2f); Brendan
Devenney (0-7, 6f). Subs., Brian
McLaughlin for Kavanagh (inj. 32
mins.); Dessie McNamara for
McDermott (48 mins.); Mark
MeGinty for McCafferty (57 mins.);
Paddy Campbell for McLaughlin (72
mins.).

Cavan: Eoghan Elliott; Sean Smith,
Darren Rabbitt, Rory Donoghue;
Karl Crotty, Trevor Crowe, Michael
Brides; Cathal Collins, Pearse
McKenna; Anthony Forde (0-1,0),
Thomas Farrelly (0-1), Sean Brady
(0-3, 2f); Jason Reilly (0-1), Nicholas
Walsh (1-1), Mark McKeever. Subs.,
Ray Galligan for Brides (45 mins.);
Sean Maguire for Farrelly (55
mins.); Andrew Coleman for J.
Reilly; Paul O'Dowd for Elliott (64
mins.)

Referee:
(Monaghan).

Darren Ward
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Dr McKenna Cup Semi- Flna!

onegal failed to score for the last
30 minutes of this encounter yet
held on for a win and qualify to
meet Tyrone in the Dr. McKenna Cup final.

Peter Campbell reports from Clones
Photos by Conor McGonagle

It certainly was a game of two
halves with Donegal running riot
in the first half - leading by thir-
teen points at one stage - and
then being close to being over-
run in the final quarter.

It is difficult to explain how a
team could perform so well in
one half and then seem to switch
off. When that happened the
cracks of the past began to
appear - losing control at mid-
field and only Brian Roper in the
half-forward line seemed to have
the competitive interest.

It was all so different in the
opening half as Donegal looked
sharp, especially Brendan
Devenney, who terrorised the
Down defence, scoring one goal
and setting up two more for
Johnny McCafferty.

The first half was a very open
affair with Devenney being
denied another clear goal chance
when pulled back by the referee
for a foul when he had broken the
tackle and was some five yards
clear. At the other end Down, too,
had goal chances with Brendan
Coulter fluffing their best oppor-
tunity while Tony Blake was in
very good form, denying them on
a few occasions.

Everything was going Donegal’s
way and they led by 36 to 0-2
after 26 minutes. From there to
the finish the referee played 50
minutes in total and Donegal just
added two more points in those
50 minutes - those coming in the
opening nine minutes of the sec-
ond half.

It was at that stage that
Donegal lost Brendan Devenney
with an ankle injury. Moments
before he had fired wide with
probably his best goal chance. In
the next eight minutes of the
game Down became more physi-
cal and a number of players
received yellow cards and then
the Mourne men took over with
Donegal surrendering the middle
third of the field.

There will be lessons for
Donegal and on the positive side
it is good to be able to learn a les-
son and still win the game. By the
time the final whistle was sound-
ed, Donegal were showing signs

of relief- with Down having

notched seven points with reply.

The first half was a very open
game, both sides driving for-
ward. Johnny McCafferty was
particularly lively fielding a high
ball and winning a free for
Brendan Devenney to point in
the opening minute.

Down hit back with Brendan
Coulter hitting two points inside
a minute, the first of which could
have been a goal as Donegal
failed to deal with a high ball and
he fired first time when it
dropped but it went just over the
bar from ten yards.

A foul on Adrian Sweeney off
the ball saw Devenney level mat-
ters on nine minutes but Donegal
needed Tony Blake to be at his
best a minute later as Coulter
had a free run through the mid-
dle but at the last minute fum-
bled. The ball fell to Daniel
Hughes, but Blake smothered his
shot with a great stop.

Great point

Brian McLaughlin put Donegal
ahead with a great point from dis-
tance and Donegal went further
ahead from an Adrian Sweeney
free. It could have been better
but after Paul McGonigle had
found Devenney, he had beaten
his man and was bearing down
on goal, but the referee awarded
him a free when he was clear.

Blake saved again from Hughes
at the expense of a ‘45’ before the
first goal arrived at the other end
in the 21st minute. Michael
Hegarty found Devenney and he

cut through to fire to the corner

of the net. Indeed, the ball went
through under the net and for a
minute some supporters thought
he had missed. The goal was the
cue for six scores in six minutes
in a period when Donegal were
on fire.

A minute later Adnan Sweeney
and Hegarty were involved
before Brian Roper’s effort for a
point came back of the crossbar
and Johnny McCafferty just failed
to make contact.

Adrian Sweeney added another
point after three delightful six
inch dummy .solos. The second
goal followed with Brian Roper
keeping possession before
Devenney broke through and
found Johnny McCafferty at the
far post to slide home.

Devenney added a free from
40m and then good work by
Brian Roper and Barry
Monaghan saw Devenney beat
the Down defence on the ground
before crossing soccer-style for
McCafferty to slide home a sec-
ond goal that would have had the
faithful in Finn Park in raptures.

Tony Blake denied Daniel
Hughes a third time before the
Down goal arrived on 35 minutes.
Eoin McCartan found himself in

space but fus effort was a poor
one, pulling it across the goal but
it fell for Colin McCrickard to fin-
ish to the net. A minute into
added time McCrickard added a
point from a free to leave the
half-time score: Donegal 3-6,
Down 1-3.

Down determined

Down came out very deter-
mined in the second half and
Liam Doyle pointed a free in the
first minute but Donegal
responded with Brian Roper find-
ing Kevin Cassidy on the overlap
to point with his left.

Donegal should have had a
fourth goal on 42 minutes when
Michael Hegarty found Adrian
Sweeney, who quickly put
Brendan Devenney through.
However, Devenney took his
effort early and with his left boot
and it went a yard wide of the
post. Devenney injured himself in
executing the shot. Before he left
the field, however, he was on
hand to pick a rebound and point
after Roper hit the crossbar for a
second time. _ :

That was to be Donegal’s last
score as they switched off and
then found it impossible to get
their engine in gear again.

From the 52nd minute to the
finish Down swarmed forward
with points from Brendan
Coulter, Aidan O’Prey with three;
Colin McCrickard (2), Daniel
Hughes and Eoin McCartan.
O’Prey had come on as a half-
time substitute and caused
Donegal problems and he
brought the best out of Tony
Blake on 62 minutes, who saved
at the expense of a ‘45",

In the end Donegal hung on but
their heads were down as they
trooped off the field. From a posi-
tion of great advantage, they
almost let it slip.

Donegal: Tony Blake; Noel
McGinley, Raymond Sweeney,
Damien Diver; Shane Carr, Barry
Monaghan, Kevin Cassidy (0-1);
Paul  MecGonigle, Stephen
McDermott; Brian McLaughlin (0-
1), Michael Hegarty, Brian Roper;
Johnny McCafferty (2-0), Adrian
Sweeney (0-2, one free); Brendan
Devenney (14, three frees).
Subs., ‘Christy Toye for
McLaughlin (41 mins.); Colm
McFadden for Devenney (45
mins.); Brendan Boyle for
McGonigle (53 mins.); John
Gildea for McDermott (63 mins.)

Down: Brendan McVeigh;
Michael Higgins, Alan Moiloy, Joe
Doran; Ronan Sexton, Sean
Farrell, Ciaran Byrne; Brendan
Coulter (0-3, one free), Sean
Ward; Barry Doran, Liam Doyle
(0-1, free), Ronan Murtagh; Eoin
McCartan (0-1), Colin
McCrickard (1-2, one free), Daniel
Hughes (0-1). Subs., Aidan O’'Prey
(0-3) for B. Doran (h.t.); Stephen
Kearney for Murtagh (41 mins.)

Referee: Paul Mullan (Antrim).

Donegal 3-8,
Down 1-11

Man of the
maitch

Even though he was
only on the field for
about 45 minutes,
Brendan Devenney was
the difference-bietween
the teams. He was
unstoppable in the first
half and hopefully the
ankle injury he picked
up will not curtail him
for Sunday next against
Offaly.

Key
moment

There wasn’t any par-
ticular moment in the
game which you could
point to. The halftime
break probably gave
Down the chance to re-
focus as things were
going against them in
the opening half.
However, the scoreline
in the first thirty five
minutes didn’t reflect
the game as Down had
snme very good goal
chances as well.

Ref watch

The Antrim official had
a good game, keeping on
top of things, although
he was a little fussy at
times and held up play
for too long to admonish
small misdemeanours.

After maitch
Reaction

Donegal captain,
Adrian Sweeney, admit-
ted that it was ‘pretty
awful stuff’ in the second
half. “I suppose all you
can do is take the posi-
tives out of it. For a ten
or fifteen minute spell ir
the first half [ thought
we were motoring fairly
well, but.the second haif
was a different story.
_“It is pretty hard to
keep up that sort of
momenium.
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- Dr. McKenna

Cup Final

DONEGAL
TYRONE

e

ONEGAL'S nine-match unbeaten record came to an abrupt
end at MacCumbhaill Park, Ballybofey on Sunday when they
were taken apart by a rampant Tyrone.

In front of a record 12,000 attendance Donegal
showed symptoms of needing medical attention
with just ten minutes gone. Gerard Cavlan had
split the posts twice from distance and he then
set up Brian McGuigan for a superbly taken goal.

Donegal were 1-3 to (-1 in arrears and looking
like they needed smelling salts but it was to get
worse as Tyrone added four points in an many
minutes, taking Donegal apart like a doctor per-
forming open heart surgery.

There was to be no let-up by the All-ireland
champions as they kept opening wounds in the
Donegal set-up and by the final whistle the
Donegal team looked battered and bruised and in
bad need of a period of rehabilitation.

If the good Dr. McKenna were around
Ballybofey at 4.30 on Sunday last he would have
been the busiest man on the field, coping with
bruised egos and seriously punctured reputa-
tions. It is learned that Dr. McKenna was a former
Bishop of Clogher but even divine intervention
would hardly have been helpful to the Donegal
cause on Sunday.

Tyrone were simply mesmerising. Their team
and support play was a joy to watch and once
they found the range, they were awesome. They
missed the target six times over the 73 minutes,
but some of their point taking was breathtaking -
the Brian Dooher point from the outside of the
right boot one of the highlights.

Captain Cormac McAnallen, in accepting the
Cup, felt that “Donegal had an off-day.” He was
being generous!

Donegal were about as good (or as bad) as they
were the previous Sunday against Monaghan.
They only had a handful of players who were up
to speed with the game and against a team like
Tyrone that was never going to be good enough.

Brendan Devenney had give Donegal room for
optimism when he won and pointed a free after
two minutes but by the time he won and pointed
a second free on 21 minutes Armagh had 1-8 on
the scoreboard.

Holes

Kevin Hughes and Gerard Cavlan were finding
holes at will in the Donegal defence, accounting
for four of the eight points. Cavlan also availed of
a poor Tony Blake kick-out to send Brian
McGuigan through for the only goal of the game,
McGuigan firing home from well outside the 20m
line.

One of the few Donegal successes on the day,
Christy Toye, put Stephen McDermott through
with a great pass in the 20th minute, but he was
deniedby Tyrone ‘keeper, John Devine.

A great score from Brendan Devenney, under
pressure from three Tyrone players, and a Colm
McFadden free were the only other Donegal scor-
ers as Tyrone led by 1-11 to 04 at the break.

Within two and a half minutes of the re-start
Tyrone had added three points, one from Philip
Jordan and two more from Gerard Cavlan.

Christy Toye produced another good run to set
up Michael Hegarty for Donegal’s fifth point, but
Tyrone ‘took over’ again hitting five points with-
out reply to lead by 1-19 to 0-5 after 58 minutes.

Donegal had improved a little with Michael
Hegarty making a poor decision to go for goal
from 30 metres with men to his left and right and
Toye found Devenney with a great ball only for
the St. Eunan's man to be denied by a super save
from Devine in the Tyrone goal.

Exhibition stuff

By that stage Tyrone were playing exhibition
stuff and they sent on four substitutes at the one
time with eleven minutes left. Two of those were
to get on the scoreline as Donegal could only
manage two points in the final minutes from
Brian McLaughlin and Michael Hegarty.

Where to from here for Donegal? The warning
signs were there from Ballyshannon the previous
Sunday. This time there was no last minute
revival. Indeed, the game was over as a contest
after the first quarter.

What is even more worrying is the fact that
Donegal (apart from captain, Adrian Sweeney)
had close to their best selection on the field.

Are Tyrone players naturally fitter? Or did it
just look that way?

Whatever is the answer to that question,
Donegal have plenty of problems to ponder. The
panel have been given this week off training and
to report on Saturday next before they travel to
Roscommon for the vital National League game
on 7th March.

On Sunday they looked like a team who were
turning up for a challenge game, while Tyrone

looked like a team wanting to win. It is said that
Mickey Harte asked his panel on Friday night:
“How many of you have McKenna Cup medals?”
The answer after Sunday is 20.

Peter Campbell reports from
MacCumbhaill Park

Photos by Thomas Gallagher

The last time Tyrone won the competition was
back in 1984, On that day they also annihilated
Donegal in Irvinestown and then went on to win
the Anglo Celt with Frank McGuigan scoring 11
points. Few would bet that Cormac McAnallen
will not lift more silverware in 2004,

Donegal: Tony Blake; Niall McCready, Raymond
Sweeney, Noel McGinley; Shane Carr, Barry
Monaghan, Kevin Cassidy; John Gildea, Stephen
McDermott; Christy Toye, Michael Hegarty (0-2),
Paul McGonigle; Brian Roper, Colm McFadden (0-
1,f), Brendan Devenney (0-3, 2f). Subs., John
Haran for McDermott; Damien Diver for Carr
(both 45 mins.); Brian McLaughlin (0-1) for Roper
(56 mins.); Eamon McGee for McGonigle (61
mins.)

Tyrone: John Devine; Ryan McMenamin,
Cormac McAnallen, Ciaran Gourley; Conor
Gormley, Gavin Devlin, Philip Jordan (0-1); Kevin
Hughes (0-3), Sean Cavanagh (0-2); Brian Dooher
(0-1), Brian McGuigan (1-0), Gerard Cavlan (0-5,
2f); Mark Harte (0-6, 5f), Leo Meenan, Enda
McGinley (0-1). Subs., Joe McMahon for Jordan
(50 mins.); Barry Collins (0-1) for Dooher;
Brendan Donnelly for Gormley; Shane Sweeney
for McMenamin; Michael Coleman (0-1) for
McGinley (all 59 mins.)

Referee: Joe McQuillan (Cavan).
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Lacklustre

DONEGAL ...

ANTRIM...........................1-9

nough done, but much more to do, best

describes Donegal’s first round Bank of

Ireland Ulster championship win over
Antrim on Sunday afternoon, in Ballybofey.

Tom Comack reports from Sean MacCumhaili Park
Photos: Thomas Gallagher & Conor McGonagle

While they never rose above the
ordinary Brian McEniff's men had
six points to spare at the finish.
And if anything, their six point
winning margin, did not fully
reflect their superiority against
whatwasaverypoormmm

Th.xs was best illustrated by the
fact that the Saffrons had just 0-7
to Donegal's 1-14 on the score-
board, with a little over five min-
utes remaining. A late Darren O
Hare goal and two points from
James Martin and Kevin Madden
with Donegal literally already
going down the tunnel served
only to put a slightly less embar-
rassing lock on the final scoreline.

On the evidence of this showing
Brian McEniff’s charges will have
to up their performance consider-
ably in three weeks time if they
are to dethrone reigning Ulster
and All Ireland champions
Tyrone. While the O'Neill county
are not in the semi final, just yet,
barring an upset of gigantic pro-
portions by Charlie Mulgrew’s,
Fermanagh this Sunday, the dou-

ble champions will be
Donegal's semifinal
opponents.on

Sunday, June 20.

While this was far from vintage
Donegal, followers will be heart-
ened somewhat with the second
half display after a desperately
poor opening forty three minutes.

Lucky to be level 04 each, at the
break Donegal were a irams-
formed team after the break and
racked up an impressive 1-11 in
the closing 37 minutes.

With Brian Mclaughlin and
Brendan Boyle getfing a grip at
midfield Michael Hegarty, Adrian
Sweeney, Colm  McFadden,
Brendan Devenney, and Brendan
Boyle inflicted most of the dam-
age on the score board. Boyle's
goal with ten minutes remaining
putting the final seal, on a game
that as already in the bag.

The Ardara man polished a
sweeping five man move involv-
ing Christy Toye, Adrian Sweeney,
Stephen McDermott and
McFadden with great cooiness to
finally end any lingering doubt
m Donegal fans might still have
Hard to believe
then that

the sides

hegal
do just
enough

were level on 04 each at the end
of the first half with the visitors
unlucky not to be in front. And for
their first half territorial and pes-
session advantage they should
have been in front, but lack of
ideas and fire power in the final
third of the park cost them dearly.

The first half was very poor fare
and the 15,200 fans that flocked
into Sean MacCumbhaill Park, had
little to cheer about. Four times in
all the sides were level in that
period Brendan Devenney with
two and one each from Adrian
Sweeney and Michael Hegarty the
Donegal scorers. Kevin Madden
with one from play and two from a
frees and Darren O’ Hare were the
Antrim marksmen.

Teams and scorers

Donegal scorers: Adrian
Sweeney {05, 4F), Brendan
Devenney (0-3,1F), Michael
Hegarty (0-3), Colm McFadden (0-
3), Brendan Boyle (1-0), Christy
Toye (0-1):

Antrim: Kevin Madden (0-6,5F),
Darren O’ Hare (1-1), Kevin
McGourty (0-1), James Marron (0-
)

Antrim: Sean McCreevy: Niall
Ward, Colin Brady, Tony Convery;
Gearoid Adams.Sean Kelly, Anto
Finnegan; Joseph Quinn, Mark
MeGrory; Martin McCarry Kevin
Brady, Kevin McGourty; Paul
Doherty, Darren O’ Hare; Kevin
Madden: Subs: Mark Dougan for
M. McCrory, 1lst min; John
McKeever for NWard, 55 min.;
Kevin Murray for G. Adams, 61
min.

Referee: Pat Fox ( Westmeath)

@ The Marksman

Paul Durcan: Quiet afternoon, did not have to
make a save of note, got geod length into his kick-
outs. 7

Niall McCready: A good solid play from first whis-
tle until substituted in the closing minutes, 8

Raymond Sweeney: He did well throughout and
more than held his own against the aerial threat of
Darren O' Hare. 7

Damian Diver: Back to his brilliant best he had his
opposite number Paul Doherty wrapped up from
very early. 8

Eamonn McGee: Struggled for a while in the first
half on Kevin McGourty, but steadied up in the sec-
ond and emerged with flying colours. 7

Barry Monaghan: He took a while to settle but
once he got to grips with Kevin Brady, he restricted
the centre forward to a bit part in the second half. 7

Kevin Cassidy: He was by far and away Donegal’s
best player in the first half and produced an equally
impressive second half of power play. 8

Brendan Boyle: He capped a top class display with
a great second half goal. 8

Brian McLanghlin: After a quiet first half, Brian did
well in the second, and got in a number of heavy hits
and drove the ball forward quickly. 7

Teye: He was in the wars in the first minute
and was off the field for for close on eighteen min-
utes with a head injury, showed no ill effects on his
return and made a number of penetrating runs;
kicked a fine point. 8

Michael Hegarty: After a quiet first half, really
came into his own in the second and kicked two
great points at the start of second half to kill off
Antrim challenge. 8

Stephen McDermott. He came into it well in the
second haif, made a number of good runs was
involved in move for goal. 7

Colm McFadden: Once he got going in the second
half he made a handsome contribution with three
good points and gave the final pass for the goal. 7

Adrian Sweeney: He was his team’s top scorer with
five points and revelled in his second half role of
playing in front of Devenney and McFadden. 8

‘Brendan Devenney: While a little off his best he
kicked two {ine points from play and added another
from a free. 7

Paul McGonigle: Replaced Brian McLaughlin with
twelve minutes remaining and won a fair share of
possession in that time. Not on long enough for
assessment.

Karl Lacey: He came on for Niall McCready with
under five minutes remaining, and a couple of balls,

but not long enough in the action for a rating.

Brian Roper: Blood sub for Toye at the start and
came on again the closing minute or so when again
replaced Toye. 5

Shane Carr: He was introduced in the closing sec-
onds coming on for Eamonn McGee, not long enough
on for a mark.

B Man of the Match

Kevin Cassidy, for an inspiring display of power
play right through the game the Gweedore man gets
the verdict ahead of Michael Hegarty. While Hegarty
had a very productive second period Cassidy was on
top of his game from the off.

B Turning Point

Michael Hegarty's two points within four minutes of
the start of the second half turmed the tie in
Donegal's favour and definitely set down a marker
that the home team meant business.

B Ref Watch

While Brian McEniff was not happy with the
Westmeath man's performance, claiming that
Donegal did not get their share of close in frees, 1
must confess I had ne great problem with the referee
And by and large I thought he had a good game, but
would have preferred if he would apply a little more
common sense in relation to the advantage rule.



Tyrone wait on
Dooher while

- 17th June, 2004

By Peter Campbell

Neither Donegal or Tyrone were revealing their
starting line-ups for Sunday’s Bank of Ireland
Ulster semi-final in Clones (2.15).

While Tyrone are waiting on captain
Brian Docher to recover from ligament
damage, Donegal are waiting on the
influential Michael Hegarty who has been
struggling to shape off a leg injury.

Donegal trained on Tuesday night in
Ballybofey but declined to name a starting
fifieen. :

Apart from Hegarty - who is being given
time to prove his fimess - Donegal are also
hoping that Paul McGonigle will recover
from a hamstring injury.

It is unlikely that the Buncrana man will
be named in the starting line-up but the
management would be boosted if he was
able to take his place on the bench 1o give
caver for midfield.

Otherwise, it is expected that Donegal
will field 2s expected with Shane Carr
coming in to replace the injured Kevin
Cassidy, while Brian Roper will return in
the half-forward line.

If Hegarty doesn’t recover then it is likely
that Stephen McDermott will move to the
No. 11 shirt, as he has been performing in
that role in recent challenge matches.

News from Tyrone would suggest that
Peter Canavan will be kept in reserve on the
bench and there is increasing speculation
that captain, Dooher. will be fit to take his
place.

Michael egarty receives treatment from Dr. Austin Hegarty and physio

The other news from the Red Hand men
is that man of the match in the All-Ireland
final. Kevin Hughes, has been unable to
train in recent weeks due to a hamstring
imjury. The speculation is that Hughes could
well start in midfield after doing well there
against Tyrone, but we will probably have to
wait unfil' throw-in on Sunday. Team
selections can be misleading and it is only
when the ball is thrown in that players find
their true positions.

Donegal manager, Brian McEniff, was
keeping his fingers crossed this week for
playmaker, Michael Hegarty, but he had a
waming for his team on Tuesday night.
“Nobody will be faking the field on Sunday
unless they are 100% fit” -

The team expected to start for Donegal is:
Paul Durcan; Niall McCready, Raymond
Sweeney, Damicn Diver; Eamon McGee,
Barry Monaghan, Shane Carr; Brendan
Boyle, Brian McLanghlin; Christy Toye.
Michael Hegarty, Brian Roper; Colm
McFadden, Adrian Sweeney, Brendan
Devenney.

* One man who will be missing for
Donegal on Sunday is mentor, Michael
Oliver McIntyre who is hospitalised. All
Gaels in Donegal will wish him a speedy
recovery to full health and a return to the
sidelines with county and club,

Charlie Gillespie after breaking down in training. Photo Michael O Donnell
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Bank of ireland Ulster
SFC semi-final
Donegal...1-1 1

o

Donegal at half-time as they
trundled into the dressing
room a point in arrears and a
man down. They had played
poorly and negatively in the
first half and lost corner-back,
Niall McCready, lured by Owen
Mulligan into a challenge imme-
diately after he had been
booked.

However, according to Barry
Monaghan, the side made a
pact in the dressing room to
emulate the Donegal side of
1992, who went out to play the
game of their lives against
Derry in the Ulster final,
despite being without John
Cunningham,

They won every break and
put Tyrone on the back foot
and in corner forward, Colm
Anthony McFadden, they had
the executioner. McFadden fin-
ished with a tally of 1-7, his goal
. on 52 minutes putting

e. Donegal 19 to 05 in front
and while they lost the final
quarter by 0-4 to 0-2, the game
was effectively clinched with
McFadden’s strike.

The expected Tyrone come-
back never arrived. Peter

it I -& i X e £ i
B Brian Roper and Kevin Hughes get up close and personal durin
Sunday’s Ulster semi-final clash. {2206TG33) y

second half performance to
i match anything from the past
# Wisaw Donegal dethrone Ulster
and All-lreland champions, Tyrone in
St.Tiernach’s Park, Clones on Sunday.

Peter Campbell reports from Clones
Photos by Thomas Gallagher

It didn’t look good for

Canavan remained on the

bench and by the final whistle -

Donegal were coasting, limiting
Tyrone to the odd long-range
point. Y

Apart from the excellent
McFadden, Donegal got superb

second half performances from

nearly every man on the park.
Right from the back where Paul
Durcan was supreme in the lim-
jited action he was involved in,
they had leaders in Damien
Diver, Michael Hegarty, Brian
Roper, Barry Monaghan, Adrian
Sweeney and Shane Carr.

[t was different in the first half
as their play was laced with
nerves, off the mark with their
first three opportunities from
frees and Brian Roper’s point
two minutes into added time
was their only score from play.

The All-Ireland champions
looked the more likely in that
opening half as they created a
couple of goal chances with
Donegal hanging on thanks to
good defensive work.

Then on 34 minutes came the
McCready dismissal with
Tyrone's Eoin Mulligan luring
him into a rash challenge. You
could make an argument that

the red card was harsh and you
could also argue that
McCready was foolish, but the
incident had a big bearing on
the game.

Behind by 04 to 0-3, Donegal
were a different team for the
second half and it seemed to
this observer that referee,
Gerry Kinneavy, was more
favourable to Donegal in the
second half.

Played Tyrone off
the field

. The Donegal lads, however,
didn't need any help. They
played Tyrone off the field in
the third quarter and had six
points on the trot to turn a one
point deficit into a four point
lead by the 50th minute, Colm
McFadden accounted for three
of those while Christy Toye,
Adrian Sweeney and Barry
Monaghan added the others.
Adrian Sweeney became
increasingly more effective in

‘his withdrawn role, especially

in getting quality fast ball to the
front men.

Tyrone pulled a point back
from wing-back, Joe McMahon
before McFadden struck for the
killer goal. Michael Hegarty put
Christy Toye away up the side-
line and when he cut in he
found Colm McFadden, who
rounded Ciaran Gourley before
firing low past John Devine in
the Tyrone goal.

When Tyrone responded with
a point from Stephen O'Neill,
McFadden countered with a
‘45" and even when the Red

Hand men had a mini-come-
back with three points to
reduce the margin to four,
McFadden had the final say,
pointing a free after substitute
Stephen Cassidy had won his
first tussle for possession.

The final point gave Donegal
the breathing space for the
comeback that never came.
The life had been squeezed out
of the Alllreland champions
with Donegal looking like the
team that had the extra man.

Donegal: Paul Durcan; Niall
McCready, Raymond Sweeney,
Damien Diver;. Eamon McGee,
Barry Monaghan (0-1), Shane
Carr; Brendan Boyle, Brian
McLaughlin; Christy Toye (0-1),
Michael Hegarty, Brian Roper
(0-1); Colm McFadden (1-7, 5
frees, 45), Adrian Sweeney (0-1,
free), Brendan Devenney.
Subs., Stephen McDermott for
McLaughlin (27 mins.); Stephen
Cassidy for Devenney (60
mins.); John Gildea for Toye (72
mins.)

Tyrone: John Devine; Ryan
McMenamin, Conor Gormley,
Ciaran Gourley; Joe McMahon
(0-1), Shane Sweeney (0-1),
Philip Jordan; Gerard Cavlan,
Sean -Cavanagh; Brian Dooher,
Brian McGuigan (0-1), Stephen
O'Neill (0-2, one free); Mark
Harte (0-1), Kevin Hughes, Eoin
Mulligan (0-3, 2 frees). Subs.,
Enda McGinley for Harte (51
mins.); Michael McGee for
Gourley (53 mins); Colin
Holmes for Hughes (60 mins.)

Referee: Gerry Kinneavy
(Roscommon).
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B The Marksman

Paul Durcan: A competent performance
by Durcan, who performed his duties in the
manner of a veteran. Has given the defence
a sound backbone, especially under the
high ball. 7.5 -

Niall McCready: Was having a reasonably
good game in the last line until a rash
moment.-Always playing on the edges,
McCready has to learn to deal with
moments like this. 6 :

‘Raymond Sweeney: Not much in the game
bt saw off a succession of full-forwards
without any fuss. 7.5

Damien Diver: Has become one of the rea:
Ieaders of this team. Inspirational through-
out, hitting the line at the right time. 8.5

Eamon McGee: Another game played like
a veteran, McGee's aerial ability and
strength has been areal find for Donegal. 8

Barry Monaghan: Another of the Jeaders,
Monaghan kept McGuiganvery quiet and
also popped up for agreat point. 7.5

Shane Carr: Shane’s first two cléarances
went astray, but after that he never put a
foot wrong and was an inspiration. 8

Brendan Boyle: A difficult first half when
Donegal were struggling to find their feet,
Boyle came good in the second half. 7.5

Brian McLaughlin: Was a victim of -
Kinneavy’s fussy overcarryingtile.
McLaughlin found himself in‘asléfensiye
role and consequently founditthard to
impose himself. 6 : :

Christy Toye: Struggled to get into the
game in the first half, but came good when
the game opened up. A very good point and
laid on the goal with a great pass. 7.5

Michael Hegarty: Worked hard throughout
and was just off the mark with three efforts.
His ability to break tackles was vital to the
win, 7.5

Brian Roper: A real workhorse, his point
just before the break was the launching pad
for Donegal’s win. Was involved in every-
thing in the second half. 8 fa il

Colm McFadden: A fairly quiet first half-
with one pointed free, McFadden came alive
in the second, involved in everything that'
was good for Donegal. 9

Adrian Sweeney: Struggled to get on the
ball in his new role in the first half. However,
in the second Sweeney's strength in posses-
sion and his quick, accurate ball was one of
the decisive factors in the Donegal win. 7.5

Brendan Devenney: After missing his first
free, Brendan found it very difficult to make
an impact. A great pass for Barry
Monaghan's point, but overall he found the
going tough. 6

Stephen McDermott: Into midfield before
the break, McDermott rose highest to win
the ball right away and gave Donegal a new
impetus. 7.5

Stephen Cassidy: While only on for ten
minutes, it was probably his best ten min-
utes in a Donegal jersey. Won a free with his
first touch and looked lively. 7.5

John Gildea: You could say he didn’t put a
foot wrong. He got all of ten seconds!

B Man of the match

Donegal had plenty of candidates with
Damien Diver a real leader in defence. There
were a host of others who ensured that
Donegal were always on the front foot, but
the display of Colm McFadden with 1-7 was
the outstanding performance and he gets
the award.

B Talking Point

The main talking point was the red carding
of Niall McCready with mixed views. It is
learned that McCready was fouled off the
ball before the firstincident and that
explains his rash challenge, while the sec-
ond yellow card must have a question mark
over it. However, McCready is an experi-
enced defender at this stage and with the
advantage of hindsight, he will feel that he
reacted in haste.

B Ref watch

Neither county will be happy with referee,
Gerry Kinneavy. He was fussy in the first
half, especially on overcarrying. In the sec-
ond half it seemed as if he was informed of
Mulligan's part in McCready’s sending off
and Donegal benefited.

B Michael
Hegarty

“This win will be no good unless
we go on and win an Ulster title.
When we were a man down, [ had
to go back deep but it worked well
and we deserved the win on the
day,” said Hegarty.

Asked about the display of Colm
McFadden, Hegarty said that
“McFadden is liable to do that any
day. Thank God he did it today.”

As for an Ulster final which is
not the dream final of Tyrone
against Armagh, Hegarty said: “We
filled Croke Park last year and we
will fill it again this year,” said
Michael.

B Brendan
Devenney

Donegal corner-forward,
Brendan Devenney, was probably
disappointed with his own person-
al performance, but he accepted
his substitution in a positive man-
ner and was delighted when the
final whistle went.

“It didn’t matter thatwe had
fourteen players on the field. We
have great spirit in the team.

“We were written off before the
game in the media but the lads
showed that there is more to

Ulster than Tyrone and Arma Ee
“We will be happy to go to 'gr

Park and take on Armagh,"si

Brendan, ar |

M Barry
Monaghan

“We were up against it when we
were down to fourteen men. It
came at a bad time and after a
poor first half.

“However, we had to throw cau-

i
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Donegal 1-11, Tyrone 0-9 - After-match reaction from Clones

tion to the wind. Our backs were
to the wall against the All-Ireland
champions and we had to go out
and attack,” sald Barry Monaghan.

“We made a pact in the dress-
ingroom at half-time and
the ball seemed to bounce
for us in the second half.

The spirit was always

there and the 1992 Ulster

final when John

Cunningham was sent off was
mentioned. We made a promise
to emulate that team, that we
would do the same in the second
half,” said Barry.

“We were probably lucky that we
caught Tyrone at the end of a hard
season but we were far too cau-
tious in the first half and Niall
(McCready) was unlucky to be
sent off.”

Asked about Colm McFadden'’s
performance, Barry said his final
tally “was a fabulous total”,

B Mickey
Harte

The Tyrone manager, Mickey
Harte, was gracious in defeat,
offering no excuses.

“] have no arguments, the better
team won on the day. They're hun
grier than we are, they did the
business and I have absolutely no
argument with that,” said Harte.

The Red Hand man felt that they

| were doing reasonably well in the
i first half but Donegal were superi-
| or in the second period.

“In the second half Donegal

! started the brighter and they had

the quality players who were
capable of finishing. As long as a
goal wasn't scored I thought that
we could still win the game, but
once the goal went in it was really
a tall order. Then we had to get a
lot of scores to stay in the game
we we didn't look like getting that
amonnt of scores today,” said
Harte.
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2004 Ulster Final - Donegal..........0-11, Armagh..........3-15

W, onegal’s bid for their first
i Ulster title

in 12 years

” floundered on the wide

open spaces of Croke Park as
powerful Armagh collected their
fourth Ulster title in six years.

Tom Comack reports from Croke Park
Photos: Thomas Gallagher & Conor McGonagle

And they should have no
complaints about it. Armagh
were much the slicker outfit
on the day and were
deserving 13 points winners.

Except for a brief period in
the middle of the first half,
and again early in the
second, Donegal, did not
measure up. And Brian
McEniif's men looked but a
pale shadow of the team
that had lowered Tyrone's
colours in such impressive
fashion in the semi- final.

Only fullback Raymond
Sweeney, and corner backs
Niall McCready - after a
sticky start - and Damian

Diver left Croke Park with

reputations any way intact.
In fairness to Michael
Hegarty, he worked hard
throughout, while Brendan
Devenney looked the only
real threat up front.
However, Armagh were
most impressive and in that
type of form they will be
difficult to beat. Strong in
the tackle and looking much
more at home on the wide
open spaces of Croke Park,
they produced as good a
performance as possibly
this team has ever
produced, with 3-12 of their
3-15 total coming from play:ir

Late goals

Donegal hit four points in
the first half to Armagh’s 1-9,
and while they did much
better in the second period
with (-7, so too did Armagh.
The Orchard county hit 2-6,
with the goals from Paddy
McKeever and Oisin
McConville in the closing ten
minutes putting the icing on
the cake.

Diarmuid Marsden’s
opening goal on twenty nine
minutes was a hammer blow

to Donegal, who after a
B sticky opening quarter
@ had came back into it,

and were just two
points adrift 04 to 0-6
B% at that stage. The
corner forward got a
flick to an Oisin
McConville ‘45,
with keeper Paul

Durcan in no

man’s land.
Durcan, seconds earlier, had
done well to deny Kieran
Hughes from close range
after the defence was found
napping.

And with three more
points before the break,
Armagh took a seven point
advantage to the dressing
rooms with them. And in
truth, they were well on
their way to a quarter final

spot.

Colm McFadden with two
pointed frees and one each
from Brendan Devenney
(free) and Michael Hegarty
were the Donegal first half
scorers.

Donegal did up the tempo
on the resumption, and had
hit four points to Armagh's
two by the 55 minute mark -
Brian Roper, Rory Kavanagh,
Brendan Devenney and
Colm McFadden raising the
white flags. And McFadden
was desperately unlucky not
to have the umpire waving
green, within two minutes of
the restart. His fierce drive,
after a great run, crashing
back of the crossbar with
Paul Hearty well beaten.

Game set and
match

It was game set and match
for Armagh when Paddy
McKeever got on the end of
a great move to crack home
his side’s second three
pointer, ten minutes from
the end. :

And Oisin McConville's
third goal on the seventy
minutes was only academic
as Armagh coasted to an
easier than anticipated
victory.

Donegal: Paul Durcan;
Niall McCready, Raymond
Sweeney, Damian Diver;
Eamon McGee, Barry
Monaghan, Shane Carr;
Brendan Boyle, Stephen
McDermott; Christy Toye,
Michael Hegarty (0-2), Brian
Roper (0-1); Colm McFadden
(0-3,2F) Adrian Sweeney (0-
1), Brendan Devenney (0-2
F). Subs: John Gildea (0-1)
for S. McDermott; Rory
Kavanagh (0-1) for C. Toye,
inj., both at half-time; Paul
McGonagle for B. Roper, 52
min.; John Haran for A.
Sweeney, 63 min.; Karl Lacey
for E. McGee, 65 min.: Brian
McLaughlin used as a blood
substitute for John Gildea.

h: Paul Hearty;
Enda McNulty, Francie
Bellew, Andy Mallon; Kieran
Hughes, Kieran McGeeney,
Aidan O'Rourke; Philip
Loughran  (0-1), Paul
McGrane; Paddy McKeever

(1-3), Tony McEntee (0-2),
Oisin McConville (1-3,2F);
Steven McDonnell (0-2).
Ronan Clarke (©0-1),
Diarmuid Marsden (1-2).
Subs: Brian Mallon (0-1) for
R. Clarke, 62 min.; Andrew
McCann for K. McGeeney, 68
min.; Justin McNulty for F
Bellew; John McEntee for D.
Marsden.

Referee: Michael Collins

(Cork)

Match Statistics

First Half

Gls Pts Frees Wides 455
Donegal 0 5 13 ) 0
Armagh 1 9 10 3 1

Second Half
Donegal 0 6 13 5 1
Armagh 2 6] 6 4 1
Totals

Donegal 0 11 26 10 1
Armagh 3 15 16 7 2

Yellow Cards - Raymond Sweeney, Brian Roper,
Eamon McGee (Donegal); Francie Bellew, Enda
MeNulty (Armagh).

B Man of match

Kieran McGeeney stood head and shoulders above all
others and is the player that made Armagh tick on
Sunday. He totally controlled the opening twenty
minutes of the game, and while he seemed to tire near
the finish he had a huge influence on the game.

B Turning Point

While Armagh were looking much the sharper-rom.
very early and were in control for most of the game,’
Diarmaid Marsden'’s goal on twenty seven minutes was
possibly the nail in the Donegal coffin. Donegal had
come back from four points to two down when Marsden
struck, and all of a sudden Armagh were five up.

B Ref Watch

Kevin McStay raised the issue of the legality ot
Armagh's first goal on the Sunday game. McStay argued
that Kieran Hughes should have been pulled back for
not being the required fourteen metres from the kicker
Philip Loughran.

I must confess 1 did not spot it, nor did I hear anyone
complain about it at the tirhe. The one big gripe that
Donegal had was that Michael Collins was a little too
lenient on the Armagh defence and in particular Enda
McNulty who was stuck'to Brendan Devenney like a leech.
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“he fr_agiie nature of Donegal football
was in the spotlight after Saturday’s

— disastrous elimination from the Bank of
- Ireland Championship,

going down to

_ neighbours, Fermanagh, in extra time.
: Peter Campbell reports from Clones
Photos by Thomas Gallagher

: Indiscipline and inaccuracy
. were the result of the fractious

- preparation with nineteen wides

~ and two players dismissed over
- the 90+ minutes.
With a Manus Boyle on board

~ Donegal would have won this

~ game pulling up, but players and

management have to take
~ responsibility for the shambles in

~ the closing minutes when nobody

_seemed to know who was doing
- what regarding frees.
~ The main theme from the
- Donegal support afterwards was

. relief - relief that they don’t have

to go back to Croke Park because
they feel that the present team
don't possess the togetherness
necessary for another assault on
~ the Armaghs, Tyrones or Kerrys of

: ﬁ_‘:' the game.

Any team that records just one

~ point in the final 44 minutes of

- play is hardly likely to be in the
. shake-up for major honours.
+ Donegal went two points clear in

- the 50th minute through Brian
Roper but seven minutes later
they lost Brendan Devenney to a
red card and scored their final
- point with seconds to go at the
end of the first period of extra
time.

- Devenney's reaction to his red
card by prodding the referee three

_ times is likely to see him in very

- hot water. He was obviously

; frustrated at the lack of protection

- but will pay a price for the

reaction.

It was all so different at the start
of the game as Donegal seemed up
for the contest and raced three
~ points clear by the 9th minute
with Devenney, Sweeney and
Michael Hegarty pointing.

They were hit with a well crafted
goal by Eamon Maguire on 13
minutes but were just a point
adrift at the break (06 to 14)
~ thanks to a wonderful point from

John Gildea on the stroke of half-
time.

. After twice going two behind
- early in the second half Donegal

hit the front with four points in
seven minutes through Roper,
Christy Toye, Adrian Sweeney and
Roper again.

They should have closed the
game in the 5Ist minute when
Brendan Boyle and Roper put
Stephen McDermott through but
his effort for goal was well saved
by Niall Tinney.

Then came the Devenney red
card and Fermanagh responded
with Martin McGrath levelling the
game with three minutes of normal
time left.

Donegal had the better chances
to win it in normal time with
Adrian Sweeney continually
finding himself shooting from
impossible angles while Brian
Roper worked a great opportunity
but missed from 20m.

oxtfa time Fermanagn were
again given numerical advantage
when  Stephen McDermott,
unlucky in my view, was givena
second yellow. The Erne men took
advantage with Stephen Faguire
and Tom Brewster pointing frees,
while Donegal’s only response was

a Colm McFadden free.

Litany of chances

The second period of extra time
saw a litany of chances for Donegal
but Adrian Sweeney and Michael
Hegarty missed very kickable
frees, while at the other end Paul
Durcan made a great save from
Mark Little, who should have
opted for the point and put
Donegal out of their misery.

While it was an exciting contest
one felt that we were watching two
mediocre teams and Fermanagh
manager, Charlie  Mulgrew,
acknowledged that his side were
lucky that Donegal had left their
shooting boots at home.

One Donegal player who must
have wondered what was
happening on the line was Stephen
Cassidy, who was given a couple of
minutes as a sub at the end of the
second half, but was replaced for
extra time.

Despite that there were a

= Donegal!.lllll-°"12
( Fermanagh..1-10

number of top ‘ciass Uonegai'

performers, mostly in defence -
Paul Durcan (who even saved a
‘point’), Raymond Sweeney, Karl
Lacey, Barry Dunnion and the
excellent Shane Carr. Barry
Dunnion also made an impression,
while John Gildea put in a strong
performance at midfield.

At times Fermanagh looked
naive with numerous passes going
over the sideline. But they had two
freetakers who were capable of
finding the range and in the end
that was the difference between
the sides.

Donegal: Paul Durcan; Niall
McCready, Raymond Sweeney,
Noel McGinley; Karl Lacey, Barry
Monaghan, Shane Carr; John
Gildea (0-1), Brendan Boyle; Paul
McGonigle, Michael Hegarty (0-2),
Brian Roper (0-2); Colm McFadden
(0-1,), Adrian Sweeney (0-2),
Brendan Devenney (0-3, 2). Subs.,
Christy Toye for McFadden (34
mins.); Stephen McDermott for
McGonigle (ht); Barry Dunnion for

McGinley (41 mins.); Stephen

Cassidy for Toye (67 mins.); Rory
Kavanagh (for Devemney, 70
mins); Colm McFadden for
Cassidy (70 mins.); Kevin Cassidy
for Gildea (78 mins.); John Haran
for Roper (84 mins.); Stephen
Cassidy for A. Sweeney (79 mins.)

Fermanagh: Niall Tinney; Niall
Bogue, Barry Owens, Ryan
McCluskey; Raymond Johnston,
Shane McDermott (0-1), Declan
O'Reilly: Martin McGrath (0-2),
Liam McBarron; Eamon Maguire
(1-0), Stephen Maguire (04, all
frees), Mark Little; Ciaran O'Reilly,
James Sherry, Colm Bradley (0-2).
Subs., Damien Kelly for D. O'Reilly
(28); Peter Sherry for N. Bogue
(45); Tom Brewster (0-1f) for C.
O'Reilly (47); Hugh Brady for
McBarron (54); Shane Goan for
McCluskey (69); Mark Murphy for
J. Sherry (76); Dara McGrath for
Maguire (90).

Referee: Joe McQuillan (Cavan).

Man of the
maitch

There were a good number
of solid Donegal performers,
not least Shane Carr, Paul
Durcan and John Gildea. For
Fermanagh Barry Owens,
Raymond Johnston and
Martin McGrath were
excellent but for leadership
the award goes to Shane :
McDermott who was arallying
force when it mattered most.

Turning point

The missed goal from
Stephen McDermott which
was followed minutes later by
the dismissal of Devenney.
These events came midway
through the second half and
changed the game back in
Fermanagh's direction.

Ref watch

Donegal could feel
aggrieved that they did not
get many calls from the Cavan
official. There were a number
of occasions when Devenney
and Sweeney were
manhandled with no whistle.
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Donegal's greater potency up front
was just about enough to see them
claim the two precious league points.
But only just, as Offaly, gave as much as
they got. The Midlander's inadequacies
in front of the posts, especially in the
second half, leading to their downfall.

The Faithful county, who were the
better team in the first half, paid the
price for a lack of scoring ideas in the
second period. One point was their
only return in 39 minutes of second half
action and that came two minutes into
injury time. Donegal were only margin-
ally better as they posted four second
half points.

In fairness to both teams the heavy
first half rain took its toll and underfoot
conditions deteriorated drastically in
the second.

Still srmlmg

Despite being on the back foot for
much of the first half, Donegal, were
still smzlmg at the break and still very
much in the game on level terms, 2-3 to
Offaly’s 1-6.

Brian McLaughlin’s goal just before
half-time, was a real boost and a great
lift. It brought Donegal kicking and
screaming back into the contest that
was definitely slipping away.

Offaly may have been a little disap-
pointed as they trundled off at half
time, because they had done more than
enough to be in front. Though there
was a hint of good fortune about their
goal, a massive long range free - from
-about 45 metres- sailed into- the

Donegal goals to end up going in off the
post and a number of hands into Tony
Blake's net. Centre forward Pascal
Kellaghan was credited with the crucial
touch.

The goal put the Midlander's five
points up, and in the driving seat by the
half hour mark. Not bad for a team that
found themselves three points down,
inside five minutes.

Brendan Devenney opening with a
goal and point got Donegal off to a per-
fect start. Michael Hegarty and Adrian
Sweeney combining to set up the
Eunan’s man in front of the posts, and
from ten metres he made no mistake to
burst the net on five minutes, even if
there was a hint of a step or two too
many.

That was under five minutes. But wor-
ryingly Donegal did not score again
until Adrian Sweeney and his lethal left
point landed a great long range effort
seventeen minutes later. In between,
Offaly powered, by Ciaran McManus -
who was striking oil in the middle of
the field- knocked over five points.
McManus himself, with a great strike
off the outside of his right boot from
thirty five metres; Neville Coughlan,
Barry Mooney, Niall McNamee and
McManus again with a free off the

- ground from all of fifty metres.

Narrowed the gap
While Devenney narrowed the gap
before the Offaly goal, it was only after

Kellaghan got his finger tips to

McManus’ free that Donegal awakened

%n a day for getting down and dirty and
_rolling up the sleeves, Donegal and |
Offaly did just that in this Div. 2A" Allianz = §; : :
League opener at Ballybofey.  with plenty to spe 5

‘this-time to Brendan Devenney.

ing “down his neck, Sweeney
‘clal before turning. and sphttmg th

u_sai that Sweeney hand off spe-
great scorel McMamts who also

1o the challenge once more. However,
in truth McLaughlin’s life line was very
much against the run of play. :
Donegal must have got a real roast-
ing at halftime. Not only did they
return with a change of strip, but they
also had more fire in their bellies. And
the umpire had his coat scarcely but-
toned up when Brendan Boyle raced
through for the lead point, and one
minute later they were two up thanks

: negal’s go:
forty five he takes a quick free to Michael Hegarty who in turn spots
Adrian Sweeney in space to the right of the posts. Helgaar';yh ﬁ:llds S%;:leﬁieyhm?;
 a forty metre and they say Donegal cannot play the long who
1 Co i ( front of the posts. And breaking the

{  Without question Brian McLaughlin's goal on the stroke of
© who were under the cosh for much of the first half were trailing 1-3 to 1-6 and |
- within second of the half-time whistle when McLaughlin rose majestically to |
- punch  Sweeney’s cross to the net
i pmng hree down at the break Donegal were back on level terms and back

However, this was to be their last
scoreuntil ten minutes from time when
Adrian Sweeney once more split the
posts from a 20 metre free. Thankfully,
Dffaly left their shooting boots in the
dressing room and while they had a
number of chances all were squan-
dered as Donegal set up a blanket
defence. It was very much a case of
what we have we hold for Tirchonaill.

Donegal scored once more before the
close, Christy Toye, from an acute

ugh t though yers
y have shied away from givmg Claran?

- McManus a stralght red for a s!ap

hin Gildea, instead he opted to give the!
angle knocking over the insurance International Rules Star a yello thought, given the conditions, he was al
point nine minutes from time. llttle harsh A the p ck up an £ [ew cal[s wmng on thls one. i

Coughlan ended the Midlander’s
embarrassing prospect of a scoreless
second half when he found the target
on seventy two minutes. And Offaly
almost pulled off an amazing draw in

MI{:HAET. HF.GA!H‘Y chhael haﬁ'a Eﬂ’ﬂf start
: 0 ngtwo scorm, but

|
i
%
|

the closing seconas, Brendan Boyle
getting back to block a Coughlan close
range strike on goals.

DONEGAL : Tony Blake; Shane Carr
Raymond Sweeney, Eamonn McGee
Dessie McNamara, Barry Monaghan
Kevin Cassidy; Paul McGonigle, Johr
Haran; Brian McLaughlin (1-0), Michael
Hegarty, Brian Roper; Johnny
'"McCafferty, Adrian Sweeney (0-2,1F),
Brendan Devenney (1-3,1F). Subs:
Brendan Boyle (0-1) for Johnny
McCafferty, 22 mins.; John Gildea for J.
Haran, 48 min.; Christy Toye (0-1), for
.B. McLaughlin, 60 min; Colm McFadden
for P. McGonagle, 70 min.:

OFFALY: Kevin Meehan; Barry
Mooney (0-1), Cathal Daly, Michael
Flynn; Shane Sullivan, Scott Brady,
Matthew Mitchell; Mark Daly (0-1),
Ciaran McManus (0-2,1F); Cillian
Farrell, Pascal Kellaghan (1-0), Joe
Quinn; Tomas Deehan, Neville
Coughlan (0-2), Niall McNamee. Subs:
Colm Quinn for T. Deehan, 21 min.
James Coughlan for Cillian Farrell, 49
min.; Alan McNamee for P. Kellaghan,
60 min.; Conor Evans for S. Sullivan, 62
min.; John Reynolds for J, O Neill,

REFEREE: Michael Daly (Mayo):

. Monaghan
Brendan Boyle, Adrian Sweeney nnd Brendan
. Devenney. ltwuanothertypialsolidpufop
i mmeﬁommeFmMmersmanwhodmdeson
f.’hhﬁuthaltdjsp}aywhen Donegal were unde!"
i thecmh |
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Wwo goals in the space of two minutes in the
middle of the second half from Adrian
Sweeney and Brendan Devenney, finally
saw Donegal pull away from a determined
Leitrim in this Allianz National League Div. 2 A

- clash.

Full-forward Sweeney rattled the

- Leitrim net on fifty three minutes for

the first of the three pointers, after

good work from Christy Toye, Brendan

Devenney, and John Haran - to open up

a four point lead for the second time in
the contest. ;

Two minutes later, it was game set
and match for the visitors, when
Devenney took a long delivery from
Paul McGonagle on the run to add goal
number two.

This score finally silenced the home
support in the 2,500 approximate
Cloone crowd who were still clutching
on to hopes of an upset. Wing forward
Michael Foley had raised those hopes
with a goal five minutes into the sec-
ond half to bring his side back into the
game, and to within a point of the
Tirchonaill men.

Cheeky goal
Foley's goal was of the opportunist
variety, as he cheekily lobbed Tony
Blake, after Blake had been dispos-
.sessed by Colin Regan just outside his
-area.

But that’s as good as it got for the
home team, and while it took Donegal
some time to pull away again the goals
sealed the victory.

While this was far from a vintage
Donegal there was a sense of inevitabil-
ity about the outcome from way out.

* True Leitrim were full of bluster and
heart early on, but the harsh reality is
that when it came to translating pos-

session into scores they were not in

the same orbit as Donegal.
Half forwards Michael Foley and Pat
Farrell were the only Leitrim men to

raise a flag, and what’s more were the
only men that looked like doing so.
Wing man Foley posting 14, the 04

from frees, while Farrell knocked over -

their only point from play.

In fairness to the Leitrim attack, the
Donegal rearguard with Niall McCready
back on beard looked razor sharp and
In no mood for giving away handy
scores.

All guns blazing

The game went very much according
to the script in the first half with
Leitrim coming out with all guns blaz-
ing. And they had three shots on the
Donegal posts, one of them a decent
chance of a goal, before the visitors
had got their first breath. :

Despite the home team’s early blus-
ter, it was Donegal who were first to
score, Brendan Devenney splitting the
posts with a thirty five metre free.

With their midfield and defence on
top, Leitrim continued to set the pace
and they were in front by the fifteen
minute mark with two pointed Foley
frees. Adrian Sweeney brought Donegal
level with a point from'play in the mid-
dle of the haif.

Kevin Cassidy; Paul
MecGonigle (0-1),
Brendan Boyle; Brian
. McLaughlin, Michael
Hegarty (0-1), Brian
Roper; Johnny
McCafferty, Adrian

into the second quarter. Devenney and
Foley trading scores.

But in the closing ten minutes we got
the first hint that Donegal had that lit-
tle extra in their locker, and without
much fuss they were two up, 0-5 to -3,
thanks to late points from Michael
Hegarty and Christy Toye.

And like last week against Offaly,
Donegal began the second half in whirl-
wind fashion, and had two points on
the hoard inside three min-
utes. Brendan Devenney
from a free and Adrian
Sweeney from play the
scorers. All of a sudden
they were in the driving
seat and four up, 0-7 to -3,
but they were rocked when
Foley chipped Blake for
the Leitrim goal to reduce
the margin to a single
point once more.

While it took Donegal
some time to recover from
the setback, Leitrim were
not able to build on their
good fortune and in fact it
was Donegal who were
next to score, Paul

- McGonigle popping up in

front of the posts to punish
a poor clearance with a

point. And minutes later it
was lights out for Leitrim,
with that two goal barrage
from  Sweeney and
Devenney. Game over!
John Haran and Brendan
Devenney put the icing on
the win with two late
points. With two wins
_under their belts Donegal
are now joint top with
Roscommon who also
remain unbeaten after

two rounds.

Donegal: Tony Blake;
Niall McCready,
Raymond Sweeney,

Eamonn McGee; Shane
Carr, Barry Monaghan,

Sweeney (1-1), Brendan
Devenney (1-4,3f): Subs:
Christy Toye (0-1) for B.
McLaughlin, 25 min.;
Colm McFadden for .
McCafferty,  hali-time;
John Gildea for Brendan
Boyle, 47 min.; John

Haran for B. Raoper, 52

min.; Barry Dunnion for
N. McCready, 67 min:

~ And it was still l;e!,_O-S each, well

Leitrim: Gareth Phelan;
Michael  McGuinness,
John McKeon, Dermot
Reynolds; Niall Gilbane,
Seamus Quinn, Barry
Prior; Shane Canning,
Chris  Carrell; Colin
Regan, Pat Farrell (0-1),
Michael Foley (1-4,4f);
John McGuinness, Fintan
McBrien, Jimmy Guckian.
Subs: John McGoldrick
for Fintan McBrien, 48

~min; John Mooney for J.

McGuinness, 55 min;

Michael Greene for Niall
Gilbane, 60 min: Dermot
Kennedy for P. Farrell, 66
min. s
Referee: P
(Westmeath):

Daly

Allianz NFL Div. 2 A P

| session fifteen times in the first half. While this

Michael Hegarty gets the vote this week in what
must rank as one of his best displays for some
time. He covered back to ease our midfield prob-
lems in the first half and by my reckoning had pos-

dropped to ten touches in the second period it was
still a significant contribution and was without
question the man of the match. He also managed to
get his name on the score sheet with a sweetly
struck point.

Christy Toye picks up possession out wide: he
carries forward before releasing to Devenney, who
in turn finds John Haran running through the mid-
dle. Haran takes the ball on the run and is charging
down on the posts when he spots Sweeney in
space on his right. Swéeney takes the pass before
giving Gareth Phelan no chance from the edge of
the area for goal number one.

This game turned on a number of occasions
with both Donegal goals key moments but for me
the real turning point came in the closing minutes
of the first half. Despite not playing up to scratch
Donegal were still in front thanks to points from
wichael Hegarty and Christy Toye.

Westmeath official Pat Daly dished out a total of
six yellow cards, five of them to Donegal players, in
what was not a di