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IS CUIMHIN LIOM

Micheal O Démhnaill

Is moér sin an t-athrd a théinic ar
imtheachtai an C.L.C.G. 6 bhi mise mo
ghasur, ni amhain ar an chluiche féin ach ar
mhoran déigheanna eile mar phairceanna
imtheartha, seomrai féiste, iompar, agus
meobin imreoiri.

Nuair a bhi mise ag éiré anios ba dhéiligh
pingin a fhail le liatr6id a cheannacht agus
bhiédh againn ceann a dheanamh amach as
sean stoca fir lan de fhéar agus annsin bhiodh
againn ¢ fhuail cruinn i geruth liathroéide.

Ni bhiédh cuailli againn go minic ach cupla.

cloch caite ar an talamh. Is iomdha sin argoint
a bhi f4 na clécha ceadhna mar go minic ni
bheadh fios againn an dheacaidh an liathroid
taobh istigh no, taobh amuigh, no trdsna na
geloch.

Corr uair bhi muid abalta cupla pingin a

chruinnit agus liathroéid rubair a cheannacht.

Bhi cludach leather an uair sin ar an gnath
liathroid acht ni rabh ceann aca sin le fail ach
ag na clibanna iad fein. Is cuimhin liom go
bhfuair mé fein liathroid beag, uimhir a
ceathrar, ar triocha ocht cipon a bhiodh i
mboscai c6c6. Bhi seo san bhlian 1938 agus
shil muid bo bhfuair muid bronntanas 6
Neamh agus bhain muid an sult go deo as.

Os rud é go rabh mé mo chaiptin
shoisearach i 1942 agus mo chaiptin
shinsearadh sa bhlian 1945, ar fhéirinn
Cholaiste Naoimh Adhamhain, bhi mé abalta
neart sean liathréid a fhail le na thabhairt
abhaile agus thug sin deis duinn neart péile a
imirt ar an Bhogach.

Bhi sraith péile in lardhiscirt Thir Choénaill i
dtus na triochada agus sraith cluici eile i
bpardisde Chill Chartha in am an chogaidh
agus thug sin an chleachtti do bhuachailli an
cheanntair.

Ni thiocfadh le duine ar bith san 14 innig a
thuigbhéil an spiérad a bhi ins na daoine agus
an grd aca ar an chluiche péile leath cead blian
6 shoin. Bhi6dh an taobh line ploduighthe le
daoine ag achan cluiche.

Ni rabh traendil ann san tsean am mar ata
anois. Ni bhiodh gasarai 6ga ag rith thart ar
phairc no ag gabhail do chérp oiliunt ach
bhiodh siad ag imirt péile comh minic is
thiocadh leo. Bé seo an nds a bhi achan ait sa
chonndae agus caithfidh sé go rabh péileadéiri
chomh maith anseo is a bhi ait ar bith eile né
bhi leath dhoisin peileadoiri on cheanntair seo
ag imirt do fhéirne Thir Chénaill ins na
griochada agus ins na daicheadai.

Nuair a bhi muidinne ag imirt do fhéirne an
pharadisde ni rabh muid a iompar ar charr go
dti cluichi aitiula acht 1éim muid ar réthar
agus as go brath linn.

Ni rabh seomrai féiste no folcaidh againn
ach oireadh agus bhi againn 4ar éide
imitheartha chuir orainn i gcoirnéal na
bpéirce.

Nuair a thésaigh mise ag imirt ni rdbh an
‘‘cic isteach’” on taobh line agus b’eigean an
liathroid a chaitheamh isteach le lamh agus ni
thiocadh scér a fhail 6n “‘caitheamh isteach

- sin ach oiread.

Bhiodh an cluiche i bhfad ni ba
bhridbmhaire no mar ta sé anois agus cean
tuam maith gualainne a thabhairt don fhear a
bhii gcomharic leat.

Bhi an “‘solo’” ann in mo amsa ach b’iad na
fir tosaigh amhain a d’usaid an madh iompar
seo0. San am i lathair ta an “‘solo” a tsaid ag
acan imreoir ar an phdirc agus bhearann seo
seans do na fir cal teannambh isteach ar na fir
thosaigh agus biénn nids mo feall sa chluiche
mar gheall ar seo.

Ni thainic moran athri ar an chldiche ins na
colaisti le daicead blian. Deirinn, b’eidir £0
rabh an caighdeain ni b’airde mar bhiodh na
mic léighinn thar fiche blian ag fagail an
cholaiste annsin. :

Is cuimhin liomsa sa bhlian 1940 go rabh an
bheirt ceadhna ag imirt lar na pairce ag
foireann Thir Choénaill agus a bh i i lar na
pairce ag Coldiste Naoimh Adhamhain. B’é
sin Vincent Rankin agus Charlie McCaul.

San am i lathair nuair até oiread pairceanna
imitheartha Ura, seomrai agus tighe folcaidh
ag na clubanna is deiligh thuigbheal cad
chuige nach mbiénn pairceanna imitheartha
marcailte i gceart do na cluichi.

T4 athri mor anois ar chiirsai C.L.C.G. no
£o bhfuil suim an mhor aca i geltici an aos og
agus ins na paisti scoile agus is maith an rud
sin.

Is truagh go foill nach bhfuil seans ceart a
thabhairt do na cailini pairt niés mé a glacadh
san ghluaiseacht.



Mar Chathaoirleach Bhord Chondae
C.L.G. Dhun na nGall is mian liomsa Failte is
fiche a chur roimh an fhoilsitichan stairitil seo
ata curtha i gclo ag C.L.G. Chill Chartha i
1984, blian chomortha an chéid.

Is cinnte gur fi do dhuine ar bith in ait ar
bith staidear a dhéanambh ar stair an chumainn
seo O bunaiodh ¢é tri scér blian 6 shoin.
Cuirfidh daoine aithne ar bhunt an chlub,
Corn Shliabh Liag, an imirce, méid an chlub
ag tus na seascadai, coiste laidir, pairceanna
Ura, deireadh leis an imirce, tritir foireann do
dhaoine fésta agus foirne faoi aoise i ngach
comortas condae,

Is fior gur chuidigh club agus pobal Chill
Chartha go mér le C.L.G. a choinneal beo in
Iardheisceart Dhin na nGall nuair a bhi an
taoide ag trd 6 thaobh imreoiri de bharr imirce
agus nuair a bhi bra 6n taobh amuigh ar ar
‘gculthir agus ar ar geluichi.

Ta oifigi agus coisti maithe sa chlub, obair
mhor deanta acu agus pleananna maithe
fadthearma leagtha amach acu. Molaim iad-
agus molaim na daoine a rinne an staidear ar
an stair seo agus ta sdil agam go rachaidh sé
chun tairbhe don chlub agus don phobal sa
chéad ata romhainn.

Go meadai Dia bhur stor.

le gach dea ghui
Micheal Mac Giolla Easbuic.

Carrick  Killybegs
L
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CATCHMENT AREA
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FOREWORD

Ta suil againn go mbainfidh sibh taitneamh

as an cuntas stairiuil seo.
Is iontach an rud é bheith abalta amharc siar
ar an am a thosaigh Cumann Luthchleas Gael
i gCill Chartha — agus fiil amhain roimhe sin
— anuas go dti an 14 innid. Is iontach go deo
an méid daoine a chaith dathanna Chill
Chartha — gorm agus 6r — go bréduil i rith
na mblianta.

““Thuas seal agus thios seal’” — sin mar bhi
cursai peile i gCill Chartha 6n chéad 14, ach
creideann muid nach dtig sult agus aoibhneas
ceart a bhaint as an ‘‘la mor’” muna mbionn
neart ‘‘lactha beaga’ ann roimhe sin. Agus
bhi go leor de na ‘‘lactha beaga ocracha”
againn! Le ctig no sé de bhlianta ta club Chill
Chartha nios laidre na mar bhi ariamh. T4 bri
agus fuinneamh ann, t4 na himritheoiri oga
nios lionmhaire na mar bhi ariamh, T4 eagar
mar is cOir ar gach gné de na himeachta. Gura
fada a bhéas sé amhlaidh.

There is within these bindings the story of a
club from a small rural parish in South-West
Donegal. The Kilcar club began with a first
ever game on a beach in 1921 and have since
that first historic day built up a tremendous
reputation and tradition within the county.

The book though is not only a statement of
facts and figures, competitions won and lost,
but through photographs, paper clippings,
personal recollections and folklore, the story
of sixty odd years of Kilcar social life retold.

It is the story of teams and a game which
helped to keep the life and spirit in a parish
which has been ravaged by emigration time
and time again and so often deprived of its
youthful vitality.

A story of a game which served as the centre

of social life within the parish through’

entertainment at games and after match
dances and the many friendships formed as a
result.

It is also a story of a club which gave the
parish a strong sense of identity.

The book had its beginnings in the autumn
of ’82 when after a meeting of the club it was
decided that a full and comprehensive history
of the club and its activities be written.

Having been active for over sixty years
research on the club’s history was extensive
and detailed. Without the help of various
people this research would neither have been
as extensive or detailed. We wish to thank all
those who helped in any small way in the
research of material.

Indeed in hindsight the recording of the
history from the beginning came nearly too
late. Mick Carr of New York who has since
sadly passed on was probably our most
valuable contributor.

He was one of our first playing stalwarts
and the memory of the infancy of the club was
kept clear in his mind through years of exile in
the States. Without his remarkable power of
recollection the very beginnings of the Kilcar
club would have been lost to us.

Similarly a wvaluable contribution of
amusing incidents early in the history were
given to us by Barney Carr. May they both
rest in peace.

The history of Kilcar G.A.A. is full of
peaks and troughs but it is a credit to the
people who were part of the club in its lean
years who strove to keep it going. Always in
the end they were rewarded when some trophy
was taken in triumph down ““The Trough
Brae”.

It is often said that ‘‘what you put into the
game you get out of it”’ but all too often the
burden of work fell on too few. The club was
and sadly still is, ever weakened by members
discontinuing participation once their playing
days are over. As a result underage football
was neglected through the years and up until
recently very few were willing to put in enough
time and effort to nurture the young talent.
Happily at the moment we are at a peak but in
order to stay there, spectators, playing
members and past playing members should
get more actively involved especially in
looking after the young to ensure a
prosperous future — for the young are the
rock on which every club stands. Our club
motto is “‘Ni neart go cur le chéile’”, —

We would like to leave you with an old
climbers saying which can very easily be
adapted to football and concerns this tie-up
between effort, preparation and success. *‘It is
very difficult to climb to the top and hard to
stay there but it is the view from the top”! —

Due to the volume of information available
it was not possible to publish all details.

Also the gathering and transferring of
information was slow and difficult. This may
have caused slight errors and omissions. For
these we apologise.

We hope you enjoy this publication and the
Kilcar G.A.A. relies on your continued
support.

Rath Dé oraibh,
Donal Mac Giolla Easbuig
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I'HE CHARTER OF
THE G.A.A.

1. The name of the Association shall be ‘““The
Gaelic Athletic Association’’.

The Association is a National
Organisation which has as its basic aim the
strengthening of the National Identity in a
32 County Ireland through the
preservation and promotion of Gaelic
games and pastimes.

The Association further seeks to achieve
its objectives through the active support of
Irish Culture with a constant emphasis on
the preservation of the Irish language and
its greater use in the life of the nation: and
in the development of a community spirit
to foster an awareness and love of the
national ideals in the people of Ireland.

The membership and resources of the
Association shall be utilised for the
dedication solely of the foregoing aims.

2. The Organisation shall foster, promote
and control the National games of
Hurling, Gaelic Football and Handball
and such other games as may be sanctioned
and approved by Annual Congress.

3. (a) The Association shall actively support
the advancement of the Irish language and
through its members, clubs, committees
and councils shall ensure an increasing role
for Irish as a medium of communication.
(b) The Association shall likewise
support Irish dancing, music and song and
other aspects of Irish Culture. Any social
function of the Association involving
dancing shall include traditional Irish
dancing and each unit of the Association
shall promote as many entertainments as
possible at which no dancing other than
traditional Irish dancing is permitted.

() The Association shall co-operate with
and actively assist other organisations the
aims of which are the promotion of the
Irish language, traditional Irish dancing,
music and song, and other aspects of Irish
culture.

(d) The Association shall assist in
promoting community development and in
keeping with the aims of the Association
shall play a positive role through the
commitment of its clubs at local and parish
level in fostering a community spirit.

() The Association shall support native
industry and its members shall do likewise
as a duty of practical patriotism.

RULE CHANGES
IN THE G.A.A.

In the course of this book there are
numerous accounts of football games played
all over the county. But through the years
there have come many changes on the game so

that the latter day game bears very little

similarity with for instance the one played in
1922. The main changes that have occurred
are listed below:

1. The first few games played in the parish
took place on the beach and small posts or
jackets were used for the goals. Once the ball
went above outstretched hand height a point
was given.

2. The kick out as John Browne remembers
it in the twenties and early thirties consisted of
the goalkeeper throwing up the ball and the
full-back hitting it.

3. When the ball went over the sideline one
didn’t start with a sideline kick but with a
throw-in. (Though not in the soccer style).

4. The handpass was in use in the 40s and
again in the late seventies but because of over
zealous referees it has virtually become extinct
again.

5. For the throw in one had all the
midfielders and the forwards. This made a
total number of sixteen.

6. The goalkeeper at one time had very
little protections and could be shouldered over
his own goaline. There was no such thing as
the big square and so far fewer penalties.

7. A red flag was used in the twenties
instead of a green one to signal a goal.

8. Rigs and football boots have changed
completely. Boots for instance one time were
made to last, large, above the heel, hard toe
cap, hob nails. At first Kilcar players would
not wear short togs.

10. Changes have also come in the football.
The football is now plastic coated and so
weather resistant but with the old ball, when it
got wet it got very heavy and slippy. The old
ball was also laced down the side.

11. All measurements have now gone
metric so that the old 50 yard line now
becomes the 45 metre line and the 14 yard line
becomes the 13 metre line, etc.

12. The ‘third man tackle’ as it is known is
now also outlawed. When you moved in to
tackle a player when the rule was in you were
allowed to be ‘‘cut-off”” by an opposing
player.



BEFORE THE G.A.A.

Kilcar is one of the smallest parishes in
Donegal with a population of only 1,450
people. So it is no small achievement that this
club has three adult teams playing each
Sunday and also field underage teams in all
competitions.

Although Gaelic football is now very strong
in the parish it did not always hold this
esteem. Indeed the first organised game did
not take place until 1922.

There is not a sign of hurling or soccer in
the parish now but this was not always so.
There is recorded evidence from the Donegal
G.A.A. Yearbook 1983 that in the late 1800s
“a form of cross country hurling was played
through the total length of Gleneish pass. The
feams competing came from Sheskinarone,
Lower Ardara, Crove, Meenaveen, Port’’.

This form of cross country was known
locally as the ‘caman run’. This game was like
golf without the holes — seeing how many
shots it would take to cover a certain distance.

This game is still played in the stronger
hurling counties and the ‘All-Ireland’ of this
competition has been won a few times by the
famous Eddie Keher.

Although only Crove from our parish is
mentioned in this extract it is quite
conceivable that other parts of the parish also
took part in this game. The other type of
‘cdman’ more like the game we are used to
seeing on television was also played in the
parish.

Bogagh and Straleel and Srath na Circe
used to play the other side of the hill which
was in effect the Cashlings side of the Glen.
These games were played in ‘Srath Mongan’
which is in Coguish under Barney Byrne’s
house. They used the root of the briar as a ball
and an upturned stick for the hurley.

The game was very close and tense and it
was nearing night,

Many women stood around the field
watching the game with their aprons still tied
on. Suddenly the ‘inside’ crowd scored a goal
which was very hotly disputed. Arguments
and fights broke out all over the place. One
woman standing down at the opposite goal
decided that she had a very valid point to
make which would solve the whole fracas.

But in her temper and haste by the time she
got as far as the referee she forgot what she
was going to say. She ripped off her apron, hit
the referee across the face and said — ““damn
vou anyway’’ —

Many people also went down to ““Tr4 Bhan
and Tra Labhair to play games of caman. The
actual hurley was also made from dried pieces
of long seaweed and the ball or “‘cnag” was
always homemade. There is an old saying:
“Ni raibh teach sa pharoiste nach raibh
caman agus cnag ann’’.

Once around 1900-1905 the national teacher
of Muckross school Charlie McDevitt got
‘correct’ hurleys (ash) probably from the
Gaelic League and these he then gave to the
children so that they could play proper hurling
on the beach.,

Patrick Byrne (Rolagh) was a child in his
class. He said that you would have as many as
20 children on the beach at one time some
with the good hurleys and the others with the
homemade ones. The interesting thing is that
Patrick lost his eye playing caman on the
beach.

He didn’t want to name the other player
involved but he said that he got a shot of a
hurley in the face and a splinter lodged in his
eye. He said that he was not the only player
who suffered bad injuries during these games.
He said that the reason for this was because
not being a ‘natural’ hurling area the children
weren’t too sure of the rules or skills and so it
got very dangerous.

Unfortunately this was one of the reasons
why caman never got off the ground (parents
worried) and the other reason being because
of emigration young men were leaving for the
“Talamh Ur”’ and so it was hard to field two
teams of young men.

The young boys with the good hurleys were
never allowed to take part in the adult games
for fear of injury.

Hurling made another brief appearance in
the 40s but this we will deal with later.

HANDBALL

Handball became a very important and
popular game around the start of the century.
It took the place of caman becaue (1) you
needed less equipment; (2) it was less
dangerous; (3) it needed less players.

During the fine week evenings and on all
week evenings during the summer
competitions were held at the gable ends of
houses, e.g., McIntyres in the town and
Coguish N.S. up the Glen. Competitions were
very keen and were not only confined to the

arish.
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It wa easy to play handball then against the
gable ends of houses because there was very
little traffic on the road to distract games.

Two of our best players of the period were
Columba Carr and Hugh Gallagher.

SOCCER

Although we have a number of players
nowadays that would be quite adept on a
soccer field we do not have a soccer team and
have not had once since 1921-1922. Soccer,
though, was very strong in the parish between
1905-1922. Indeed the first recorded team that
we could get in any sport dapart from the teams
named in the Gleneish ‘‘caman run’’ is that of
a Muckross team to play Up the Glen in a
soccer match.

This was the Muckross team given by
Patrick Byrne: 1, Frank ‘Johnny Bhig’
McNéilis; 2, Pat ‘Rosie’ Hegarty; 3, John
McHugh; 4, James McHugh; 5, James
Meehan; 6, Johnny Byrne; 7, Paddy
McFadden; 8, John Erskine (J.T.); 9, Tommy
Erskine.

This game was also played on Tra Labhair
and seemingly did not go by F.A. rules!

1. Norigs.

2. You never changed ends.

3. No goal posts.

4. The game went by amount of goals
scored and not by time,

KILCAR v PLATYPUS, 1913. Front row, . to r.: Jhn Murray (Kilcar

5. Folklore and the fairies lent a hand —
As stated in (2) they never changed sides.
Whichever side won the toss always played
with the mound of the fairies of Cnapastun at
their backs. This mound is on the Muckross
side of the beach. Whichever side got the
mound at their backs always won the game
because the luck of the fairies was with them.
It was believed that the fairies although
invisible stood in the goals and stopped
goalward shots. Muckross won the toss and
not surprisingly the game.

The Muckross team also took the boats and
rowed around to Fintra strand to play part of
Killybegs parish.

Most of the team loved this journey as they
had the chance to admire the beautiful fields
on the way down. But Frank McNeilis, who
would get very uptight about games, would
chide them about being so happy and would
tell them angrily to concentrate on the game,
Tommy and John Erskine were the best

-players on the team and they used to take

young Patrick Byrne with them on the boat.
This type of beach game went on for many
years  (1905-1912) until Kilcar parish
combined all its townlands together to make
the one football team. At the time a large
number of students were going to St. Eunan’s
College, Letterkenny; St. Columb’s, Derry;
St. Patrick’s Training College, Dublin, and
U.C.D. These were havens of soccer at the

i L
), Hugh ‘Alick’ O'Gara (Castlecarn),

Christy Byrne, N.T. (Kilcar, capt.), Pat McDevitt {Churchtown & USA), Paddy Murray ‘Forte’, NT (Kilcar and

Dungloe and St. Mary's, Greenock). Back row: Padd

y O’Gara (Kilcar), Patrick ‘Bradley’ O'Gara (Castlecarn),’

Joe McDevitt (Churchtown), John O’Gara (Kilcar), John Murray (Druim Na Fiongaile), Christy Byrne

(Doonin), Francie Maguire ‘Dixie’ (Kilcar), Mick Doo

Ignatius Murray, N.T. (Principal Shalvey N.S.)

gan (Strath Bruidhne), James Byrne (Doonin, dentist),



KILCAR v "VULCAN", 1915 at Towney. Front row, l. to r.: Paddy Keegan (painter, Teach Phobail, Cill
Charthal, John O’Gara (Kilcar), M. Moran (painter), Hugh Gallagher {Kilcar). Middle row: Joe McDevitt
[Churchtown), James Byrne (Doonin and Ballinasloe), Christy Byrne (Kilcar). Back row: Paddy Murray.
[Kilcar). Chapel Murphy (painter), Dr. Con Carr (Kilcausey), Paddy O’'Gara.

KILCAR TEAM OF EARLY 20's. Front row, l. to r.: Hugh Tim O’Gara ‘Alick’ (Castlecarn), Hugh Gallagher
[Kilcar), Dr. Christy Byrne {Doonin and Carrick), James Byrne (dentist. Ballinasloe), Dr. Peter Carr
(Ballymacfadden and Wales). Middle row: Mick Carr (Muckross), Tom McGinley (Croagh), Columba Carr,
James Murray (Kilcar). Back row: Paddy O’'Gara ‘Bradley’, Paddy Murray (Kilcar and Scotland), Christy
Byrne (Kilcar), James Toland (Killybegs), Francy Carr (Muckross).



time and so these students brought their
soccer knowledge home. These players later
became the nucleus of the Gaelic teams.
Indeed only two of the soccer team that
played against the Platypus in 1914 were not
away at college. The reason why soccer
became so strong in Kilcar at the time was due
in no small measure to the close proximity of
Killybegs — a garrison port. Killybegs
themselves had a strong soccer team at the
time and often played Kilcar. During W.W. 1
British naval ships patrolled the Irish coast
(dreagnouts) and the teams on these ships
Wwere anxious to arrange games with ‘the
locals’ when they docked. Two of these
dreagnouts) were often docked in Killybegs.
They were the ‘‘Platypus’’ and the ““Vulcan’’.
The most famous games were always
against the Platypus. These ships, of course,
went all around the county playing games and
according to our own Dean Kennedy they beat
Rathmullan, then the best team in the county
2-1. The ‘Platypus’ team then beat Killybegs

2-0 and afterwards arranged a game wth the
Kilcar soccer team. As you will see from the
photograph they were an extremely well
organised team and according to Joachim
Murray the team first wore a rig of alternating
chocolate brown and yellow stripes.

This team beat the Platypus 2-0 and later
the Vulcan and also the Killybegs team were
also conquered. They also at this time played
games against Glen and Ardara but because
modes of transport were slow they rarely went
out of their own areas to play. These games
went on till 1922 and in the meantime the team
had had a change of colour in the rigs (to be
dealt with later).

Because of Balck & Tan activities and an
upsurge in Republican interests the young
men and boys of the parish, like those away
from home in the colleges, decided to switch
to this ‘new’ game of ‘Gaelic football’. While
the soccer was still going strong John Gara
and Francie Carr drove them to the games
usually in jaunting cars.

THE START OF THE
G.A.A. IN KILCAR

Although Kilcar did not officially enter the
G.A.A. until 1924 and so play county
competitions they had played their first
recorded game in 1921 (local inter townland),

There were three main reasons for the
changeover from soccer to Gaelic.

1. Because of Black and Tans involvement
in the parish the men became much more
nationalistic and adopted the game of Gaelic
football in preference to soccer.

2. This trend was also very powerful in all
the colleges mentioned before and the boys
attending here brought these ‘ideals’ home to
spread among their own kinfolk.

3. Because of one Joe McDevitt who went
firstly to St. Columb’s, Derry; St. Pat’s
College in Dublin and then went on to be the
next principal of St. Enda’s school in Dublin
after Patrick Pearse had been executed. He
more than anyone else was instrumental in
setting up the G.A.A. in Kilcar.

But before the club officially got underway
there was that first ever game in 1921.

All the information was received from Mick
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Carr (New York and Muckross), R.I.P., on
this first ever game,

Before he died he sent us a very detailed
letter on the infancy of the Kilcar club.

“Up the Glen challenged Muckross in this
new football game in 1921. It was the Sfirst
Gaelic game ever played in Kilcar. Eddie
Gillespie and Johnny McGinley sent aq
challenge to my brother, Frank Carr and I "
So Muckross gathererd a team. “Some of
them wouldn’t hit a turf stack with a ball’’. Tt
was played in the month of May. ““Both feams
were fit to remove their jackets”’, (What he
means by ““fit to remove their jackets’’ means
that they hadn’t any rigs as yet in this new
Gaelic game. Also in 1914 Fr. McShane
preached a sermon against soccer players
wearing togs and that it was immoral for the
girls to go and watch these games/legs!)
Consequently it gave some of these Gaelic
footballers a very narrow mindedness about
football rigs.

Instead “‘each team wore some kind of rigs
with shirts, long pants and hob nailed boots.”’



't many spectators at the
was small as the admission

Muckross had a strong north wind behind
themt. Frank and I and James Murray played
"l back. I caught a high ball coming and lo
id with the powerful wind behind me
rong hobnailed boots on me,
kick didn’t I score a goal and

] == team mostly deceased: 1, Sgt.
John Gillespie; 2, Frank Carr; 3, Patrick
*, Johnny Rosie Hegarty; 5, Sgt. James
: 3, Frank Carr; 7, Patrick Byrne
0): 8, Hugh Hegarty (Shalvey); 9, Johr
v (Drumnafinagle); 10, James Murray
: 11, Dan Byrne (Doonin); 12, Peter
Murray (Churchtown); 13, Mick Carr.

12 1, Hugie Tim O’Gara; 2, 3, 4, 35,
McGinley brothers, Eddie, Johnny, Josie,

Byrne: 8, Eddie Gillespie; 9, Hughie Gillespie;
10, Peter Byrne (Coguish); 11, Big Francie
““the tailor” Carr (Ballmacfadden); 12, James
Cunningham (Shannagh); 13, Michael
McShane.

“Glencolmcille challenged later on in 1921.
Accepted. Kilcar’s teams was picked from
borh sides and it was as follows. ™’

Kilcar parish team (first ever): 1, Sgt. Carr
(Muckross); 2, 3, 4, 5, McGinley brothers; 6,
Eddie Gillespie; 7, 8, Brian and James Byrne;
2, James Murray (Kilcar); 10, Hugh Gallagher
(Kilcar); 11, Columba Carr (Kilcar); 12, Dan
Byrne; 13, 14, Frank and Mick Carr.

““We gave them a licking on the strand by
12 pis. to 2 pts. :

(extracts from Mick Carr’s letter)

This was the first ever game that a Kilcar
parish Gaelic team played in. The opponents
for the very first time were arch rivals and
neighbours Glen against whom many epic
battles would be fought in the future.

As one would notice all these early games
-ere playved on beaches and they did not use
i

5

this game was the first ever
““official™.
had determined that they

wou.d never play soccer again. Columba Carr
and Joe McDevitt, The Murrays and John
gra go! the organisational ball rolling in

Mick Carr, Muckross and New York.

1922 and over in Towney they had a field that
the soccer team had been using.

“They bought another piece adjoining it for
£5 off Biddy Jim to level the field off — It was
very spongy then and I remember when people
used to swim across that field. People came to
the games on sidecars, pushbikes and by
walking”’. (Joachim Murray).

Kilcar now had a good quality sandy pitch
and it was to be used for a few county games
in the thirties.

We will now give an account on the first big
game ever played in Towney on the 29th June,
1922. It was between Ardara (who were the
first strong team in the southern part of the
county) against the south of the county. This
was the first ‘‘official’”” G.A.A. game ever
played in the parish. We were fortunate in
that we got in contact with one player on each
side from that representational match played
61 years ago in Towney, Mick Carr-south of
the county; Dean Kennedy-Ardara.

“June 29th was the first ever sports on
Towney strand/field’’ (Mick Carr). That date
was a holy day of obligation and from then
until the early seventies there was always a
sports day in Towney on that date.

“The G.A.A. was in it’s infancy in this
county and we were all socter converts. I was
only eighteen when I played in this game and
was in Maynooth. G.A.A. was frowned on in
Maynooth since the head thought that it was
too rough. Donegal were much later
developing than the likes of Kerry. This was
only the second year ?rganised competition

in the county’’ (Dean Kennedy). ”



““They beat us pretty badly but we did well
in the sports. I came in second in the 220
yards. When I was finished with this race the
440 yards started and like a crazy guy they
Jorced me into it and didn’t I come in first out
of nine starters. My brother Frank won the
egg and spoon race so the Carrs did very well
in the first sports’’ (Mick Carr).

“I got this job of looking after two real
boozers and I had to take them away out of
the town before the game. The game was the
culmination of the sports and some of the
players had beern drinking beforehand.

The playing positions were not clearly
defined and an awful lot of the old type soccer
was played. We played 13-a-side and it is a
pity that it was ever changed. With the breeze
it was 1 pt. to 0 pt. against us at half time. Our
trainer gave us real stick. Our captain Mick
Fischer read the riot act to us and it seemed fo
work since by full time the score was 0—8 ro
0—1.

The game was very clean and our team won
£5 presented by Micheal Og McFadden. We

travelled to the game by lorry. The make of
the ball we played with was a ‘hotspur’.

We togged out in O’Gara’s lounge before
the game. During the game I was given the job
as a marker against left-half forward Molloy
of Glenties which made the game extremely
boring for me”’. (Dean Kennedy).

““Then on the 15th of August, 1922 Ardara
invited our team (Kilcar parish) down for a
game. Now we had a different team consisting
nearly of all doctors and teachers.

Dr. Byrne (Carrick), Dr. Con Carr
(Cashlings), Dr. Peter Carr
(Ballymacfadden), dentist, James Byrne

(Doonin), Paddy and John Murray, N.T.
(Kilcar), Columba Carr, N.T. (Kilcar village),
Hugh Gallagher, N.T. (Kilcar), Dan Byrne
(Doonin), Jim McBrearty (Doonin), vet.,
Frank and I (Muckross), farmers.

“There were only two farmers’ sons and
Francie Cunningham (Killybegs), goalie. They
beat us not too bad, 1-5 to 0-6.

Joe McDevitt
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A biz pame came up, South West Donegal
vs. Nortk in Kilraine, 1923. I was the only one
picked out of the Kilcar teamm. They sent a car
“or me — g treat then as they were few and far
berween. Tom McBrearty of St. John’s Point
50 pigying and we won by 1-7 to 0-3. We
fof lals”’. (Mick Carr).

sall did not take part in
ns Ardara were competing
i as Dean Kennedy said “‘after
Towney in 22 the Ardara team
E emigration. Six or seven of
the | 1 lefr. Plavers like Paddy and Jim
Muwrray, Harry Kyle, etc., left for the U.S.A.

S0 Arcara had to build their team again and
£ ide the parish looking for
zned on Mick Carr and with
county championship (13-a-
v beating Ballybofey by 1-2 to
zion later also got its claws on
| he left the parish in ’25 never
e and gold ever again.

-: Kilcar again played Ardara in
we drew 1-1 each (Mick Carr). It
easure of the improvement of ‘the
Kil arr to compare the results of the
games vs. Ardara between 1922-’24,

[

There were quite a few fist fights on that

day we had a good few new players: Gerard
McGroarty (Carrick), Michael Cunningham
Carri Phil McNelis (Straleel), Johnny
\i Ginley, Eddie Gillespie, James Byrne
Umiscan), Dr. Peter Carr (Ballymacfadden),
Daj Byrne, Bernard Dorrian, myself (Mick
arr) — The Kilcar team was now starting to
'.;.\e in players from surrounding areas.
The official establishment of the club came
mn late 23 and afterwards Kilcar began to
arrange challenge games with Glen and

(Carmi Ci\),

Ardara such as the one above. There are no
minutes available from those first meetings
some of the main participants were Paddy
Tim O’Gara, Hugh Gillespie, Leo Murray,
e McDevitt, Francis Carr, Pat McShane,
nba Carr, etc.
McDevitt took over the running and
of the team, using the expertise that
e i in St. Columb’ s, Derry, and St.
] Indeed it uasnt always a

ound it i ble 1o persuade some of the
so one particular day in
b erated with the team’s
ATTOW hat he went to the dance
i f sharz trousers, just to
ss to say he didnt get
hese times usually

followed a game.

Another story from these early times told
by Barney Carr (R.I.P.) concerns the match
versus Ardara in 1922 played in Towney.

One of the Ardara players had taken a car
full of players to the game. The car was a
scarce commodity at the time. Kilcar Pipe
Band was playing before and after the game.
And also a smaller group at the dance but they
had the big drum in safe storage in Carrick.
Luckily though one of the band could drive
because he was driving an officer during the
war and he said that he would ‘borrow’ the
car and get the drum. He had a small ‘mishap’
on the way back out and so was delayed.
When the Ardara players got back from the
field they thought that the car was stolen. So
they created a terrible rumpus. Luckily
enough the car suddenly appeared around the
corner and after brief explanations all was
resolved,

The local team always togged out in Aodh
O’Gara’s lounge and that it was a common
thing for a player to go to the game with four
or five bottles of stout in him. The away team
togged in the red house.

“HOW THE CLUB GOT THEIR
COLOURS”’

Before going on to the first year of
competition in 1924 a few paragraphs on how
the club came by gefting their rigs and
colours. As stated previously the soccer team
had a striped jersey. They then switched it to
all royal blue. Money was scarce though at the
time and rigs had to be ‘gathered’ for practice
games.

The 4/5 players going to St. Pat’s in Dublin
took their rigs along with them, since they
were very like the Kilcar Jerseys except that
they had a gold V in the old style in the jersey.

The club was so taken with these colours
that they ordered a set of them and when the
Gaelic started up in 1922 they used the soccer
rig. This same rig was used until the late
thirties when the hoop as we know it today
was brought in.

Only twice were the colours ever changed
albeit for short periods.

Once when joined with Glen they wore all
white (Ironically the name of the team was St.
Pat’s) and in the late 60°s when the rig was
changed to green and white. Both times the
club was extremely unsuccessful and hit a low.
Let this be a lesson to all! The blue and gold
has been worn by teams in the parish for the
last 70 years. Let us hope that this trend

continues for the next seventy. -



1924 ONWARDS

Even though Kilcar as a club did not enter
competitions until 1924 many individuals were
prominent in G.A.A. affairs. Mick Carr won
a Championship medal with Ardara in 1923,
and the following also appeared in the
“‘Democrat”’ of 13th May 1923:

DONEGAL G.A.A. CONVENTION — BUTT

HALL

“That we, the members of the Tirconaill
County Board G.A.A., regret the departure
of Mr. Joseph Murray on his appointment to
the Civic Guards from the county. There was
no more dedicated or willing worker than he
in the promotion of national games in the
county. We wish him every success in his new
sphere”’,

Also in the ‘“‘Democrat’® dated 1st July,
1923:

‘A feis was held in Kilcar on Ist July. A | fter
High Mass in the Church of St. Cartha, all
present headed for Towney where the
compelitions took place. An estimated 6,000
was there. After competitions a football game
was held between Glenties and Ardara which
concluded the events.

Before going into the activities of Kilcar in
1924 and onwards I would like to explain how
Kilcar came to come by their colours.

After 1918 Kilcar soccer team wore a rig of
all royal blue with gold ‘V’ (see picture) and
when the first Gaelic team started up they also
adopted the same colours. But at that time
money was hard to come by and rigs had to be
gathered.

On the team that played Ardara on 15th
August 1922 were five Erin’s Hope players
going to St. Patrick’s Training College in
Dublin. These of course had the jerseys home
(blue with a gold hoop). It had to be
incorporated into the home rig because there
wasn’t enough jerseys to go round.

The home team liked the jerseys so much
that they adopted them as the home colours
and bought a set of them. Apart from two
brief spells — once in white when
amalgamated with Glen and green in the late
’sixties — the blue and gold has been worn
with distinction and pride ever since.

Another tie-up with the Erin’s Hope club in
Dublin is that the boat from which this club
took its name sailed into Towney Bay in the
late 1700°s with a cargo of guns and was
guided by Kilcar fishermen to Sligo where it

was later intercepted by the English troops.
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1924

Kilcar began to participate in county
competitions in this year.

One of their games was after the Killybegs
regatta played versus Killybegs on Friday,
August 8th, 1924, Killybegs 3-0, Kilcar 1-1.
This was probably the game that Mick Carr
was referring to when he said: ““The Kilcar
team played at the sports in Killybegs, on the
Jirst Monday in August of 24 and ’25. The
games were played on a very bad field on the
way fo Loughead. *’

Most of the fixtures for that first year were
played very late on to facilitate the winning of
the harvest etc.

Nov. 9th, 1924 — Kilcar v. Ballyshannon.

Nov. 2Ist — Glenties v. Kilcar (in Glenties).
Ref. Joe McDevitt.

December 21st — Kilcar v. Mountcharles.

December 28th — Kilcar v. Donegal.

January 1Ist, 1925 — Kilcar v. Ardara, in
Ardara.

“On Sunday November 9th, the South-
West League began its activities when the first
match of the draw was brought off between
Ballyshannon and host side Kilcar. After a
well contested match Ballyshannon emerged
the victors by 1-3 to 1-2”’. The following is the
clipping of the very first organised game.

G.A.A. — South Western League

BALLYSHANNON DEFEAT KILCAR IN
THE FIRST ROUND

A crowd of moderate proportions saw
Ballyshannon take the two points Jrom Kilar
in convincing style on Sunday last. The game
was interesting from start to finish, and,
occasionally, play reached a very high
standard. The weather was fine and the Dpitch
in good order, but the fact that Towney Bay
comes close up to the touchline was a serious
handicap. On two occasions there were delays
whilst the ball was being retrieved Sfrom an
ongoing tide.

Ballyshannon’s victory was mainly due to a
strong defence. The forwards lacked their
usual cohesion, but this was due to want of
practice. Kilcar has a nicely-balanced team,
:?ut here, too, the weakness lies in the Sforward
ine.



Play
£icar sitarted by bringing the game into
Sz yshannon rerritory, and Whelan was early
‘e wpon 1o relieve the pressure. Shortly
orerwards this player almost scored from a
OILZ shor. On the kick-out John Rooney
zor possession and opened the score with a

Tree. Poddy Rooney just shot wide. A brisk
wr of play by the Kilcar backs ended in
McoGinley equalising from a good distance
our. In the melee dangerously near the visitors
oo Warnock was injured and, from the
%op, Whelan cleared in good style. A neat
movement by the Ballyshannon forwards was
rared by McGinley kicking into the
er. Sheeran promptly recovered the ball
r an exhibition of the “‘trudgeon stroke”’.
1 Dr. Carr capped a fine run by putting
the home side a point ahead. The equaliser
came from Warnock, who was not slow in
nming a well-judged pass by Paddy Rooney.
John Rooney added another poini. Here a
Jine chance of putting the visitors further in
the lead went abegging. Jimmy Rooney, from
a vigorous dash along the wing, dropped the
leather with characteristic precision in the
vicinity of the parallelogram, but his
colleagues at midfield were well behind. Dr.
Carr set the home forwards going, and Willie
Gallagher was called upon to save a strong
grounder from Bryan Byrne. A “°50”’ taken by
Whelan was saved in the goalmouth, and the
half-time  whistle  found Ballyshannon
pressing.
Half-time score: Ballyshannon 0-3, Kilcar
2
On the resumption Kilcar made plucky
gfforts to level matters up, and, on a couple of
occasions, Brown was called upon to clear.
This reliable back made no mistake either
rime. A Kilcar invasion brought a point from
James Byrne. Ballyshannon again took up the
running and the home defence was severely
rested until Bryan Byrne cleared well into
midfield. Then the play was fairly evenly
civided, and great efforts by the home
Jorwards, of whom the most conspicious were
Dr. Carr and H. O’Gara, were all the time
eld by a strong Ballyshannon defence.
Warkins, who had come on in Sheerin’s place
ortly after the interval, considerably

sirengthened the left wing. A free taken by
Whelan was intercepted by John Rooney who,
Jrom fifteen yards out, shot into goal,
Cunningham having no chance from a
powerful low drive. From the kick-out Kilcar

tried hard to reduce arrears, and Dr. Carr
went well into the visitors defence before the
leather was sent wide. Again Kilcar were
attacking and Dan Byrne fested Willie
Gallagher with a stiff shot from ten yards out.
The custodian picked up on the line, and
cleared amidst great excitement. The
concluding passages were slightly in favour of
Ballyshannon, and just before the whistle
Gillespie was forced to clear from outside the
home goal.
Result: Ballyshannon 1-3, Kilcar (-2.

Teams:

Ballyshannon: Willie Gallagher, B. Whelan
(captain), F. Brown, T. McMullan, Hugh
Gallagher, J. Sheerin, David Higgins, F.
Warnock, John Rooney, P. Rooney, Jimmy
Rooney, Terry McDermott, Pat Cleary.

Kilcar: F. Cunningham, Gillespie, B.
Byrne, McGinley, Hugh Carr, Dan Byrne, P.
McNelis, McGrory, Rafferty, James Byrne,
O’Gara (captain), Dr. Carr, M. Cunningham.

In these first games for the club, Joe
McDevitt did a lot of the refereeing, e.g. the
December 21st game, and according to one
paper report ““Mr. J. McDevitt had charge of
the whistle and acquitted himself in his usual
satisfactory style”’.

But now and again Joe ended up in the
middle of club squabbling, for instance he
refereed the game between Donegal and
Ballyshannon on December 15th, 1924. The
Donegal reporter had the following to say:
““There was a palpable foul by two of the
Ballyshannon players immediately before the
score but the referee apparently didn’t observe
Souls committed by the visitors. He left many
of the spectators present under the impression
that he didn’t understand the G.A.A. rules
. . . Mr. Joseph McDevitt, Kilcar, did not
give satisfaction as a referee’”.

This prompied the Ballyshannon
correspondent to reply in the paper, Friday
Dec, 26th, 1924: “An unfair criticism . . .”".
““Only an identness opponent would dream of
supposing that the referee, Mr. Joe McDevitt,
was partial to any particular team.

Furthermore, criticism like that does nothing
in the furtherance of Irish games. When a
team is beaten they should accept their defeat
in a sporting manner”’.

Because the 1924 League finished so late the
latter stages were to be played in 1925. In the
return match with Ballyshannon in

Ballyshannon in early Aprii a very
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comprehensive report appeared on the game.
Here are some extracts:

Ballyshannon 0-13 Kilcar 0-4

“Days will come and day will go, but the
memory of Sunday’s clash in the South and
South-Western League will linger on in the
memories of many of the hundreds who
shouted themselves hoarse.

““The game and its outcome were the topics
of conversation for some days previous and
the impression seemed to be formed that
Kilcar were going to win.

““With the arrival of the Kilcar team things
got going, the boys certainly looked well and
fit for anything. They were pleased and
confident but not boasting, ‘If we don’t win it
won’t be for the want of trying’.

“Fresh and well and hard as nails they
looked — these hardy sons of homely Kilcar.
Smiling Daniel Byrne, Dr. Carr, Michael
Cunningham, Francis McGinley are so full of
life. They were naturally curious to know how
matters were faring in the Ballyshannon team
but, on the whole I think they felt preity
certain of winning.

““Ballyshannon began the game in such a
cutting style that it looked as if Kilcar would
be totally overwhelmed. Kilcar fielded such a
useful team that surprised all by their gallant
display in the first half.

“If they had played with the same
confidence and dash in the second half the
result might have been different. It takes two
great teams to make a great game and this was
the outcome of this meeting . . . J. McDevitt
refereed . . . Williams tried to score but E.
Gillespie saved a fine shot.

“Kilcar made a good effort to change the
score but Warnock proved a match for the
best of them. Daniel Byrne pressed up again,
passed to Cunningham who sent wide.
Ballyshannon now made an attack on the
Kilcar citadel but M. Carr and J. Byrne were
two good backs. J. Rooney raised the red
flag  for Ballyshannon.

“Kilcar now hustled, F. McGinley put Carr
in range, and the latter drove straight for goal
but J. McDermott rose to the occasion . . .
Williams notched a minor and then a goal.

““Combined action of the Kilcar forwards

was a mendace to the homesters citadel but
T. McDermott saved a beauty of H. O’Gara.
Dr. Carr drove hard on the Ballyshannon
citadel but T. McDermott with lightning-like
rapidity boxed the leather out thus effecting
the outstanding clearance of the day.

B “F. Brown was now conspicious and his

fine play left the Erne boys in close proximity
to the Kilcar goals and a point from Bartley
Loughlin eminated Kilcar made a stupend-ous
effort to dominate the play but
they found the Ballyshannon men straining
every sinew. Half-time score: Ballyshannon 3-
2, Kilcar 0-0.

““A well contested bout of even play now
ensued and J. McGinley put Dr. Carr in
possession. He went at Ballyshannon and
Cunningham raised the red flag. Jubilant on
their success, Kilcar redoubled their efforts
but found the Ballyshannon defence
unbeatable.

“Ballyshannon 3-4, Kilcar I-1.

Ballyshannon: H. Gallagher (capt.), T.
McDermortt (goals), T. McMullen, B.
Whelan, F. Brown, P. Warnock, H. Doherty,
D. Higgins, P. Rooney, J. Rooney, B.
Loughlin, Williams and McDonnell.

Kilcar: E. Gillespie, Dr. Carr (capt.), J.
McGinley, M. Carr, B. Beirn, H. Carr, D.
Byrne, P. Carr, J. Byrne, H. Rafferty, F.
McGinley, H. O’Gara and M. Cunningham.

“The Kilcar players stayed behind that
night in Ballyshannon to attend Eddie Macks
Theatrical Company’s production of “*Mill
To Mansion’ in the Rock Hall. Mr. Mack
promised to go to Kilcar at an early date”’.

In the “Democrat’ of May 8th, 1925, the
following: ‘‘South and South Wesi League
matches have all been played, and the results
are as follows . . .”". Kilcar finished third in
the League having played eight games, won 3,
drew 1, and lost 4. Five teams in all competed
in the league. They were: Kilcar, Ardara,
Ballyshannon, Donegal and Mountcharles.
They lost both games against Ballyshannon,
both documented above™.

The top two teams in the South and South-
Western League were to play off and the
winners were then to meet the Northern
champions, Dunfanaghy, in the
Championship final.

Ballyshannon and Ardara finished first and
second in the league but Kilcar protested.
“Kilcar protested that Ballyshannon and
Ardara be automatically disqualified owing to
their not playing at the correct venue”,
(“‘Democrat’, July 21st, 1925). Both teams
were supposed to have played their game in
Kilcar in the deciding game to see who was to
play Dunfanaghy, but both teams agreed to
play in Mountcharles. The Kilcar protest was
successful and they were to play Dunfanaghy
in the county final in Letterkenny on July
26th, 1925.



: prompted a reporter from

znnon  pennamed  ‘“Assaroe’’ to
owolsh an attack both belittling and scatching
Kilcar club and its delegates to the
=zl County Executive.

Toe following are extracts from the reply by
Zoe McDevitt in the next week’s ‘“‘Democrat”
Tuiy [7th, 1925) to that attack through which
czr Ballyshannon reporter was found more an
‘435" than a “‘Roe”’.

"It can hardly be doubted that I am the
zemzieman from Kilcar’ to whom Assaroe
~zr=. [ do not wish fo enter into a newspaper
comiroversy with anyone, much less with one
woo until recently I believe was an ardent
rer of the G.A.A. But “‘Assaroe’s”
contribution to your journal forces me
vindicate myself first of all as I was openly
' birrerly attacked and next my comrades of
the Tirconnel County Board G.A.A. Assaroe
srzres thar I “*bribed’ and shrewdly he puts

bribed” in inverted commas, delegates to
vore for Kilcar as a venue for the final for the

wrh and South West League. Poor Assaroe!
I don’t know if he is a Tirconnel man or not
bwr I do know that he is as ignorant of the
mevchology and sense of honour-of the men of
Tirconaill as he is of the rules and regulations
of the G.A.A.”"

Mr. McDevitt then went on to explain how
meeting of the County Board, Kilcar was

cnosen by a clear majority to be the venue for’

-

the match for the final between Ardara and
Ballyshannon.

Ballyshannon and Ardara had also been
proposed as venues but the majority of
delegates voted to play the neutral venue. He
explains how Ballyshannon and Ardara teams
ignored the decision of the executive and took
Mountcharles as an alternative venue despite
his warning to lodge a protest. He goes on: ‘I
proposed that the two teams be suspended,
not because I wanted Kilcar to get the league
medals (for we are not accepting them), but
because I did not want to see irregularity and
anarchy taking the place of regularity and
order. . .

“There are no pawn shops in Kilcar of
course, or no “‘cheap medals™ exhibited for
sale. If there were we would not attach so
much importance to them as some people
apparently do. We never looked for trophies.
We turned up for fixtures often with inferior
teams than with our real team and were
prepared to win or lose. The medals for the
South and South-West League we will not
accept. We do not want any trophies which we
did not win on the field, We were the third
team in the league surely but if we could chose
to wait until Kilcar men — teachers and
students — were available I have no hesitation
in saying that the probability is we would have
as good a chance of heading the league os
Ballyshannon or Ardara’”’.

—Joe McDevitt, Kilcar.

ST CARTHA'S GUILDS 1925'26. Front row, I. to r.: John P. Campbell, Johnny McGinley, Dan Byrne,

Jimmy Raughter, Hughie Rafferty. Middle row: Hughie Carr, Columba Carr, Brian Byrne, Hugh Tim O"Gara.
Sack row: Leo Murray, Joachim Murray, Hughie Gillespie, Francie McGinley, James Byrne (Umeascan),

Zodie McGinley, Paddy ‘Tim’ O'Gara, Joe McDevitt.
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Joe McDevitt lodged the protest as it was
his duty as referee of that league final in
Mountcharles on 28th June, 1925,

Kilcar travelled to Letterkenny to play
Dunfanaghy but they failed to turn up, so
Kilcar played a Letterkenny selection instead
who were fairly strong at the time. This is
Mick Carr’s account of the game:

“We went to the game on Paddy Tim
O’Gara’s (Bradley’s) lorry and played them
Just outside the town. Joe McDevitt was
referece. He noticed that after a while there
seemed to be a lot of players on the field and
on counting discovered that Letterkenny had
fifteen (only 13-a-side at the time). We beat
them anyway. This was my last game in

-

. E E L
TRAINING SESSION IN UMISKIN 1927. Front row, 1. to r.: Eddie Boyle (Cashlings), Peter Carr (Drimreagh),

Ireland. I emigrated on the 26th of September
1925 (Mick Carr).

The team that lined out in the final was: Jim
Toland, Johnny McGinley, Frank McGinley,
Joseph McGinley, Eddie Gillespie, Brian
Byrne, Mick Carr, Dan Byrne, Bernard

Byrne, Phil McNelis, Michael W.
Cunningham, Garda McGroarty, Hugh
O’Gara,

Many of this team have gone to their eternal
reward, including Mick Carr, who supplied
the above information.

These were the pioneers, the first men from
the parish to put the name of Kilcar G.A.A.
on the ‘map’.

And this is a picture taken in Umiskin after a
training session during 1927.

AR ke

Hugh Rafferty (Drimreagh), John P. Campbell (Castlecarn), James P. McGinley (Umeascan). Middle row:
Hughie ‘Tim" O'Gara (Castlecarn), Hughie Carr (Drimreagh), Francy McNuity (Cashlings), Paddy McGinley
(Umeascan), Dr. Frank Gallagher (Kilcar). Back row: Paddy O'Gara (Castlecarn, spectator), Dan Byrne
{Doonin), Michael O'Donnell (Kilcar, spectator), James Byrne (Churchtown, spectator), Con McNelis {Cnoc
Cartha), John Diver (Cashe!, spectator), Hughie Gillespie (Umeascan), Paddy Haughey (Srath Na Diaga,
spectator), Joe Carr (Coguish), Francy Carr (Drimreagh), Mich (Hanna) Carr (Kilcar, spectator), Joe

McGinley (Umeascan), Jimmy O’Donnell (Churchtown,

Other important matters during 1925 which
affected the club included the following:

G.A.A. CONVENTION 1925

Held in Mountcharles on January 6th, on
the hurling selection committee was Mr. C.
Carr, Kilcar, and on the football selectors was

%/Ir. James Murray (Kilcar).

spectator), Barney Carr (Kilcar, spectator).

14th JUNE, 1925

Donegal played Fermanagh in the first
round of the Ulster Championship. Playing at
midfield for Donegal was Dan Byrne (Kilcar),

and on the subs were F, McGroarty and M.
Carr (Kilcar).



10th JANUARY, 1925

At a meeting of the South and South-
Western League, Joe McDevit was vice-
president and James Murray and Dan Byrne
delegates.

Failure to travel for games and to get byes
were condemned and Joe McDevitt said
‘Rarher than disappoint Ballyshannon,
Kilcar travelled that day although five of their
orincipal players were missing. Teams that
have no intention of travelling should not
have come into the league”.

Mr. Woods, the Ballyshannon delegate,
stated that it had cost £12 for car hire to
Kilcar. Again at the meeting Mr. McDevitt
answered the criticisms of the Donegal
correspondent  who had  criticised  his
~efereeing between Donegal and
Ballyshannon.

He stated: “‘In the present league he
-efereed all the matches apart from two as
vell as most of the friendlies in and around
Kilcar and visiting teams coming to Kilcar
asked him to referee their matches. Regarding
ais knowledge of the Gaelic games he was one
of the first men in Donegal affiliated to the
5.ALA. in St. Columba’s College, Derry.
Subsequently he studied football in Croke

Park
ar

As president of St. Enda’s College (Dublin)
a2 played and refereed matches as he also did
1 the West of Ireland. So he thought he knew
the rules of Gaelic better than the Donegal
correspondent . . . He felt that the proper
place for complaints was at the County Board
and not through the press . . . He hoped that
all matches would be played in the same
sporting manner as Kilcar in Ballyshannon
and Ballyshannon and Kilcar in Kilcar”. A
vote of thanks was then passed on to the vice-
chairman.

DISTRICT LEAGUE MEETING
Ist FEBRUARY IN
MOUNTCHARLES

Delegates came from every club in the
county apart from Glenties. From Kilcar the
delegates were J. McDevitt and D, Byrne. It
was proposed by Mr. McDermott
(Ballyshannon) and seconded by J. McDevitt,
that Glenties be expelled from the league and
that they be compelled to defray the travelling
zxpenses of Ardara and Kilcar who travelled
there in the league. Mr. S. Cassidy, speaking
on behalf of the Ardara side were willing to
pay half the expenses of the Kilcar team who
rravelled to Ardara but owing to the

deplorable state of the field the match was to
be abandoned. Mr. McDevitt thanked the
Ardara team and said the money was very
essential as their funds were very low at
present . . .”’. Mr. McDevitt pointed out that
it was the duty of teachers, especially in
County Donegal, to get football and hurling
into the schools and to encourage these games
as much as it was in their power. He also
suggests that parish leagues be started for the
juniors. He would like to see the Irish
language more generally used in connection
with Gaelic and hurling games. The names of
players and short phrases should be
committed to memory and used by players
during the game.

Lent, he said, would be an ideal time to use
these phrases and expressions practising at the
same time a little self-denial and self-restraint!
More attention should be given to the social
side of the movement, he added. He would
like to see concerts and Irish dancing
organised the nights of Gaelic and hurling
matches. These social functions where Gaels
could assemble when the outdoor amusements
were over would do much to promote that
spirit of friendship and harmony.

Emigration was once again the big problem
and it decimated many fine teams for the next
six years (e.g. the departures of Mick Carr,
Hugh Byrne, etc.). It was heartbreaking for
the organisers to see teams that they had
painstakingly nurtured disintegrating
overnight. It was usually the finest of boys
and the young men and those with the
“‘greatest push’’ who went away.

At this stage the college boys had a great
affect on football activity locally when they
returned on holidays. J. McDevitt, in reply to
‘Assaroe’ stating that when the team went to
Ballyshannon five were away in college. The
1925 team who won the Championship for
instance had three who later went on to be
doctors or dentists, a few national teachers,
and two clerical students. This continued
down through the years and important games
were often called off until the college boys
came home.

Kilcar carried on playing in the South and
South-Western League in ’25, ’26 and "27.

Then, in 1927, disaster struck. The Kilcar
team went to play Dunkineely in Dunkineely
and of course all the players were still wearing
steel-capped boots. James Raughter died from
an injury received in this game.

“James Raughter, aged 20, son of Mr.
Thomas Raughter, farmer, Curris, necig



Kilcar, succumbed in the District Hospital on
Saturday due to the internal injuries he
sustained during a football match between
teams from Kilcar and Dunkineely at the
latter’s venue on Thursday last. Deceased and
two others were endeavouring to attain the
ball came into violent collision. He having
received a kick in the abdomen, an operation
was performed on Friday in an effort to save
his life, but his recovery from the beginning
was extremely doubiful. Another player,
Francis Haughey, Meenachannon, Kilcar,
received a fractured leg. With the parents and
Jamily of young Raughter, there is deepest
sympathy on their tragic bereavement”’,
(‘Donegal Democrat’, June 25th, 1927).

Because of this incident many parents
would not allow their sons to play football
and so there seemed to be a lull in Gaelic
football between the years 1927-°30 in the
parish.

In 1930 a Fr. Griffith was appointed curate
in Carrick. He was a man of great energy and
organisational ability who went around on
horseback. He soon realised that the biggest
drawback to the progress of football in the

area was the lack of regular competition with
a real bite. Periodic challenge games he felt

MEENANEARY SLIABH LIAG CUP TEAM. Front row,

were of little use. So after a number ot
meetings a properly organised competition
was established for the parishes of Kilcar and
Glencolmcille. There were six teams
altogether: Kilcar Parish: Up the Glen; Kilcar
Town. Glencolmcille Parish: Carrick,
Meenaneary, Meenacross, Malin.

The Slieve League Cup in the eyes of
gveryone was as important as the Sam
Maguire. The name for the cup was well
chosen as Slieve League with its 1972 feet
towers above both parishes. Any of the old
men [ talked to about the Slieve Cup talked
with great fervour and pride about the
competition. Indeed, Mick Carr had this to
say following a trip to Ireland:

“T came home on September 31st -after the
Wall Street crash. There were very bad times
inthe U.S.A. then. I got laid off so I booked a
passage for Eire. They had great teams in the
Slieve League Cup games, and it was all new
blood. J. P. McGinley at his best was a treat
to waich™.

John McCauley remembers that all teams
travelled by lorry.

I. to r.: Phil McNelis (Straleel), John Carr

(Meenacharvey). Middle row: ?7, Danny Ward (Carrick), Peter McGinley (Meenacharvey), James Byrne
(Straleel), John Browne (Carrick), Michael O'Donnell (Meenaneary), Larry Boylan (Carrick). Back row: Tim
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MecGinley (Meenacharvey), Dan Gillespie (Meenacross), Francis Cannon (Meenacross).



lot of local competitions, because
= proximity of teams to each other

£ W Lot of internal squabbles and over
= w0 vears that the competition was played
© wzs rumned by many arguments. Up the Glen
. = competition in 1931. They wore a
zr==m 2nd white rig. The final was played in

Kilcar Town won although Up the
ulled out because of an argument.
blue and gold for the competition.
ve League Cup in its short history
he parish.

leve League Cup took up the years
1931 and 1932.

“wzmes of the great players who took part in
ompetition and played in that era were:
TET ““Goalie’” Haughey, James P.
fic lev  (Umiskin), Peter Hegarty
_rowkeragh), James O’Donnell (Ballymoon)
w00 was later drowned while attempting to

B

3]

rescue a child in the Thames), Pat Gillespie
(Cashlings), Paddy Hegarty (Shawley), -
killed in a cycling accident; Hugh Rafferty
(Drimreagh), John Browne (Carrick), Phil
McNelis  (Straleel), Hugh O’Donnell
(Meenaneary), Dan Gillespie (Meenacross),
Leo McGinley (Umiskin), and many others.

Because Kilcar had no parish teams during
those years one or two players played for
neighbouring parishes. For instance on the
Ardara team who played Bundoran in the
Democrat Cup semi-final in October of ’31
was S. McGinley. “McGinley, who was
making his first appearance in a semi-final,
worked hard and deserved the honour of
scoring the only major of the match when well
cornered, it came just ten minutes before the
end of the match which put renewed spirit in
his team”’. Ardara 1-4, Bundoran 0-4.

In the final against Dungloe Ardara won by
0-6 to 0-4 with McGinley playing well and
‘opened up bouts of nice play’.

i A

SLEN ROVERS 1931 ON UMEASCAN HOLMES. Front row, L. to r.: Francy McNulty (Cashlings), James P.
McGinley (Umeascan), William McGinley (Umeascan). Middle row: Eddie Boyle (Cashlings_}. John P.
Campbell (Castlecarn), James O’Donnell (Ballymoon), Pat Gillespie (Cashlings), Hughie Tim O'Garﬁ
Castlecarn), Frank McGinley (Umeascan). Back row: Peter Carr (Drimreagh), Paddy O'Gara “Bradley
Castlecarn), Peter Cunningham (Drimreagh), Paddy Diver (Shannagh), Francie “Wee Goalie” Haughey
Umeascan), Paddy McGinley (Umeascan), Francy Carr (Drimreagh).

Iz 1933 the Kilcar team combined with a
‘== Glen players, notably John Browne
Czrmick), and entered the Democrat Cup for
‘o= first time. For nearly forty years the
=mocrat Cup was to be the second most
igious trophy in Donegal (the
B ionship being first). The Cup was
~izved for on an all-county basis. Whichever
~wo teams finished top of their league played

off in the final.

At their first attempt in that same year
Kilcar brought the Democrat Cup home,
defeating Gweedore on a score of 4-2 to 2-4.

The match was played in Dungloe and John
McCauley remembers as a young boy waiting
at Lily O’Gara’s for the team to come home
(transport short). Then a car came into the
town with McCavitt and McElinney in i2t1.



Brian spoke in Irish and said ‘“Nior fhan muid
do deireadh an chluiche ach bhi siad ag baint
le dha phoinnte nuair a d’fhag muid”’.

Then Hugh O’Gara arrived back with his
car. Then the lorry carrying the team and a
small cavalcade took the triumphant team
back to the town. They all went down to
Carr’s lounge to celebrate with all the players
carrying their rigs with them. The stars of that
day were Frank McBrearty, Paddy Hegarty,
J. P. McGinley, Leo McGinley, Jim Dorrian.

Gweedore had five county and one Ulster
player at the time. Kilcar had a fantastic half
back trio of Hughie Rafferty, Pat Gillespie
and James O’Donnell. Pat Gillespie marked
the Ulster player, Owenie McFadden, with
great success.

The Kilcar panel in the final in 1933 was the
following: Patrick Hegarty (Shalvey), Eugene
Hegarty (do.), Francis O’Bryne (Bavin and
N.Y.), J. P. McGinley (Umiscan), Patrick
McGinley (do., and Dublin), Francis McNulty

(Cashlings), James Gillespie (do. and
England), Pat Gillespie (do.), Hugh Rafferty
(Drimreagh) — a connecting link with the *24
team, Larry Boylan (O.S., then stationed in
Carrick), - Sean G’Cinneide (then principal
Larrynysceragh N.S.), James O’Donnell
(Ballymoon), Francis Haughey (Umiscan),
Frank McGinley (Meenaneary), Frank
McBrearty (Curris), Lieo McGinley
(Umiscan), J. Dorrian.

As well as this final victory Kilcar G.A.A.
had a very eventful and busy year in 1933,
with two players on the county team. They
were a force to be reckoned with. The
following are reports of some of their games.

SAT. JUNE 3rd, 1933;

“At Dungloe on Sunday last a selection
from South West Donegal: Ardara, Kilcar,
Glen, Carrick and Killybegs, met a selection
JSfrom West Donegal — Gweedore, Dungloe

Pictured are: Standing (left to

rightl: John McDermott (Ballyshannon, deceased), Owen McFadden (Gweedore, deceased), John
Brown (Carrick), Joe Lawn (Donegal Town), Bernard O’'Donnell (Dungloe), Jim McEnhill (Donegal Town,
deceased), Neil McGee (Falcarragh), Teague Diver (Gweedore, deceased). Seated (from left): Dessie
Sweeney (Dungloe, deceased), Tom Diver (Gweedore), James McGinley (Kilcar), John Gallinagh
{Ballyshannon, deceased), Pat McManus (Bundoran, deceased), Terry McDermott (Ballyshannon), Tom
Gallagher (Killybegs, deceased), John O’Donnell (Dungloe, deceased). Front (from left): Peter Clancy

(Bundoran) and Kevin Sweeney (Dungloe).



oms Foicorragh, in football, There was a big
soemcznce of spectators. The match was
owzed by the Donegal G.A.A. Board to
e seiectors, Mr. C. Daly, Bundoran, Mr.
Sexw Cassidy, Ardara, Joe Maguire,
Sumzoran, and T. Gallagher, Dungloe, to
muow meavers for the county team.
= S.W. started the better side and after
minutes play P. McNelis scored a point.
5. MCoNels raised a white flag once more for
5.0 and a few minutes had elapsed when
“ezoriy (Kilcar) gave them the lead, to be
Soiowed by stll another one by McNulty
Comick).  The South Westerners were
srominent all the time despite the fine efforts
o Joan O’Donnell, Tom Gallagher scored a
ot for the S.W. before McNulty (Kilcar)
esponded with a point by the S.W. Tom
Gollagher of Ardara was one of a few
cursianding for the S. W.
Final score: S.W. 0-14, W. 0-7.

_ S

1933 — JUNE 12th:

Donegal defeat Cavan in Championship.
Om the team was John Brown and J. P,
McGinley.

“Cavan pressed vigorously but McGinley
Kilcar) on this, as other occasions during the
zame, proved (oo much for them and
crovided the opportunity for Clancy to score
g minor..”’

“John Brown, another man who gave a
sood account of himself, passed to Tom
Gallagher. . .”

“Brown followed with a goal to leave the
score: Donegal 15 pts., Cavan 8 pts.”’

SUNDAY, JULY 9th, 1933

. . gives the league positions as follows:

Ardara 7 pis.
Kilcar 6 pls.
Glen 5 pis.
Killybegs 2 pis.

Second round Democrat Cup South West
division: Killybegs v. Kilcar, in Kilcar.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12th, 1933:

“All the roads led to Kilcar on Sunday last
when Ardara met Kilcar on Towney Strand
or the last match in the second round of the
County Championship. Despite the inclement
weather conditions prevailing there was an
enormous attendance of enthusiastic
spectators present and all the adjoining
parishes sent their quotas. Owing (o the

weather conditions the game wasn’t as keenly
contested as expected. Ardara, having won
the toss, had the advantage of a strong S. W.
breeze. Kiilcar scored a goal before the turn-
over. Kilcar shone tactfully throughout the
second half though in the final stages Ardara
rallied and came into the reckoning. Final
score: Ardara 1-3, Kilcar 3-5. They will meet
again on August 20th at Straleel. Come on ye
Gaels and witness for regret will be yours to
miss on the 20th of August at dear old Straleel
when the boys from the glens and the
mountains will clash above the field. The folk
of the airy mountains are confident of success
but young Gaels from the rushy glen say
victory they possess.”’

AUGUST 13, 1933:

“Donegal has again secured the honours of
the Ulster Championship”’.

Again Brown and McGinley represented
Kilcar, both giving good service in defence.
Donegal ran out winners by 3-7 to 1-3 against
Derry.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 1933:

At a meeting to gather funds to cover the
very heavy expenses to field the county team
in Croke Park on September 3rd in the semi-
final of the Junior All-Ireland. Contributions
were accepted by Sean Kennedy, N.T.,
Carrick, secretary S.W. Division, and Hugh
Hegarty, N.T., chairman, S.W. Division.

SAT., SEPT. 3rd, 1933:

Winning teams in the County
Championships in the four divisions are:
Dungloe, Kilcar, Fanad and Bundoran. Semi-
finals for Ballybofey, Sept. 10, are Fanad v.
Bundoran and Dungloe v. Kilcar at Ardara.
Ref. Mr. Charles McDyre, Glenties. Kilcar
went on to win against Dungloe.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 17th, 1933:

Seven-a-side Championships were all the go
at this stage. ‘“7-a-side football tournament
held on Sunday at Maguire’s pitch, Killybegs:
Kilear v. Glenties; Kilcar ‘1° v. Kilcar ‘2’.

Report: Kilcar v. Glenties: Kilcar did most
of the attacking. J. P. McGinley, Kilcar, was
injured and refused to continue to play. Kilcar
being the superior team throughout, had
seven points to their credit when the interval
whistle blew. 23



9th SEPTEMBER, 1933:

Record Crowds At Croke Park
Splendid Victory For Donegal v. Cork

Most of the supporters from this end went
to Dublin via G.N.R. from Strabane. On the

team that day was J. P. McGinley and J.
Browne,

OCTOBER 14th, 1933:

“Mayo defeat Donegal by 2-15 to 2-2 to
take the Junior Home Final. For half an hour
Donegal offered stiff opposition to Mayo,
aided by a stiff breeze”. ‘‘With the score 1-1
to 0-2, Mayo scored a point but Browne
replied”’.

Again J. P. McGinley and J. Browne
played for Donegal — our first representatives
in an All-Ireland final.

1934

Again in this year we had the usual mixture
of club and county games.

MARCH 3rd, 1934:

Killybegs v. Kilcar:

“There was a splendid attendance of
enthusiastic spectators despite the somewhat
inclement weather conditions at Maguire
Park, Killybegs, when Kilcar met a local
selection. Killybegs emerged winners by 9 pis.
to 4 pis.

24

L A R

A Vviawro the pitch and crowd at §

C. McGuinness scored a major for
Killybegs. Kilcar retaliated vigorously for
McBrearty to raise the white flag. Shortly
afterwards they obtained a well-merited point
per E. Hegarty. Leslie then shot a well-
balanced point for Killybegs. Kilcar, with
another sprightly manouevre, scored another
point.

Kilcar extended the Killybegs rearguard
strenously who were at this stage the centre of
attraction frustrating numerous strenuous
attacks. The home forwards now sprinted
towards the Kilcar citadel, scored a point
through Leslie. Leslie, Gallagher and M.
Gillespie now scored points for Killybegs.
Kilcar now went all out to reduce arrears and
delivered fierce onslaughts but failed to pierce
a staunch defence.

SUNDAY, APRIL 2nd, 1934:

Kilcar were at home for the first round of
the County Championship on Sunday. Ideal
conditions prevailed and a large attendance
was present to witness an exciting game
between Kilcar and Glen. Kilcar A.O.H. band
was in attendance and entertained the crowd
with a selection of Irish airs.

Glen won the toss and elected to play with a
slight breeze and as a result the most of the
play in the first half was confined to the
homesters territory. Half-time: Glen 0-5,
Kilcar 0-2. Kilcar turned on the style after the
resumption to run out comfortable winners by
a 3 points margin, 0-9 to 0-6.

raleel in the Forties



SUNEDAY, AN 7th, 1934:

mer-omeney football at Carrick: Donegal
“emamzzs. On Sunday last, a very large
=2 the inter-county football
Donegal and Fermanagh at
w  “wzrick. The only access to the venue
¢ me—ow bv-road with a bad surface and
%° e o rained on Saturday night and
il mai-day on Sunday the surface was

@ & e socden condition. On account of the
e mummer of vehicles conveying people to
© mmwos == zlso the condition of the roads
“woewass w=TTic was by no means practical.
T meml Gaslic football club are grateful to
! wom Cardai, acting Sergeant M. E.
2z efficient, impartial manner

m wimc® be supervised the

traffic
Were it not for his practical
= patrons would have to had to
icles in the village, one mile
== venue. A field close to the

was used as an improvised

ETEDEEE Fermanagh: Donegal lost to
pes mefore a crowd of 3,000 at Carrick

traleel.

* sunshine favoured the match,
wzz ooz of the best ever seen in
“r zbsence of rough play was a
©° ==z zame. Prior to the match both
I =22zl by the Kilcar pipe band,
et romad the field.
“ermaszzn pointed per Barron but a good
movs o WizDonnell and McGinley was upset

by T. McDonnell at midfield. Half-time:
Fermanagh 2-3, Donegal 0-0.

Early in the second moiety Donegal
registered their first point per McGinley.
Donegal tried hard to reduce the lead and had
another minor per McGinley. Hugh Gallagher
scored a goal with a well-directed shot.

Donegal: J: McEnhill, P. McManus, Joe
Lawn, Denis E. Gallagher, T. Diver,
McGowan, J. Browne, McGee, J. O’Donnell,
H. Gallagher, O. McFadden, J. P. McGinley,
Kevin Sweeney, J. McDermott, P. Clancy.

““The outstanding players on Sunday were
McManus, McDermott, McGinley and
Brown”’.

‘. . . It was the greatest hosting of Gaels
ever seen in this part of the country” —
Michael O’Donnell remembers people

walking barefooted to this game. He, with
seven other children, only had a 4d between
them to buv sweets.

The parade of the teams in Straleel.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18th, 1934:

Ulster Junior football final: Donegal defeat
Down in Bundoran. On the team was Michael
O’Donnell and Michael Cannon.

SUNDAY, 30th OCTOBER, 1934:

Ardara Annual G.A.A. Tournament:
Ardara and Kilcar qualified for the final and a
thrilling encounter was the result. From the
start Kilcar were sprightly and only brilliant
play by O’Donnell, Maxwell, Gallagher and
Boyle kept things scoreless. A Kilcar offensive
combination resulted in a point, which was
followed by another. Campbell scored a
beauty of a goal for Ardara. Kilcar were not
to be denied and quickly levelled with a point
by McGinley. McGinley was reaching the high
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heights while Maxwell and O’Donnell played
well for Ardara. A rather easy goal dimmed
Kilcar’s hopes of success. Play continued to
be robust. Ardara emerged victorious by 0-6
to 0-3.

Maxwell was best on the field while
Gallagher and Boyle should walk onto the
county team. For Kilcar, J. P. McGinley was
his cool, confident self and lost none of his
wizardry.

SUNDAY, NOV. 4th, 1934:

Semi-final S.W. Division of Democrat Cup:
Ardara 4-1, Kilcar 2-4.

1935

1935 was another great year for Kilcar in
that they won the Democrat Cup for the
second time,

SAT. FEBRUARY 16th, 1935:

“Elaborate preparations are being
conducted at the Kilcar football grounds for
the big G.A.A. match between Donegal and
Armagh on Sunday, February 24th”’. No
. subsequent report on this game.

SUNDAY, MARCH 10th, 1935;

Kilcar v. Owentocker at Towney Park
before a big crowd. Both teams lined out as
planned. McGinley, Rafferty, Gillespie,
Dorrian, Hegarty, Dorrian, McGinley,
O’Donnell, McBrearty, Gavigan, Dorrian,
Gallagher. A feature of the hour was the way
that Boyce dominated McGinley, the
homesters star plﬁyer. Full-time saw Owen-
tocker in front and deservedly so, 0-8 to 0-3.

SUNDAY, JUNE 16th, 1935:

Owentocker v. Kilcar. In the Dr. Maguire Cup
the above teams met at Glenties under Mr.
Leo Murray, Ardara. Kilcar won 0-10 to 0-6.

SUNDAY, JULY 28th, 1935:

Bundoran defeated Kilcar in the semi-final
of the Dr. Maguire Cup in Bundoran.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3rd, 1935:

“Annual 7-a-side tournament at Kilcar. A
gé’ean contest. Home side victorious’’.

KILCAR SPORTS:

Annual tournament. Supporters came from
Bruckless, Killybegs, Ardara and
Glencolmcille, as well as Jrom Kilcar.

In the hands of Hugh Hegarty, N.T.,
chairman of the S.W. Division, the events of
the day were run off with efficiency and
despatch.

Five teams entered: Killybegs, Bruckless,
Carrick, Kilcar, Ballydubh. Results: Killybegs
3-3, Carrick 0-4; Kilcar 3-3, Ballydubh 0-3.

In the final Kilcar played Bruckless. The
Sfeature of this game was the perfect
understanding of the Kilcar forwards. The
game was the best of the day. Half-time:
Bruckless 0-4, Kilcar 0-1.

Kilcar improved after the interval and
attacked fiercly. Bruckless fought valiantly
but to no avail. J. P. McGinley, Kilcar’s star
player, and the best forward in the county,
raised the white flag twice in succession to see
his team to the tournament victory.

Winning team: J. P. McGinley, H.
Gillespie, J. P. Gillespie, F. Byrne, H.
Rafferty, H. McNulty and E. Cannon.

The team were presented with a fine set of
silver medals.

Also in 1935, as already stated, Kilcar
defeated Donegal Town in the Democrat Cup
final. There are differences of opinion as to
the score in the final The Democrat states that
it was Kilcar 23 pts., Donegal 7 pts., while the
county final records by Fr. Sean Gallagher
states that the score was: Kilcar 3-4, Donegal
0-1.

Anyway, the Kilcar team won well. The
team on duty that day was: Alphonsus Ward,
N.T., (Carrick), Hugh Rafferty (Drimreagh),
Patrick Gillespie (Cashlings), Sean Dorrian
(do.), Francis McNulty (do.), James P.
McGinley (Umiscan), Peter Hegarty
(Crowkeeragh and U.S.A.), Eugene Hegarty
(Shalway - deceased); Michael O’Donneil
(Meenaneary), Francis O’Byrne (Bavin and
U.5.A.), James Gillespie (Cashlings and

England), Edward Cannon, 0.S.,
(Dunfanaghy), P. McGinley and L.
McGinley.

1936

This was a very busy year for the Kilcar
G.A.A. Apart from the annual undertakings
of the football and camogie teams, inter-
county provincial hurling came to Towney
with Donegal meeting Armagh.
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APRIL 20th, 1936:

Donegal G.A.A. County Board Meeting.

Hurling Grant: Mr. Hugh Hegarty, a Kilcar
delegate, asked of there was any possiblity of
getting a hurling grant for the county. Bro.
Lucius said it was the same as last year — a
£100 for Ulster — and Donegal would get one-
ninth to buy hurleys.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24th, 1936:

Ulster Junior Football Championship semi-
final: Cavan 5-4, Donegal 3-4.

“Donegal were the first to score with Leo
MecGinley sending over a nice free against the
breeze. J. Bradley then scored. Gough and
Gillespie were playing well for Donegal with

‘some fine high catching by J. P. McGinley

(captain), and A. O’Gorman.

Cavan didn’t score for 20 minutes due to
the great work of G. McGill, H. O’Donnell,
T. Boyle, J. Gallagher. Donal Brady got
Cavan’s first score — a goal. Half-time:
Cavan 3-0, Donegal 0-2.

On resumption Donegal aitacked and
scored through L. McGinley. Brady replied
with a goal. Donegal rallied in great style.
Bradley scored a point, and the same player
after a fine solo run passed to J. P. McGinley
who sent a low ground shot to the net. Next
McGill shot to the net with the Cavan defence
beaten and O’Gorman (man of the match)
added the third. In the final five minutes the
Cavan goalie had to pull off a fantastic save to .
deny the unlucky J. P. McGinley.”’

MAY 3rd, 1936:

Mrs. F. G. Fagin, captain of the Killybegs
camogie team, sustained facial injuries at a
game in Towney, Kilcar, on Sunday.

SUNDAY, MAY 24th, 1936:

Kilcar and Killybegs met at Towney Strand,
Kilcar, on Ascension Thursday in a replay of
the Dr. Maguire Cup tie. In the first half
Killybegs led by 0-4 to 0-0. On the
resumption, Kilcar asserted their authority
and won easily by 1-8 to 0-4. Kilcar were
without McGinley, Browne, Rafferty and
Byrne.

SUNDAY, JUNE 11th:

Killybegs weren’t in it when they met Kilcar
on Corpus Christi at Island Park, Killybegs,
in the second round of the senior County

Championship. Kilcar were the winning tear%



Jfrom the throw-in to the final whistle, and
apart from an occasional flash in the pan
Killybegs were playing well below their usual
high standard. The Kilcar team was: C,
Gallagher, S, O Domhaill, P. O Baoill, S. O
Gara, A. O Baoill, A. O Beirne, P. O
Dochartaigh, S. O Dorrian, P. Mac Giolla
Easbuig, L. Mac Fhionaille, C. O hEiretaigh,
S. D.O Domhnaill, S. Mac Briartaigh, S. O
Baoill. Half-time score: Kilcar 2-7, Killybegs
0-0. Final score: Kilcar 3-7, Killybegs 0-4.

Scorers: L. McGinley (1-3), O’Donnell,
McBrearty, Boyle.

SUNDAY, JUNE 14th, 1936:

Challenge: Kilcar v. South Donegal.

Before the game both teams paraded the
field behind the Kilcar A.O.H. band after
which the band played the National Anthem,
teams and spectators standing rigidly to
attention. South Donegal won the toss and
played with the breeze. Cassidy scored the
Jirst point for South Donegal and McGinley
Jor Kilcar equalised. A series of points were
then scored by both sides. Half-time: South
Donegal I-3, Kilcar 0-5.

On the resumption, with the breeze Kilcar
had it all their own way and but for a sound
defence by South Donegal Kilcar would have
put up a cricket score. Final score: Kilcar 2-5,
South Donegal 1-3. Kilcar scorers: J. P.
McGinley, J. McGinley and O’Donnell. South
Donegal scorers: J. Cassidy, J. Breslin and L.
Sweeney.

A great day’s sport concluded at 9.00 p.m.
when the prizes were presented by the Rev. D.
Gibbons, C.C., Drimarone. This game was
played at Mountcharles sports.

SUNDAY, JULY 12th, 1936:

Dungloe travelled to Kilcar on Sunday to
meet Kilcar in a challenge match at Towney
Strand. The issue was hotly contested
throughout with the homesters lucky to force
a draw. Dungloe 0-5, Kilcar 0-5.

JULY 25th, 1936:

Kilcar v. Killybegs. Final of 7-a-side in
Killybegs.

The home team had the balance of
exchanges in their favour and were unlucky to
lose. Tom Brosnan frustrated a dangerous
Kilcar move and with a long kick dispatched
McBrearty on a sprightly manouvre which
resulted in the latter player positioning nicely
for Pat Guigan to score a point. Kilcar then
m _

became the more aggressive side but the home
rearguard cleared their lines admirably.

Andrew Martin sent D. Callaghan careering
goalwards who after eluding several
opponents sent over a minor for the seasiders.
After a few minutes a chance came Kilcar’s
way but O’Donnell sent narrowly wide. Half-
time: Killybegs 0-2, Kilcar 0-0.

Killybegs continued in the ascendancy and
after a cleverly combined passage the
Killybegs vanguard penetrated the Kilcar
defence. P. Feenan rushed through and
converted a point.

Kilear now gave off the pressure and J.
O’Donnell initiated a move which was carried
on by L. McGinley who soloed through and
registered Kilcar’s first major, thereby putting
his side on terms of equality. Killybegs again
attacked and danger hovered round the Kilcar
sticks. P. Guigan scored a minor. The
homesters now relaxed their grip on the game
and Kilcar were quick to take advantage and
Eugene Hegarty on a sudden breakaway beat
the home defence and scored the winning
goal. Final score: Killybegs 0-4, Kilcar 2-0.

Quistanding for Killybegs: P. Guigan, D.
Callaghan, A. Martin and J. McGuinness.
For Kilcar: E. Hegarty, J. O’Donnell and L.
McGinley.

Winning team: E. Hegarty, J. Dorrian, L.
McGinley, F. Byrne, W. Cunningham, J.
O’Donnell, P. Gillespie.

The winners were presented with a set of
silver medals,

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13th, 1936:

Glen Sports: Glen v. Kilcar.

Although the pitch was in a poor condition
both teams put on a good display. Kilcar drew
Jirst blood when L. McGinley scored a nice
point and a free enabled Hegarty to centre to
McBrearty who sent over for a second point.
On the kickout Mcllroy passed to John
Hyland who raised the red flag. Half-time:
Glen 1-0, Kilcar 0-2.

On the resumption, McBrearty centred to

.McGinley who beat the goalie and then J.

O’Boyle scored a lovely point which was
quickly followed by another from H.
O’Boyle.

A 50° for Kilcar enabled Hegarty to send to
McBrearty who centred to McGinley who
raised the red flag. A free for Glen enabled
Sergeant Kennedy to send over the bar. Before
the final whistle Glen reduced the lead by
another point from F. O’Donnell.

Kilcar 2-2, Glen 1-1.



SUNDAY, AUGUST 16th, 1936:

Ardara ‘A’ v. Kilcar. 7-a-side

Perhaps the most thrilling encounter of the
competition. Both teams gave a sparkling
exhibition. Ardara combined better than
Kilcar who were unfortunate to lose Gavigan
after only five minutes.

Result: Ardara ‘A’ 3-3, Kilcar 1-1.

Ardara scorers: McGinley, Gallagher and
McHugh. Kilcar scorers: Dorrian and
Hegarty.

OCTOBER 10th, 1936:

2,000 see game.

“Before a crowd of 2,000 people, Donegal
secured a decisive victory over Armagh on
Sunday ™.

““We here in Kilcar I suppose take Towney
for granted and often give out about the
playing surface! I suppose because we know it
so well the beauty of the place is taken for
granted . . . Not so by the reporter who
covered this game.

“Only at periods was the football of a
spectacular nature despite the facilities
provided by a remarkable fast and smooth
pitch. The pitch in Kilcar known as Towney
strand is perhaps one of the most picturesque
in Ireland and that is saying something.
Nestling as it does in the valley at the foot of a
partially heather covered and lofty mountain
commands a charming view of a broad
expanse of the briny ocean with, presumably,
New York as its next door neighbour. The
ground is unique too in so far as it has the
only ‘grand stand’ of a natural mountain in
Ireland. Intermittently the language of the
Gael was much in evidence on the sidelines
and particularly amongst the local
inhabitanis. The ‘Belfast men’, as the visiting
ream were invariably styled, were deeply
impressed by the true semblance in Kilcar of
an Irish-speaking country. What a contrast
with Portadown!”’

“Donegal won the toss and J. Brown placed
J. McGinley for an easy run to the Armagh
goals but Duffy cleared. J. O’Donnell and H.
Gallagher scored points for Donegal.
MecManus scored Donegal’s first goal.

Half-time: Armagh 1-4, Donegal 1-2.

After half-time McNulty got a point and H.
Gallagher a goal. John O’Donnell scored
another goal for Donegal. J. Doyle and
O’Donnell added more points and also from
H. Gallagher and McManus.

Final score: Donegal 4-8, Armagh 2-5.

Donegal: D. Sweeney, J. Maxwell, E.
Cannon, T. Campbell, J. Melly, J. Brown, J.
Quinn, J. Doyle, A. McNulty, J. McManus,
John O’Donnell, K. Sweeney, H. Gallagher,
J. P. McGinley.

E. Cannon and Brown and McGinley, all
Jrom Kilcar, were representing the county on
their home pitch.

All the fans went around admiring the
Armagh bus which was a speciality at the
time. Home team togged out in Aodh Gara’s
and the away team in the red house.

OCTOBER 17th, 1936:

For the game v. Derry in Ardara would be -
E. Cannon and J. P. McGinley. McGinley got
1-2 in this match, which they won by 1-8 to 0-
4

OCTOBER 31st, 1936: '

Divisional final of Democrat Cup: Ardara
v. Kilcar.

Bad conditions prevailed which made good
Jootball very difficult to play. Final score:
Ardara 2-3, Kilcar 1-4. Best for Kilcar were J.
P. McGinley, P. McGuinness, Pat Gillespie
and E. Cannon.

Also on the team for the return game
against Armagh were the same three players.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8th, 1936:

Donegal defeated Tyrone with Cannon
(Kilcar) having a very good game.

1937

Seemed to be a very quiet year for the club
when compared with the years before. Only
one exglosive passage disturbed the tranquili-
ty of the year.

“At a special meeting of the S.W.
Divisional Board was held in protest when the
Glenties club requested that they be awarded
the points for their game v. Kilcar played at
‘Ardara on Sunday, January 16th. The report
alleged that Kilcar fielded an hour after the
appointed time”’.

It was stated that there had to be a change
of referee and he as a consequence was as late
as the Kilcar team. Mr. C. Gallagher (Kilcar)
stated that Kilcar had a breakdown en route
but that they had done their best in the
circumstances. Glenties were awarded the
points but Kilcar appealed to the County
Board.

In a postscript  the referee, Mr. T.
Gallagher, stated that in view of certain things
which occurred during and after the game, he
wished his name to be withdrawn from the
panel of referees. 29



1938

In this year things seemed to pick up slightly
again with the usual mixture of club, 7-a-side,
county games and ceili’s being the order of the
year.

JANUARY 7th, 1938:

. County Donegal annual ceili in Kilcar.

Mr. Brian McCavitt, Kilcar, the excellent
master of ceremonies, saw to it that the
dances, nicely intermingled with songs and
stepdances, were run off quickly. Songs in
Gaelic were very well contributed by Miss K.
Murray, O.S., Kilcar””.

Again in this year we did well in the
Democrat Cup though sadly losing to
Ballyshannon in the semi-final.

SUNDAY, MARCH 28th, 1938:

“The first semi-final of the Democrat Cup
was held in Kilcar with victory going to the
Ernesiders. Final score: 2-3 to 0-7.

Football was of the highest standard, fast
and clean, with plenty of high catching and
keen tackling.

Ballyshannon got away straight from the
throw-in but Cannon saved his lines well. The
Kilcar defence was good and Ballyshannon
were unlucky not to score. A long ball went
into the Ballyshannon half which resulted in a
Jree scored by J. P. McGinley. Then followed
several minutes of anxiety for the Kilcar
defence which eventually cleared again o
McGinley who again raised a white flag. The
same player added two further points shortly
after following some fine Kilcar movemenits.

A fine pass by Kane found Slevin who got
the ball on the hop to score a peach of a goal.
Half-time: Kilcar 0-4, Ballyshannon I-0.

The winners were first to break away in the
second half and had a point almost
immediately by J. McDermott. Gallinan then
scored a goal, J. McDermott 0-2 and Melly 0-
1

Back came Kilcar and in an exciting finish
added three points to bring their total to
seven. By defeating Kilcar, Ballyshannon now
qualify to meet Gweedore in the final. Mr. P,
McGill, O.8S., Ardara, was a capable referee.

Kilcar team: J. McGinley, L. McGinley, J.
Dorrian, F. Byrne, E. Hegarty, J. Browne, E.
Cannon, A. Byrne, H. O’Donnell, F.
McNulty, P. Gillespie, J. McGuinness, H.
3B;)oyla?, H. Curran and C. Gallagher.

APRIL 2nd, 1938:

Donegal v, Derry. Ulster Junior Football
Championship, played in Glenties.

“Outstanding for Donegal were Leo and J.
P. McGinley, James Gallagher, J. Gallagher
and P. McGill. Pat Gillespie was also in the
panel. Final score: Donegal 3-6, Derry 0-3.

SUNDAY, MAY Ist, 1938:

“Donegal win in Dr. McKenna Cup at
Gweedore: Donegal 3-8, Tyrone 1-2.

Playing for Donegal were E. Cannon, P.
Gillespie, J. P. McGinley and L. McGinley.

SUNDAY, JULY 10th, 1938:

“Donegal bid for U.F.C. — Footballers
narrowly beaten. Donegal 0-6, Monaghan 0-7.
J. P. McGinley scored 0-3 for the county in
this game”’,

And in 1938 this man made his refereeing
debut. S.F.C., 2Ist August: Ardara v.
Ballyshannon. Ref. - Sean Dorrian, Kilcar.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16th, 1938:

“All roads were leading to Glenties’’,
according to the home correspondent, where
Kilcar were to meet Glenties at Hollymount
Park in the Championship. “Glenties are
confident of winning the Championship’’.

In the next week’s ‘Democrat’, although it
was stated that the game was postponed when
Kilcar failed to turn up’’. This was to cause a
bit of a rumpus at the start of ’39.

1939

JANUARY 6th:

S.W. Divisional Board meeting.

““A special meeting of this Board was held
in protest when the Glenties club requested
that they be awarded the points for their game
v. Kilcar played at Hollymount’. Shades of
’37 come to mind once again!

Kilcar, probably because of emigration and
lack of players, dropped to Junior in 1939
even though they had done quite well in all
competitions in 1938. By the end of 1938 they
had failed to field a team against Glenties in
the Divisional final although in May of ’36
they had four players playing for Donegal in
the Dr. McKenna Cup. Emigration did not
only affect Kilcar but also the neighbouring
clubs, and the first report of a game in 1939
was between Kilcar and Killybegs who had
also dropped down a grade. The Kilcar team,
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Previously McShane, who is a dashing
young forward for Kilcar, had a goal and a
point”’.

KILCAR JUNIOR TEAM 1939-'40. Front row, . to r.:
Frank McBrearty (Curris), Cara Gallagher (Kilcar),
Seén Dorrian (Cashlings), Patrick Maguire (Cashel),
Hugh Murray (Curris). Back row: Tommy O'Donnell
{Drumreagh, spectator), Eddie Boyle (Cashlings),
Leo Doherty (Cuskerry), Paddy Diver {Shannagh),
Jimmy Carr (Bavin), James Murray (Curris), Francy
Dorrian {Cashlings). Jimmy Campbell (Castlecarn).

SATURDAY, JULY lst, 1939:

“Kilcar’s third successive win’’.

“At Kilcar on Sunday, Kilcar gained their
third successive win in the County Junior
Football Championship by defeating
Killybegs 5-6 to 1-2. At half-time the score’
was 2-2 to 1-1 in favour of Kilcar.

Scorers for Kilcar were: Ward (1-0),
Dorrian (2-4), McShane (2-0), Hegarty (0-2).
D. Callaghan (1-1), and F. Carr (0-1) were the
Killybegs scorers”.

As one would notice, at that time there is no
mention of J. P. McGinley or Leo McGinley,
who both, because of the G.A.A. ban, had
been barred from playing Gaelic football
because they had played soccer for Killybegs.

As was seen in 1922, the annual sports was a
high point in the calendar each year. Let us
take a trip back through time to 1939 and re-
live all the events of that day as reported in the
‘Democrat’ of August 5th:

“Record Crowds Enjoy
Splendid Programme”’

“Much of the success of the fixture is due fo
the organising ability of Mr. M. Og
31



McFadden, T.D., who was the chairman of
the committee. He was enthusiastically and
capably assisted by the secretaries, Messrs.
Hugh Hegarty, O.S., and Cartha Gallagher,
and the other members of the committee,
Messrs. P. McShane, O.S., John Campbell
and James Hegarty (judges), J. P. McGinley
and J. McNulty (starters), Con Furey
(announcer), and Barney O’Donnell, Edward
MecBrearty, Pat O’Gara, Michael McCloskey,
Barney Carr, Sean Dorrian, F. McNulty,
Eugene Hegarty and John McGinley (field
stewarts). The gate stewards were Messrs. Dan
Byrne, Hugh Hegarty, O.S., and I. Murray,
O.8. Kilcar A.O.H. pipers band was present
and added much to the pleasure of the
afternoon.

Details:

1 mile bicycle race (Open handicap): 1,
James Curran, Shalvey; 2, John Curran, do.

1 mile bicycle race (confined): 1, James
Curran, Shalvey; 2, John Curran, do.

100 yards flat race (boys u-15): 1, Michael
Carre, Derrylathan;, 2, Con Dorrian,
Cashlings.

100 yards flat race (men, open): I, (tie):
Eugene Hegarty, Shalvey, and J. McBrearry,
Cashlings.

100 yards (adults, open): 1, Gerard
Gallagher, Dunkineely; 2, Eugene Hegarty,
Shalvey.

220 yards (men, open): 1, Gerard

Gallagher, Dunkineely; 2, Eugene Hegarty,
Shalvey.

440 yards (men, open): 1, S. Dorrian,
Cashlings; 2, Gerry Byrne, Crowkeeragh.

High Jump: 1, Jack Sweeney, Killybegs; 2,
J. P. McGinley, Kilcar.

Long Jump: 1, J. Sweeney, Killybegs; 2, J.
P. McGinley, Kilcar.

Hop, Step & Jump: 1, J. P. McGinley,
Kilcar; 2, Garda P. Gallagher, Dunkineely.

Purting the 16 Ilbs. Shot: 1, Guard
Gallagher, Dunkineely; 2, J. P. McGinley,
Kilcar.

Tug-o’-War: In this competition
Strandeega beat Cashlings and Churchtown
beat Shalvey. Strandeega beat Churchtown in
the final by two pulls to one.

Pillow Fight: Final: J. Byrne, Largy, and
Michael Carre, Shalvey, proved a thrilling
duel but the latter emerged victorious.

Egg and Spoon race: 1, Patrick McShane,
Kilcar; 2, James Cunningham, Kilbeg.

Bag race: 1, Patrick Cunningham, Kilbeg.

Foorball Maich: The last item on the
programme was a challenge football match
against Ardara which produced sparkling
Joorball. Half-time was Kilcar 0-3, Ardara 0-
1. Ardara worked very hard in the second half
and succeeded in pulling the game out of the
Jire. Final score: Ardara 0-5, Kilcar 0-4.
Scorers: Ardara: P. McHugh, V. McHugh, P.
Kelly, Neil McHugh. Kilcar: A. McShane (0-
3), 8. Dorrian.

CAMOGIE IN THE 30’s

The ’30’s were unique in that it was the
period in which camogie was played for the
first time in the parish but sadly has never
been played since.

The game branched into Kilcar from
Killybegs. Killybegs, Kilcar and Carrick
started up a small league and played their
games in Towney and Straleel.

Mrs. Fagan (the pension officer of that
time’s wife, who was originally from the
North) got the game going here in the years
’32-’33. Although in the early years a County
Championship was played, the Kilcar team
were happy to play local challenge matches. In
1935 though both Killybegs and Carrick
entered teams in the Championship and
played the game in Maguire’s Park, Killybegs.
Some Kilcar players played with both feams.
Here is a report on that game:

Killybegs v. Carrick
32“Both cailins displayed improved

positional play and combination. Carrick
Jorwards were a promising lot at the outset
but faded out towards the interval. Sarah
Conwell and Mary McGuinness were the
backbone of the Killybegs defence, while
Winnie Hegarty, Bridget Gatins and Mary C.
McNelis were outstanding forwards. Carrick
was best served by A. Gavigan, Vera Ward,
Sarah Cunningham and Kate McGill. Carrick
were early aggressive but were frustrated bya
cool home defence. After a grim stuggle the
visitors launched a hot attack on the Killybegs
citadel and after a melee in the goal areqa A.
Gavigan opened the scoring with a point.

Killybegs now gave the Carrick defence a
gruelling time but owing to erratic shooting
their final efforts were without the desired
effect.

Both cailins now worked strenuously Sor
supremacy. Eventually Killybegs opened up in
splendid fashion and a sprightly manouvre



T Zswmey Donegsl Camogie team, 1936 v Monaghan. Front row, 4th from left, Bridget McGinley (now
W Wiaimmore), Kathleen McGinley (with beret) (Umiskin), Sarah Conwell (Killybegs, partly hidden).
Swew woee &= From left, Mrs. Fagen (Killybegs), 3rd from right, Maureen Conwell (Killybegs), last on right,
Wisnes "ar (Coguish).

Smvegas « Wonaghan, 1936, at Oriel Park, Monaghan. Mabel Carr, Coguish, hurley in ‘Ieft hand, 3rd from

at. Beamper MicGinley in centre.

 weow M= Fagan transferring to Bridget
wioo seni the ball buzzing to the net

ne ol -rime whistle blew.

==r were prominent in the second
MecGuinness transferred to
who scored her second goal.
but failed to penetrate the

fought off the pressure.
y ransferrea’ to Bridget Gatins
we wer third goal. Killybegs were now
e g wmc the end with Winnie Hegarty, B.
mTIE o C. McNelis outstanding. Before
e e B Garins sent well in for W. Hegarty

to score Killybegs’ fourth goal.
Garda Moorhead, Carrick, was an

impartial referee. )

Kiilybegs: Mary McGuinness, Bridget
Gatins, Nellie O°’Callaghan, Mary C.
McNelis, Bridget O’Callaghan, Winnie

Hegarty, Sarah Conwell, Rose Gatins, Mrs.
Fagan, Nora McGuinness, Madge
Cunningham, Rose McTeague,

Carrick: Maggie Doherty, Bridget Breslin,
Bridger McGinley, Winnie Meehan, A.
Gavigan, Vera Ward, Sadie Cunningham,
Maggie Cannon, Nora Brown, Susan
Doherty, Mary McNelis, Kate McGill.



With the form exhibited on Sunday
Killybegs are g good bet for the County
Championship.

Kilcar team’s though as such always were
happy to play challenges. Some of the players
included Mabel Carr (R.I.P.), Margaret Carr
(R.I.P.), Bridget Breslin, Kathleen McGinley
(R.I.P.), Mrs. Clarkin, Dan McShane’s wife,
Anne Gavigan.

As a rig they wore black tights, green skirts
and green tops. Phelim Browne had a car/bus
and this is how they travelled to the county
games though if the games were local they
walked. Mabel Carr, Bridget Breslin and
Kathleen McGinley all played for the county,
Mrs. Fagan was in charge of the county
camogie team.

. Indeed the same Mrs. Fagan got her name
In the sporting headlines in 1936 although in a

rather uncomfortable manner.
May 3rd, 1936

“Mrs. F. G. Fagan, captain of the Killybegs
camogie team, sustained Jacial injuries in g
game against Kilcar on Towney Strand on
Sunday”’,

Vera Doherty told us that the game was
very well organised and that if a game was to
be played in Towney the pitch would be lined
with black/green flags.

Most of the players who played the game at
the time were all in convents, e.g. Falcarragh,
where they learned their skills.

The camogie ceased in the years *37-738.

Vera also remembers making togs for the
triumphant Up the Glen team for the Slieve
League Cup of 1931, and walking 12 miles
into Glen to support them in their triumph.

JOHN BROWNE

When on Saturday, the 14th of July last
John Browne accepted the Past-Players award
at the G.A.A. Centernary Golf competition,
the quiet spoken Carrick man could well be
said to have completed 51 years of service to
the G.A.A. His career in intercounty football
had begun in 1933 and he played in that grade
until 1937,

He first played for a team in Carrick and
later assisted Kilcar, Ardara and Killybegs in
club- competitions and while he played in
many positions his favourite placing was at
left half back. There he earned the respect of
many forwards and was noted for his clean
catching and long clearances,

Like so many other players of the past he
names John O’Donnell of Dungloe as the
outstanding Co, Donegal player of his time
and also regarded J. P. McGinley very highly,

John rated Jackie Carney of Mayo as the
best footballer he played against and
incidentally Jackie was an uncle of Donegal
and Mayo’s Martin Carney. John also stated
3tl‘}zn: Christy Fisher of Monaghan was an

excellent player.

His greatest ambition while playing was to
win an Ulster Senior Championship medal
and he regrets that he never achieved this.

He remembers the Junior All-Treland semi-
final against Cork in Croke Park as his most
exciting game and like James P. McGinley
feels that it could have been won if they had
had more experience and had played together
more often.

The other outstanding game he speaks of is
that against Cavan in the Ulster Senior
Championship at Bundoran in 1935. On that
occasion Cavan, who had Big Tom O’Reilly,
Jim Smyth, M. 7J. McGee, Louis Blessing and
Willie Young (Ulster footballers) on their
team, won by a point and went on to win their
second All-Ireland. Donegal were unfortunate
in having Joe Lawn on the injured list that
day.

On the present day game John thinks that
there is much more of a team effort and
players have more time together prior to a
match to get to know each other’s style.

In his day it was mostly catch and kick
football and in kicking out the ball the
goalkeeper could toe lift the ball to his full-
back who often then kicked outfield from his
hands. A line-ball was throw in in by hand
also. John remembers that Gaelic football was
first introduced by the Free State Army in
1922/°23 and he never had seen the game until
then.

Like so many others who tried so hard for
their county on G.A A, fields, he too, would
like to see that senior All-Ireland come to the
county he served so well,




JAMES P.McGINLEY

wmes Fzirick McGinley was born and
Kilcar. Umiskin produced

My Tme Soocballers and James was one of
= e played for Kilcar. Johnny,
s, E&Se Francis and Leo are all hale
o pery EmC ding in Scotland, England,
S EC and. His younger brother,
_=n. mmi som, Sean, also played for Dun na

zveC his first game for Kilcar sixty

W’ ¢ 5=f He had a long and illustrious
3 i ounty in many positions from

ce==l many matches when he stopped
mmz. Mzov people would say that J.P. was
s o0 52 fioest all-round players they had

% womh recording that James may have
mizeeC the solo run, at least in this part of
e ocowmty, as he practised this skill as a boy

smoc zod watched him scoring point after
L zot possession because this type

N

= had not been seen before.

His first county game was against Cavan in
¢ Ulster Junior Championship in
mmcorzn. He remembers Big Tom O’Reilly

playing, whom he believes played minor,
junior and senior for Cavan that year.

Donegal eventually went to Croke Park to
play in the All-Ireland junior home final that
year — 1933. The trainer of the team was
Willie Young of Cavan and while in training
the team stayed in the Green House, Ardara.
James P. feels that the team overtrained on
the sand. Different individuals on the team
trained on their own at 7 o’clock in the
morning as well.

He thinks that they would have won the
final if two good forwards, Fr. Hugh McNelis
and Fr. Gerry Campbell, had been let out of

‘Maynooth College where they were studying

for the priesthood.

The game, which was refereed by the
famous Martin O’Neill, secretary to the
Leinster Council, was played prior to the
hurling final in which Mick Mackey won his
first medal for Limerick.

John Browne of Carrick, and Jim Maxwell
of Ardara, are great friends of his and they
were great players in his time. He names John
O’Donnell  (Dungloe), Tommy McHugh
(Kilcar), Willie Boyle, Tom Gallagher and
Vinny McHugh of Ardara, and Anthony
McBrearty (Donegal), as other great players.

Men he considers unfortunate not to get on
the county team were Joseph McGuinness
(Killybegs), and Bernard Byrne, of Doonin,
Kilcar.

Great players he admired outside the county
were Big Tom O’Reilly, Christy Fisher
(Monaghan), Paddy Prendergast (Mayo),
Kevin Armstrong (Antrim), Victor Sherlock
and Tony Tighe (Cavan), and Iggy Jones
(Tyrone).

On present day football, James says that 7-
a-side would be his type of game. He says the
game is faster now — but handpassing is being
overdone and he would ban the solo except
when making up ground when free in front of
goal. He also says that it is & mistake that our
teams do not have big enough fields to play
on, though in his time grounds only existed at
Magheragallon, Letterkenny (at St. Conal’s)
and Bundoran.

He now resides on his farm at Umiskin and
still takes a great interest in county and club

football. o



THE FORTIES

The late 30s and early 40s were, of course,
the years of the economic war when
emigration was worst of all in the poor rural
areas.

But young players quickly replaced those
that went away and names which were
prominent on the turn of the decade were
James Gillespie (Cashlings), Sean Dorrian
(Cashlings), Leo McGinley (Umiskin), Eugene
Hegarty (Shalway), Phonsie McShane
(Derrylaghan), Denis McBrearty (Curris),
Patrick Gallagher (Cronroad), Peter Shovlin
(Crowkeeragh), Columba Ward (Carrick),
Dan Gillespie (Cashlings) and Tommy
McHugh (Towney).

The onset of the war posed new problems
for the G.A.A. in rural areas because of the
transport problems and so Kilcar were only
able to field one team.

But “‘every cloud has a silver lining”’ and
perhaps these were the happiest days of all as
full teams set out on poorly equipped bicycles
to cycles to Killybegs (7 miles), Glencolmcille
(10 miles), Ardara (19 miles) and Glenties (235

_miles) to fulfil various fixtures in different
competitions. Friendships were made on these
long journeys as teammates pushed each
other, mended punctures and sheltered under
bushes along the way.

Front row, . to r. Jimmy McBrearty, Jimmy
McHugh, John O'Donnell (Kilcar), Tommy McHugh,
Danny O’Donnell, John James O'Boyle. Back row:
Leo Gillespie (Cashell, John McCauley, Cara
Cunningham, Tommy Erskine, — —, Michael
Erskine, Tommy McCauley, James O'Donnell
{Churchtown).

Kilcar reached the Democrat Cup final
again in 1941 by beating Ballyshannon 0-7 to
0-5 at Killybegs on the 20th of April. At that
time the price of 20 cigarettes was 10 old pence
and the train fare to Killybegs from
Ballyshannon was 2/6.
36The report on the game from the Donegal

Democrat on 26th April, 1941, says:

“Before a large attendance of spectators at
Maguire’s Park, Killybegs, on Sunday, Kilcar
defeated Ballyshannon by a narrow margin of
two points in the semi final of the
““Democrat’ cup competition.

Kilcar opened strongly and inside two
minutes Leo McGinley drew first blood for
the victors with a lovely point. Kilcar had the
best of the play for some time and ihe
Ballyshannon defenders were busy repulsing
the lively forwards but eventually Kilcar were
awarded a close in free. A well placed free by
J. P. McGinley was punched clear by Melly
but McCauley got possession and put Kilcar
ahead with another point. Ballyshannon now
fought hard andnippy county forward Jack
Gallagher was becoming dangerous when
dispossessed by Gillespie who cleared well
our. Kilcar were on the offensive again and
MecCauley had hard luck when he drove past
from close range. Play now became very lively
and at times rougher than necessary and the
offensive passed rto the Ernesiders who had a
minor per Jack Gallagher.

For the reminaing part of the first moiety
Ballyshannon had the best part of the play
and the Kilcar goals defended by Tommy
Donoghue had many narrow escapes when the
Balishannon forwards continued to rush in
with strong pressure from all quarters. The
Kilcar defence could not possibly hold out
against the Ballyshannon onslaught led by
Jack Gallagher who equalised with a minor to
leave the scores level at half time 2 pts. each.

Kilcar turned ove with a slight advantage in
the field and were soon on the attack.

Sean Dorrian was unfortunate to miss a
grand opportunity for a goal — but from the
kick out J. P. McGinley got possession and set
Kilcar in the lead with o lovely point.
Ballyshannon were breaking away when
intercepted by Shovlin who cleared into
Ballyshannon territory to set Kilcar on the
attack again and following a free kick well
placed by J. P. McGinley McHugh sent over a
point for Kilcar.

The Ballyshannon forwards got possession
Jfrom the kickout and Jack Gallagher notched
a minor for the Ernesiders. Ballyshannon
sustained the pressure in style and from a free
Jack Gallagher soon equalised for his team. In
rapid succession McDermott secured another
point to put Baillyshannon in the lead with the
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v muchk in rtheir favour. Kilcar
"iswies desperately for a lead and some fine
= By McSkane, McGinley and McCauley
weme Srusoraved by Melly who played a grand

Sevemee “or Ballyshannon. In combination
Wik m= brother J. P, Leo McGinley
Wmsmes fo break through the Ballyshannon
Wm0 ser sz ream on level terms with a

% mgee Sy McBrearty, Tommy McHugh,
“uwe T Doemell. Danny (Cara) O’Donnell, John
s O Soywie. Jimmy McHugh,

Mz

= zreat rally by Ballyshannon

Wi ne Bcor custodian cleared in style.

\ i hms che best of the game to the end with

s Sw J. P McGinley and T. McHugh.
The KEicar team that day was: T.

. wmoesome, Patrick Gallagher,  James
Silesgwe. Join O'Donnell, J. P. McGinley,
_ WioZmier. D. Gillespie, P. Shovlin, Denis

~®lmghen, Augustine McCauley, T.
e bitis % McShane, C. Ward, D.
McSeesrty, S. Dorrian.

s Zews 2nd Kilcar had none.
== against the Rockhill Army
zzrkenny) who had players from

Sulvsmzmnon had seven county players in

: zreat goals scored by Denis
:mZ the two doubtful penalty
Semwnmems winch caused Rockhill to win by 4-6

tmzt day in Ardara was Tommy
wome. Pamrick  Gallagher, James

‘22z O'Donnell, Denis Callaghan,
wim, James P. McGinley, Sein
~oizmba Ward, Leo McGinley,

Huzh, Augustine McCauley,
Frank Browne, John

%= oommiy scene Dan Gillespie, J.
S s 4 McCauley represented Kilcar
“mumoy munor team v Cavan in July

m Smeesr [24] Kilcar were beaten by
® tme 5. West division of the senior

— but because of the points system Glenties
won the divisional honours, but Kilcar did not
scem to have entered in the Democrat Cup.

THE G.A.A. BAN

The soccer influence was very strong in’
Killybegs in the forties and vigilantes were
present at soccer matches to look out for
Gaelic players on soccer teams or in the crowd
or maybe simply stopped on the roadside
watching a game for a few seconds. The
suspension by the county board was three
months and Kilcar on a few occasions lost
players at important times.

At that time because of the war the 17th
Battalion of the Irish Army were stationed in
Killybegs and due to travel difficulties and the
proximity to Kilcar they often played each
other. The 17th Battalion had fine footballers
from Mayo, Galway Sligo, Roscommon and
some notable Donegal players. This gave
welcome and keen competition to the Kilcar
men and a good supply of footballs from the
army as they were a scarce commodity at the
time.

THE ANTRIMS 1941-'42. Front: Phonsie McShane.
Middie row, I. to r.: J. P. McNelis, Padraig Carr,
John McGinley, John McShane, Con McGinley.
Back row: Paddy McGinley, Colm Cannon
{Aireagal), Frank O’Donnell, Michael McCloskey,
Micheal O’Donnell.

PARISH LEAGUES

Parish leagues were a big boon in the forties
because of the petrol shortage and they began
in Kilcar in 1941.

There were four teams involved at the
beginning: (1) Bavin, (2) Kilcar Town, (3) The
Antrims, (4) Up the Glen. Meetings were held
in John O’Gara’s Pub to draw up boundries
and to make rules. The Sliabh League Cup
was taken out of mothballs and it became the
cup played for in these competitions. Later
teams from Glen, Carrick, etc., were involved

in the competition. B



“UP THE GLEN", 1945-'46. Front row, |. to r.: Seén Gallagher, Paddy McShane, James T. McNulty, Sean
Dorrian, Eddie McBrearty. John Browne. Middle row: Johny Gallagher, Con Byrne, Paddy O'Donnell,
James Cunningham, Michael Cunningham. Back row: J. P. McGinley, Paddy Lyons, Barney Shovlin, Frank
Brown, Francy Cannon (Crove), John Bonner (Castlecarn), James McCauley (Min-a-Chanainn), Patrick

Gallagher.

From 1944 to 1948 Kilcar produced zn
immense number of talented players in the
parish league but the parish team never
seemed to get it going against outside
opposition.

“These local leagues were needle affairs
when players gave their all for the *‘auld
sod”’.

Stars on the Bavin team were Neilly Joe
Doogan, Sean Doogan, John and Jimmy
Byrne, Tommy Gallagher, Jimmy McHugh
and Dan Cunningham.

Kilcar Town had stars in John O’Donnell,
Padraig McShane, Proinnsias Car, Jimmy
McBrearty, Tommy and Jimmy McHugh,
Thomas McHugh (Muckross), Joe Diskin,
Mickey Driscoll (RIP), Frank Gillespie and
Con Lyons.

Glen had powermen men in Peter and
Barney Shovlin, Dan Gillespie, Frank and
John Browne, Peter O’'Donnell (Ballymoon),
- James Gallagher and, of course, the ““daddy”’
of them all, J. P. McGinley.

The Antrims had fleetfooted men in
Michael Thomas and Phonsie McShane, Con
McGinley (Derrylaghan), John McNelis
(Cruskerry), Michael McCloskey, wee Denis
3l\éIcBrearty, the Carrs of Portaackran, John

and Patrick McGinley, John McShane ar
Peter Cannon (Straleel).

The big game was always between the tw
strongest teams. The Antrims and ‘Up tt
Glen’. The Antrims consisted of round tt
shore, Bogagh and Straleel, and all tean
tried to have postponements until the “‘colleg
boys’* would come home for holidays.

Many stories are told of these games such ¢
a clever James Patrick McGinley going fc
high balls with a much younger and taller Bi
Frank O’Donnell or of the tactics worked o1
on the blackboard by Tommy Diskin (RIP) ¢
perhaps one area wanted the other area mad
slightly smaller.

These games were played in good sportin
conditions — where friendships were mad
which were to last throughout the yea:
bonding the community together at home an
when they emigrated abroad.

Colours — Bavin, red; Kilcar Town, blu
and white or gold; The Antrims, mixture o
colours; The Glen, green and gold — but late
in the fifties it was maroon.

People got very excited about these games
most of which were played in Towney. Th
football boots had steel toe caps, harder ani
stronger leather and a higher heel; shoulderin
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g=me weas slow moving.
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. 1943, Kilcar played

R e sports day. Big Frank O’Donnell
e W B BTS00V touched the ball once,
B s e dommsmance of Kilcar. Others in
e = wers N, J. Doogan (Crann Na
SR, Phomse McShane (Derrylaghan),

Jimmy McHugh, brilliant full back, 1942-1948.

John McGinley (Bogagh), Peter Cannon
(Straleel), Padraic McShane (Kilcar), Dan
Gillespie (Cashlings). They won the game but
got no prizes except for a fine tea in Annie
MecNelis” House..

In the late forties, 1945-’46, there were a
number of players from Glencolmcille who
played for Kilcar, e.g., Columba Ward, C.
Browne, Tommy Haughey and Bernard
Haughey. At this time as well there was a
South West league which Kilcar won on one
occasion beating the army 0-4 to 0-2 in the
final.

In 1946 Donegal Town were allowd to play
in the St. Conell Cup. Kilcar beat Donegal in
the early rounds but because of- the points
system used Donegal Town reached the final
against Kilcar by defeating Ardara in the
semi-finals. Kilcar defeated Donegal by a
point in the final.

Kilcar: John Byrne, Paddy O’Donnell,
Jimmy McHugh, Jimmy Byrne (Largy), John
Browne, Paddy McGinley, John McGinley,
Francy Byrne, John O’Donnell, James
Gallagher, Phonsie McShane, Neilly Joe
Doogan, James McCauley, J. P. McGinley,
Denis McBrearty.

On Sunday, 12th of September, 1948,
Kilcar beat Killygordon to qualify for the final
of the Junior championship at Glenties. The
report on the game from the ‘Donegal
Democrat’ states as follows:

“The standard of football never reached a
high plane possibly due to the adverse weather
conditions which made the ball greasy ar:tg



PRACTICE MATCH, 1947-'48. Front row, I. to r.: Michael O’ Driscoll (Kilcar), Frank Gillespie (Cashel), Michael

Hegarty (Stralesl), Hugh O’Donnell (Strath Na Circe), Phonsie McShane (Derrylaghan), Padraig Carr
{Portachran), John McShane (Bogagh). Back row: Paddy McShane (Kilcausey), Steve Byrne (Aireagal,
Michael Byrne (Bogagh), Michael O’Donnell (Bogagh), Neilly Joe Doogan (Crann Na Silleach), Andy Carr
(Port a Chrann), Eddie McBrearty (Cashlings), John Brown (Ballymoon), Michéal Carr (Port a Chrann).

difficult to cntrol and underfoot conditions
anything but ideal. Kilcar played with much
more determination.’’

The final score was 2-5 to 0-5 and the Kilcar
team was as follows:

P. McNelis (Glencolmcille), M. O’Donnell
(Bogagh), Peter O’Donnell (Kilcausey),
Proinsias Carr (Kilcar), F. Browne, M. Bovle,
Hugh O’Donnell (Sranakirka), Colm Browne
(Carrick), Eddie McBrearty (Cashlings), N. J.
Doogan (Cronasilla), Phonsie McShane
. (Derrylaghan),M. Hegarty, F. Carr, C.
O’Gara, J. O’Donnell (Kilcar), Frank
O’Donnell, Paddy McGinley, Tommy
Gallagher (Bavin), John McNelis (Cruskerry),
Jimmy Cannon (Roxboro), Paddy McShane,
John Brown, D. O’Donnell.

The majority of the above panel played in
the final versus Downings. Played in
Letterkenny on the 10th of October, 1948,
Downings won mainly due to the quicksilver
forward Sean McGettrick (who was later in
the 50s to aid the Kilcar men playing for
Killybegs).

In the ‘Donegal Democrat’ of the 12th
November, 1948, Glenties were declared St.
Connell Cup winners with a score of 3-4 to 1-
4. The report states:

Despite the lack of training the Kilcar team
stood up well to the onslaughts of the
4(3wen tocker men.

Kilcar team that day was P. McNelis, P.
McGinley, D. O’Donnell, F. Carr, N. J.
Doogan, J. O’Donnell, F. Browne, F.
McGettrick, P. Moore, P. Clancy, A.
McShane, J. McCauley, P. Byrne, M. Carr,
M. O’Donnell.

On the 15th April, 1949 Kilcar had a draw
with Glenties in the junior championship
south west division at Towney 2-5 each. Kilcar
led at half time on a breezy day by 2-5 to 0-1
and the Kiclar team was:

F. Browne, T. McHugh, J. Doherty, M.
O’Donnell, N. J. Doogan, H. O’Donnell, F.
Carr, M. Carr, M. Hegarty, F. Gillespie, M.
Cannon, H. Phillips, M. Driscoll, J. Byrne.

On Friday, March 4th, 1949, the ‘Donegal
Democrat’ had this to say as regards the
parish sports field:

“This fine football pitch at Kilcar known
locally as Towney Strand has now been vested
as Kilcar parish property. For the purpose of
extension, 3 acres at the foreshore have been
leased from the Department of Industry and
Commerce. A substantial grant has been
secured from the Board of Public Works to
divert the river to the Kilbeg side of the strand
and to improve the approaches to the field. As
every incoming tide brings in fresh sand the
field will grow in size and in the course of time
it will be one of the best playing piitches in the
county”™’.




T LomAlS CUP WINNING TEAM IN ABBEY HOTEL, 1946. Front row, |. to r.: Jimmy McBrearty, John

Swme _segy . John O'Donnell, Tommy McHugh. Middle row: Jimmy McHugh, N. J. Doogan, Seédn Dorrian.

S o Pacdy MceGinley, James Byrne (Largy), John
L gk McNelis, John McGinley, Frank Brown.

= ¥ R,

" smameocht used to peep its head up
nd so it did in the late forties
lzarra factory was being
pemesrnenes v workers from Dublin,

WW NI BEET

T mes oizved hurling in Towney after

McShane (Bogagh), Paddy O'Donneli (Ballymoon),

work and quite a few of the locals joined
them. If there were any hurling teams in
neighboursing parishes hurling might have
taken a stronger hold as in the parish at the
time was Corkonian Mickey Driscoll (RIP).
Interest was lost in the hurling when there was
no competition.

was voted in as registrar.

Sunday, November 10th, 1946:

James McHugh, Kilcar, played at left half
back for Donegal v Armagh in Letterkenny.

Saturday, March 22, 1947:

The death occurred of Mr. William

SHORTS

Sat., January 24th, 1942:
At County Convention Mr. E. O Canainn

Shanaghan, Main St., Kilcar, at 75 yrs. An ex
member of the old R.I.C. and a native of
Kerry and a staunch supporter of the G.A.A.

Sunday, March 23rd, 1947:

St. Connells Cup, Towney —

Kilcar 2-8, Glenties 0-2.

Saturday, 24th April, 1948:

St. Connell’s Cup, Glenties—

Glenties 3-5, Kilcar 1-1.

Sunday, 28th February, 1949:

St. Connell’s Cup at Towney—

Ardara 2-9, Kilcar 2-3.
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Tommie McHugh spent his young days at
the bottom of Alt a’ Tarbh about ‘‘two kicks
of a ball”” away from Towney Strand where he
and his brother, Jimmie, along with John
McCauley and Tommy McCauley spent all
their leisure time playing football.

During their school going days they spent
all Sundays and evenings playing with a little
sponge ball, which they often lost in Biddy
Jim’s briars. They then had to coliect a few
pennies to buy a new one.

Football died down in Kilcar in the late
twenties; parents did not like to see their sons
playing football, but in 1931 a crowd of
grown men and boys burst on the scene with a
real football. They wore blue jerseys and as
navy blue was the ‘in’ colour at the time they
wore navy blue pants as well.

This occasion made a big imprint on young
Tommie and friends as they sat on the ‘‘grand
stand’’ and watched these men play Gaelic
football.

James Patrick was in this gang and from
that day on he was Tommie McHugh’s idol as
a footballer. He could play anywhere, had
great anticipation and positional sense, the
skill and scoring power of both feet from any
angle.

Tommie then remembers the Slieve League
Cup which begain in 1932 with teams from
Kilcar and Glencolmcille. ‘Up the Glen’ and
Kilcar were the top teams in that League.

Tommie went to Warrenstown Agricultural
College in 1937 to 1939 and played there in
those years. Then he went to Limerick in 1940
and played with a west Limerick team called
Kilcolman.

He was back home in 1941 to play against
Rockhill in the Democrat Cup final and he
also played in 1942. He then worked with
Bord na Mona and played with Kildare’s
Newbridge Sarsfields and had a few outings
with the Kildare senior team. He still returned
home during the winter months and was
involved in the 1946 St. Connell’s Cup win.

He was selected and played for Donegal on
a number of occasions but in Letterkenny in
1946 against Armagh he broke his ankle and
did not play for some time.

Tommie McHugh made a comeback and
played with the Kilcar/Killybegs selection in
1950, 1951 and 1952 to win the championship
in 1952.

His last game for Kilcar was against
Killygordon in the championship of 1953 in

v;hich Kilcar were defeated. Tommie at this
4

SPOTLIGHT ON TOMMIE McHUGH

Tommie McHugh (Towney)

time had settled down in Cavan. The men who
came foremost to his mind at this stage arein
the early days Hugh Rafferty (RIP), Francie
Carr (Drumreagh, RIP), Hughie Carr, James
P. McGinley, Leo McGinley, Colm Ward
(Carrick) and Denis McBrearty (RIP), Harry
O’Donnell, Vinny McHugh, Packie Watters,
Vincent Rankin and the Boyle brothers, all
from Ardara; Columba McDyre and his
brothers, the Brennans and Gildea’s from
Glenties, Mickey Rua Gallagher, Anthony
Rodgers and Hugh Boyle all from Gweedore.

Later Tommie played with Cavan Gaels
until 1955 and his son, John now plays with
this club and is on the Cavan U-21 panel.

As Tommie McHugh says:

““There was no jersey that I was so proud to
wear as the Kilcar jersey and I think that I
always gave of my very best.

To me there was that little bit of nostalgia
or something when Kilcar football was
Znentioned, especially when away from

ome”’,

Tommie and Jimmy McHugh (Towney)



ITHE FIFTIES

fes began on a weak note with very
of activity in 1950 except that
n Towney Armagh were invited
0 gal selection. Kilcar were at the
“Rotha Moér an tSaoil’’ at this
= 3md could only improve.

ey m May 1951 the Kilcar club was re-
wemseC znd the following report comes
m 2= ‘Donegal Democrat’® May 11th,

Licar G.A.A. Club, once a drzvmg force

v Souch West Donegal Gaeldom, is again
ne oo be established on a sound footing.

Cw  Friday night week there was a
worememcanive atlendance at a reorganisation
mesine m the Parochial Hall including the
“emwn. seachers, former G.A.A. players and

s The local T.D., Mr. M. Og
WeSadden. and the local coum‘y councilor,
- . ODonnell, B.A., are giving the
Py shesr full support.

O~ Huszh Hegarty, N.T., Kilcar, who
wnwes welcomed the attendance and said
W war very zlad indeed to see that the G.A. A.

e revised again in the parish.
Hezarty referred to the prominent
S wemon Kilcar had occupied in the annals

Cwmeza GLALA. in the past and to the large
wumier o coveted trophies brought to the
line= o s2ams of the past.

Theme swccesses brought about by Kilcar

wew o one oast should be an inspiration to the
wesews omd future players, declared Mr.
S %0 also appealed for full support

wce for all phases of Irish-Ireland

last but most important of all their
sue which was their sole badge of
v and which should be used asmuch
& sz in the Council Chamber and on the

ke followi ng officers were elected: Mr.
: ..:‘fp;e Umiskeen, chairman;
iy Mr. Phil O’Donnell, Kilcar;
swwrer. Mr. Proinnseas Carr, Kilcar;
o ee, Messrs., Aodh O°Gara, James
swv (Kilcar), Sean Dorrian (Cashlings),
“wew McoCauley  (Towney), Patrick H.
“ossner, - Frank  Gillespie—and ~ William

2 inze ention of the club to enter a team
negal Senior County champ:onsth
decided to

wr commence practice
I ) and to have a series of friendly
e chalienge games.

It was agreed to have weekly meetings of
the club”’.

Also on the 11th of May, 1951, it was
reported that Kilcar played and were beaten
by Killybegs 3-8 to 3-5 in a friendly at
Towney.

The Killybegs team was: J. Flynn, P.
Callaghan, F. Rodgers, P. Breslin, J, Byrne,
Jas. Byrne, N. J. Doogan, S. McGettrick, P.
McGee, T. Wickham, S. Doogan, W. Butler;
and the Kilcar team:

F. Browne, J. Cunningham, P. Carr, J.
McCauley, A. Carr, P. McShane, F.
Gillespie, H. Phillips, o Boyle, P. Glllesple
P. O’Donnell, F. Donoghue, J. Byrne.

Also on May the 11th, 1951, there is a
report on Killybegs having re-entered Gaelic
football and they were beaten for the first
time in Section A of the Donegal Senior
Football League by Donegal Town by 2-6 to
2-4, It reports that the Killybegs half back line
of J. Byrne, T. McHugh and F. Glllespie was
the rock on which a lot of Donegal’s
promising moves perished.

The Killybegs team on the day was: J.
Byrne, P. McShane, J. Mooney, J. Breslin,
Jas. Byrne, T. McHugh, F. Gillespie, C.
McCauley, J. Boyle, T. Wickam, 8.
McGettrick, P. McGee, F. Browne, A. Carr.

On the first of June, 1951, it is reported that
Killybegs beat Bundoran in the final of the
Connolly Cup (junior champlonshlp) by a
score of 5-6 to 1-4 at Finner Camp, using the
following team:

D. Doherty (Gweedore), N. J. Doogan, T.
McHugh, W. Patton (Castlefin), J. Byrne, P
McShane, P. Breslin, A. Carr, S. McGettrick,
P. McGee, C. McCauley, D. Butler, P.
O’Donnell, T. Wickham, D. Callaghan.

Later on July 6th, 1951, Kilcar were beaten
by. Killygordon in the Senior Football
Championship by a score of 3-8 to 0-9.

The report states:

““The Kilcar forward line which boasted of
two of the county’s main players were unable
to obtain a red flag despite their
acknowledged cleverness, speed and
strength”’,

The Kilcar team was:

D. Doherty, P. McShane, T. McHugh, H.
O’Donnell, J. Byrne, J. Breslin, F. Gillespie,
J. J. Boyle, P. McShane, N. J. Doogan, C.
McCauley, S. McGettrick, P. O’Donnell, T.

Wlckham, H. Phillips. 25



KILLYBEGS at Dunkineely Sports, 1952. Front row, I. to r.: Proinnsias Carr, Peter O'Donmnsll Harry Philips,
Frank Gillespie, Tom Wickham, Connell McCauley. Phonsie McShane, Sedn McGettrick. Back row: F.
Brennan, Andy Carr, N. J. Doogan, H. O'Donrell, Paddy McShane, Denis Doherty (Gaoth Dobhair), John

Breslin, John Byrne. Others in picture are Joseph Diver, Francy Gillespie, Micky Breslin, Tom Gallagher,
Pat Dorrian (front).




f 51 Killybegs beat
04 at Straleeny Park to
"': SE\.UOH with the same

g C. McCauley and N.
:.dmon of E. McBrearty

played Fermanagh at
= Oczober 1 1951 4-6t0 1-5, Wickham,
sk 2=d Carr played in a forward line
- 2 r==_v brilliant and at midfield
Foanlk 0" Doancdl played some grand football.
L lwoess won the championship in 1952
1 w= consisting of eleven Kilcar men on
< on the substitutes plus Tom
=n McGettrick.
=:: N. J. Doogan James

o
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S 1ane, F G1llesple Enda
Mc Brearty, D. Harnett, T.
Cunningham, H. Phillips, S.
Woesmow. A Carr and Frank O’Donnell.
il hommell.

gs ran into some financial
o e zmc zowvway Kilcar were anxiouis
o un owmc orzaoise events again. Emigration
. plimpe=s Ek= P. McShane, E. McBrearty,

=« & Carr and others but a curate,
W w ey, came to Kilear in 1952 and
»= =msporztion behind a new revival by
g e nz boys out to play and
mmeme mecieh leagues and committes.
~=moolumbkille players joined Kilcar
» e Zzws. ome in particular, P. ‘‘Battles”
T wmeC o arrive early on Sunday
me “or t2e afternoon game.

DOE

TEAM OF EARLY FIFITES: Paddy
Wl Soot row, second from right. Frank
D], Deck row.

Sadly Fr. McClafferty was drowned close to
Tra Labhair in August, 1953, and the South
West G.A.A. paid tribute to him noted in the
‘Donegal Democrat’ of Friday, September
4th, 1953.

In 1953 the excellent minor team was under
the name of Carrick and this team was
considered to-be one of the best under-age
teams to come from the south west. They won
the Iniskeel Cup with players such as S.
Keeney, S. Doogan, S. McGinley, S.
O’Donnell, A. O’Donnell, S. McNelis, P.
Carr, M. O’Donnell, L. McLaughlin, M.
Byrne, J. J. Lyons, F. Cunningham, C.
Cunningham, S. McNulty and J. Doherty, P.
O’Donnell, J. Doogan, S. Hegarty, P.
McNelis and N. Blain.

Minor league table.

Played Pts.
Carrick 4 8
Glenties 3 4
Ardara 4 2
Killybegs 3 0

Transport at this stage was sometimes by
Joe Haughey’s specially modelled motor car.

At senior level in April 1953 Kilcar defeated
Donegal in Donegal by 1-9 to 2-2 with J. P.
McGinley as referee and they beat Doengal at
home in the league at Towney by 1-5 to 1-2.

The April team consisted of: S. Doogan, F.
O’Donnell, Frank O’Donnell, A. O’Donnell,
J. McHugh, P. McShane, F. Gillespie, P.
Carr, E. Cunningham, H. Phillips, P.
Gillespie, E. Carr, C. Byrne, D. Gillespie, S.
McLaughlin. _

And in the August team we had. S.
Haughey, H. O’Donnell, P. O’Donnell, E.
Cunningham, J. McHugh, P. McShane, F.
Gillespie, E. McBrearty, A. Cunningham, A.
Carr, M. Byrne, H. Phillips, S. McLaughlin,
D. Gillespie, J. Byrne.

On Sunday, Mary 3rd, 1953, Ballyshannon
defeated Kilcar in the early rounds of the
Democrat Cup at Ballyshannon with a score
of 2-11 to 1-10 and the report from the
‘Donegal Democrat’ on May 8th had this to
say:

“This game without question was one of
the best ever witnessed in the Erne town — the
standard of football reaching great heights for
the greater part of the contest in which score
was parried by score and movement by
counter movement and thrust.”’

It continues:

“Big Frank O’Donnell at full back and
midfield and Paddy McShane were in great
form for Kilcar as well as Harry Phillips,
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7 MINOR INISKEEL CUP WINNERS 1952-'53. Front row, . to r.: Sean Hegarty (Cashlings), Sedn Keeney

(Teelin), Leo McLaughlin, John Doherty (Crawghaugh), Jimmy McGinley (Mesnaneary), Sean Carr (Kilcar),
John ‘Bruce’ Byrne (Kilbeg). Back row: Aiden O'Donnell, Jimmy Doogan, Seamus McNulty, Sedn McNalis,

Billy Boyle, Sean O'Donnell.

Andy Carr, H. O’Donnell, F. McNelis and
Enda Cunningham.”’

In August 1953 this team beat Glencolmcille
at their annual sports day by a score of 3-6 to
1-2.

They beat Ballyshannon in the league in

November 1-3 to 0-3.
This was the third meeting of these teams in
which there was a lot of controversy. In the
first game Ballyshannon had 16 men on the
field and Kilcar lodged a protest under Rule
60 of the Official Guide. The protest was
ruled out of order but the game was re-fixed.
The next game was terminated after half time
due to inclement weather conditions and on
another occasion Kilcar travelled but had no
opposition as a telegram sent to Kilcar
concerning the game had ‘‘Sunday next”
instead of ‘‘Sunday week’’ for which the Post
Office accepted responsibility for the error.

On the county scene Kilcar had F.
O’Donnell playing against Armagh in the
McKenna Cup with C. McCauley of Killybegs
and P. McShane and H. Phillips as
substitutes. H. Phillips came on as a sub in
this game. Frank O’Donnell was playing at
full back but was switched to full forward and
stayed there versus Cavan.

In the Lagan Cup Enda Cunningham was a
substitute versus Fermanagh. Playing for the
Donegal Gaels in New York was Patrick Carr,
4Igi]car.

In 1954 there was quite an amount of
confusion as the senior team in the area was
under the name of Carrick. There seemed to
be three groups in the two parishes of Kilcar
and Glencolumbkille. (1) Lamh Dhearg
Glencolumbkille who opened their new
recreation field; (2) Naomh Columba
(Carrick) and Naomh Cartha (Carrick) and
Kilcar as such did not have a team
functioning. There were a lot of transfers and
other problems for the South West Divisional
Board under the chairmanship of D. Mac
Giolla Easbuig, O.S., Kilcar.

Front row, I. to r. M. Cannon, M. Campbell
(Churchgate), Eamonn Boyle, Eunan Murray, Tony
Cannon, Benny Boyle, Seamus Campbeil. Back
row: Denis Lyons, Dénal Boyle, Joseph Boyle, John
Cannon, Leo Murray Seén Boyle, Padraig Byrne,
Pat (Dearg) Byrne, Charlie McDevitt.




e ek s==mm played nearly all of their

CoEmell s

= " up on February 2lst,
B 3w -7 oo I-1 = Towney

e an Semdsy, March 7th, 1954, Carrick

et Colimmba) beat Glencolumbkille by
1t mmbkille.

QBT ba (Carrick) team was J.
Semmmm. §. MicGanley, F. O’Donnell, H.
el . O'Donnell, J. McHugh, E.
Cammmgtees, I Mcl anghlin, S. Keeney, F.
il S MicNelis, A. McNelis, H.
Phllips. £ Browne, S. Doogan.

The s Dhsarg team was a Gillespie
T B T 5

8 Gillespe=, John Gillespie, John 1.
Bl T. McoGinley, P. Ward, H.
Sllksme P Gallespie, C. Gillespie, N. Blaine,
Fale Gillespee, C. O Faolaoir, Bernard
Rl and | izm Heekin.

e Ce=rwck team then drew with
Salbelienmom 2 Towney (0-6 each) on
Sumiime. 10 Julv, 1954 in the Senior League

THHE W 30. 1954—?5 Front row, . to r.: Micky Cannon, Micky Haughey, Leo Murray, John Cannon,

and were defeated by Donegal at Towney by
2-4 to 0-5 on Sunday, 17th November, 1954,
and defated by Ballyshannon 6-2 to 2-5.

Kilcar had a team in the juvenile
competitions and they topped their section to
meet Killybegs in the divisional final of 1954.

On the county scene Frank O’Donnell was
still playing in the backline of defence and
they beat Monaghan in the junior semi-final
(Ulster) and then beat Tyrone in the Ulster
final and Frank O’Donnell kept the great Art
O’Hagan scoreless in this game.

Donegal then went on to beat Galway in the
All-Ireland semi-finals but were beaten by
Kerry 3-6 to 1-6 at Croke Park. Connell
McCauley of Killybegs also played on this
team.

In 1955 Domhnaill Mac Giolla Easbuic,
O.S., was still chairman of the South West
Divison and on the 1st of May Kilcar were
defeated by Dunkineely at Towney in the St.
Connell Cup by 0-9 to 1-5. Kilcar beat Ardara
at Towney in the same competition on the 8th

S Doagan. lgneachéan Murray, Joseph Boyle, Sean Boyle, Connie Hegarty. Middle: Pat Dorrian. Back
e mm =sgarty. Donal Boyle, Eunan Murray, Paddy McDevitt, Seamus Doherty, Paddy O’Donnell, Pat

B
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of May by 2-8 to 0-5 and on the 15th of May
they beat Glenties in Glenties by 0-6 to 0-2.

They were defeated by Ardara in Pearse
Park on the 22nd of May by 1-0 to 0-1. Kilcar
were leading 0-1 coming into the last quarter
when Ardara scored their goal. This was a
tough encounter and the Kilcar team on these
occasions was: C, Lyons, F. O’Donnell, E.
Cunningham, H. O’Donnell, S. McNelis, P.
O’Donnell, F. Gillespie, P. Carr, S. Doogan,
E. Browne, J. J. Lyons, J. Doogan, F. Carr,
S. McNulty, F. McNelis.

The League table 1955, 22nd May:

P W L Pts.
Kilcar 6 3 3 6
Ardara 5 3 2 6
Glenties 5 3 2 6
Dunkineely 4 1 3 2

Prominent on the refereeing scene at this
stage were J. P. McGinley and Michael
Erskine and Frank Gillespie.

Kilcar lost out in the play-offs of the above
league.

In the 1955 Championship Kilcar defeated
Glenties at Dunkineely by 3-5 to 1-3 on the
23rd July and they defeated Dunkineely by 3-
10 to 0-6 at Towney, but were beaten by
Ardara at Towney 1-5 to 0-4 on the 19th June
(Championship was on points system).

On the 21st April, 1955, there was a very
interesting old timer’s game between Kilcar
and Carrick which ended up with a score of 1-
5to 2-2.

The Kilcar team was J. P. McGinley, S.
Dorrian, P. O’Donnell, J. McBrearty, J. J.
Boyle, J. Gallagher, N. J. Doogan, J.
Doogan, M. Carr, M. Boyle, D. Carr, A.
O’Donnell, P. O’Donnell, C. Byrne, S.
McNulty.

Carrick: I. Byrne, A. Ward, J. Gillespie, J.
Carr, P. Carr, T. Carr, F. Carr, J. J.
Maloney, C. Boyle, D. McNelis, J. 7.
McNelis, J. Heaney, E. Boyle, T. Haughey.

Some of the above so calied “‘old timers’
were to play a large part in latter years for
Kilcar.

Kilcar could have gone further in the
championship of ’55 but on that day against
Ardara they were without Enda Cunningham
and Paddy McShane.

The panel changed slightly from game to
game from the following: C. Lyons, S.
McNelis, F. O’Donnell, H. O’Donnell, S.
McNulty, P. O’Donnell, A. Carr, 1.
Haughey, S. Doogan, E. Browne, F. McNelis,
;Fa. Gillespie, J. Doogan, F. O’Donnell, J. J.

Lyons, B. McShane, S. McLaughlin, E.
O’Donnell, H. Phillips.

Senior Championship Table, 1955:

P W L D Pts
Ardara 6 6 0 0 12
Kilcar 6 4 2 0 8
Glenties 6 2 4 0 4
Dunkineely 6 0 00 O

In the juvenile section of the South West
Division Kilcar defeated Carrick 6-2 to 2-3,
but were defeated by a bigger and stronger
Ardara team in the divisional final by a score
of 1-7 to 1-2 on the 23rd July, 1955. The
Kilcar team consisted of:

D. Boyle, S. Boyle, M. Haughey, I.
Cannon, P. McDevitt, J. Boyle, J. Hegarty,
A. Hegarty, L. Murray, I. Murray, E.
Doogan, J. Rafferty, M. Cannon, P. Byrne,
E. Murray.

Outstanding for Kilcar on the day was M.,
Haughey, J. Rafferty, 1. Murray, P. Byrne
and E. Doogan.

In the Minor Championship of 1955 Kilcar
defeated Ardara at Towney on June 12th by 4-
3 to 1-4 in a great game with great displays
from Brian Cotter and Seamus McNulty.
They then defeated Glenties on the 31s of
August at Glenties by 2-8 to 0-4, and Ardara
again at Pearse Park on the 14th of August by
0-7 to 0-6. THey finished the division with full
points but were defeated in the county semi-
final by Erin’s Hope 5-12 to 1-3.

The Kilcar team that day was P. Haughey,
Frank O’Donnell, C. Meehan, A. O’Donnell,
J.Boyle, S. O’Donnell, A. Gillespie, B.
Cotter, S. Tully, V. McNelis, Seamus
MecNulty, S. Cunningham, C. McLaughlin, S.
Hegarty, E. Doogan,

Emigration was a major problem at this
stage making it difficult to gather senior teams
and on the 28th October, 1955 the Donegal
Democrat had this to say:

““The recent exodus of young men from the
South West Donegal Gaeltacht will seriously
affect the Gaelic teams as well as the

- production of drama during the spring.

AMong the many young gaels who emigrated
were several prominent Gaelic footballers who
played with the Kilcar G.A.A. club”’.

On Friday, the 4th November, 1955, the
Donegal Democrat reported that the Kilcar
club reviewed the past year’s activities with
Dan Gillespie, O.S., as chairman and
Proinnsias Carr as treasurer. Mr. Gillespie
stated as follows, that:

“If they did not always reach their intended
goal, they should remember that a name for
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but it is to their credit that they came ouf of
the fray with flying colours and for this full
marks must go to their full back Big Frank
O’Donnell who gave an outstanding display to
earn the loud applause of Kilcar supporters on
the sideline”’,

The Kilcar team which played Ballyshannon
was as follows: J. Doogan, S. McNelis,
Francis O’Donnell, P. McShane, A. Carr, P.
O’Donnell, B. Cotter, S. Doogan, W.
Cunningham, J. J. Lyons, Sean O’Donnell,
E. Browne, F. Gillespie, S. O’Donnell
(Frank), C. McLaughlin,

The team which played Gaoth Dobhair in
the semi-final was: J. Doogan, S. McNelis,
Big Frank O’Donnell, A. McNelis, S.
O’Donnell, P. McShane, E. Browne, S.
Doogan, P. O’Donnell, J. J. Lyons, Sean
O’Donnell, C. McLoughlin, E. Doogan, P.
Haughey. Sub., F. O’Donnell for P.
Haughey.

The report on this games states that neither
team scored in the second half. Heavy rain
made football very difficult and Kilcar had
only themselves to blame as their forwards
missed easy chances. Kilcar were the better
fielders generally but Gaoth Dobhair were
most dangerous when they got going.

For Kilcar Big Frank, S. McNelis, P.
McShane and Eamonn Browne were
outstanding, as were S. Doogan and C.
McLaughlin also.

In the Championship Kilcar defeated
Ardara in Pearse Park 2-4 to 1-3 but lost to
Ardara in Towney 2-8 to 1-3. They defeated
Glenties 1-4 to 1-2 at Towney and in Glenties
2-1to 0-2.

TANAN-NEW YORK G.F.C. 1441957. John Brown (Ballymoon) 8th from left, back row.



This left Kilcar and Dunkineely joint top of
the division as follows.

Kilcar 8 points from 5 games.
Dunkineely 8 points from 5 games.
Ardara 4 points from 5 games.
Glenties 0 points from 5 games.

On Sunday, 28th of July, 1956 Dunkineely
defeated Kilcar 1-4 to 0-6 to win the division.
The game attracted a huge crowd with gate
receipts of £40, but the football produced was
not of a high standard due to the close
marking, keen tackling and strong wind. The
report also states that the Dunkineely goal was
a gift goal. The Kilcar team that day was: C.
Lyons, Frank O’Donnell, F. Gillespie, M.
O’Donnell, A. McNelis, P. McShane, A.
Carr, E. Browne, S. Doogan, P. Carr, P.
O’Donnell, A. Philips, A. O’Donnell, A.
McLaughlin, S. Keeney.

Sub., M. Byrne for A. Philips (injured).

Another important senior game plaved in
1956 on the 5th of August was a Kilcar
Carrick Selection versus a Dungloe Selection
at the Carrick Carnival on the new pitch in
Carrick with a result for Dungloe of 1-7 to 0-
(5

In the Minor Iniskeel Cup on the 17th of
March, 1956, Kilcar defeated Dunkineely by
4-3 to 1-5 at Towney.

On May 6th they defeated Dunkineely 1-6
to 1-3. Then in July they defeated Ardara 2-7
to 1-3. Kilcar defeated Glenties 2-8 to 2-6 at
Glenties to win the Iniskeel Cup.

The Kilcar team v Glenties was: J.
Cunningham, M. O’Donnell, P. Hegarty, M.
Ward, D. Cunningham, D. McNultv, P.
McNelis, S. O’Donnell, D. Lyons, M.
Haughey, C. Cunningham, C. McLaughlin,
S. McGinley.

In the championship Kilcar lost to Ardara
in the divisional semi-final by a score of 4-2 to
2-1.

Sean O’Donnell, Kilcar, was on the county
minor team versus Down in Castleblaney in
July, 1956. He played midfield along with
Eamonn Monaghan of Mountcharles. This
team reached the All-Ireland semi-final to be
beaten by Leitrim in Sligo.

The juveniles of 1956 were defeated by
Glenties at Towney in June 2-6 to 1-3. Then
they defeated Glencolumbkille by 5-9 to 2-5
and drew with Killybegs in August. Killybegs
went through from the section of the division
with maximum points.

The Kilcar team against Killybegs was: M.
Haughey, D. Boyle, B. O’Donnell, D.
Hegarty, A. Hegarty, P. McDevitt, B. Byrne,
5EO. Doogan, S. Byrne, I. Murray, E. Murray,

SHIELD WINNERS, 1957, COLAISTE EINDE
(Gaillimh), faoi 16: Brian Q’Byrne (Duinin) receiving
Shield. Also Charlie McFadden (Portnoo), Teague
McGinley (Gaoth Dobhair), Brian Campbell
(Drimarone), Semie Diver (Gaoth Dobhair), Tarlach
O Dochartaigh {Na Danaibh).

J. Cannon, C. Hegarty, B. McShane and J.
Boyle.

On August 3rd, 1956, there was a South
West Divisional Board meeting in Kilcar and
Proinnsias Carr, Michael Erskine and Padraig
Murray attended. Dunkineely were
congratulated all round on winning the
divisional championship and Kilcar the
runners up were thanked for their sporting
attitude.

FINANCE

In the late fifites the employment situation
was improved slightly as Gaeltarra Eireann
and the forestry kept some of the young men
at home and it was easier to gather fifteen
players.

COLAISTE EINDE (Gaillimh), faoi 15, 1957, Bac
row, from left: 2nd, Brian Campbell (Drimarone);
5th, Semie Diver; 6th, Frank Sweeney (The Rosses),
1st on right, Michéal Mac Giolla Easbuic (Dachtan).
Front row. from left, 1st. Clement Coughlan; 2nd,
Teague McGinley; 3rd, Brian O'Byrne (Duinin); 4th,
Terence Doherty; 6th, Joe McNuity (Cloughaneely).
1st on right, Paddy Kelly (Sligo).
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Doogan, C. McLaughlin, Big Frank
O’Donnell, F. Gillespie, C. Cunningham, S.
Wilson, P, Haughey

In the Championship Ardara beat Kilcar in
Towney in July 4-8 to 0-6. Kilcar had a very
depleted team missing Big Frank, Paddy
McShane, Eamonn Browne, Andy Carr Enda
Cunnmgham Sean O’ Donnel] Frank
Gillespie and J. J. Lyons.

In early August Kilcar turned the tables in
Ardara by winning 1-7 to 0-6 but there was no
luck in the later games. The team that
defeated Ardara on the 4th August, 1957,
was: Big Frank O’Donnell, D. Cunningham,
H. McHugh, J. Cronin, S. McNulty, E.
Browne, B. Gillespie, S. Doogan, C.
Cunmngham L. McLaughlin, P. Haughey, S.
Keeney, C. McLaughklin, Con Brady, J.
Cunningham.

Scorers for Kilcar were Con Brady 1-0, C.
McLaughlin 0-3, L. McLaughlin 0-3, S.
Doogan 0-1.

Absent from the team were P. McShane, F.
Gillespie, S. O’Donnell and N. J. Doogan.

The Minor team were beaten 3-3 to 2-5 by
Glenties at Towney on the 9th June and Kilcar
were reported to have had six St. Eunan’s
College players in their lineout. This team
congisted of M. Haughey, J. Cunningham, D.
Hegarty, A. Hegarty, S. Cannon, D. Boyle,
O. Mcintyre, J. Byrne, L. Murray, J.
Cunningham, S. Burke, S. O’Donnell, E.
Cunningham, J. Boyle. Sub., S. Carr for J.
Boyle.

In the Juvenile competition Kilcar were also
defeated by Glenties in Ardara in the
divisional final 1-3 to 0-5.

This team was: M. Byrne, J. Boyle, A.
Hegarty, S. Doherty, E. Cunningham, S.
McDyre, C. Cunningham, D. Hegarty, M.
Haughey, L. Murray, M. O’Donnell, C.
Murray, D. Boyle, S. Cannon and P.
O’Donnell.

On the County Junior team defeating
Tyrone in April 2-6 to 1-6 is P. O’Donnell,
Kilcar, and on the subs is S. Doogan and F.
o’ Donnell and they then defeated Derry 1-5
to 0-7 in May and the Donegal Democrat
report states:

“Paddy O’Donnell, Kilcar, who after a
slow start reached the heights in a pulsating
second half™.

Sean Doogan also played a big part in this
game and Frank O’Donnell replaced J.
McGettigan. Donegal were beaten by Cavan
in the final 3-6 to 2-2 in which S. Doogan
played at corner forward; Big Fran5k1



O’Donnell at full back and Paddy O’Donnell
at right half'back.

On Sunday, July l1st, 1957, a Dunkineely
selection playing Ballyshannon had at half
time a lead of 2-5 to 0-0 but lost to
Ballyshannon by a score of 6-4 to 3-7.

That Dunkineely selection was: L. Orange,
P. McShane (Kilcar), W. Cunningham, P.
Sweeney, J. Keeney (Ardara), B. Cotter, P.
McGuire (Ardara), T. Gallagher (Ardara), H.
Sweeney, S. Doogan (Kilcar), P. Brennan
(Ardara), C. Brady, S. McGuinness, Big
Frank O’Donnell (Kilcar), C. McLaughlin
(Kilcar).

At the selection of officers for the South
West Board on the 2nd of December, 1957
Mr. D. Gillespie, O.S., was elected as auditor
and at the County Board meeting on Tuesday,
Ist November, Frank O’Donnell was
transferred to Ballyshannon.

On the 16th of March, 1958, Ardara
defeated Kilcar at Towney in the St. Connell
Cup 1-2 to 0-3 and the Donegal Democrat
report had the following:

““Due to the emigration of so many of last
season’s personnel from both club areas the
respective teams were mainly composed of last
season’s junior, minor and juvenile players
and the game created a record for the Kilcar
venue by the fact that this was the youngest
senior team which donned the South West’s
club colours in its history — with an all round
average of 21 years for the fifteen’’.

Kilcar team and St. Connell Cup table.
Kilcar: M. Haughey, F. O’Donnell, J.

KILCAR SENIO

S, 1959. Front row, |. to r.: James Ward, Josie Gillespie, Joseph Boyle, Conell McShane,

Doogan, J. Haughey, E. O’Donnell, Paddy
O’'Donnell, S. McNulty, S. Doogan, S.
O’Donnell, P. Haughey, J. J. Lyons, C.
McLaughlin, A. Gillespie, N. Blaine, C.
Cunningham.

St. Connell Cup table:

P W L D Pts
Glenties 3 2 0 0 6
Ardara 2 2 0 0 4
Dunkineely 5 1 3 13
Kilcar 4 0 3 1 1

Later in June, 1958 Kilcar minors had an
easy victory over Ardara 1-7 to 1-3 at Ardara
in a game in which D. Ward was the
outstanding player on view, and the forwards
A. Hegarty, E. Murray, J. Boyle and C.
Cunningham  played in  delightful
combination.

The Kilcar team was: B. Cunningham, J.
Gillespie, D. Byrne, J. Cannon, M. Cannon,
P. O’Donnell, John Boyle, Joseph Boyle, M.
Haughey, A. Hegarty, E. Murray, M. Byrne,
C. McDevitt, P. McDevitt, C. Hegarty, C.
Cunningham, D. Ward.

Then in June 23rd, 1958, Kilcar minors
played Ardara in Towney in the championship
and this game was abandoned after half time
due to a penalty which was awarded to Kilcar
being questioned by the Ardara men.

On the 15th August there was a seven-a-side
at the sports day in Glencolumbkille in which
four teams took part, Carrick, Bogagh (Aodh
Rua), Malinmore and Kilcar Forestry. The
final was between the Bogagh team and the

Jimmy Cunningham, Cathal McLaughlin. Middle row: Packie Haughey, Seamus McNulty, Proinsias Carr,
Micky Haughey, Big Frank O'Donnell, Sedn Doogan, John James Lyons, Sean O'Donnell. Back row:
Connie Cunningham, Jimmy Doogan, Aodh O’Donnell, Paddy O'Donnell, Eamonn Browne, Gerry Breslin,

Dan Cunningham.
b2



U SNRE TP WANNERS, 13th September, 19 at Dunkineely. Front row, . to r.: Aodh O’Donnell, J.

. wewm. ®Smesmes Carr. Packie Haughey, Sean Doogan, Micky Haughey, Cathal McLaughlin, Jimmy
g Smce rowe Eamonn Browne, Michael Rodden, James Ward, Connie Cunningham, Josie
Sl ey Doogan, Gerry Breslin, Sean McGuinness, Paddy O'Donnell.

P i wm2s won by Forestry 0-5 to 0-
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opponents by yards to gain possession first or
to dispossess them when they had the
advantage. In this respect Kilcar’s Packie
Haughey, right half back, proved an adept in
anticipation. Time and again throughout the
game he robbed Donegal in many a promising
move. He had tremendous support in high
sure fielder Paddy O’Donnell and Seamus
McNulty on the other wing”’,

Then on Sunday, 23rd August Kilcar beat
Gweedore 1-8 to 2-4 in Glenties. Fitness again
saw Kilcar through in this game but Big Frank
O’Donnell got an injury on his knee that day
and needed four stitches. Frank Gillespie went
full forward and Leo Murray came on as
substitute. Michael Byrne came on as another
substitute that day and scored the winning
point.

That Sunday evening the venue for the final’
against McCumbhaills took quite a bit of delay
at the County Board meeting in Letterkenny.

After hours of talk and voting the unlucky
venue was chosen and it was Donegal Town.
During the voting process Kilcar and
McCumbhaills had agreed to Dungloe as a
venue but the voted venue could not be
altered.

Michael Erskine was the Kilcar delegate to
the forefront and he wanted the final
postponed for another week as some of the
players were not available but the County
Board meeting ruled that the game was to go
ahead the following Sunday.

Luck therefore was not with Kilcar this time
and McCumbhaills won the Dr. Maguire Cup
for the first time with a score of 2-7 to 1-6 and
led at half time by 2-5 to no scorgé



McCumbhaills had a goal by Des Griffin early
on and Michael Haughey, the Kilcar
goalkeeper, was injured and substituted in the
first half. This was another big blow to Kilcar
and they did not settle down until the second
half when they gave the McCumhaills
backline a tough time.

The Kilcar team that day was: Michael
Haughey, Jimmy Cunningham, Jimmy
Doogan, Aiden O’Donnell, Packie Haughey,
Paddy O’Donnell, Seamus McNulty, Gerry
Breslin, James Ward, Proinnsias Carr, Sean
Doogan, Cathal McLaughlin, J. J. Lyons,
Eamonn Browne, F. Gillespie. Subs., Aodh
O’Donnell for Michael Haughey, Sean
O’Donnell for S. McNulty.

This same McCumhaills panel (Erin’s
Hope) beat Kilcar in 1955 in the County
Minor semi-final.

In the League and St. Connell Cup Kilcar
defeated Dungloe 1-5 to 0-6 in Towney on the
11th of October. On the 8th of November a
game v Glenties in Glenties was abandoned
due to adverse weather. Kilcar defeated
Ardara in Ardara on the 8th of October 5-2 to
3-2.

In May, 1959 Kilcar were beaten by
Dungloe 2-5 to 1-7 at the opening of the new
park, Rosses Park, Dungloe.

There were many other results but the 1959
League was not completed until May 1960 and
the finalists were Kilcar and Dungloe. Kilcar
led all the way in this game at Glenties and
won 1-11 to 0-7. The Derry Journal of May
7th, 1960 states:

“As it was Kilcar proved themselves
superbly fit and their fitness really rold over

Front row, I. to r.: Eamo

nn Browne, Aiden .O Donnell. Cathal McLaughlin, Leo Murray, Sean O'Donnaell

Packie Haughey held hiQh with Charlie McDevitt
and Connie Cunningham in 1959.

the hour. In the first half they set a sharp pace
that Dungloe could not fully attain. In the
second half some of their men ran out of
steam but a couple of judicious switches
helped to ease things. Eamonn Browne was
one who had an active and successful first half
that he was unable to last the pace on the turn
over. But the switch with John James Lyons
sealed the gap ™.

Cathal McLaughlin scored the goal when he
soloed up the wing, evaded and side-stepped
Manus Ward twice and his high kick evaded
the Dungloe goalkeeper to rattle the back of
the net.

The Kilcar team that day was Michael
Haughey, Jimmy Cunningham, Jimmy
Doogan, Aodh O’Donnell, Packie Haughey,
Paddy O’Donnell, Eamonn Browne, Sean
O’Donnell and James Ward, Proinnsias Carr,
Gerry Breslin, Cathal McLaughlin, John J.
Lyons, Frank O’Donnell, Sean Doogan.

On the county scene at this stage Jimmy
Doogan was playing at full back with Cathal
McLaughlin in the corner and Paddy
O’Donnell was a substitute.

(Meenaneary), Packie Haughey, Sedn Doogan, Micky Haughey, John J. Lyons, Proinnsias Carr, Frank
Gillespie. Back row: Big Frank O’Donnell, James Ward, Jimmy Cunningham, Josie Gillespie, Jimmy
Doogan, Gerry Breslin, Seamus McNulty, Aodh O’Donnell, Sean O'Donnell, Paddy O’'Donnell.
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Fza hen Dungloe looked

like taking the initiative, when he soloed
through and scored the only goal of the game
with a deceptive shot from about 30 yards out.
Throughout the game, Sean Doogan and J. J.
Lyons in a hard-moving forward line led by
Frank O’Donnell, never relaxed in their
efforts.

Dungloe missed the services of Jim ‘C’.
Boyle in this game, but it is doubtful if even
his inclusion would have materially changed
the trend of the game, although even Kilcar
will concede that had not John Campbell’s
pile driving goaling effort been saved by
Michael Haughey in the second half, anything
might have happened, for that would have left
but a point between the sides. The Rosses men
put up a rare battle, but they were not

© altogether as well equipped as they used to be

to parry effectively the play of a superbly fit
Kilcar fifteen, playing with purpose and
determination. Dungloe erred too, on
occasions, in failing to send the ball on, or
holding it too long in solo efforts when
forwards were on scoring incursions. This did
not always pay off, but with the Kilcar
defenders fielding so well, even another
approach might not have brought great results
either.

In the centre half back position, Ownie
Boyle put in a tremendous display for
Dungloe, while full back Neil G. O’Donnell,
although labouring under a height
disadvantage in marking Frank O’Donnell,
could not be criticised for the effort he put
into his work. Nial McCole, at left full back,
was very much in the picture when Kilcar were
in their most dangerous attacking mood,
particularly in the second half, and when Dom
Murray came into the game for a period in the
second half, he showed all his genius for
spreadeagling a defence, but Kilcar rallied and
successfully weathered the storm.

HOW THE SCORES CAME

Dungloe looked well as they took the field
in their new red jerseys with white collars.
They faced the breeze, and soon Kilcar were
into their stride from a clearance by Eamon
Browne, and Proinnsias Carr opened the
scoring with a point. In the third minute,
Frank O’Donnell fielded high and sent the
ball to Sean Doogan, whose shot was
deflected for a ‘50° which proved abortive.
Kilcar kept up the attack, burt failed to score
again until the 7th minute when Frank
O’Donnell punched the ball over the bar from
a centre by Sean Doogan. Joe O’Donnell ansc%’



Sean O’Donnell led a Dungloe attack which
was nipped by Paddy Haughey, but Sean
Doogan shot wide. Spectators held their
breath as Frank O’Donnell fielded well in and
let fly a rasping shot, but the ball struck the
woodwork and was cleared. Kilcar had bad
luck in finishing before Sean Doogan sent a
sideline free to Proinnsias Carr who pointed
in the 14th minute. Two minutes later, Paddy
Haughey fielded the kick out and drove the
ball over the bar from about 40 yards, and
then Eamon Brown cleared to Proinnsias Carr
who again pointed, Frank O’Donnell sent io
Sean Doogan, who was fouled, and Cathal
McLaughlin pointed the 14 yards free in the
19th minute, to give Kilcar a two-goal lead. In
the 2Ist minute, John Campbell opened the
scoring for Dungloe with a point from a 14
yards free. A minute later, from a clearance
by Paddy Haughey, the ball went via Sean
O’Donnell to Cathal McLaughlin, who
pointed for Kilcar. Two minutes later,
MecLaughlin sent over one of the best poinis
of the game off a sideline free. Dungloe
rallied, but Eddie O’Donnell shot wide and
when the same player was fouled going
through John Campbell pointed the free in the
26th minute. Frank O’Donnell was fouled at
the other end, and Cathal McLaughlin
pointed the free to leave Kilcar leading (-9 to
0-2 at half-time.

DUNGLOE’S RALLY

Dungloe had an early point by John Camp-
bell off a free in the second half, bur this was
soon negatived by Gerry Breslin. Dom Mur-
ray replied with a point for Dungloe, who now
looked dangerous, and when Joe O’Donnell
sent the ball in, Campbell was again on the
mark with another free to leave the scores 0-10
to 0-5 in favour of Kilcar. Joe O’Donnell,
playing well, sent over another point for
Dungloe from well out, and when Murray
placed Campbell, he let fly a pile-driver from
close range, but Haughey brought off a
grand, cool save. Kilcar rallied and forced two
‘50°s’ which proved abortive. Dungloe came
through again, and Haughey saved from
Campbell. Twenty minutes had gone when
Cathal McLaughlin raced up the left wing in a
solo effort, beat his man on the turn and sent
the ball direct to the net from about 30 yards
out. Liam Kelly shot wide at the other end,
but Kilcar were all set on success and Gerry
Breslin stretched their lead with another point
in the 25th minute. Dungloe forced a “50°
5wshich was taken by Ownie Boyle, and again

Haughey saved well from Kelly. Near full
time, John Campbell pointed for Dungioe, to
complete the scoring.

The teams were:

Kilcar — Michael Haughey; Jimmy Cunn-
ingham, Jimmy Doogan, Aodh O’Donnell;
Paddy Haughey, Paddy O’Donnell, Eamon
Brown; Sean O’Donnell, James Ward; Proin-
nsias Carr, Gerry Breslin, Cathal
McLaughlin; J. J. Lyons, Frank O’Donneli,
Sean Doogan.

Dungloe — Packie Boyle; Seamus P
O’Donnell, Neil G. O’Donnell, Neil McCole;
Ben O’Donnell, Ownie Boyle, Manus Ward,
Joe O’Donnell, Liam Kelly; Sean McGarvey,
Eddie O’Donnell, Sean O’Donnell; Seamus
Maguire. John Campbell, Dom Murray.

Snippets

In 1954 Kilcar won the Inniskeel Minor Cup
by defeating Ardara in the final with a score
of 1-7 to 1-1 and the Kilcar team was: W.
Doogan, J. Byrne, S. McNelis, S. O’Donnell,
S. McNulty, P. O’Donnell, A. O’DOnnell, S.
Hegarty, B. Cotter, L. O’Donnell, L. O’Don-
nell, B. McNelis, P. Haughey, C. Cannon.

,On the Donegal minor team in 1954 was P.
O’Donnell and L. McLaughlin.

Playing in the McKenna Cup versus Tyrone in
1952 was Christy Hegarty of Teelin. Christy
also played with Mayo having quite a bit of
success.

In 1954 Big Frank saved Donegal with a last
minute point versus Monaghan.



“BIG FRANK”
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the junior final of 1948, when they were
defeated by Downings.

In 1952 he played beside M. J. (Mickey
Rua) Gallagher of Gweedore at midfield on
the first Donegal senior team to play in a
competitive game in Croke Park. Other local
players were Andy Carr of Portachran and
Conal McCauley of Killybegs. From 1952 to
1958 he played on senior and junior Donegal
teams winning one Lagan Cup medal and two
Ulster Junior Championship medals. In 1951
he won his only Senior County Championship
medal with Killybegs. His only success with a
Kilcar team was a league medal won in 1960.

He retired in 1961 but reappeared to play for

Jimmy Magee’s All Stars against a Co.
Donegal selection in 1977. He can still be seen
at lunchtime any school day defending the
goals against the “‘enemy’’ at Rockfield N.S.,
Ballyshannon, where he has taught since
leaving Pettigo in 1953.

Best player, Sean Purcell, Galway; best
Donegal player, Patsy Brogan ({Donegal
Town); best game, v Armagh, Clones, 1951;
worst game, v Kerry, Croke Park, Junior
final, 1956; most important score, 45 yard
free to level the socring in the last minute v
Armagh in Ballybay, 1954; his football idol,
James Patrick McGinley; most embarrassing
moment, allowed a ground kick by Joe
McCallum of Antrim to skid off his boot and
over the bar for the winning point (for
Antrim) in Corrigan Park, first round of the
Ulster Championship game, 1953. Only
regret, never won a county championship with
Kilcar; code of conduct, play hard, play fair,
forget all animosity afterwards. He thinks the
present Kilcar team is terrific and claims that
if they had a bit more faith in themselves they
would have won all the major honours for the
past five years.

Adh mor orthu!!

Snippet

Donegal were the Ulster Junior Football
champions in 1952 and on this team was
Frank O’Donnell. On the panel were Andy
Carr and Enda Cunningham. In the Ulster
final Big Frank was reported to have had a 70

vards kick out.
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MEMORIES FROM THE “GRAND

STAND”’

As Croke Park has its Hogan and Cusack
Stands likewise too Towney Park has its own
Grand Stand. This natural mound of solid
rock rises to a height of twenty or more feet
close to the touchline on the South side of the
Park.

Over the long years since Gaelic football
has been played at Towney Park, this has been
a vantage point from which to view the games
and so, needless to say, that on all days when
a match was being played, there was always a
clamouring to find a seat or even standing
room on this Grand Stand.

From early afternoon on a Sunday, when a
match was taking place, people were
assembling here in order to gain the best view
of the players. Many notable characters were
amongst those who came faithfully — Frank
(Jimmy Bhig) McNelis, Paddy Tim O’Gara
(Bradley), James Maloney, John (Pat)
Hegarty, Mick (Hannah) Carr and Thomas
Erskine. In later years these were joined by
Con Furey, Michael Driscoll, Tommy Diskin
and many other stalwarts of the G.A A

As the game progressed and battle waged

between the opposing teams on the playing
pitch so too did the battle wage on the Grand
Stand with all of these shouting words of
““Come On”’ and encouragement to their local
heroes. ‘‘Bradley”’, with stick in hand,
frantically trying to keep order on the
cheering crowd often found that his efforts
were of no avail. Some of these were so
engrossed in the play that they actually
believed that they were taking part and from
the action below they corresponded with
similar, action on the Grand Stand.

A story is recalled about a County Match
played there between Donegal and Armagh in
the Mid Thirties at which Mick (Hannah) Carr
was present. Mick, of course, believed that he
was actually playing in the Donegal Team and
in the days after the match he told everybody
that the was the one who gave the pass to the
great John O’Donnell who scored the winning
point for Donegal.

But if the Grand Stand had its own
characters so too had the opposite side of the
Park, which ran by the river-side, here were
58

Jimmy and Paddy Boyle, Paddy McGuire
(Johnny Shean), Johnny Murray, Paddy
Sweeney, John Jimmy Harry (Cannon) and
countless others too numerous to mention.
With cudgels stout these crossed the river and
took up their position on the touch line by the
river. There too battle raged to the hilt and
woe betide those who shiouted in opposition.

Ah! what memories, what Golden
memories of the past at Towney Park!!

The Grand-Stand and the River-side still
remain, but all of these characters of those
days are long since gone to their reward except
James Maloney who is still happily with us.

To the memory of those who are gone we
recall these lines:

““All, all are gone but still lives on
The fame of those who died,

All true men, like you men
Remember them with Pride.”’

Solus na ngloire da n-anama go 1éir!

A GROUP ON TOWNEY'S GRANDSTAND. Front
row, |. to r. Tommy McHugh, Paddy McShane,
John Browne, Michael O'Driscoll. Middle row: Jim
Gillespie. Michael Erskine, John McCauley, Eddie
McBrearty, Frank Browne. Back row, Paddy Carr,
Tommy McHugh (Muckross), Proinnsias Carr.




THE SIXTIES

==

S Segger. csgtsin of the 1958 League winning team with Cara Cunningham, Francis Cunningham, etc.



DEMOCRAT CUP 1959

In the build up to the Democrat Cup final,
1959, which did not take place until May 1960
Kilcar senior footballers had a few interesting
tussles because Dungloe, Glenties and Kilcar
finished with even points in the Division and
in the play-offs Dungloe beat Kilcar and
Kilcar beat Glenties. Both Dungloe and Kilcar
went through and Kilcar had a narrow escape
against Cloughaneely in the quarter final at
Dungloe where a punched goal by Jimmy
Doogan, who was at full forward, put a better
look on the scoreboard in the last five minutes
with a score of 2-5 to 1-4.

In the semi-final in April Kilcar beat the
defending League holders for the previous
two years, Letterkenny, 2-10 to 0-8.

“The Kilcar team seemed to be composed
of men of steel against whom wave after wave
of St. Eunan’s .attacks broke in vain®
(Donegal Democrat).

In the preview of the final on April 29th,
1960, in the Donegal Democrat it was stated
that both Dungloe and Kilcar had defensive
players well above the average and that the
forwards were evenly matched.

The men who fielded majestically in the
final were centre back Paddy O’Donnell, full
back Jimmy Doogan, Aodh O’Donnell,
Jimmy Cunningham, Packie Haughey,
Eamon Browne.

The Donegal Democrat hat the following in
Spotlight on the Gaels on the 13th May, 1960:
“KILCAR’S DAY OF TRIUMPH

Kilcar’s facile victory in the final of the
Democrat Cup competition certainly set the
South West Gaeltacht ablaze with enthusiasm
on Sunday week when scenes of great
Jjubilation were witnessed on the arrival home
of the victorious team and supporters. People
of all ages, men, women and children joined
in rejoicing the first senior county football
league victory for the club in a quarter of a
century.

A triumphant procession bearing the much
coveted trophy, the glittering Democrat Cup,
wended its way through the Donegal
highlands from Glenties to Ardara and on
through Killybegs by the winding road along
the verge of the picturesque Donegal Bay to
Fintra, Largy, Shalway and Bavin. The huge
convoy of cars carrying cheering supporters
presented a most impressive spectacle as it
streamed along the coastal road.

The procession was led by the car carrying

the captain of the team, Sean Doogan, who
ézoeld the trophy aloft. The cars bearing the

other members of the victorious team were
next in order. All were bedecked with flags
and buntings while most of them were
decorated in the St. Cartha’s club colours and
in all the number of cars was between fifty
and sixty.

The jubilation reached its climax as the
victorious team, club officials and supporters
made a triumpant entry into Kilcar town.
There the players who had already been
‘chaired’ from the park in Glenties were again
Jeted and extended heartiest congratulations
in complimentary speeches by club officials
and supporters.

This was a gala evening for the village and
district and one that will long be remembered
by those present for its enthusiasm and
excitement.”’

In March 1960 there were inter divisional
senior games in order to select a county panel
and many Kilcar players featured on the
South West Divison but only Paddy
O’Donnell, Sean O’Donnell, J. J. Lyons and
Cathal McLaughlin reached the final panel
and they were beaten by Derry in the Ulster
Junior quarter final on the 29 of March, 1960.

In the championship played in July Kilcar
met Ardara at Towney and short nine of the
winning league team won convincingly by 3-6
to 1-2.

The Kilcar scorers were Sean Doogan 1-3,
P. Carr 1-0, Connie Cunningham 1-0, Leo
Murray, P. Haughey and P. O’Donnell 0-1
each. This team with many new faces was M.
Haughey, J. Cunningham, S. McGuinness, S.
McNulty, P. Haughey, C. Brady, A. Hegarty,
E. Browne, J. Ward, P. Carr, S. O’Donnell,
L. Murray, J. Boyle, S. Doogan and C.
Cunningham.

Paddy McShane, who had returned from
the States, repaced Joseph Boyle in the last
five minutes.

In the next championship game Kilcar were
short five of their regulars and at Towney
went down 2-13 to 1-8 at the hands and feet of
Dungloe.

At Glenties on the 14th of August the
divisional play-off was held before a crowd of
approximately 4,000 and a gate of £140 where
Dungloe came out on top again with a score of
3-8to 1-5.

This team was short Paddy O’Donnell and
Gerry Breslin of the senior league winning
team.

Kilcar and Dungloe were also top of the
division in the league. Kilcar trounced
Ballyshannon in Towney 5-12 to 0-3. Lost in
Ballyshannon 3-2 to 0-4 but beat Dungloe
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Town committee, Frank Gillespie, N. J.
Doogan, P. McGowan, M. McGinley, Charlie
McDevitt, B. Boyle and S. Boyle; team
manager, S. Cronin, forestry inspector;
captain, Mr. F. O’Donnell; vice-captain, Mr.
C. McLaughlin; junior captian, Mr. F.
Gillespie; selection committee, N. J. Doogan,
Charlie Brady, Charles Cunningham, 8.
Cronin.

On Sunday, the 5th of March, Kilcar met
McCumbaills in the semi-final of the League.
In a preview of this game Kilcar turned down
Donegal Town as a neutral venue so confident
they were of their own performance. The
game was played in Ballybofey but Kilcar
were defeated 3-5 to 1-4. Harry Lafferty
scored a goal in each half and big Patsy
O’Donnell was Kilcar’s best player over the
hour.

That Kilcar team was M. Haughey, H.
Hegarty, J. Doogan, S. McNulty, J.
Cunningham, S. McGuinness, E. Browne,
Patsy O’Donnell, Charlie Brady, Josie
Gillespie, Paddy O’Donnell, C. McLaughlin,
P. Carr, F. O’Donnell, S. Doogan.

In the Senior League and Championship of
1961 Dungloe were again the masters in the
Division and Kilcar lost the services of their
main scorer Cathal McLaughlin (R.I.P.)
through injury. -

The Kilcar junior team played exciting
football in 1961 and defeated Ranafast in the
League in October by 8-8 to 3-1 with Connie
Cunningham at full forward scoring a massive
tally of 3-3.

Cathal McLaughlin was able to play junior
when he returned from injury in late 1961 and

early *62 and another great footballer came Oél1



the scene in 1961 from Laois and that was Des
Houlihan (R.I.P.)

Kilcar had good wins in the Junior League,
5-9 to 0-1 over Ardara in Ardara and 0-11 to
0-5 over Ballyshannon in Glenties.

The final of the Junior League competition
was played on the 15th of April, 1962, against
Castlefin in Donegal and what an ugly day
that was with the referee being assaulted after
the match. Kilcar were on top in all sectors
and won by 3-15 to 1-1. Castlefin’s goal was a
soft goal early in the first half.

The Kilcar team was Michael Gillespie, J. J.
Cunningham, Sean O’Donnell, Aidan
O’Donnell, Aodh Hegarty, Paddy O’Donnell,
Tony McGowan, Francis Cunningham and
Des Houlihan, Leo Murray, J oseph Boyle,
Cathal McLaughlin, Maurice Boyle, Barney
Cunningham and Connie Cunningham.

This was the first time that Kilcar won this
competition. During their junior campaign
sometimes referees had a habit of not turning
up at the appointed venue. This led to local
referees taking over and over robust play was
frequent. On one occasion the Kilcar team
refused to play which left officials in the
position of returning the admission money to
the large attendance.

Michael Byrne, R.I.P. (Bogagh) and Paddy McShane
(Kilcausey) returning from a 13-a-side at Pettigo in
the early 50's.

Kilcar had another outstanding year’s
football in 1962. They took part in a 13-a-side
tournament run by the County Board and had
a draw against McCumbaills early on by 39to
5-3. The Donegal Democrat states:

“Kilcar’s superiority at midfield where
Patsy O’Donnell towered above the
opposition was a big factor in their success. In
Houlihan they had a fleetfooted enterprising
Jorward who not only exploited openings but
made them. Cathal McLaughlin played well
Jor Kilcar but outstanding was Charlie Brady
who surprised the opposition by his dash and
6g‘!_zetermimrirm which never flagged.

Paddy O'Donnell (Cashlings), centre half back on
Junior team in victory over Castlefin, 1962.

TOWNEY 1960. Front row, |. to r.: lan Hegarty,
Micky Cannon, Sean Boyle, John Cannon
(Derrylaghan). Back row: Eunan Murray, M.
Haughey, Vincent Carr, P. Haughey, Seamus
Doherty.



L EDeE "L County Championship semi-final. Front row, |. to r.: Cathal McLaughlin, Sean
W fmees Cuemmimgeam. lan Hegarty, Michael Haughey, Paddy Gillespie, Joseph Boyle, Proinnsias
S Sws smuges. Des Howlihan. Back row: Eamonn Browne, Seamus McNulty, Barney Cunningham,
S s Ssmmess. Feesy 0 Donnell, Charlie Brady, Joseph Gillespie, Paddy O'Donnell (Cashlings), Jimmy
D Swsew O Dosmell (Bogagh), Jimmy Cunningham.
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free. The replay was again in Donegal Town
and this time on another wet day
McCumbhaills won by four points.

In the Democrat Cup League which began
in 1962 Dungloe and Kilcar qualified from
Section A to go into the semi-finals with a
points table as shown.

SECTION A P W D L Pts
Kilcar 6 5 0 1 10
Dungloe 6 4 0 2 8
Donegal 6 2 0 2 4
Ballyshannon 6 1 0 5 2

(Donegal Democrat, 9-11-"62)

Kilcar lost that one game on a very cold day
to Dungloe 2-7 to 1-6.

In the semi-final on the 6th of April, 1963,
Kilcar deféated McCumbhaills 1-8 to 2-3. This
was a very exciting game and as the Donegal
Democrat reporter saw it:

“A large crowd saw the South Westerners
come bang into the reckoning for honours
with four minutes of the second half gone
when Cathal McLaughlin centered the ball
which Joe Leper, the McCumhaills keeper
failed to hold and in the twinkling of an eye
the advancing Ian Hegarty had buried the ball
in the net”’,

Aodh O’Donnell and Paddy O’Donnell
played with some great fielding that day and
the move that won the game was the switching
of Aodh to centre half and Paddy to full back.

There were some tense moments at the end
when McCumhaills were two points behind
and were awarded a penalty which Miclg



SEVEN-A-SIDE IN KILLYBEGS, 1962, Front row, l. to
r.. lan Hegarty, Packie Haughey, Micky Haughey.
Back row: Hugh Byrne {team manager), Eamonn
Browne, Jimmy Doogan, Joseph Boyle, Leo
Murray.

Haughey saved and was injured in the
process. Patsy McGowan took over in goals.

Then on to the final against Dungloe who
had defeated Ballyshannon.

Kilcar were favourites for the title because
of their sturdy backline and Des Houlihan was
the spearhead of their attack but the final on
the 5th of May, 1963 did not live up to
expectations and Dungloe won 2-6 to 0-7.

In the 12th minute of the second half Kilcar
were out of contention when Sean Ferriter
scored a great goal for Dungloe.

The Kilcar team that day was: M. Haughey,
S. McNulty, P. O’Donnell, J. Cunningham,
P. Haughey, A. O’Donnell, C. Brady, B.
Cunningham, J. Gillespie, I. Boyle, S.
McGuinness, D, Houlihan, F. Cunningham,

CONTY FINAL DAY v McCUMHAILLS AT B

ALLYSHANNON,

SEVEN-A-SIDE WINNERS, CLAR 1963. Front row, |.
to r.: lan Hegarty, Joseph O’Boyle, Micky Cannon.
back row: Charlie Brady, Donal McNulty, Seamus
McNulty (Packie Haughey with camera).

P. O’Donnell, C. McLaughlin. Subs., Ian
Hegarty for F. Cunningham, Eamon Browne
for Patsy O’Donnell.

Conal McCauley was team manager in
those years.

On the county scene Donegal had a fine
team with Paddy O’Donnell, and Des
Houlihan featuring on the Junior team and in
July 1963 Des Houlihan played on the senior
team which beat Cavan to reach the Ulster
final with other great players like Sean
Ferriter, Frankie McFeely, P. J. Flood, Sean
O’Donnell, ete.

In the Championship of 1963 Kilcar had a
draw with the Dungloe team 2-7 to 3-4 in
Rosses Park and they won the replay at
Towney 1-11 to 2-5. Big man for Kilcar here

163. Front row I t r.: Des Houlhan,

Paddy Gillespie, Packie Haughey, Joseph Boyle, Sean Burke, Jimmy Cunningham, lan Hegarty, Sedn
McGuinness, Séamus McNulty, Francy Cunningham, Cathal McLaughlin. Back row: Eamonn Browne,
Paddy O’Donnell, Barney Cunningham, Patsy McGowan, Joseph Gillespie, Patsy O'Donnell, Aodh.
O’Donnell, Micky Haughey, Connie Cunningham, Charlie Brady.
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McCumbhaills won the McClafferty Cup 1-8 to
1-5.

New names to appear on the Kilcar panel at
this stage were Micky Cannon in goal, Conal
McShane and Michael Byrne. Killybegs
separated to form a junior team in 1964, and
results were poor at senior level. Glencolmcille
left to form a senior team for 1965. This
meant that the services of Cathal McLaughlin,
Francy, Barney and Connie Cunningham,
Paddy Gillespie, Josie Gillespie were lost.
Jimmy Doogan had a knee injury and
emigrated to London; Leo Murray emigrated
and Josie Boyle was laid off with a leg injury.
Some of the other players were “‘getting past
it’?,

But there was ‘light somewhere in the
tunnel’” and Brendan McShane was in charge
of the Minor team which was combined from
Glen, Kilcar and Killybegs.

One of the team, Proinnsias Byrne,
Doonin, was on the County Minor team with
Proinnsias Maloney of Carrick.

RETURNING FROM ‘SEVENS’ AT TOWNAWILLY.
Left to right: Sean Carroll, Charlie McNally, Sean
Doogan, Patsy McGowan, lan Hegarty, Micky
Maloney, Micky Breslin.

The Naomh Mhuire minor team beat
Gweedore in a tough encounter at Glenties in
the quarter-final and beat Inishowen in the
semi-final and went on to b eat Four Masters,
Donegal Town, 2-7 to 2-4 at O’Donnell Park,
Letterkenny, on the 13th of September, 1964.

Kilcar were hit by the ‘absence of three top
players which could not be released from St.
Eunan’s College and the half time score was 1-
4to 1-3.

Kilcar were strong at midfield where
Proinnsias Byrne and Sean McNelis put in
fine performances. Others to shine including a
strong defence were P. J. Maloney, J.

Fitzgerald, J. O’Sullivan and Tom McShane. .
8



KILCAR, CO. MINOR CHAMPIONS 1964. Front row, I. to r.. Micky Breslin, Barney

cintyre, Jimmy

Maloney, Sedn McGinley, Proinnsias Byrne (capt.), Sean McNelis, Con McShane, F. B. Campbell, Eamonn
McBrearty. Back row: Tom Fitzgerald, P. J. Maloney, Donal Cannon, T. Smith, Michael Doherty, Kevin
Gillespie, Hugh Kennedy, Seamus Campbell, Tom McShane.

The Kilcar team was: Donal Cannon,
Seamus Campbell, Kevin Gillespie, D.
Sheridan, Seamus Gillespie, Tom McShane,
P. J. Maloney, P. Byrne (capt.) and Sean
McNelis, T. Smith, J. Fitzgerald, C.
Haughey, Sean McGinley, J. O’Sullivan,
Michael Breslin.

The Kilcar scorers were: S. McNelis 1-2, P.
Byrne 0-1, M. Breslin 1-0, J. O’Sullivan 0-2,
J. Fitzgerald 0-1, T. Smith 0-1.

Added to the above playing panel were
Hugh Kennedy, Eamonn McBrearty, Bernard
Mclntyre, Con McShane, Phil Ward and the
Letterkenny trio of Michael Doherty, Francis
B. Campbell and Barney Mclntyre.

This particular minor team celebrated their
victory at a presentation in the Glenbay Hotel
on the 3rd of January, 1965, with Charlie
McDevitt as chairman and Michael Gillespie
as secretary and assistant to Mr. Brendan
McShane, team manager, was Mr. Joseph
O’Boyle.

In 1965 and 1966 Kilcar seniors failed to
win any game but managed at all times to field
a team. Sean McGinley, Umiskin, then ‘15’
played in goals and on the 31st of May they
were beaten in the Democrat Cup Senior
League by St. Columba’s at Glen by 2-8 to 1-
10. The Kilcar team then was: M. Gillespie, C.
Hegarty, A. O’Donnell, K. Gillespie, P.
Haughey, K. Browne, P. Byrne, E. Browne, I.
Hegarty, J. Dillon, Proinnsias Carr, M.
Byrne, J. Doogan, M. Cannon.

The wheel had turned full cycle very quickly
and Kilcar were at the bottom in 1967 when
only five turned up at the A.G.M. Everything
was at a low ebb — those present were not
available to hold positions — but then a little
égick! It was suggested that the club should

disband and join under the umbrella of the St.
Columba Club.

This seemed to do the trick and Sean
McGinley and Packie Haughey became
chairman and secretary respectively.

Those present at that meeting to carry on
against all the odds were: Sean McGinley,
Packie Haughey, Ian Hegarty, Charlie
McDevitt, Michael Gillespie.

Kilcar joined Killybegs in 1967 under Na
Fianna for both Senior League and
Championship and although they won no
honours they did quite well in the league and
in one particular league game they beat St.
Joseph’s in July, 1967, at Towney by 3-7 to 3-
2.

The scorers were Des Houlihan 2-2, D.
Lamb 1-0, Ian Hegarty 0-2, S. McGinley 0-1,
M. Byrne 0-1 and S. McNulty 0-1.

Also in 1967 Joseph Boyle played on the
Donegal Junior team in the Ulster
Championship and Donal Doherty played at
centre forward on the minor team.

A revival began in 1968 when Kilcar
dropped to Junior and reached the county
semi-final of the championship to be beaten
by Downings 2-11 to 0-4.

In the Junior League — having beaten St.
Columba’s — Kilcar then beat Termon in a
replay on the 20th of October in Ballybofey 2-
11 to 2-8. Paddy Cannon (Straleel) was the
hero of the day with a tally of 2 goals to his
credit,

Then Kilcar played Convoy twice in the
final — both were draws, the last game played
in Ballyshannon and the competition was
never finished — therefore Kilcar were joint
winners of the Junior League in 1968 and were
on the way back.



N e == wimch defeated Termon:
Seamms  MicNulty, Seamus
. Sewm Gallespic, Packie Haughey,
L I Hegarty, Eamonn

Proinnsias Carr,

ey Canmon John Quinn, Seamus
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. S Colemba’s U-14s under Gerry
B e Cherfe [ yons (R.ILP.) won the
e - 0E opfe wath the help of Aodh
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oy

PRSI S8 S 1983 Front row, | to r., — —, Barney McLaughlin {Teelin), Jackie Rush (Castlefin),

Gallagher, M. O’Donnell, M. Byrne, I.
Hegarty, S. Gillespie, M. O’Donnell, Subs.,
H. Shovlin and P. Carr.

In the Minor football Iniskeel Cup the
Kilcar team comprising of players from Kilcar
and Glencolumbkille won the final in Glenties
defeating Rosses Rovers 4-2 to 0-8 — having
defeated Killybegs in the semi-final by 4-18 to
0-3.

This team consisted of D. McBrearty, S.
Shovlin, H. Shovlin, B. McIntyre, B.
McNelis, A. McGuire, J. Cunningham, B,
Hegarty, J. McGinley, M. O’Donnell, M.
Carr, A. Cannon, E. Gillespie. Subs., J. J.
McBrearty, S. Cannon, S. O’Donnell, E.
Craig.

On the county scene Michael O’Donnell
(Kilcausey) played at midfield on the
Vocational team and Danny Gillespie was a
substitute on the county minor team.

Joseph Boyle and Con McShane (Teelin)
played on the Donegal Junior team and Ken
Browne, the Wicklow player who took up a
teaching post in Carrick, also played for
Kilcar at this stage.

The late sixties were not very successful in
Kilcar on the football field and even the
jerseys were changed quite a lot. The Na
Fianna team of 1967 wore white and Kilcar
wore white that particular year as well. In
1968-°69 it was green jerseys (white collars)
from Gaeltarra Eireann — but it was back to
the blue and gold the following year and into
the seventies.

e ey Salwoofeyl Jackie Reilly (Ballybofey), Christy Boyle (Glenties), Frank McLaughlin
il e Susis ICassiefnl. Donal Boyle (Dungloe). Back row: Barney Coyle (Gaoth Dobhair), Enda
e Mnemcssiesl J Eardy (Glenties), Joe Shovelin (Ardara), Pat Harvey (Frosses), Seoirse
e S, Sy Doogan (Kilcar), Micky Duffy (Letterkenny), — —, Peadar Duffy (Letterkenny),
S Saee Lo, Phonsie McNelis (Teelin). John Kelly (Ballybofay).
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NA PAIRCEANNA i dATAMHNAIGH

Pdirc peile maith go leor, gidh go rabh sé
goirid, a bhi i dTamhnaigh 6 na triochadai ar
aghaidh agus bhi neart scriofa faoin suiomh
dlainn agus an radharc alainn i mB4
Thamhnaigh leis na ‘“Grandstands’’ ar gach
taobh. -Bhi grinneal gainimhe aige a bhi i
geonai tirim agus bhi sé réasunta reidh. Duirt
Sean Séamus Mac Niallais, nach maireann, go
mbiodh daoine ag iascaireacht sidin on
““‘Grandstand’ agus go dtigeadh an taoide
anios ar an léana. Roimh na ficheadai chuir
muintir na h-aite clocha méra amach i gcoinne
a taoide le h-asail agus le cairteanna. Lion sé
suas le gaineamh na tra agus togadh balla
stroighne cois na h-abhann i 1950/°51 sa
doigh nach mbeadh briseadh agus réabadh a
dhéanamh ar an talamh. Bhi Seosamh O h-
Eochaid (Gillapy) i gceannas na n-oibrithe.

Ag deireadh na gcaogadai agus ag tiis na
seascadai, bhi méran leoraithe agus tarracoéiri
ag togdil gairbhéil agus gainimhe 6n tra. Mar
gheall ar seo bhi an taoide ag ithe giota
indhiaidh giota den talamh go dti nach raibh
faghta ach tuairim dhd dtrian den gnath
phdirc imeartha. Ni raibh sé sastil i gcoir
cluichi do dhaoine fasta gidh go raibh sé
measartha maith do na buachailli 6ga.

Fuair Micheal Og Mac Phaidin, Teachta
Dala agus Seanadoir, bas i 1958 agus go luath
i 1959 tiondladh cruinnii sa phardiste agus
piocadh coiste sa bhaile agus i gcéin le éacht
¢igin a dhéanamh i gcuimhne Mhichil Oig. Ar
an choiste sin bhi Aodh O h-Eigheartaigh,
Cathaoirleach; SeAn Mac Amhlaidh, Runai;
Brid Ni Bheirn agus Aodh Mac Giolla
Chearra, Cisteoiri; Brid Nic Aoidh, Tomas
Mac Giolla Chearra, Sean P. O Coilin agus
Séamus O Créinin.

Ceannaiodh piosai talaimh reidh in aice na
h-abhna 6 fheirmeoiri Thamhnaigh agus
bronnadh ar an chlub piele iad. Rinneadh a
lan pibre ansin, ag glanadh clai, ag glanadh
driseoga, ag togail clocha agus ag déanamh
diogacha. Tugadh Pairc Chuimhneachéin
Mhicheail Oig Mhic Phaidin air agus
oscaldiodh é i Mi Linasa 1964 le cluiche in
¢adan an Chlochan Liath. T4 ardmholadh ag
dul don choiste seo mar gan a gcuidin is docha
nach mbeadh péirc imeartha né fid foireann
ag buachailli an pharoiste inniu.

Bhi pairc da gcuid féin ag Cili Charta ach
bhi deacrachtai leis mar go raibh sé doiligh an
t-uisce a bhaint den phdirc nuair a bhi an
aimsir fliuch mar gheall ar suiomh agus luf an
talaimh, mar gheall ar an cineal créaféige agus
Snslar gheall ar an toide ag dul isteach sna

diogacha nuair a d’éirigh sé. Ni raibh sé
sabhailte peil a imirt ann sa gheimhreadh né
san Earrach d4 mbeadh an aimsir go holc. Ni
raibh an phairc leathan go leor go hairithe ar
an taobh in aice BA Thamhnaigh, rud a d’fhag
cluichi dian le caighdean iseal peile agus
muintir Chill Chartha caillte ar phairceanna
glc’_)rﬁ Bhéal Atha Seannaigh agus Bhaile B6
eich.

CARNAN NA gCLOCH

Ar an taobh eile den abhann 6n phéirc peile.
seo bhi muileann (mill) ar Ard a Mhuilinn.
Bhi an aimsir tirim — ni raibh go leor uisce le
roth an mhuilinn a’ thionntadh — osclaiodh
diogacha 6 loch Mhin Ui Chanainn agus o
loch na mBrad4n. D’oscail na spéartha an
oiche sin — thainig an oiread sin uisce ina
thonntracha anuas an abhainn gur thog sé an
muileann leis idir corp agus cliteacha agus
d’fhag sé cuid mhor de na clocha ar thaobh na
pairce den abhann. Bhi siad ansin ina charnan
go dti 1963. Creid & né na creid!

Snippets

In the Minor championship semi-final in
1964 Kilcar defeated Carndonagh at
Ballybofey with a score of 2-6 to 0-4. The
Kilcar team that day was: D. Cannon, S.
Campbell, K. Gillespie, F. B. Campbell, P. J.
Maloney, C. McShane, M. Doherty, P.
Byrne, S. McNelis, T. Smith, T. McShane, M.
Breslin, J. Maloney.

In 1966 St. Patrick’s was formed and
entered a senior team in the Senior
championship. This was a combination of
Kilcar, Glen and Ardara. In their first game
they defeated Dungloe by 1-10 to 0-7 at
Sandfield. The St. Patrick’s team then was:
D. Cannon, S. McNulty, J. Ferris, J. J.
Doherty, S. Gillespie, C. Diver, C. McNelis,
P. O’Donnell, D. Keeney, J. Boyle, P. O.
McNelis, D. Houlihan, S. Gillespie, J.
Doogan, M. Byrne.

In 1963 Des Houlihan won a McKenna Cup
medal with Donegal and scored 1-1 versus
Cavan in the Ulster championship.

In 1963 Patsy O’Donnell was the star

midfielder on the Donegal U-21 side which
reached the Ulster final.



THE SEVENTIES

12 decade on a quiet note
e v indication that a major
memtenes by Kilcar footballers was near.
' - round of the Donegal Junior
piel "emswe N. Muire, Kilcar, defeated
Mt Colimmba at the Parish Park, Cashel.
. mmiva led at half t;meOltoOZ The
| FO plenty of thrills for the
= many fine passages of good
Scorers for N. Mhuire were M.
S -I. S. Gallagher and M.
SR and M. Byrne 0-1.
in, Kevin Gillespie, S.
, C. Hegarty, I.
O’Donnell, F. B.
, M. Byrne D.
, M. Gillespie, H.

smues Dooegal had reached the Ulster
; T J with Hugh Shovlin,
¢ half back.
I : ensive work of Naomh
- wach sullified practically all the
Ardara forwards in the
EEtmime smee=s of the hour played a major
. wre's victory by 2-8 to 2-4 when
e mer @ the Donegal Junior League at
=cden Memorial Park. Kilcar

- Wz S er i-2, H. Shovlin 1-0,
ey B2 C garty, T. Doherty, M.
e ) 0-1 each. On the last

zomh Columba defeated

mET a2t 1 arish Park, Cashel, in
= S soumed of the Junior Championship.

B e W MBwmire were leading 1-5 to 1-2

e Cofsmba finished stronger and

- wers on the score of 3-5 to

- R mrbsmen were B. Cotter, 1-4, M.

conditions Naomh Mhuire
2 Rovers in the Junior
e Ihe sides were  evenly
: the first half but ten
i half Kilcar went on a
goals in as many
WINNers Oon a Score
for Kilcar were S.
ic who after a long
e Specball was showing signs of his
T T ?.ffff:—: as Charlie Brady.
= . — Naomh Mhuire 1-
gly good football
s e competition for
e Sery Miemorial Cup which was

played on Ascension Thursday evening in
continuous rain on a field covered in pools of
water. Halt time socre was Glenties 1-5, N.
Mhuire 1-3. Kilcar had Jimmy Cunningham

.and Josie Gillespie as guests.

Seamus Gallagher was a sub on the Donegal
U-21 team for the first round of the
championship. Danny Gillespie had an
excellent game at centre half forward for
Donegal Minor team in their championship
game against Cavan.

In the Senior Championship Rosses Rovers
had an easy victory over St. Patrick’s, a
combination of Kilcar and Glencolmcille.
Rosses Rovers, the home side, ran out easy
winners on a scoreline of 4-8 to 0-5. St.
Patrick’s team: M. Gillespie, F. B. Campbell,
S. Boyle, C. McShane, I. Hegarty, C.
Hegarty, S. Gallagher, J. Gillespie, 8.
Brennan, M. Byrne, F. Cunningham, P. J.
Mclntyre, D. Cronin, M. O’Donnell, J.
Cunningham. The second leg of the Senior
Championship took place in Parish Park,
Cashel on July 5th. The game was played in
semi-gale force conditions with the home team
having the advantage of the wind in the first
half. In complete contrast to the home
forwards during the first half the players in
the visitors front lines proved by far the better
finishers. They scored several long range
points and therefore deserved their 1-7 to 1-3
victory.

Kilcar minors registered a 2-13 to 1-0
victory over Killybegs in the Minor
Championship at Towney. Spectators were
few, and continuous rain rendered the pitch
very greasy and what was expected to be a
close exciting game became a one sided affair.
Kilcar scores were B. Hegarty, M. O’Donnell,
B. Cunningham, M. Carr, D. Gillespie.

During 1970 young players such as Seamus
Shovlin, Danny Gillespie, M. O’Donnell
(Bogagh), M. O’Donnell, Ballymacfadden,
Hugh Shovlin and M. O’Donnell, Largy, were
maturing very quickly alongside the more
experienced players.

Kilcar got off to a bad start in '71 with a
defeat at the hands of Ardara on Sunday, 21st
February. The final score was Ardara 2-10,
Kilcar 2-9 which meant that Ardara were the
winners in this section of the Junior Football
League.

On May 16th Gweedore defeated St.
Patrick’s 4-12 to 0-5 in the final of the Seni(ég



Gaeltacht competition at Magheragallon and
secured the trip to Cork on June 4th.

Donegal U-21s were beaten by Tyrone in a
thrilling first round game on a score of 1-10 to
1-8. Danny Gillespie had an outstanding game
at centre half forward and Michael O’Donnell
was a sub.

By August Kilcar had reached the semi-final
stage of the Junior Football Championship
having disposed of Glencolumbkille in an
earlier round. Their opponents were Inch and
the game was played at McCumbhaill Park,
Ballybofey. The result was a win for Kilcar 3-
14 to 0-1 in a one-sided affair. Inch tried hard,
with McGee and Boyle doing their utmost.
The losers were simply outplayed in every
sector by a team that was both fast and fit and
could combine excellently. Danny Gillespie
was a tower of strength at centre half back
and Sean McGinley at midfield both able to
make and take scores. Sustained pressure
throughout the first half saw Kilcar lead at the
interval 1-8 to nil and they continued to add a
further 2-6 in the second half. Scorers for
Kilcar were J. Boyle 2-1, P. Cannon 1-2, S.
McGinley 0-5, S. Gallagher 0-4, M. A,
O’Donnell 0-1 and C. Hegarty 0-1. The Kilcar
team was Seamus Gillespie (Muckross),
Seamus Campbell, F. B. Campbell, Seamus
Shovlin, Donie Cronin, Danny Gillespie, Ian
Hegarty, Hugh Shovlin, Sean McGinley,
Seamus Gallagher, Paddy Cannon, M. A.
O’Donnel, M. O’Donnell, Connie Hegarty
and Joseph Boyle.

One outstanding feature of the game was
the re-emergence of the blue and gold colours

of to-day after a long absence.

On Sunday evening, 8th August the 1961
and 1971 teams met at Towney Park. The *71
team dominated matters for a long period
during the first half and held an interval
advantage of 2-1 to 1-2. They increased their
lead in the early stages of the second half but
in the last quarter the game took a dramatic
change when the veterans almost completely
monopolised the exchanges, working out the
defects and completely swamping their
opponents adding 5-7 to their opponents 2-3.
The 1961 team’s victory was a magnificent
achievement having regard to the fact that
most of them ceased playing over a decade
ago. Scorers for the winners were Big Frank
O’Donnell 4-0,, Sean Doogan 1-0, Sean
O’Donnell 1-0 with the points shared by Josie
Gillespie, Cathal McLaughlin, Charlie Brady
and Paddy O’Donnell. Outstanding in
defence were J. Doogan, S. McNulty, A.
O’Donnell, P. O’'Donnell and P. Haughey.

Teams: 1961: Patsy McGowan, Seamus
McNulty, Jimmy Doogan, A. O’Donnell,
Sean Doogan, Paddy O’Donnell, Charlie
Brady, Josie Gillespie, Eamonn Doogan, Sean
O’Donnell, Cathal McLaughlin, Big Frank
O’Donnell, Michael Byrne, John J. Lyons,
Packie Haughey. Sub., John Cannon for P.
McGowan.

1971: S. Gillespie, S. Shovlin, F. B.
Campbell, S. Campbell, D. Cronin, D.
Gillespie, 1. Hegarty, H. Shovlin, Michael
O’Donnell, S. Gallagher, M. O’Donnell, M.
Byrne, S. Gillespie, C. Hegarty and M.
O’Donnell.

JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS 1971 with County Chairman, Tom Walsh. Front row, I. to r.: Paddy

Cannon, Donie Cronin, Hugh Shovelin, Seamus Gallagher, lan Hegarty, Micheal Gillespie. Back row:
Micheal O’Byrne, Micheal O'Donnell (Kilcausey), Sean McGinley, Francis B. Campbell, Seamus Shovelin,
Danny Gillespie, Seamus Campbell, Mickey O'Donnell (Bogagh). Connie Hegarty (capt.), Donie Doherty,
Joseph Boyle, Packie Haughey, Seamus Gillespie and Proinnsias Carr.
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: HE 1961 TEAM AT A SPORTS DAY IN 1971. Front

L row, . to r.: Cathal McLaughlin (RIP), Sedn O'Don-
. nell, Sean Doogan, Frank O'Donnell, Charlie Brady,
* Packie Haughey, Aodh O’Donnell. Back row: Jim-
£ | my Doogan, Eamonn Doogan, Josie Gillespie, John
| Cannon, Patsy McGowan, Seamus McNulty, Proin-
L nsias Carr, Michael Byrne, Paddy O'Donnell.

S B Foosiell Championship final with a point from a 14 yard free. The final
B Wlcer zmd S:. Michael’s score was Kilcar 2-6, St. Michaels 0-7. Once
SR was plived om the last Sunday again Danny Gillespie towered above all his

. e 2 Srw half of sizzling teammates in the Kilcar side with Seamus

I e = B9 1-2 10 04 but Kilcar Campbell and Sean McGinley also showing to

I netlime paee the better to achieve a advantage. The cup was presented to the

—EmE T Do TeEts zio. wen Kilcar captain Connie Hegarty by the
chairman of the Donegal G.A.A., Mr. Tom

Ml s awessiadowed by the tragic Walsh.

SR . Wctset™s Club vice-chairman,

S Pk Gl Denfanaghy, who was Teams, Kilcar: Seamus Gillespie, Seamus

SNDEITTT E Te TETC Shovlin, Francis Campbell, Seamus

Campbell, Donie Cronin, Danny Gillespie,

B Gt half Ian Hegarty, Hugh Shovlin, Sean McGinley,
h‘-. TWT o "‘-e: a9 ‘Iililir-car’:rgarfl) 3 Seamus Gallagher, Paddy Cannon, Michael
-.-" m"&‘?'_&:_: N s Bovic O—Iy A. O'Donnell, Joseph Boyle, Connie
. - 7 = ) 2 Hegarty, Michael O’Donnell.
B WSl @1, while P. Haughey
SR . The cerming point of the
RN came o She 120h minute after a St. Michaels: John Mulligan, Monty

ALcorn, Mick McColgan, Frank Kelly,
Seamus Greer, Hugo Devine, Brian

" I J d uy McGinley, Gerry Hannigan, Noel Toyne, P.
P mE W D T & j J. McFadden, Kevin Dunlop, Joe Noone,
e R i Neilly Gallagher, Joe Carroll, Henry
e et Dome Doberty for J. Boyle. Shannon.

M e e w=] “or znother Kilcar People of Kilcar will argue for many years

mniromet'S. Celesme “mered ofF the scoring to come that this was the turning point in thﬁ



JUNIOR PLAYERS AT 1971 DINNER DANCE. Front row, |. to r.: Seamus Gillespie, Seamus Gallagher, lan

Hegarty, Connie Hegarty, Packie Haughey, Donie Cronin, Proinnsias Carr. Back row: Sean McGinley,
Michael O'Donnell (Kilcausey), Martin Gillespie, Donie Doherty, Joseph O’Boyle, Seamus Shovlin, Francis
Campbell, Bernard Shovlin, Micky O'Donnell (Bogagh), Micky Byrne, Seamus Gillespie, Seamus Campbell,
Paddy Cannon, Danny Gillespie, Michael Gillespie, Hugh Shovlin.

club’s history but there is no doubt that the
71 team is the backbone of the club at
present, both on and off the field.

Having won the Junior Championship the
team had to automatically go Senior (no
Intermediate Championship at that time) for
the ’72 Championship. In the first round
Kilcar were away to a team comprised of
Junior clubs of the North Division. Having
been beaten rather easily on the last Sunday in
May in Falcarragh, revenge was exacted in the
home leg on June 25th on a scoreline of 2-9 to
0-7. The replay was played on the first Sunday
in July in Glenties. Kilcar ran out easy winners
with Sean McGinley outstanding.

So to St. Eunan’s in the second round who
were one of the top teams in the county at that
time. St. Eunans boasted inter county players
in Michael Sweeney, Anthony Gallagher, Joe
Winston, John Hannigan and Paudge
McGowan (Leitrim). Kilcar put up a good
show but in the end had to give way to a
stronger and more experienced St. Eunan’s
team that went on to win the championship.
The score that day was Kilcar 1-6, St. Eunan’s
2-7.
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1971_ .JUNIOR CAPTAIN, CONNIE HEGARTY
receiving the Cup from Tom Walsh, County

Chairman, at the annual dinner dance in Abbey
Hotel.




ETIENIE =T U1 TEAM AT DINNER DANCE IN ABBEY HOTEL. Front row, |. to r. Tommy
WS Jwme Caer. Hugh Shovlin, Ighneachén Cannon, Paddy Gallagher, Denis McBrearty. Back row:
S © Dweemel. Jobn J. McBrearty, Seamus Doogan, Seamus Cunningham, Martin Gillespie, Seamus
el Wichest Can, Bernard Shovlin, James McGinley, James Cunningham. Sedn Cannon, Michael

B Sits pesticipation in the U-21 accomplished performance by an under-age
s> = 72 provided a new team that I have ever seen’’ with the Donegal
B for the future and gave the clib Democrat reporter’s description as ‘7he best

display ever seen by an under age team in

s smressfel run in under-age in our Done PR fem

B . gal.”” High praise inded for a truly
SRS S Nowember they had reached the magnificent performance. Kilcar scorers were
i wiee e seponents were Convoy. The M. A. O’Donnell 0-7, M. Carr 1-4, M. T.
SR S was 2 amazing 6-15 to 0-5 in O’Donnell 1-2, B. Shovlin 1-0, A. O’ Donnell
RS Ssemar. The Derry People reporter 0-1, A. Cannon 2-0, D. Gillespie 1-1. At
BNl S zamec as  “‘the most the end of the match the Charles Kelly

3
e

P

T DSOS, TET3 AT GLENTIES: Front row, I. to r.: Seamus Gillespie, Eamonn O’Donnell, Seén
S S Coneme. Hegh Shoviin, Tommy McFadden, Ighneachan Cannon, Denis McBrearty, John
e S e Wictessl Soyle, Cara Boyle, Danny Gillespie, Michael O’Donnell (Ballymoon), Michael
e Wcmesew’. Wictael Carr, Aodan O'Donnell, Seamus Shovlin, Seamus McBrearty, John G.
S s Wi Fsdden. James Cunningham, Aodh Cannon.
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GLENTIES 1973: Presentation of U-21 Cup to baptain, Hugh Shovlin, by conty chairman, Tom Wa'lsh.

: i W & i s : S R

THE FIRST BOATYARD (KILLYBEGS) TEAM, 1972, TOWNEY. Front row, I. to r.: Sedn Hegarty, Patsy Fisher,
Peter Shovlin, Pat Boyle, Charles O’Donnell, Hugh Shovlin, Michael O'Donnell, Danny Tully. Back row:
» Martin Gillespie, Eugene Byrne, Patsy McGowan, James Cunningham, Seamus Shovlin, Denis McBrearty.



Cwp was presented to the Kilear
Siagh Showlin, by Mr. Paddy Hoey,
L Belall of the Donegal Minor
e Bllcar s=am was: Seamus Doogan,
Ssmmem. Seamus  Shovlin, Dinny
Bhagh Shovwlin, Martin Gillespie,

mememm, Danny Gillespie, M. A.
#Langymore), Michael Carr, M. T.
, 2 EHcsesey), Aiden O’Donnell,

P Csmmem, Bermard Shovlin, Ignatius

O

seccsssfully  defended  the
m December °73. The beaten
#s =me were Four Masters,
e & sooee line of Kilcar 1-5,
B8 e Bad eleven of the previous
: M ey with the addition of John
By MicFadden, Peter Conroy.
B el | s interesting to notec’
Wi Emed out in that final five
et gur @ the 1982 County final.
». Demny Gillespie, Aodh
Micheel Carr and Tommy
‘ Soie Car would have been
Dl mpery kept him out. Four
' (e of thewr *73 U-21 team in
t Sbendiem Martin, Enda Mullin,

¢ Mlicar Semior team did not fare
- i ame g2me carly in January
IR pute 2 few regulars they were

M. Joseph’s, who were then
¥ ==, by a score of 6-16
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PEweE oo county panel
Qumm, Dasny Gillespie,
Ml Casr and Michael

WNNERS OF ALCORN CUP, BALLYBOFEY, 1973. Front row, |.
Sugeme Syme. Pat McBride, Terry McNulty, Martin Gillespie, Ighnea
- #w Bowle. Noel Dorrian, James Cunningham, Seamus Shovlin, Patsy Fisher, Michael O'Donnell,
Sl Showlin, John McCloskey, Hugh Shovlin,

o r.. Peter Shovlm, Dinny
chan Cannon, Danny Tully.

On the County U-21 panel was Michael
Carr, Aodh Cannon and Dinny McBrearty,
and on the Minor panel was John Carr and
Tommy McFadden.

The Killybegs Boatyard brought home the
factories title on the st of October, 1973, by
defeating St. Conal’s Hospital by 1-10 to 1-4.
‘This Boatyard team had a large Kilcar
influence with D. McBrearty, S. Shovlin, H.
Shovlin, M. Gillespie, M, O’Donnell, 1.
Cannon.

In the ’74 Championship Kilcar met St.
Joseph’s (Ballyshannon-Bundoran) in the
semi-final at McCumhaill Park, Ballybofey.
Kilcar were beaten by a strong St. Joseph’s
team that included inter-county players such
as Alan Kane, Pauric McShea, Ray Sheerin,
Brian MCcEniff, Declan O’Carroll, Martin
Carney and Seamie Granaghan. The final
score was Kilcar 1-9, St. Josephs 2-14.

The U-21 team were going for three-in-a-
row and the Derry People headlines were
“Kilcar completed a hat-trick of U-21
Championships when they defeated
Glenties”. Surely a great achievement which
poses the question can any other club match
this achievement at this age-group. Eight of
the previous year’s team were on duty with
newcomers John G. Campbell, John
O’Donnell, Stephen O’Donnell, Michael
O’Donnell (Ballymoon), Francie Cannon,
Seamus McBrearty and Michael Doherty. The
match was played in Fintra and the final score

read Kilcar 2-8, Glenties 0-4, e




The stars for Kilcar that day were Aodh
Cannon, M. Carr, D. McBrearty, Aidan
O’Donnell, T. McFadden and Seamus
McBrearty.

Kilcar scorers were M. Carr 1-3, P. Conroy
1-0, A. Cannon 0-3, E. O’Donnell and S.
McBrearty 0-1 each.

In 1974 Donegal defeated Down in the
replay of the Ulster final at Clones with
Michael Carr at corner forward and Danny
Gillespie and John Quinn among the
substitutes.

The Kilcar senior team were under the
management of Dan Cunningham in 1974 and
were in third position in the League. Seamus
Gillespie was manager of the victorious U-21
three-in-a-row team; the Minor team reached
the county semi-final stages of the

3

SCOIL NAISIUNTA CILL CARTHA 1974. Front, I. to r. V

Championship and a Junior team was fielded
in the Championship.

In a tournament for National Schools at
Ballybofey a young Martin McHugh was
voted player of the tournament and Kilcar
N.S. won the old Sliabh League Trophy which
was now used as a trophy for local National
Schools.

The final of this League was between Kilcar
N.S. and Cashel N.S. with a final score of 2-3
to 0-3. Kilcar scorers were J. McFadden 1-2,
Christy Gillespie 1-0, M. McHugh 0-1.

Kilcar team: Gerald Shovlin, P. Bourne, A.
Erskine, C. Cannon, M. McHugh, 7.
Cunningham, P. Hegarty, V. Hegarty, James
McFadden, James Carr, P. Diver, John Joe
Carr, Maurice Carr, Christy Gillespie,
Cornelius Diver.

ernon Hegarty, Michael Carr, James McHugh liai

Hegarty, Frankie Doogan, Cornelius Diver, Frankie O’Donnell. Middle row: James Carr, Charlie Cannon,
Padraig Bourne, Gerald Shovlin, Martin McHugh, Maurice Carr, Alan Erskine, Christy Gillespie. Back row:
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John Hegarty, Pat Diver, Peter Hegarty, Sean McHugh, James McFadden, John Doogan, Paul O'Donnell.




» aof 1975 at the A.G.M. the
B e sliecsed as officer: Chairman,
e wic= csrman, Donie Doherty;
Fommmmms A Carr; ass. secretary,
==y, P. Carr; PRO, Paddy

= — semior, M. Gillespie; U-
e mumor, H. Shovlin and D.
- and U-16, B. Campbell.
e Sedds 1975 started on a
Wl e wmming of the Donegal
il @efeaning Ardara 2-7 to 1-6
Sawers 1-16 to 2-5 at Gaoth

s Gaeltacht tournament at
Slicer were narrowly beaten by
s bt then went on to win

Esmmmering the Mayo side in
Ml weme woted the most exciting

e L

W2 SAELTACHTA GAOTH
Ty MicFadden wonders — will
e BNp m=e or “what a gang of

W& SAELTACHTA GAOTH
ame Wicras O Donnedl.

COMORTAISI NA GAELTACHTA GAOTH
DOBHAIR, 1975. Front row, l. to r., John Quinn,
John Carr. Back row, Seamus Shovlin, Michael
Carr.

SEVEN-A-SIDE WINNERS, KILLYBEGS, 1975. Front
row, . to r.: Sedn McGinley, Michael Carr, Seamus
Gallagher. Back row: Danny Gillespie, Denis
McBrearty, Michael O'Donnell, John Carr. “Who is
the little boy at the side’’?

Having now got to the Championship semi-
final Kilcar faced the might of St. Joseph’s.

Putting the game into perspective it was
probably the most important game that they
played in the seventies in that it heralded the
coming of age of the u-21 three-in-a-row..

Although they lost narrowly on that August
day in Donegal Town, St. Joseph’s not only
went on to win the county final very easily but
won the Ulster club championship and played
the Connacht and Leinster club champions
and beat both. -



The following is the report that appeared on
the game. Just look at the names on which St.
Joseph’s could call

15th AUGUST, 1975

“St. Joseph’s again qualify for the county
Jinal when without the injured Pauric McShea
and Brian McEniff (who is in Dublin) they
defeated a very youthfully talented Kilcar side
on Sunday.

It was played in Donegal before a fair sized
attendance. St. Joseph’s deserved their victory
but were given many anxious moments by a
Jit, fast Kilcar outfit, who in the second half
looked very good while on attack. St
Joseph’s looked the better outfit in the first
half and had run up a six point lead by half-
time. The Kilcar defence looked a bit suspect
during this half but the winners’ goals seemed
blessed when goals looked inevitable. Kilcar
looked a shrewd side in the second half when
their short-passing movements gave the Sr.
Joseph’s defence many anxious moments.

However, they missed many chances and
the goal they so badly needed to pull them
back into contention came far too late in the
game.,

One of the exciting features of the game was
the exciting tussle at midfield between Martir
Carney and Charlie O’Donnell. The Kilcar
player more than matched the county player
all the way through and if he continues to turn
in performances like this the countv selectors
will have no hesitation in finding a place for
him in the county team.

Seamus Shovlin was steady at full-back in
the Kilcar defence while Denis McBrearty and
Sean McGinley also defended well. Charlie
O’Donnell was the star of the team at midfield
while he got good support from Danny
Gillespie, Aodh Cannon, particularly when he
moved out from full-forward in the second
half. Paddy Cannon and Michael Carr were
the most dangerous in attack.

Seamie Granaghan opened the scoring with
a poini, Paddy Cannon replied and then
Granaghan had another point. Thomas Quinn
had another for Joseph’s who were dominant
at this stage, and Sean Gallagher pointed for
them from long range. However, it was not all
one way and after a quick breakaway ir ended
with Aodh Cannon punching over for Kilcar.

Joseph’s goal came in the 14th minute. Billy
Gavigan out on the right played a short ball fo
John Gallagher who made some ground
before passing to the unmarked Teddy Kane
who had no difficulty in Jinding the net from
%’ose range. St. Joseph’s had a close shave

when a ball hit the upright and bobbled about
in the square before it was cleared.

Aodh Cannon scored a great point for
Kilcar in the 17th minute when he converted a
sideline kick. St. Joseph’s replied per Conor
Carney. Aodh Cannon then hit the post with
Alan Kane well beaten. Billy Gavigan and
Carney (free) scored further points Jfor
Joseph’s before Declan Carroll had to rush
back to clear a shot off the goal line. Just
before half time T. McFadden scored a point
to leave it St. Joseph’s 1-7 to Kilcar 0-4.

S. Granaghan began the scoring in the
second half with D. Gillespie replying. In the
2Ist minute a high lob from the right was
punched to the net by Aodh Cannon — only
three points between them. M. Carney then
scored another free. Kilcar staged a rally and
M. Carr reduced the arrears and with three
minutes left Michael M. O’Donnell scored
their last point. )

H. Kennedy, S. Gillespie, S. Shovlin, D.
McBrearty, J. Carr, M. A. O’Donnell, S.
McGinley, C. O’Donnell, D. Gillespie, M.
Carr, M. M. O’Donnell, T. McFadden, P.
Cannon, A. Cannon, S. Gallagher. Subs., D.
Cronin for J. Carr, M. Gillespie for M. A.
O’Donnell.

In the League on the 6th of July Kilcar were
in third place with 10 points from 7 games
behind Gweedore and Glencolumbkille. Then
by the 26th of July Kilcar were on top in the
League with victories over Urris 4-9 to 2-3 and .
St. Eunan’s 4-13 to 1-6.

The team at this stage was: Hugh Kennedy,
M. Gillespie, S. Shovlin, D. McBrearty, J.
Carr, S. McGinley, T. McFadden, D.
Gillespie, C. O’Donnell, M. Carr, M.
O’Donnell, S. Gallagher, D. Doherty, A.
Cannon, P. Cannon.

In late August Kilcar defeated St. Funan’s
again by 3-17 to 2-9 but there was a lot of
controversy in Gweedore on the 5th of
September when the referee recorded the final
score as 1-7 to 0-9 and Goath Dobhair
officials claimed it to be 1-6 to 0-9. Later the
Donegal County Board voted in favour of
Gaoth Dobhair but the Ulster Council
rejected this and the matter ended with Kilcar
getting the two points.

Kilcar had a great forward machine in this
year with later games won over Urris 3-13 to
1-5 (on the journeys to Urris there were some
great picnics around Buncrana); victory over
McCumbaills 4-12 to 0-6 and Kilcar clinched
the League by defeating Gaoth Dobhair 2-3 to
1-1 at Fintra on the 1st of December.



| Lemgee winch was home and away
L e gEmes, one to Four Masters at

' 2 Geacolumbkille away.
§ il B remembered for the great
£ ™ Doms= Doherty ten minutes
= cimched the game for Kilcar.
o e best goals seen in Fintra
mile=f sbowm in footballing circles
e =mm was: H. Kennedy, Martin
Ml Semmas Showiin, Denis McBrearty,
. Demow Gillespie (capt.), A.
. Sesm McGinley, C. O’Donnell,
oy MicFadden, S. Gallagher,
. D Cammon. Sub., I. Hegarty

s s Bess thar day were John
B mmm Cavoll, Neilly Gallagher,
I E=mney.

game &2 Golden Grill Cup was
u» Demmy Gillespie, the Kilcar
M Fosmews Cunningham, N.T.,
e Coamey Board.
- @immer dance on Friday, 2nd
B . awer 200 patrons turned out
u» de ==m’s success in 1975,
e occmsmon Gaeliarta Eireann
e mmm members with specially
Sr BlEzers and ties in the club

{ wom the McKenna Cup with
et Se=m MicGinley playing and
amd Jobm Quinn among the

p i saeresses of 1971 to 1975
§ Mex 2 Semior Championship
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Wiilise Joe Canningham.

ST CHAMPIONS IN PHILADELPHIA. Included are John Quinn, Michael Carr, Finian

secretary and PRO, and Proinnsias Carr was
treasurer. The senior team carried a lot of
injuries from the ’75 campaign. In April
Kilcar shocked the reigning All-Ireland
Gaeltacht holders by defeating them 0-8 to 1-
6

In the Championshiip first round Kilcar
were defeated by St. Joseph’s 0-4 to 2-6 and 0-
13 to 0-10.

Further trouble appeared with a car
accident outside Omagh when a car travelling
to a county match was in a bad collision,
injuring Michael Carr and Seamus Gallagher.

Also injured were Kieran Keeney of Ardara
and team trainer, Austin Coughlan of
Frosses.

In August 1976 a Kilcar/Glen combination
played a county selection in aid of the crash
fund set up for the players and in October
Derry defeated Donegal 4-13 to 1-5 at Fintra
in aid of the same fund.

In 1976 on the 3rd of October the Killybegs
Boatyard again won the inter firms cup
defeating Courtaulds, Letterkenny, by 2-13 to
0-3.

This team was: D. McCalliog, H. Shovlin,
S. Shovlin, D. McBrearty, S. O’Donnell, P.
Fisher, P. Breslin, N. Dorrian, M. Gillespie,
P. Boyle, M. O’Donnell, K. Boyce, T.
McFadden, C. O’Donnell, E. Byrne. Sub., I.
Cannon,

Due to the injury problems of 1976 it was
decided to enter a second adult team in all
competitions in 1977 so that there would be a
back-up of players for the first team. With
emigration decreasing and local industries
expanding there was an upward trend in the
population and there was a lot of young talent
looking for extra activity on the playing fields.

In the Senior Championship Kilcar had
problems overcoming the challenge of
Killybegs in the first round, drawing one of
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the games 1-5 to 2-2 with a late goal by
Michael Carr, who was back in action, saving
the day.

They advanced to the quarter final only to
be beaten by St. Columba’s on the 10th of
July at Fintra. The Kilcar goalie Terry Murray
saved a penalty in this game but it was not
enough. The Kilcar team on that day was: T.
Murray, D. McBrearty, S. Shovlin, D.
Cronin, M. Gillespie, J. Quinn, J. Carr, D.
Gillespie, C. O’Donnell, M. Carr, S.
Gallagher, T. McFadden, F. Cannon, M.

- O’Donnell, S. McBrearty.

In 1978 Kilcar met McCumbhaills in the first
round of the Championship and lost 2-12 to 1-
5 away and 2-4 to 0-7 at home. This team was
M. McFadden, M. Gillespie, D. McBrearty,
D. Cronin, M. Carr, M. A, O’Donnell, J.
Quinn, C. O’Donnell, D. Gillespie, M.
O’Donnell, S. McGinley, S. O’Maille, F.
Gallagher, T. McFadden and F. Cannon.

In August 1978 Kilcar had advanced to the
U-21 semi-final to meet Glencolumbkille. This
game was played at Fintra Park with St.
Columba’s the victors by 2-8 to 1-3.
Outstanding for Kilcar were Declan
O’Donnell, Tommy McFadden, Martin
McHugh, Charlie Byrne and Timmy Driscoll.
The Kilcar team was: M. McFadden, S.
Brady, j. O’Donnell, M. Carr, D. O’Donnell,
T. McFadden, S. O’Donnell, J. McFadden,
C. McGroarty, P. Gallagher, C. Diver, M.
McHugh, C. Byrne, G. Doherty and T.
O’Driscoll.

On April the 21st, 1978, Derrylaghan N.S.,

McNelis of Ardara.
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under the leadership of James McBrearty, McFadden, M. A, O’Donnell, M. McHugh,

HERTFORDSHIRE 1973 who played in Athletic Grounds, Cor

N.T., lost the two teacher nine-a-side final
narrowly to Glenfin.

In 1978 the Senior team fared well in the
League and by the 28th of April they had
played eight games and won all of them. On
May Ist they lost their unbeaten run to Gaoth
Dobhair in Towney 1-13 to 1-8 and lost to
Ballyshannon 2-15 to 0-9. This knocked Kilcar
out of the League and they lost their last three
games.

There was close liaison between the junior
and senior mentors all through these years and
players were helped and encouraged to move
from junior to senior when the need arose.

Seamus Gillespie was in charge of the
second team in 1977. Ian Hegarty in *78 and
'79 and S. Brady in the early eighties.

In 1979 on Sunday, 3rd of June, Kilcar had
St.  Columba’s, the reigning county
champions, in the first round of the
championship. The Democrat reported “‘that
the game lived up to all its pre-maich billing
with the teams producing a hard Jought and
thrilling match which kept the large crowd on
their toes throughout.”’

After a very close and hard fought battle
the teams were level 0-5 each at half time in
the first game in Towney. The second half was
similar with Kilcar winning by 0-10 to 0-9.
Kilcar’s marksmen were M. McHugh 0-6, F.
Cannon 0-1, A. Cannon 0-1, C. O’Donnell 0-
1, M. Carr 0-1.

Kilcar team: M. McFadden, T. McFadden,
D. Gillespie, M. Gillespie, P. Conroy, M.
Carr, J. Quinn, A. Cannon, F. Cannon, P. J.

. which includes Sean McGinley and Eamonn




S McGmley, M. T.
Sae. C MoGroarty for P.

k= St Colmmba’s gained
e e 2-00 to 1-9 but due
Sefifme am illegal player
mumner-final where they
e amitaslls by 1-11 to 1-8

EE charge of the
s supee amd they had a great
The I =2gue was won from
m amd the final game was
s & Fammra On the day the
ey was mot available but a
msed I &8s place.

= was 2 faarly successful time

for Kilcar with a lot of activity on the home

fygnt and good representation on the county

sides.

1972 Hurling, Ulster Junior Cup winners —
Des Houlihan.

1974 Ulster Final, Football v Down., M. Carr
(19 yrs.) Scored a point. Subs., D.
Gillespie, J. Quinn.

1974 All-Ireland semi-final v Galway. M.
Carr playing. Subs., D. Gillespie and J.
Quinn.

1975 McKenna Cup winners. M. Carr
playing. Active sub., S. McGinley.
Subs., D. Gillespie and J. Quinn.

1979 Ulster Senior finalists v Monaghan. M.
Carr playing. Subs., A. Cannon, T.
McFadden.
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it Oemober, 1974, Carrick won
el Schoals final under fifteen by
' 32wl

P Tk om the day were M.
By, Maurice Carr and C.

sy M. Lvowns, C. Diver, G.
e, J. MicGinley, M. Hegarty,
& MicGanley, M. McIntyre, M,
Spme., J. McGinley, E.

SR 996, Camrick Vocational
B e U106 schools title, again
bw3Swi-2.

. ¥. Bwree, S. Cunningham,
B Csmmmeiam M. Carr, C. Gara,
b B MGy (1-0), J. McFadden,

. C. McGroarty (0-1), M.
P Wosk (1-0), M. Mclatyre

-

mm 7T om the 12th of June
pm e U-17 title again defeating
L ap B2 wmh Jimmy White as

s were Barvy McNelis (1-5),
k. M. MicHugh (0-5), P.
A MicGmley (0-1) and F.

: = off the t=ams on all these
was Femnos B. Campbell and in

JCK VOCATIONAL SCHOOL IN THE

November 1979 Carrick Vocational School
became Vocational champions again
defeating Milford 0-7 to 1-2 and the Carrick
team was: F. Byrne, J. O’Gara, S. Carr, J.
McHugh, Gabriel O’Donnell, Kieran
Cunningham, Michael Curran, Francis
Doogan, S. Curran, John Doogan, Alan
Erskine, P. O’Donnell, P. Mclntyre, T.
Jones, G. Breslin.

BALLET IN FINTRA with a watchful referee.



AN PHAIRC UR PEILE

i dATAMHNAIGH

Sa bhliain 1979, shocraigh fo-chumann
C.L.G. Chill Chartha gur chéir pairc ar
imeartha agus seomrai feistis a thogail. Bhi sé
soiléir ag an am narbh fhéidir aon fhorbairt
ceart a dhéanamh ar an phairc a bhi in usaid
mar go rabh si r6-bheag agus ba mhinic i bog
agus fliuch. Socraioch forbairt a chéanamh ar
an phairc eile cois farraige.

Go luath sa bhliain 1980 piocadh Coiste
Foabairt na Péirce chun dul i gceannas ar cibé
obair a bhi le déanamh agus an obair sin a
chur i gerioch. Ar an choiste sin bhi Micheal O
Beirn, Padraig Mac Dé4ibhéid, Muris O
hEigheartaigh, Cathal O Dénaill agus Michéal
Mac Giolla Easbuic.

Rinne siad suirbhé ar an phdirc agus
cuireadh isteach ar scéim don oige agus
socraiodh gur bh’fearr na rudai seo a leanas a
dhéanamh:

1. Balla laidir a thogail ar an taobh amuigh
den phdirc le i a shabhail 6n fharraige.

2. Connraitheoir a fhostti leis an obair ar
an phairc a chriochni.

3. Talambh in aice na pairce a cheannacht.

4. Seomrai feistis a thogéil.

5. Bealach-isteach Gr agus carrchlos a
dhéanambh.
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TWNEY FIELD READY FOR THE BIG DAY

6. Pionuir liathroid ldimhe agus cuirt i
gcoir cispheil a dhéanamh.

I rith na mblianta 1975-’79 tégadh cupla
monarca sa pharoiste agus baineadh cuid
mhér  clocha agus ‘créafdige as an
dubhshraith. Nior ligeadh an t-abhar sin amt
baineadh usaid as leis an phairc ar a leathnu
agus a chosaint on fharraige.

Bhi Michedl Mac Giolla Easbuic agus
Cathal O Dénaill ag coinneail suil ar an obair
forbartha i rith an ama seo. Ceannaiodh cupla
piosa talaimh 6 She4n Mac Phaidin, Sean O
Beirn, Sean Mac Niallais agus 6 Shean O
Baoill. I dtosach bhi achar 87 méadar f4 147
meéadar san phairc uilig, rud a d’fhag ait
imeartha thart ar 82m x 137m.

Tamall in dhiaidh sin rinneadh roinnt obair
chun cloch mhér a bhi i gcoirnéal amhain den
phairc a bhaint amach agus mar gheall ar seo
cuireadh 23 meadar eile leis an fad a bhi ann,

Anois ta 4it imeartha 82m x 150m ach ni
cheadaitear ach 9im x 146m agus cinnte is
pairc imeartha ijontach mér é Pairc
Tamghnaigh.

|




Siad na iontadaithe nua a ceapadh i gcoir an
phairc nua na — Prionnsias Mac Giolla
‘Chearra (Cill Chartha), Aodhan O
hEigheartaigh, Michéal Mac Giolla Easbuic
(Cahtaoirleach C.L.G. din na nGall),
Michéal O Frinneadha (Runai C.L.G.,
Combhairle Uladh) agus Liam O Maoilmhichil
(Ard Stiurthoir C.L.G.)

Tégadh na seomrai feistis sna blianta 1978
agus 1979 agus tamall in dhiaidh sin (1981)
leathnaiodh iad chun go mbeadh nios mo
spais iontu.

Bhi Alphonsus O’ Doénaill (R.I.P.) i
geeannas ar an obair ar an phdirc imeartha —
ag cuir dioga isteach barr-chreafég agus ag
cur siol féir. )

Bhi Séan S. O Laighin i gceannas ar an
bhuion a bhi ag togail na seomrai feistis agus
cuireadh Padraig (% h-Eochaidh i gceannas ar
an seomrai feistis chun iad a choinnéal glan
slachtmhar nuair a bhi siad criochnaithe.

San bhliain 1983 le cuidiu scéim éile don
b6ige faoi cheannas Dhoncha Mac
Cuinneagain (An Srath Laoigheoil), deisiodh
an sean-bhalla a bhi in aice na habhna agus
ardaiodh an balla fosta san doéigh nach
mbeadh an taoide ag teacht isteach. Tégadh
geaftai ar an bhealach isteach agus cuireadh
balla sreanga thart ar an phairc imeartha.

Bhi Micheal Mac Giolla Easbuic gnothach

=3 2T oo ooncae @ Shaam s ik
SDOImTET BT cmmrnar =ie Wi O S
Pacraiz Mac Dmitmed Cafid

Muss O Ernesrmgn seer an Chewe

Forbartha = ssill

Ta ard mhoizd mnilte oy o o s @
bhart an obair omrac® = st & SR T
an chuid is mé de m= nife 2 B = Eanmm"
déanta ach chun zn beslach Snemch e =
carr chlés a chriochns, fmeecihs @ il S
na fir ionaid agus Dz @ thopall de

liathréid laimhe agus s
Sna bhliain 1984 le cuidn
togadh seomra chun beili a chur zr & wr &
cluichi agus siopa beag.
Ta ard-mholadh tuillte ag an cofste s=o
fosta as ucht na h-oibre até ar sial z2co 2gus =

Dhénaill, Martina Ni Dhonaill, Eithne N:
Choilin agus Concepta Ni Dhugéin.

DERRYLAGHAN N.S.

Derrylaghan won the Donegal two-teacher
National Schools title in 1979 under the
leadership of James McBrearty, N.T. The
team: J.J. McCloskey, Fintan Cunningham,
David O’Donnell, Neil Sweeney, Roger
McShane, Neilly Cannon, Kevin Lyons, Mark
McShane.

Dressing Rooms and Tea Rooms and examining the sod on August 5th, 1984,




STAR BALLROOM & FESTIVAL COMMITTEE IN 1872, Front row, I. tor.: lan Hegarty, Micky Byrne, Joseph

O'Boyle. Back row: Michael Gillespie, Michael O’Donnell, Francis Campbell, Hugh Shavlin, Charlie
McDevitt.

84 Micky Byrne and lan Hegarty, long serving players of the 60's and early 70's.



THE EIGHTIES

Bringing the history of C.L.G. Cill Chartha
up to the present day, is indeed a pleasant
task, because in the four years of this decade
the club has achieved a level of success that
has only been surpassed by very few clubs in
the county in the history of the G.A.A

1980

The Senior Championship had always
eluded Kilcar down the years but 1980 was to
be the year that the Dr. Mc Guire Cup was to
make that historic journey to Kilear, to find a
fitting home, in a small rural parish, that had
kept the ideals of the G.A.A. alive down
through the years.

Having beaten Ballyshannon 1-10 to 0-10 at
home and 1-12 to 0-8 in Ballyshannon we
easily overcame the challenge of Rosses
Rovers in the quarter-final with a scoreline of
2-17 to 0-3.

In the semi-final our opponents were
neighbours and arch-rivals Naomh
Columba, Glencolmcille, the venue was
Fintra and - the match lived up to all
expectations.

Glen had the upper hand in the first half

and led by 7 points at half time. All seemed

lost but slowly we clawed our way back and
goals from Francie Gallagher and Peter
Conroy put us a point ahead with two minutes
to go. Martin McHugh added another from a
sideline kick — the final whistle sounded —
we had reached the county final for the first
time since 1963, with a scoreline Kilcar 2-9,
Naomh Cholumba 1-10.

Our supporters travelled in hundreds to
McCumhaill Park, Ballybofey, for the county
final against Ardara, with flags, hats and
banners bearing the blue and gold.

Michéal Mac Giolla Easbuig, County Chairman, presenting the cup to senior captain, Sedn McGinley, 1980.



The game itself was worthy of any co. final.
Ardara were firm favourites to take their first
co. title since 1928, but Kilcar had different
ideas — and althought they got off to a shaky
enough start, 0-3 to 0-1 down after ten
minutes, we soon drew level and took the lead
for the first time in the 15th minute with a
point from Charlie O’Donnell, a lead that we
were not to lose until the final whistle
sounded.

Fr. Sean Gallagher summed up his
impressions of that final in a very suitable
way.

“The abiding memories for me will be the
ten points scored by young Martin McHugh,
the fielding of Aodh Cannon and Danny
Gillespie, the catching of John Quinn, the
rugged grit of S. McGinley, the two points of
Charlie O’Donnell, the tight marking of
Dinny McBrearty and Tommy McFadden, but
above all it was the memory of Michael Carr
that will be cherished as long as the blue and
gold of Kilcar are worn. The splendour of his
Jfielding, the accuracy of his shooting and
passing, the uncanniness of his anticipation,
as if the ball was attracted to him like a

*
{

magnet, and the sheer grace and poetry o f his
deer-likeruns . . .

The Dr. McGuire rested in Kilcar — it
wasn’t alone Kilcar that rejoiced but all
genuine football lovers ™,

A fitting tribute indeed to a team that was
dedicated and fit; to a team manager lan
Hegarty whose life revolves around football,
and the scenes in Kilcar on that memorable
night will never be surpassed.

The Kilcar team that lined out on that
historic day was: Maurice Carr, Tommy
McFadden, Dinny McBrearty, John Quinn,
John Carr, Michael Carr (0-1), Charlie
McGroarty, Danny Gillespie, Aodh Cannon,
(1-0), Martin McHugh (0-10), Francie
Cannon, Sean McGinley, Francie Gallagher,
Charlie O’Donnell (0-2), Peter Conroy. Subs.,
John Doogan, Christy Gillespie, Mickey
McFadden, Timmy Driscoll, Micheal
Doherty, John O’Donnell.

Our regular goalkeeper John Hegarty,
Largymore, was at his brother’s wedding in
the U.S. on that day.

The final score: Kilcar 1-13, Ardara 0-8.

KILCAR, COUNTY SENIOR CHAMPIONS, 1980. Front row, I. to r.: John Doogan, Aodh Cannon, Charlie

O’Donnell, Michael Carr, Danny Gillespie, Sean McGinley, Francis Cannon, Charlie McGroarty, John
Quinn, Timothy O'Driscoll, Michael Doherty. Back row: Martin McHugh, Francis Gallagher, Michael
McFadden, Tommy McFadden, Denis McBrearty, Maurice Carr, Peter Conroy, John O'Donnell, Christy

Gillespie, John Carr.
86
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SCENES OF JUBILATION AFTER 1980 FINAL



THE SCOTSTOWN AFFAIR

Because they were county champions Kilcar
were into the first round of the Ulster
Championship only to meet the reigning
Ulster champions Scotstown of Monaghan in
Ballybay. Kilcar were gallant in defeat losing
out by 2-10 to 1-7. Kilcar were short John
Carr, who suffered from a broken cheek
bone, and as the Donegal Democrat reported:

“If Kilcar had a fault it perhaps was the
tendency to overdo the short passing game,
Scotstown were knocked out of their usual
free flowing style by the dash and enthusiasm
of the challengers, but the champions even
though rocked, never lost their composure.
After weathering the storm they finished in
great style and were worthy winners over a
gallant Donegal team which looked capable of
causing a surprise for three quarters of the
match’’.

The finish which caused Kilcar’s downfall
that day was a ball delivered by the Scotstown
centre half back Sean McCarville behind the
Kilcar full back line and which was finished to
the net by the unmarked Jim McCabe.

As Scotstown wore an all blue jersey they
decided at half time to change into the
maroon colours of Ballybay because it seemed
in the first half that some of the passes were in
the wrong direction.

The Kilcar team on the day was: John
Dinny

Hegarty, Tommy McFadden,

@
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McBrearty, John Quinn, Charlie McGroarty,
Michael Carr, Francis Cannon, Danny
Gillespie, Aodh Cannon, Martin McHugh,
Michael O’Donnell, Sean McGinley, Francis
Gallagher, Charlie O’Donnell, Michael
Dobherty. Sub., Peter Conroy for M. Doherty.

A feature of the game was that all four
midfielders scored, Gerry McCarville had
three from frees, Aodh Cannon three from
play, Sean McCrudden two from play and
Danny Gillespie had one to his credit.

Irish Press, 1-9-'80.
DONEGAL
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Kilcar, regarded by many as the underdogs, confound-
ed their critics by defeating Ardara in the Sfinal of the
Donegal senior football championship af Ballvbofey
before one of the biggest crowds at the venue for years.

For the winners, who are current holders of the league
title, it was only their second championship win — and
that after a lapse of 55 years.

Al the end of a closely contested first half Kilcar led by
0-7 to 0-5.

Although Kilcar won handsomely, the issue remained
open until two minutes before the finish when the only
goal of the game sealed the issue.

From a lob by full back Dinny McBrearty, the ball was
cleverly punched to the net by Aodh Cannon who had
moved from midfield to full forward. However, chief
achitect of Kilcar’s victory was right half forward Martin
McHugh, who had ten points to his credit.

Scorers: Kilcar — M. McHugh (0-10), A. Cannon (1-0),
Charles O’Donnell (0-2), M. Carr (0-1). Ardara; C.
Molloy (0-4), G. McNelis (0-2), K. Keeney, M. Sweeney
(-1 each).
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Kilcar gave a fantastic display in the
McCumbaill’s 13-a-side Festival Tournament
in 1980 by first of all trouncing the home team
McCumbhaills 3-10 to 0-5 in the first round
with a score of 2-7 to 0-2 at half time. There
were many missed opportunities on both sides
with Kilcar scorers Francis Gallagher (2-0),
Peter Conroy (1-2), Martin McHugh (0-3),
Aodh Cannon (0-2), Charlie O’Donnell,
Danny Gillespie, Michael Carr (0-1 each).

In the semi-final St. Eunan’s lost their
unbeaten run by losing to Kilcar 0-12 to 0-8 in
a tough uncomprising struggle in which fast
movement and close marking were a
prominent feature. Kilcar scroers in this game
were S. McGinley (0-6), M. McHugh (0-2),
Aodh Cannon (0-2), John Quinn (0-1),
Charlie Byrne (0-1). Kilcar were reduced to
twelve men in the last ten minutes of this game
but survived under intense pressure. Then on
to the final against local rivals Naomh
Columba. Everyone expected this game to be
very close as both teams were joint leaders of
Division One All County League but Kilcar
surprised with a high winning margin of 2-13
to 0-5 having led at half time by 2-7 to 0-3.

KILCAR U-21s, RUNNERS-UP v ARDARA, 1980. Front row, . to r.:

The Kilcar team that day was: John Hegarty,
Denis McBrearty, John Quinn, John Doogan,
Michael Carr, Charlie McGroarty, Danny
Gillespie, Aodh Cannon, Martin McHugh,
Michael Doherty, Sean McGinley, Francis
Gallagher, Charlie Byrne. Sub., Tommy
McFadden for Michael Doherty.

John Doogan gave a brilliant display all
through this tournament and won man of the
match for his display in the final.

Kilcar also reached the 1980 seven-a-side
tournament final in Letterkenny but went
down to a very strong St. Eunan’s team who
seemed to have had their plans well worked
out in advance. St. Eunan’s and Kilcar
defeated two Tyrone teams in the semi-finals,
Eoghan Rua’s and Carrickmore. Sean

* McGinley won man of the tournament with

his high scoring and excellent ball control.
Kilcar gained third spot in the League being
edged out by winners Naomh Columba and
runners-up Ardara.
Kilcar had a very lively 1980 and their U-21
team were unlucky to lose to Ardara in the
county final at Fintra by a final score of 1-9 to

1-4.

Ea RIS
Michael McFadden, Sean Hegarty,

Gabriel O'Donnell, Alan Erskine, Cornelius Diver, Francis Gallagher, Michael J. Gillespie, Maurice Carr,
James McHugh, James McGinley. Back row: Martin McHugh, John Doogan, Charlie McGroarty, Padraig
Bourne, John Hegarty, Christy Gillespie, Paddy O'Donnell, Gerard Shovlin, James Carr, Gerard McBrearty.



In 1981 Kilcar were dethroned by Ardara
from the championship at Fintra with a final
score of 1-5 to 0-5.

The goal which separated the sides at the
end was of an easy nature having got a
deflection off one of the Kilcar players past a
stranded goalkeeper. This game was a repeat
of the 1980 championship and was over
physical and thus the standard of football was
poor. The Kilcar attack failed to make most
of their opportunities. They shot eight wides
in the first half and four in the second half.
The Donegal Democrat reported:

“Apart from the opening five minutes in
which they scored a goal and a point and the
final seven minutes during which they scored
two more points, Ardara were always playing
second fiddle to the champions, Kilcar, who
were the better side. Aodh Cannon and Danny
Gillespie had the better of Anthony Harkin
and Connie Molloy at midfield and the
pressure for most of the hour was on the
Ardara defence’’.

Kilcar won the League by defeating
Ballyshannon in the final game 1-4 to 0-6 at
Glencolumbkille (as the Michéal Og
McFadden Park was waterlogged) on the 27th
of October.

Charlie Byrne scored the important goal in
this game in the first half when Kilcar played
with the wind on a very windy day and other
scorers were a point each for Aodh Cannon,
Christy Gillespie, John Carr and Sean
McGinley.

In 1981 pride of place went to our second
team who played in Division III of the Co.
League and in the Junior Championship.
Under team manager Sean Brady this team
reached the coumiy final of the Junior
Championship, to be beaten by Red Hugh’s,
Killygordon, by 2-14 to 0-4. In ten short years
we had progressed from having a team which
was capable of winning the junior
championship (1971) to having a second team
capable of reaching a county Junior
Championship final, without the services of
twenty of the best footballers in the parish. -

In the quarter-final the second team beat
the ‘Ballyshannon second team and in the
semi-final they defeated Naomh Mbhuire 2-10
to 0-1.

In the report on this game from the Donegal
Democrat it states:

“Apart from their lack of punch in attack
Kilcar looked good on Sunday but one feels
that the deficiencies in their forward line
could prove disastrous against stronger
opposition than that offered by Naomh
Mhuire.”

The Kilcar team versus Naomh Mhuire was
P. Sweeney, C. Diver, C. Boyle, I.
O’Donnell, J. McHugh, P. Conroy, S. Brady,
S. McBrearty, James Carr, A. Erskine, Paddy
Cannon, T. Driscoll, G. McBrearty, J.
McGinley, Vernon Hegarty. Subs. were
Martin Gillespie and Padraig Bourne.
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McBrearty, James

Carr, Danny Gillespie, John Quinn, Tommy McFadden, Sedn McGinley, Neilly Byrne. Back row: Aodh
Cannon, Christy Gillespie, John Carr, John Hegarty, Denis McBrearty, Francis Gallagher, Vernon Hegarty,

Maurice Carr, Charles Byrne, Charlie McGroarty.



In 1981 Kilcar were dethroned by Ardara
from the championship at Fintra with a final
score of 1-5 to 0-5.

The goal which separated the sides at the
end was of an easy nature having got a
deflection off one of the Kilcar players past a
stranded goalkeeper. This game was a repeat
of the 1980 championship and was over
physical and thus the standard of football was
poor. The Kilcar attack failed to make most
of their opportunities. They shot eight wides
in the first half and four in the second half.
The Donegal Democrat reported:

“Apart from the opening five minutes in
which they scored a goal and a point and the
final seven minutes during which they scored
two more points, Ardara were always playing
second fiddle to the champions, Kilcar, who
were the better side. Aodh Cannon and Danny
Gillespie had the better of Anthony Harkin
and Connie Molloy at midfield and the
pressure for most of the hour was on the
Ardara defence”’.

Kilcar won the League by defeating
Ballyshannon in the final game 1-4 to 0-6 at
Glencolumbkille (as the Michéal Og
McFadden Park was waterlogged) on the 27th
of October.

Charlie Byrne scored the important goal in
this game in the first half when Kilcar played
with the wind on a very windy day and other
scorers were a point each for Aodh Cannon,
Christy Gillespie, John Carr and Sean
McGinley.

In 1981 pride of place went to our second
team who played in Division III of the Co.
League and in the Junior Championship.
Under team manager Sean Brady this team
reached the coumiy final of the Junior
Championship, to be beaten by Red Hugh’s,
Killygordon, by 2-14 to 0-4. In ten short years
we had progressed from having a team which
was capable of winning the junior
championship (1971) to having a second team
capable of reaching a county Junior
Championship final, without the services of
twenty of the best footballers in the parish.

In the quarter-final the second team beat
the Ballyshannon second team and in the
semi-final they defeated Naomh Mhuire 2-10
to 0-1.

In the report on this game from the Donegal
Democrat it states:

“Apart from their lack of punch in attack
Kilcar looked good on Sunday but one feels
that the deficiencies in their forward line
could prove disastrous against Stronger

opposition than that offered by Naomh
Mhuire.”’

The Kilcar team versus Naomh Mhuire was
P. Sweeney, C. Diver, C. Boyle, 1.
O’Donnell, J. McHugh, P. Conroy, S. Brady,
S. McBrearty, James Carr, A. Erskine, Paddy
Cannon, T. Driscoll, G. McBrearty, J.
McGinley, Vernon Hegarty. Subs. were
Martin Gillespie and Padraig Bourne.
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LEAGUE WINNERS, 1982. Front row, I. to r.: Martin McHugh, Séamus McBrearty, James McHugh, Michael

S

Carr, Danny Gillespie, John Quinn, Tommy McFadden, Se4dn McGinley, Neilly Byrne. Back row: Aodh
Cannon, Christy Gillespie, John Carr, John Hegarty, Denis McBrearty, Francis Gallagher, Vernon Hegarty,

Maurice Carr, Charles Byrne, Charlie McGroarty.



Kilcar were also winners of the 1981 Shield
which was not finished until March 1982 by
defeating Naomh Columba in the final by
1-10 to 1-5.

Martin McHugh was the man of the match
here in scoring a total of eight points and even
though Naomh Columba were in the lead in
the 10th minute with a goal by Paddy Gavigan
the Kilcar defence well marshalled by Michael
Carr played well against the wind and team
captain Sean McGinley had a great second
half in carrying the ball at the Naomh
Columba defence. The Kilcar team was J.
Hegarty, John Carr, D. McBrearty, John

20 November, 1981
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Quinn, C. McGroarty, Danny Gillespie, Peter
Conroy, Aodh Cannon, Michael Carr, M.
McHugh, Maurice Carr, S. McBrearty, J.
McHugh, S. McGinley and C. Byrne.

In 1982 Kilcar defeated Naomh Columba in
the semi-final and Ardara in the final of the
Donegal Comortaisi Peile na Gaeltachta at
Glencolumbkille. The score in the final was
1-7 to 0-7 with the goal which separated the
sides being scored by Christy Gillespie.

In the All-Ireland Comoértaisi Peile Na
Gaeltachta Kilcar were defeated in the first
game by Moycullen. These competitions were
held in Gaoth Dobhair.

In the Championship Kilcar had a terrific
battle with St. Eunan’s in the first round. St.
Eunan’s won in Towney, the important goal
being scored by Charlie Mulgrew. Kilcar won
in Letterkenny with James McHugh playing
great football and scoring a great goal. Then
in the replay in Ballybofey Kilcar won well
with Martin and James McHugh being the
chief scorers.

In the semi-final Kilcar beat Downings by
the narrow margin o fone point in a game in
which Kilcar did not play at their best. Kilcar
played in the same disappointing manner in
the county final versus Donegal Town to lose
1-4 to 0-6 with the important goal being
scored by Brendan Martin in the second half.




Micky Cannon and the Kilcar Pipe Band ;a_radﬂg 'E;Ol.lgh Kilcar with Martin McHugh and Maurice Carr
held high.
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SOME OF THE DONEGAL U-21s i

n Kilcar after their All-Ireland success with some of the Kilcar U.12s.



Remarkable record

Kilcar played 26 games in the 1981-'82-’83
Leagues. They won an incredible 23 games,
drew twice (St. Eunan’s 1983 and Bundoran
1981) and lost only one game in three league
campaigns (to Aodh Ruadh in 1982 by 1-5 to
0-5). One doubts if this record will ever be
equalled.

In 1983 the results were: Kilcar 3-5, N.
Columba 0-1; Kilcar 2-12, MacCumbhaills 0-5;
Kilcar 0-9, St. Eunan’s 0-9; Kilcar 3-10,
Ardara 1-6; Kilcar 2-12, Red Hugh’s 1-4;
Kilcar 1-14, Aodh Ruadh 0-8; Kilcar 2-10,
Four Masters 2-7; Kilcar 2-11, Downings 0-5.

It is also Kilcar’s fourth League title in five
years. The three-in-a-row has not been
achieved since Gweedore’s four-in-a-row in
1936-’39.

LEAGUE TABLES 4/11/°83
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Aodh Rua

Four Masters
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In the 1983 Shield which was finished in
March of ’84 saw Kilcar and Ballyshannon in
the final at Ballybofey with Ballyshannon as
favourites. Aodh Rua had the lead early but a
great save by John Hegarty in goals and a fine
punched goal by Christy Gillespie took the
steam out of Ballyshannon to leave the half
time score at 1-4 to 0-7. Martin McHugh was
again man of the match and it was he who was
fouled to produce the penalty from which the
second goal was scored to leave a final score
of 2-10 to 0-10.

The Kilcar team was John Hegarty, Sean
McGinley, John Carr, John Doogan,
Seamus Gallagher, Michael Carr, Charlie
McGroarty, Neilly Byrne, Aodh Cannon,
Martin McHugh (capt.), Christy Gillespie,
Neilly Cannon; James McHugh, James Carr,
Danny Gillespie. Sub., Gerard McBrearty for
James McHugh.

Kilcar won the Sandy Harper Tournament
for the second time by defeating Robert
Emmets in the final in a very tough and close
game.

Our second team held their own in Division
IT of the League and our thrid team continued
to improve in Division IV.

So our success on the football field has been
considerable in the last few years. With our
young population it is encouraging to see so
many of them playing for the club and our
second and thrid teams have been a
tremendous boost to football in the parish.

Two of our senior players have also been
prominent at county 'cvel aver the past few
years.

In 1984 Kilcar had a successful run in the
Sandy Harpur Tournament only to be beaten
by Sean McCumbhaills in the final. In the early
games Kilcar defeated Owen Roe’s of Tyrone
and Aghharan of Tyrone and then
Clouﬁhaneely in the semi-final. It seemed as if
the three in a row was ready for taking but
McCumbhaills had other ideas and won con-
vincingly by 1-12 to 1-6.

In the championship of 1984 Kilcar were
unlucky in the first round when they beat
Four Masters in Donegal Town but lost the
return leg at Towney and then drew the replay
in Ballybofey. In the fourth game the sides
were level but for Four Masters scoring a
point in the last seconds of the game.
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THE IMPORTANT SCORE in the 1983 Shield final v Ballyshannon at Ball
scorer, and James Carr.

ybofey with Christy Gillespie, thé

95



COUNTY COLOURS

Michael Carr has been a regular on the
Donegal senicr team since September 1973
and has played in many positions, but 1983
will be the year that Michael will always
remember when he won his second Ulster
Championship medal with Donegal and
received the ‘man of the match’ award for his
display in the Ulster final against Cavan. He
was also a member of the Ulster team which
won the Railway Cup this year.

He also won the Donegal Sports Star
Award for Gaelic Football in 1980.

Martin McHugh, in his short career in the
county jersey has made his name a household
one in G.A.A. circles throughout the country.
Since his debut with Donegal in October 1980
he has acheived what the rest of us can only
dream of,

He has won one All-Ireland medal with the
Donegal U-21 team in 1982, scoring 0-5 in the
All-Ireland final against Roscommon.

He won an Ulster Championship medal
with Donegal last year, and two Railway Cup
medals with Ulster in ’83 and '84. He was a
replacement on the 1982 All-Star team which
travelled to America and was selected at
corner forward on the All-Star team of 1983.

He has also won the Donegal Sports Star
Award for Gaelic Football in 1981, '82 and
’83. The ‘wee man from Bavin’ has certainly
graced the playing fields of Ireland in his short
and illustrious career.

We tend ot forget that many other current
Kilcar players have also played for Donegal at
various stages in their playing careers.

Senior for Donegal: Tommy McFadden,
Sean McGinley, Seamus Gallagher, John
Quinn, Charlie O’Donnell, Aodh Cannon,
Danny Gillespie, Micheal Carr, Martin
McHugh, Neilly Byrne and John Carr.

Under-age: Maurice Carr, Neilly Cannon,
John Doogan, Dinny McBrearty, Alan Er-
skine, James McHugh and Roger McShane.

Roger has won an All-Ireland medal with

thfa Donegal Vocational Schools team earlier
this year.

Snippet

Donegal gained promotion to Division Two
of the League for 1984 by getting second place
to Monaghan in Division Three. They beat
Carlow in the final game 2-11 to 0-3 at Carlow
ggth Martin McHugh scoring 1-6.

KILCAR RECORD

Championship:
1925, 1980.
League:
1933, 1935, 1959, 1975, 1979, 1981,
1982, 1983.
Shield:
1981, 1983.
Sandy Harper Tournament, Senior:
1982, 1983.
Comortas Peile na Gaeltachta:
1975, 1982.
Junior Championship:
1971.
Junior League:
1961; 1969
Convoy.
U-21 Championship:
1972, 1973, 1974.
U-18 Minor:
1964.

KILCAR AS RUNNERS-UP:

Championship:
1959, 1963, 1982.

joint winners with

League:
1940, 1962.
Sandy Harper Tournament:
1981 and 1984.
Intermediate Championship:
1984.
Junior Championship:
1948, 1981.
U-21 Championship:
1980.

There were 12 players involved with Killybegs
in 1952 in winning the Championship.

COISTE NA mBAN. Front: Ann McFadden, Martina
0O'Donnell. Back: Eithne Campbell, Bridie
0O’Donnell, Concepta Doogan.




SCOR 1982-°83

Scor is a relatively new concept in Co.
Donegal and many clubs do not Darticipate at
all, as yet. Indeed our own club were slow
enough taking an interest in Scor and it is true
to say that we took a haphazard approach to it
in the beginning. It is only now that we realise
the importance of Scor to the club and I’'m
glad to say that we have a very active Scor
Committee functioning at the moment,

Chief organiser of Scor is Maurice Hegarty
(Ballymacfadden) ably assisted by Michael
Erkine (Towney Road) and Patricig Murrin, a
teacher in the Vocational School in Carrick.

In the adult Scor 1982 the club took part in
six events —

(1) Recitation, Mary T. Byrne; (2) Solo
Singing, Brid Cunningham; (3) Instrumental
Music, Johnny Cunningham, Peter Carr; (4)
Ballad Group, J ohnny Cunningham, Peter
Carr, Brid Cunningham; (5). Six Hand Reel,
Teresa Byrne, Martina O’Donnell, Bernadette
Carr, Mabel Hegarty, Marion Carr, Concepta
Doogan.

Divisional Finals took place in Killybegs

SNATH GAELTARRA. Front, I. to r.:

and two of our entries qualified for the Co.
Finals. They were: (1) Recitation, Mary T.
Byrne; (2) Solo Singing, Brid Cunningham,

Co. Finals were held in Letterkenny, our
two entries emerged as county winners to
represent Donegal at the Ulster semi-finals
which were held at Omagh. Unfortunately
they failed to reach the Ulster finals.

SCOR NA nOG 82

The club took part in five events in Scor na
nOg ’82. They were:

(1) Set Dancing, Deirdre McShane, Una
Gillespie, Geraldine Gillespie, Mary Byrne,
Peter Carr, Declan Carr, Pat Byrne, Christy
McGinley; (2) Instrumental Music, Peter
Carr, Christy McGinley; (3) Ceili Dancing,
Geraldine Gillespie, Mary Byrne, Christy
McGinley, Pat Byrne; (4) Solo Singing, Mary
Byrne; (5) Question Time, Patrick McShane,
Peter Moiloy, Paul McShane.

Our set dancers and Instrumental musicians
reached the county finals, but did not take any
titles.

4 B A e : i
Marion Carr, Ann McFadden, Eithne Campbell, Michelle

Gallagher. Back row: Isobel Carr, Bernadette Carr, Theresa Dolan, Theresa Byrne, Caroline McBrearty.



SCOR NA nOG 1983-°84

For the first time in our involvemen: == Scor
we fielded a full team for the Divisiona!l Finz's
of Scor na nOg in 1983.

Representatives were picked from zll thoss
who took part at club level during the socz
nights. The following representatives ook
part in the Divisional final in the Glenbay
Hotel on Saturday, 17th December:

(1) Recitation, Carmel Hegarty; (2) Solo
Singing, Caroline Byrne; (3) Instrumenial
Music, John Haughey, Peter Carr; (4
Question Time, Patrick McShane, Catherins
McNelis, Declan McShane; (5) Set Dancing,
Caroline Byrne, Ann Hegarty, Deirdre
McShane, Geraldine Gillespie, Francis Byrne,
John Haughey, Declan Carr, Patrick
McShane; (6) Four Hand Reel, Edel Hegarty,
Caroline Byrne, Francis Byrne, Declan Carr;
(7) Novelty Act, Carmel Hegarty, Edel
Hegarty, John Haughey, Peter Carr; (&)

Sy, S D, Caroline Bymne,
i@“hm

Fowe of our s gualiSed for the Co.
fm_umm ey were No. 1, No.
NG T e s % i

O s S e e Cio. Finals of Scor
Nt mmchel e Dlsssr  semi-final.,

_:m:rm s O mew gmalify for the

Cl:r S e § SEme Dance qualified
for the iz Foms m Camiefn. We did not

1984 UNDER-12 with John Hegarty, Hugh Shovlin and Ann Mcfastes. Smem. = Smgees Lyons, John
Haughey, Noel McDevitt, Gerry Carr, John Deane, Eamonn Ca~ T | Dl _wmes Deane, Alan
McBrearty, Johann Cronin, Stephen O’'Donnell, Derek McSrasr=y e wwe Sumee =egarty, Finlay
Mclvor, Jim Byrne, Dara McShane, Gerard Gallagher, Stephen Swrme. Tasme S Sssrmus Cunningham,
Stephen Byrne {(Roxboro), Michael Curran, Charles Hegarty.

UNDER-14 PANEL who reached the Divisional Final, 1984. S ——

s —mugtey. Michael

McShane, Finlay Mclvor, Dara McShane, Dermot Sweeney, Ciarén 0 Tl Sesrs Sae Ssscien 0'Don-
nell, Noel McDevitt, Jim Byrne, Don Cronin. Back row: Reamoss 0 Tammel. Decse WieDewist. Fabian
McShane, Stephen Byrne, Aiden Byrne, John O'Donnell, Marc McSrame Dommsd _sors. Nosd Hegarty,

Thomas Hegarty, Malachy Haughey, Morgan Carr.



MICHAEL CARR

Michael Carr received the Donegal Sports
Star award in Gaelic football in 1980 and Man
of the Match award in the Ulster final 1983
against Cavan and was one of the seven
Donegal men nominated for All Star positions
in 1983, Michael won an Ulster medal in 1974
when still nineteen, when beating Down after a
replay at Clones. He won a Dalton Cup medal
with Falcarragh Community School in 1973
and was involved in the Kilcar U-21 success in
1972, 1973 and 1974. He played his first game
with Donegal in 1973. Then, along with the
Ulster medal in 1974 he won a McKenna Cup
medal in 1975 and League medals with Kilcar in
1975, 1979, 1981, 1982 and 1983, and one of his
most memorable games was in winning the
championship medal in 1980.

Michael’s other memorable games were the
Ulster finals of 1974 and 1983 and, of course,
playing for Ulster in 1984. His bes: moment in
all those games was getting Man of the Match
in the Ulster final 1983. His most disappointing
game was in losing to Cavan in 1975 because he
maintained that there was an All-Ireland in that
Donegal team.

Michael’s favourite team is the Kerry team ot
1979 and he thinks z lot of the present Dublin
team. His favourite players are Martin
McHugh, Frank McGuigan, Jack O’Shea and
Matt O’Connor and he finds all his opponents
difficult at every level, club and county, and he
maintains that playing well depends on your
form on the day.

There were a lot of influences on Michael’s
playing career but main influznce was that of
Fr. Michael Sweeney in Falcarragh Community
School and in later years Brian McEniff.

In the future Michael would like to win an
All-Ireland medal and another county
championship.

g

MARTIN McHUGH

Martin McHugh has been Player of the Year
for 1981, 1982 and 1983 in Donegal and also he
has been an All Star replacement in 1982 and
received an All Star award for 1983.

This is really a fitting tribute to this Kilcar
player who has shown great consistency and
temperament over the past number of years and
a willingness to be extremely fit.

The early days in Martin’s life were
influenced by Hugh Shovlin in the local battles
around Bavin and later Barry Campbell helped
Martin to win under-14, 16 and 19 Vocational
Championship medals with Carrick Vocational
School. From 1979 onwards Martin was in the
Kilcar senior team under the influence of Ian
Hegarty but possibly Brian McEniff had the
most influence when in charge of the Donegal
and Ulster teams from 1980 on. Martin’s
scoring record from frees and play is one of the
best in the country and normally Martin is
scoring an average of 6 pts. per game. Martin
McHugh’s most memorable games were the
county final of 1980, the All-Ireland U-21 final
and his first game for Ulster in Croke Park and
of course a great moment in his life was the
final whistle in that All-Ireland U-21 final. The
worst moment was when Val Daly of Galway
scored the goal against Donegal in the All-
Ireland semi-final of 1983.

Martin’s favourite team was the Kerry four-
in-a-row and the best team he ever played on
was the 1984 Ulster team, and his favourite
players are Michael Carr, Matt O’Connor,
Frank McGuigan, Eugene McKenna and Jack
O’Shea,

Martin rates all his opponents as being
difficult and in looking to the future he would
like to win a senior all-Ireland with Donegal
and another county championship, and he
thinks a lot of the present Kilcar Under-14
team.
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THE A.I.B. G.A.A. CLUB OF THE YEAR
AWARDS 1982-19584

The A.LLB.-G.A.A. Club of the Year
Award Scheme was designed to acknowledge
and give recognition to the voluntary efforfs
of G.A.A. Club workers and to highlight ex-
ceptional achievement and to encourage fur-
ther improvement in standards.

There were three divisions in each county —
Division A for large clubs with 10 teams or
more and with well developed facilities.

Division B, medium sized clubs with six to
nine teams.

Division C, for small clubs with two to five
teams.

The clubs were assessed by a county com-
mittee for their exceptional games achieve-
ment and development work for the two
calendar years 1982 and 1983.

St. Eunan’s (Letterkenny) won the Special
Centenary award for large clubs. Kilcar won
the award for medium clubs and Glenfin won
the award for small clubs.

The County Chsid aff S ¥ear was chosen
from the three S wammers and Kilcar
came out top ik mass merks amnd this was
announced ai z hamgees = Momaghan in
April.

The assessors then wisieef each county win-
ners to check the maris gowen amd to rectify
any errors mades sarler T past presidents
of the G.A.A. vismed Eilcer in May, Alf Mur-
ray of Armagh a=¢ Paacs Wi lees of Down.,

Kilcar picked =2 2 f=w =wrs marks here and
were one of the four small Sels with 28 large
clubs at the finz' “smcow = 5= Allied Irish
Banks premises = Duinim ¢ Jobn's of An-

trim won the Ulss=r That of @ Year, Kilcar

were awarded £300 for Semg Domes=l Club of

the Year and St. Fasfr"s o Cork with teams

in all grades of harfme =mé Ssocdall and with

great facilities, wom e A0 Je=lizad Club of

the Year receiving 2 dewsiopmwent grant of
£5,000.

THE FIELD DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: Michael Byrne, Charlie Q'Donnell, Morris Hegarty and (inset)
Paddy McDevitt with past presidents of the C.L.G. Paddy McFlynn (Down) and &5 W=y Aemmagh) and
Michéal Mac Giolla Easbuic {County Board Chairman) and club officers Sedn McGiniey Crarie McDevitt,
Seamus Doogan and club president, Michéal O Domhnaill.
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=
A STROLL AND A CHAT AROUND TOWNEY.
done for the Club of the Year, 1884,

=

Alf Murray, former President of C.L.G., inspects the work

EARLY DEVELOPMENT ON THE T

e

OWNEY FIELD
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PROUD DAY FOR
KILCAR AT OPENING
OF NEW PITCH

Sunday, August Sth, 1984, was a proud day
for C.L.G. Cill Chartha as they officially
opened their new £80,000 pitch, dressing
rooms and tea rooms at Towney. The new
grounds were officially opened by Donegal’s
Central Council representative, Mr, Padraig
S. Mac a Ghoill (Ard an Ratha) and were
blessed by the Bishop of Raphoe, Most Rev.
Dr. Seamus O h-Eigheartaigh, a native of
Kilcar.

The pitch opening was marked by a senior
inter-county challenge between Donegal and
Ulster champions, Tyrone, which Tyrone won
by eight points against a depleted Donegal
side. Before the opening there was a number
of short football matches involving the under-
age teams and then a senicr game between
Naomh Columba and Cill Chartha for the Fr.
McClafferty Cup and this game was won by
Kilcar by three points,

Then the pipe band led a parade of the
club’s under 12 and under 14 players which
included a presentation of all the different
county colours. Also included were flag
bearers carrying the national flag, the
centenary flag, the Donegal flag and the local
club colours.

These were carried by James P. McGinley,
long serving member of the club and honorary
president; Frank O’Donnell, who played with
distinction in the fifties and early sixties;
Proinnsias Carr who was club treasurer for
many years, and Packie Haughey, chairman
of the Minor Board C.L.G. Cill Chartha, and
excellent player of the sixties and early
seventies.

Speaking at the opening were P. S. Mac a
Ghoill; Bishop Hegarty; county chairman,
Micheal Gillespie; Willie Joe Cunningham,
Donegal Man of the Year; Fr. Dermot
McShane, P.P., and Mr., Michael O’Donnell,
President of the Club and Oifige na Gaeilge
and chairman of the Parish Council.

| Snippet

Nominated for Ail-Star Places in 1984 were
Michael Carr and Martin McHugh with Mar-
tin McHugh getling the award at the All-Star

Tlggnquet in the Burlington Hotel, Dublin.

OIFIGI FO CHUMANS Ceie Cmsam=a Front:
Michéal O Domhnail T mpus Oifgeach na
Gaeilge); Cathal Mac Daiiseset’ \aSaciricach),

Seamus Doogan, Secretz—y —0 Charsa. receiving
their prize as A.L.LB/G.A A Tue o e Year in A.LB.
Bank centre, Ballsbridge. Duitiiem. o Samwrday, 2nd
June, 1984. Also in the miuws foomm left, Liam
Mulvihill, Dirctor General = & 2 J=ry MicAuliffe,
Chief General Manager. Domessc Division, Allied
Irish Banks.



THE INTERMEDIATE TEAM . . . .

THE INTERMEDIATE TEAM, 1383. Front row, I. to r.: Roger McShane, Peter Conroy, John Hegarty, Michael
Molloy, Timmy Driscoll, Charlie O'Donnell, Padrdig Bourne, Cartha Boyle, John O'Donnell. Back row:

Seamus McBrearty, Sedn Brady, James McGinley, Padraig Sweeney, Micky McFadden, Micky Doherty,
Cornelius Diver, Gerard Shovlin, Michael Carr.

THE JUNIOR TEAM . . . .

THE JUNIOR TEAM, 1983. Front row, l. to r.. John Byrne, John Hegarty, Anthony Diver, Seamus
Cunningham, Hugh Shovlin, Pete Boyle, Michael Molloy, Paddy Carr, Donie Cronin. Back row: Michael
Carr, Joseph Diver, Sedn McHugh, Bobby Cunningham, Charlie Cannon, Peter Hegarty, Roger McShane,
Paddy Gallagher, Pat Diver, John Hegarty (team manager). 103



AN CATHAOIRLEACH C.L.G. DUN NA aGALL

Rugadh Michedl Mac Giolla Easpaig ar
Aoine an Chéasta 1942 i nDachtan, Cill
Charthaigh, ait ar tégadh & chomh maith. ‘Sé
is sine de sheisear clainne a bhi ag Anna agus
Padraig Mac Giolla Easpaig, nach maireann 6
1959. Fuair sé a chuid scolaiocht bunscoile in
Scoil Naisiinta Mhucrois, scoil aon-oide a bhi
churam Bhrid Nic Aodha as an Mhucrois ata
anois ina bean rialta agus ag teagasc ins ng
Gleanntai. I 1955 chuaigh Micheal go Colaiste
Einde i nGaillimh agus i 1959 go Colaiste
Phadraig, Droim Conrach, ait a bhfair sé
bonn 6ir sa Tireolaiocht i 1961. Thosaigh sé
ag teagasc mar Mhuinteoir scoile in Iil 1961 i
S.N. Loch Thoir a Thoirc i bparodiste Ghleann
Cholm Cille. Ag deireadh na bliana sin ghlac
s¢ post mar Phriomhoide i S.N. Sealbhui i
gCill Charthaigh agus i 1969 comhnascadh an
scoil sin le S.N. Chill Charthaigh, &it a bhfuil
s¢ ag teagasc go foaill (i scoil dr Naomh
Carthach a fosclaiodh i 1979).

Deirtear go mbriseann an duchas tré shuile
an chait agus ba é a dhalta sin ag Micheal é
mar gurbh peileadéiri maithe iad a athair
Padraig, go ndéana Dia grasta air, beirt da
chuid uncail, Séamus agus Doénall, agus a
chuid gaolta i nGleann an Bhaile Dhuibh, ait a
bhféadfai tobar na peile a thabhairt air i gCill
Charthaigh. Nior bhain duine leis an saol seo
munar imir sé peil sa ghleann sin. Bhi
peileadoiri maithe in 4iteacha eile sa phardiste
fosta ach ni raibh siad chombh tiubh sin ar an
talamh.

Nior bhain Micheal mérin ar phdirc na h-
imeartha taobh amuigh den Sraith Soisir i
1961 agus mar fhear ionaid ar an fhoireann a
bhuaigh Craobh na Soisear i 1971. Toghadh
ina rimai ar Chiub Chill Charthaigh é in 1962
agus bhi baint dhireach né indireach aige leis
an chlub o shin taobh amuigh den am a raibh
obraid aige ar “‘slipped disc’’ 1 lar na
seascaidi. Bhi s& mar bhall de Choiste na
gCoinni sa Chontae i 1978 agus 1979 agus
toghadh mé mar leas-Chathaoirleach ar
Bhord an Chontae i 1979 chomh maith,

T4 baint ag Micheal le Comortas Peile na
Gaeltachta ¢ 1970 agus bhi sé ina
Chathoirleach ar Choiste Lair na gComortaisi
6 1978 go ’81. Bhi sé mar bhall den fhoireann
a bhuaigh comortas Cabaret Gaeltachta in
1971, ’73, ’74 agus ’76. Bhi sé mar
bhainisteoir ar fhoireann sinsir Chill
Charthaigh a bhuaigh Sraith an Chontae i

1975.
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Ta an-duil ag Macse# s cheol Ghaelach.

Rine sé dha shrz==® = 0= Sean-am
anall’’, le Raidio n= Gas=mcins 5 1976-"77-°78.
Ta sé cailithe le ger-Swe—hed (frst aid) a
theagasc 0 1968 z2z=s HiE =& = i
muinteoiri a ::d‘_gs-.;; imweamn  Chill
Charthaigh a fuzir 2= Zes ¢ © 2Comortaisi
Gar-tharrthala =z == r=s2= (Coasint
Sibhialta) i 1978 ag=s =m chésd &= i 1980. T4
an-suim aige i goorss @Emmochiz chomh
maith. Imrionn s besmse mumr 2 Shionn faill
aige! Posaidh € in 197% s = Zwne clainne
aige.

Toghadh é ina Chasmewesch ar Choiste
Contae Dhin na nGall @& C 1 G i mi Eanair
1980. Ba mhaith l= Michesl mudiss Zirithe ata
tdbhactach ina aigzms ':':: 2 Tenc=ail ag tarla
sa chontae:

(i) Cuarsai airgic = ::ff: gp mnaxh sa doigh
is gur féidir nios mo = cume s 20 20 aos O0g
le saol maith Gaslac: 2 o = 2 ::omhalr
mar go bhfuil saol =z mirusenms 22 :-aﬂeadh
isteach orainn. Is frid safmessss C.L.G. a
chur i bhfeidhm i go=s= 2 S&ess odir cheart
Ghaelach ar gach psmoess= Dar l= Michedl
gurb é C.L.G. an r=om =sg=s a bhfuil
cumann leathan zcx == =2~ 20 seo a
dhéanamh.

(ii) Qifigeach no cEr=sce
bheith fostaitheag C T T =2 cooes

(iii) Gach club a bh=nh 2¢ cba
(‘coaching’, etc. )

(iv) Cursai airgid 2 bhenh ==
féidir ioméanaiocht 2 thosms k== 2m 20s &

le C.L.G. agus gan bacads .; :_'fad sin le
paroisteachas agus gz= macac~ = chor ar bith
le féin-phoibliocht.
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Officers of County Board G A & From left, chmrman
Micheal Gillespie; secrstary. 22t Whelan, and
treasurer, Francis Cunningham



Cumann Luthchleas
Gael in the Beginning

The G.A.A. was founded in 1884. Ireland
were still feeling the effects of the famine.
There was high emigration and the nation’s
spirit was low.

The Irish culture and language was
threatened with extinction when a teacher
from Clare, Michael Cusack, decided that
something had to be done. With the help nof
Maurice Davin, an athlete from Carrick-on-
Suir, he called a meeting in Hayes Hotel in
Thurles on the Ist of November, 1884, at
which only seven attended and which founded
Cumann Luthchleas Gael on that historic day.

Soon after three of the top people in the
country at the time became patrons of the new
Association. They were Dr. Thomas Croke,
Archbishop of Cashel, Charles Stewart
Parnell and Michael Davitt. From this a new
spirit emerged which united Irishmen
everywhere.

Snippet

“POINT POSTS”’

These were posts which were five yards out
from the present posts through which points
could be scored as well as over the bar in the
early days.

THE GAMES IN THE
EARLYDAYS

Hurling, handball and Gaelic football are
today the games of the G.A.A. Between 1884
and 1922 the Gaelic Athletic Association also
promoted athletics and cycling but handed
those over the N.A.C.A. In that short time
G.A A, athletes set up 36 world records and
won fifteen Olympic titles.

The rules were set for hurling and football
in 1885. There were 21 players on a team and
“‘point posts’ were set on each side of the
goals for scoring points. Wrestling which was
allowed at one stage was banned with the new
rules. The number on a team was reduced to
17 in 1892 and at this stage five points
equalled a goal but this was reduced to three
points in 1896,

The ““pointposts”’ were discarded in 1910
and in 1913 teams were reduced to fifteen
men.

Hurling is older than Irish history and
Gaelic football was played long before soccer
or rugby were played in Ireland, and handball
dates back to pre Christian times.

The Donegal G.A.A. Board was formed in
1905 and the first county team was fielded on
St. Patrick’s Day 1906 to be beaten by Derry
18 pts to 2 pts.

THE UNDER-16 TEAM, 1984. Front row, |. to r.:

auI Haughey, Francis Gillespie, Michael MéS

e, Dermot

Sweeney, Gregory O’Brien, Mark McShane, Dermot Cannon, Terence Sweeney, Mark O’Donnell,
Matthew Erskine. Back: Conell Curran, James Hegarty, Enda McHugh, John Curran, John Haughey, John

O’Donnell, Tomas Diver, Manus Brady, Patrick McShane.
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Carrick-on-Shannon 1982
A//—/re/and U-21 Final

Maurice Carr and Martin McHugh with lan Hegarty in Carrick-on-Shannon afsr e . 27 40 rsand win.

“Martin McHugh with a group of Hap?:y supporters on All-Ireland U-21 final day, 19E2. Tise Ocaber.
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TOWNEY BAY

TOWNEY BAY

Let poet’s sing of other scenes where
nature’s charms abound,

Where glorious deeds and thrilling rales that
made the hills resound,

But I now write these simple lines where leaps
the salt sea spray,

For to meet the cliffs which overhang, my
own sweet Towney Bay.

I

I roamed Loch Lomond’s bonnie banks and
Arrand’s swing goats fail,

I heard men sing the praises of Killarney’s
lakes and dales,

But should I get my choice of those, I'd throw
them all away,

To spend a sunny afternoon upon sweet
Towney Bay.

i

How often in those summer hours with
comrades I have been,

Beside those rippling water falls, how glorious
was the scene,

How grand to watch the sun sink, one last
retreating say, _

As it kissed the gentle bosom of dear old
Towney Bay.

IV

I oft recall those happy hours I wandered free
from care,

To the little pier by the garrel near, a spot of
beauty rare,

And sit on Dooneen’s lofty height and while
the hours away,

And walch the seagulis’s wing their flight o’er
lovely old Towney Bay.

V

There’s Galway and Bantry Bay, Sheephave
and Muiroy, '

Old Killybegs and Teelin too, I roamed when
yet a boy,

And if the Lord allows me a’er he calls my
soul away,

To see the harvest moon go down above old
Towney Bay.

VI

O lovely land of boyhood years why did T
Jrom you roam,

To shed the exiles bitter tears far from my
native home,

No more I’ll love the happy scenes I loved in
life’s long day

No more I'll plough my active oar’s upon
sweet Towney Bay.

JAMES MAGUII%;L



THE JAMES BRODERICK U-14
LEAGUE WINNERS & RUNNERS-UP

F . .

WINNERS, JOHN O’DONNELL'S TEAM. Front, I. RUNNERS-UP. MASK McS=aNE's TEAM,

to r.: Fabian McShane, J. O'Donnell (capt.), Front, |. to r- Caram WcShame Terence
Dermot Sweeney, Ciardin O Domhnaill. Back row, Sweeney, Mark McStame caoe | Kewin Lyons.
Dermot Cannon, Matthew Erskine, Paul McBrearty. Back .row: Aiden Byrne Coreell Caae Morgan Carr.

o i e
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GEARRTHOGA

Bhuaidh Gleann a’ Bhaile Dhuibh ar Bhaile
an Droichid i gcluiche sacar sa ghleann. Bhi
an tirghra muscailte ins na daoine san am agus
shocraigh foireann Baile an Droichid, i
ndiaidh comhairle ¢ Mhicheal O Coilin,
Cianachan, go dtdgfadh siadsan an phéil den
talamh nuair a thiocfach an Gleann le
h-iadsan a imirt an Domhnach ina dhiaidh
sin, rud a rinne agus ba é sin fior thus C.L.G.
sa cheanntar.

* * * * * =

Nuair a d’imir foireann Chill Chartha ar an
tra i gCaiseal, Gleanncholmcille don chéad
uair i 1924, ba tri charr a dtarraingt ag capaill
an coras iompar a bhi acu. Ba iad Aodh
MacGiolla Chearra agus Sean Mac Seain as
Druim Righeach, agus Padraig MacDaibhid
as Baile an Teampaill na tiomanaithe. Ba ar
lorrai Phadraig Ua Gadhra, n6 Paddy Tim né
Bradley mar a tugtai air, a thaistéal siad ina
dhiaidh sin.

* * * * = =

Bhuaidh Gleann a’Bhaile Dhuibh corn
Shliabh Liag i 1930-’31, Baile an Droichid i
1931-’32. Nior criochnaiodh an comortas i
1932-’33. Ba é an t-Athair O Griofa a bhi ar
an Charraig a chur tus leis an comorias seo.

= = * * = *

Ba ar an chaorthann in Umeascan a gniodh
Gleann a’ Bhaile Dhuibh a geuid cleachtadh.
Ba mhinic gur liathréid €adai a bhiodh acu
agus bhidis ag cleachtadh ar oicheanta
reabghealai. Deir fear acu sin, imreoir agus
moltéir cliatach as na Caislini, Sean O
Dorraidhin, go mbeadh na lads 0ga ni bfhearr
anois da mbeadh siad i gconai ag cleachtadh
leis an liathr6id éadai ar an chaorthann
céanna.

* * = = * =

Le tamall anuas tig moran d’imreoiri Chill
Chartha as Gleann. a’Bhaile Dhuibh no tig a
n-athracha né a mathracha as an gleann
ceanna.

* * * * x =*

Ins na caogadai agus ag tiis na seascadai bhi
piochadh ag Fo-Chumann Chill Chartha on
Phort i nGleanncholmcille go dti droichéad
Inbhear, ceanntar ina bhfuil ocht foireann
agus pairt d’fhoireann eile anois.

KILCAR TOWN

Though far away across the sea my thoughts will always
be,

In that littie place, with friends I left who were so dear to
me.

And when upon my pillow, I lay my grey head down

My feet are here in London but my heart’s in Kilcar
Town.

Oh! many were the hours I spent on Muckross golden
sand

As barefoot through the waves I splashed, time at my
command.

Through Towney fair, I then would stray, by fields of
green and brown

And make my way to a cup of “‘tae” in lovely Kilcar
town,

At night the neighbours gathered in, around the bright
hearth blaze

The oil lamp and the clay pipes left the kitchen in a haze.

Everyone was happy, I could never see a frown

On those faces in at “‘Airneal” in dear old Kilcar town.

To Coguish all would journey, to cut the turf in Spring

And as we sweated at our work a hundred larks would
sing.

Now and then a hare would cross towards Crove of sweet
renoun

Watched by men and women who came up from Kilcar
rown.

‘Twas often up the Glen I went ro dance ’till break of day
And hear the lively music, the fiddlers they would play.

I can recall no worries at all, no rush to make a poun’
Sure I must say, that life was gay in lovely Kilcar town.

On Sunday morn the Church was full of people from afar
From Crove and Stranakirka they travelled by sidecar.
The old and young from Bogagh were always to be found
Walking out each Holyday to Mass in Kilcar town.

To Cartha’s well and Ciaran’s the people used to go

In fervent prayer they’d thank the Lord for favours He’d
bestowed,

They would test the Holy Water and kiss the Holy ground

I’ll never again see such times in lovely Kilcar town.

Though far away tonight I pray for all the folk at home
In Leitir and in Bavin which is littered over with stone.
By Kilbeg and by Cashel I'd have to go the roun’
Returning home by Cashlings to lovely Kilcar town.

With my journey over in ““Ard Raithne”” I will rest

For in a little corner I'll lie here with the best,

By all my sweet companions I’ll await the trumpet sound

To rise and march together though that lovely Kilcar
rown.

M. O DOMHNAILL
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REPORT ON UNDER-AGE FOOTBALL 1983/°84

At the annual meeting of the club in 1982 it
was expressed that, not enough was being
done for underage football in the parish. No
coaching or training was bemg done on an
organised basis resulting in young players
being asked to play against ones much
superior in the skills and basics of the game.

With this in mind the officers of the club
suggested that a separate committee should be
set up to cater for under-age players from the
ages 9 to 18 years. This was agreed to with the
vice-chairman and assistant secretary in
charge.

Managers were elected to look after the
teams concerned, under 12, 14, 16, 18 years.

New sets of players gear were ordered as
badly dressed teams reflect badly on the club
in general. It was also decided to try and get
parents interested, as it is vital to the success
of the young players.

In a small club area like Kilcar, success in
under-age football will always be dlfflcult as
we have to compete against clubs from blgger
population areas; so it is felt that most success
will be long term, i.e. progression of the better
players to the three adult teams. With this in
mind it was decided to pay special attention to
the 9 to 12 year age groups, because it is at this
age that the basics of the game are learned,
and opinions formed.

Coaching sessions were organised, covering
the basic skills of the game. This was done on
twice weekly basis and proved to be a great
success, with between 50 and 60 boys
attending each session. Use was made of
some of the senior players who came and
instructed the boys in the skills required. This
continued from April to the summer holidays;
the under-14 age group were also given more
advanced instruction about how the game
should be played.

Four teams took part in the County
Championship (under 12, 14, 16, 18) and
played all their games. None of the teams
reached the final stages of the competitions,
but against bigger and stronger players their
performances gave room for optimism.

A seven-a-side competition was run in the
summer. This was confined to the parish.
Eight teams from the under-12 to 14 age
group took part. Special trophies were
presented to the winners, with medals going to
the runners-up.

While everyone was happy with the
progress this year, the organisation must be
10115 going, building on progress already made.

With this in mind. 2=2 = zccord with the
wishes the G.A A E.'-' =z n-Og has been
set up in the :e_ sh, 20 bmid a strong and

can we hope to s

At the ﬁrs:
nOg new team
to take charge of the t=ams

the new Bord
were elected
They were: 1984

U-12s, Packic Hzmghsy, Hugh Shovlin,
John Hegarty.

U-14s: Paddy Swesmes | Brendan McShane,

U-16s: James McGimies . Gerard Shovlin.

U-18s: Sean ‘\'h Ganlc 5~5'-_*r us Gillespie.

- Ann McFadden z=2 7=z O Donnell were
elected secretaries.

In order to have the t===s w=ll prépared for
the championships = w=as decided to start
training as early = 2= w=ar as possible.
Special training was z-vz=zeC in the parish
hall for the und=' 12s and 145 m ﬂarly March
and continued until the o= :. he champion-
ships. Challenge gz arranged for the

pro =rv successful.
Great credit is due 10 the who gave of
their time and transpor: = 5= paration of
the teams, and the fTw=s of their work was
seen in the games thar folowed

The most successful tzam =
under 14s as far as resu -

= vear was the
oncerned. On

their way to the divisonz they defeated
Killybegs, Ardara, Du-z o= 1d  Glen-
colmcille. In all thess zz==s 52 young boys
gave of their best and prowided ws with good
football. More 1mp‘“.;-i thewr behaviour on
and off the field lef: =oo 0 be desired,
and were a credit to ther parens clubs.

The under 12s provided some very close and
exciting games, and it his level that
perhaps the most ir was noted.
Having done very we ames they
were overcome by bi Zer teams

12s was
nal final

later on. The highligh: oF 152 w=
their performance in == Zisio
(losers) against Glenties.

The standard of footbzl = this zam
regarded by some peopls, 25 betier tha
of the “winners’’ final.

In conclusion we would
others to take a more active =
motion of football amonz g
because we should never forger that their
training in sport is just a == p in their
preparation for that greater zz=<, the game
of life itself.

was

:'ro
=
=
o
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KILCAR PIPE BAND ON GOLDEN JUBILEE DAY

A youthful looking Michael Carr learning the skills.

THE ANTRIMS

One wonders how they got this name for the
Curris, Bogach, Sliabh Liag team. But as the

they had sung all their known songs and they
started up the chant as they marched: “Apn
trom”, ““an trom”’. Do bhj na cosa an trom an
oiche sin, They were called the “Antrims®’
from then on,

Snippets

Team manager of the Donegal U-2] team in
1984 was Seamus Gallagher of the Kilcar
senior team. They were defeated by Antrim at
Casement Park, Belfast, by a narrow margin
of one point.

* sk * * * *

Ta Conaill MacCuinneagéin as an
Charraig, fear ga d’imir ina Gige le Cill
Chartha, anois ar Bhord Chumann

Luthchleas Gael san Astrail, .
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CLUB OFFICERS IN
CENTENARY YEAR

Finance Officer:
Sean McGinlsy

New Field Commitiee:

Honorary Presidents:

His Lordship, Bishop Hegarty
Fr. D. McShane, P.P.
James Patrick McGinley

Proinnsias Carr

President:
Michéal O Domhnaill

Chairman:
Charlie McDevitt

Assistant Chairman:
Michael O’Byrne

Secretary:
Seamus Doogan
Assistant Secretary:
James McHugh

Treasurer:
John Carr

Assistant Treasurer:
Philip Garvey

P.R.O.:
John Hegarty

Oifigeach Na Gaeilge:
Michéal O Domhnaill

Charlie O’Donnell
Paddy McDevin:
Michael O’Byrns
Maurice Hegarts

Old Park Commitiee:
Seamus Gillespiz
Peter Hegarty
Frank Sweenss
John Hegarty

Gatemen:

John F. Doogan
Phelim Mollos
Seamus Gildea
James McGinles

Maurice Hegarty

Finance Commitiee:

Sean McGinley
Philip Garvey

Bridie O’Donnel!
John Doogan
Hugh Shovlin

John Carr

Charlie McDevii:

Seamus Doogan
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Wy esmete the purchase of irish Goods jointly sponsored by the Gaelic Athletic An.oci-lion and Irish Cement
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L s st the purchase of Irish Goods jointly sponscred by the Gaelic Athletic Association and Irish Cement







