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Londain

ear go dti Pairc Smaragaid Ruislip
inniu. Failte speisalta forrean, offigi
ags muintir na Dun na nGall.

It is a pleasure to welcome you all to
Ruislip today for this Allianz National
Foothall League Division 2A game against
table toppers Donegal. A very special wel-
come to all our visitors from Donegal.
Hopefully they will enjoy their weekend in
London.

I would particularly like to thank the Tir
Chonaill Gaels and their Sports & Social
club for their tremendous assistance in
organising this whole weekend and indeed
for sponsoring the meal for the teams after
the match.

I would also like to thank our football
team sponsors JCB. With their guests they
are most welcome here today.

London’s performances in the league this
campaign have been most encouraging. In
all four games they have competed until
the final whistle and are most unlucky not
to have a few wins under their belts.

There is a feeling that real progress is
being made in London foothall. Chris Lloyd
set out to organise the structure of the
county team and has to be complimented
for his great efforts.

Now John McParland, assisted by Maurice
Sommers, is moulding a team that will
compete at the highest level. All need to
be complimented and supported for their
commitment.

After the meal this afternoon the draw
for the 2004 Allied Irish Bank London
Senior Football Championship will take
place in the Clubhouse and all are welcome
to attend.

This evening, at the Galtymore Club in
Cricklewood, a grand Reunion dace will
take place. Members of both teams will be
in attendance and tickets are available
throughout the ground today.

Famfm fiochain failte romhaibh go
l

We hope everyone will make the effort to
attend and make the event a success.

A few sad events have taken place over
the last two weeks.

The death of Cormac McAnallen at such a
young age shocked the whole of the GAA
world.

Closer to home, we were all saddened by
the death of Collette Niblock, who was
buried recently in Derry.

To her son Jimmy, his brothers and her
husband Robert, we extend our deepest
sympathy.

On Thursday Patricia Karpjuk, mother in
law of John McParland, was laid to rest. To
Elizabeth, John, Mathew, Thomas,
Benjamin and Katie we offer our sincere

sympath\ﬁ’ .
ay they rest in peace

Hoping you all have a most enjoyable
weekend here in London.

Beannactai na Féile Padraig
Labhrds O Laoghaire
Cathaoirleach



- London’s adopted sons
from Donegal

time since 1998 and no doubt they will

prove once more to be the most welcomed
and entertaining of visitors...not just on the
pitch, but also around the various watering
holes in north and west London, where many of
their supporters will be passing the weekend.

Last time Donegal came to town, London were
being managed by former Donegal county player
Tommy McDermott and despite the fact that
London were well beaten that day (1-6 to 2-15),
those who turned up to watch the game
undoubtedly enjoyed themselves.

For today's game the London fans at least will
be thinking about a lot more than
enjoyment...they will be looking for a positive
result given the very obvious improvements that
have been made by the team in recent weeks.

So far in this league campaign the team have
yet to surrender in the typically London kind of
way.

There is a core of belief and determination
running through the squad at the moment and
that is transmitting itself onto the pitch and
into the team’s performances.

Central to the change of approach has of
course been the already well documented
appointment of John McParland as manager.

His exceptional man management and
communication skills have really struck a cord
with the players he has at his disposal and the
fruits of this are been shown in the week in,
week out performances of many of his players.

Certainly at present, there appears to be a
much better understanding by each player of
what is expected of them and what their specific
duties are for the team.

Added to that, none of the players are in any
doubt as to who is in charge and that level of
respect can only be healthy for the team.

Donegal come back to Ruislip for the first

However, there is a great deal more to this
particular revival than just one man coming in
and talking straight to the players he has.

Training has been intense and with the help
of a number of leading lights in Ireland, a much
more physical approach has been taken.

The improvement in the players is very
obvious and the ability of the team to stick with
their opponents for the full seventy odd minutes
of their National League games has been
paramount in preventing some of the runaway
scorelines we have endured over the past four or
five years.

All too often the real damage to London’s
reputation and confidence was done in the
closing quarter of a game, when London were

unable to stick with their fitter opposition,
something that is not happening any more.

On top of this excellent preparation that the
London players are going through, there is also
a very visible improvement in the quality of the
playing staff.

To the fore of this improvement have been a

number of Donegal natives who have come in
and helped to holster the team considerably.

Certainly Fanad clubman Paddy McConigley
has been a real star turn in the

London defence and his display against
Monaghan last time out in Clones was
praiseworthy indeed,

A strong and resolute defender, he also has
the eye for the occasional excursion hehind
enemy lines as he showed when scoring an
excellent point in the last league game.

Naomh Columba man Hugh Cunningham has
had a quite wretched time with injuries since
arriving in London.

Despite making a huge impression with the
county following his debut against Offaly in the
league last April, Cunningham’s progress has

heen blighted by ill health and misfortune.

Anglo Irish Bank

10 Old Jewry,
— London EC2R 8DN.
Tel: +44 20 7710 7000
Fax: +44 20 7710 7050

www.angloirishbank.co.uk

~ Anglo Irish Bank is pleased to support
The London County Senior Football Team
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A groin injury kept him out for a good deal of
the club season last year and just as he was
getting back to full fitness he suffered a bout of
appendicitis and was pretty much ruled out for
the rest of the year.

A tight marking defender, Hugh has once more
emerged back onto the London team in this
year's league and will be hoping to have
recovered from his latest injury setback that he
suffered last week in order to line out against
his native county.

Gary Kane is another player who arrived from
St Naul's last year and spent the best part of his
first year in London trying to find his way out of
the physio’s room.

However, since this National League started
Kane has shown himself to be a very useful asset
to the team and at present is looking very
comfortable in his midfield slot.

Another St Naul's man, Brian McMonagle,
came to London mid-way through last year and
became a sort of “Mr Play Anywhere” for the Tir
Chonaill Gaels.

As a result of this he never really grabbed the
limelight or headlines, but his performances in
the half back line for London so far this year
have been very impressive indeed.

JP 0'Donnell, from Dungloe, is another of
those players to have come to London and
ended up spending more time than he would
have wanted to in doctor's surgeries and physio
rooms.

The brilliantly talented forward made a huge
impression in London within weeks of joining
the Gaels, with his unique blend of enthusiasm
and character endearing him to pretty much
everyone who met him.

He played in the Championship for London
last year but shortly after fell foul to a lung
infection that pretty well ruined the whole of
his year.

He is slowly getting back on his feet and has
re-joined the panel and hopefully London and
Tir Chonaill Gaels will soon be enjoying the
talents of this infectious young man.

For those readers who have been paying
attention all the way through, it is probably
best to remind you that this piece is not a script
from Casualty or Holby City, but when we move
onto the next Donegal man in the London panel
you may well be forgiven for thinking that it is.

John Paul Breslin from Na Rossa, who is
another relatively recent recruit to Tir Chonaill
Gaels and London, has just recovered from some
very serious back injuries suffered following a
fall from a balcony when on holidays last
summer.

His remarkable recovery was finally completed
last weekend in Clones when he came on for the
final twenty minutes of the game against
Monaghan to make his National League debut
for his adopted county.

Once again, as of yet, London have not seen
anything near the full potential of JP Breslin.

That Donegal influence within the London
team will be massive for today’s game, with the
one sure guarantee being that those 0’'Donnell
hoys playing for the Exiles will be doubly
determined to remind people just who they are.

Donegal’s own track record this year has been
mostly consistent with their one point victory
over Roscommon last week in the league being
deemed a crucial two points for the team.

Like all the top counties, Brian McEniff's team
do not want to be preparing for the
Championship by playing Division 2 football.

They need to be up against top teams week in
week out, so as to be able to best judge where
their own progress is at.

Certainly the 1-22 to 0-7 defeat they suffered
to Tyrone in the McKenna Cup recently in their
own backyard of Ballybofey, would have been
cause for quite a bit of concern.

Especially considering that if Donegal are to
progress in this year's Championship they are
more then likely going to have to overcome

Tyrone somewhere along the line.
It is probably fair enough to say that Division

2 football is not the best arena in the world to
be preparing for such encounters.

CIR CHONAILL GAEL!

SPORTS &
SOCIAL CLUB

Berkeley Avenue Greenford Middlesex UB6 ONZ

Proud to be Sponsor of today’s
After-Match Meal




John Niblock
Celebrate Paddy's Day in London's

oday we are pleased to welcome & e st ' mOSt contemporary lr'Sh Bal'
Tback Johnny Niblock to the London sERe e D . | : :

panel after missing the Monaghan ’ W g
game owing to the sudden death of his

mother Collette back in Derry (may she & i -, { b 3 : i Live Music from 5 pm
rest in peace). : : : :

Johnny has’ been a regular on the AR u ‘ ' ' featurin'g Stone the Crows

London and Parnell teams since his & i I i : el i
arrival here a year ago and he has Lo g i PSyChO Ceile, DJ & more!

roduced sterling performances from the = . g W : . '

Ealf—backlﬁnefo?lfoth. T / e SpECIaI Paddy S Day menu
Today we are also pleased to welcome R * T e s ] served all da Y.

Johnny's father Robert and his younger § g i o o

brother, also Robert, who are our very

special guests here in Ruislip.

ALLIED IRISH BANK (GB)
SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

The draw for the Senior Football Championship takes place after the NFL match
between London and Donegal this afternoon.
All 12 clubs will be placed into a pot and each team will be drawn.

An Riocht Kerry 1st club drawn Club A Group A
Gaels 2nd club drawn Club A Group B
Garryowen 3rd Club B Group A
Jersey Irish 4th Club B Group B
Neasden Gaels 4th Club C Group A

Parnells 6th Club C Group B ; CRICKLEWOOD
Si Brendans 7th Club D Group A ' :

St Kiernans 8th Club D Group B : 152 Cricklewood Broadway,

St Theresa 9th Club E Group A _ London NW2 3ED
Shalloe Pearse 10th Club E Group B

Shannon/Maguires 11th Club F Group A : T 020 8452 4175
Tara 12th Club F Group B

Tir Chonaill Gaels The 5 other clubs in the Jersey Irish Group Kilburn or Willesden Green (Jubilee Line), Cricklewood (Thameslink)
will be put in the pot and the first club Buses 16, 32, 189, 226, 245, 269, 316 & C11

drawn will play Jersey in Jersey
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Dathanna: Blue & Green

Fir lonaid

16
Gavin McEvoy
17
Senan Hehir
18
J P Breslin
19
Padraig O’Donoghue
20
Gordon Weldon
21
Oliver Fitzgerald
22
Patrick Lynott
23
Conor Mohan
24
Paddy Connelly
25
J P O’Donnell
26
Brian McMonagle

1
James Kinahan
Round Towers

Réiteoir:
H. Bierne
(Ros Comain)

"‘
a.

Ddan na nGall .

Dathanna: Gold & Green

1
Paul Durcan
Na Ceithre Maistri

2 3 4 2 3 4
Carl Scanlon Nathan Kane Sean Murphy Nial McCready = Raymond Sweeney Damien Diver
An Riocht/ Parnells St Brendans Aodh Ruadh An Clochan Liath Ard an Ratha
Kerry Gaels
5 6 7 5 6 7
Patrick McGonigley  John Niblock Morgan Drea Shane Carr Barry Monaghan  Eamon McGee
Tir Chonaill Gaels Parmnells Garryowen Na Ceithre Maistri Captain Gaoth Dobhair
Na Ceithre Maistri
8 9 8 9
Gary Kane James Carmody John Gildea Stephen McDermot
Tir Chonaill Gaels St Brendans Naomh Conarl Gleann Fhinne
]\
10 11 12 j 10 11 12
Brendan Egan Colm Foody Patrick Quinn 4 Christy Toye Michael Hegarty Brian Roper
Round Towers An Riocht/ St Clarets Naomh Michael Cill Chartha Aodh Ruadh
Kerry Gaels
13 14 15 13 14 15
Seamus Byrnes Paul Hehir Barry McDonagh Colm McFadden  Adrian Sweeney Brendan Devenney
St Theresa's Tara Tir Chonaill Gasls Naomh Michael An Clochan Liath Naomh Adhambain
Manager Manager Mentors
John McParland Brian McEniff P J McGowan, Michael Oliver Mcintyre
Trainer Trainer Coach

Maurice Sommers

Patsy McGonigle

Joe McBrearty

Fir lonaid
16
Sean Sweeney
17
Eamon Doherty
18
Barry Dunnion
19
Karl Lacy
20
Paul McGonigle
21
Dessie McNamar:
22
Brian McLaughlin
23
John Haran
24
Eamon Reddin
25
Johnny McCaffert
26
Noel McGinley
27

Stephen Cassidy
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l* Donegal, the exiles
and that man McEniff

Donegal people and the way that they
support one another wherever they are
in the world.

Take a look in London and the strength
of the Tir Chonaill Gaels club in London has
been born, not just out of a lot of hard
work on the training field, but also out of
a great deal of togetherness off it, be it in
business matters or in personal matters.

Travel further afield to America and in
places like New York, clubs such as the
Donegal club are a home away from home,
not just for ex-pats from the land of
0'Donnell but also for anyone who comes
into their club.

Even further away in the far reaches of
the southern hemisphere men like Hughie
Greene, Barney McCahill and Jim Gallagher
have worked tirelessly to keep the Irish
traditions alive and also to help people out
whenever they can.

Probably because of this factor, when
Donegal finally and in truth quite
unexpectedly reached their holy grail of
winning the All-Ireland in 1992, they were
easily the best received champions in quite
some time,

The whole Ulster hoodoo had been
broken the year before with Down picking
up the Province’s first Sam in thirty years,
but the thing about Donegal was that with
the exception of the odd Derry man, they
had few if any enemies. Everyone seemed
to have a soft spot for them.

Certainly in London at the time, Donegal
foothall was high on the agenda, with Tir
Chonaill Gaels exploding onto the scene
with their great teams of the early 1990’s.

At the time, the Donegal influence on
the playing side was considerable to say

There is something quite unique about

the least, with the team at times having as
many as a dozen home grown players in
the starting fifteen.

Indeed, it was often said that if you
weren't from Donegal then there was ittle
point in joining the Gaels unless you had a
fair degree of inter-county experience...a
little harsh maybe, but at the same time it
was also a fair indication of the number of
Donegal men involved with the club.

Throughout the vears there have been
several very gifted Donegal men playing
their football in London.

Quite naturally many of them gravitated
towards the Tir Chonaill Gaels but there
were also a few who slipped though the
net and ended up further afield.

For the Gaels in the past fifteen or so
years there have heen a few players who
were later to become household names
throughout Ireland.

Barry  Cunningham, John Duffy and
current Donegal keeper Tony Blake all won
Championships with the Gaels in the
1990's.

Likewise, former Donegal minor Pascal
Cullen was another regular with the
Greenford club as was All-Treland U-21
medal winner Maurice Carr.

Away from the Tir Chonaill side of town,
another All-Treland U-21 winner with
Donegal and Ulster senior medallist,
Tommy McDermott has played for and
managed the London county team as well
as being the rock upon which the St
Brendan’s club was built.

The Reid brothers, Donal and Ollie, both
had spells in London, with Ollje winning
championships in 1990 with the Gaels and
1995 with the Tara club. Donal also
contributing to the Tara success of 1995,

The inside-story of Donegal
football as told by those that
brought Sam to the Hills in

1992,

Honest, edgy and often
humourous, this 400-page book
captures the essence of Donegal

football over a 20-year period.

One of the most compelling tales in Gaelic games has just
been told. Make sure you get your hands on a copy!

“The best GAA book of the year by far!”
- Sunday Sport, RTE Radio One

ON SALE TODAY

AT THE EMERALD SHOP

(also at www.samsforthehills.com)




Iq Donegal, the exiles
and that man McEniff

...® Continued

Other former Donegal county men who
have also played for London in recent
years include John Connors from Dungloe
and former minor star David McGinley from
St Eunans,

Some of those players who didn't quite
make the grade with their home county but
nonetheless excelled here in London
included Terence Gallagher  (formerly
Falcarragh, now St Eunans), Gerry Boyle
(Killybegs), Frankie Gallagher
(Ballyshannon), Timmy McBride (Naomh
Mhuire) and Eoin Bonner (Gweedore).

However, despite the abundance of
talent that is so obviously available in the
county, the ability to gel the whole thing
together has proved beyond so many
gifted managers.

The one man that seems to have the
Midas touch when it comes to all thing
GAA in the county is, of course, Brian
McEniff,

It goes without saying that he has been
personally responsible for the development
of not just so many of the household
names that we know of in general GAA
circles, but also some of the lesser lights
who have stopped to illuminate London for
a short while.

McEniff's  record with Donegal s
incredible.

Stretching right back to the early 1970's
when he led them as player/manager to
their first Ulster title, through to 1983 and
their second crown and on to that great
day in September 1992 when Anthony
Molloy and his men defied the odds and

turned over Dublin in their own back-yard
to lift Donegal's one and only Sam
Maguire.

Having stepped away from the job for a
number of years to allow the likes of
Mickey Moran and Declan Bonner their
chance in the hot-seat, popular demand
and the plight of the county persuaded the
Bundoran club man to throw his hat into
the managerial ring once more.

To say that he had a massive influence
would be a gross understatement and the
appearance of Donegal in an All-Ireland
semi-final in August of last year was
perfect testimony to the fact that there is
no substitute for good man management
and respect from the players.

Coaches can design all forms of training
drills and games, but if the players do not
respect the man in charge then the team is
on the road to nowhere.

In Donegal there has never been any
doubt about the fact that the players are
100% behind Brian McEniff,

Despite a recent health scare, Brian is
back at the helm again and looking
forward to the upcoming Championship,

Having been elected Chairman of the
County Board last year, McEniff decided to
stand down after just one year, so as to
focus on the role that, if truth be told, he
was kind of pushed into last year.

It was very much a case of your county
needs you and the former foster father of
Sam went running.

But, then again, it's very doubtful
whether Brian McEniff would want it any
other way.

WHO BETTER TO HELP YOU BEAT
YOUR COMPETITORS?

Voted Britain's Best Business Banlk for an unprecedented fourth time in
succession by the Forum of Private Business, This is the largest business
banking survey in the country, involving nearly 8,000 businesses.

g ) )

If you are the owner-manager of a successful, established business and want

more information on why our relationship banking service means better

business, call us today.
CALL: 0870 6080216

Allied Irish Bank (GB), Bankcentre, Belmont Road, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB8 1SA

| 5 ied Irish Banks ¢.). incorporated in Novthern Ireland,
ish Bank (GB3) s a trade mark used under licence by AIB Group (UK) p.Le. (a wholly owned subsidiary l:!;\Hu\:7|m<!|w|hnh. g, incorporated i
A k(G A Registered ="1'r'w’u 4 Queen’s Square, Relfast BT 30, Registered Number NE 18800,




|o

Cormac McAnallen
- A tribute

followers been greeted by such

shocking and indeed mind numbing
news as that of the sudden and unexpected
death of newly appointed Tyrone football
captain, Cormac McAnallen,

At just twenty-four years of age,
McAnallen had already won All-Ireland
medals at minor, U-21 and senior for his
county and captained the team at all levels.

On top of that he had also won a Sigerson
medal with Queens, played for UCD,
represented Ulster and Ireland and also
claimed an All-Star award for himself. A
remarkable football career indeed.

When the news broke of McAnallen’s
death, people spoke of time standing still,
of a day passing by with little meaning or
direction...people were simply numbed by
the news.

To lose a sporting icon in their prime is
tragic in any arena. All too often we hear of
boxers, cyclists, motor racers and jockeys
being killed in their own pursuit of
excellence.

Indeed, in GAA we have had the tragic
case of Paul McGirr dying whilst playing on
the same Tyrone minor team as Cormac
McAnallen.

All these losses are tragic and affect
many people, but somehow the passing of
McAnallen, due to a viral infection in his
heart, is much harder to fathom.

In the absence of Peter Canavan, he was
the undisputed leader of the team.

At the time of his death, McAnallen had
Just lifted his first senior trophy as captain
of the Tyrone team, when they defeated
Donegal in the final of the Dr McKenna Cup
in front of 12,000 people.

He made his debut for Tyrone at just
nineteen years of age in 1999 and since
then, barring periods of injury, he had been

Seldom, in recent times, have GAA

a fixture on the Tyrone senior team.

As a trainer he was peerless,
conscientious of everything he did on the
training field, he had the desire to be the
best at everything that he attempted...not
in the arrogant manner of so many other
“stars”, but n a very self motivated way in
which he inspired others on to personal
excellence as well.

Tyrone manager Mickey Harte regarded his
young captain very highly and was visibly
shaken when addressing the press in the
days after Cormac’s death.

For Mickey it was the second time he had
had to deal with such a set of
circumstances, having been the Tyrone
manager at the time of the Paul McGirr
tragedy.

Alas, his duties on such occasions are not
the sort that one would wish to perfect.

The outpouring of emotion and sympathy
towards Cormac, his family and for Tyrone
football in general has once again proven
what a fantastically spiritual and supportive
organisation that the GAA and its members
can be in times of need.

Unfortunately for Tyrone, they have heen
the recipients of such outpourings all too
often in the past decade, between the
Omagh bomb, in which several prominent
members of the GAA in the county were
lost, through to the loses suffered by Kevin
Hughes and his family and also the McGirrs.

Now alas, the McAnallens of Eglish are
seeing at first hand the true spirit that
dwells within the Gael.

On behalf of the London GAA, we would
like to extend our deepest sympathies to

Cormac’s parents Brendan and Bridget,
his brothers Fergus and Donal and his
fiancée Ashlene.

May he rest in peace.
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Irish World House
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“POWER" - HELPING TO BUILD BRITAIN

SEULY

JCB is proud of its association with Irish Contractors, Civil Engineers, Farmers
and Plant Hirers all over the UK and all over the world.

We are delighted to be in a position to support the senior footballers
of London. We look forward to an all Ireland final when London takes
the Sam Maguire!




