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All-Ireland Minor Football Championship Semi-Final

Corcaigh v. Maigh Eo

2.00.i.n. Rerreou" M. Convery (Do:re)
Linesmen: N. Cooney (Uibh Fhaili) STAND-BY REFEREE
M. Hughes (Tir Eoghain)
G. McCabe (Baile Atha Cliath) STAND-BY LINESMAN
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Corcatgh v. Maigh Eo

3.30.i.n. Réiteoir: J. Bannon (Longfort)

Linesmen: P. McEnaney (Muineachain) sTAND-BY REFEREE
M. McGrath (Din na nGall)
G. McCabe (Baile Atha Cliath ) STAND-BY LINESMAN

Ar gClidach

Sinne Fianna Fil,
Até faoi gheall ag Eirinn, | 9  {
Buion dar slua

Thar toinn do rainig chugainn

Faoi mhoid bheith saor,

Sean-tir ar sinsear feasta

Ni fhagfar faoin tioran na faoin traill.
Anocht a theam sa bhearna baoil .
Le gean ar Ghaeil chun béis no saoil Y Bank of Ireland =

Football Championship

Le gunna scréach faoi lamhach na bpiléar,

Our cover features
Seo libh canaig amhran na bhFiann. James Nallen (Maigh Eo) and

Ciaran O'Sullivan (Corcaigh).
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Get the results with Scoreline.
If you can’t catch the Football & Hurling action this summer, Just follow the easy steps below

for all the results with Scoreline, a free and exclusive service to Eircell 087 customers. %

+
* Press your phone menu button
* Go to messages

cie I G Jwri
* Go to create/write messages
eIRceI * Type in GAA
* Press Send/OK

GAA ALL STARS JRESAenS

The results will then be automatically forwarded direct to your mobile phone. It couldn’t be simpler!
Scoreline from Eircell - keeping you on the ball.

*Excluding RTG Customers. " This may vary depending on your handset.
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Safety Notice

In the interests of safety, patrons will not be
allowed to enter the playing arez after the games.

The policy to prohibit such encroachment in the
future has been taken to avoid further injuries
and possible fatality and has been taken on the
advice and promptings of the safety authorities,
namely the Gardai, Dublin Corporation & Fire
Brigade and the Eastern Health Board. Unlike
many other grounds, Croke Park with its sunken
areas close to the pitch presents particular haz-
ards in a pitch encroachment situation.
Supporters are sincerely thanked for their co-
operation to date and are asked to continue this
co-operation in the future to ensure that games
can be enjoyed without recourse to fencing or
avoidable obstructions to seeing the action from
all vantage points. Together we can ensure that a
Croke Park experience is both enjoyable and safe,
particularly for the young and vulnerable.

o M

Ground Regulations -

1. All persons entering this ground are admitted
only subject to the following Ground
Reszulations and to the Rules and
Reculations of the Gaelic Athletic Association.
Eniry to the ground shall be deemed to con-
stitute ungualified acceptance of all these
Rules and Regulations.

2. Fireworks, smoke canisters, bottles, glasses,
cans, flags, banners, poles and other similar
ariicles or containers, including anything
which could or might be used as a weapon,
are not permitted within the ground, and any
persons in possession of such an article or
container may be refused entry or ejected
from the ground.

3. Speciators are not permitted to bring alcohol
into the ground/arena.

4. The climbing of walls, stands or other buildings
in the ground is forbidden.

5. Excessive noise such as that from the use of
radio sets or other appliances and behaviour
likely to cause confusion or nuisance of any
kind including foul or abusive language is not
permitted in any part of the ground.

Péirc An Chrécaigh

6. Under no circumstances is it permitted to throw
any objects onto the pitch.

7. Unauthorised persons are not permitted to
enter upon the field of play and shall be
ejected.

8. Any person who fails to comply with the
instructions from a steward may be ejected
from the ground.

9. The stadium management reserve the right of
admission.

10.The stadium management reserves the right to
refuse admission to or to eject any person who
refuses to be searched by a police officer.

11. Any person who remains in a gangway or aisle
may be ejected from the ground.

12.The G.A.A. reserves the right for its servants or
agents to remove from the stadium any person
who does not comply with the Ground
Regulations or whose presence on the ground
could reasonably be construed as constituting a
source of danger, nuisance or annoyance to
other spectators.

* C.C.T.V. is in operation at this stadium.

Medical / Lost Children

Upper Hogan: Medical Centre rear of Press Area.
Lower Hogan: Treatment and Cardiac Ambulance
rear of Section G/L.

New Stand Lower: Medical Centre rear of Section 301.
New Stand Upper: Medical Centre rear of Section
701. Treatment and Cardiac Ambulance rear of Stand.
Medical Personnel on duty on Premium & Box Level.

Hill 16: Treatment Ambulance beside Treatment
Centre rear of Terrace.

The Site Medical Officer will be situated on the
pitch in front of the Nally Stand.

All Treatment Centres are staffed by

St. John's Ambulance Brigade members.

Lost Children

Lost Children can be collected at the above Medical
Centres.

Public
Telephone

Locations

e Pay Phone and
Card Phone beside the
entrance to

Section P Lower
Hogan Stand opposite
the main sweet shop.
e Pay Phone beside
the stairs to Upper
Hogan Section P/R,
close to the
Information Box.

New Stand

® Lower Level (Level 3),
Pay Phone at rear of
Sections 309/310.

e Premium Level
(Level 5), Card
Phone/Credit Card
Phone at rear of
Section 510.

e Box Level (Level 6),
Call Card at elevator
opposite Box 633.

o Upper Level (Level 7),
Pay Phone next to lift
at rear of Section 708.
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Maigh Eo chun ‘Dibailt’ na gCorcaioch A Chosc!

thosai Mhaigh Eo i gcraobhchluiche Chonnachta. Le

blianta roimhe sin b’é an t-aon locht a bhi ar an
bhfoireann nad mi-éifeacht na dtosai mar aonad. Ciallaionn
sé seo gur foireann le haireamh iad curaidh Chonnachta
anois.

A dhala céanna le Corciagh; ba mhé uair go raibh na
‘réabhloidithe’ chomh maith le foireann ar bith eile ach
amhain na scoranna in oiridint da n-éifeacht sa chuid eile
den phairc a ghnétha. Faoi dheireadh d’éirigh leo an locht
sin a cheartl agus ghothaigh siad dha chraobh as a chéile i
1989 agus i 1990. O shin i leith bhiodar, den chuid is mo, in
isle bri agus 6 thdinig an tosach ab’ fhearr a bhi acl i réim
mar bhainisteoir, Larry O Toimicin, taid ag dul i bhfeabhas
de réir na bliana.

Nuair a thainig Maigh Eo ‘ar ais’ go dti an chraobhchluiche
i 1989 tar éis tamall maith sa bhfisach b’iad na caili
imeartha acu sa chluiche sin Corcaigh. Ta neart daoine ann
a cheapann go raibh an ceann ab’ fhearr ag na hlartharaigh
ar fhoireann Chorcaf an | sin ach nar éirigh leo clpla seans
ar chiil a ghnéthd a chur i gerich.

Is cinnte go bhfuil foireann thar an gcoiteann ag Corcaigh.
Is fior-annamh a chloitear Ciarrai le farrasbarr de shé (6)
cGilini. Cé go raibh said ar gcll ag leath-am bhiodar lan de
sprid is teaspach sa dara leath agus le dha chal 6 O
Coiledin agus O Muiri bhiodar ar a mbealach do chraobh na
Mumhan,

Is féidir a ra faoi imreoiri Mhaigh Eo go bhfuil ciigear
déag (n6 fil ochtar déag) d’fhir chomh scafanta is a bhfaca
th ariamh - cuma éifeachtach orthu agus scil d’ard-ghrad. Ta
na tacaigh laidir cumasach agus ta beirt i lar pairce chomh
maith is ata ar fail. Mar adiradh ta na tosai in inmhe

B’oscailt sil da lan daoine an feabhas a bhi tagtha ar

'LN.T.O. / G.A.A. Mini-Sevens

scoranna a ghnétha agus ta O hOrain gus Mac Domhnaill ar
an mbeirt is fedrr diobh. An t-aon laige a fheictear ar an
bhfoireann seo nd nach mbionn an cdlbaire ré-chinnte de
féin scaiti; mas féidir leis mdinin a bheith aige as na fir
tacaigh os a chomhair agus gan dul sa tseans tri bheith in
iomaiocht leo le haghaidh na cinn “6n spéir anuas” beidh
sé inchurtha leis na laochra Mhaigh Eoigh sa suiomh sin
fada!

Beidh dinghaois ag Corcaigh - agus ni ag na peileadéiri
féin amhain - an deichit deireannach den dara milaois a chri-
ochnl faoi mar a thosaigh siad &, is & sin, an ddbailt chraob-
hacha Uile-Eireann a bhaint. Ar nddigh beidh siad ag sdil go
mbeidh an bua acu inniu chun an rin sin a chur i gerich.

Beidh dinghaois da gcuid féin ag Maigh Eo. On bhliain
seo caite nuair a dhi-chuir na Gaillimhigh iad mar churaidh
Chonnachta ta sé ag do na geirbe jontu gur rinne fir na
dTreibh gniomh néar éirigh le Maigh Fo, da fheabhas iad, a
chur i gcich, is & sin, ‘Sam’ a bhreith trasna na Sionna tar
éis dha bhliain triochad. Beidh fir na bPairc Céide ar bis
chun aithris a dhéanamh ar an éacht sin agus cur leis an
gcail a bhain Gaillimh amach don Chiige.

Togha cluiche chugainn maisea agus an toradh ag brath ar
a eifeachtai a mbionn gach imreoir ‘ar an 18’. T4 na Corcaigh
nios éifeachtai maidir le ctil a ghn6thl cé gur cuireadh ion-
tas ar chach gur chuir Maigh Eo trf cinn isteach i lin chu-
raidh Uile-Eireann 1998. Mas féidir le Daithi O hEanaigh
smacht a choinnedil ar ‘Joe’ Caomhanach taoiseach na
dtosai ag Corcaigh beidh an a le Maigh Eo ceaptar. Ar a
laghad ar bith ni décha go bhfeicfear sard an chluiche seo i
mbliana.

Tréaslaitear leo as craobhacha a gCaigi a bhaint agus
guitear rath orthu araon.

Peil (Buachailli) Peil (Cailini)
Team | Team | Team K Team L
Cork - Red and White Maigh Eo - Red and Green Cork - Red and White Mayo - Red and Green
Pitch: Defending Hogan Stand - Pitch: Defending Cusack Stand - Pitch: Defending Cusack Stand - Pitch: Defending Hogan Stand -
Canal End. Canal End Hill 16 End Hill 16 End.
1. Padraig Bulfin, 1. Patrick Conroy, 1. Stacey Costine, 1. Kellie Fennell,
Bishop Foley School, Carlow Shrule N.S., Mayo. St. Colman's N.S., Cloyne, Cork. Moneystown N.S., Wicklow.
2. Philip Bannon, 2. David Rooney, 2. Sarah Hoey, 2. Corina Delaney,
Grange N.S., Tipperary. St. Endd’s N.S., Carraroe, Sligo. Knockanean N.S., Clare. Killyan N.S., Galway.
3. Pat Hartley, 3. Mark Cummins, 3. Aishling English, 3. Kelly-Marie Killian,
Listerlin N.S., Kilkenny. Danescastle N.S., Wexford. Ballymacarbry N.S., Waterford. Mnsr. McCarthy N.S., Cornafulla,
4. Calm Dillon, 4. Aidan Fallon, 4. Rebecca Fitzgerald, Roscommon.
Doonbeg N.S., Clare. Ballinlass N.S., Galway. Milford N.S., Limerick. 4. Ciara Walsh,
5. Patrick Cronin, 5. Geardid Cunniffe, 5. Cathy Grant, The Neal N.S., Mayo.
Scoil Eoin, Ballincollig, Cork. Ballybay Central N.S., Roscommon. Piltown N.S., Kilkenny. 5. Stephanie O'Reilly,
6. John Bourke, 6. Gareth Reynolds, 6. Linda Lonergan, Geevagh N.S,, Sligo.
Oola N.S., Limerick. Scoil Mhuire, Carriggallen, Leitrim. Ardfinnan N.S., Tipperary. 6. Talitta Quinn,
7. Thomas Murray, 7. Darren Costello, 7. Kylie Murphy, St. Joseph's N.S., Mohill, Leitrim.
Scoil Eoin, Ballincollig, Cork. Coosan N.S., Westmeath. St. Fach's N.S., Graiguecullen, Laois § 7. Bernice Byme,
8. Tony Ryan, 8. Shane Stenson, 8. Sarah Hourigan, Geevagh N.S., Sligo.
Grange N.S., Tipperary. St. Endd’s N.S., Carraroe, Sligo. Milford N.S., Limerick, 8. Kara Moran,
9. John Balfe, 9. Richard Kavanagh, 5. Déirdre McMahan, Moneystown N.S., Wicklow.
Stonepark N.S., Longford. St. Eman's N.S., Rathnew, Wicklow. Castlebridge N.S., Wexford. 9. Claire Comerford,
10. Art Murphy, 10. John Connellan, 10. Mairéad Mclntyre, St. Fiach's N.S., Graguecullen, Laois.
Danescastle N.S., Wexford. Coosan N.S., Westmeath. St. Rynagh's N.S., Banagher, Offaly. | 10. Emer Gallagher,
St. Rynagh's N.S., Banagher, Offaly.
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in action against Kerry’s
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Back row (1-n):
Alan Quirke,
Alan O’Regan,
John Miscealla,
Martin Cronin,
Joe Kavanagh,
Nicholas Murphy,
Michael OSullivan,
Mark O’Sullivan,
Ronan McCarthy,
Sean Og O hailpin,
Michael Cronin,
John Davis,

Front row (l-n):
Mark O’Connaor,
Brendan Walsh,
Fionan Murray,
Padraig 0'Mahony,
Ciaran O'Sullivan,
Owen Sexton,
Philip Clifford
(captain),

Kevin O’Dwyer,
Brendan Jer
O'Sullivan,
Anthony Lynch,
Fachtna Collins.
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Cork hurlers provide an added incentive for footballers

championship game but the victory of Cork hurlers in their
All-Ireland senior semi-final earlier this month will give an
added spur to the Rebel County senior footballers in their quest
for a senior final ticket.
A win would earn Cork the opportunity to end the decade as they
began it with All-Ireland senior champions in hurling and football,
The footballers return to headquarters having silenced many
doubters last time out by dethroning provincial champions Kerry
at Pairc Ui Chaoimh in the Munster final.
Even though Cork went into that game buoyed up by a fine
achievement in regaining the Church and General National
League fitle after ten years, many still felt that they would have
to give best to the Kingdom.
But after 2 somewhat uncertain start, Cork turned in a power-
packed second half display to emerge handsome winners over
the fancied Kerrymen before 42,755 spectators.
It is @ measure of the quality of Cork’s secand half showing that
they conceded just two points in that period and over-all they
confined Kerry to 2-4, their lowest score in a Munster final in
many years.
Cork trailed by three points at the interval, but they lost no time
in the second half in getting on a winning course. After scoring
three unanswered points in the first thirteen minutes, they struck
a decisive blow when substitute Fachtna Collins scored a goal
to put his side 1-8 to 2-2 ahead.
There was no stopping the home team after that and a goal by

N o team needs an incentive for victory in an All-Ireland

another substitute, Fionan Murray, in the 62nd minute strength-
ened their grip on the title. At the final whistle they were cham-
pions again after four years on a scoreline of 2-10 to 2-4.

CLASSIC DISPLAY

This was a display of class, all round ability and assurance by
Cork. They also showed real character in recavering superbly
from the concession of two first half goals.

Don Davis, a link with the team beaten by Derry in the 1993 All-
Ireland final, had an outstanding game for Cork., He'worked tire-
lessly and to very good effect from first to final whistle.

Michael O’Sullivan’s power-packed football in the middle of the
park was another key factor in ensuring success.

After conceding the two first half goals, Cork’s defence settled
down to present an unyielding barrier to the Kerry attack.
Ronan McCarthy, Sean Og O hAilpin and Ciaran O'Sullivan,
another survivor from thei9g3z All-lreland final, were very much
to the forefront in marshalling the division into a tight and dis-
ciplined unit.

A good win over Dublin in the League summit and a convincing
success at the expense of the “old enemy” clearly indicate that
Cork are now a formidable power.

This good League and Championship run has also built up
teamwork and confidence and, with a first Sam Maguire Cup
outing since 1993 beckoning, the Leesiders can be depended
on to respond to the challenge with all out endeavour and
no little skill.
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Back row (I-n:
Kevin Cabhill,
David Heaney,
John Casey,
Peter Burke,
David Brady,
James Nallen,

Maurice Sheridan,
James Horan.

I -

action at Croke Park in recent seasons, build on their win
over Galway in the Bank of Ireland Connacht senior final by
reaching another decider? :
Only time will tell but the quality of their football when seeing

Can Mayo, no strangers to All-lreland senior championship

off a team that many fancied to retain the All-lreland title, augurs

well for this testing assignment.

Mayo, with a side rich in All-Ireland final experience, gave one of

their best displays in a long time when chalking up a splendid
twenty-one points in their provincial semi- ﬁnal win over
Roscommon.

Some of the scores came from movements stretchmg over the
-entire length of the pitch. | :
Nevertheless, there were many who still felt that Mayo were not
up to the standard required to regain the provincial title, even
though Galway had not exactly set the scene alight in the earlier
rounds.

But a plucky and solid all round display, excellent points scoring
by James Horan and the introduction of substitutes Pat Fallon

and Kieran McDonald proved a winning formula for Mayo at rain-

drenched Tuam Stadium before an attendance of 31,173.

David Nestor gave Mayo a tonic with a classic goal in the twen-
ty-eight minute to put the challengers i-5 to o-7 ahead.

But four minutes later Padraig Joyce had Galway back in front
and the defending champions led by 1-9 to 1-6 at the interval.
When John Donnellan opened the second half scoring with a
point it appeared as though Galway were heading for their
expected win. Certainly, few would then have been prepared to
bet that the score would prove Galway's last of the game.

Front row (l-r):
David Nestor,
Fergal Costello,
Kenneth
Mortimer,
Aidan Higgins,
Colm

u McManaman

: Alan Roche,
Gordan Morley.

SIAUNTONS
HTERSPORT.

It was then that Mayo underlined their character by redoubling
their efforts and Horan began to find the points range in
sparkling fashion. He scored three without reply to get Mayo
back on equal terms at 1-10 each and set the scene for the final
winning burst.

~ Substitutes McDonald and Fallon also came very much into the

picture as Mayo took the game ta the defending champions in
match-winning fashion. They finished with a real flourish with
four points to leave no doubt as to their right to represent the
province in the All-lreland series.

This was a véry workmanlike and controlled display by Mayo.
Horan set the standard with his best display in the county
colours in some time and his accurate finishing did much to
spark Mayo into match-winning gear.

Alan Roche, a late replacement at left half back for the injured Noel
Connelly, stamped his personality on the success in a big way.

He linked up superbly with Fergal Costello and David Heaney in
a solid half-back line that played a major role in the victory.
Kenneth Mortimer, who is making a big success of his transfer
from defence to attack, led Mayo in dashing style and substi-
tutes Fallon and McDonald made the most of their limited
appearances with play that was intelligent and very beneficial to
the side.

No doubt Mayo will benefit greatly from that win over the then
All-Ireland champions. They will not be in the least over-awed
either by Corl’s heady performances of late and look capable of
celebrating their Croke Park return with their best display there

in a long time. =
R
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Cork and Mayo Renew Minor

Semi-Final Rivalry After Eight Years

e All-Ireland minor football championship

T:rings Cork and Mayo into opposition for
the first time since the All-lreland final of

1991, which Cork won by 1-9 to 1-7.
Cork had a win over Western opposition on
their last minor semi-final appearance—4-11 to
0-4 against Galway in 1993.
Mayo’s last semi-final success was at the
expense of Kildare in 1991 by 1-12 to 2-3.
Since then they lost semi-finals in 1996 to
Kerry and 1997 to Laois.
Mayo regained the Connacht minor football
title after two years and are now holders of 32
provincial crowns. :
Cork won their first Munster title in six years
last month and their 26th crown over-all.
Each county played just two games on the
way to this semi-final

MAYO’S SUCCESS IN CONNACHT

4th July at Tuam Stadium:

Mayo 1-19; Roscommon o
Scorers: Barry Loftus 1-2, Alan Dillon o-4, Billie
Joe Padden o0-4, John Moran o-3, Gary Dillon o-
2, James Gill o-1, Gavin Duffy o-1, Paul Coady
0-1, Rory Keane o-1.

18th July at Tuam Stadium:

Mayo 3-3; Galway 1-6.
Scorers: James Gill 1-2, Eoin Gallagher 1-1,
Barry Loftus 1-o.

For: 4-22 (34 points).
Against: 3-10 (19 points)
Average: 2.26

LOFTUS SETS THE SCORING PACE

Barry Loftus sets the scoring pace for Mayo
with 2-2. Next comes James Gill with 1-3 and
he is followed by Alan Dillon o-4, Billie Joe
Padden o-4, Eoin Gallagher 1-1, John Moran o0-3
and Gary Dillon o-2.

Gavin Duffy, Paul Coady and Rory Keane with a
point each completed the returns.

For: 4-22 (34 points).
Against: 3-10 (19 points).
Average: 1.79
JOINT TOP

Barry Loftus with 1-2 in the opening round and
James Gill with exactly the same scoreline last
time out, show the way in the Mayo chart for

leading individual match returns.

CORK’S RECORD

Cork, like Mayo, entered their provincial cham-
pionship at the semi-final stage:

7th July at Pairc Ui Chaoimh:

Cork 1-18; Limerick 1-5.
Scorers: Paudie Hurley 0-6, John Flavin o-5,
Robert O’Mahony 1-1, David Niblock, Bernard
Collins, Conor Brosnan, Damien Delaney, Conor
McCarthy and C. Sheehan a point each.

18th July at Pairc Ui Chaoimh:

Cork 2-16; Kerry 1-8.
Scorers: Paudie Hurley o-7, Conor Brosnan 1-0,
Conor McCarthy o-3, Bernard Collins o-2,
Robert O’Mahony ©-2, Damien Delaney o-1,
Tom Kenny o-1. Cork’s other goal in this game
was an “own goal” by a Kerry defender.

HURLEY WELL AHEAD ON SCORESHEET
Paudie Hurley is well ahead in the Cork score-
sheet with 0-13. Well down the field in second
place is Robert O’Mahony with 1-3 and he is
followed by John Flavin with o-5.

Conor Brosnan scored 1-1, Conor McCarthy o-4,
Bernard Collins 0-3, Damien Delaney 0-2,
David Niblock o-1, Tom Kenny o-1 and C.
Sheehan o-1.

Cork’s other goal was scored by a Kerry
defender.

TOPS FOR BOTH COUNTIES

Paudie Hurley recorded the highest score by a
Cork and Mayo player in a single match so far
at o-7 against Kerry last time out. Five points
were from frees.

James Gill (Maigh Eo) is tackled by Galway’s Seamus Rabbitte.

Mionuir

| Cork in beating Leitrim

QOver the years, Cork
and Mayo minor teams
have performed some
spectacular scoring
feats which inevitably
included a rich harvest
of goals and the
Leesiders’ most reward-
ing afternoon in raising
the green flag was in
the 1964 Munster semi-
final when luckless
Waterford were hit for
nine (and 12 points) at
Fermoy. That, not sur-
prisingly, was Cork’s
greatest-ever goal-scor-
ing spree exceeding by
one Mayo’s record of
eight which they totted
up when beating
Leitrim in the 1940
Connacht final (8-5 to
1-6).

But eventually Mayo
went one better than

by 10-11 to 2-5 in the
first round in 1978.
These figures are
unlikely to be improved
on in the near future.
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Mayo’s Semi-Final Wins

n their very first year competing in the
Iminor championship (1930), Mayo recorded

a nine-point win over All-Ireland champions,
at this stage at regular intervals and over the
years their 15 wins have included victories
over all the under-age powers - Dublin, Louth,
Kerry, Cork, Tyrone and Meath.

Clare and since then they have recorded wins I t took more than 30 years of champi-

Minor Meetings -

Cork and Mayo

onship activity fo produce the first-ever

meeting of Cork and Mayo in minor foot-
ball. This was the 1961 final of which Cork
were unexpected winners with eleven points
to spare. Next time out Mayo made amends

e

Mionuir

The details: by winning by nine points and the tally is

1930 Mayo 2-3; Clare o-0 still even with three wins each after Cork’s

1933 Mayo o0-12; Dublin 0-8 1991 success. The scorelines of the six

1935 Mayo  1-4; Louth 1-4 meetings were:

replay Mayo 3-5; Louth 1-2

1940 Mayo 3-12; Kerry 35 1961 - Final

1947 Mayo o-7;  Kerry 11 Cork 3-7; Mayo 05

1953 Mayo 5-2; Armagh 1-5 1966 - Semi-final

1958 Mayo 4-5; Kerry  3-5 Mayo 5-6; Cork 2-6

1961  Mayo 1-10; Dublin 2-6 1971 - Final

1962 Mayo 2-12; Down 19 Mayo 2-15; Cork 2-7

1966 Mayo 5-6; Cork 2-6 1974 - Final

1971  Mayo 3-8; Tyrone 0-13 Cork 1-10; Mayo 1-6

1974 Mayo 3-10; Cavan 2-4 1985 - Final

1978 Mayo 110; Kerry o-10 Mayo 3-8; Cork 0-9 Eeoi miior e
1985 Mayo 2-12; Meath o0-8 1991 - Final Patrick 0’Shea.
1991  Mayo 1-12; Kildare 2-3 Cork 1-9; Mayo 1-7

ayo’s two games on the way to the Connacht
M minor football championship provided a sharp

contrast on the scoring front.
In their opening game, a semi-final against Roscommon
at Tuam Stadium, they looked very sharp as they rattled
up 1-19. They also had a wide spread of scorers with
half-backs and midfielders joining in with the forwards
in expertly finding the target.
But the scoring rate dropped dramatically in the
Connacht final, again at Tuam Stadium, where Mayo hit
just 3-3.
Granted the conditions did not help. Driving rain fell
continually throughout the game and the underfoot con-
ditions as a result were treacherous.
In the circumstances, it was not surprising that both
teams had many wides.
Mayo conceded a goal after eighteen minutes, but hit
back in great style with a fine movement involving for-
wards Alan Dillon and Barry Loftus that put Eoin
Gallagher in possession. The left full forward expertly
took his goal opportunity.

Mayo well equipped for Minor engagement

Mayo led by 1-2 to 1-1 at the interval and restarted in
dramatic style with two goals inside three minutes.

Barry Loftus gave them great encouragement when he
found his way through to the net. A minute later a side-
line kick by James Gill was helped over the goal line by
a Galway defender.

Galway to their credit battled back gamely but Mayo
stuck resolutely to their task and finished deserving win-
ners. They conceded 1-6.

James Gill and Gavin Duffy worked tirelessly and to
good effect at midfield for Mayo.

Their defence, with centre half Paul Coady, full back and
captain Paraic Kelly and M. ). Meeneghan to the fore,
made Galway work hard for scores.

Eoin Gallagher and Barry Loftus were best in the attack.
Mayo are a workmanlike rather than brilliant side. Even
though they did not score so freely last time out the
attack has plenty of scoring potential.

The Connacht champions have also a good midfield and
solid back division.
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thainig an chuid is mé de churaidh

mhiondir sa pheil. Bhi Ciarrai go laidir i
gconai i gClige Mumhan agus b’iad buachailli
Chorcai is mo a chuirfeadh srian leo 6 am go
chéile. | mbliana bhi An Riocht ag triall ar
cheithre chraobh Mumhan as a chéile ach
chuir na ‘réabhléidigh’ 6ga cosc leo leis an
scor 2-16 v. 1-9.
A dhéala céanna i gConnacht; is iad na
buachailli 6 Mhaigh Eo a bhain an lion is mé
chraobhacha i gConnacht (beagnach a leath)
agus cé go raibh Gaillimh go minic ar na sala
acu bhain gach contae eile sa Chilige sciar de
na craobhacha - rud nach fior i gcas na
Mumhan is trua.
| 1935 a bhain buachailli na bPairc Céide an
chéad chraobh mhiondir agus nior bhain na
‘reabhloidigh’ 6ga a gcéad cheann go dti 1961.
Agus cé a bhi mar chéill imeartha acu an 1a
sin ach Mhaigh Eo (3-7 v. 0-5). Nuair a tho-
saigh miondir Chorcai ag buachan ni raibh
srian leo agus rinne siad éacht nuair a bhain
siad tri chraobh as a chéile i 1967-1969.
Is gcraobhchluiche Chonnachta chuaigh sé rite
le Maigh Eo an ceann ab’ fhearr a fhail ar na
Gaillimhigh 6ga. Bhi imreoiri den chéad scoth
ag Maigh Eo, go hairithe an captaen, Padraig
O Ceallaigh; bhi an bheirt i l&rpéirce Séamus

Is as Ciigi Mumhan agus Connachta a

Mionuir Mhaigh Eo agus Chorcai ina Sar-Imreoi

ri!

Mac Giolla agus Gaibhin O Dufaigh thar a bhei-
th go maith agus b’iad rogha na dtosai Barra
0 Lachtnain agus Eoin O Gallchgir.

Thug na Corcaigh dga ‘léasadh’ do Chiarrai i
gcraobhchluiche na Mumhan ¢é go raibh
Ciarrai og ar ti ‘stair’ (r a scriobh le ceithre
chraobh as a chéile. B’é@ an duine ba mhé a
chréidh Ciarrai na ‘D.).” Pléimeann ach niorbh
foireann d’aon fhir a bhi ann agus ni mor
Conor O Brosnachain agus Bearnard O Coiledin
a lua mar imreoiri cruthanta.

Ta sar-chluiche chugainn inniu agus ni mor
cuimhmeambh air go raibh Gaillimh ard-
dochasach i mbliana agus go raibh rin ag
Ciarrai craobh eile Eireann a bhaint; ni folair,
maisea, no gur foirne thar an gcoiteann a
bheidh sa choimhlint inniu. Ar ndéigh beidh
fath eile le sarchluiche - beidh na mionir, 6n
da thaobh, ag iarraidh tis a chur le ‘dGbailt’ ar
an |a agus dea-shampla a thabhairt da sinsir.
Tréaslaitear leis an da fhoireann as chraob-
hacha a gcligi a bhaint. Tugtar buiochas da
lucht stidrtha agus traendla. Moltar freisin na
foirne miondir eile trid an tir nar éirich leo
‘duais’ a bhaint; murach iad ni bheadh aon
chomortas ann!

Cuimhnitear gurb iad buachailli an lae inniu fir
an lae amairigh agus is fil aire ceart a thab-
hairt d6ibh le linn an ama. Go maire siad uilig.

Pat Kelly - no stranger to Croke Park

any boys and girls are selected every year
Mthroughout the country to play in the

GAA/INTO Cumann na mBunscol Mini-
Sevens exhibitions, but one member of the current
Mayo minor team has an unusual story about his
selection for the last meeting of Mayo and Cork in
a senior semi-final in 1993. Full back Pat Kelly was
chosen by a group of selectors to be one of the
Mayo representatives to play in Croke Park on the
day of that All-Ireand semi-final six years ago. The
current minor captain had played a major part in
helping his school, Gortjordan N.S. in the south of
the county, clinch their county title for the first time
in their history. Earlier in the campaign, Kelly had
come up against present Mayo teammates Gavin
Duffy (The Quay N.S., Ballina - county final), John
O’Hara and Robert Moran (Foxford N.S. - county
semi-final).
Kelly began that summer as a member of the
Kilmaine club under-12 team, but broke his collar-
bone early in the championship and watched from
the sideline as his teammates reached the county
final. With his big day approaching, it looked as if

by Daniel Carey of The Mayo News

Pat was going to miss out on his dream of playing
on the hallowed turf at headquarters.

Kelly’s midfield partner, both for his school and
club, was Andrew Casey, a member of the Mayo
minor panel during the Connacht League campaign
earlier this year. Casey had been selected to play in

the Mini-Sevens exhibition at the All-Ireland final,

but in a wonderful example of sporting generosity,
offered to swop places with his long-time friend
and play in the penultimate game instead of the
decider.

It wasn't until the third Sunday in September that
year, after his beloved Mayo had fallen, that Pat
Kelly got to experience the thrill of playing at Croke
Park for the first time.

The following year, Gortjordan N.S. joined with
nearby Ballycushion to successfully defend their
county Mini-Sevens titles. Pat Kelly was again
selected to go to the capital, this time for the
Dublin-Down All-Ireland final, and so had the unusu-
al distinction of playing in exhibition matches at
two consecutive finals.

Mionuir

Michael Convery
(Doire).

A member of the Wolfe
Tones club in Bellaghy,
Michael made his cham-
pionship debut as a ref-
eree at the Ulster minor
championship first round
clash of Antrim and
Donegal at Casement
Park in 1997.

A little over a year later
he took charge of the
Ulster minor final.

He enjoyed much success
as a footballer at club
and county level. He won
three Derry senior cham-
pionship medals and rep-
resented Derry at minor,
under-21 and senior.
Michael has refereed in
all grades in Derry and
he had charge of a num-
ber of games in last sea-
son’s Church and General
National League.

He was also the Man-in-
the-Middle at the
Fermanagh-Monaghan
Ulster senior champi-
onship first round tie last
May at Clones.

Pat Kelly




Fir lonaid

(16) Cian Kelliher
C. O Ceilleachair
(Ballincollig)

(17) Raymond Cahalane
R. O Cathlain
(Castlehaven)

(18)  John O’Brien
S. O Briain
(Ballincollig)

(19) Des Golden
D. O Goilin
(Mallow)

(20) Conrad Murphy
C. 0 Murchi
(Clonakilty)

(21) Garry McLoughlin
G. Mac Lochlainn
(Douglas)

(22) Kevin MacMahon
C. Mac Mathina

. (Carbary Rangers)

(23)  Paul Brophy
P. O Braoithe
(Nemo Rangers)

(24) Cathal Sheehan
C. 0 Siochain
(Ballinora)

d

Roghnéiri

Tadgh O hAolain (Carraig na bhFear)
Coach

Diarmuid O Donnabhain (Sn Nioclas),
Micheal O Lochlainn (Baile an Easpaig),
Criostoir O Coileain (Gleann
Bhearrachain),

Liam de Barra (Baile an Chullaigh).

Dathanna: Dearg is Ban

1
PATRICK O'SHEA
P. O Sé (Capt.)

(St. Vincent’s)

2 3 4
NOEL O’LEARY NOEL FURLONG FINBARR CROWLEY
N. O Laoire N. Furlong F. 0 Crualaoi
(Gill na Martra) (Carraigtwonhill) Kilmurry)
5 6 7
DONAL O'SULLIVAN RONAN CURRAN TOM KENNY
D. O Suilleabhain R. 6 Corrain T. 6 Cionnaith
(0’Donovan Rossa) (St. Finbarr’s) (Grenagh)
8 9

DAMIEN DELANEY
D. O Dubhshlaine
(St. Michael’s)

DAVID NIBLOCK
D. Nibloc
(Nemo Rangers)

10 11 12
JOHN FLAVIN CONOR McCARTHY PAUDIE HURLEY
S. O Flaithimhin C. Mac Carthaigh P. 6 Murthuille
(Fr. O’Neill’s (0’Donovan Rossa) (Castlehaven)
13 14 15
ROBERT O'MAHONY BERNARD COLLINS CONOR BROSNAN
R. 0 Mathiina B. 0O Coiledin C. 6 Brosnachain
(St. Finbarr’s) (Castlehaven) (BAllinora)

Seachai 45m

Corcaigh

1adh Leath

2adh Leath

IOMLAN

Corcaigh

Back row (I-r): David Niblock,
Paudie Hurley, Finobarr Crowley,
Bemnard Collins, Damien Delaney,
Conor McCarthy, Donal O’Sullivan,
Ronan Curran, Tom Kenny.

Front row (l-r): Noel Furlong,

John Flavin, Patrick O’Shea,
Noel O’Leary, Conor Brosnan,
Robert 0’Mahony.




Dathanna: Uaithne, Dearg is Ban

1
JOHN O’HARA
S. 0 hEara
(Moy Davitts)
2 3 4
M. J. MEENEGHAN PARAIC KELLY JOHN BROGAN
M. S. 0 Maoineachain P. O Ceallaigh (Capt.) S. 0 Brégain
(Tourmakeady) (Kilmaine) (Knockmore)
3 6 7
RORY KEANE PAUL COADY CONOR MORAN
R. O Cathin P. Mac Oda C. 0 Moriin
(Ballinrobe) (Burrishoole) (Burrishoole)
8 9
JAMES GILL GAVIN DUFFY
S. Mac an Ghoil G. O Dubhtaigh
(Westporf) (Ballina)
10 11 12
ROBERT MORAN BILLY JOE PADDEN BARRY LOFTUS
R. O Moréin L. L. Mac Phaidin B. O Lachtnain
(Moy Davitts) (Belmullet) {Crossmolina)
13 14 15
GARY DILLON ALAN DILLON EOIN GALLAGHER
G. O Dioldin A. O Dioldin E. O Gallachéir
(Ballintubber) (Ballintubber) (Charlestown)

Ma igh Eo i Saor Ciceanna

1adh Leath

2adh Leath

IOMLAN

= INTONS
“S‘IBEUPSW

Fir lonaid

(16)  Marcus Burke
M. de Birca
(Ardnaree)

(17) Duine
Eile

(18)  Barry Jordan
B. Mac Shiurtain
(Breaffy)

(19) John Moran
S. O Morain
(Mayo Gaels)

(20) Edmund Barrett
E. de Baréid
(Kiltane)

(21)  Ronan Walsh
R. Breathnach
(Struthair/GQ)

(22)  Dermot Costelloe
D. O Coisteala
(Carramore)

(23)  Derek Morley
D. O Muirthile
(Claremorris)

(24) Michael Webb
M. O Ceib

(Ballyhaunis)

' Roghnéiri

J.P. Keane, Joe McCabe
(Joint Managers),
Paddy Reilly,

Paric Regan,

Cathal Hennelly,

Noel Brett.

Maigh Eo

Back row (l-r): James Gill, B.).
Padden, Eoin Gallagher, John
O’Hara, John Brogan, Robert Moran,
Gavan Duffy, Barry Loftus, Alan
Dillon.

Front row (l-r): Conor Moran, Paul
Coady, Pat Kelly (captain), Gary
Dillon, Rory Keane, Michael
Meeneghan.
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FOR BLOKES.

en and women a
different. So is
their hair. And t
haircare needs.

Which is why Brylcreem hav
created a haircare range
especially for men. 2in1
Shampoos, Styling Cream,
Modelling Gel, Strong Hold
and Wet Look Gels, plus a
number of waxes and sprays
have all been specifically
formulated for the needs of
men’s hair.
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Strong Hair,
Healthy Scalp.

; i
BRYLCREEM

Mape For MEeN.



m | Cluichi Leath-Cheannais Peile na hEireann ]

ork ended 2 surprisingly long wait of six years for a

Munster minor football final win when they recorded

2 much more convincing win over Kerry at Pairc Ui
Chaocimh than even their most ardent supporters could have
Kerry were striving for a fourth Munster crown in succes-
sion and started promisingly enough, despite conceding a
somewhat unfortunate goal. But from about midway in the
first half, Cork took command and their high quality football
and sharp finishing powered them to a resounding eleven
points win.
Kerry opened the scoring with a point after only twenty
seconds but soon after Cork gained a somewhat lucky goal
when a Kingdom defender palmed the ball to his own net.
Although the Leesiders followed on with a couple of
points, Kerry continued to play with drive and determina-
tion and after fifteen minutes were on level terms.
But Cork began to take control in most sectors. They did
concede a goal after twenty-five minutes but still finished
ahead at the break by 1-9 to 1-5.

Cork Return to Minor stage after lengthy absence

Cork played fast and incisive football in the second half.
They set a strong pace for the Kingdom and a goal by
Conor Brosnan left the Kingdom with too much to do.

It is an indication of Cork’s dominance in the second period
that they confined the Kingdom boys to just three points in
that period.

While this was a good all round team performance by Cork
they still had outstanding performers in all departments.
Tom Kenny turned in a Man-of-the-Match display at left
half back which he highlighted with a splendid point.

Noel Furlong at full back was another who proved a major
stumbling block to the Kingdom attack.

At the other end of the field Paudie Hurley proved a sharp-
shooter for Cork. He led the scoring returns with seven
points, five from frees.

Bernard Collins at full forward and goal getter Brosnan were
others who caused the visiting defence plenty of problems.

Damien Delaney and David Niblock provided a strong link
at midfield between defence and attack and contributed in
rich measure to this polished Cork success.

Damien Delaney celebrate:
. . ) victory in the Munster Fine
Cork’s Penultimate Triumphs

lthough Cork were very much latecomers 1967 Cork 3-6; Tyrone 0-7
A? the winners’ rostrum in minor football 1968 Cork 2-10; Dublin 1-6
emi-finals, once they had their first taste 1969 Cork 4-9; Galway 1-8
of success at this stage they became one of 1971 Cork 2-13; Dublin 1-10
the most successful counties in the grade and 1972 Cork 2-8; Galway 0-11
over the years they have chalked up impres- 1974 Cork 0-16; Wicklow 1-0
sive wins over counties like Down, Dublin, 1976 Cork 3-8; Tyrone 1-4
Galway, Tyrone and Donegal. In all, they have 1981 Cork 5-11; Roscommon 3-5
successfully negotiated the semi-final hurdle 1983 Cork 0-14; Kildare 2-7
on 17 occasions, the details of which are: 1985 Cork 2-5; Donegal 0-9
1986 Cork 2-7; Dublin 0-8
1960 Cork 1-7; Down 2-2 1987 Cork o0-10; Galway 0-7
1961 Cork 0-12; Armagh 1-6 1991 Cork 0-12; Donegal 1-6
1964 Cork 2-11; Antrim 0-6 1993 Cork 4-11; Galway 0-4

Enjoy a Feast of Gaelic Games

At St. Jude’s GAA Club and Grounds, Wellington Lane, Templeogue, D6W.

EBS/St. Jude’s All-Ireland Junior Sevens

EBS Hurling: Saturday, September 11th. Football: Saturday, September 25th.
ot thin First games at 11.30a.m. Sharp - Final at 6.30p.m.

Details from:Telephone: (01) 490 5255. Facsimile: 490 5299. E-mail: stjudesgaa@tinet.ic
web site: http://homepage.tinet.ie/~stjudesgaa
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The Semi-Final Story...The Early Years

will 2bways be a debate as to when the first All-

Ireland foothall semi-finals were played and those who

cont=nd that semi-finals are as old as the championship
itself can point fo the fact that as the inaugural championship
drew o 2 close in March, 1888 there were four teams still in
contention and that logically, when the draw was made pitting
Limenick against Tipperary and Louth against Wexford, these
were the first semi-finals.
They have never been described as such in the various records
compiled over the years but those who opt for the pairings
noted above have some convincing evidence to support their
claim. For the record, the results of those penultimate games in
the 1887 campaign were - Limerick 1-8; Tipperary o-4 (played at
Bohermore on March 11) and Louth o-4; Wexford o-2 (played at
Inchicore 17 days later). Games did not always have a Sunday
seffing at that time.
In passing, it is surely ironic to note that of the four counties
which contested for the right to play in the 1887 final, Tipperary
have not appeared in a semi-final since 1935, Wexford since
1945, Louth since 1957 while Limerick have never featured in an
‘official’ semi-final.
However, there is no disputing that the Cork-Armagh game in
1890 was the first official semi-final and, though the Leesiders
were easy winners in the end, northem hopes were very much
alive until Cork scored their goal midway through the second
half. Had Armagh managed to keep their net intact there was
always the chance of grabbing a goal and winning the game, for
at the time a goal outweighed any number of points. In the
event Cork won (1-15 to 0-0) and the official records indicate that
they were the first semi-final winners in the history of the game.
That encounter which took place at Clonturk Park on November
15 was one of only two semi-finals played with 21-a-side teams -
the second was the Dublin-Cavan clash the following year.

Lean Times

But after the Dublin-Cavan ‘semi penultimate round games
were thin on the ground for the remainder of the 1890s. In
fact, after Roscommon and Dublin had featured in the 1892
semi-final the remainder of the decade was completely
blank in this regard.

However, as the dissentions of the nineties abated a deter-
mined effort was made to streamline the championships
with semi-finals intended as a permanent feature and
things looked promising when Tipperary and Kilkenny
(great football powers at that time) and Galway and Antrim,
who were both unopposed in their provinces, were fixed to
play the semi-finals for 1900. Only one of the games was
played as Antrim conceded a walk-over to Galway.

The Kilkenny-Tipperary game went ahead at Carrick-on-Suir
on June 30, 1902 (the championships were running two years
late) with the hurling semi-final between these counties mak-
ing up a most attractive double-header. The football was a

thrilling encounter which Kilkenny won by 1-6 to

1-2; but when the losers lodged an objection to five players
from the Slate Quarries club on the border between the two
counties, the Central Council decided the game should be
replayed. Kilkenny refused to play thus conceding a walk-over
to their opponents who, having beaten Galway in the “Home”
final, took the remarkable step of playing the five players to
whom they had objected, in the final proper against London.
It was, even by the loose standards of the time, a remark-
able move, but it succeeded as, bolstered by the Kilkenny
five, Tipperary won the final easily. Surprisingly, there was
no objection by London - though they may not have been
aware of the manoeuverings back home - and Tipperary
were installed as the first football champions of the centu-
ry. There was a sequel to this astonishing story in that the
five players - Pat Wall, Willie O'Toole, Dan Harney, Jim
Cooney and Jack O’Shea (listed as Grangemockler players
for the final) did not receive All-lIreland medals. They could,
however, claim the unigue distinction of winning a Leinster
championship with Kilkenny and an All-lreland with
Tipperary, the team they helped beat in the semi-final.

Orthodox Format

For the 1901 championships matters reverted to a more
orthodox format and no disputes attended the semi-finals
of that year in which Cork beat Mayo at Limerick and
Dublin beat Antrim at Jones’s Road.

The championships, however, continued to run almost two
years late and when Tipperary and Galway met at Athenry
on April 24, 1904 and Dublin and Armagh clashed at
Dundalk two months later, both games were in the 1902
campaign. The Central Council, anxious to bring the cham-
pionships up to date, resorted to compelling the Provincial
Councils to nominate teams to contest All-lreland semi-
finals with provincial honours still to be decided.

The return of Londan to both football and hurling action
at the semi-final stage in 1905 served only to complicate
matters and in that year there were what was claimed to
be three semi-finals involving Kerry v Roscommon, Dublin v
London, and Kildare v Cavan. As both Dublin and Kildare
won their ‘semis’, the Leinster final decided which county
would take on Kerry for All-Ireland honours.

Despite misgivings in some quarters, this ‘triple semi-final’
arrangement was continued and indeed survived until 1913
when London finally bowed out. By then the efforts of the
administrators had succeeded in bringing the champi-
onships up to date and when Kerry met Mayo at Ennis on
November 21, 1909 in the second of that year's semi-finals,
the championships were up to date for the first time in this
century, and indeed, for the first time since Cork and
Armagh had lined out at Clonturk Park 19 years earlier.

A significant milestone was reached in the 1909 semi-finals.
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nother proud chapter in the annals of
Asuccessful dual players in the Cork

colours is being added to by Sean Og O
hAilpin. He has in recent times established
himself as one of the most exciting young
personalities in both hurling and football at
the highest possible senior level.

O hAilpin played with poise and maturity
when helping Cork to their Munster senior
hurling and football titles double last month.
He returns to Croke Park after just two weeks
when he had an excellent game with the
senior hurlers as they earned Cork a first All-
Ireland senior hurling final appearance in
seven years.

Sedn was born in Fiji twenty-two years ago
last May. On coming to live in Cork some
years ago he quickly took to hurling and

Gaelic football and lost little time in findi
his feet in both codes.

He has graduated to the top grade after
highly successful career in under-age hurli
Sean won an All-Ireland Colleges’ senior h
ing medal with North Monastery in 1994
he is a former Cork captain in minor foott
O hAilpin also won All-Ireland medals at
minor in (1995) and under-21 (1997 and 1
The polished Na Piarsaigh defender is she
ing no signs of strain from his exploits in
hurling and football this season. He has k
a consistent star in defence for both team
He is already a national senior medal win:
having played a big part at full back in br
ing the Church and General National Foot:
League title to Cork last May after an inte
of ten years.




N
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the folklore of gaelic games, but time

has diminished most of these to the
point of non-existence - apart from Kerry’s
inability to record a championship victory over
Down, though four defeats, even at the All-
Ireland stage, hardly constitute a very impres-
sive bogey. And it is indeed ironic that Kerry
should be one of the last counties to be bur-
dened in this regard, for the ‘Kingdom’ was
for decades the bane of the footballing lives
of many counties including Cork and Mayo.

¢ Bogies’, real and imaginary, abound in

In the early years of the championship the
Rebels could more than match Kerry, but from
the moment that Kerry emerged as All-Ireland
champions for the first time in 1903 Cork were
fighting a mostly losing battle with their dis-
tinguished neighbours.

Cork did record a win over Kerry in the 1907
Munster semi-final but for the next 35 years
Kerry dominated the relationship with a series
of wins, sometimes by very wide margins. The
Rebel county’s misfortunes began with their
defeat to Kerry in the replay of the 1909
Munster final at the Athletic Grounds and a
year later the ‘Kingdom’ repeated the dose by

a small (0-4 to 0-2) margin at the same venue. .

Waterford took Kerry out of the 1911 champi-
onship and this enabled Cork to defeat the
Decies in the Munster final before going on to
take All-lreland honours. But when the
Leesiders appeared in the first defence of their
title in 1912 Kerry beat them by 2-3 to 0-1 at
Tralee.

It went on from there - semi-finals, finals and
first-round games, Cork just couldn’t measure
up and though gaelic football wasn't a Kerry
priority during the years of the “Troubles”,
when they returned to the fray in 1923 they
hit Cork with a ten-point beating in the semi-
final at the Athletic Grounds.

String Of Defeats

The litany of Cork defeats stretched out during
the twenties - eight points in ‘24, 14 points in
‘25, five points in ‘26, nine points in ‘27 and
four points in ‘29. The early thirties brought
some relief from the green and gold menace,
but then Tipperary took over - for a time - the

A Mutual Bogey

e

role of Cork’s tormentars. When the relation
ship was resumed in 1934 they were defeat
at Fermoy by 2-6 to o-1.

By now the recently inaugurated minor grac
provided a new arena for Kerry dominance
some sound thrashings were administered :
the Leeside youths and then came the day
total disaster when, in the 1937 champions:
Cork lost the senior game by 21 points (0-2
6-7) and the minor by 22 (0-1 to 4-11). Thes
was a repeat performance twelve months Iz
when the margins were 20 points (senior) =
28 (minor).

Things could only get better after that...anc
they did. Although few attached much imps
tance to it at the time, Cork’s first-ever win
over Kerry in minor football in 1939 markes
the turn of the tide. In the 1942 Munster
senior final at Tralee a final scoreline of 3-2
0-8 did scant justice to the efforts of beats
Cork, but a year later came the greatest sy
in Cork football for more than 30 years whe
after a drawn semi-final at the Athletic
Grounds, deliverance came in the shape of
1-5 0 1-4 victory over Kerry in the replay. 7
bogey was banished at last.

Mayo’s Misery

The experience of Mayo at the hands of Ke
ran to a similar time-span, though for obvis
reasons the list of defeats did not compare
with that of Cork. It was none the less a g
relationship as far as Mayo were concernec

The misery that was to last for more than -
years began at the Markets’ Field in Limeric
in the 1903 All-Ireland semi-final. In the wa
of an unsatisfactory Connacht championshi
Mayo were nominated to represent the
province against Kerry, fresh from their first
provincial title since 1892, and though May
fought bravely all the way, a scoreline of 2-
to o-4 tells its own story.

Cork assumed Kerry’s mantle vis-a-vis Maya
a couple of seasons with the same result 2
when the Leesiders dropped out in 1908 Kz
returned to record a nine-point win (2-4 to
1) at the Markets’ Field. Twelve months on

Mayo’s exit was by 12 points (2-12 to 0-6) =
Ennis. As reigning Connacht champions, Mz
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got the nod to oppose Kerry in the 1910 com-
petition with the provincial championship
unfinished, but despite a marked improvement
on previous form Mayo still lost the All-lIreland
semi-final by six points (0-4 to 1-7) at
Parkmore in Tuam.

Temporary Halt

Changed circumstances brought a temporary
halt to Kerry-Mayo rivalry, but when paths
crossed again in the 1924 semi-final at Croke
Park, the ‘Kingdom’ were back to their winning
ways with a 1-4 to o-1 win.

Galway, for a couple of seasons, Leitrim and
Sligo ensured that Mayo did not oppose Kerry
for a number of years, but that ‘interlude’ was
a prelude to four successive defeats for Mayo
at the hands of Kerry. In 1929 it was a semi-
final eclipse by 3-8 to 1-1 at Roscommon and
a return to the same venue twelve months

later brought an improvement in Mayo’s for-
tunes, but Kerry still coasted home - 1-9 to o-
4. The 1931 display at Tuam, where the score
was 1-6 to 1-4, was Mayo’s best against Kerry
to that date, and if a three-point defeat in the
1932 All-lreland final reflected Mayo’s rising
fortunes, in their relations with the Kingdom
only the extent of Kerry’s dominance had heen
eroded.

But the turning on a long road finally came in
1936. Kerry, after going absent for a year, had
returned to take the Munster title in some
style, while Mayo, exulting in their role as
National League kingpins of three years stand-
ing, got the only goal of the game - and the
honours - in a hectic semi-final at
Roscommon. Seamus O’Malley’s men had suc-
ceeded where so many distinguished prede-
cessors had failed and the old bogey had
been banished at last. Between Mayo and
Kerry things would never be the same again.

How many phonecalls does it take to find

Including competitive

rates for:

» Mature drivers

e | ady driver discount
* Performance cars

¢ Car-Van
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¢ Commercial vehicles

the right policy at the right price?
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“All calls charged at local rate.
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How the counties have fared over

the past year

Corcaigh

1st November - League:

Cork 1-12; Offaly 1-12
15th November - League:

Cork 2-11; Leitrim 1-8
29th November - League:

Cork 1-8 Donegal 0-10
24th January - Challenge:

Cork 1-11; Kerry 0-9
31st January - McGrath Cup:

Cork 1-10; Kerry 0-11
14th February - League:

Cork 1-9; Galway 0-9
21st February - McGrath Cup:

Cork 1-10; Limerick 1-5
28th February - League:

Armagh 2-10; Cork 2-9
14th March - League:

Tyrone 0-8; Cork 0-6
28th March - League:

Cork 0-10; Dublin 0-7
11th April - League quarter-final:

Cork 3-14; Derry 1-6
25th April - League semi-final:

Cork 0-6; Meath 0-3
3rd May - McGrath Cup:

Cork 0-17; Clare 0-16
oth May - League Final:

Cork 0-12; Dublin 1-7
16th May - McGrath Cup Final:

Cork 2-13; London 0-11
23rd May - Championship:

Cork 3-23; Waterford 0-4
19th June - Championship:

Cork 4-12; Limerick 1-6
18th July - Munster Final:

Cork 2-10; Kerry 2-4
Played 18

Won 15

Drew 1

Lost 2

B

August 98 - July 99

Maigh Eo

1oth October - Challenge:
Sligo 2-9; May
25th October - Challenge:
Donegal 0-12; Mayo
1st November - League:

Mayo 1-10; Derry
15th November - League:
Mayo 0-11; Laois
29th November - League:
Kildare 2-11; Mayo
sth December - Sean Flanagan Cup:
Mayo 1-11; Dublin

3rd January - FBD League:

Mayo 0-8; Leitrim
gth January - Challenge:
N.U.I.G. 1-12; Mayo
1oth January - FBD League:
Roscommon 0-12; Mayo
24th January - FBD League:
Mayo 2-9; Galway
31st January - FBD League:
Sligo 1-11; Mayo
14th February - League:

Mayo o0-7; Clar

28th February - League:

Mayo 1-10; Monaghan
14th March - League:

Mayo 1-8; Meath

28th March - League:

Down 3-7; Mayo

2nd May - Peter Browne Memorial Cup:
Donegal 1-16; Mayo

16th May - Challenge:

Fermanagh 2-8; Mayo

22nd May - Challenge:

Dublin 0-18; Mayo

29th May - Championship:

Mayo 3-13; New York
13th June - Championship:

Mayo 0-21 Roscommon
18th July - Connacht Final:

Mayo 1-14; Galway
Played 21

Won

Drew

Lost 10

1-9

0-11

1-5

1-8

0-9

0-10

0-13

0-7

0-6

2-3

4-3

0-15

0-7

1-13

0-10

0-10

1-10
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Bank Of Ireland Senior Football Championship Scoreboard

Connacht Munster
May 29. Castlebar: May 23. Tralee:
Mayo 3-13- New York 0-10. Kerry i-11; Tipperary 0-8.
May 30. Carrick-on-Shannon: May 23. Dungarvan:
Roscommon 0-15; Leitrim 1-7. Cork 3-23; Waterford 0-4.
June 6. London:
Galway 1-18; London 1-8. SEMI-FINALS

19th June at Pairc Ui Rinn
SEMI-FINALS Cork 4-13; Limerick 1-6.
June 13. Castlebar: 2oth June at Killarney:
Mayo 0-21; Roscommon o0-10. Kerry 3-17; Clare 0-12.
June 27 at Markievicz Park:
Sligo 3-7; Galway 1-13. L
DRAW. 3th | ! :
July 4 at Tuam Stadium: Cork 2-10; Kemy 2-4.
Galway 1-17; Sligo 0-7.
REPLAY. :

| Leinster

FINAL '
18th July at Tuam Stadium: May 9. Carlow:
Mayo 1-14; Galway 1-10. Westmeath 2-10; Carlow 1-8.

May 9. New Ross:

Wexford 0-16; Longford 0-13.
Ulster DRAW.

May 16. Longford:
May 29. Clones: Longford 2-15; Wexford 0-11.
Fermanagh 2-12; Monaghan  1-10. REPLAY.
June 6. Ballybofey: May 30. Mullingar:
Donegal 2-9; Armagh 1-12, Westmeath 3-17; Longford 2-9,
June 13. Clones: June 6. Croke Park:
Armagh 2-11; Donegal 0-12. Meath 2-10; Wicklow 0-6.
June 13. Casement Park: June 6. Croke Park:
Derry 2-15; Cavan 2-15. Dublin 2-15; Louth 0-14.
DRAW. June 13. Croke Park:
June 20. Cavan: Laois 1-16; Westmeath 1-8.
Derry 2-14; Cavan 0-5. June 13.
REPLAY Offaly o-11; Kildare 0-7.
June 20. Newry:
Down 1-15;  Antrim 0-14. SEMI-FINALS
June 27. Clones: June 27 at Croke Park:
Tyrone 0-18; Fermanagh 0-8. Dublin 1-11; Laois 0-14.
SEMI-FINALS DRAW.
July 4. Clones: July 4 at Croke Park:
Armagh 1-10; Derry 0-12. Meath 1-13; Offaly 0-9.
July 11. Casement Park: July 18 at Croke Park:
Down 2-14; Tyrone 0-15. Dublin 0-16; Laois 1-11.
FINAL REPLAY.
August 1 at Clones:
Armagh 3-12; Down 0-10. FINAL

August 1 at Croke Park:

Meath 1-14; Dublin 0-12.




An Captaen

Philip Clifford

Philip Clifford is hoping to advance
his prospects of completing a rare
captain’s treble this year. He led
Cork to the Church and General
National League title in May and, of
course, the Munster crown last
month.

The young Bantry Blues clubman
is not allowing the grass to grow
under his feet. The 1998-99 League
campaign was his first full season
with the Cork senior team,

Like so many others he won his
spurs in the top flight after display-
ing his talents in under-age competi-
tions.

He played minor championship
football with Cork and earlier this
year was in the under-21 team that
lost to Kerry in the championship.

Philip, who was on the goals
standard in the League, was top
scorer for Bantry Blues with six
points in their Cork senior football
final win over Duhallow in Qctober
for only the club’s second crown.

Bainisieoir

Larry oﬁpkins

, 8 »
Roghnéiri:
Labhras O Toimicin (Castlehaven) Coach,
Conchur O Cuanachdin {Aghada),
Traclach © Néill (Banfry Blves) ,
Pédraig O Siochéin (Mallow) Asst. Trainer

Dathanna: Dearg is Ban

2
RONAN McCARTHY
R. Mac Carthaigh
(Douglas)

. 5
CIARAN O’SULLIVAN
C. O Suilleabhain
(Urhan)

1
KEVIN O'DWYER
C. O Duibhir
(O’Donevan Rossa)

3
SEAN OG O hAILPIN
S. Og 0 hAilpin
(Na Piarsaigh)

6
OWEN SEXTON

E. 0 Seasndin
(Kilbrittain)

9

4

ANTHONY LYNCH

A. O Loingsigh
(Naomh Aban)

7
MARTIN CRONIN
M. O Créinin
(Nemo Rangers)

NICHOLAS MURPHY  MICHAEL O’SULLIVAN

N. O Murchi M. O Suilleabhiin
(Carrigaline) (Carbery Rangers)
10 11 12
MICHAEL CRONIN JOE KAVANAGH PADRAIG O’'MAHONY
. M. O Créinin S. O Caomhanaigh P. O Mathiina
(Naomh Aban) (Nemo Rangers) (Ballincollig)
13 14 15
PHILIP CLIFFORD DON DAVIS MARK O’SULLIVAN
P. O Climhain (Capt.) D. O Daibhis M. O Suilleabhain

(Bantry Blues)

Fir lonaid

(O’Donovan Rossa)

(Newmarket)

(16) Alan Quirke
A. O Cuirc
(Valley Rovers)
(17) Michael O Dunnabhain
M. O Dunnabhain
(Na Dubhchonnaigh)
(18) Mark O’Connor
M. O Conchubhair
(Bantry Blues)

(19) John Miskella
S. Miscella
(Ballincollig)

(20) Fachtna Collins
F. O Coiledin
(llen Rovers)

(21) Fionan Murray
F. O Muiri
(St. Finbarr’s)

(22) Brendan J. O’Sullivan
B. D. O Suilleabhain
(Adrigole)

(23) Brendan Walsh
B. Breathnach
(Clonakilty)

(24) Alan O’Regan
A. O Riogdin
(Castletownbere)

: Corcmgh el

“- 1adh Leath

Seuchm

Saor Ciceanna -

2udh Leath

IOMlAN

Paths to the Seml-Fmal

23rd May af Dungarvan:
19th June at Pairc Ui Rinn:

18th July at Péirc Ui Chaoimh:

29th May art Castlebar:
13th June at Castlebar:
18th July at Tuam:

Corcaigh 3-23
Corcaigh 4-12
Corcaigh 2-10

Maigh Eo 3-13
Maigh Eo 0-21
Maigh Eo 1-14

0-04 Port Léirge

1-06 Luimneach

2-04 Ciarrai

0-10 Nua Eabhrach
0-10 Ros Comain
1-10  Gaillimh

ASK NOT WHAT YOUR COUNTY CAN DO FOR YOU



Dathanna: Uaithne, Dearg is Ban

2

AIDAN HIGGINS

A. O hulgin

(Charlestown-Sarsfields)

5

FERGAL COSTELLO
F. Mac Coisteala

(Ballinrobe)

1
PETER BURKE
P. de Biirca
(Kiltimagh)
3 4
KEVIN CAHILL GORDON MORLEY
C. O Cathail G. O Muirthile
(Ballaghadereen) (Salthill)
6 7
DAVID HEANEY ALAN ROCHE
D. 0 hEanaigh A. de Réiste
(Swinford) (Davitt’s)
8 9
JAMES NALLEN DAVID BRADY
S. O Nailin D. O Bradaigh
(Crossmelina Deel Rovers) (Ballina Stephenites)
11 12

10

MAURIGE SHERIDAN
M. O Sioradain

(Balla)

13

KIERAN McDONALD
C. Mac Domhnaill

(Crossmolina)

(16) Pat Fallon
P. O Falliin
(Balla)

(17) Noel Connolly
N. O Conghaile
(Hollymount)

(18) John Casey

KENNETH MORTEIMER COLM McMANAMAN
C. O Muircheartaigh (Capt). C. Mac Meanmain

(Claremorris) (Burrishool)
14 15
JAMES HORAN DAVID NESTOR
S. O hOrain D. Mac an Adhastair

(Ballintubber) (Ballyhaunis)

S. O Cathasaigh
(Charlestown-Sarsfields)

(19) Liam McHale
L. Mac Eil
(Ballina Stephenites)
(20) Pat Holmes
P. Mac Thomais

(22) Dermot Higgins
D. O hUigin
(Charlestown-Sarsfields)

(23) Michael Moyles
M. O Maolmhuire

(Westport) (Crossmolina Deel Rovers)
(21) Kevin O’Neill (24) Ger Brady

C. O Néill G. O Bradaigh

(Knodamore) (Claremorris)

Mcugh 3
ladh Leath
2adh Leath

IOMLAN

Coilini ~ Seachcn Saor Clceannu

An Relteon" John Bannon (Longforf)

ohn makes a quick enough retum to All-Ireland senior semi-final duty as
he refereed the Galway-Derry clash last August. One of the most experi-
enced referees in the sport, he is having another busy season on the inter-
county front. Recent championship assignments included the Dublin-Louth
Leinster senior first round tie at Croke Park and the Armagh-Derry Ulster
semi-final at Clones.

He completed a big All-lreland finals double inside a year last September
when he was the Man-in-the-Middle in the Galway-Kildare Sam Maguire Cup
tie. A year earlier he refereed the Laois-Tyrone All-lreland minor final.

Bannon has been refereeing for about twelve years, He is a former player
and won county championship medals with his club, Legan Sarsfields.

| | An Captaen

Kenneth Mortimer
The Mayo captain is playing very
good foothall this season in his new
role as a forward. He had made a
big contribution with his leadership
and creative play up front to the
return of the provincial title to the
county.

He has had a distinguished career
as a defender and won provincial
senior medals as a back in 1996
and 1997. It was also as a back that
he played in the All-Ireland final and
replay in 1996 and in the Sam
Maguire Cup tie a year later.

A brilliant graduate from the
famed Western nursery, St. Jarlath’s,
Tuam, Mortimer is hoping for better
fortune than as minor in 1991 when
he was in the Mayo side that lost
the All-Ireland final to Cork.

The versatility of the Mayo cap-
tain is further underlined by the fact
that he has made his mark as a
midfielder. He is a former under-21
county player and won All Stars
awards in 1996 and 1997.

| Bainisteoir

Jﬁn Mauﬁhan
Roghnoiri:

John Maughan (Manager),

Tomas Tierney
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Leading Scorers In Senior Football Championship

isin McConville raced impressively to the top of the
chart of leading individual match returns in the Bank

: Scott Doran (Wexford)

v Longford at New Ross on May 9.

of Ireland senior football championship with his 0-6: Pauric Davis (Longford)
impressive return of 2-7 in the Ulster final against Down. v Wexford at New Ross on May 9.
One of the Armagh man’s goals was from the penalty spot. 0-6: Tom Brewster (Fermanagh)
This is a return that will certainly be hard to beat in the v Monaghan at Clones on May 30.
remaining games in the campaign for the Sam Maguire Cup. | o0-6: Anthony Tohill (Derry)
The leading individual match returns so far are: v Cavan at Casement Park on June 13.
2-7: Oisin McConville (Armagh) 0-6: John Casey (Mayo)
v Down at Clones on August 1. v Roscommon at Castlebar on June13.
1-8: Ronan Carolan (Cavan) 2-0: John Crowley (Kerry)
v Derry at Casement Park on June 13. v Clare at Killarney on June 20.
1-8: Padraig 0’Mahony (Cork) 1-3: Enda Muldoon (Derry)
v Limerick at Pairc Ui Rinn on June 19. v Cavan at Cavan on June 2o0.
0-9: Ger Heavin (Westmeath) 2-0: Brendan Walsh (Sligo)
v Carlow at Carlow on May 9. v Galway at Markievicz Park on June 27
1-6: Des Dolan (Westmeath) 1-3: Ollie Murphy (Meath)
v Longford at Mullingar on May 30. v Offaly at Croke Park on July 4.
0-9: Maurice Sheridan (Mayo) 2-0: Aodan MacGearailt (Kerry)
v Roscommon at Castlebar on June 13. v Cork at Pairc Ui Chaoimh on July 18.
'1-6: Des Dolan (Westmeath) 0-6: Declan Darcy (Dublin)

v Laois at Croke Park on June 13.
2-3: Ciaran McCabe (Down)

v Tyrone at Casement Park on July 11.
1-5: Ger Heavin (Westmeath)

v Lon gford at Mullingar on May 30.
2-2: Shane King (Fermanagh)

v Monaghan at Clones on May 30.
1-5: Declan Smyth (Monaghan)

v Fermanagh at Clones On May 30.
1-5: Damien O’Neill (Cork)

v Waterford at Dungarvan on May 23.
1-5: Ollie Murphy (Meath)

v Dublin at Croke Park on August 1.
1-4: Trevor Smullen (Longford)

v Wexford at Longford on May 16.
1-4: Paul Barden (Longford)

v Wexford at Longford on May1é.
1-4: Mark O’Sullivan (Cork)

v Waterford at Dungarvan on May 23.
1-4: Padraig Joyce (Galway)

v London at London on June 6.
1-4: Graham Geraghty (Meath)

v Wicklow at Croke Park on June 6.
0-7: Oisin McConville (Armagh)

v Donegal at Ballybofey on June 6.
0-7: Damien Delaney (Laois)

v Westmeath at Croke Park on June 13.
2-7: Adrian Cush (Tyrone)

v Fermanagh at Clones on June 27.
2-7: John Donnellan (Galway)

v Sligo at Tuam Stadium on July 4.
2-0: Martin Flanagan (Westmeath)

v Carlow at Carlow on May 9.

v Meath at Croke Park on August 1.

Pre-Cast Concrete
Products
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Paths To The Semi-Final

ork and Mayo meet in an All-Ireland
Csenior football championship semi-final
for the first time since 1993 when the
Munster county had a resounding 5-15 to o-
10 win.
Cork regained the Southern title last month
after an interval of four years. The latest win
brought their record of Munster champi-
onships to 32.
They lost their last All-lreland semi-final
appearance in 1995 to Dublin by 1-12 to o0-12.
The Dubs went on that year to capture the
Sam Maguire Cup.
Mayo regained the Connacht senior football
crown after two years and have now 39
provincial crowns.
The Westerners had a successful outing on
their last All-Ireland semi-final appearance—an
0-13 to o-7 win over Offaly in 1997.

CORK’S RECORD

This is how the counties reached the last four,
starting with Cork, who were first in action.
The Leesiders had a high scoring march to the
last four:

23rd May at Dungarvan:

Cork 3-23; Waterford 0-4.
Scorers: Damien O’Neill 1-5, Mark O’Sullivan
1-4, Aidan Dorgan 1-2, Joe Kavanagh o-5,
Philip Clifford o-4, Ciaran 0’Sullivan o-2,
Don Davis o-1.

1g9th June (Saturday) at Pairc U7 Rinn:

Cork 4-13; Limerick 1-6.
Scorers: Padraig O’Mahony 1-9, Joe Kavanagh
1-2, Alan O’Regan 1-0, Fionan Murray 1-0,
Aidan Dorgan o-1, Michael 0’Sullivan o-1.
18th July at Pairc Ui Chaoimh: Cork 2-10;
Kerry 2-4.

Scorers: Padraig 0’Mahony o-4, Philip Clifford
0-4, Fionan Murray 1-0, Fachtna Collins 1-o,
Michael O’Sullivan o-1, Joe Kavanagh o-1.

For: 9-46 (73 points).
Against: 3-14 (23 points).
Average: 3.17

O’MAHONY OUT IN FRONT

Padraig 0’Mahony sets the pace in front in the
Cork scoring chart with 1-13. He is followed by
‘oe Kavanagh with 1-8, Philip Clifford o-8 and
Jzamien O’Neill 1-5.

Mark O’Sullivan scored 1-5, Aidan Dorgan 1-3.
Sonan Murray 2-o, Alan O’Regan 1-o, Fachtna

Collins 1-0, and Ciaran O’Sullivan o-2. Michael
O’Sullivan and Don Davis competed the
returns with o-1 each.

O’MAHONY AGAIN

Padraig O’Mahony also leads the way in the
match individual scoring chart for the Munster
champions with 1-g against Limerick. This is
also the highest return as far as Cork and
Mayo are concerned.

UNIQUE ENCOUNTER FOR MAYO

Mayo opened their programme with a unique
encounter. That was their clash at home with
New York, who were competing in the senior
championship for the first time.

This is how they regained the Connacht
crown:

3oth May (Saturday) at Castlebar:

Mayo 3-13; New York 0-10.
Scorers: Colm McManaman 1-3; Maurice
Sheridan o-5, David Nestor 1-2, Brian Maloney
1-0, James Horan o-3.

13th June at Castlebar:

Mayo 0-21; Roscommon 0-10.
Scorers: Maurice Sheridan o-9, John Casey 0-6,
Noel Connelly o-2, Colm McManaman o-2,
Kenneth Mortimer o-1, James Horan o-1.

18th July at Tuam Stadium:

Mayo 1-14; Galway 1-10.
Scorers: James Horan o-5, David Nestor 1-1,
Maurice Sheridan o-3, Kenneth Mortimer o-1,
Colm McManaman o-1, Kieran McDonald o-1,
Pat Fallon o-1, James Nallen o-1.

For: 4-48 (60 points).
Against: 1-30 (33 points).
Average; 1.82

SHERIDAN OUT IN FRONT

Maurice Sheridan is out in front in the Mayo
scoresheet with 0-17. James Horan scored o-9,
Colm McManaman 1-6 and David Nestor 2-3.
John Casey hit o0-6, Brian Maloney 1-o, Noel
Connelly o-2, Kenneth Mortimer o-2, and
Kieran McDonald, Pat Fallon and James Nallen
a point each.

SHERIDAN TOPS AGAIN

Maurice Sheridan’s return of 0-9 against
Roscommon in the semi-final is the highest
score by a Mayo player in a single game in
the campaign so far.
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Similar Records at Headquarters

lthough Cork made their first visit to

A[:ublin for the 1890 All-Ireland semi-final
ith Armagh and were back in 1891, ‘93

and ‘94, all three games were at Clonturk or
the Phoenix Park, and it wasn't until the 1897
final that a Cork team lined out in a champi-
onship game at Jones’s Road - the grounds
that were destined to become Croke Park.
Defeat was the Leesiders’ lot on that occasion
as it was again in the 1899 final and it wasn't
until they met Antrim in the 1911 final that
they recorded their first-ever victory at Jones’s
Road.

By contrast, Mayo were latecomers to head-
quarters - November 1916 - but they enjoyed
a successful debut as they beat Cork (on their
second appearance) in a replay of the All-
Ireland semi-final tie at Athlone which was
won by Mayo but which gave rise to an objec-
tion and the almost inevitable replay.

For the next 26 years the red jersey was

A Poor Atftraction

owadays Cork, especially when they
N oppose Kerry or Dublin, are regarded

as one of the great crowd-pullers of
the football arena, and indeed that has
been the case for more than 4o years.
There was a time, however, when a Leeside
team would be regarded as a very poor
attraction and one unlikely to tax the facili-
ties of even the most modest of venues.

Just how Cork rated in the eyes of follow-

ers in the 1930s is illustrated by a decision
of the Munster Authorities in 1938 to fix the
provincial senior and minor football finals
for Clonakilty. Although the Athletic Grounds
might be considered as the ‘natural’ venue
for such a game, the Cork officials, knowing
just how unattractive was the fixture, shunt-
ed the games out to the west Cork town.
Clonakilty, as far as it is known, had no dif-
ficulty in coping with a very small atten-
dance, but the thousands who stayed away
had anticipated correctly, as Kerry won the
senior game by 4-14 to 0-6 and the minor
by 8-9 to 1-2.

noticeably absent from the famous sward and
when they did return in 1943 it was to lose
the semi-final clash with Cavan.

Mayo, meanwhile, had become very familiar
with Croke Park, and it is worthy of note that
by the end of the 1950 championship season
Mayo had performed there no fewer than 19
times with Cork claiming just five appear-
ances.

Things changed after that and by their 1995
semi-final with Dublin, Cork had pulled ahead
34-33; but since then Mayo have been to
Croke Park on five occasions which leaves the
present position 39-35 in their favour.

As for success and failure at Croke Park,
Mayo have been victorious on 12 occasions,
have drawn five times and lost 22, Cork’s
record from their 35 appearances has been 14
wins, two draws and 19 defeats. The respec-
tive records are close after more than a hun-
dred years of football.

Corl’s Padraig O’Mahony in action against Jason Stokes (Luimneach)
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Semi-Final Doubles — A Contrast

Mayo in regard to All-lreland minor and senior doubles

- Mayo have challenged on nine occasions while Cork
have contested both eight times. But there the similarity
ends for while the Rebel county has brought off this double
on three occasions, all Mayo’s efforts ended in split deci-
sions at best and double defeats on two occasions.

Mayo were actually the first county of the 32 to contest
both senior and minor semi-finals, when they represented
Connacht against Clare (minor) and Kerry (senior) in 1930.
However, the semi-finals did not take place as a double
event as the senior clash with Kerry at Tuam was played on
August 24, a week after the minors had beaten All-Ireland
champions Clare at St.Brendan’s Park, Birr by nine points.
That win hardly countered the 0-4 to 1-9 defeat of the
seniors by Kerry.

A year later Mayo were again on the double trail with
Kerry providing the opposition in both grades. Not surpris-
ingly, this dual confrontation went on as a double-header at
Tuam on August 30, but there was no joy for the Westerners
for, despite a great showing by the senior squad against the
champions, they went down by 1-4 to 1-6 following a crush-
ing defeat of the under-18s by 3-11 to 0-2. There was a divi-
sion of the spoils when the Leinster champions were
opposed in ‘35 - the seniors going down to Kildare (0-7 to
2-6) while, after a drawn game with Louth at Croke Park,
the minors romped home by 3-5 to 1-2 at the second
attempt at Ballina.

There is a similarity between the stories of Cork and

A Glorious Opportunity

With Connacht football generally riding high in 1936 Mayo
had a glorious opportunity or recording the double, but
though the seniors obliged at Roscommon with a first-ever
win over the ‘Kingdom’ (1-5 to 0-6) at this level earlier, in a
day of almost total forward frustration on both sides, the
only goal of the hour gave Kerry a 1-1 to 0-3 victory.

Mayo had to wait 14 years (1950) for their next shot at the
double - and they almost made it. At Croke Park Armagh
were crushed by Sean Flanagan’s men (3-9 to 0-6) and the
minars, despite having to make the long journey to Wexford
Park, failed by only two points to the locals (1-8 to 2-7).

The pursuit of a semi-final double went on, but tantalising-
ly remained beyond reach. The seniors had two hours com-
bat with Dublin in ‘55 before bowing out by the minimum
margin (1-7 to 1-8); at Limerick the minors were shocked not
alone by Tipperary’s win - but by the extent of it (1-11 to 1-2).

Decline

After the 1955 bid Mayo fortunes at senior level inexplicably
declined, and though the minors kept a high profile in
reaching the semi-finals on a regular basis - including four-
in-a-row in the early sixties - they were unaccompanied by

their senior colleagues; and when the premier squad did
manage to come through Connacht in 1967, 1969 and 1981,
the minors failed to win through, though on all three occa-
sions their defeats in the provincial final were by narrow
margins.

The “drought” eventually came to an end in 1985 and the
clashes with Meath (minor) and Dublin (senior) came within
an ace of realising the double dream. The under-18s were
untroubled by Meath (2-12 to 0-8) while the seniors fought
a 1-13 all draw. The replay, however, ensured that the dou-
ble remained out of reach.

The revival of Mayo fortunes in the mid-nineties brought
two more attempts at the double, but this time (or rather,
both times) it was the minors who failed to deliver. In the
‘96 semi-final the seniors gave one of their finest displays
of the decade in beating Kerry by 2-13 to 1-10, but two
points (0-9 to 1-8) separated the teenagers from Kerry at
the end of the hour. Twelve months on, as the seniors con-
signed Offaly’s pretensions to oblivion, the challenge of the
Faithful county’s neighbours, Laois wrote the most recent
chapter in Mayo’s frustration in search of a semi-final dou-
ble.

Cork’s Early Efforts

Cork were latecomers to the ranks of All-Ireland semi-final
double-seekers, and though they were minor All-Ireland
semi-finalists for the first time in 1939, it wasn't until 1952
that Cork challenged for semi-final success on both fronts. It
was a less than rewarding debut on the third Sunday in
August. The senior team let slip a useful lead to eventually
go down by a point (2-3 to 0-10) to Cavan while the defeat
of the minors (1-8 to o-5) by Galway was clear-cut. The fact
that their conquerors went on to take All-Ireland honours
was only a slight consolation.

The teams that did duty for Cork in that initial bid were:
Senior - D.O’Keeffe, C.Dineen, P.A.Murphy, ).0’Brien,
P.O’Driscoll, John Cronin, D.Bernard, N.Duggan, D.Kelleher,
D.O’Donovan, E.Young, T.Moriarty, Jim Cronin, J.J.Henchion,
C.McGrath.

Minor - T.Murphy, T.0’Callaghan, R.Cronin, S.0’Sullivan,
D.O’Herlihy, V.Collins, B.O’Doherty, D.Murray,. R.Murphy,
S.Higgins, D.0’Donovan, E.Goulding, J.O’Donovan, A.O’Brien,
T.Connolly.

With Kerry rampant at senior level and only slightly less
effective in minor football, the prospects of a double
appearance by Cork on semi-final day were less than bright
through the late fifties and early sixties and it was 1966
before Cork emerged from Munster on the double. It pro-
ceeded to be an unrewarding venture as the seniors were
pipped by defending All-Ireland champions Galway (1-11 to 1-
9) while the minors made a rather tame exit (2-5 to 5-6) to
a fine Mayo team.

m
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The Breakthrough

t proved to be third time lucky in 1967. The senior team
came through, thanks to a goal from a penalty (1-9 to
cavan’s 0-9), but a brilliant minor team needed no such
assistance as they saw off Tyrone by 3-6 to 0-7. The teams
that recorded Cork’s first semi-final double were:

Senior - Billie Morgan, Brian Murphy, Jerry Lucey, John
O’Mahony, Frank Cogan, Denis Coughlan, Kevin Dillon, Mick
Burke, Mick O’Loughlin, Eric Philpott, Gene McCarthy, Bernie
O’Neill, Eamon Ryan, Con O’Sullivan, Flor Hayes.

Minor - Michael Cotter, Seamus Looney, Ted Murphy, John
Fahy, Ger Cogan, Simon Murphy, Kevin Kehilly, Donal Aherne,
Denis Long, Jerry Horgan, Donal Hunt, Jimmy Barrett, Dan
Morley, Ned Kirby, Teddy O’Brien.

The seventies, however, brought mixed fortunes - when
minors won the seniors lost and vice versa and this was the
tale in 1971, 1973 and 1974. But in the heady days of the
late eighties when the Kerry monopoly was finally broken, it
was almost inevitable that a minor-senior double would be
recorded and it came in 1987.

The minors set the trend; victories over Donegal and
Dublin in the 1985 and ‘86 semi-finals, the minors made it
three-in-a-row when overcoming defending All-Ireland cham-
pions Galway in an all-points encounter at Croke Park and a
win over Kerry on a replay left the seniors favoured for the
semi-final clash with Galway. Favouritism, however, almost
proved Cork's undoing and it took a late point from Larry
Tompkins to earn the Leesiders a second chance. And the

CASTIE,
ii[LFlT\ {

chance was availed of in no uncertain manner as indicated
by an 0-18 to 1-4 scoreline.

A Mere Point

By a mere point Cork missed the chance of contesting the
double in 1988 - but the Munster minor finals of the follow-
ing two years went solidly to Kerry as the Rebel county
seniors won four southern titles in a row.

In 1991 there was an exchange of titles (Kerry won the senior
and Cork the minor), but two years later Cork lined out for
their eighth semi-final double attempt and success was
achieved with almost ridiculous ease as a 4-11 to 0-4 win over
Galway in the curtain-raiser was supplemented by an even easi-
er 5-15 to 0-10 win by the seniors over Mayo. The teams that
recorded Cork’s third and most recent semi-final double was:
Senior - John Kerins, Brian Corcoran, Mark 0’Connor, Niall
Cahalane, Ciaran O’Sullivan, Stephen O’Brien, Tony Davis,
Shay Fahy, Danny Culloty, Don Davis, Joe Kavanagh, Barry
Coffey, Colin Corkery, John O’Driscoll, Mick McCarthy.

Minor - Des Cauley, Tim 0’'Mahony, Ken 0’Connell, James
Kingston, Andy O’Shea, Owen Sexton, Shane Prenderville,
Ger O’Connell, Martin Cronin, Ger O’Leary, Alan O’Regan,
John Buckley, Seamus Collins, Paul O’Flynn, Brian Cuthbert.

Three semi-final doubles in more than 70 years may not
compare with what their neighbours Kerry have achieved in
this sphere but in recent times there is no doubt that Cork
are a county to be reckoned with when the minor and
senior championships reach the second-last stage.

Here’s hoping for a classic
game today from the Best
Known Sports Pub in the West

Wishing the Mayo team every
success from all at

Byrne’s Sports Bar
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An Historic Double

footballer of the forties and early fifties

and was one of only two Corkmen to fea-
ture on the Munster team that won the 1941
Railway Cup. An All-Ireland winner in 1945, he
also was a member of the team that brought
National League honours in 1952 when he
captained the side that beat New York in the
final.

But what is not generally known about the
Collins stalwart is that in his teenage years he
was adept at both codes and it was as a
minor that he made an interesting piece of
Cork, and indeed general, gaelic history as the
first player to win provincial medals in both
codes. As a youth of many parts he was a

Eamon Young was an outstanding Cork

Around The Provinces

oth Cork and Mayo have long since
Breached the position where they could
claim their first-ever victories over the repre-
sentatives of the other three provinces. Indeed,
it was in the first-ever semi-final in 1890 that
Cork beat Armagh and then followed with a
final win over Leinster champions, Wexford.
The Leesiders completed the ‘treble’ when they
encountered Connacht opposition in the shape
of Mayo in 1901 - and it could be said that
they beat a ‘fourth province’ in overcoming
London in the 1907 semi-final at the Athletic
Grounds, a game played on June 7, 1908.

Mayo’s early tilts with the other provinces
did not run so smoothly and it was not until
they beat Cork in the 1916 semi-final replay
that they could claim their first Munster scalp.
And it took a further nine years to down a
Leinster side for the first time when they, as
nominated Connacht representatives in 1925,
beat Wexford in the semi-final at Croke Park,
21 years after they had encountered eastern
opponents for the first time. Ulster presented
fewer problems; in fact, it didn’t present a
oroblem at all as, on their first-ever clash with
northern opposition (v Cavan in the 1932 semi-
final), they recorded a 2-4 to 0-8 win.

A point of interest regarding Cork’s relations
with Leinster opponents is that, after their win
over Wexford in 1890, it took them 66 years to
chalk up a second win which was the 1956 vic-
tory over Kildare, after nine successive defeats.

Glen Rovers representative on the Cork minor
hurling team that won the Munster and All-
Ireland titles in 1939. In the same year he, as
the sole Dohenys representation on the minor
football team, collected a Munster medal when
Cork won provincial honours for the first time
- and he was close to All-Ireland honours in
this code as well, as Cork lost the semi-final
to eventual winners, Roscommon by a mere
three points.

That miss notwithstanding, he still made his-
tory as the first player to win minor provincial
honours in both codes. In the years that fol-
lowed many players in Dublin, Offaly and, of
course, Cork would equal his achievement; but
Eamon Young was the first. :

Mayo’s John Casey in action against Tom Ryan (Ros Comdin) in the
Connacht Football Championship at McHale Park, Castlebar.
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Cork And Mayo...

Head To Head

their seventh in the senior football
championship with the record to date
reading five-one in the Leesiders’ favour.

Today’s meeting of Cork and Mayo will be

1901 - Cork 4-16; Mayo o-1.

Despite not having played a competitive
encounter since their Connacht final victory
over Galway six months previously, Mayo start-
ed confidently in this All-Ireland semi-final at
Markets’ Field against Cork, who had the bene-
fit of three hard outings in Munster against
Kerry, reigning All-Ireland champions Tipperary
and Limerick. With wind assistance Gildea
opened the Westerners account in the eighth
minute but that early promise soon evaporat-
ed as the Munster champions took control.
O’Donnell quickly grabbed zan egualiser and
further points by Mackessy, McCarthy and Daly
helped Cork into an interval lead of o-5 to o-1.

After the restart Cork continued their offen-
sive. Willie O’Neill stretched their advantage
with a brace of points and Pat Daly’s goal
effectively ended the game as a contest. Mayo
tried desperately to rally but despite the best
efforts of Paudge Sweeney, Tim Plover, Peter
Gavin and Pat Doherty, Cork continued in the
ascendancy. A second goal from Daly was the
catalyst for an avalanche of late scores as the
Rebels piled on the misery with Mackessy, O’Neill
and Daly Mayo’s principal tormentors. The large
contingent of Mayo supporters returned home
chastened by their 27-point mauling.

Cork - S.Murphy, J.Desmond, J.Murphy,
A.Groeger, M.Connors, J.Morrisey, T.0’Mahony,
C.McCarthy, FSearles, W.O’Neill, W.McCarthy,
J.McCarthy, E.Allen, C.Walsh, P.O’Donnell,
P.Daly, W.Mackessy.

Mayo - M.Cassidy, P.Sweeney, P.Plover, J.Plover,
T.Plover, P.Doherty, T.Doherty, M.Regan, ].Cahill,
J-Munnelly, J.McGough, D.Gildea, M.Flannelly,
P.Gavin, M.Mitchell, M.Ruane, J.0’Connor.

Zathony McGarry and Pat Holmes (Maigh Eo) in action against Cork’s Barry Coffey and Colin Corkery during

=72 1993 All-Ireland semi-final.

continued overleaf
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continued from p4s

continued on page 48

1906 - Cork o0-10; Mayo 0-6.

e S

Five years later Mayo were better prepared for
their semi-final tilt at Cork as demonstrated by
superb wins over Galway and Roscommon. The

Leesiders, however, were equally well prepared
as indicated by comfortable wins over
Waterford and Kerry. The tie at the Markets’
Field was played in poor conditions with an
equally poor sod doing little for the quality of
fare on offer,

Mayo, having won the toss, elected to play
against the breeze in the opening half and it
was a decision they may have regretted at the
interval when they trailed the Munster side by
nine points having failed themselves to trou-
ble the scoreboard operator. Each side lost a
player in the rough exchanges in the opening
period and Mayo made good use of the open
Spaces to gnaw away at the deficit after the
restart. However, the Cark net never fell and
Mayo had left themselves too much to do as
they went down by four points.

Cork - M.Connors, PLinehan, J.Linehan, P.Daly,

R.O’Sullivan, THallinan, C.Paye, W.Dwane, J.McCarthy,
M.Twomey, M.Mehigan, T.Breen, W.Mackessy,
P.Donaghue, J.Murphy, C.McCarthy, R.Flavin.

Mayo - P.Sweeney, P-Murray, T.Murray, ).D.Ryder,

P.Farmer, B.Boshell, FBoshell, ).Barrett, A.Corcoran
B.Ferguson, M.Moran, T.Kilmartin, T.Gowan,
M.McHugh, 0.Sweeney, T.Boshell, PKilduff.

’

John O’Driscoll (Corcaigh) is tackled by Mayo’s
Kevin Cahill and goalkeeper Gabriel Irwin dur-
ing the 1993 All-Ireland Football Semi-Final.

1907 - Cork 2-10; Mayo o-2.

Having lost the previous year's All-Ireland
Mayo stood between Cork and another &
twelve months later. Cork had impressec
holding on to their provincial crown with
wins over Limerick, Kerry and Tipperary w
Mayo, with the Connacht championship =
ning late, were nominated to represent t*
province.

As in 1901 this lack of preparation cost 3
dearly in the end but similar to six years
er they opened brightly. Fitzgerald gave
Westerners the lead before O’Neill equaliz
for Cork and a couple of Mackessy points
the Southerners in the driving seat. Slow!
surely Cork pulled clear and indeed they !
increased their advantage to an unasszilz
14 points with six minutes remaining. The
referee sent a Mayo player to the line anc
when he refused to go the official award=
match to Cork.

Cork - J.Murphy, M.Mehigan, T.Donoghue,
J.Shorten, J.Regan, T.Breen, J.Beckett,
W.Twomey, P.O’Neill, W.Mackessy, C.0’Shez
J.Lehane, J.Kelleher, ).O’Driscoll, J.Kent,
R.O’Sullivan, R.Flavin.

Mayo - P.Murray, A.Cusson, D.Ryder,
G.Fitzgerald, ).Moran, P.Farmer, D.Courell,
A.Nealon, T.Murray, T.Gilmartin, W.Boshell,
B.Ferguson, M.Rafter, L.Casey, M.McHugh,
T.Barrett, T.Boshell.

1916 - Mayo 1-2; Cork 1-1.

On October 22nd Cork took on Mayo at
Athlone and it was the Westerners who pn
vailed over the Leesiders for the first time
a 1-2 to o0-2 victory. However, Cork object=
and were granted a replay at Croke Park f
weeks later. Cork had looked a lot less imy
sive in winning the Munster crown than Mz
did in taking the Western title and that
showed in both encounters,

The Leesiders made five changes for the <
ond meeting but it was to no avail as May
kept their noses in front to advance to the
final by the minimum and record their first
tory over Cork at the fourth attempt. Howe
they subsequently lost the All-Ireland finz
Wexford four weeks later.

Mayo - D.F.Courell, P.Loftus, J.E.McEllen.
B.Durkan, T.Gibson, P.Robinson, P.Kelly,
|.Lyden, J.Hession, T.Boshell, PJordan, T.Fom
P.Smith, T.Ruane, T.Lyons.

Cork - P.O’Connell, J.Ryan, P.Fitzgerald,
W.Moore, R.0’Connor, W.Murphy, C.Lucey,
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continued from page 46

Joe Kavangh
(Corcaigh) is tackled
by Mayo’s Pat
Holmes during the
1993 All-lIreland
Football Semi-Final.

J.Lynch, R.O’Brien, R.Swain, M.Sullivan,
J.Donovan, W.Power, D.Mehigan, A.Hallinan.
Subs - J.Casey, H.Linahan, ).M.0’Connor.

1989 - Cork 0-17; Mayo 1-11.

Cork went into this final encounter seeking to
avoid the ignominy of losing three All-Ireland
finals back-to-back and they started well with
Larry Tompkins opening the scoring in the
first minute. Two more points from the same
player and a single by John Cleary put the
Leesiders four ahead before Willie joe Padden
opened Mayo’s account in the 1oth minute.
By the end of the first quarter the Connacht
champions were just two points in arrears (o-
5 to 0-3) and that was also the margin at the
interval as Cork turned over leading by o-10
to o-8. ‘

Mayo, seeking their first title in nearly four
decades, got off to a great start in the sec-
ond period when Anthony Finnerty fired home
in the third minute to give them the lead for
the first time. However, the lead lasted less
than five minutes as Dave Barry fired over
the equaliser in the eighth minute. A brace
from John Cleary seemed to hand the initia-
tive to the Rebels but Mayo responded and

points by Liam McHale and Fitzmaurice
brought them level by the end of the third
quarter. With 16 minutes left Fitzmaurice gave
Mayo the lead but that proved to be their last
score and Cork were back on terms within two
minutes. Ten minutes from time Mick McCarthy
gave Cork the lead and two minutes later
namesake Teddy put them two clear and it
was Mick who notched the final score six min-
utes from the end as the Sam Maguire went
south.

Cork - J.Kerins, N.Cahalane, S.0’Brien,
J.Kerrigan, M.Slocum, C.Counihan, T.Davis,
T.McCarthy, S.Fahy, D.Barry, L.Tompkins,
B.Coffey, P.McGrath, D.Allen, J.Cleary.

Subs - J.0’Driscoll for Coffey, M.McCarthy for
Fahy, D.Culloty for Cleary.

Mayo - G.Irwin, ).Browne, P.Forde, D.Flanagan,
M.Collins, T.).Kilgallon, J.Finn, S.Maher,
L.McHale, G.Maher, W.].Padden, N.Durkan,
M.Fitzmaurice, ).Burke, K.McStay.

Subs - A.Finnerty for Burke, R.Dempsey for
S.Maher, B.Kilkelly for G.Maher.

1993 - Cork 5-15; Mayo o-10.

Croke Park presented a depressing picture at
the end of this hopelessly one-sided affair. Not
even the Cork players or spectators exulted at
a game which gave the Leesiders one of their
biggest-ever semi-final wins. Early on there
was little hint of the deluge to come as Mayo,
playing with considerable spirit and not a little
skill kept Cork in sight and there was a gap of
only four points when John O’Driscoll struck a
splendid goal at the 33rd minute. That blow
may not have shattered Mayo but it did help
Cork to an interval advantage of 1-10 to 0-3.
The fervour of Mayo, for a time on the
restart, during which they kept Cork scoreless
suggested that there might be a contest. But
once the Cork attack got moving Mayo col-
lapsed and in the last 17 minutes, as Corkery,
O’Driscoll, Coffey and McCarthy added 4-5 to
the winners’ tally, Mayo kept going in a lost
cause to have the last score by Liam McHale.
Cork - ] Kerins, B.Corcoran, M.0’Connor,
N.Cahalane, C.0’Sullivan, S.0’Brien, T.Davis,
S.Fahy, D.Culloty, D.Davis, J.Kavanagh, B.Coffey,
C.Corkery, J.O’Driscoll, M.McCarthy.

Sub - L.Honohan for Fahy.

Mayo - G.Irwin, K.Beirne, K.Cahill, D.Flanagan,
A.McGarry, P.Holmes, |.Finn, L.McHale, S.Maher,
K.O’Neill, K.Staunton, T.Morley, N.Durcan,
R.Dempsey, PJ.Loftus.

Subs - R.Golding for Flanagan, A.Finnerty for
Loftus, P.Brogan for Maher,
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Pictured at the spensorship cheque presentation to Mayo Co. Board after the Connacht Final were
(back row [-r): Donal Flynn, District Manager, Mayo Bank of Ireland; Sean Feeney, Secretary, Mayo Co.
Board; Martin Crowe, Bank of Ireland Co-Ordinator (Manager Ballina); P.). McGrath, Chairman, Mayo
Co. Board. Front row: J.P. Lambe, Treasurer, Mayo Co. Board; Johnny Mulvey, Patron, Mayo GA.A.

'SCORELESS

There are very few counties that have not been held scoreless in a
championship encounter at one time or another and this distinguished
list of undistinguished performers includes Dublin, Meath, Roscommon,
Galway, Offaly, Tyrone, Monaghan, Armagh and Cork. The Leesiders’ brace
of noughts cropped up in the first round clash with Kerry at Limerick in
1904 when the Cork backs, in a truly valiant display, restricted the All-
Ireland champions’ attack to a mere 1-4; but at the other end there was
no joy for Cork as they failed to raise even one white flag despite seeing
a fair amount of possession.

Mayo, however, even in their direst moments never left a championship
field without at least one score to their credit; but ironically they did fin-
ish the hour scoreless in a national final - the 1905 Croke Cup decider in
which they opposed the great Kildare team of that era and went down
On a 1-11 to nil scoreline at Jones’s Road. That defeat left Mayo with the
unwelcome distinction of being the only county ever to end an hour
scoreless in a Croke Cup final in either football or hurling.

If Pat Loftus of Ballina at the end of his career had been asked to name
his unhappiest day on the gaelic field, he would very likely have said
the 1916 All-Ireland between Wexford and Mayo. Loftus, who was the
goalkeeper right through the campaign, had displayed good form in
every game, returning clean sheets in the Connacht final and in the
semi-final replay with Cork.

But it started to go wrong for the Mayo ‘keeper even before the game
began as on his way up to Croke Park he slipped and fell into the canal
near Jones’s Road bridge. His companions managed to pull him out but
the water was very cold as the date of the game was December 17th.
And there were further troubles in store as on the pitch Wexford had the
upper hand for most of the way and put three goals past Loftus in carv-
ing out a 3-4 to 1-2 win. And while Pat Loftus was not to blame for any
of the three majors, he would no doubt ruefully recall that it was the
one occasion on which he had conceded three goals in his intercounty

Not His Day |

Big Changes

When a team wins a provincial final it is not
unusual for an unchanged team to line out in
the subsequent All-lreland semi-final. But that
| most certainly wasn’t the case with Mayo
:when they contested the 1901 All-Ireland semi-
| final with Cork.

The team that beat Galway in the Connacht
‘ final was undoubtedly the county’s best 17,
but by the time that the game with Cork came
up there was dissension in the Mayo camp
'and it apparently couldn’t be settled by the
time the team travelled to Limerick for Mayo’s
first-ever appearance on the All-Ireland stage. |
It was a disastrous situation. Against a power- :
ful Cork team Mayo would have needed the
services of every top-class footballer they had,
but as it transpired some of the outstanding
players including Bob Marsh, Andy Corcoran,
Willie Parsons (who had captained the team
in the Connacht final), Paudge Sweeney and
Tom Kilmartin were missing and the game
went its inevitable way. In all, seven players
stood down and Mayo people in the years
that followed must have wondered how they
would have fared with a full-strength team. Of
course, no one knows how they would have
fared, but it is certain that Mayo wouldn’t
have lost by 27 points.

o
An Easy Afternoon

All-Ireland semi-final day rarely provides a team
with an easy afternoon no matter how favourably
the game runs for them. But semi-final day in
1901 was the most untroubled ever experienced
by a Mayo team at Croke Park - for the simple
reason that they didn’t encounter any opposition
as they progressed to the final because oppo-
nents Tipperary failed to appear. From the few
facts that can be gleaned about the occasion it
would appear that Tipperary, as late as Saturday
evening, were trying to gel a team together to
defend their All-Ireland crown after meeting no
opposition in Munster, but to no avail and by the
time the General Secretary Luke O’Toole was con-
tacted by a Tipperary official to say that they
could not fulfil the fixture, Mayo were in Dublin.

However, on Sunday, having gone along to
Croke Park to confirm that they would receive a
walk-over, the Mayo players decided not to let
the journey go to waste and received permission
to spend more than an hour in a quite vigorous
practice.

career. Definitely not his day.\ J
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Tony & Ann McHugh, the management and staff of the
Welcome Inn Hotel wish the Mayo team every success!

= HOTEL CASTLEBAR, Co. MAYO.

MAIN SPONSORS MAYO GAA SENIOR LEAGUES TEL.: 094 22288 FAX: 094 21766

Contractors & Property Developers

Castlebar, Co. Mayo. Telephone: 094 - 24566 I

ANTHONY MCHUGH,
~ JAMES MCTIGUE AND STAFF
| WISH THE MAYO TEAM EVERY
SUCCESS!

Anthony McHugh  MAIN SPONSORS, CASTLEBAR MITCHELLS GAA  James McTigue #¥
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ames Horan had cause for a pre- semi-

final celebration last Monday when he

became the first Mayo man to win an
Eircell G.A.A. All Stars Player of the Month
award which he got for July. He was honoured
for his contribution to the return of the
Connacht senior title to Mayo.
Little wonder, as Horan gave one of the best
individual displays of the past month at rain-
drenched Tuam Stadium. His points scoring
flair was one of the best features of the
Western final and a key factor in enabling
Mayo to dethrone defending All-Ireland cham-
pions Galway.
The 28-year-old Ballintubber clubman really
set Mayo on the victory trail in the second
half with three unanswered points that
brought his side from a three points deficit to

level terms with fourteen minutes playing
time remaining.

Horan also finished the game as his team’s
ace marksman with five points.

The clever and wily campaigner, who is hav-
ing a good season over-all, appreciates better
than most what is required for success at the
top level.

He won Connacht senior football medals in
1996 and 1997 and displayed his football tal-
ents and points scoring flair in the All-Ireland
final and replay of 1996 and again in the Sam
Maguire Cup tie nearly two years ago. He
went into that game as a substitute.

A versatile and wholehearted footballer,
Horan’s current form suggests he is a forward
who could present the Cork defence with
some trying problems.




Irish Times GAA coverage gets close to the action - it's also a measure of how
much writers like GAA Correspondent Sean Moran, Tom Humphries, Keith Duggan
and Sean Kilfeather enjoy the game. Their match previews and reports, as well

as personality interviews bring great sporting occasions to life every week in the
SportsSaturday and SportsMonday supplements.

THE IRISH TIMES |

FOR THE TIMES WE LIVE IN



Cork v. Mayo

The Fijian and The Crossmolinan

" Will Sean Og 6 hAilpin, a scion of that south sea ocean
steps of Teddy McCarthy and reach Croke Park fi
Officer from Crossmolina, John Maughan, rouse
Final under his tutelage.

paradise, Fiji, follow in the ‘dual’ foot-
nals in both codes. Or will the former Army
his Mayo troops to reach g third All-Ireland

Cork, after the usual frenetic struggle with their neighbours Kerry,
anather match in September, while Mayo, who toppled the All-Irelan
will have hungry Men of the West and a dias
long-awaited crown.

have set their sights on

d incumbents Galway,
pora of Mayo supporters looking for a

From Clonakilty and Cork city they will come, and from Castlebar and Westport - our trains
will be a mass of red and white and green and red bedecked supporters,
We thank both sets of supporters for their [g

yalty to the InterCity service overthe years. !
It's been a pleasure to carry you.
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Who was the last Corkman presented with
the old Sam Maguire Cup afrer an All-
Ireland senior football final win?

Who was Cork’s captain when they beat
Mayo in 1989 to win the new Sam Maguire
Cup for the first time?

How many goals did Mayo score in their
drawn All-Ireland senior football final of 19962
How many All-Ireland senior football semi-
finals have Mayo won in the nineties?

Who captained Mayo in their unsuccessful
All-Ireland senior football semi-final against
Donegal in 19927

What was unusual about Mayo's win over
Galway in a first round Connacht senior football
championship tie in 1997 at Tuam Stadium?

. Cork retained the All-Ireland senior football

title in 1990. Who were runners-up for the
title that year?

When did Cork last achieve an All-Ireland
minor and senior football semi-finals dou-
ble on the same day?

Name the only Mayo man elected President
of the G.AA.

0. What counties contested the last All-lreland

senior football semi-final between the
Connacht and Munster champions?
In what year did Connacht champions last

Fiche Ceist

12

13.

14,

15,

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

fail to win an All-lreland senior football
semi-final?

Mayo won the Connacht under-21 football
title earlier this year. True or false?

Who recently became the first Mayo man to
be presented with an Eircell G.AA.
Personality of thd Month award?

Did Cork and Mayo meet in the 1998-99
Church and General National Football
League?

What was Mayo’s winning margin over
Offaly in the 1997 All-Ireland senior football
semi-final—four, five or six points?

Who captained Cork on their last appear-
ance in an All-lreland senior football semi-
final—Niall Cahalane, Larry Tompkins or
Ciaran O’Sullivan?

Name the last Corkman to hold the posi-
tion of President of the G.A.A.

In what position did Kenneth Mortimer
(Mayo) win an Eircell All Stars Award in 19977
Did Brian Corcoran win a Church and
General National Football League medal
with Cork last May?

The late Sean Flanagan, chosen at left full
back in the An Post Fooball Team Of The
Millennium earlier this month, captained
Mayo to one or two All-lreland senior titles?
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DID YOU KNOW?

GAA Facts To Test The Best

Available From:

Available in the Croke Park
Shop & leading Newsagents

Special Offer, £3.95 - Post Free!

DBA Publications Limited,
56 Carysfort Avenue,
Blackrock,

Co. Dublin.




vood printcraft

LEADERS IN OUR FIELD

Wood Printcraft are leaders in the field of printing and packaging.

We have been winning for a long time, since 1837 in fact.
So we are well placed to deliver top results.

re proud to be the printers of the All Ireland Championships Hurling and Football programmes.,

We a
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The Most Recent League Clash...November ‘94

Cork 1-9; Mayo 0-7.

. ork had a fine first-half performance to
thank for this victory over Mayo at Pairc

Ui Rinn. Both sides went into this
Division Two encounter without a point after
owo rounds and it was the home side, aided
Sy the wind, who opened the scoring through
2 Colin Corkery free. By the end of the first
guarter it was o0-4 to nil and when Pat Hegarty
zoaled on the stroke of half-time Cork looked
unassailable leading by 1-7 to o-1.

= the opening ten minutes of the second peri-
22 Mayo knocked three points off their arrears
Zut Corkery and Liam Honohan steadied Cork
with points. However, Mayo continued to chip
=way at the deficit but had left themselves too

o

much to do and Cork held on for a somewhat
flattering five-point victory.

Cork scorers: C.Corkery o0-4, P.Hegarty 1-1,
T.McCarthy o-2, D.Culloty o-1, L.Honohan o-1.
Mayo: P.Brogan o-2, L.Niland o-2, K.McDonald
0-1, B.Fitzpatrick o-1, K.Staunton o-1.

Cork: K.O’Dwyer, M.Farr, P.Hanley, B.Murphy,
K.Cowhie, J.0’Driscoll, B.Coffey, L.Honohan,
D.Culloty, J.Kavanagh, T.McCarthy, P.O’Mahany,
S.Calnan, P.Hegarty, C.Corkery.

Subs - T.Griffin for O’Driscoll, L.Kavanagh for
Murphy.

Mayo: B.Heffernan, P.Butler, K.Cabhill,
K.Mortimer, A.McGarry, M.Coleman, P.Holmes,
C.McManamon, P.Fallon, L.Niland, P.Brogan,

K.Lydon, K.McDonald, |.McCallion, B.Fitzpatrick.

Subs - K.Staunton for Fallon, J.Jennings for
Lydon, S.Trench for Brogan.
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Double Endeavours

the second leg of an All-Ireland semi-

final double, a feat they last performed
" 1990 - the last occasion on which they
ztiempted it. Indeed, Cork have been foremost
i this field of achievement in recent years,
though Galway - because of their special
position - have often threatened to emulate
the Rebels.

Today Cork are attempting to complete

~lthough there were a few All-Ireland semi-
“nals in both codes played in the last century
= wasn’t until 1900, when all four provinces
were represented for the first time, that semi-
“nals became a permanent feature of the
championship scene. Incidentally, in that inau-
zural year the semi-finalists involved the same
“our counties - Tipperary and Kilkenny in hurl-
ng and foothall, while Antrim and Galway
were also listed to contest in both codes.

7 the event, only the clash of the Leinster
=nd Munster champions actually took place
with Tipperary winning the hurling and
«ilkenny the football. However, both the
=remier sides advanced to the final; an objec-
“an resulted in the Central Council ordering a
==nlay which Kilkenny refused to play thus

conceding a walk-over and presenting their
neighbours with the first-ever - if slightly tar-
nished - semi-final double.

Cork’s First

But if the Tipperary double was somewhat
diminished, the same could not be said of
Cork’s double in 1901. The run in to the clash-
es with Mayo and Galway could not be fault-
ed, and when the Redmonds back-boned hurl-
ing and the Nils back-boned football teams
lined out at the Markets’ Field in Limerick on
May 17,1903 they were much better prepared
than the depleted Mayo and untried Galway
teams that opposed them. And it showed.
Galway were never in the hunt and right from
the throw-in Cork were streaking away from
the opposition and won as easily as suggest-
ed by a 7-12 to 1-4 scoreline,

Mayo’s challenge survived for a little over half
an hour. In fact, Mayo opened the scoring but
by the interval it was o-5 to 0-1 in Cork’s
favour. Thereafter Cork pulled away to win by
4-16 to o-1. The Cork teams which recorded
the first-ever All-lIreland semi-final double
were:

L J
Oy
/’ /
PAIRC s CHRGCAIGH

CROKE PARK
DEVELOPMENT

The (New)
Hogan Stand
Suites
&
Premium
Seats
(5 Year Only)

For more
information
telephone:
(01) 855 1336.

Continued overleaf

TR




| Lluichi Leath-Cheannais Peile na hEireann

Continued from pg 57

Hurling - P.Cantillan (capt.), M.O’Reilly (gl),
D.McGrath, T.Irwin, T.Powell, C.Nason, J.0’Leary,
W.Sheehan, J.Delia, C.Young, P.Sullivan,
|.Roynane, J.Kelleher, J.0’Neill, D.0’Keeffe,
T.Hallinan, D.Daly.

Foothall - S.Murphy, J-Murphy, J.McCarthy,
D.J.Murphy, S.Groegar, J.Morrisey, M.O’Connor,
T.0’"Mahony, C.McCarthy, F.Searles, W.0’Neill,
C.J.McCarthy, E.Allen, |.Walsh, P.O’Donnell,
W.Mackessy, P.Daly.

The 1907 season brought a second ‘dual’

- €ngagement. It was a repeat of the 1901 pair-

ings but this time Galway went down by only
four points (2-8 to 1-7) but it was again easy
for the footballers who beat Mayo by 2-10 to
0-2 (both games at Limerick).

Mayo, interestingly, should have contested
both semi-finals in 1910 as dual Connacht

champions, but by the time they took the hurl-

ing honours, nominated Galway had lost to
nominated Cork.

A Heavy Reverse

Cork’s third attempt at the semi-final double
was not until 1928 when they confronted the
reigning All-Ireland champions - Kildare and
Dublin. At the newly-opened Nowlan Park the
hurlers scored a stunning 5-3 to 0-2 win over
the city men, but the footballers, even in the
familiar surrounds of the Athletic Grounds,
were no match for the Lily Whites who led at
the break by 1-5 to nil and finished easy win-
ners by 3-7 to o0-2.

There was another division of the spoils in
1952. At Limerick the hurlers survived a great

Galway challenge to win by 1-5 to 0-6, but the
footballers were caught on the post by a late
Cavan rally (o-10 to 2-3) at Croke Park. And
although Cork contested both All-Ireland finals
in 1956 they did not play a hurling semi-final
that year.

When Cork returned to the double arena in
1983 Galway hurlers presented few problems
(5-14 to 1-16) but a last-minute goal at Croke
Park earned Dublin a replay which they won
with surprising ease at Pairc Ui Chaoimh by 4-
15 o 1-10.

However, a gap of more than 8o years was
gloriously bridged in 1990 when Cork hurlers
cruised past Antrim by 2-20 to 1-13 and the
footballers, though failing to find the net,
readily accounted for Roscommon (0-17 to o-
10) to set the scene for the historic September
double.

Since then Cork have had no opportunity of
recording a semi-final double, but new incen-
tives abound to end the decade as they began
it - with the county’s fourth All-Ireland semi-
final double.

The teams that recorded Cork’s most recent
semi-final double lined out: Hurling -
G.Cunningham, J.Considine, D.Walsh,
5.0’Gorman, S.McCarthy, J.Cashman,
K.McGuckin, P.Buckley, B.0’Sullivan, D.Quirke,
T.Mulcahy, T.0’Sullivan, G.Fitzgerald,
K.Hennessy, ).Fitzgibbon.

Football - J.Kerins, T.Nation, N.Cahalane,
S.0’Brien, M.Slocum, C.Counihan, T.Davis,
L.Tompkins, D.Culloty, P.Hayes, D.Barry,
B.Coffey, C.0’Neill, S.Fahy, P.McGrath.
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Comhairle - the National Leadership

is available to all Club Officers from October 1999 to February 2000.

Club (

and Administration Programme for Club Officers

Would you like to attend a six-hour interactive development
programme which will address the vital areas relative to Club
Administration today?

Would you like more information on any of

the following topics?

s Role and Responsibilities of Officers
Committee Procedure

Gaeilge ag an gCruinnig

(

nstitution

If so, please contact your County Secretary, who will arrange for the Comhairle Programme to come to your County soon.

Communications
Fund Raising

Code of Conduct

Youth Policy

Teamwork in the Club
Sub-Committees in the Club
Analysis and Evaluation in the Club
Strategic Planning for the Club

and appomtment of Trustees




National Coaching Forum
~ Saturday 27th, November, 1999
in the New Stand ¢ Croke Park

What's The Key Guide to Total Performance?
Does more mean better?

COHESION

Over 24,000 people - those who have taken Foundation and Level One
Coaching Courses - have helped to put the Coaching Wheel in
motion over the past five years. This Forum will include: -

A range of Guest Speakers ¢ Workshops ¢ Review of Research Projects
* Open Forum e Interactive Coaching
Cost: £30 including lunch « Numbers limited to 150 so we recommend you
book early (booking starts August 1st).
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= | I wish to book ~ places on the NATIONAL COACHING FORUM
.c PP VU—

-4 o I enclose cheque/P/O. for £ please make out to GAA, Croke Park.
o

M2 Neme

©,2

o Address: ik Phone:
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To: Pat Daly, Coaching Games Promotion Manager, GAA, Croke Park, Dublin 3.
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Who Aniil2

I'was named the Players’ Player of the Year
at last December’s Eircell All Stars awards.
| led my county from attack to the provincial

senior football championship.

| won my second All Stars award last year.

I 'am a forward.
I have one All-lreland senior medal.
My club is Tuam Stars.
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Solve correctly the seven clues below and
the shaded column will reveal the name
of a footballer who captained his county

in this season’s Bank of Ireland senior
championship (1,6(.
1. This county lost a Church and General

National Football League semi-final earlier

this year to Dublin after a replay.

. Surname of Calin, Sligo’s full back in their

Bank of Ireland Connacht senior football
semi-final replay loss to Galway in early
July.

. Dublin’s left half back in their unsuccess-
ful Leinster senior football final against
Meath earlier this month (1,5).

. A Laois midfielder, who has won inter-
provincial medals with Leinster.

. This defender captained two All-Ireland

title winning teams in senior football last

year.

. A Meath forward, who is back in top form

after an absence through injury and who

was in Australia with an Irish touring party

recently.
. Tyrone’s left full forward in the All-Ireland
senior football final of 1995 (1,4).

1
2
4
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Below are six separate statements,
each containing a deliberate mistake.
What you have to do, of course, is to
find the deliberate mistake in each
piece,

1. Derry and Cavan played a thrilling

draw in an Ulster senior champi-
onship tie at Breffni Park in June.

. Kerry’s Maurice Fitzgerald scored

four points against Cork in the
Munster senior football final in July.

- Crossmaglen Rangers, Armagh, had a

fine win over Mayo opposition
Knockmore in the AIB All-Ireland
club football final last St. Patrick’s
Day.

. Waterford won the All-Ireland junior

football title earlier this month for
the first time by beating a good

Dublin side in the final.

5. Kildare were captained by Martin
Lynch in their Leinster senior foot-
ball final win of last year.

6. Cork’s hopes of senigz football

championship glory last year were

at Killarney.

Letters Maze below. They can run across
from left to right, right to left, upwards,
downwards or diagonally.

Here are the six clubs in question:

St. Mary’s, Urhan, Clane, Salthill, Lavey,
Balla.
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ended by Kerry in the Munster final
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Plant a seed in Ireland
and reap a harvest
in Ethiopa

; Jrﬁ“ i

SELF HELP GROW FUND

LONG-TERM FAMINE PREVENTION

Since 1984, Irish farmers sands of people who depended ;ggfg;STHETﬁESTMngiC’zVEAGENCIZSIHAVE EVER COME
nave been helping Ethiopian on food hand-outs are now with WH;EAHEAS FI;)MFiMlNéE;g’gle?PLﬂg.T‘?ﬂNSFUBMED
farmers combat the long-term the aid of Self Help producing a
causes of famine. surplus of food. Self Help also Matt Dempsey, Editor, Irish Farmers Journal.

The Self Help Grow Fund, works in Erithrea, Malawi, [ e e e s s e g
with the backing of the Irish Uganda and Kenya. S . |
~arming Organisations, gives Help prevent famine. Please | A0S worereerrerromsees e F
vou the opportunity to help complete the coupon and return | o i
farmer-to-farmer in a meaning- it to: I 1 wish to make a donation to the Self Help Grow Fund- I
“ul and practical way. I For Credit Gard Donations please complete below: I

Your regular contributions Self Help, [ card sumer acees B0 we BB O i
fave helped to plant overd15 Elackelstown, i | RN 1 ]
million trees, provide seeds, 0. Carlow.

“onstruct bor(?holes, flour mills Tel: 0508 71175 Vaistom =L - ;
and solar pumps. E-mail: info@selfhelpintl.ie | Signature: Date: !

In Ethiopa hundreds of thou- Website: www.selfhelpintl.ie o e e e e e e e e e e
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Cumann na mBunscol pro-
motes Gaelic Football,
Hurling, Camogie,
Handball and Rounders in
the Primary Schools of all
32 counties.

Girls” Gaelic football has
been one of the fastest
growing areas of the
organisaticn in recent
years.

Strong Cumann na
mBunscol units operate in
today's competing coun-
ties.

Cumann na mBunscol in
Cork is known as Sciath
na Scol and is the oldest
formally crganised unit in
the cauntry having been
founded in 1903.

Girls participated in the
half-time mini-game at
this year’s Connacht final
for the first time. Teams
from Galway and Mayo
entertained the large
crowd and there was a
special welcome for Sile
Seoighe, Scoil Ronain, Inis
Mor, and Sinéad Nic
Chonchra, Scoil
Chaoimhin, Inis Oirr, the
first children from the
islands to play in Cumann
na mBunscol mini-games.

Munster Council Chairman,
Sean Kelly, has praised
Cumann na mBunscol
throughout the summer-in
his address in Munster
Championship pro-
grammes. He described
the Primary game as “an
established sine gua non
on major match days ...
it's always enjoyable,
sporting and innocent ...
it has an appeal all of its
own and the inclusion of
both boys and girls®
games has been an
important new dimension.
He added “We are very
proud and grateful for the
enormous amount of gual-
ity work being done hy
the primary school
teachers”.

5 Church & General
) Cumann na mBunscol

Cumann na mBunscol

Forty Cumann na mBunscol footballers will hold centre-stage today at
half-time in the senior match, as the Gaelic Athletic Association gives
pride of place to the children from the I.N.T.0./G.A.A. Mini-Sevens to dis-
play their skills in a short exhibition mini-game. 240 children will have
this wonderful opportunity during the All-Ireland series, providing them
with a unique experience to cherish for the rest of their lives and giving

Cumann na mBunscol a platform to showcase the Gaelic games develop-
ment work that is going on in Primary schools throughout the country.

Best Mates

To be picked for the Mini-Sevens is a great thrill,
but to be selected along with your best friend
and near neighbour makes it even more special.
Dual players Thomas Murray and Patrick Cronin
represent Scoil Eoin, Ballincollig today and both
play for Bishopstown club. Not surprisingly, Liam
Honohan is their favourite player and they are
confident that the Rebels will march on to the
All-Ireland final today. Thomas thinks the Cork
backs will swing it while Patrick feels the
Southern champions all-round strength will be
decisive. They think a Cork football/hurling dou-
ble is a distinct possibility and feel Brian
Corcoran will have a big influence on the Hurling
final. Their teacher, Leo Lowney, will be proud of

them
today
while
Thomas
will be
cheered
on by his
brother
Brian and
sister
Niamh.
Patrick
will have the support of this three sisters
Joanne, Denise and Elaine as he makes his Croke
Park debut.

Double Take

Twins Austin and Fergal Lyons
attend St. Mary’s N.S.
Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo and were
in Croke Park last Sunday when ;
Fergal lined out in the Clare 3
colours in the Mini-Sevens and
Austin, who was injured during
the Mini-Sevens Regional
Festival, participated as a lines-
man. They are confident of a
Western victory today with their favourite players Aidan Higgins
and Kevin Cahill having a key influence on the outcome. Teacher
Jim Lunden looked after the skilful St. Mary’s team that won the
Mayo Mini-Sevens and brought them to the Connacht Regional
Festival where Fergal was selected for his big day in Croke Park.
A Mayo success today would be a perfect end to a memorable
year for this talented duo.
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The Blue
Brigade

The Mini-
Sevens “Blue
Brigade” is a
most important
part of the
half-time show
during today’s
Senior match.
Twenty children
carry the distinctive
[.N.T.O./G.A.A. Mini-
Sevens banner on to the
field, act as umpires, lines-
men and runners and gen-
erally provide all the sup-
port necessary for organis-

Deirdre Ni Meachair, Pat Hughes and
Conor O'Riordan played an important
part in last week’s Mini-Sevens.

ers Tim Maher and Neasa Ni
Laoire to provide a platform
for our young footballers to
perform on today.

Moving the Goalposts

Until recently the task of erecting the portable goals
used in the Mini-Sevens was a major feat of engerineer-
ing. The 18 piece structure had to be assembled in less
than 45 seconds to maximise the time available for the
children to play on the Croke Park stage. The teachers
of Cumann na mBunscol, Ath Cliath, had the routine off
to a fine art. Twenty-six seconds was the record as 4
teams of “constructors” vied for the honour of being
the fastest crew. Thankfully, Sean Tobin of Goalpost
Ireland, Tallow, Co. Waterford, generous sponsor of the
goals for Cumann na mBunscol, had greatly improved
the situation with the introduction of his latest 6-piece
ensemble. The entire operation can now be completed

ol

in a much shorter time span, giving more playing time to
the children and an easier life to stressed-out teachers.”




7 On November Ist 1884 seven men made a promise,
to make Irish sport and culture live again. The GAA delivered that promise
' and has been enriching Irish lives ever since.
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