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The Greals

[t 18 a featuie of most generations that their
laroes are tomembored with affection,

[he passape of time can often mix man and
mylh, Toats, already great, become embellished,
fuputations, already untarnished, become even
plossier.

In the history of gaelic football few have matched
the achievements of Kerry's Mick O'Connell. At his
best, and that was nearly every time he laced his
boots, this man from Valentia Island was majestic.

His kicking, with either foot, was wonderfully
accurate. He could place a ball in a forward's
hand from 40-50 yards. Off the ground, his
kicking was technically perfect. And,
of course, high catching
was his hallmark.

Quite simply, his fielding
of the high ball appronched

art form, He tmed his Bﬂn'( Or Ir()lﬂn(l ol

Foothadl Charmgrdonshiy

Nw N A
r'+4‘ ““h—'!m‘ “ﬂn.

LN
¥

L

take-off like an Olympic high jJumper thus reaching
the apex at the precisely correct moment. Man
and ball uniting high above the ground and all
opposition. He attained a perfection in his play
that is etched forever in the hearts of all who saw
him.

His spirit and competitiveness epitomise Bank
of Ireland’s ambitions with their own team. With
8000 Bank of Ireland staff in all, cach one is

dedicated to provide an up-lo-date

banking sorvice Lo all our
customaery

I Just one reason

why ‘.|an"UIng the

[tank ol Ireland

I oot bal/l

Chmplonship was the

most natural move in the

All-lreland Vocational Schools’ Football
Final

1.45
Ciarrai v. Din na nGall

Réiteoir: Pat 0’Toole (Longfort)

Church & General
National Leagues

Church & General

National Foothall League
Final

3.30
Doire v. Diun na nGall

Réiteoir: Michael Curley (Gaillimh)
Linesmen: Seamus McCormack (An Mhi) and Adrian Walsh (Baile Atha Cliath)

® Foilsithe ag DBA Publications Limited,
56 Carysfort Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
Telephone 01 288 7247 Facsimile 01 288 3583
ar son Chumann Luthchleas Gael.

Clo: Primeprint




|
= = MEDICAL / LOST CHILDREN
Amhran na bhFiann ;
MEDICAL:
Sinne Fianna Fail, Upper Hogan: Madical Centre rear of
Press Area.

Ata faoi gheall ag Eirinn,

Buion dar slua

Thar toinn do rainig chugainn

Faoi mhoid bheith saor,

Sean-tir ar sinsear feasta

Ni fhagfar faoin tioran na faoin traill.
Anocht a théam sa bhearna baoil

Le gean ar Ghaeil chun bais né saoil

Le gunna scréach faoi lamhach na bpiléar,
Seo libh canaig amhran na bhFiann.

Lower Hogan: Treatment and Cardiac
Ambulance rear of Section G/L.

New Stand Lower: Medical Centre rear
of Section 301.

Treatment and Cardiac Ambulance rear
of Stand.

Medical Personnel on duty on Premium
and Box Level.

Hill 16: Treatment Ambulance beside
Treatment Centre rear of Terrace.

The Site Medical Officer will be
situated on the pitch in front of the
Nally Stand.

All Treatment Centres are staffed by St.

John's Ambulance Brigade members.

LOST CHILDREN:
Lost Children can be collected at the
above Medical Centres.

Na Réitoiri

Michael Curley (Gaillimh)

Michael refereed last yoar's Alllreland minor final between
Wostmeath and Darry, Ho has been rofereeing for over nine years

Qurly was the man In the middie at the Bank of Ireland Leinster
sonlor ohamplonship game betwoon Meath and Longford at
Longtond last yoar, His assignments in the current League
neluded the Derry Kildare tie at Celtic Park in early February.

A native of Gounty Galway, Curley assisted Creggs in under-age
fusthiall sl represented Roscommon in the minor grade as the
wliuls was affilisted to the county for G.A.A. purposes.

Pat 0'Toole (An Longfort)

Put tnkos control of his second successive All-lreland Vocational
sohools' final. Now one of the most experienced referees in the
gnme, he has taken charge of many top-class matches including
the 1994 interprovincial final between Ulster and Munster and the
Meath-Offaly Leinster senior championship tie at Navan in May.
0'Toole, from the Forgney club, has been active in the current
Church & General National League. His programme included the
Cavan-Down Division Il match at Breffni Park in early February.

and took aharge of his second succossive Connacht final in 1994, ;

THE ALL-IRELAND
CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS.

Sixmilebridge,
AIB All-Ireland Hurling
Club Champions 1996.

THOUSANDS OF
DEDICATED PEOPLE.

A NETWORK
STRETCHING ALL §
OVER THE COUNTRY. |

Laune Rangers,
AIB All-Ireland Football
Clib Champions 1996,

OF COMMITMEN'T.

AND A SPONSOR TO MATCH.
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You could besitting
here till the year 2,000.

Just imagine it. Your very own ~T'he scats are lo\cated in th\c middle Special loan facilities have been
specially designated, reserved scat in ticr, directly l)cl()\\-'_hxeflltn-"e Suite nranged with AIB and Bank of
the spectacular new Cusack Stand at level, in the exclusive Cusack Club area. = | i for purchase of these seats C Tl s )
Croke Park. livery scat offers generous leg room & || equired. RLUKE PARK
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of the All-Ireland Finals. facilitics. Including spacious lounge (viich as concerts by entertainers like NAME
You can reserve a sinl[_a;lc seat as a dareas, central b'{ll’S, WO restaurants, and Al Diamond or Tina Turncr). I -
valuable investment for yoursclf. a less formal snack bar. Obviously seating availabilicy is ADDRESS
Or a number of seats together to lsach reserved seat costs £2,000 forl@ | ii¢d. : d
share with friends - or use for enter- five years. Or for £5,000 you can reserv So i vou want to sit yourself | T }h'l::\ﬁum o
[Lliﬂiﬂ{.{ business clients. a scat for ten years. down for the next five YCArs, act now, Croke l'nrh‘I)v\'c-lnpnu'll‘i, (‘l'nlu'll'nl‘h. Dublin 3. J
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Third time Iucky for Donegal
— or a double for Derry?

ill it prove a case of

third time lucky for

Donegal in the Church
and General National Football
League final? Or will Derry
hecome the first county since
Korry's run of four titles in
succossion (1971:74) to retain
the crown?

Those are some of the
Intriguing questions as Donegal
and Darry maoslt for the second
atcoanalve year in a Loague
st e flist lime this
fian happoned sinee Kerry hiad
sucoasslve wine aver Mayo In
1071 and 10732,

Daneidal had to walt until as
revantly as 1003 for tholr
National League final debut.
Thay went into that game as
All-iraland senlor champions
and played a draw with Dublin.
The Dubs won the replay.

Their only other final outing
was last year when they lost to
their Ulster neighbours. In their

Setting in at corner-forward —
Donegal’s Brian Roper.

three games for the title
Donegal failed to score a goal.

Should Donegal make it third
time lucky a new name will go
on the League Roll of Honour
for the first time since
Monaghan won their only title
oloven years ago.

Of the Donegal players who
{inad out in the semidinal, Gary
Walsh, 1.J, Doherty, Matt
Gallagher, Rarry MoGowan,
Martin Shoviin, Brian Murray,
Nowl Hegarty, Tony Boyle and
Manis Boyle all appeared in
the 1003 final and roplay and
last yoor's docider,

ULSTER'S FIRST

Derry won their first League
title in 1947 to become the

first county to bring the title to
Ulster. Their next success was
in 1992 when a goal by Anthony
Tohill from a “45” (the ball was
deflected to the net by a
defender) set them up for their
win over Tyrone. That goal

three minutes from the end tied
the scores and an Anthony
Tohill point gave Derry the lead.
They eventually finished with
two points to spare.

The Oak Leaf made it title
number three in a goalless
summit with their Ulster
neighbours last May.

Kieran McKeever, Tony
Scullion, Henry Downey, Fergal
McCusker, Anthony Tohill, Brian
McGilligan, Joe Brolly and Enda
Gormley, of the side that beat
Mayo last time out, lined out in
both finals of the nineties.

Seamus Downey, full forward
in the recent semi-final, went in
as a substitute in 1992 and was

in action in last year's decider.

John McGurk, who also went
in as a substitute against

8

Mayo, played against Donegal a
year ago and won his first
League medal after making an
entry from the substitutes
bench against Tyrone.

Fergal McCusker won his
first League medal at full
forward.

It is 48 years since the
League title was brought North
two years in succession.
Derry's initial win of 1947 was
followed a year later by
Cavan's entry into the Roll of
Honour. The Breffni County has
not since won the League.

The highest individual score
by a Donegal player in a League
final is 0-4 by Manus Boyle in
the 1993 replay with Dublin.
Tops for Derry is 1-5 by Tohill
against Tyrone.

If Donegal come out on top
they will become the fifth
Ulster county to win the title
and that would put the North
ahead of the field as far as
successes by different counties
are concerned.

Dublin, Meath, Laois and
Longford keep Leinster in line
with Ulster at present.

Fergal McCusker (Doire).

Colimbalimt ma gCombarsan Ultacha: Go Maire Siad

Is bliain choimhlint na gcomharsan i 1996 de
r¢ir costlachta agus, lasmuigh den gcluiche
airithe seo inniu ta Doire agus Din na nGall,
comharsana, i gcoimhlint lena chéile go ri-
mhinic.

Ach anuas ar gach rud is athimirt
chraobhchluiche na Léige 1995 an cluiche seo
inniu nuair a bhi an da chontae iomraiteacha seo
mar chéili imeartha ar an 6cdid sin freisin. Bhi an
14 le fir chontae na Duilleoige Darach an taca sin
agus n'fheadar an mbeidh an toradh céanna ann
inniu.

Idir dhd linn (n6 idir dha Leig!) bhuail na
Conallaigh le fir chalma Dhoire i
gcracbhchomortas Uladh agus thugadar bata agus
bothar déibh; bhitheas ann a cheap go raibh Tir
Chonaill ar a mbealach chun craobh Ule-Fireann
a bhaint tar €is an bhua sin.

Nil mérdn athruithe ar an di fhoireann in
imeacht na bliana ach ta ceann tabhachtach
amhain le sonr@ — ni raibh Seosamh O Broiligh
in ann, de dheasca gortaithe, imirt sa
chraobhchluiche thuasluaite ach on uair a thainig
s¢ ‘ar ais’ ta s¢ nios ¢ifeachtai nd mar a bhi s¢
ariamh. T4 Antéin O Tuathail ag barr maitheasa i
lir na péirce agus a chomradai Brian O Giollagdin
tar éis léas nua ar an oige a ghlacadh!

Chruthaigh tacaigh Thir Chonaill ar fheabhas
in aghaidh Chorcai; ta Sean O Cuinneagdin ar ais
ar a shean-léim agus ta an leathline, Mairtin O
Sheibhledin, Barra Mac Gabhann agus Marc
MacCrosain ar cheann chomh héifeachtach is atd
sa tir, Bheadh sé finach ag duine geall a chur go
mbeidh an lamh in uachtar go huile is go
hiomldn ag Doire i lar an ghoirt, Ta Brian O Muiri
agus Seamus Mac Ruain in ann is in inmhe an dis
is fearr a cheannst sa réimse sin den phéire; ni ga
ach ceist a chur ar mhuintir Chorcai.

Ag deireadh baire tagann sé go dti cnamh na
huilne — an bhtuil tacaigh Dhoire cumasach go
lcor, mar aonad, chun tosaigh Thir Chonaill a
smachta? Is féidir a rd nach raibh na Conallaigh,
mar aonad, maith go leor chun tacaigh Chorcai a
cheannsa. Ach ni mor chuimhneamh go bhfuil
lacaigh Choreai (curaidh na Mumhan) ard-
cileachtach agus rinne tosaigh Dhiin na nGall

ard-obair le bheith ar chomhscér lena geéili
imeartha — go dti gur annsigh Sedn Ban O
Gallchoir ctilin gleoite 6 adar fada amach a thug
an bua do na Tuaisceartaigh.

Is ga comparaid a dhéanambh idir an da
chluiche leathcheannais. Bhi céili imeartha
Dhoire, Maigh Fo, i ndroch-chaoi maidir le
himreori gortaithe agus anuas ar sin is atogdil atd
ar sitl acu. 1 geds Dhin na nGall bhi foireann
Chorcai, curaidh na Mumhan agus den chuid is
mo socraithe sios le tamall anuas, ar bis chun an
1¢ig a bhuachan. Mar sin ceaptar go raibh aistir
nios déine ag na Conallaigh agus gur acu siad a
bheidh an 4. Chomh maith nil aon chraobh
[.¢ige acu go dti sco rud ba mhian leo a fhail agus .
cén bealach is fearr chuige nd dioltas a bhaint as
an geaillinint anuraidh!

Ach is 1¢ir on chaoi a d’oibrigh rudai amach sa
chomortas Leige Church & General 1995/96 nach
bhfuil peileadairi Uladh imithe faoi thalamh. Go
maire siad.

GUNDRYS
SPORTS NETS

REGISTERED OWNER OF A-SPORT LTD.

Ireland’s Largest Manufacturer
of Football and Hurling Nets

All Ball Stop Nets Made to
Exact Customers Specifications

Official Distributor of
Patrick Footwear

Good Luach #s Donegal

Roshine Road, Killybegs
Co. Donegal
Tel: 073 31100/ 31966
Fax: 073 31486
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Dian na nGall

Ulster:

Donegal 3-10; Fermanagh 1-6
Donegal 1-16; Cavan 0-4.
All-lreland Semi-Final:

Donegal 1-15; Wicklow — 0-9.

Facts about Donegal V.S.

« Donegal are appearing in their
third final in a row.

« They were defeated by Cork in
1994 but won the 1995 final
where they defeated Leitrim.

« Donegal is bidding for a fourth
success at this level — they won
in 1984, 1985 and 1995,

« David Green, Famonn Reddin,
[tory Sweeney, Gerard Canon,
[y Monaghan, Ciaran Brown,
Yodh Brennan and substitute
David Carroll played in last
yeur's Hnal,

Fuols about Kerry V.S,

s e 1990 All-reland Club
Chiiptony, Laune Rangers, fieadd
sl of players who had won
VI rehend VS, Biononrs in their
Hotponids Michael Hassett (« lf]l!rfj.‘!l

S 10 THE FINAL

‘the county senior
League summit.
yols’ and National
Galway completed the
uble in the same year.

ast February with a

Ciarrai

Munster Final:

Kerry  1-16; Cork 1-9
All-Ireland Semi-Final:

Kerry  1-14; Leitrim 2-9.

and Liam Hassett (Junior-U16 —
1990); James O’Shea (Senior —
1986) and goalkeeper Peter Lyons
(Senior — 1977 and 1978).

o Kerry V.S, has a total of nine All-
Treland titles to its credit — 1960,
1973, 1977, 1978, 1986, 1987,
1990, 1992, 1993.

o Prominent players who have won
All-Ireland V.S, medals with Kerry
inchide Tommy Daoyle ('73),
Ambrose O'Donovan (77/78),
Anthony Gleeson (86/'87), Pa
Dennehy (‘87), Declan O'Keeffe
and Joln Cronin (‘90), John
Crowley ('92/93), John Buickiey
(*92/'93), Charlie McCarthy ('93),
Brian clarke ('92), Denis Dwyer
(“93).

o Kerry trainer, Billy Curtin, won
an All-Ireiand S.E.C. club medal in
1977 with Austin Stacks of Tralee.

10

0 0-7 to capture the

An Elusive Double

r the second year in succession

Donegal are bidding for the league
and vocational titles. Twelve months
ago they experienced mixed fortunes
in pursuit of this particular double - a
double that has proved a most
elusive prize in recent years. Itis 19
years since hoth titles rested in the
one county which was Kerry in 1977
when the “Kingdom’s” seniors and
students overcame Dublin and

Kildare respectively. That was Kerry's

second time to record the feat, they
having also ‘doubled up’ four years
previously at the expense of Offaly
(league) and Mayo (vocational). The
only other instance of this double

was when Galway were successful on

poth counts in 1965 - though three
thousand miles separated the
‘constituent parts’, the league title
being won in New York.

There were failed attempts at the
double by Mayo in 1971 when the
school’s title was won and the
league lost; by Mayo again in 1978
when defeat was their lot in both
finals, and by Kerry in ‘82 and ‘87
when the spoils were divided.
Donegal’s’ unsuccessful bid in last
year's finals marked the seventh
venture in this particular quest, with
the disappointment of the league
decider being offset by the county’s

third vocational schools’ title. Today, |

Donegal make a piece of foothall

history as the first county to contest |

for both crowns in successive
seasons. Last year, of course, they
also were history-makers as the first
Ulster county to feature in hoth
finals on the same day.

Roll of Honour

8: Kerry: 1973, 1977, 1978,
1986, 1987, 1990,
1992, 1993,

5: Tyrone: 1967, 1969, 1970,
1988, 1989.

3. Donegal: 1984, 1985, 1995.
Derry: 1979, 1980, 1981.
Galway: 1964, 1965, 1976.
Mayo: 1971, 1975, 1982.

2: Dublin City: 1962, 1963.
Wicklow: 1974, 1983.

Cork: 1991, 1994.

1: Fermanagh: 1966.
Antrim: 1968.
Carlow: 1972.
Cork City: 1961,

S IGHE § CAR

Bal-:k row (l-r): John Sugrue, Fa Murpny, Jonn Heriny, ReNNeIn UV LTy, Julll Jus
Quirke, Trevor McKenna, Enda Galvin, Sean Gleeson. Front row (kr): Keith Moran,
Niall Corbett, Michael Cahill, Liam Murphy (captain), Liam Boyle, Kristian

0'Donovan, Jonathan Sparling.

. Clashes in the past

12th April, 1986
All-Ireland Semi-Final

Horry 2-8; Donegal 3-3
[onegal, All-Ireland champions of
1984 and 1985, met Kerry at the
[ublin V.E.C. Grounds in Terenure.
Donegal led 1-2 to 0-2 at half-time
and by 3-2 to 0-2 five minutes into
the second half, Kerry staged as great
i comeback as any Kerry Senior team
cver and after 54 minutes trailed 3-2
(029 and then went on to win by 2-
10 3=3.

20th April, 1987
All-lroland Final

Horry 2-13; Donegal 3-9
Danny ‘Rua’ Gallagher goal helped
v Donegal a 1-4 to 0-0 start after

I minules at Croke Park, An

level with the final whistle

beckoning. Dennehy was fouled on
the 10 metre line. A pointed free and

champions Kerry prevailed.

Saturday, 22nd April, 1995
Allreland Semi-Final

Donegal 5-7; Kerry 2-11.

A 4-4 blitz by Donegal full forward
Brian McLoughlin was the difference

between the teams in this game
played at Ballyhaunis., Despite a

gallant Kerry second half comeback,

Donegal prevailed. They are the

current all-Ireland champions having
defeated Leitrim in last year's final.

11

inspired display by Anthony Gleeson
at midfield and a goal by Pa Dennehy
before half-time enabled Kerry to trail
by only 2-6 to 2-4 at the interval. In a
second half thriller the sides were

Distinction

e Vocational Schools’
Championship is such a
‘young’ competition that

there has been little scope for
any county to establish telling
statistics in respect of
exceptional achievement. And
though Derry were relative
latecomers to the “voc” scene,
they quickly left an imprint on
the competition by winning
three titles in succession - a
feat previously unrecorded, or
indeed, since. These wins in
1979, ‘80 and ‘81 were the only
finals in which the Oak Leaf
county was involved which
leaves them with a100% record
of success - a distinction,
incidentally, which they share
with Fermanagh who won the
only final they contested -
against Kerry in 1966.




Fir Icnaid

(16) Tim Cronin

7. 0 Croinin

(Rathmore C.5./Rathmore)
(17) Tom O'Sullivan

T. 0 Sullleabhdin

(Rathmare C.5./Rathmore)
(18) Joe Cronin

5. 0 Créinin

(Tralee C.C./Kerins O'Rahilly’s)
(19) Brian Hickey

B. 0 htci

(Scoil Ui Chonaill/Skellig-Renard)
(20) Roger Harty

R. O hArtaigh

(Waterville V.5./St, Michael’s -

Filemore}
(21) Paul Galvin

P. 0 Gealbhdin

(Causeway C.S./Finuge)
(22) Shane Wickham

. Wickham

(Killarney C.C. Spa}
Sub Goalie:

Tom Mitchell

T. Misteil

(Castleistand C.C./Currow)

Roghndiri:

Willy Curtin (Tralee C.C.),
Willke Dowling

(Causeway Comprehensive),
Jariy Riney (Kenmare V.S,).

CIARRAI

ladh Leath
Jadh Leath

IOMLAN

KRISTIAN O'DONOVAN

Ciarrai ¢ ¢

Dathanna; Gorm is Ban

1

KENNETH O'KEEFFE

C. 0 Caoimh
(Rathmore C.S./Rathmore)

2 3
TREVOR McKENNA

C. 0 Donnabhdin T. Mac Cionaoith

(Gael Chélaiste Chiarral/Austin Stacks) (Cavseway Comp./Finuge)

5 6
ENDA GALVIN JOHN IOF QUIRKE
E. O Gealbhdin S. 5. 0 Coirc
(Causeway Comp./Finuge) (Kiltorglin C.C./Glenbeigh)

8
JOHN SUGRUE
S. 0 Siochri
(Waterville V.5./Skellig-Renard)

10 11

KEITH MORAN LIAM MURPHY
€. 0 Mordin L. 6 Murchii (Capt.)
(Waterville V.5./Waterville) (Rathmore C.5./Gneeveguilla)

13 14
JONATHAN SPARLING SEAN GLEESON
S. Sparling §. 0 Gliasdin
(Killarney C.C./Dr. Crokes) (Kenmare V.S./Kilgarvan)

4
NIALL CORBETT
N. 0 Coirbin
(Killorglin C.C./Firies)

7
PA MURPHY
P. 0 Murchi
(Killorglin C.C./Glenbeigh)

9
JOHN HERLIHY
S. 0 hlarlatha
(Tralee C.C./Annascaul)

12
BILLY O'SHEA
1. 05é
(Kitorglin C.C./Keel)

15
MICHAEL CAHILL
M. 0 Cathail
(Rathmore C.S./Rathmoare)

Dun na nGallz-

Dathanna: Bui is Dubh

1
DAVID GREENE
D. 0 hUaine
(Sacred Heart, Ballyshannon)

2 3
SHANE GRIFFIN EAMONN REDDIN
§. Mac Griofa E. 0 Rodadin
(Abbey Vocational School) (Buncrana Vocational Schoof)

5 6
OWNIE McGARVEY RORY SWEENEY
0. Mac Gairbheith R. Mac Suibhne
(Gweedore Community School) {Abbey Vacational Schoof)

8
BARRY MONAGHAN
B. 0 Manachdin
(Abbey Vacational School)

10 1

JOHN McALOONE CIARAN BROWN

5. Mac Giolla Eoin C. Mac an Bhreithitin
Glenties Comprehensive School) — (Carmdonagh Community Schoal)

13 14
PETER McHUGH AODH BRENNAN
P. Mac Aodha A. 0 Braondin
(Ulenties Comprehensive School) — (Glenties Comprehensive School)

DUNNANGALL  can

lmlh l.eath_

Ciilini -

lmih Lenth

4

DONAL MARTIN
D. 0 Mairtin (Capt.)
(Abbey Vocational School)

7
GERARD CANNON
G. Mac Ceannanndin
(Carrick Vocational Schaol)

9

BARRY BROWN
B. Mac an Bhreithitn
(Carndonagh Community School)

12

MICHAEL HEGARTY

M. O hEigeartaigh
(Carrick Vocational School)

15
JOEL CARR
. Muc Giolla Ceara
{Abbey Vocational School)

Seachai

Fir lonaid

(16) Conal McFadden

C. Mac Phdidin

(Milford Vocational Sch
(17) Paul McGroarty

P. Mac Ruartaigh

(Glenties Comp. School
(18) Declan Gallagher

D. 0 Gallchdir

(Carrick Vocational Sch
(19) Shaun McHugh

S. Mac Aodha

(Milford Vocational Sch
(20) David Carroll

D. 0 Ceaniill

(Ballinamore Voc, Schoc
(21) Bernard Mullins

B. 0 Maoldin

(Carndonagh Comm. S¢
(22) Benny Quinn

B. O Coinne

(Abbey Vocational Scho
(23) Charles McNulty

C. Mac an Ultaigh

(Abbey Vocational Scho
(24) John Paul Gallagher

S, P. 0 Callchoir

(Falcarragh Comm. Sch

Roghnoiri:

John Joe O'Shea (Killybegs V.5.)
Manager,

Cathal Campbell {Killybegs V.S.
Trainer,

Barry Campbell (Carrick V.5.),
Danny O'Brien (Buncrana V.5.).

Saor Ciceanna

IOMLAN

45m :




Back row (l-r): Peter McHugh, Donal Martin, Aodh Brennan, Paul McGroarty,
pavid Greene, Shane Griffin, Eamon Reddin, Barry Monaghan.

Front row (kr): Benny Quinn, Joel Carr, Rory Sweeney (captain), Ownie McGarvey,
Shaun McHugh, Michael Hegarty, Gerard Cannon. [Pic. Conor McGonagle]

Caighdean Ard Peile Sna The Forgotten First
Comortais Ghair mscoileanna T reon of Vocational Schools’ finals which has

been accepted as complete dates from 1961 when
Cork City beat Offaly in the final at Templemore. The

Is I mér i saol pheileadéra ar bith a bheith ag imirt i bPairc an Chrocaigh. record, however, is incomplete as it fails o me Htion
T L]

16 1d ar leith & nuair is ar son do chontae ata ti san iomaioch‘t. the 1960 final hetweon Kerry and Carlow which
Mar sin, beidh gliondar mor ar na buachailli 6 Chiarrai agus 0 Dhiin na actually launched the competition - or, at least, the
‘ nGall inniu go hairithe nuair a bheidh slua mor i Jathair. Ta buntaiste ag na  FTHI0RIT OIS |
Gonallaigh mar go mbeidh na sinsir éna geontae san jomaiocht i Coverage of Vocational Schools® foathall or hurling
‘ geraohhcluiche na Léige Church & General agus leath den slua, ar a games was scanty in the early years, but the Carlow-
| Jngghad, le tacaiocht a leiri déibh, Ki*{!' final ':l'tﬂ r:::ii‘t"’ : ':!'_ ‘:lﬂ s;:":ﬂ'd:;;f;‘;ﬂ time -
; . . a fair amount of editorial interest. According to
| Illhuhlll nin 00:1:: IalghI an .chriaot:? anu.raldh :ﬁ:s har |aer:!l tr::::;ac:a;::lmgh reports the event at Nenagh Atiracted 2 bl crowd
slad célli imeartha an lae inniu, Clarral, 52 CUUIGIE G20 Sy which included Central Council members, Michael
T4 foime Chiarrai faoi lathair, ag gach Iel!:heal, ag déanamh thar cionn. O'Rourke (Korry) Paddy Leahy (Tipperary) and Frank
{4 crnobh na gClub sinsir hainte acu agus ciipla seachtain & shoin bhain Shoehy Chairman of the Kerry County Board, all three
buachallli on Scoil Idirmheanach, Cill Orglain, craobh na gColaisti den of whom expressed delight at the standard of play.
oivéad ualr. Tabharfaidh an da bhua sin misneach agus ardi meanman As to the game itself, Kerry were the early
iI'6lgge na nGairmscoileanna, pacemakers, led by 1-4 to 1-2 at the interval and were
T4 bulochas mor tuillte ag miinteoiri na tire, idir bhunscolaiocht,

eight points ahead at the end of the third quarter.
mhehnscolaiocht, ghairmscolaiocht agus trii leibhéal, as an gcaoi a

However, a closing rally which featured some
ullihaitenr na folme do na comortais égsiila agus go geoinnitear spéls an excellent exchanges, saw Carlow narrow the gap, bul
ais llini s olulehi nalsiinta, Go maire siad.

Kerry held on to win by 1-10 to 2-4. i
Maldir 1o toradh an chiuiche seo inniu ceaptar go mbeidh mian nios

Why this final is not included in the official record
Vitilre | inbsohallli na Riochta agus go mbeidh an la leo. Ach beidh

which appears to date from the early seventies, is nol
clear, but since it did take place - and obviously with

silinliie o deo ag an da foireann ar an la iontach sa staid naisitinta,

Fakie s Ohdoaligh

ufficial approval - there can hardly be any reason why
it has been omitted, other than by an oversight.

ohy
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KARL DIAMOND
is on the Half Back Line

;.v’lstiting Dermry, you'll find something special. A way of life that's enthusiastic and vibrant. A people prepared 1o meel the
uture. .

And whether you walk gently through history of look for the hurly-burly of a modern city, you'll find it all in Derry.

i ¢ n s
You'll Hnd.sho.ps, r.esmuranrs, entertainment, leisure facilities and an airport of international standards with alr services
to 15 destinations including London, Clasgow, and Manchester,

You'll find an easy blend of new and old, a city at ease with a long yesterday and a bright new tomorrow,

Derry has got something special...and it's time the rest of the world knew about it

There's great potential here....potential for tourism, investment, development and Jobs. And we're golng out there to
spread good news about our city.

So if you're looking for something special, look for it in Derry. Derry Clity Councll, City Marketing Department
G Strand Road, Derry, N, Ireland, BT48 7NN, '
Tel: 01504 - 365151,




Captain Henry Downey

] l"l,vl N B IS

Jonathan Kelly (Magherafelt). 22-years-old.
6'2”. 12st.10Ibs. Student.

Kieran McKeever (Dungiven). 28-years-old.
5'7”. 12st. Joiner.

Gary Coleman (Magherafelt). 23-years-oid.
5'9”. 11st.7lbs. Postman.

Tony Scullion (Ballinascreen). 34-years-old.
5’11", 12st.7Ibs. County Coaching Officer

Karl Diamond (Bellaghy). 23-years-old. 5’9”.
12st. Student.

Henry Downey (Lavey). 29-years-old. 5'9".
12st.3Ibs. Teacher.

Fergal McCusker (Glen). 26-years-old. 5'11".
12st.71bs. Bank Official.

Anthony Tohill (Swatragh). 24-years-old. 6'4".
15st. Student.

Brian McGilligan (Dungiven). 32-years-old.
6’3”. 14st.71bs. Site Manager.

Sean Martin Lockhart (Banagher).
19-years-old. 6'0”. 12st. Student.

Joe Brolly (Dungiven). 26-years-old. 5'107".
12st.2Ibs. Barrister.

Seamus Downey (Lavey). 28-years-old. 6’1".
13st.111bs. Teacher.

Enda Gormley (Glen). 30-years-old. 5°'10".
12st.111lbs. Finance Company Rep.

Damien McCusker (Glen). 29-years-old. 6’1"
14st. Civil Servant.

The Derry team whick defeated Mayo in the semi-fin

Eamonn Burns (Ballinascreen). 24-years-old.
6'1”. 13st.4ibs. Student.

Back row (I-r): Dermot MeNicholl, David O'Neill, Anthony Tohill, Jonathan H
Tony. Scullion, Séamus Downey, Joe Brolly, Brian McGilligan.

Dermot Dougan (Newbridge). 23-years-old.
5'11", 12st.2ibs. Student.

Front row (l-r): Enda Germley, Gary McGill, Kar! Diamond, Henry Downey a
Kieran McKeever, Fergal McCusker, Damfen Cassidy. :

John McGurk (Lavey). 29-years-old. 5'7".
11st. Accountant.

| Stephen MclLarnon (Castledawson).
22-years-old. 5'8". 11st.71bs. Student.

The Lavey club man will  their only Sam Maguire  of the best half backs |

complete a rare trebfe if Cup success nearly = the game. Danny Quinn (Bellaghy). 29-years-old. 5'11".
he leads Derry to a suc-  three years ago. A former St. 14st. Teacher.

cessful defence of the It was as a hurler Patrick's, Maghera, Gary McGill (Glen). 27-years-old, 5'10",
Church & General that Downey first made  Colleges’ player, Dowl 12st.8lbs. Plumber.

National Football League pis name with Derry. He  won an Alldreland club
title. He captained the  jpined the county senior medal in 1991 and Wi

Colin McEldowney (Slaughtneil).
22-years-old. 5'6”. 11st.

county to the 199192 football team on a regu-  centre half back in th
League crown and led  jar pasis in 1991 and 1993 Bank of Ireland §
the Qak Leal county to pas developed into one  All-Stars team.

Declan Bateson (Ballinderry). 24-years-oid.
5’9", 11st.7lbs. Chemist.
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LEINSTER CHAMPIONS 1992, 1993 and 1993

DOES YOUR CLUB

NEED £1 1,000
OR MORE_?

ARE YOU UNDERTAKING DEVELOPMENT OF YOUR FACILITIES
BUT UNSURE OF HOW TO RAISE THE NECESSARY FUNDS?

If so, Tire Og arc organising a unique fundraising
scheme which may solve vour problems.
The scheme is tailor made for clubs and voluntary groups

and has operated very successfully for the past five years.

MINIMUM EFFORT REQUIRED
NO RISK
£11,000 GUARANTEED

Interested?

0503-40040
0503-46352

Contact: Turlough O’Brien

Gene Kelly
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needed for success

erry will have plenty of
cause for celebration if -
they set the seal on a

splendid comeback by
achieving the county’s first-
cver successful defence of the
National Football League title.

I'he champicnship scene
rirely looked brighter for the
Ok Leaf county than after
[heir win over Donegal in last
year's League final for a third
national crown in three years.
I'hey won the 1991-92 League
and, of course, captured the
S Maguire Cup for the first
lime in 1993,

Ihut following a good first
round win over Armagh in the
North, Derry were beaten in

e Ulster semi-final by Tyrane:

and that set back was f

Ty Llld not augu
il League campaign, but
10 are the champion

only back again in the summlt i

[l i the role of tavourites in-
(e view of many keen

students of the game.

After their poor start they
won their remaining garmes in
division I, except a sixth round
tie at Ballybofey, where they:
played a draw with Donegal.

Derry received sontething of
a fright in their quarter- final
against Lavan at Clones i in late
March. lhey led at one stage
in the second half by four
points, but in the end had to (
rely on an injury-time point by
Brian McGilligan for a hard-
earned 0-12 to 0-11 win.,

GOOD START

It is often said that a “good
start is half the battle” and
that certainly proved the case
for the League champions in

th's Semi«ﬁnal with

again ope
‘n the second half, ic half

“full game

when the ball slipped from the
hands of a Mayo defender and
Joe Brolly was on hand to
collect. He went off on a solo
run before sending the ball
right footed to the net for the
only goal of the game.

The League champions were
firmby on the road to victory
1t Mayo battled
bravely following the set-back
but in the end were well
beaten by 1-12 to 0-7.

» Tohill, in his first

e last year's
Ulster-semi-final, was in top
form at midfield for Dy
Brolly proved the inspiration

- of the attack and finished as

the team’s top scorer with 1-2.

Kieran McKeever and last
year's final captain Tony
Scullion were other giants for
Derry. However, the team gave
a good performance overall
and one that must encourage
optimism about their prospects
of writing another chapter of
history in this decade.

The fact, too, that they have
a very experienced team, with

“players who know what is

required for success at this
level, is-another vital-plus for
the holders.

GOOD LUCK TO DONEGAL )

Fergus Dunleavy & Co., Solicitors
69, Merrion Square, Dublin 2. Phone: (01) 661 4243

We provide a full range of legal services and we specialise in:-
Medical Negligence - Did you receive adequate treatment?
Defamation - Did someone harm your good name?

Banks & Insurance Companies - Have they left you high and dry?

City Solicitors who remain open late Mon. & Tues. till 7.30_/
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TYLE, COMFORT AND QUALITY.

YOU ONLY HAVE TO USE ONE-WORD.

e

D

BROLLY SETS PACE FOR
DERRY

Joe Brolly sets the pace for Derry in
finding the target in matches in the series
so far. He scored in all his eight outings in
the League. The Dungiven man missed the
concluding game of 1995 against Laois at
Ballinascreen,

Brolly scored 1-2 against Clare at Ennis
as Derry got back on the winning trail in
November, 0-5 against Meath at Celtic
Park in February and 1-2 against Mayo. He
has recorded 2-20 (26 points) so far.

No member of the Derry or Donegal
sides has scored more than one goal in the
League so far,

Back to individual returns by Derry
footballers and Rory Boylan leads the way

in this regard with 1-4 against Laois at
Ballinsacreen at the end of November.

in the semi-final.

Joe Brolly (Doire) tries to get past Dermot Flanagan (Maigh Ec

Scoring Trailblazers

SCORING DISTINCTION
FOR BOYLE?

Tony Boyle, who has been such
an influential figure in
Donegal's march to their second
successive Church and General
National Football League final, is
in line today to become the only
player to score in every single
round of the competition, from
ihe opening series to the final.

In his nine outings so far in the
lLeague he scored 2-32 (38 points)
at an average of 4.22 points a
iame. Boyle had his best match

score so far at 1-5 in the win over
Kildare at Ballyshannon in late
February that earned Donegal the
Division | title on scoring
averages. The goal was from a
penalty.

That return against the All-
Whites is also the best by a
Donegal footballer in the current
series.

On his last appearance at
headquarters Boyle hit 0-7 for
what ranks as the second highest
return by a Donegal footballer.

Brian Roper celebrated his first

‘senior game at Croke Park by

finding the net against Wicklow in
a quarter-final at the end of
March. Declan Bonner got
Donegal's second goal, their last
of the current league so far.

Donegal have still to collect a
goal in a national senior final. The
heat Dublin by 0-18 to 0-14 in that
historic Sam Maguire Cup win of
1992 and did not find the net in
their two games with Dublin in the
1992-93 final and replay and in
last year's decider against Derry.

The did not concede a goal in
any of those League games
either.




'TOP SCORERS

Cork’s Colin Corkery held the top scorers

spot, but Peter Canavan’s 0-11 in the
champienship decider forced the Leesider to
settle for the runners-up position. A similar fate is
unlikely to befall the Corkonian today, for
although his overall lead is just three points, the
gap to one of today’s protagonists, Donegal’s
Tony Boyle, is 13 points.

In joint second place are Dara O Cinnéide of
Kerry, and Cavan’s Ronan Carolan. The Breffni
man is showing steady improvement as he was
fourth two years ago, and third last season. Kevin
O'Brien of Wicklow and Longford’s Dessie Barry
make up the top five.

Surprisingly, only two of last year’s Top 20 are
present again, as Corkery (joint 11th last year) is
currently first, and as already mentioned, the
steadily improving Carolan. However, Derry’s Joe
Brolly (joint 16th two years ago) has returned to
the chart in the exact same position, but the
Dungiven ace i3 likely to improve on that
position this afternoon.

Before last September’s All-Ireland Final,

The Top 21 scorers for this year’s league are:
Colin Corkery (Cork) 1-48 (51 points)

Dara O Cinnéide (Kerry) 3-39 (48)
Ronan Carelan (Cavan) 6-30 (48)
Kevin O'Brien (Wicklow) 3-37 (46)
Dessie Barry (Longford) 4-33 (45)
Colin Kelly (Louth) 1-37 (40)
Declan Smyth (Monaghan) 3-31 (40)
Tony Boyle {(Donegal) 2-31 (37)
John McManus (Antrim) 1-33 (36)
Trevor Giles (Meath) 2-29 (35)
Gerard Cavlan (Tyrone) 2-27 (33)
David Reynolds (Offaly) 1-29 (32)

Niall Buckley (Kildare) 0-29

Luke Dolan (Roscommon) 2-23 (29)
IKeran McManus (Offaly) 3-18 (27)
Joe Brolly (Derry) 2-20 (26)
Niull Finnegan (Galway) 2-20 (26)

lirendan Cummins (Tipperary) 0-26
Gene Bohan (Leitrim) 0-24
faul Taylor (Sligo) 0-24
Noel Dineen (Roscommon) 5-9 (24)

INDIVIDUAL FEATS

Last season the top individual feat for an hour’s

endeavour was 2-5, and so it is this season with the

eleven-point total again good enough for the premier

position. Roscommon’ Nigel Dineen assumes the

mantle held by Pat Gavin of Limerick last year. In

joint second place are Colin Corkery, Declan Smyth

and Kevin O‘Brien, each of whom recorded 1-7. The

rest of the Top 19 all recorded nine-point tofals.
Ronan Carolan, with three appearances, Is most

often on the list, but he is still oie short of Conan

Daye’s four from last season. Corkery and Dara O

Cinnéide are the only other players fo make more

than one showing. Last year’s top-shot Gavin returms

to the list, as does John McManus and Corkery.
Only one performance in the knock-out stages

registers, and O Cinnéide compiled his 0-9 in 90

(extra-time v Cork) rather than 60 minutes. The full

list of the top 19 individual feats for the 1995/96

league are:

Nigel Dineen (Roscommon) 2-5 v Antrim

Round 5 at Roscommon

Colin Corkery (Cork) 1-7 v Armagh

Round 7 at Armagh

Declan Smyth (Monaghan) 1-7 v Galway

Round 5 at Clones

Kevin O'Brien (Wicklow) 1-7 v Tipperary

Round 4 at Thurles

Colin Corkery (Cork) 0-9 v Leitrim

Round 6 at Carrick-on-Shannon

Dara O Cinnéide (Kerry} 0-9 v Cork

Q/F at Pairc Ufi Chaoimh

Maurice Sheridan (Mayo)  0-9 v Roscommon

Round 3 at Ballina

John McManus (Antrim) 0-9 v Wexford

Round 2 at Casement Park

Pat Gavin (Limerick) 0-9 v Longford

Round 1 at Askeaton

Dara O Cinnéide (Kerry) 1-6 v Donegal

Round 4 at Ballyshannon

Gerard Cavlan (Tyrone) 1-6 v Derry

Round 1 at Omagh

Ronan Carolan (Cavan) 1-6 v Leitrim
Round 2 at Carrick-on-Shannon

Ronan Carolan (Cavan) 1-6 v Westmeath
Round 3 at Breffni Park

Ronan Carolan (Cavan) 1-6 v Dublin

Round 6 at Parnell Park

Niall Finnegan (Galway) 1-6 v Sligo Round
2 at Tuam

Luke Dolan (Roscommon) 1-6 v Wexford
Round 4 at Roscommon

Dessie Barry (Longford) 1-6 v Wicklow
Round 2 at Longford

Johnny Nevin (Carlow) 2-3 v Kilkenny
Round 6 at Ballyragget

Trevor Smullen (Longferd) 2-3 v London
Round 8 at Longford

Donegal Bid to Secure Elusive Jackpot

onegal have a wealth of
top-class experience as
well as good form as

they bid to capture a first
Church and General National
Football League title.

Light of the side that beat
Cork with a late, late point
from play by John Ban
Gallagher in the semi-final lasl
month won All-Ireland senior
medals in 1992 and also
appeared in Donegal's League
linals against Dublin (draw
and replay) and Derry. This
know-how should prove a big
asset in this latest bid to wrile
a further chapter of football
history.

Most of the other members
of the side have also
considerable big game
experience and Donegal will
not be unnerved by the big
occasion.

They did not help their
cause in the semi-final by
failing to turn good
opportunities in front of goal
into scores. They had some
bad wides in the second half as
they took the game to Cork,
and should have won more
convincingly than their one
point margin.

However, the North-West
men still showed character in
staging a late rally when it
appeared Cork had ensured a
replay with a Colin Corkery
point from a 45 metres free in
the 60th minute. That score
left the teams level.

But Donegal powered back
from the kickout, Martin
Crossan won possession and
initiated a move that ended
with John Ban Gallagher
rifling over a magniticent
point from over 45 metres to
put the Ulster side back into
the final on a scoreline of 0-10
Lo (-9,

ANXIOUS MOMENTS
Had Donegal made better use
of their opportunities,
especially in the second half,
they would not have had to
endure so many anxious
moments coming up to the
end. Overall, however, they
deserved their victory as they
dominated matters for most of
~ the second half.

Martin Shovlin was having
one of his best games for
Donegal until he had to retire
injured. He did much to

ensure that the defence gave
the Cork forwards little room
to manoeuvre.

John Joe Doherty and Barry
McGowan were others to
impress at the back.

Midfielder Brian Murray,
Tony Bovle, again the team’s
top scorer with seven points,
and comparative newcomer
Brian Roper were others who
played big roles in shaping
Donegal’s third semi-final
success of the nineties.

Donegal have been the most
consistent team in League play
in the present decade, having
reached the knockout stages
cach year since 1990, They
also did well in the divisional
series to bounce back from a
shock Ulster championship
defeat by Monaghan last June
Lo take the Division | title on
scoring averages.

Victory today would set the
seal on their endeavours so far.
They look well equipped to
face up to this latest challenge
in a cool, assured mood and
with genuine hopes of going
one better than in their last
two attempts in finals.

-
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79-81 PATRICK STREET

DROGHEDA
(Adjacent to
Boyne Shopping Centre)
TEL: 041-35556
FAX: 041-35788

Best Wishes to Donegal

; =
DROGHEDA'S
LEADING
CARPET
SHOWROOM

“For Better Service -
The Best Value -
the Largest Selection®

i
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Fir lonaid

(16) Damien McCusker
D. Mac Oscair
(Clen)

(17) Eamonn Burns
E. 0 Broin
(Ballinascreen)

(18) Dermot Dougan
D. 0 Duagdin
(Newbridge)

(19) John McGurk
S. Mag Oirc
(Lavey)

(20) Stephen Mclarnon
§. Mac Giolla Earndin
(Castledawson)

(21) Danny Quinn
D. 0 Cuinn
(Bellaghy)

(22) Gary McGill
G. Mac an Ghoill
(Glen}

(23) Colm McEldowney
C. Mac Giolla Domhnaigh
(Slaughtneil)

(24) Declan Bateson
D. Bateson
(Ballinderry)

Roghndiri:

firlan Mullins (Manager),
frank Kearney (Glen),
Anthony MeGurk (Steelstown),
Lugene Young (Moneymore).

DOIRE
ladh Leath
dadh Leath

IOMLAN

( “‘é O
Doire

Dathanna: Dearg is Ban

1
JONATHAN KELLY
S, 0 Ceallaigh

(Magherafelt)
2 3 4
KIERAN McKEEVER GARY COLEMAN TONY SCULLION
C. Mac fomhair G. 0 Colmdin A. 0 Scolldin
(Dungiven) - (Magherafelt) (Ballinascreen)
5 6 7
KARL DIAMOND HENRY DOWNEY FERGAL McCUSKER
C. 0 Diomdin A. Mac Giolla Domhnaigh (Capt.) F. Mac Oscair
(Bellaghy) (Lavey) (Clen)
8 ' 9
ANTHONY TOHILL BRIAN McGILLIGAN
A. 0 Tuathail B. Mac Giollagdin
(Swatragh) {Dungiven)
10 11 12
DUINE DUINE SEAN M. LOCKHART
EILE EILE 5. M. Locard
(Banagher)
13 14 15

JOE BROLLY SEAMUS DOWNEY ENDA GORMLEY
S. 0 Brolaigh $. Mac Giolla Domhnaigh E. 0 Garmaile
{Dungiven) (Lavey) (Glen)

Cailini Seachai

Dun ﬁa Béall

Dathanna: Uaithne, Or is Ban

1
GARY WALSH

G. Breatnach
(Burren)

2 3 4
JOHN CUNNINGHAM MATT GALLAGHER JOHN JOE DOHERTY
5. Mac Cuinneagdin M. 0 Gallchdir 5. 5. 0 Dochartaigh
(Na Ceallo Beaga) (Naomh Brid) (Naomh Columba)

5 6 7
BEARRY McGOWAN MARK CROSSAN MARTIN SHOVLIN
B. Mac Gabhainn M. Mac Chrossdain M. 0 Seibhleain
(Na Cealla Beaga) (Naomh Adhamhain) (Naomh Ultan)

8 9
JAMES RUANE BRIAN MURRAY
$. Mac Ruain B. 0 Muiri
(Bundoran) (An Stait Sheirbhis)
10 11 12
JOHN BAN GALLAGHER NOEL HEGARTY PADDY HEGARTY
5. Bdn O Gallchdir N. 0 hEigeartaigh (Capt.) P. 0 hEigeartaigh
(Na Cealfa Beaga) (Naomh Columba) (Naom#h Columba)
13 14 15
BRIAN ROPER TONY BOYLE MANUS BOYLE
B. O Roper A. 0 Baoill M. 0 Baoil
(Aol Ruadh, Ballyshannon) {An Clochdn Liath) {Na Cealla Beaga)}

l
by

DUNINA nGALL ciit  ailini  Seachai

ladh Leath

Fir lonaid

(16) Paul Callaghan
P. 0 Ceallchdin
(Beart)

(17) Damien Diver
D. O Duibhir
(Ard an Ratha)

(18) James McHugh
5. Mac Aoidh
(Cilf Chartha)

(19) Eamon MacMenamin
E. Mac Meanman
(Mac Curnhaills)

(20) Paddy Cunningham
P. Mac Cuinneagdin
(Naomh Columba)

(21) Gerard Kelly
G0 Ceallaigh
(Aoch Ruadh, Ballyshanr

(22) Dessie MacNamara
D. Mac Conmara
(Bundoran)

(23) Neil McCready
N. Mac Riada
(Aodh Ruadh,

Coill na gCuirfin)

(24) Seamus McGinty
5. Mac Feinneachta
(Mac Cumhaills)

Roghndiri:

P.). McGowan (Manager),
Patsy McGonigle (Trainer),
Tom Cormack,

Seamus Gallagher,

Saor Ciceanna

dadh Leath

|OMLAN
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Paths to the Final

Doire

Round 1 at Omagh: Lost to
Tyrone 0-8 to 1-7.

Scorers - Famonn Burns 0-5,
Joe Brolly 0-1, Brian
McCormack 0-1, Dermot
Dougan 0-1.

Round 2 at Ballinascreen:
Lost to Kerry by 0-7 to 2-15.
Scorers - Famonn Burns 0-3,
Joe Brolly 0-3, Sean
M.Lockhart (-1.

Round 3 at Ennis: Beat
Clare by 2-13 to 2-8.

Scorers - Joe Brolly 1-2,
Pamien Barton 0-4, Colin
Mclldowney 1-1, Rory Boylan
(-3, Paddy Downey 0-2, Karl
Diamond 0-1.

Round 4 at Ballinascreen:
Beat Laois by 2-7 to 0-9.
Scorers - Rory Boylan 1-5,
Colin McEldowney 1-0,
Dermot Dougan 0-1, Damicn
Barton 0-1.

Round 5 at Celtic Park: Beat
Kildare by 1-6 to 0-7.

Scorers - Joe Brolly 0-4,

Damien Cassidy 1-0, Colin
McLldowney 0-1, Enda
Gormley 0-1,

Round 6 at Ballybofey: Drew
with Donegal 0-10 all.
Scorers - Famonn Burns 0-3,
foe Brolly 0-2, Damien Cassidy
(-2, Karl Diamond 0-1, John
Mulholland 0-1, Seamus
Downey O-1,

Round 7 at Celtic Park: Beat
Meath by 1-11 to 1-8.

Scorers - Gary McGill 1-2, Joe
Brolly 0-4, Seamus Downey 0-
3, Rory Boylan 0-1, Declan
Bateson 0-1.

Quarter-Final at Clones:
Beat Cavan by 0-12 to 0-11.
Scorers - Seamus Downey 0-5,
Joe Brolly 0-2, Fergal McCusker
0-1, Dermot Heaney 0-1, Brian
McGilligan 0-1, Gary McGill O-
1, Enda Gormley 0-1.

Semi-Final at Croke Park:
Beat Mayeo by 1-12 to 0-7.
Scorers - Joe Brolly 1-2,
Anthony Tohill 0-4, Enda
Gormley 0-2, Gary McGill 0-1,
Damien Cassidy 0-1, Seamus
Downey 0-1, Kieran McKeever
0-1.

Total Scored 7-86 (107
points); Total Conceded 6-82
(100).

Scorers - Joe Brolly 2-20, Rory
Boylan 1.9, Famonn Burns 0-
I1, Seamus Downey 0-10,
Colin McEldowney 2-2, Gary
McGill 1-4, Damien Cassidy 1-
3, Damien Barton 0-5,
Anthony Tohill 0-4, Enda
Gormley 0-4, Karl Diamond 0-
2, Dermot Dougan 0-2, Paddy
Downey 0-2, John Mulholland
0-1, Sean M.Lockhart 0-1,
Declan Bateson 0-1, Brian
McCormack 0-1, Fergal
McCusker 0-1, Dermot Heaney
0-1, Kieran McKeever 0-1,
Brian McGilligan 0-1.
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Diin na nGall

Round 1 at Ennis: Beat
Clare by 3-8 to 0-8.

Scorers - Tony Boyle 1-1,
Eamon McMenamin 1-1,
Manus Boyle 0-3, Brian Mur.ray
1-0, James McHugh 0-1, John
Duffy 0-1, Niall McCready 0-1.

Round 2 at Ballybofey: Beat
Tyrone by 0-16 to 0-7.
Scorers - Manus Boyle 0-6,
James McHugh 0-4, Tony
Boyle 0-2, John Ban Gallagher
0-2, Famon McMenamin 0-1,
John Gildea 0-1.

Round 3 at Portlaoise: Beat
Laois by 1-10 to 0-8.

Scorers - Manus Boyle 0-4,
Lamon McMenamin 1-1, Tony
Boyle 0-2, James Ruane 0-2,
John Gildea 0-1.

Round 4 at Ballyshannon:
Lost to Kerry 0-6 to 1-11.
Scorers - John Gildea 0-2, Tony
Boyle 0-1, Manus Boyle 0-1,
John Duffy 0-1, Barry
McGowan 0-1.

Round 5 at Navan: Drew
with Meath 0-10 to 2-4.
Scorers - Tony Boyle 0-4, john
Duffy 0-3, Eamon McMenamin
0-1, John Ban Gallagher 0-1,
James Ruane 0-1.

Round & at Ballybofey: Drew
with Donegal 0-10 all.
Scorers - Tony Boyle 0-5, John
Duffy 0-3, Eamon McM enamin
0-1, Noel Hegarty 0-1.

Round 7 at Ballyshannon:
Drew with Kildare 1-8 to 0-
11,

Scorers - Tony Boyle 1-5, James
Ruane 0-1, Barry McGowan 0-
1, Barry Roper 0-1.

Quarter-Final at Croke Park:
Beat Wicklow by 2-12 to 1-8.
Scorers - Declan Bonnar 1-4,
Tony Boyle 0-5, Barry Roper 1-
0, Martin Shovlin 0-1, James
Ruane 0-1, Manus Boyle 0-1,

Semi-Final at Croke Park:
Beat Cork by 0-10 to 0-9.
Scorers: Tony Boyle 0-6, Barry
Roper 0-1, John Ban Gallagher
0-1, Paddy Hegarty O-1, Manus
Boyle 0-1.

Total Scored 7-90 (111 pts);
Total Conceded 4-76 (88).
Scorers - Tony Boyle 2-31,
Manus Boyle 0-16, Eamon
McMenamin 2-5, John Dufly 0-
8, Declan Bonnar 1-4, James
McHugh 0-5, James Ruane 0-5,
Barry Roper 1-2, John Ban
Gallagher 0-4, John Gildea 0-4,
Brian Murray 1-0, Barry
McGowan 0-2, Noel Hegarty 0-1,
Niall McCready 0-1, Martin
Shovlin 0-1, Paddy Hegarty 0-1.

LAST MEETING

Brolly Steps In to Earn Derry a Draw

onegal and Derry last met in the Church & General National
DFootbaJl League at Ballybofey in February when the
introduction of Joe Brolly from the substitutes bench after 41
minutes proved a big factor in earning the visitors a draw — 0-10 each
— before an attendance of 5,000.
Derry, with Brolly and Tony Scullion among those on the
substitutes bench, started promisingly and led by 0-3 to 0-1 early in
the game. But Donegal, with Tony Boyle to the fore, gradually exerted
a dominance and were 0-7 to 0-4 ahead at the interval.
Within four minutes of the restart Donegal were five points clear,
but shortly afterwards Brolly was sent into the game and eight
minutes from time the scores were level at 0-9 each,
Coming up to the close Tony Boyle had Donegal a point ahead, but
left full forward Colm McGurk levelled for Derry to ensure that both
counties kept in the race for places in the knockout stages.
Tony Boyle had an outstanding game for Donegal and also
contributed five points, John Duffy at left full forward, Noel Hegarty
and Damien Diver in the half back line were other stars for Donegal.
Famonn Burns scored three points from frees for Derry, Dermot
McNicholl, Henry Downey and, of course, Brolly after his
introduction were to the fore for Derry,
Generally, a draw was a good result (o a keenly contested and
always interesting game,
DONEGAL: G, Walsh, M. Crossan, M. Gallagher, S. McGinty, D.
Diver, Noel Hegarty, M. Shovlin, B. Murray, J. Bin Gallagher, E.
McMenamin, J. Gildea, . Ruane, N, McCready, T. Boyle, J. Dulfy,
Substitutes: Paddy Hegarty for Murray. B, Roper for McCready.
DERRY: ]. Kelly, K. McJeever, P. Downey, S. MclLarnon, §.
Lockhart, H. Downbey, K. Diamond, J. Mulholland, D. Quinn, D.
Cassidy, E. Burns, d. McNicholl, G. McGonigle, Seamus Downey, C.
McGurk.

Substitutes |. Brolly for McGonigle. B. McGilligan for Mulholland,

National Football League Title Winners

15: Kerry:

0: Mayo:

Longford: 1966,
Monaghan: 1985.
Roscommon: 1979.

1928, 1929, 1931, 1932, 1959, 1961, 1963, 1969, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1974,
1977, 1982, 1984,

1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1941, 1949, 1954, 1970.

1
8:  Dublin: 1953, 1955, 1958, 1976, 1978, 1987, 1991, 1993,
7:  Meath: 1933, 1946, 1951, 1975, 1988, 1990, 1994.
4:  Cork: 1952, 1956, 1980, 1989.
Down: 1960, 1962, 1968, 1983,
Galway: 1940, 1957, 1965, 1981.
3:  Derry: 1947, 1992, 1995.
New York: 1950, 1964, 1967.
2t Laois: 1927, 1986.
1:  Cavan: 1948.

Note: The National Football League was suspended from 1942 to 1945 inclusive due to World War II.

27



coach

travel that’s
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Bus Eireann's Expressway Service
offers great value fares fo @ host of
destinations around the country.
Travel midweek and you can avail of

our bargain return fares.

BUS EIREANN/EUROLINES
We operate daily Express Coach
Services from most major lowns in
Ireland to various destinations in
Britain from £29.00 with connections
to Mainland Europe. There's no
better value way to travel to Britain

and Europe.

MINIBREAKS FOR (37

Everyone needs a break from
time to time and with our
Breakaways brochure you can
choose from 24 minibreaks at the
great valve price of just £37, per
night sharing.

This includes overnight
hotel accommodation, full
irish breakfast and return
coach fare to your choice of
destination.

For travel information

contact: Central Bus Station
(Busaras), Store St Dublin 1
(01) 8366111; Parnell
Place Bus Station, Cork

R E T URN

(021) 508188; Colbert
Station, Limerick [0671)
313333; Ceannt Station,
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Plunkett Station, Waterford
[051) 879000; Casement
Station, Tralee, (066} 23566
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Agent.
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Walsh and
Tohill can
brighten
‘inal scene

ary Walsh, who continues
to keep a sound goal for

Donegal, and Anthony Tohill,

back again to prompt Derry

with his talents, are just two
of the players who may well
provide some of the
highlights of this appealing

Church and General National

Football League final.

Walsh, who tops the six-
foot mark, has been an inter-
county senior for around
eleven years, but continues
to be one of the most
dependable in the “loneliest
position on the field”.

A former Donegal minor and
under-21 player, the Burren
(Down) club man, was one of
the stars of the side that
rave Donegal its greatest-
cver sporting boost by
capturing the Sam Maguire

Cup in 1992. He also won a
Bank of Ireland All-Star trophy
that year.

Walsh played with Aodh
ftuadh, Ballyshannon, before
Joining his present club and
has also worn the Ulster
Jersey with distinction. He
won an interprovincial medal
in 1991,

Walsh is having another
ffood League season and is
hoping for better fortune than
In his last final appearances
when he was on the losing

(Maigh Eo) in the semi-final.

It is a measure of Tohill's
contribution to Derry’s 1994
95 National League title win
that he was included in the
inaugural Powerscreen All-
Stars football team in
December. That, despite the
fact that he did not play in a
competitive game with Derry
after their loss to Tyrone in
an Ulster semi-final in June.
Tohill is a brilliant graduate
from that famed Derry
nursery, St. Patrick’s,
Maghera. He won an All-

sides to Dublin and Derry.

Anthony Tohill (Doire) is takled by Colm McMenamon

Ireland Colleges' medal in
1989 — St. Patrick’s first
national crown — and added
an All-lreland minor souvenir
to his credit later that year.

The 6ft.4ins. midfielder

spent some time in Australia
playing Rules football. On his
return home he helped Derry
to the 1991-92 National
League title, scoring the late,
late goal against Tyrone that
set his side up for a winning
rally. He was also Derry’s top
scorer for the series with 2-
20.

Since then the Swatragh
club man has won an All-
Ireland senior medal an All-
Star trophy (1993) and a
Sigerson Cup (Universities’
Championship) medal with
Queen’s.

On his first full game in the
League against Mayo he had
a top-class match and is a
player many in the Oak Leaf
County look to for inspiration.

Gary Walsh and Anthony
Tohill are not only key players
in this final, but two of the
exciting personality — plus
footballers that the game
needs to keep ahead of its

Donegal’s Gary Walsh
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competitors.



The Failure of Champions

wenty-two years ago Kerry
Twan their 12th National

League title when they
retained their crown for a third
successive year with a six-point win
over Roscommon. Since then three
other titles have gone to ‘the
Kingdom’ but none of these was
back-to-back, and from 1975 to the
present day no county - and Ao
fewer than eight have tried, most of
therin more than once - has
managed to retain what has surely
become the most elusive trophy in
the gaelic calendar. A few came
close to holding on fo it for ¢
secorid twelve-maonth stint, but
sooner or later they were smitten by
the bogey that has ensured a
change of ‘ownership” at the end of
every season. Twenty-one attempts
have been made since 1975 and
here, briefly, is how they all came
to grief.

1974/75 - Kerry:

The holders qualified for the
quarter-final, but were well
beaten'(0-11 to 0-6) by resurgent
Meath at Croke Park.

1975/76 - Meath:

Started on a losing note and
defeats by Galway and Derry put
them out of contention.

1976/77 - Dublin:

Beat Cork, Kildare and Galway,
and drew with Meath to qualify
for the semi-final. Beat Mayo in
the semi-final but lost the final
to Kerry.

1977/78 - Kerry:

Defeats by Dublin, Cork and a
drawn game with Kildare saw
them fail to get to the knock-out
stages.

1978/79 - Dublin:

Losing to Kildare, Cork and
Kerry meant they had no chance
ol staying in contention and
finished well down the table,

1979/80 - Roscommon:
Despite two unexpected defeats
by Down and Armagh, they
rallied to reach the quarter-final
only to lose to Kerry by 1-5 to
1-8.

1980,/81 - Cork:

Scored good wins over Down,
Kildare and Dublin before fading
out of the race.

1981/82 - Galway:

Never reproduced the form of
the previous season and finished
second from bottom in Division
One and were relegated.

1982/83 - Kerry:

Started their retention bid with a
win over Derry, but were
subsequently defeated by
Armagh, Dublin and Cork and
did not feature in the closing
stages.

1983/84 - Down:

Did well to share second place in
the Division One table with
Meath, Beat Tyrone in the
quarter-final but lost the semi-
final to Kerry by 1-6 to 0-12.

1984/85 - Kerry:

Lost to Kildare and Armagh;
recovered to beat Galway and
draw with Meath and Tyrone,
but dropped out of the race
when beaten by Down.

1985/86 - Monaghan:

Despite a heavy defeat at the
hands of Down in Round 2,
came back strongly to qualify for
the final in which they narrowly
lost to Laois by 2-5 to 2-6.

1986/87 - Laois:

Started well in defence of their
title, before losing four games

which saw them finish in-fifth
place in Division Two.
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1987/88 - Dublin:

Topped Division One with 12
points. Beat Longford (quarter-
final) and Monaghan (semni-
final) but lost the final on a
replay to Meath.

1988,/89 - Meath:

Lost six of their seven games.
Beat Down in the last game but
were relegated to Division Two.

1989/90 - Cork:

Beat Cavan, Dublin, Derry,
Donegal and Kerry; drew with
Armagh to qualify for the
quarter-final in which they beat
Kildare. Lost semi-final to
Meath.

1990,/91 - Meath:
Beat Cork, Donegal and Down.

- Lost to Roscommon, Armagh,

and Kerry, and drew with Dublin
to finish sixth in the Division
One table.

1991,/92 - Dublin:

Recorded good wins over
Galway, Armagh, Mayo, and lost
to Tyrone and Cork (five game
series). Beat Galway in a play-off
and Donegal in the quarter-final.
Lost the semi-final to Tyrone.

1992/93 - Derry:

Beat Dublin, Wexford, Limerick,
Sligo, Antrim and Louth (lost to
Galway). Lost quarter-final to
Donegal at Breffni Park.

1993/94 - Dublin:

Four wins (over Clare, Kerry,
Mayo and Derry); two draws
(Kildare and Down) put Dublin
in the semi-final in which they
were shocked by Armagh (2-13
to 1-9) at Breffni Park.

1994/95 - Meath:

Beat Dublin, Kildare and Keiry.
Lost to Down, Derry, Donegal

and Laois. Failed to qualify for
the knock-out stages.

CROKE PARK

Saturday
18th May 1996

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM

DUBLIN — HMV Grafton Street;
HMV Henry Street;
DONEGAL — Melody Maker;

For Credit Card Bookings
Telephone (01) 4-569-569.

DERRY — More than Music;
BELFAST - Ticketshop at Virgin;
COLERAINE — Street Legal;
LIMAVADY - Sally O'Brien’s Music Box:
LETTERKENNY — Music Centre.

For Credit Card Bookings
Telephone (01232) 656565.

BE FIT
NOT FAT
EAT FISH

Bord lascaigh Mhara

(lrish Sea Fisheries Board)
Crofton Road,
Dunlaoghaire,

Co. Dublin.

SEAFOOD FOR HEALTH AND FITNESS
NATURE’S BEST FOOD

Tel: (01) 284 1544; Fax: (01) 284 1123

SWAN NET LTD. |

Kellys Quay, Killybegs,
Co. Donegal, Ireland.
Phone: 073 31180
Fax: 073 31574

Simply the best Netinakers
in the World.

The key to success in fishing

PHONE

073 31180
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The Donegal team whick defeated Cork in the semi-final.

Back row (I-r): Paul Callaghan, Dessie MoNamara, Matt Gallagher, Mark Crossan,
John Ban Gallagher, Gary Walsh, Brian Murray, James Ruane, Barry McGowan,

Eamon McMenamin, Damien Conlon.

Front row (I-r): Padraig Cunningham, Martin Coll, Brian Roper, Manus Boyle, Tony Boyle, v
Hegarty, John Cunninghan, Martin Shoviin, Paddy Hegarty, Gerard Kelly, John Joe Doherty:

Sitting: Niall McCready and Sean McEwan.

Captain Noel Hegarty

Neoel won a county full-back in the side
senjor football medal in  that, later that year,
1990 and some weeks  brought the Sam

|ater made his debut for  Maguire Cup to the

the Donegal senior county for the only time

team. Holder of an so far, Noel went in as a
Ulster Vocational substitute in defence in

Schools senior medal, the drawn National

he collected his only League final with Dublin

provincial senior medal in 1993 and was centre
in 1992 and was left half back in the repiay.

He was a forward in th
side that lost to Derty|

last year's league

decider. Noel is yourg

brother of Paddy, who
last autumn was

appointed the county
coach in Donegal and

who is also a member

the senior team.

rFidyer rrorneco

6’3".

Gary Walsh (Burren).si-year-ofd.
Accountant.

John Cunningham (Na Cealla Beaga).
29-years-old. 5’11". Restaurant Owner.

Matt Gallagher (Naomh Brid). 34-years-old.
5'10”. Publican and Sales Representiative.

John Joe Doherty (Naomh Columba).
28-years-old. 5'10”, Sales Representative.

Barry McGowan (Na Cealla Beaga).
30-years-old. 6’0”. ESB Employee.

Mark Crossan (Naomh Adhamhain).
26-years-old. 5’10”. Sales Representative.

Martin Shovlin (Naomh Ultan). 34-years-old.
5'10". Telecom Employee.

" Brian Murray (Kilcock). 32-years-old. 6’3".

James Ruane (Bundoran). 21-years-old. 6’2",
Student.

Garda.

John Ban Gallagher (Na Cealla Beaga).
29-years-old. 6'1". Net Maker.

Noel Hegarty (Naomh Columba).
27-years-old. 6'0". Sales Representative.

Paddy Hegarty (Naomh Columba).
30-years-old, 5'11". County Coach.

Brian Roper (Aodh Ruadh, Ballyshannon).
21-years-old. 5'6”. Monumental Sculptor.

Tony Boyle (An Clochan Liath). 26-years-old.
5'11". Sales Representative.

Manus Boyle (Na Cealla Beaga). 30-years-old.
5'10". Factory Worker.

Paul Callaghan (Beart). 25-years-old. 6’1".
Sales Representative.

Damien Diver (Ard an Ratha). 21-years-old.
5’10”. Student. .

James McHugh (Cill Chartha). 32-years-old.
5'7”. ESB Employee.

Eamon McMenamin (Sean Mac Cumhaills).
22-years-old. 6’11". Sales Assistant.

Patrick Cunningham (Naomh Columba).
21-years-old. 5'8”. Factory Worker.

Gerard Kelly (Aodh Ruadh, Coill na gCuirdin).
24-years-old. 6’1". Toolmaker.

Dessie McNamara (Bundoran). 20-years-old.
6’0”. Student.

Niall McCready (Aodh Ruadh, Ballyshannon).
20-years-old. 5’10”. Apprentice Electrician.

Seamus McGinty (Mac Cumbhaills).
26-years-old. 5’10". Mechanic.




att Gallagher of Naomh
MBrid, Ballintra, will play

his 138th competitive
senior football game for
*onegal when he lines out in
the 1996 National Foothall
League final against Derry
today. ‘Competitive’ may not
he the appropriate adjective
hecause those who know
Matt will know that in every
game he plays — club, county
or province, friendly or
serious he is utterly
competitive. He equals Martin
MicHugh's record of 138
games today.

Matt made his senior inter-
county debut on 15th
November, 1981 in the N.F.L.
against Laois in Fr. Tierney
Park, Ballyshannon, next door
to his Alma Mater, De La
Salle, Ballyshannon, with
whom he won an All-Ireland
Colleges’ “B” medal in 1980
(along with Brian Murray). He
had just celebrated his
nineteenth birthday. Donegal
beat Laois 0-10 to 2-3 that
day in November 1981. This is
his sixteenth consecutive
year playing with Donegal.

Matt's 138 games break
down as follows:

Senior Football
Championshi
National Football Lea
Or. McKenn: eup -
( 1pen-f'Cehtezlach: Cups:.. .6

Matt missed the 1984-85, 1985-
40 and 1988-89 League
cimpaigns. He has played
against 27 counties (never
ipainst Kilkenny, Limerick,
Cialway, Sligo or London). He
has faced Armagh more often
than any other county — 14
times. He has played 12 times
apainst Down. Today will be his
cleventh time facing Derry. He
las played 10 times against
(avan, 8 against Laois, 7 times
Ipainst Kildare, Dublin and
Kerry.

Matt Gallagher Equals
Martin McHugh Record

By Sean 0 Gallchair

Honours

Matl has won most of the
game's major honours:
All-Ireland S.F.C.......co00000.... 1992
Ulster S.F.C..ovvvvirnnn 1990, 1992
Dr, McKenna Cup .....1985, 1991
Ulster & All-Treland

|15 S T P 0
4| B 1992
Rallway

GUB s 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995
Donegal Player of the Year.. 1991

Ronegal KBiC wwmmniiemy 1987
Donegal U-12 F, 1974
Donegal U=18 F.C...oosminein 1978
Donega U-18 I.C,......1979, 1980

Locli:an: 10l Cupwamainna
Ulster Herald Cup....
McLarnon Cup ...
All-Ireland Colleges” “B” ... 1980

Debut

The Donegal team against Laois
on November 15th, 1981 was:
Noel McCole, Tommy
McDermott, Finian Ward, Matt
Gallagher, Eunan McIntyre,
Michael Carr, Conor Carney, Pat
McCrea, Michael Gallagher,
Martin McHugh, Brendan
Dunleavy, Martin Griffin,
Charlie Mulgrew, Paul Carr,
Fintan Lynch.

The Donegal Domocrat said
that: “Newcomers to the defence
Matt Gallagher and Tommy
McDermott both played soundly
alter nervous starts with
Gallagher particularly impressive
in the second half”,




Same AgZain

erry and Donegal are meeting in the
DNational League final for the second year
in a row and the manner in which they

both qualified for today’s repeat performance
bears a remarkable similarity to last season.

Last season Derry opened their campaign with
a resounding home defeat by Laois (0-8 to 1-17),
followed by a fruitless trip to Ballybofey where
they were three points shy of Donegal’s total (°-
6 to 0-15). Their two other pre-Christmas g..nes
saw a revival as Kerry were beaten by ‘wo points
at Ballinascreen (1-11 to 2-6), and « trip to An
Uaimh saw Derry prevail by .he minimum
margin (0-9 to 0-8) over e Royals.

This season has seen the Foyle men open with
a defeat away to Tyrone (0-8 to 1-7), and
followed by a hammering (0-7 to 2-15) at home
by the Kingdom. However, as with last season
the two games before the break saw Derry
victorious in both, with Clare (2-13 to 2-8) and

CARRICKDALE HOTEL
CARRICKARNON, RAVENSDALE,
DUNDALK, CO. LOUTH.
TEL: 042 71397. Fax: 042 71740

Open daily fram 7.30 a.m. breakfast, snack, carvery lunch,
har food, high tea, dinner and 4 la carte,
First class accommodation.
All rooms en-suite with T.V. and hospitality tray.
Weddings and functions a speciality.

Leisure complex, swimming pool, sauna,
solarium, jacuzzi, fitness gym.
Hairdressing and beauty salon.

CARRICKDALE HOTEL
“THE HOME OF CHAMPIONS”
Best of Luck to Both Teams

WHY NOT CALL AFTER THE MIATCH

Carrickarnon, Ravensdale, Dundalk, Co. Louth.
Tel: 042 71397 Fax; 042 71740
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Laois (2-7 to 0-9) being the victims.

It has been Derry’s New-Year form that has
seen their fortunes transtormed in both seasons.
Last season Down and Kildare were both beaten
(1-10 to 1-7, and 0-10 to 0-9 respectively), before
a trip to headquarters saw honours shared with
Dublin (1-9 each). This season Kildare (1-6 to 0-
7) again, and Meath (1-11 to 1-8) were the
victims and todar's rivals Donegal were the only
team to hold tue champions (0-10 each). In
both cas s four wins, a draw and two defeats
re~lted from their seven league outings with
che scoring records very similar also (5-63 and 6-
62), and in each case Derry had conceded more
than they had scored (5-71 and 6-64).

And finally, as with last season, Derry scored a
narrow quarter-final win over Cavan, but the
semi-finals have seen somewhat of a change
with Mayo being dispensed with with somewhat
less difficulty than Tyrene were last year.

Today's other finalists Donegal have also got
in on the act, but they seem to find the earlier
stages of the league much more to their liking.
The first three rounds last season saw Donegal
win over Down (0-8 to 0-7), Derry (0-15 to 2-6)
and Dublin (0-12 to 1-8) before losing the
Round 4 tie with Kildare (1-8 to 1-11). This vear
Tyrone (0-16 to 0-7), Clare (3-8 to 0-8) and Laois
(1-10 to 0-8) all fell victim to Donegal, before
the North-Westerners came a cropper against
Kerry (0-6 to 1-11) in their fourth outing.

When matters resumed Donegal sandwiched a
win over Meath (0-13 to 0-11) with defeats by
Laois (0-8 to 0-10) and Kerry (0-10 to 0-14} in
the 94/95 league, but this year no wins were
recorded after the break but also no defeats as
Donegal drew three-in-a-row with Meath (0-10
to 2-4), Derry (0-10 each) and Kildare (1-8 to 0-
11). So this season Donegal have recorded nine
points from seven outings compared to last
year's eight and also have a much better scoring
average (0.97 to 1.22).

As with Derry, the knock-out stages have
ended the similarity, as Donegal have reversed
last year’s form where the quarter-final was the
more difficult of the lwo ties.

However, an overall pattern emerges, which
shows that Derry in both years seem to have
found the knack of peaking just right and
Donegal seem to struggle after the winter break.
It will be certainly interesting to see if that
pattern holds through for today’s final.

Penalty Parade

ith one hour left to play, the
1995-96 league has so far
vielded a grand tolal of 22

penalties from which 17 goals have
heen recorded. This gives an average
of 2.31 points per penalty. This is o
significantly better conversion rate
(han last season, when prior o the
final, 19 penaities had been awarded,
i 12 goals and three points was
(he return, giving an average of 2.05
points per penalty. For the last two
vears Round 2 of the league has seen
defences on their best behaviour as no
enalties were conceded. However,
[1iis term, the opposite was the case
s Round 2 saw six penaltics
awarded, the highest for any round,
On the other hand, no penalties were
awarded in the semi-finals for both
this year and last.

Last season, only one player,
lonegal’s Manus Boyle, teok more
lhan one penalty in the league. This
season, however, Cavan were
wwarded no fewer than six penaltics
in the league stage, with only their
Round 5 tie with Down failing to see
ane awarded. Ronan Carolan stepped
1 to take all six kicks, and the
lreffini man can be rightly hailed as
lhe game’s leading penalty-taker as
on all six occasions the net was the
Dall’s final resting place. London’s
Paul Coggins was the only other

Player to attempt more than one
penalty, and with mixed results, as
he recorded a major against Carlow
it blazed wide at Tullamore against
Offaly.

The full list of penalties and their
outcome reads:

Round 1
Ronan Carolan (Cavan) goal
v Cork at Breffni Park

Round 2

Dara O Cinnéide (Kerry)  saved
by Daamian McCusker (Derry)

Peter Canavan (Tyrone) saved
by Paul Callaghan (Donegal)

Ronan Carolan (Cavan) goal
v Leitrin at Cartick-on-Shanmon
Colin Kelly (Louth) goal
v Westmeath al Athlone

Paul Coggins (London) goal
v Carlow at Ruislip

Brian Burke (Tipperary) goal
v Kilkenny at Ardfinman

Round 3

Ronan Carolan (Cavan) goal
v Westmeath at Breffni Park

Paul Coggins (London) wide
v Offaly at Tullamore

Round 4

Renan Carolan (Cavan) goal
v Armagh at Armagh

Round 5 y
Damien Walsh (Kilkenny)  wide
v Waterford at Leamybrien

Round 6

David Reynolds (Offaly) goal
v Carlow at Tullamore

Ronan Carolan (Cavan) goal
v Dublin at Parnell Park

Ger Heavin (Westmeath) goal
v Armagh at Castletowngeoghegan
Colin McGlynn (Leitrim) goal
v Cork at Carrick-on-Shannon

Round 7

Ronan Carolan (Cavan) goal
v Louth at Breffni Park

Colin Corkery (Cork) goal
v Armagh at Armagh

Tony Boyle (Donegal) goal

v Kildare at Ballyshannon

John McManus (Antrim)  saved

* by Cathal McGinley (Galway)

Round 8
Dessie Barry (Longford) goal
v Lotidon at Longford

Quarter-Finals

Anthony Finnerty (Mayo)  goal
v Meath at Roscomnion

Trevor Giles (Meath) goal
v Mayo at Rosconmon

* McManus's original kick was saved
but Antrim’s Wilson did score from
the rebound.
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Previous Meetings

{§ occasion that Derry and

& Donegal have met in the
National League. The series
started in 1930 when Donegal
prevailed by five points at
Derry. A year later Donegal
recorded their biggest-ever win
in the series when winning by
|7 points at Ballybofey. They
did not meet again until the
1946-47 season when Derry
recorded their first victory
with a three-point win at
Lallybofey.

Since then they have met on

: regular basis with only the
decade and a half between the
arly seventies and mid-
ighties seeing no action
between these two neighbours,
since the mid-eighties they
have met on eight occasions
with Donegal holding a slight
cdge (4 to 3 with one draw) as
(hey do overall, in that they
lcad the series 16/13 with two
rames drawrn.

:'*ioday will be the 32nd

I'he details of these meetings
1re.

1930-31 Derry:

Donegal 2-6 Derry 1-4
1931-32 Ballybofey:

Donegal 4-7 Derry 0-2

1946-47 Ballybofey:

Derry 1-7 Donegal 1-4
1947-48 Derry:

Donegal 4-6 Derry 3-3
1948-49 Letterkenny:

Donegal 2-5 Derry 14
1949-50 Derry:

Derry  0-10 Donegal 0-2
1950-51 Ballybofey:

Donegal 1-7 Derry 15
1951-52 Magherafelt:

Derry 2-6 Donegal 2-4
1952-53 Ballybofey:

Derry 2-12 Donegal 3-7
1953-54 Ballinascreen:

Derry 0-6 Donegal 0-5
1958-59 Dungannon - Play-Off:
Derry 1-11 Donegal 1-4
195960 Ballyboley:

Derry 36 Donegal 1-3
1960-61 Derry:

Donegal 1-6 Derry 0-6
1962-63 Magheralelt:

Donegal 1-8 Derry 0-6
1963-64 Ballybofey:

Derry 2.8 Donegal 1-7
1964-65 Ballinascreen:
Donegal 4-9 Derry 1-10
Irvinestown — Play-Off:
Donegal 2-9 Derry 1-7
1965-66 Ballinascreen:
Donegal 3-12 Derry 13
1966-67 Ballybofey:

Donegal 0-9 Derry 0-9
Ballinascreen — Play-Off:
Derry  5-6 Donegal 0-5

Tony Scullion proudly holds
the NFL Trophy aloft after
Derry’s victory over
Donegal last year.

Irvinestown — Play-Off:
Donegal 0-6 Derry 0-5
1968-69 Dungannon - Play-Off:
Donegal 2-10 Derry 1-7
1969-70 Dungannon - Play-Off:
Derry 4-13 Donegal 0-5
19806-87 Greenlough:

Donogal 19 Derry 0-7
TORE-BY Drumsurn:

Derry 0-10 Donegal 1-5
198990 Ballyboley:

Donegal 0-11 Derry 0-3
1992-93 Breffni Park — Q/I:
Donegal 0-10 Derry 2-3
1993-94 Casement Park:

Derry 316 Donegal 0-7
1994-95 Ballyboley:

Donegal 0-15 Derry 26
Croke Park — Final:

Derry 0-12 Donegal 0-8
1995-96 Ballybofey:

Donegal 0-10 Derry 0-10

McGill Bros.

Cloughfin, Castlefin, Co. Donegal.
Tel: 074 46233

Concrete Blocks, Bricks,
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Readymix Concrete
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An Ulster Problem
-...Retaining The Trophy

part from the immediate task of trying to

beat Donegal, when Derry players step
out on Croke Park today they will be striving
to achieve what no Ulster county has ever
done - retain the National League title -
though the record of the past 20-odd years
would suggest that retaining ‘secondary’
honours is a problem of much wider
dimensions, as not since 1974, when Kerry
completed their second four-in-a-row, has a
county had cause to celebrate in suc ive
seasons. However, the record of Mayo, and,
of course, Kerry shows that it can be done,
but that even the most celebrated
combinations from the North have always
found it beyond them to stretch ultimate
success to a second successive season.

As the first Ulster county to win the
league, Derry were early aware of the
pitfalls of a retention attempt as Donegal
and Antrim shattered their hopes in the
1947-48 campaign.

And so it went on. Down were champions
four times but they were all single feats;
Monaghan also experienced the bogey in
their heyday in the mid-eighties while Derry,
in their most recent attempt, fared no better
than any of their predecessors which makes
their task all the more intimidating - and
alluring - today.

Whatever the outcome, barring a draw,
history will be made today - a first-ever title
for Donegal or a first-ever retention of the
title by Derry. At least one Ulster problem
will be solved.

Stexbus

Foyle Street, Derry = (01504} 262261
Beechvalley, Dungannon = (018687) 22251
Qroad Street, Magherafelt = (01648) 32218

Retained

n the 68-year existence of the National

League only two counties have
succeeded in retaining the title - Kerry and
Mayo. The “Kingdom's” first retention was

\in 1929 when they beat Kildare in the final
| for the second year running. They held on

to their crown in 1931 and 1932 (there was
no competition in 1930). Mayo emulated -

‘and bettered - Kerry’s achievement in the

1930’s when after winning their first title

\in 1934 they were champions again in
| 1935, ‘36, ‘37, ‘38 and ‘39. For the next 30

years the League champions fell with
monotonous regularity, but then Kerry
showed it could still be done when, to
their 1971 success, they added the laurels
in ‘72, ‘73 and ‘74.

Obviously it can be done, but just how
difficult it is can be gleaned from the
records which show that great
combinations like Dublin in the fifties and
seventies; Down in their various periods of
supremacy; Galway in the sixties and more
recently Meath and Cork all failed to put
league titles back-to-back.

I is of interest to note that since 1926
(the year of the first league final), the
championship title has been retained by no
fewer than ten counties - Kildare, Kerry,
Roscommon, Mayo, Down, Galway, Offaly,
Dublin, Meath and Cork - who between
them have retained the honours on 22
occasions. On those figures it would
appear that the league is a stiffer test
than the more prestigious championship,
all of which adds up to an intimidating
assignment for Derry today.

Csur. 2 o a ram g
Ulstexbus Coach and fus #Hxe

we have 19-53 seater coaches and buses available for
® local ® national @ international trips

Our network ensures reliability at a competitive price
For a free quotation contact local Ulsterbus office

Mall West, Armagh = (01861) 522266
Wellington Road, Enniskillen = (01365) 322633
Mountjoy Road, Omagh = {01662) 242711

! As well as striving for their fivst-ever National League winners’ medals, Donegal

| could well he attempting another objective today, and that is to score a goal
against Derry in this competition for the first time since February,1989, And when it is

& considered that the sides have met on six occasions since then, Denegal’s’ inability to

§ find the net is most perplexing.

i However, it must be noted that of those six games, Donegal emerged victorious in

| three and drew another, so their lack of majors has not meant a string of defeats for

§ the men in the green and gold. It must also be noted that Derry failed to find the net on

three occasions as well, and even when they did score a brace in two of these games,

i they ended up on the losing side each time.

| It seems that concentrating on points is a fruitful exercise up North.

Brian McGiHEgan (Doire

midfielq Parthership ) forms 5 formidapy,

with Anthony Tohiin,

. - d

| in na nGall) booke
Ban Gallagher (Diin ;

Jol‘;l(:negal’s place in today’s final with a

i rk.
maghnificent Jast minute point against Co
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20 Years Ago

part from Group A,
A which included four All-
Ireland winners since the
beginning of the decade, there
was a reasonable mix of
strong and nol-so-strong
counties in the four other
groups for the 1975-76
campaign. Dublin who beat
Cork, Donegal who beat
Louth, Kerry who beat Offaly
and Derry who overcame
Tyrone were all impressive
first-round winners. The first-
round shock was the heavy
defeat inflicted on holders,
Meath who went down fo
Galway on a 0-6 to 2-11
scoreline at Pearse Stadium.

Daonegal dropped the points
next time out 0-11 to 0-12 to
Laois at Portlaoise but Derry
were in fine fettle when they
crushed Sligo by 0-16 to 0-2 at
Ballymote.

The “replay” of the Ali-
Ireland final saw Dublin
reverse the chanmpionship
verdict (2-11 to 0-13) against
Kerry at Croke Park; Cork
scored freely at Roscominon,
beating the locals by 3-9 to 1-
3, while Meath regained some
ground in beating Mayo, 2-13
to 2-10 at An Uaimh.

As the pace quickened,
Kerry and Cork shared the
points (1-9 fo 2-6) at
Killarney; Dublin hit Kildare
with a ten-point win at Athy,
while Derey’s stock soared
when they swamped Meath by

2-12 to 0-2 at Ballinascreen,
Dublin went into the mid-
Winter break at the top of
their division as a result of an
casy 5-8 to 1-8 win over
Offaly, but at Tuam Stadium
Derry came unstuck when
going down Dy five points to
Galway (1-8 to 3-7). Donegal,
like their neighbours, turned
over with six points to their
credit following their 2-7 to 1-
7 win over Longford at Pearse
Park. As the run in to the
knock-out stages got under
way Derry kept on course with
a 1-8 to 1-4 win over Mayo, as
did Dublin (althonugh
dropping two points to
Rosconmmon), bul Donegal’s 1-
6 to 0-10 defeat by Armagh
put them out of confention.

In play-off ties, Derry beat
Galway by 2-11 to 2-6 and
Cork beat Kerry by 2-7 to 1-5,
The quarter-finals saw
Galway beat Antrim and
Cork beat Armagh, wins that
set up two thrilling semi-
finals iri which Dublin
overcame Galway by 1-11 fo
0-12 and Derry just pipped
Cork by 1-7 to 1-6.

In their first final since
1961, the odds were stacked
against Derry; but they were
always in contention, They
scored more often than their
opponents, but Dublin had
the ability to snatch major
scores from unlikely
situations and the Oak Leaf
were foiled - but only just - on
a 2-10 to 0-15 scoreline,
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40 Years Ago

he Northern section of

the league (Dr.Lagan
Cup) opened the campaign
with Donegal winning
from Fermanagh (2-8 to 0-
6) and Derry losing to
Down by 1-6 to 3-6 at
Newcastle. Kerry,
Longford, Offaly, Louth
and Sligo were impressive
first-round winners as
were Wexford, Galway
and Armagh. Donegal’s
hopes were dented when
Monaghan beat them by 3-
12 to 0-10 at Castleblaney.

Dublin, the league
holders, got off to a
winning start with a
hard-earned 1-7 to 1-3
verdict over Laois at
Portlaoise, while Cork just
scraped home (0-11 to 2-4)
against Kildare at
Droichead Nua. Derry kept
their interest alive when
beating Armagh by 1-10 to
0-9 at Armagh, but
Donegal lost theirs when
they failed to Tyrone, (0-7
to 1-5) at Coalisland.

At Croke Park Dublin
were pushed by Wicklow
but won by 2-2 to 1-2;
Cork had two points to
spare over Kerry at the
Athletic Grounds; Galway
beat Offaly by 3-5 to 2-3 at
Tullamore, and Derry, in a
play-off at Lurgan, got the
better of Down, 2-2 to 0-4,
But the mid-Winter break
was still a round away
when the Ulster division
was wrapped up with

Armagh qualifying for the

semi-final as a result of
beating Derry by 1-6 to 0-6
at Coalisland.

When the break did
come Dublin were well
placed with eight points
from four outings with
Meath and Cork keeping
in step - also with
unblemished records. And
these three were forcing
the pace when activity
resumed in February.
Meath trounced Antrim
(3-12 to 1-8); Cork beat
Wexford by 1-11 to 0-5
and Cork had a facile
victory (2-13 to 1-6) over
lipperary at Clonmel.

The format did not
allow for quarter-finals
which left counties like
Galway, Maye and Kerry
out of the reckoning so
the semi-final line-up was
Dublin and Cork, and
Vicath versus Armagh.
Meath got the better of
the Ulster representatives,
2.7 to 0-11, but Dublin
and Cork finished level at
the Athletic Grounds (1-4
{0 0-7). Both sides found
seoring a trifle easier in
the replay at Croke Park -
especially Cork who were
convincing winners by 1-
16 to 1-9,

Defences dominated in
the final. In a game that
could have gone either
way, Cork enjoyed the
¢xlra bit of luck rather
{han superiority in any of
the vital arcas and that
hit of luck saw them
tlaim their second Iecague
title on a 0-8 to 0-7
sioreline,

60 Years Ago

Nr doubt it was the
debacles of the previous
year’s semi-final and final
which prompted the G.AA.
anthorities to seek another
formal for the 1935-36
Nutional League. But there
was probably some surprise at
the radical steps taken to
CHSHEC d thore comtpelitive
format which saw the league
reditced Lo nine counties - the

rest belig consigned to varions
sttt groups, ona nrainly
freovtuctal basis, who wonld
Tave o access to league
Bonoties, The teams deeimed
Lo be the best i thie conuntry
were - Mayo, Dubling Galway,
Kildare, Cavan, Meath,
Lowth, Laols aond Tipperary,
Needless to say, countles Hke
Derry, Cork and Donegal were
never even considered for
inclusion. The system was
straight-forward league with
no provision for knock-out
stages.

The opening rournd
produced no surprises - Mayo,
the holders, beat Kildare by 3-
8 to 0-6 at Castlebar; Dublin
edged out Louth (2-4 to 1-6)
at Dundalk; Galway beat
Tipperary by 3-0 to 2-2 at
Ballinasloe, while Meath
shaded Laois by 0-7 to 1-3 at
Paortlaoise. The unexpected
defeat of Mayo by Dublin put
the latter on top of the table
after the second series of
games where they stayed until
after the fourth round when
wins over Louth and Laois
put the champions at the
head of the table from which
position they were never
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subsequently toppled, though
for a time they shared top
spot with the All-Ireland
champions, Cavan, on eight
points,

But not for long. When
activity resumed in February
Mayo chalked up their fifth
win (over Galway) but Cavan
faltered in losing Lo Louth, 0-
4 to 0-6 at Dundalk.

As the pursuif stretched out
behind them Mayo collected
an easy brace of points (1-14
to 1-0) at the expense of
struggling Tipperary and with
two ronnds still to play only
Dublin and Cavan
entertained any hope of
calching the leaders, The
sevendh rond decided the
Issue with the ceunch tie
between Mayo and Cavan al
Breffol Purk, Amazingly, the
battle between the league and
AllTreland champlons was a
Lotal flop, as Mayo were ai
their unstoppable best, In a
brilliant display they hit five
goals and two points to the
home team’s three polnts on a
day that Dublin’s hopes
disappeared with their defeat
by Kildare.

The final series of games
attracted little interest. Maya,
with the title in safe keeping,
went to An Uaimh and
carelessly lost to the host
county, while Tipperary scored
their only win of the
competition by beating Laois
by 6-7 to 1-3. Cavan returned
to winning ways with a three-
point defeat of Galway at
Cavan, and Kildare and
Louth shared uscless points at
Athy.

Not the finale that had
been expected,
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Who captained Derry to win
last year's NFL final?
Only two counties have
succeeded in retaining the
National Football League title
two years in a row. Can you
name them?

@ Where is O’Moore Park?
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Two-In-A-Row
While Derry will be striving to make it two titles in a row today, Donegal will be anx-
ious to avoid ‘a double’ of an entirely different nature - that of losing two successive
finals. Leaving aside the case of New York, who sustained a number of successive
final defeats in the sixties, there have been only four instances of final defeats ‘on the
double’ in the National |.eague.

Kildare were first to experience the ‘dismal double’ in the National League when
they lost the 1928 and 1929 finals to Kerry. Meath met a similar fate when going
down to Mayo in 1939 and Galway twelve months later. And the Royal county was

NA FIANNA

!,
[F:z53]
Br. Mobhi, BAC 9.
Sunday night 5/5/'96

Céili Mor again on the receiving end in the finals of 1955 (Dublin) and ?.956 (Cork).
The most recent instance of successive final defeats was in 1971 and 1972 _
Music by the when Mayo gave way to Kerry in both finals. Incidentally, that was the last occasion
Fodhla Céili Band on which the same counties contested the league final in successive seasons. The

championship, here again, presents a contrast, as over the league time span there
have been eight instances of the same counties meeting two years in a row in the
premier competition. Which presents the questior: Which is the greater achievement,
winning the league or the championship? Statistics would suggest leagus.
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Golll, Sets & 0ld Time
Gupan lae agus Craic
Hines 9.00 - 12.00

| 1995:

JDerry 0-12; Donegal 0-8.

crowd of over 28,000 turned up at Croke
APeu‘k to see the first-cver final meeting of
Donegal and Derry.

Derry opened the scoring after only 10
seconds when Anthony Tohill pointed,
lHowever, the Donegal reaction was swift and
they swept onto the effensive. For nine minutes
Donegal camped in the Derry half, but some
woeful shooting saw no change on the
wworeboard, Derry punished their neighbours for
such wastefulness as Eamonn Burns pointed
following a nice move involving ergal
McCusker and Kieran McKeever,

This time the Donegal response was better
directed as points from Brian Murray, Manus
lioyle and a John Duffy free saw them take the
lcad. With half-time nearing, Derry stepped up
the pace and points from Tohill, Burns and an
Enda Gormley free saw the Foylesiders take an
interval lead of 0-6 to (-4,

Donegal appeared after the restart without 1oe
marksman Tony Boyle and an already diffioull
lask was going to be made all the harder for hiy

absence. However, Manus Bovle opened (he
second-half scoring to reduce Donegal arrears (o
Ihe minimum but a point from Dermol Hearey
and a brace by the irrepressible Tohill saw Doty
lead by 0-9 to 0-6 entering the last quarter,
Again Donegal responded, with points from
Noel Hegarty and Declan Bonner to gl within i
point of Derry, and Mark McShane squandered a

However, this was Lo be Donegal’s last charge
as Derry finished the stronger. Further points
from Tohill, Burns and Seamus Downey saw
Detry pull away to win by four points.

Derry scorers: A.Tohill 0-5, E.Burns 0-3,
G.Coleman 0-1, E.Gormley 0-1, D.Heaney 0-1,
S.Downey 0-1,

Donegal: M.Boyle 0-3, N.Hegarty 0-2, J.Duffy
0-1, D.Bonner 0-1, B.Murray 0-1.

Derry - Damien McCusker, Kieran McKeever,
Tony Scullion, Gary Coleman, John McGurk,
Henry Downey, Fergal McCusker, Anthony
Tohill, Brian McGilligan, Famonn Burns,
Dermot Heaney, Damien Barton, Joe Brolly,
Seamus Downey, Enda Gormley.

Sub - Declan Bateson for Brolly,

Donegal - Gary Walsh, John Joe Doherty, Matl
Gallagher, Barry McGowan, Mark Crossan,
Martin Gavigan, Martin Shovlin, Mark McShane,
Brian Murray, Paddy Hegarty, Noel Hegarty,
James McHugh, John Duffy, Tony Boyle, Manus
Boyle.

Sub - Declan Bonner for Tony Boyle

areat chance of the equaliser as he shot wide
lrom a favourable position.
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Test your football
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Mlms Make It Ten

by Jerry Grogan P.R.O.

which culminates in Croke

Park at All-Ireland time, is
administered by Cumann na
mBunscol, the largest school-
based sports body in the country
— national teachers promoting our
national games in our national
schools. Over 7,000 teachers
provide a school-based programme
of activities for 100,000 children,
centred on enjoyment, equality
and fair play.

This “scoilspért” programme
includes boys' and girls’ foothall,
camogie, indoor and outdoor
hurling, rounders, handball, small
school blitzes, skill awards, in-
service training, summer camps,
quizzes and subsidised equipment.
The Mini-Sevens is administered in
all 32 counties, caters for 20,000
under 12’s annually and has been
a resounding success since its
inception in 1987. This year's
tenth birthday celebration will be
set in train this afternoon by
G.A.A. President Jack Boothman.

The GAA/INTO Mini-Sevens,

Children representing all 32
counties will release balloons in
the county colours during a short
half-time ceremony.

The opportunity to play in Croke
Park during the All-Ireland series
is a once-in-a-lifetime dream for
most of the 240 children that
participate each year. Some
former participants, however, have
gone on to play at various levels
with their own counties. Meath
senior foothaller Ollie Murphy,
Leitrim's Ciaran Mahon, Wexford
hurler Rory McCarthy and Galway
U-21 hurler Eddie Brady ( two goal
hero in the 1990 minor hurling
final) are but some of the stars
that have graced Croke Park over
the last ten years.

The women have been well
represented also. Monaghan’s
Jennifer Grennan, Mairéad Kelly
and Ann Gavin have made several
Croke Park appearances including
last year's All-Ireland women's
semi-final. More Meath girls Aimeé
Bennett, Caitriona Rennicks, Linda

Fitzsimons and Amanda Carr won
All-Ireland junior medals in Croke
Park in 1994.

While it’s great to see Mini-
Seven’s children going on to
further success at national level,
assessment of the full impact of
participation in the schools is
difficult. It offers enormous
benefits in the area of promotion,
motivation and orientation of
children towards our national
games. Just imagine the thrill for
a twelve-year-old of marching out
behind the Artane Boys' Band and
playing before 65,000 spectators!

The collaboration of the INTO
and the GAA in this project is
unique in the world of
sponsorship. It represents the
coming together of two
organisations which share the
altruistic aim of promoting the
cultural, educational and physical
development of the young people
in our community. We look forward
to a continuation of this co-
operation for many years to come.

THE PARAGON BAR & BEER GARDEN )
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After the game
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SUPPORT

- THE SUPPORTERS

“Church & General
understands the real

. meaning of support.

| For instance, you'll

. know of our support for
| the National Football
and Hurling Leagues.
But what about the
support you need for
your Home and Motor
Insurance? We score
here too with

\ competitive rates and
24 hour Home and
Motor Assist

.| Services.”

' “TO FIND OUT MORE ASK YOUR BROKER”
\ J/Q"’MX/
D’ 5

Church & General

A MEMBER OF AGF-IRISH LIFE HOLDINGS p.l.c.

' Church & General Burlington House, Burlington Road, Dublin 4.
Telephone: (01) 702 3000. Fax: (01) 660 9220




